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TEN DIKE CERTIFICATES FROM TEBTUNIS*

The documents presented here are the best preserved of the dike certifi-
cates described as P. Teb. 641-674. All attest to the performance of the standard
five days’ corvée at various canals in or near Tebtunis with the exception of No.
8 where a kehevaletoav 0 érel  mevdnuepov is mentioned (see note ad loc.). We
have departed from the original order of the documents set by the editors of P.
Teb. 11 and have substituted a chronological arrangement.

For recent discussions and bibliography of penthemeral certificates and the
dike corvée see P. Lugd.-Bat. XII; N. Lewis, Chr. d’Eg. 34, 1959, pp. 285-288;
Claire Préaux, Chr. d’Eg. 39, 1964, pp. 120-125; P. Sorb. 59, introduction and
notes; Bonneau, Atti XI Congresso, 1966, p. 390, n. 5.

1
P.Teb. 646 descr. 6.5 x 7.3 cm. 113 A.D.

"Erovc 15 Abtokparopos Kaioapos Népova
T paravov Zefaarov Iepuavikov Aakkov.
eipy(aotar) &’ nu(épas) € bmép XwW(UaTK WY)

épyw(v) Tov abvTo() ts (éTous)
(2nd hand) &v 7 dpwp Mav(we) B ky Tentivew(s)
Zwihos Zwilov Tov ‘Apudotog

u(nTpos) Taopoevovpews.

(3rd hand) Zwkp( ) k(araomopevs) oeaon(ueicouar).

4. bpewn

Year 16 of Imperator Caesar Nerva Traianus Augustus Germanicus
Dacicus. Work done for five days on the dike works for the same year 16 at the
desert canal, Payni 19-23, on behalf of Tebtunis, by Zoilus, son of Zoilus and
Taorsenouphis, grandson of Harmiusis. Signed by me Sokr( ), katasporeus.

1. Year 16 of Trajan: 112/3 A.D.

4. Payni 19-23: June 13-17,113 A.D.

TenTvvew(s): “on behalf of Tebtunis” (i.e., as part of the quota of labor owed
collectively by the inhabitants of Tebtunis) rather than “in” or “of Tebtunis.” See O. M,
Pearl, Aegyptus 31, 1951, pp. 225-227; cf. Wilcken, Archiv 4, 1908, pp. 145 f.; WGdz., p.
335.

*The papyri published here are housed in the General Library of the University of
California at Berkeley. The writers would like to express their gratitude to the staff of Rare
Books and Special Collections, and particularly, to Mrs. Leslie Clarke and her able assistant,
Ginny Roeker.
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5-6. Zwdos: presumably a brother of the J.[...]s Zwlov To(D) ‘Aputdoi(oc) /
(un7pos) Taopoevo(Upews) of the fragmentary P. Teb. 663 descr. lines 6-7, of the same year
and days as the present text. Their father, Zoilus son of Harmiusis, is probably to be
identified with the creditor of P. Teb. 388 (98 A.D.), and perhaps also with the mpdkTwp
Aaoypapias kwuns Teprvvews of 391.2 (99 A.D.).

7. k(ataomopevs): this abbreviation can also be read in 663. Accordingly, these two
certificates replace P. Mil. Vogl. 92 =SB 9266a (133 A.D.) as containing the earliest explicit
references to this official in dike certificates.

2
P.Teb. 650 descr. 6.0 x 6.5 cm. 158 A.D.

"Etous ka Abrokpatopos Kaioapos

Tirov Aikiov "Ad puavov "AvTwy(lvov)

YeB(aoTov) Eboef[o]us. (2nd hand) eipy(aoTat)
vm(€p) xw(uaTkwy)

Epy(wv) Tob a(brod) ka (érove) Max(ww) i kf

(3rd hand) év 7 "Eppoif(ov) Tenr(vwews)

Evdaiuwy Mpwra Tov 'Opoevodpecs.

(4th hand) Zapan( ) oeonu(eiwpuat).

Year 21 of Imperator Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus
Pius. Work done on the dike works for the same year 21, Pachon 18-22, at the
canal of Hermoithes, on behalf . of Tebtunis, by Eudaimon, son of Protas,
grandson of Orsenouphis. Signed by me Sarap( ).

1. Year 21 of Antoninus Pius: 157/8 A.D.

4. Pachon 18-22: May 13-17, 158 A.D.

5. ‘Epuoid(ov): also found in P. Teb. 649-54 and 657 descr. (No. 5 below). For the
location of this canal, running from Tebtunis by Magdola, see A. E. Samuel, BASP 2,
1964-65, pp. 105-107.

3
DP.Teb. 647 descr. 7.5 x 8.7 cm. 159 A.D.

"Etous k§ Abrokpdropos Kaloapos
Tirov Aikiov 'Ad pravod "Avrwvivov
ZePaoTov Eboef[ovs. (2nd hand) €]ipy(aoTar)
umép xw(uaTk wr)
700 abrov kB (érous) Mad(v) A éws "Emnip §
év bpwn MoA(éuwvoc) Tefrv(vews)
(3rd hand) ‘Epuns
anarwp un(teds) Tagop( ).

Year 22 of Imperator Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus
Pius. Work done on the dikes for the same year 22, Payni 30-Epeiph 4, at the
desert canal of Polemon, on behalf of Tebtunis, by Hermes, bastard son of his
mother Taphor( ).
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1. Year 22 of Antoninus Pius: 158/9 A.D.

4. Payni 30-Epeiph 4: June 24-28, 159 A.D.

5. opwf MoA(épwros): cf. P. Bon. 31, P. Oslo Inv. 1020 (P. Lugd.-Bat. XII, p. 37),
and below, No. 7. The Bahr Gharaq according to P. Teb. II, p. 392.

4
P.Teb. 656 descr. 6.5 x 8.0 cm. 163 AD.

"Etovs §' Abrok pdropos Kaioapos
Mapkov Abpnhiov "AvTwrevov
ZePaoTov kai Abtokpdropos Kaloapos
Aovk lov Abpniiov Oimpov TefaaTov.
eipy(aoTar) vmEp) xw(uark wv) Tov a(irov)
8 (érouc) (2nd hand) Zef(aoTov) agp’ wa €w(s)
e &v 7(0) Por(nuews) Tef(Tvews) Pihovuevo(c)
d0uA(oc) Neueoa.

Year 4 of Imperator Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus and
Imperator Caesar Lucius Aurelius Verus Augustus. Work done on the dikes for
the same year 4, Sebastus 11-15, at the canal of Pholemis, on behalf of Tebtunis,
by Philoumenos, slave of Nemesas.

1. Year 4 of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus: 163 /4 A.D.

5-6. Zef(aoTod) agp’ taéw(s) te: September 9-13, 163 A.D. Sebastus = Thoth.

a¢’ w: but amé ta in P. Mil. Vogl. 91 cited in P. Lugd.-Bat. XII, p. 6, n. 5b. On the
varying treatment of words before sigla cf. P. Ryl. 225.51 note.

7. ®oA(nuews): cf. SB 5124; P. Ryl. 211.7 note; 212; P. Fay. 287 descr.; Hohlwein,
JJP 3, 1949, p. 79; Pearl, Aegyptus 31, 1951, p. 225, n. 2.

8. 600A(os): slaves often labored on the dikes: P. Lugd.-Bat. XII, p. 9 and the list
given pp. 24-38. Cf. below, Nos. 9 and 10.

5
DP.Teb. 657 descr. 6.7 x 7.0 cm., 166 A.D.

"Etovs ¢ Abrokpatopos Kaioapos
Mdpkov Abpmhiov "AvTwrewov
ZeB(aoTov) kal AbrokpaTopos Kaloapos
Aoukiov Abpniov Otmpov
Zef(aoTov). elpy(aorar) Um(ep) Xxw(MaTK wv)
70(0) ¢ (éTous) Megopn
aéwseév m ‘Epuolo(v) Ten(Tuvews)
(2nd hand) 'HpaxkA( ) 'Ovvwi(¢ptos)
70(v) 'Oponovs
(untpos) Ta.l.]...
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Year 6 of Imperator Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus and
Imperator Caesar Lucius Aurelius Verus Augustus. Work done on the dikes for
year 6, Mesore 1-5, at the canal of Hermoithes, on behalf of Tebtunis, by
Herakl( ), son of Onnophris and Ta .. ., grandson of Orses.

1. Year 6 of Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus: 165/6 A.D.
5-6. Mesore 1-5: July 25-29,166 A.D.
‘Epunolfo(v): ctf. No. 2.5 note.

6
P.Teb. 655 descr. 7.0x 6.4 cm. 170 A.D.

"Erovs « Abrokparopos Kaloapos
Mdpkov AbpnA(lov) 'Avtw(vwov) Zef(aoTov)
"Apueviakov Mnéwov Iapf[i]kov uey(ioTov).
eipy(aotar) bm(€p) xw(uaTk ) t (ETous)

Havvt kb Kk
év 1(n) 'Apy(aitidos) Tenri(vews) Kar. .
‘HpakA( ) To(v) "Amvyx(ws) (unTpoc) Hpak( ).

Year 10 of Imperator Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus Armeni-
acus Medicus Parthicus Maximus. Work done on the dikes for year 10, Payni
24-28, at the canal of Argais, on behalf of Tebtunis, by Kat..s, son of Herakl( )

and Herak( ), grandson of Apynchis.

1. Year 10 of Marcus Aurelius: 169/70 A.D.
2-3. The imperial names are so cursive as to render the transcription doubtful in

detail.

5. 'Apy(airidoc): this canal is well attested for the Roman period in certificates from
both Bacchias and Tebtunis. Cf. P. Strassb. 16,18, 155,156,161-163, 167, 168; P. Got. 1;
SB 9263, 5124. Cf. for the Ptolemaic period P. Teb. 86, 150, and 164, especially the editors’
remarks on 164,

6. (unTpog): *"7 Pap.

7
P.Teb. 648 descr. 4.7 x 6.0 cm. 171 A.D.

This certificate and the following one should be taken together. Both are
from the 11th year of Marcus Aurelius. The first one is dated Epeiph 27-Mesore
1. The second certificate is from Mesore 10-14. Both documents were written in
one hand and that hand is clearly the same in both cases. Unfortunately the
signatures are lacking.

"Erovs wa AbpnAiov

"AvTwrewov Kaloapos

TOU KUplov. €ipy(aoTat) bm(€p)
xw(uatw wv) w (Erovs)
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'Emeip k¢ éws Meoo(pn) a’

év tpp op(ewn) IloA(éuwroc) Teprv(vews)
Zaropvei\(os) Tvpavvov

Kpovicw(vos) (untpoc) Kpovias.

Year 11 of Aurelius Antoninus Caesar the lord. Work done on the dikes for
year 11, Epeiph 27-Mesore 1, at the desert canal of Polemon, on behalf of
Tebtunis, by Saturnilus, son of Tyrannus and Kronia, grandson of Kronion.

1. Year 11 of Marcus Aurelius: 170/1 A.D.

4. Epeiph 27-Mesore 1: July 21-25,171 A.D.

5. bp(ewq) MoA(épwros): cf. No. 3.5 note 6.

6. Zaropveir(os) Tvpavvov: this may be the Saturnilus son of Tyrannus known from
P. Teb. 397 (198 A.D.) where his children Heraklia and Serenus settle a debt contracted by
their father, who has since died. Cf. also P. Teb. 304.7 (167/8 A.D.).

7. (untpds): ©  Pap.

8
P.Teb. 662 descr. 5.0x 5.5 cm. 171 AD.

"Erous ta Abpniov
"AvTwrelvov Kaloapos
T0U KVpiov. €lpy(aoTat) bm(€p) xw(MaTk wy)
' (Etous) Meoo(pn) L b év T . ..
v keN(evafetoav) 6 (étel)
mevd (Muepov) Tem(Tivews)
Kopovicov ‘Apmox( ) To(V)
Kpoviw(vos) {(untpos) ) Taopa( ).

Year 11 of Aurelius Antoninus Caesar the lord. Work done on the embank-
ments for year 11, Mesore 10-14, at ..., for the second five-day work period.
required in the ninth year, on behalf of Tebtunis, by Kronion, son of Harpoch( )
and Taors( ), grandson of Kronion.

1. Year 11 of Marcus Aurelius: 170/1 A.D.

4. Mesore 10-14: August 3-7,171 A.D.

The place is not the op(ewq) for which cf. No. 7 written in the same year, fourteen
days earlier.

5. T keA(evofeioav) 6 (éret) B mevd (Nuepov): the second five-day work period
required in the ninth year (168/9 A.D.).

This is the most natural reading of the text: if right, the two-year delay between the
requisition of a second penthemeros and the performance of the work is probably to be
explained by assuming that our text is concerned with the making up of arrears. Cf. P.
Lond. 316a (III, p. 104) and Oertel’s comments, Liturgie, p. 71 n. 4. The alternative
suggested by the P. Teb. II editors (p. 332) keA(evo)0 (eioav) B mevd (nuepov) does away with
the period of delay, but is much less attractive paleographically.
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9
P.Teb. 658 descr. 3.5x9.0cm. 204 A.D.
"Etovs 6° Ao[v]kiov Zemriuiov Zeounpov Evoef(ovc)
Meprivaxos kai Mapkov AvpnAiov "AvTwri(vov)
kai IovmrAiov
Temryuiov INéta Bperavvik w(v) ueyiotw(v)
Eboefw(v) Zefaorwv.
eloy(aorar) bm(ép) xw(uark W) Epy(wr) 8 (étous)
(2nd hand) ®ap(uovdi) a éw(s) e
€ls pows Vdar(os)
ToNNS) op(ewns) Tentvvews
Aibvuos §ovA(os) Maknpk .
4. poews: cf. WB s.v. pois.

Year 9 of Lucius Septimius Severus Pius Pertinax and Marcus Aurelius
Antoninus and Publius Septimius Geta Britannici Maximi Pii Augusti. Work done
on the dike works for year 9, Pharmouthi 1-5, for the streams of water at the
desert gate, on behalf of Tebtunis, by Didymus, slave of Pakebkis.

1. Year 9 of Septimius, Caracalla, and Geta: 203/4 A.D.
4. Pharmouthi 1-5: March 27-31, 204 A.D.

10
DP.Teb. 661 descr. 4.2 x 6.7 cm. 210 A.D.

"Erovs 1 Aovkiov Ze[nTi]uiov Zeovnpov
Eboepous MepTiakos kai Mapkov
AbpnAiov "Avrwrewov Eboefous
kat MovBAiov Z[e]nTyuiov Néta ZefaoTwv.
(2nd hand) eipy(aorar) vm(ép) xw(MaTk wy)
tn (érovs) Tav(pe) ka €ws Ke
els (V) "Apyair(ibos) Siw(pvya)
(3rd hand) Adbv(uoc) dovA(os) lepa( ) IMafnkis.

Year 18 of Lucius Septimius Severus Pius Pertinax and Marcus Aurelius
Antonirtus Pius and Publius Septimius Geta Augusti. Work done on the dikes for
year 18, Payni 21-25, at the canal of Argais, on behalf of Tebtunis, by Didymus,
slave of Hiera( ), son of Pabekis.

1. Year 18 of Septimius, Caracalla, and Geta: 209/10 A.D.

5. Payni 21-25: June 15-19, 210 A.D.

6. els T™H(v) Ap'yat‘r(osoc) 8uw(pvya): the name of the canal is written very fast, with
much Verschlelf.mg, but the tau before 5ud(pvya) is clear and, if that is right, "Apyair(t50c)
seems unavoidable. For the 'Apyairidoc 8wpvt cf. No. 6.5 note.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA,BERKELEY JAMES G. KEENAN
UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA JOHN C. SHELTON
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1. P.Teb. 646 descr.

5 T i

2. P.Teb. 650 descr.
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3. P.Teb. 647 descr.

4. P.Teb. 656 descr.
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5. P.Teb. 657 descr.

6. P.Teb. 655 descr.
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7. P.Teb. 648 descr.

[T ypere w/m

8. P.Teb. 662 descr.
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9. P.Teb. 658 descr.

L - |
ey | QAR Aot rEs
ORI TP ~ Ak Iy i
AVEY NVHY 7w fed atV Vo

- W reViNaY AtV SYR DT W

Qe YT [he | s Aetd R 240

Moy PrregonFre

g

oz olp e

10. P.Teb. 661 descr.

129
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