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Receipt for embole from Aphrodito

James G. Keenan Loyola University Chicago

Abstract

Edition of P.Mich. inv. 3272, a nearly complete sixth-century receipt
for embole from Aphrodito.

Aphrodito HxW=14x77cm Aphrodito, VIAD

The APIS entry by NL (= Nikos Litinas) aptly describes this piece as a
tattered, dark-brown papyrus. Its top (1.2 cm), left (1 cm), and right (0.2 cm)
margins are preserved in full, but the bottom has been lost. There is an appar-
ent sheet join running vertically near the left edge. The papyrus itself is full of
holes, which, fortunately, do not much impede the reading of its formulaic text.
The hand is a medium-sized cursive recording the payment of three and 11/12
artabas of wheat for the embole of an eleventh indiction; further on the date,
sce the notes to lines 1-2 and 12. Although the place-name is absent, document
type, nomenclature, and possible prosopographical links - for the last of which
see again the notes to lines 1-2 and 12 — assure the Aphrodito provenance.

The papyrus was purchased from Maurice Nahman in 1925; it came to
Michigan in October 1926 asa gift of Oscar and Richard H. Webber of Detroit.
Iam grateful to R. James Cook for arranging permission to publish this piece,
to Nikos Litinas for identifying it as worthy of attention, to Todd Hickey for
precise comments on the penultimate version of the text, and to the BASP
readers for further helpful comments. Residual or new blemishes are mine. The
image has been digitally reproduced by permission of the Papyrology Collec-
tion of the Graduate Library of the University of Michigan. '

The receipt is written with the fibers on the recto; the verso is blank.

1 P 8¢8wkev VipavwPet
Kupiov 8(1d) Tdv kAnp(ovopwv) €ig
Ao6yov EuPoliig
4 xavovog évlexar(ng)
iv(ixtiovog) oitov aprafag
pig fipov tpitov Sw- —
Séxarov, yi(vovrar) ai(tov) (aprafay) Y S ' 10
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8 pov(ar) kavov(og). EEéd[w-]
Kev TV Groxny
e tpox(erran). ol 2v8oE(6Tatot)
nayapy(ot) 8¢ &pod
12 Matat 10[0] Bonbod,
oTot (i) pot TV
apraPdv Tpic fjpuov
[tpi]Tov [Bw]déx[a]Tov

2 xvpic , kKAyp 4 evdexatrs 5 W, aptéPa, first a perhaps corr.
from= 7ypg~ 8uovfkavovs 8-9 $e&8mxev: £ corr., read é5édwka or
#E£5wrav? See comm. note on 8-15 10 wpox//, evBoEEs 11 mayapx$

“psimanobet son of Kyrios has given through his heirs into the account
of the annona for the kanon of the eleventh indiction three (and) a half (and)
a third (and) a twelfth artabas of grain, equals 3 1/2, 1/3, 1/12 art. of gr(ain)
only for the kanon. He has issued the receipt as aforesaid. The most glorious
pagarchs through me, Matai, the assistant (adiutor): I approve [the receipt] for
the three (and) a half (and) a third (and) a twelfth artabas [as aforesaid. ... }”

1-2 A Psimanobet son of Kyros (G. Ruffini, A Prosopography of Byzan-
tine Aphrodito [Durham, NC, 2011] 514-515, s.v. Psimanobet 5) features in
documents from the 520s into the 540s, including various payments recorded
in PAphrod.Reg. (4th indiction, 525/6). It is tempting, despite the variant pat-
ronymic, to see him as identical with Psimanobet son of Kyrios of the present
text. If so, our 11th indiction, with Psimanobet now deceased and represented
by his heirs, can have been, at its theoretical earliest, 532/3; but the dating
scheme worked out by C. Zuckerman (Du village & lempire [Paris 2004] 32-34
and 47-50) has Psimanobet still alive in the 9th indiction of 545/6. This would
place Psimanobet’s death after 545/6 but before 547/8 and perhaps make that
our 11th indiction year (see lines 4-5), but 562/3 is also theoretically possible
if the payment was posthumously made in Psimanobet’s name. See below,
note on line 12.

8 xavdv(og): seemingly redundant, and postponed from its expected
position (contrast PCairMasp. 3.67286.18, yi(vovrar) ait(ov) kav(6voq)
(&iptapau)), but supportive of the notion that the word may define the artabasin
question specifically as “kanon-artabas” or “artabas [reserved] for the kanon”
See J.-L. Fournet, “Le systéme des intermédiaires dans les requs fiscaux byzan-
tins et ses implications chronologiques sur le dossier de Dioscore d’Aphrodité,
APF 46 (2000) 233-247 at 237. It is tempting, following this suggestion, to
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resolve the abbreviation here as xavov(ikai), but there is for this no known
precedent. The translation in its treatment of p6v(at), which could be resolved
as accusative if the total in ciphers were treated as a fully self-contained pa-

renthesis ending right before it, attempts to convey this possible sense of line - *

8, including its ambiguity. ‘ '

. 8-15 #E¢§[w]kev ktA: the formulas seghl ‘cbﬁfuséd, partly 'o%vir/xg tothe
writer’s variation between personal and impersonal point of view. T here accept

the text as read and assume the third person singular is meant to have Matai *

as its implicit, though postponed, subject. I punctuate gind trﬁnslété accord-

ingly, accepting dg mpox(ettar) in line 10 as marking the end of its own short

sentence. Notional correction to the first person singular with Matai as subject -

(cf. PSI4.284.5, SB 24.15975.4) or to the third person plural with the pagarchs

as subject may also be pondered (see app.crit. on lines 8-9). Edithial treatment
- of the Aphrodito receipts, particularly with respect to théir)p\in'c'tt’;ation, has
“been chronically inconsistent. A full review is needed. o

12 Matai: a Matoi (Ruffini, Prosopography 367, s.v. Matoi 1) occurs as
boethos in SB 20.15016 (payment for an 8th indiction), 15017 (payments for
. 6th, 7th, and 8th indictions), and PLond. 5.1666 (payment for an 8th indic-
. tion). Despite the orthographical variation, it is tempting to see Matoi (“sol-
© dier” in Coptic) as identical with Matai in our text. The PLond. payment is
. by the famous Apollos son of Dioskoros (Ruffini, Prosopography 5664, s.v. -,
Apollos 2; PLond. 1666 is reference bg on p. 63), and without intermediary -
(see Fournet, art.cit. in note on line 8). The PLond. payment by Apollos (died
_ 546/7) has nevertheless been treated as (tacitly) posthumous and its 8th indic-
tion equated with 559/60. This might help set the present receipt at 562/3, but
would require a very long-lived Psimanobet (see ggove, note on lines 1-2).

13 otowe(@) pot: the correction producés'fji};e stan‘da:‘rd’ formula and
. therefore seems preferable to the unparalleled oToi(£D) £poi. What may 190k
like an extra squiggle (and notice of abbreviation) in the lower right extension
of chi is in fact the top loop of beta from line 14 (aprapav).

’ 14—15 These lines confirm that the writer treats the nuxi}bgr and frac-
tions as indeclinable; cf. lines 6-7. "~ - - R

15 'The line after this (a lost line 16) probably continued 1 &noxn @
npdx(errar) based on the verbal expectations raised by lines 9-10, thO}lgh th<,e
resulting word order is, to my knowledge, unprecedented. Normally 1 dr;olx;!
follows directly upon oroixel pot. Cf. PCair.Masp. 2.67135.7; 3.67326.17;
3.67327.12, 19, 35, etc. The date presumably came next. e
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