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130 Tisha Rajendra and Laurie Jobnston

solidarity with every human whose experience is that of forsaken-
ness and abandonment."” FWE S e e e v

The cross reassures us that the God of the universe is with us and
with all who suffer. It is also a sign that calls us to enter into the suffer-
ing world, as Christ has. And it 1s, of course, “the most particularistic of
all Christian symbols,” as Hollenbach acknowledges. Yet he points out
that it need not function as a sign for Christians alone; it also serves an
important function as a general reminder of humanity’s bloody history,
which must not be ignored. “Followers of all religions and none must
engage the questions raised by this history,” Hollenbach writes."

For Christians, the cross is a sign that the finite, time-bound, and of-
ten flawed ways that we attempt to express solidarity can ultimately be
transformed by grace into something that strains toward the universal,
the cosmic. Yet the universal mystery of the cross is one that is mediated
through our own particular relationships. We experience Christ through
one another; when we find refuge in a friend who can speak the words
of compassion to us, it is then that our own suffering can become the
grounds for compassion for others—rather than a source of anxicty and
self-protection. When refugees find a genuine welcome, perhaps it is more
likely that they may be able to develop a broader compassion as well.

Arta time when the world faces massive crises of migration, the demands
of solidarity can appear exhausting. The world’s religious communities
must challenge themselves to draw on those elements of their traditions
that nourish and deepen genuine solidarity with those who are suffer-
ing. For Christians, this means once again taking refuge under the cross,
because, as Hollenbach writes, “It is here that we might discover a hope
that is not hased on the illusion that we control the world.” And once we
understand this, * We find the deepest source of strength to think and act
in solidarity with those who suffer.”"”
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"Holienbach, “Sacial Ethics under the Sign of the Cross,” 12-13.
"“Ibid., 16.
“Ihid., 17-18.
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