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Active Gultures: here come the hacktivists

In 1999, a hacker group calling itself the Yes Men
created the Web site gart.org (now wroo.org), de-
signed to look exactly like an official World Trade
Organization site but chock-full of articles on the hid-
den evils of globalization. The site was so convincing
that it netted the masterminds a mistaken invitation to
speak at a 2000 Austrian trade conference. The group
jumped at the chance and its delegare, in attendance
under the nom de guerre “Andreas Bilchbauer,” pro-
ceeded to confound those present with a long speech
about the laziness of [talian workers. Later, back art the

ED MARSZEWSKI
hotel, he was publicly pied in the face by one of his
confederates.

For some, the word “hacker” might conjure visions
of a four-eyed, pocket-protected malcontent. But
nowadays there’s a new breed of hacker, one bent on
using his powers for good instead of evil: the hackrivist.

Next weekend, hacktivists from around the globe
will converge in Chicago for Version>02, a four-day
conference, film festival, and concert series. Focusing
on art and politics in the digital age, it'll include dis-
cussions of techniques and ractics used ro raise a ruckus
in the on-line world: netstrikes, for example, the prac-
tice of shutring down a Web site (usually that of a cor-
poration or government agency) by bombarding it with
information, and culture jamming, as popularized by
Adbusters magazine and practiced by the Yes Men.

The festival is the brainchild of Ed Marszewski,
publisher of the long-running
lefty culture and polirics zine
Lumpen and a new magazine
devoted to the multimedia
arts called Selecr. He got a feel
for the g digital arts
underground while \mrLrn_ at
Sup‘-'&pncrc an on-line multi-
media archive that laid off its
employees last spring.

Marszewski, who tends bar
at his family’s Bridgeport pub
when he’s not building his
media empire, savs the con-
cept for the festival “was an
idea that [ had a long time

ago. id go 1o Amsterdam and

devel l!"

encounter these amazing mul-
timedia festivals that com-
bined discourse on independ-
ent artists, activism, and fu-
A regular
curator of music and video ex-
hibits for the MCA’s annual
Summer Solstice celebrations, he casually discussed the
idea with the museum over a year ago, and finally gor a
call in October asking if he could fill in a gap in the
spring schedule. The multimedia program is the result
of months of collaboration with other digital arts col-
lectives including the Adbusters Media Foundation and

ture technologies.”
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W. Fullerton; admission is $7. For ticket 'nmrn:mm\
call 312-397-4010; a complete schedule can be found at

www.versionfest. org.
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