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CHAPTD I 

Introdu.ction 

The present research is an extension of a pilot study which 

investigated the Thematic Apperception Test prot.:>cols of twent7-one 

irmaates at the Cook County Jail who were adal.t petty offenders. 

Arnold's method of stor;y sequence analysis (1962) was used to evaluate 

the !A! stories. The pattem of attitu.des fomtd in the pUot studT 

differed trc. other saaples vbieh had been studied and bad con

tributed to Arnold's e~~~pirical.l7 derived scoring system. 

The preset study, therefore, intends .t.trst to investigate the 

motivational pattern of the adult petty offender and secoru:fl,y, to ccmpare 

this pattern with tbe motiTational pattem of a group of men on 

relief, v.sing TA.f protocols &l'18.1.7zed b,y the method of story sequence 

analysis. This method vas sho1m to be e.f'f'ecti ve and revealing in 

studies on Naval oftcdere (Petrauskas, 19;8), felons (Najjar, 1967), 

and other groups both nomal and abnormal (l':lukard, 19$8; 

Quinn, 1961.; Vasailiou, 1962). 

!he value of t.bis study lies in the tact that penologists, 

cl"iminologista, paycbologiata, social wo:tkers, and politicians 

are vi tall.T concemed w1 th the r.l.sing cril&e rate in a.laost all ot 

the major vban area. The Jll&jori t;r of tbese criaea are lld.s

deaeanora rather than felonies, yet reSNI"Ch literature on the adul.t 
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misdemeanant is so scarce as to be valueless. In order to set up and 

establish an etfec ti ve rehabilitation program in a penal institution which 

would reduce recidivism and counter the current trend which results 

in overcrowding, it is necessfir"'.f to have :1 lmowledge of the motivational 

pattern o.f the i.nrr.ates. This urtderstandine car..not be obtained using 

methods of investigation such as tabulation of historical data or 

questionnaires which have been the mainstay's of research to date in 

this area. 



CHAP'l'ER II 

Review of the rlelated Literature 

There is a variety of psychological and sociological literature 

on the crilltinal. In perusing it, one is :t.ru.ck oy the fact that many more 

articles and books are devoted to the juvenile delinquent than to the 

adult criminal. What work h.aa been done with the adult prisoners has 

been done w1 th tlle a.dul t talon. ·rm.s seems to be true whether the 

research reports are dealing with diagnosis, prognosis, personality 

characteristics, or environmental constellations. Though t..~ present 

study is concerned wlth the adult offender, relevant literature on the 

adolescent or juvenUe offender will also be presented. 

General Studies on the Offender 

'l'he nbjeet of cr.l.minal behavior bas been treated in books, 

articles, or reviews which discuss criminal behavior in light of a 

personality theory (Bergler, 1961; Bernabeu, 1958; Lowrey, 1944; 

Woddis, 19$7). If' the book or article ie SOlllewhat more advanced or 

sophisticated, it may cite f'indings which support the personality theory, 

then present its conclusions concerning the cr:tminal as 1 .tactual 1 • 

In this case, mu.ch of the data gathered (usu.ally based on interviews or 

case histories) was ignored if it did not bear directly on the theory 

.3 
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in question. Thu.s Woddis was able to prove his contention that the 

criminal who is fOtmd to be suffering £rom depression is unconsciously 

seeking punishment. According to Bemabeu, the delinquent is still 

maintaining an "infantile .fantasy o.f omnipotence" which was thought to be 

the mechanism explaining his behavior. 

Several psychologists have attempted to study the perceptual 

qualities of the delinquent or o.f the adult offender. Generally, these 

studies presented a list o.f statements to the offender and the non

offender and made comparisons of the responses with outside criteria. 

Some of these studies were brought together in a review by Nettler (1961) 

in order to prove her thesis that although "good men" and ''bad men rt 

reside in different real worlds tbis does not explain all the differences 

in perception that are found; there still remains a shared world. Her 

findings were that "bad men" behave badly because they see the world 

accurately; whereas the "good men" behave nicely because they have 

learned the popular ways of' seeing falsely. Because her report brought 

together the work from many studies, it was interesting, even though it 

offered very slender clues to a deeper level of understanding of the 

offender. 

The relationship between social class membership and criminality 

has received more than a passing consideration. Riess' (1961) work 

characterized much of the work done from this point of view. He 
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investigated children over twelve who ware still in school from the 

various socio-economic levels of one metropolitan area. Riess stated that 

one has to take into account bow the delinquency rate was affected by 

the prevailing cultural traditions within the particular section of the 

community. Five apeei.f:i.c conclusions resu.l ted from his ef:torta 

1) in personal interviews more frequent and more serious delinquent 

acts are reported by lower than by middle class boys; 2) only among 

lower class boys did he find delinquents who ware almost totally oriented 

toward crlminal activities; .3) typically, the lower status boy was a 

conforming non-achiever whereas his middle class counterpart was a 

confoming achiever; 4) conformers were more likely to be isolates 

than were con-conformers, that is, the children o:t any class whose behavior 

was good did not associate with gangs; 5) both lower and middle 

class boys had peer-oriented forms of delinquent organization. An 

ecological study is significant, though only at the superficial levels; 

:tor such studies o:t:ter their tabulated data with nei'~er explanation nor 

direction. The dynamics o:t the groups have to be provided by studies 

concerned with motivational aspects o:t behavior. 

Auld (1952) presents another type of study dealing with the 

social class. After reviewing the literature which demonstrates how 

social class differences affected the responses to personality tests, 

he stated that in considering the differences between social classes it 

might be well to note whether these differences are meaningful or 



trivial. AJ. thou;::h the middle class seemed to show up more fa.v,rably 

on the tests in alJ. the studies he reviewed, the evidence did not 

consider l>rhether tl1e differences were meanint;f'll.l, significant, and 

relevant or whether they were easily e.xplained b7 other extraneous 

factors, such as Ci..ffarent experiences and OJI>ortunities for education 

and stimulation. 

Clinical studies have been done w1 th individuals who had committed 

a specific crime. It was thought that a thorough study of these persons 

would reveal characteristics which could be applied to others who had 

also committed the same type of criminal act (Kahn, 1960; Lemert1 1958). 

These studies use the ~-Techsler, the TAT, the Rorschach and simiJar 

tests, and explain the results using either a specific personality 

theory or a more eclectic approach. Idiographic studies can be 
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revealing, use.t.'ul, evan necessary :·rhen they are objective, and when the 

dataare not hidden or clouded by prior interpretation. \ihen interpretation 

ls biased by theory 1 the personality being studied becomes secondary 

to the theory. Kahn, for example, described a mass :murderer as 

hostile, narcissistic, exhibitionistic. The man under consideration 

also expreE~E'·;~.• t.e:1osr, compassionate affect for people who had been 

hurt but this was considered a reaction formation. 

Many of' the studies have been primarily interested in screening 

prison inmates for any of a variety of reasons, or in setting up norms 



for predictive purposes. Su.ch studies frequently make use of the 

numerous intelligence scales and of the H1PI (Caldwell, 1959: Fry, 1952; 

Hathaway & Honaohesi, 1957; Kahn, 1959). Fry's purpose was to 

develop norms for a oollage population using i~~tes of a state prison 

as the comparison group. The findings on the KNPI indioa tad that the 

prisoners were one-half to one sigma higher in mean T-soores in 
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all categories than were the students. At a five percent level of 

significanoe the male prisoners exoeeded the male students on the 

following scales: ~ochondriasis, Depression, Psychopathy, Paranoia, 

Schizophrenia, EYPomania. The students exceed the prisoners in sexual 

interests. There was no difference between negro and white male 

prisoners. At a five peroent level of significance, the female prisoners 

exceeded the female college students on the following scales: Depression, 

Psychopathy, Paranoia, and sexual interests. The female students exceeded 

the fe~~le prisoners in I~chondriasis, ~steria, and Hypomania. 

Kahn (1959), on the other hand, investigated fifteen murderers and 

twenty-four burglars who had pleaded not-guilty by reason of insanity 

to determine whether the two types of anti-social behavior would be 

accompanied by differentiating personality oonfigurations. His analysis 

of the two groups was based upon fifteen social history variables, the 

Wechsler-Bellevue and the Rorschach. I~ qypothesized that the murderer 

was sadistic and hostile. This sadism and hostility were rigid~ 



controlled but the potential existed in their personalities for an 

impulsive breakthrough; whereas this was not true for the burglars. He 

found the sado-masochistic content high for both types. He concluded, 

in general, that the murderers have less personality resources as they are 

more often diagnosed psychotic whereas the burglars are usually diagnosed 

as character disorders. The burglars compared to the murderers ware less 

conforming, were more often arrested, and were less occupationally and 

maritally stable. Unfortunately, his groups were not only small but also 

too select to be representative of' burglars and murderers in general. 

Volkman (19 .58-19 59) used the MMPI to distinguish delinquent from 

non-delinquent boys by attempting to discover the differentiating 

personality characteristics. He held constant several social factors 

which he thought other studies had not done; therefore, they were actually 

inadequate or incomplete in his estimation. He concluded that there 

was no difference between the two groups ld thin the normal limits on the 

MMPI; the groups seemed to be comparatively homogeneous. Volkman stated 

that the results he obtained were affected by the fact that one of the 

groups he used were apprehended delinquents; according to him, these are 

not necessarily representative of the delinquent population as a whole, 

for nothing is lmown about the delinquent who escapes capture. In his 

opinion projective instruments were not serviceable because they lacked 

objectivity in approach and scoring; yet, he admitted that the tests which 

are classified as more objective or more easily scorable have not produced 



:my tl.sable or consistent data. There is room for much mora research on 

the offender using instrwnents which tap the different levels of 

personality. 

9 

In an article in 1949 ... 50 Schuessler and Crea:·:ay attempted to evaluate 

all the material published in the united State:> on the subject 

of personality differences between ihe criminal and non-criminal as 

determined by objective tests of personality. The literature encompa.,sed 

approximately twenty ... five years. Results from tests like the Woodworth, 

Bemreuter, the Thurstone questionnaire which deals with emotional 

stability did not permit definite conclusions. Tests of emotional 

maturity, like the Pressey and the Kent...Bosa:nof.f, were contradictory. 

Lack of definite pro0 f or contradictory results seemed to characterize 

the diher tests also; these tests covered such things as the temperament 

of the person, his character, adjustment, maturity. The results of the 

studies which used the MMPI with delinquents tended to support the 

hypothesis that criminals are emotionally distrubed. 

All these studies, be felt, were unsatisfactory; either because a 

personality test was used without any hn>othesis about the relation of 

personality factors a.!'ld criminal behavior; or, the testing was done for 

screening purposes and only incidentally as a wa;r of contrasting the 

criminal and the non-criminal. In most of the studies, averages of 

scores from the criminal group were compared to some preconceived norm 

of the population. Schuessler and Cressey's review was adequate, though 
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somewhat dated. It points to the need for adequate investigation with 

objective instruments as well as with the "less objective" projective ones. 

TAT Studies Employing Various Methods of Interpretation 

Not many studies have made use of the TAT; of the studies that did, 

many are open to serious criticism. Some studies used it as they would an 

objective or check list type of test, thus did not exploit it to its 

fullest potential. 

An example of work with the TAT which is limited in scope is that of 

Fisher and Shotwell (1961). They found that groups of nom.al1 delinquent, 

and retarded adolescents each had a def1nite pattern of preferences for 

various TAT cards. 'l'h& nozmal. and the delinquents bad similar patterns, 

but the retarded group diff'ered from both of the other groups. However, 

the most liked and the most disliked cards were the same for all three 

groups. 'l'his tj'pe ot stuc:tr provides no use.tUl information when it comes 

to Wlderstanding the del.inqwmt or crild.nal group; yet tbis gross, 

superficial use of the TAT is characteristic of •8111' of the s'b:tdies which 

do use the TAT. 

In 1952 a stuc:tr waa reported by Fr¥ in which he made the attempt to 

develop norms for college stu.cJao.t.a tn three test.~ .... the HMPI, the 

Boaenz~g Pi.cture-Frsu.tration ~and the TAT. His su.bjects were 2.)6 

male and !emile, white, college volunteers. He also used 226 male 

and f'emale prison inmates of' both the Negro and Caucasian race. The 
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W was sco.~'ed according to ir'J's method of anal.;srsis 1n which there are 

194 scoring itaus. He s~ted that his method O:t" scoring the 'l'A'r enabled 

him to di.f'ferentiate the two groups on intell:i.:;..-.nce, ei vU and social 

natu.a, race, sex, and saae pereonal.ity variables. Bat, he dt.d not 

Jlallti.on wbich persanali ty Y&1"'.l.ables distinguistled the two gzwpa. 1'be 

whole e'tnq giftS the blpresaion that the au.'til1er was interested in 

atractural., tomal character.f.st.ies :rather than :motd.va1d.onal. or ~c 

factors. 

L31e and Gf.l.cbrist (U$8) tried to ela.ri.ty' possible methode of 

interpreting the !AT 1n a study' or tb:l.rty-aix non-d.elinqunt. and thirt;r-cme 

4al.inquent bol"B• They also attempted to discover U' the known behavior 

ef del.inqunt boya was retl.ected in t.hemat.i.c aaterial. When the .t.lnlt 

analysis of the data did not produce e:ny renl.sa, the authors att.ributed 

thi8 to the .tact that it was not the type ot stor.r bat the 

"interpretation .Z 1;he organisation ot the story that w.Ul be the 1108't 

revealing of an :!.ndivid.ua11s probl.EDS." Next, they bad three psychologists 

read the pl'Otocols and sort them into delinquent and non-dal..inqunt 

categor::l.ea on \he basis ot the f'eelings of the ma.1.n character, 

the ••t often cpreased needs, the point et vt. tJX:preaaed, 

the daunt. -.huis. What t:lnal.ly d1scr'im1nated betw.Mn 

the two gNilpS WI!B that among the delinquants the.'re wu a 
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"lack of distance'.l be'b-reen their aggressive fantasies and their express! 

in the story W'b.ereas the :non-delinquents would fiJi:¥ ":lt• s o.oJ.y a stor.r" or 

11it isn't 111e.- '1 Their concept o! "distance" was used in the attaapt to 

as they define it, is alliS¥& found in non-d.elinqaenta. 

Y01.mg (1956) invest',lzated. juvanilta d.el.inq\l.e.n ta using the TAT. She 

was interested in discovering 1) the W'8iY the j\l.venlle descr:l.bed tile 

rolss or thei1• pa.t'&lts; 2) their salt-concept, thav.gat. to be reftal~ 

by the tigare :ln each card with wbich the cbUd ident.itiad; 

3) tile rel.ati«J. o£ their needs (aimilar to ~· s l:Ln ol ..U) to 

their sel!-corwept. The au.tbor made use of a procedue 'by llen'er 

(Colsan, 1947) :in which the stories Wl'8 1"8Dked ou a t.:l;n-level 

scale, each point representating t. .~ leva\ ot iaftl."t-'b 

(~.l no reapv~:se to the interpretation ot the tMlinga of tJ1e 

characters and a full plot). The relationship betwalr.t. the .otional 

tone ot th.e plot and ot the endiDg wu a1.ao explored. 

She. f'ound that auong the da1.inqaen:t bo71 )8.2!/& Nt'erred to the 

pate~ tiga.re as advis:lng the child, ene-tltl.rd dUcri.bed i;he illness or 

1.njury of the father (20.6% specified that tt. son abot -the tatbar). Ia 

'these stories, the i'atber wu a.dmired more than the lllOt.h.erJ and the 

1!he ooncept of distance was taken f1'all 'l.'clmld..rui {1947) a:a.d iaplies 
the presence or absence ef adequ:te meehaniSIUI whtch aN in\erposed 
between the ilapu.1..ee and tbe phantasied act. 
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boys had a tendency to see more good than bad in both parents. The 

delinquent girls, on the other hand, depicted the undesirable traits in 

both parents and were impressed by the paternal role of working and earning 

a living, and by the reality of poverty. Both boys and girls saw the mother 

as more punitive; she was also the one who made them do things judged 

displeasing by the child. The children manifested such needs as succorance 

or love, a desire for material possessions, a need for achievement, and 

reactions or needs around the idea of failure; they were concerned about 

heterosexual and aggressive be~~vior, and expressed intra-aggressive

dejection syndromes. The plots were le.rgfiy unhappy (62.~); one--thlrd 

of these bad happy endings while 2~had unhappy plote and endings. 

The lack of a comparison ~p leaves these findings inconclusive. 

It may well be that such results would be found among other adolescents 

of the same age, intelligence, socio-economic background and possibly 

among adolescents in general. There was no information as to how many 

people worked on the data o:r if they analyzed the stories in the same way. 

The :findings were not rel.e:.ted to any crite:da or beh!\Vior. Even an 

exploratory study should give some direction; Young's study gives none. 

Her purpose vas to discover significant material concerning the juvenile 

delinquents on the TAT; but without a comparison group, it is 

questionable whether the material was really characteristic of delinquents. 

Stone (1956) introduced the Aggressive Content Seale in order to 

score hostile-aggressive responses on the TAT objectively. In his 



investigation he employed the TAT with army prisoners who aggressiveness 

determined into Which category they were placed. The least agressive 

group was comprised ot twenty-five males who vere court martialed because 

ot deaertioa, going AWOL, but who had no reeord ot any previous offense. 

The moderately' agreaai ve group ot twenty-seven 1\U.lea had been AWOL or 

had deaerted but had a record ot at least tvo previous 1101rl-&ggreasive 

ot:fen.eea. The most aggressive group had been court -.rtialed tor murder 

or assault and ba4 at least two previous offenses on reeo:rd (thirty-one 

•lea) • A three-point synem was applied to the TAT stories baaed upon 

whether the content 11N0lved a death, physical aggression, or verbal 

agreasioa. He hypothes1ae4 that the most aggressive group should show a 

greater amo\U'lt of aggressive content thaB the me4eftte aD4 least aggressive 

;,;roupa both singly and eombinec!; the lBOtlerate group should show a greater 

amount o:f asgreaeive content th&Jt the least aggressive group. His results 

did not eompletely eon:finl the hypotheses, tor the continuum broke down. 

Although the moat aggressive group showed sr-ter aggressive content than 

did the moderate (pe.Ol) and the least aggressive group (po.o6), this 

did not hold true when the moderate group was compared to the least aggresaiv~ 

groups (:p-.10). Though Stone felt that his seale diacr:i.Jainated. between 

~aaaultive and non-assaultive groups, he stated that :further confirmation 

of the seale would be needed. 
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Mussen and Naylor (1954) reported that behavior could be predicted 

if the way in which TAT stories deal with aggression was taken into 

account. They studied a group of lower class delinquents who were rated by 

attendants and observers on two behavior scales. When the TAT stories and 

the behavior scales were compared, it was found that the boys who told 

stories in which there was a great deal of aggression but little or no 

mention of punishment for it w~re more aggressive in fact than boys who 

told as many stories of aggression but in which the offender was punished 

:!.n some way. The authors conc~.ud.-.d that aggressive story themes by 

themselves will not predict behavior unless the underlying attitudes toward 

aggressive behavior are taken into account as well. 

Mussen and Naylor's study raises the question as to whether basic 

motivational patterns can ever be tapped by a mere counting of themes; yet 

thi..s is the method chosen in tr.ost TA1r interpretations. Actually, this 

method has not yielded impressive results. For instance, Murray stated 

as long ago as 1938 that there is no relation between the intensity of the 

aggressive need as judged from the number of aggressive themes in the TAT 

and overt aggressive behavior. Symonds (1950) states that there is no 

relationship between fantasy aggression and overt aggression. Jensen(l959) 

implies that the mere investigation of content will yield no significant 

relationships about relatively stable behavioral tendencies. In other 

words, the superficial analysis of the stories by counting "themes" vill 

not yield information about a person's motivational system or method of 

operation. 
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studies Concerned with the 'fhcapson TA!( T-TAT) 

Cook (19$3) in a s'fAld1' With sO\li:tem Negro and White subjects f'ound 

that there was no d:i.f'.teNnee between the T-TU and the TAT w:l th respect to 

length ot stories or twel:n measures of' ego def'ansi'98lleas. The 

subjective reports which were also obtained indicated that the Negroes f'elt 

they cCN.ld idmt.ify w.l th the figures in e1 tber test whereas tbe White 

Rbjects tbov.gh't o.t w :r-ru t:Lgaru u Negroes rather than people-in

general. 

RI.Ns, Scl'Jwar1;a, and Cottingha did two aval.u.tions of the data they 

gathered (1950J Semrarn, et al., 19Sl.) which oc.msisted of' northem Negroes 

and Wbi~. They aJ.so :taand, u Ceok did, that theft was no significant 

ditterence wi'ih respect to story length , and ne:f:ther did muaber o:t ideas 

expruaed ditttrr sigaiticantl.;,r. As an explanation of' their reaults, the 

authors state that the .Negroes in our culture are unaccustomed to seeing 

Negroes 1n our Clll.ture :po~d in pictures. 'Wlal preasted With 

pictves of' Negroes they becCJM sel.t-cGOSCioa.s aJxMt their racial status 

and this tends, if ~g, to defeat the basic purpose of the projeotiYe 

method and euphaa1se social distance. 

In another awd;r (Korchin, Mitchell, and Meltzo:t.t, 19.50) eighty 

White and eighty' Negro su.bjecta equally divided into Jld.d.dle and lower 

cl.aaa were tCJUnd to be s1mil.ar with respect to stolT length and 1den'tifica

tion. The authors thought that the T-TAT represents an undesirable 

I"edaot1on in ambiguity wbich evokes attitudes toward Negro probl.cs rather 
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than eliciting material revealing of the individual personality. 

Frc.m these studies we can in:::·er that the Murray TAT is as effective 

as the Thompson TAT even for Negroes, and perhaps more so. For this 

reason, l2 cards from the Murray TAT were ~sed in the present study, both 

for Negroes and Whites. 

Studies Employing Arnold's Story Sequence Analysis 

A study which makes use of a method of TAT analysis that does 

indicate the underlying attitudes of the person is that of 

Petrauskas (1959). The subjects ';lSed by Petrauskas and those used in the 

present study are similar. His experimental group included naval 

offenders who were awaiting court martial f'or infractions of the Navy 

regulations, mainly being AWOL at least twice; and the group to be 

investigated here consists of petty offenders. The individuals in 

Petr~uska.s' group not only lacked social adjustment in the Navy but had a 

history of delinquent behavior prior to their entrance into the service. 

His control group consisted of men in the Navy who had never been in any 

difficulty wl1ile in the service nor had a record of any previous 

difficulty. Petrauskas was specifically dealing with the differences in 

attitude between the naval offender and the non-offender. He used 

thirteen of' the TAT cards in the BM series (1,2, 3, 4, 6, 1, 9, 111 

13, 14, 16, 17, 20). 

His results showed that the naval offender possessed a 

significantly greater number of negative attitudes than did the non-

offender. It wa.sa:so possible, in his investigation, to present 



qualitative differences in the attitudes of the two gro~w• in five 

general categories • attitudes toward aelf, toward others; attitwies 

toward work and suceessJ attitudes toward a problem; attitudes toward 

duties and obligations. Since this study va.s do.."le, the seor::i.ng system 

13 

and categories have been extended and revised~ though the basic conceptions 

have been Dintained. 

The offenders ba4 generally negative attitudes. They were 

suspicious, lonely, and unsure ~ themaelves. ~ey felt they would fail 

despite any effort, so gave up tryina rather easily. Success was said 

to be dependent upon chance. If faced with a problem, they did not 

demonstrate a constructive approach but tended to put the blame tor their 

situation upon other persons. Toward forces external to themselvea, tor 

instance, fate, ealamitiea, disappointment, they were pessimistic, telt 

hopeless and discouraged. For these men lite was Just unpredictable. In 

their stories, duties, obligations, responabilities were neglected. They 

:f"el t that they should riot do anythiq that wa.s not pleasant. 

None of their attitudes would enable these individuals to make 

adequate and satisfactory adJustments in lite. They lacked hope and 

positive feelings in dealing with themselves, others, and their 

aurrounclings. 

The non-offenders were sensitive to the feelings ot others. 

According to their stories, if success in lite came about it was bacause 

ot their own e:f'tcrta. Problems were looked at realistically and were 
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approached in a responsible, non ... impulsive manner. They vere more 

hopeful and optimistic in the f'ace of' the powers tb&t be. They recognizee.\ 

responsibilities and were aware of the penalties f'or ignoring them. 

These non-offenders seemed to have attitudes and personality resources 

which enabled them to face and meet lite and adJust to it with a good 

marsin lett tor hope ancl happiness. 

NaJJar (1961) investipted two aroupa of felons eha.ra.eterized as 

inadequate and inept pqehope.ths aecording te Astin' 1 bipolar 

"selt-eat,em" MMPI Pd traits. He used Arnold's method of' story sequence 

analysis to find the motivational correlates of' then two deviant groups. 

He controlled tor HYeral ft.riablea: the mean age ot the inadequate 

pa;ycbope.th w.a 25.5 years, ot the inept 26.3 years; respectively, race 

was 23 white, 15 nesro to 22 white, 16 negroJ efiuca.th.n 10.1 years fo:r the 

inadequate, 10.2 years :for the inept; residence fo:: uotn groups was 33 tram 

urban areas and 5 from rural areas. 

Among his concluaiona was a general one stating that A...-nold' s method 

ot TAT analysis vas a "powerful technique for making fine personality 

(attitudinal)discriminations." More ~citically, he found ai&liticantly 

different patterns in the posi·tive imports in the area of human 

relationships an4 in the neptive i.Jaports in the ar• of right and wrong 

actions. The inadequatea consider IQGd relations desirable, vill enlist 

the aid ot others to ma.illtain them, and are easily influenced. They 

ex;preas hope for a better lite but prennt no plan of action. The.lnepts 
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v.l.ewed r:o·Jd 1..:l.at:Lons as desirable in the aenae ot what otbenl can do tor 

them. Ral.attonshipa are MWW8Cl vitbol&t regNta or ettort at 

reoonciliattcm.. f1'&td.r cbancterw reta.ae ·to Ctllntoa, l.l"8 atQbborn and 

cont.ptu.oua f4 otnen wbo trl7 to tell ~ 1ldlat t.o do and declaN that 

at&Z'V1val. depends • loold.na oat for ~wa. 

In t.be1r stor1H, b 1nepta ._.. aware ot tbe tapljoat.iou of r.l.gbt 

and 1ll'Olll tut be.U.ewd ~- could be awJ.dad by a al11ple a&d ..Se 

ot wbat tlley did Ol" by ~ tlw.T ..... aor'l7• Dla7 .... IIIDipl&l&t4ft 

and avoic1ed ..,. a pJ."'QDd.se to clJ.allp. Ji\mf.a11Delt 881"Nd. on1,y to aroue 

their :reaan:f.allrnt and aal.t-)d.ty. !be ~ had no appnci&tion of 

right and Wl'QQ.gJ tbere£oN , otl8na ve1'8 needed to proYlde fPd-481 inea tor 

their 'beba.v:l.or. !be 8tol7 oha.Nctera pr.d.8e to do better bu.t action 

never foll.owe. T.be;r do wbat is a.pecliant and hope it tuma oat well. 

b ioadequ:tu• at1d.tudea 1f81"8 more puaiw wlth reapect to right 

and wrong action. The irtepts• attiiw:J.es we.N mora acttw td.th respect 

to tmman rela:ttonab:i.pa and a.dvel"ai ty. 



CHAPTER III 

Procedure 

Subjects 

The two groups of people studied for this project were forty-two 

convicted inmates at the Cook County Jail and fifty men who were on the 

relief rolls of Cook County. A l~rger number of men were tested for 

both groups but were eliminated because there was no background 

information availa~le on them, because they did not or could not give 

a story to each of the twelve TAT pictures presented to them or 

because instructions were not followed, thereby invalidating the 

responses. 

It had been hoped that the groups could have been matched on a 

2 
variety of characteristics. This was found to be tmpractical as the 

two agencies involved provided limited cooperation. 

2 
There were 16 pairs comparable in age 1 education, race, and 

residency in Chicago since birth. When the group which formed these 
pairs was compared to the r~ainder of their respective samples with 
respect to age and educational level, there were significant 
differences. This meant that the data on the sub-samples of pairs 
could not be generalized to the remainder of the sample. Thus the 
decision was made not to use the pairs as a basis tor a discussion of 
the results. 

21 
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We have then tvo groups ot men, each group representative ot the 

population trom which it was drawn, but the two populations are .!!21 

atrictly comparable. The results obtained tor ea.eh group was meaninctul 

tor its population. 

In the two samples, the petty offenders at Cook County appear to be 

youncer, better e4ucated, and equally divided between Negroes a.nd 

Caucasians.3 The men on relief are generally older Negroes tram the 

South who have little education. 

The ase ot the jail group ranged from 17 to 61 years with a mean 

ot 31.43 years. The racial percentage vas equivalent but not proportional. 

There was no significant difference between the races within the 

sample with respect to either age or education. The mean number ot 

years of schooling for the Jail sample vas 10.86 years (Table 1). 

The sample of men on relief ranged in age from 23 to 58 years 

with a mean of 42.8; this difference between them and the Jail group 

was significant as was the educational level (rel1efers averaged 6.48 

years of schooling) (Table 1). Besides the lower educational level there 

was another difference: 82% of the relief sample was Negro, of these 

men only ~ were Chicago born and reared {Table 2). Within the relief 

sample, there vas no difference betveea the Caucasians and the Negroes. 

3A study on several hundred men tn Cook County Jail during the 
year 1964 indicated a mean age of 29 years, 5~ Negro and ~ 
Caucasian (Levis and Flanagan). 



AGE Jail 
Mean 
S.D. 
N 
t* 

Relief 
VJ.ean 
S.D. 
N 
t* 
t** 

EDUCATION 
Jail 

1-iean 
S.D. 
N 
t* 

Relief 
Mean 
S.D. 
~· ~~ 

t* 
t** 

-

Table 1 

Means, Standard Deviations, ani t Values 

of the Jail and Relief Groups 
on Age and Eduoation in Years 

l~egro Ca.uoasion 

)2.81 30.05 
9.61 9.63 

21 21 
n.s. 

42.20 45.56 
8.55 7.35 

41 9 
n.s. 

10.67 11.05 
1.!-J.9 1.10 

21 21 
n.s. 

6 .. 29 7.JJ 
3.28 ).94 

41 9 
n.s. 

Total 

31.43 
9.72 

42 

42.80 
8.44 

50 

.01 

10.86 
2.68 

42 

6.48 
J.l~J 

50 

.01 

*t for uncorrelated means (McNemar, 1955. p. 109) between .Negro and 
Caucasian within the Jail group and within the Relief group. 

23 

**t for uncorra1ated means between the Jail group and the Relief group. 
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Table 2 

Number of Subjects Born in Chicago or Elsewhere 

and Years of ChiQago Residency 

Jail RelW 

Chicago born 2l 4 

Born elsewhere 21 46 

Years in Chicago 

Mean 21.5 18.33 

Median 19.5 17.50 

Range 5-37 15 mos.-
48 years 

Table 3 

Job Classification of Jail and Relief Groups 

Jail Relief 

N c T N c T * 
Unskilled 7 4 ll 24 2 26 

Semi-skilled 10 6 16 12 4 l6 

Skilled 2 4 6 l l 2 

Self-employed 21 3 5 0 0 0 

Service l 4 5 4 2 6 

• N - Negro; C - Caucasian; T-Total number of men within the group 
for the category. 



l'j(!OlY·~'-----------------------------------~ 

with respect to age nor the amount o:t schooliBg (Table 1). 

The classification otoccupations tor the tvo samples vas within 

the trades and cratta (5 tor the Jail group; 6 tor the relief 

25 

group). Within the Service occupations, the limited number of persona 

falling within this category did not make a comparable classification 

possible. There were no occupations among the aen in the Service 

category which would require a college or graduate education. 

At the time of their arrest, 23 of the men were working, 19 

were not. Table 3 indicates the breakdown of the type of work: 

63~ fell within the unskilled or semi-skilled classification. .Among 

the men on relief, 42 or 84; were unskilled or semi-skilled, of the 

remainder more were in the Service than in the skilled category and 

none had been in business for themselves. 

One of the factors governing the selection of the reliefers was 

the absence of arrests for at least five years. With respect to the 

men in jail, twelve had never been in jail before; of the thirty who 

had prior sentences, nineteen men bad been in between 2 and 5 times, 

three had been in 6, 10, and 12 times respectively. Table 4 indicates 

the type of crime which had been committed as well as whether the 

offender had been in Jail before or not. In this group, 8 were 

sentenced for serious vehicular offenses, 18 for various types of 

theft, 5 for possession ot drugs, T related to non-payment of alimony or 
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Table 4 

Number of Criminal Offenses 

in Jail Sample 

Crime First Offense Prior Term 

Vehicular 
No License 3 
Driving while 

Intoxicated 1 1 
Hit and Run 1 
other l l 

Theft 
Shop lifting l 
Burglary l 
Robbery l 
Armed Robbery 1 
Deceptive Practice l 
Theft l 12 

Possession of Drugs 5 

Alimony l l 

Non-support 2 

Contempt l 2 

Assault and Battery l 

Manslaughter-
Involuntary l 

Criminal Trespass l 

Public Indecency l 
N :: -!2 30 



support llOnies or contempt charges, only 2 involvri crimes against 

the person per ae (one thett involved the use of weapons and one 

vehicular offense was a hit and run) and only 1 sexual and 1 

trespassing offense. The dearth of crimea against the person reflects 
4 

the fact that these men are petty offenders rather than felons. 

Administration 

Twelve TAT cards were used (1,2, 3BM, 4, 6BM, 7BM, 9BM, 11, 

13M', 16, l8BM, 20). The instructions given to both samples were 

those suggested by Arnold (1961) which emphasize the outcome of 

the stoey. 

This is a test of your creative tmagination. You vill 
see twelve pictures, one after another. As you look 
at each picture, write as dramatic a st017 as you ou 
about it. Tell vba't bas led up to the scene shown in 
the picture ud vb&'t is bappenin& nw. What are the 
thoughts and feelings of the people in the picture? 
Wbat will be the outcCMt 

Since ve are interested in your creative imagiaation, 
be sure to tell a story with a plot and an outcome. 
Do not just describe the pictu.re. fry to write a 
story and net a piece ot conversation. 

You will have five minute& foJ" eallh stt\ry. Be aura 
to write samethins about each picture. If 1011 C&ll't 
think of &D.1thing for one of the pictures, wite 
that clwa too. 

Added to these iJUit'ructions vas a further clariticaticm of wbat 

vas req_uirecl by ua.1.ng the example of a televisicm proaram. 

4aome of the background information obt&inecl on the men vas 
not relevant but can l>e found in Appendix I. 



It•a lila a !V noey. It ;yua've ... Ror:Les on tv, they 
have a beg:l.nniftg1 a lld.d<D.e, and an -.din8J I want y-. to 
gift a .noz..r with a begiw.ng, a Jniddle, and an end-what 
b.appanecl, wba1; 1188 the -~CJI8. Don t t jut, deacribe the 
aitu.t.ton. Dal 1t 1f01"l'7 &boat apel.l..Usg • 

.A.t'te'r' tba .f:t.Jost card, tbcr Wl"e aga:ln giftll Ute eDIIIp1.e ot the 'lV 

prograa, axcapt tor b se.t.ence &boat apeW.ng, and. their stories 1t1U'e 

checked so each 1nd:f:r.tdaal knew whether they bad cCIIJPlied with the 

2 and )Iii. 
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The carda were projected e a ac:reen.J each card raained in n• 
dur:tng 'Uta tiM trhe ster.Lu were baing wr.l. t'Mrl. file me were gi:rm ......,_ 

rd.nu.tu t:> 1fl"ita t-heir f':t.Nt stoey and five m.1..nutes tbereattel-. None 

indicated that tMT needed aore time. The iMatee ..,.... gi'Nl'l tbe !AT 

a.t the Jail in g:NU.ps of twelve by a male pc:rchol..egiat, with a aal.e aide. 

'fha two aen wbo indicated the7 required help 1n order to write later 
\ 

dictated their st.or1es to the p~holag:l.st. 

Halt ot tdle raJ.iet sample wre ~ in the morning and halt ~..n tha 

afte.moon 1n tho ~ at Ma.r1l.lae Social Canter. They were seated 1n 

m1eh a way that they' bad a tW.l v1ev or the scram. One ot the two 

p~bologiat.s p;restnted. the instrw:tions a."ld than both served as f'l.oaters 

tor the lWRa:!Jldar of 'Wia t.utt..ng. Prior to the test, the un were asked 

individually U they needed h.4l.p 1n order to wr.tte. !hose that requested 

such aid were assigned ill) second year graduate social -workers wbo 

transcribed their stories. Eight in the SROl"rJing and 
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titteen in the attemoon session requested help. 1'b.ere was no 

discernible d:lft'erenoe between the dictated and written records of either 

sample. 

The social histories of both groups were taken by the second year 

social workers who had a .f'orm to follow and receiftd prior instmctions 

conoeming 1 ts v.se. 

SCORING 

The protocols were coded and typed by persons tmo were not involvad 

in the importing and seori ng. m the stories 1l'8!'e analysed using the 

method of story sequence anal.yaia (A:mold, 1961) wl:d.ch is comprised of 

an import and a score. The score yields a m111lC"ieal value ranging from. 

+2 ( .,_,. pos:Ud:ve) to -2 ( 'ft1l'J' negative). There are also tour categories 

covvlng such areas ae I- Snccess, -:iork, Mbi~t, n- Right or 

Wrong Actions and Intentions, In - lUman Rela:td.oubipe, and IV- Ad?eNity. 

When absolutel7 naceaaar,, the abnol"'UUl scoring categories were uedJ 

these were presented pJ."ima.rUy' in a s'ta.l~ by Vaaail1cN. (1962). 

'fbe inwstigator illlported and scored all of the recorda. live other 

persons, trained in the •tbod, also iaported. a:nd scored, 1ndapendentl7, 

varying ll1UilbeN of the records. Any dittereno .. 1n scoring and iaport 

ware di8CWJMclJ if agre-.nt couLd not be reaehed, the ditterences were 

arbitl"ated by an expe1"t in this utbod. Slnce the abstracting of 

imports is a higbly ald.lled procedllre 1n v.t.d.ch II.'W.IDCeS ot the story can 

easily be overlooked, it was better to depend on consensus than on 

independent analysis and scoring. 
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Evaluation of Results 

The subjects 1 imports and scores are broken down into a 

quantit,a.tive and qualitative analysis. There are four classifications of 

the subjects• .imports or their scores which are evaluated statistically: 

1) the cat.egories into which the imports fell (I-Achievement, II-Ri.ght 

or Wrong .Action, III-Human Relationships, IV .. Adversity), 2) the 

numerical values assigned to the imports (+2,+1, -1, -2), 3) the 

classification ot the imports with respect to their active or passive 

value (this latter method ~£ evaluation has befW. used wlth informative 

and useful results by two other studies using story sequence analysis -

Fields, 1955, Najjar, 1967), and 4) the classification of imports with 

respect to isolation or association with others. 

The fourth classification occurs because in the qualitative analysis 

it appeared that other people played more of a role in the attitudes of 

the men on relief than they did for the men in jail; tw.s an atteMpt is 

made to see if this is true. Involvement or interaction in tne stories 

is largely suparticial, uni-directional, and immature. Tbe only criteria 

which is used to classitl,- the data. is whether another person(s) is 

releTant in the stoey and thus included in the formation of the imports. 

The chi-square statistic (Siegel, 1956, p. 107) is used to test 

the signii'ieanc3 ot the differences betwee."l the two samples in 

clas:Jitica.tions 2, ), and 4. Ohi-sqo.are cannot be used to test the 



dif'f'erence in tbe d:Lsvtblltion of' ill.port.s into the .tear categOries because 

the US111D.Pt10n o.t independent heqwmciea is 'Violated; therefore, 

only the proportions are given. tJnlesa otherwise indicated the ch1-squaru 

are correc~ :tor conttmd. t;r 1 M-taUed, and at cme degree of 1'reecklm 

The atbocl o.t c01lnting ued to obtain the ~ciea :tor each or 

the chi-square iablu toU.ona the rltlllber or su.b;Ject.s net responding 1io 

a given categor,y are neW, the mDilber of' au.bject.a giv.l.ng an equ1. maber 

ot positive and nega\tve (• active-pauift or S.Ml.a~aociation) 

ruponaes in a gt:nn ca\egoJ7 are noted, 'then 'the n.blt!JO'tia who give more 

positive t.ban neg&tilft stories tor a giTen oatep17 are cluaitied u 

poait4.ft1 thoae g:l:r.l.ng ... negative than poaiid:n a'Mri.u in the .._ 

categor;r an cl.aai.tie4 nep.td.'nt. In order to be able te ue all ~ 

Rbjects vbo COD\r.l'batecl ~ in a gi'nl'l cat.egWy in ._. W&;r1 'tMo 

chi•8CIIl8"8 are .._ for ... h catego:r,r in the three cluad..t1catt.ODS. One 

ot the ohi-8CIUN ft1ua Nf• to Rbjecta oluld..t.lecl puitive or negat.i.'nt 

(or ~a\tve-pual:n1 1ae'l.a:ld.en-uaoo:l.at.1orl)J tn. .tlwr old.-aqure va:btea 

:l.nclv.de t-he S'JI\t3..W v1th tb8 td.e aoorea. bae 1d.e atb#ect.s are equ1l.y 

divided and added aw \he pealtift and negatd.w ~lea. Un.'leas 

o~e noted, tld.s S. the procedl.re which is ttN.l..-.d. 

fbe tabl.M et PIJ!'O•~ d:l.sregurct a'b;Jecte ad. .- ed.y the 

peroentage of illperta gl'ftiD 1lo a pal'tlcnalar cat1P17 w1 th respect to 

the cluld.ticatlen et petd.~egat.iw, utive-p&diftt, and. isolation

auociat:ton. 



CHAPTER IV 

Results 

The total number of stories imported, scored, and analy:;;ad 

statistically and qualitatively were 502 for the jail group and 592 

for the relief group.5 

Quantitative Aspect of the Analysis 

Table 5 indicates that the jail group gives proportionately more 

stories which fall into the category of right or wrong actions 

{II ) ; the relief group gi vas proportionately more stories in the 

categories of achievement, success (I) and human relationships {III). 

The category adversity (IV) not only has the lowest percent of stories 

in both groups but the difference between them is negligible. As a whole 

jail group is more negative 1n their attitude toward wrongdoing, 

impulsiveness, and punishment than the relief group, while the relief group 

is more concerned with human relationships, success and achievement, both 

in a negative and positive wa::f· 

5For the relief group thara are 7 additional imports which are 
abnonnal. They are not included in the statistical. analyses because they 
are qualitatively differan ·v and few in number. There is one man in the 
relief and two men in the jail group who give only ll stories, 
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Category 

I 

n 

m 

IV 

Total 

Table) 

Percent of l\aport8 in Bach Category QI.Y'IIl 

'b;y the Jail and the 1811et a-plea 

lbaber o: 
I111porta 

I* 148 .. 2CD. 

J U6 

lt 9S 

J 164 

a 20S 

J 74 
a 91 

J 502 

R 592 

Pero•t- of 
lllport.s 

29.4 

.34.0 

2).1 

16.0 

)2.6 

~.6 

14.1 

1).4 

99.8 

100.0 

•The lettere l and. a ued 1n this and other tahl.ea ref'ers tG the 
jail grou.p and tb8 reUet IIWP.t reapect1.'9'811'. 

~\sTow~ 
~ ~ 
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Table 6 

..._. et S.b.jeots 1n BIJth s.aples C3.aadft.ed. 

PMS:t4ft1 Ittga1d:n, tled, or lot lJaed and r 
~ ,.. Bach C&tegoJ7 and tw t.he !oW. 

--

~ Gt.wp • - !1.ea Bot r* x?-** 
Vaecl 

I J , 25 8 G .14 .10 

a 1) 26 9 2 n.s. n.a. 

:a l 6 lL 2 3 .oo .)0 

R 6 25 8 11 n.s. n.a. 

m I s 30 !) 2 .01 .0'1 

I 8 17 s 0 n.s. n.s. 

IV l 5 29 2 6 .02 .04 
I s 3.3 3 9 n.a. n.a. 

!otal J 2 .38 2 0 lt.:X • 0 l.Sl 
I s 38 6 0 n.s. n.s. 

*x2-...._ be..._ • 3atl. and rel.1et grcups ter the d1str1bat4.on 
ot poeUd.ve and negatl..,. abject.. 

-i- 'l'll..u ....... the j&U ed reU.e.t eab-tra -aUdt.ng the 1488 

znd.a 18 anc:act probaldl1\y' valu COilP'lt.ci \Udn,g the Mt.bod. 
ot exact probal:dlUd.ea (Me...._., 19SS, P• 241.. ) 



I 

n 

m 

IV' 

Total 

Table T 

Iblabar ad Peoent ot Poeitive and legatlve Scoru 

tor laeh Category and tor the fotal of the 

Jail &Dd laliet s.pl.u 

J 44 104 )0.0 

a 72 129 )$.8 

J 23 93 20.0 

.a 24 Tl 2$.) 

J 40 12b. 24.4 

I .46 159 22.5 

l l2 62 16.) 

R 17 74 18.7 

J 119 383 2).8 

R 159 433 26.9 

35. 

70.0 

64.2 

8o.o 

14.1 

7S.6 

n.s 
8).7 

81 • .] 

76.2 

7).1 



Catego%"y 

I J 
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n J 

.a 

m J 

R 

IV J 

R 

Total J 

R 

Table 8 

Number of Sabjecta in Both s.pJ.es IJl.aui.tied 

.Active, PuaiTe, Tied, or lot Vaed aa.d 7!
Ta.l.ua fw Bach Categor,y and for tla total 

A. p T!es ~!ot 
UMd 

13 19 10 0 .28 

12 26 10 2 n.s. 

4 24 u ) .os 
6 24 9 u n.s. 

9 26 s 2 l.S.J 

8 ).) 1 0 n.s. 

10 26 0 6 2.SS 

4 34 3 9 n.s. 

4 lO 8 0 .02 

1 38 s 0 n.s. 

.2S 

n.s. 

.oo 
n.s. 

.14 

n.a. 

1.64 

n.s. 

.06 

n.a. 

•x2v&lue 'between tba jail and relie.t subjects tor t.he diatrJ.•ticm 
ot the active and paasiw ones 

**:x,2Talue between tbe jail and relief' subjects adding the ties 
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T.'lble 9 

Number and Percent of Active and Passive Imports 

for Each Category and for the Total of the 

Jail and Relief Sample~ 

Cate- Group Number of Number of Percent of Psrcent of 
gory Active Passive Active Passive 

I J 64 84 43.3 56.7 

R 81 120 40.3 59.7 

n J 36 80 31.1 68.9 

R 34 61 35.8 64.2 

III J 56 108 Y.~.z 65.8 

R 60 145 29.3 70.7 

IV J 21 53 28.4 71.6 

R 19 72 20.9 79.1 

Total J 177 325 35.3 64.7 

R 194 398 32.8 67.2 



Wherl the aabjects are considered in te1'JI8 of lfhetber their iaports 

are poaitive or nep.td.ve, the obi-square stat.iattc, with and without tiu 

incllld.ed, reveals no s1gn1.ticant d:J..tterenou (Table 6 ). 'lbis lack of 

signiticant diftermces belcl tae within aach ot the four categories u 

well as the overall dietriba.tion. BDwever, both groups have a notable 

peroentage ot negative sconsa Jail - 76.2%, Nll.e.f - 7).1%, which 

indicates that pow, non-conatru.ct.i.ve J&Otivu pnvaU ('table 7). 

In a .t:\trther attempt to dit.ferentiate or characterize the two 

gl'OUps, the subjects are classi.tied as to whether the content in their 

stories is lar;:;eJ.7 actift or passive. 1'bere are no significant d1.t'f8l"CC''es 

between the jaU and relief allllp].es within the fov categories nor is 

there a significant di.fterence in the over&U distri.bu:td.on of subjects 

classed active or pascd:n (Table 8). Both groups have a large 

peroentage of 1Jiporta wtd.oh are passi wa jaU - 64. 7%, 

relie1'- 67.2~ (fabl.e 9). 

The final attalllpt to d 8110Ilstrate quanti ta1'4 ve.ly the differences 

between the t11o groups inwlvu the class1f:lcation of the subjects 

into whether there is an association with others at anr leftl. or whether 

the import. oenoeDtratea on one person and his own feel'ln.gs, tbought, 

and attitudes. Table 10 indicates that.in category I, acbieY811'18llt1 there 

is a significant difference ( < D5 > .02) between the jail and relief 

nbjects in their inclwd.on or exclusion of otMrs in their ilaporta. 

When the ties are included, the difference decreases, 

although the data tends to point towards 



Table 10 

Iblber ot Subject. in Both Samples Claaai.tied 

Isola'bton, Aasooiat.ton, Tied., or Not Used and x2 

vaJ.us tor Each Category and fOZ' the fetal 

categorr I A No~ r* x2** 
Used 

I J 30 s 7 0 4.30 3.1&4 

R 24 1S 9 2 < .05>.02 <.lo,.o> 
II J l2 13 14 3 2.8) 3.06 

R 8 26 5 ll (.1o> .as .(.l~.os 
m J 6 30 4 2 .06 

R 8 39 3 0 n.s. 

IV J 17 14 s 6 .oo 
R 18 17 6 9 n.a. 

Total J 17 18 7 0 2.19 

R n 27 12 0 n.a. 

* x2va.'l.:u betwem 1;be jail and ral.iet groups for the 
distd.baticm et n.b.-Jecw classed aainlT u isctlatu er associates. 

**.x2 va1.u bet11ec the jaU and reliet su.b.jeots adding tb8 
tiea 

.02 

n.s. 

.oo 
n.a. 

l.SO 
n.a. 
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Table ll 

Raw Scores and Expected Scores for 

Both Samplec in Category II for 

Isolation and Association 

·-
Ra:t-l Scores Expected Scores X2* 

I A Ties I A Ties 

J 12 lJ 14 10 19.5 9.5 9.38 
R 8 26 5 10 19.5 9.5 <.02) .01 

2 *X value at two decrees of freedom, not corrected for continuity 
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Table 12 

Number and Percent of Imports Classed Isolation 

or Association for Each Category and for the 

Total of the Jail and Relief Groups 

Cate- Group Number of Number of Percent of Percent of 
gory Isolation Association Isolation Association 

I J 10.5 43 70.9 29.1 

R 112 89 .5.5.7 44.3 

n J .53 63 4.5.6 .54.4 

R 22 7!3 23.1 76.9 

III J 47 117 28.6 71.4 

R .57 148 27.8 72.2 

IV J 40 ,, .54.0 46.0 

R 40 .51 43.9 .56.1 

~ota1 J 24.5 2.57 48.8 .51.1 

R 231 361 39.0 61.0 



the difference being there. The imports on su.ccess, achievement, work 

differ in that the jail group as compared to the people on relief yield 

fewer imports in which people are involved. In category II, right or 

wrong action, with or without ties included, the data only tends toward 

significance. The large number of ties (1.4) given bY' the jail group is 

notable. In order to see what effect this has, a two by three table 

was set up (Table U). The results is a chi-square value of 9 • .38 which, 

at two degrees of freedom and not corrected for continuit.y, is 

significant ( < .02 > .Ol). This seems to indicate that the two 

groups tend to be different with respect to their inclusion or exclusion 

of others and their ambivalence toward people. In this category, the 

imports given by the petty offenders are SODlewhat equally divided while 

those of the reliefers tend to tum toward or include others. Although 

there is no overall significant difference between the su.bjec ts, when all 

the imports are pooled, the reliefers give proportionately more imports 

in which others are involved (reliefers - 61%, jail - 51.1%, Table 12). 

Qualitative Aspects 

Although quantitative differences were noted between the two 

groups, there were still very meaningful aspects in which they were 

homogen• 'Ous: predominance of negative scores and of passive motivation. 

What, then, are the qualitative features which bring:into focus and clarify 

the differences which lead one group into conflict with societ.Y and the 

other onto society's dole? The following pages vill present the 
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qualitative differences and similarities. 6 

Before exploring the specific attitudes toward work, rest, success 

given by the petty offenders and the men on relief, it is well to recall 

the relevant statistical differences. Although the relief eroup tells 

proportionately more stories involving success, achievement (category I) 

than the jail group, the only statistically significant difference is in 

the classification isolation or association when ties are excluded. The 

jail group tends to be more involved with their own thoughts and 

feelings. The men on relief, on the other hand, tend to be involved with 

and influenced by other people. 

For the jail group, within category I, the positively scored imports 

(9 imports given by 9 me~c) involving work state that hard work, patience, 

interest, result in getting what they want. Their story characters 

are also willing to help others when their own job is completed. The men 

state that additional rewards are feelings of pleasure and being proud 

of a job well done. In some cases, initial reluctance gives way to a 

sense of responsibUi ty. 

The remainder of the imports involving work are negative. For most 

men in jail, work or even the consideration d it is tiring or exhausting and 

invol vas either meager rewards or obstacles which have to be removed before 

the person is able to get ahead. They feel that work is disg11sting, 

6 
A compilation of the imports for the jail and relief samples is 

given in Appendix II. 
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especially when it interferes with their desires. They think that tbe 

way to avoid work they dislike is to get away .from the environment they are 

in, to find some way to avoid or postpone workL"lg so they can do what 

they~ to do. 

Some of the men say that work they dislike or which angers thea or 

interferes with their pleasure$ still has to be done because others 

coerce them, or because they cannot think of an excuse to get out of it. 

Indeed, they sometimes indicate that one oan "accidentally" break tools 

or equipment, if nothing else works. Other men :Jtt.y that they are pleased 

when work can be del&Ted. However, they prefer work to school despite all 

the negative attitUdes \owa:rd work. Hen work when prodded and do avery

thing they have to do, if reminded by someone else. Work is a source of 

money for paying debts; btlt, they want an easier job and feel eventually 

that it is senseless to work. 

For eight men, rest is Hen positively as a break daring work which 

refreshes the person so he oan tinish what he starts or which eorus when 

most of the work is done. The folloWing attitudes are negativeJ tbree 

imports involTe getting food when the vork is done (which i8 a verr 
primitiw aspect or li:te tor- a man to be concerned with). For eighteen 

men, rest is necessa:r.y because of exbawttion chle to work e jll.st tr71ng 

to do SOIIlething. Bes·t ia also thought of as ph,yaical.lJ' ltvm.tal; 

similarly, recreation is viewed as an interference. !ef'l.eeting his lite 

in jail or on the streets, one man feels that others mut be on guard it 

be rests. 
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Conetraeti 1'e atti 'b.ldes toward success, achievement are expressed by 

eighteen l!1Em (though not u a consistent or nrevaUing attitude) who leal that 

a man gets what be W&"lts in Ute b;r study, pla!n:lne, listening to directions, 

practice or works persistence, or doing what has to be done rather than what ! 
' 

one wanta. Ofiber petty o.f:tenden only do these t.b:l.ngs bao&WJ8 people tbe;r 

know prod tlal along. Tbe men also f'eel that people encou.rage them, even 

those f'loal W'l:'1om it is not expected. It they follow competent advice and/or 

application on t.hei.r part, eapecial.l.y when o'th.sr' peo!'le bave given tbam. halp. 

Leu constractift, negatively scored. attitudes are dezi.ved :f'na 

imports expressing the notions that they- au.:rt :f'in.d 1ttheir stile" 1 the t,pe 

o:t work or activity which just suite tn.. ~ less c0t181i.r'u.ct1va are the 

views that success can be intertered w1. th or del'"'l'&d because other needs 

mut be met,or the means tor achieving succesa are not at l'land, or the 

neeessa:ry tools are detective. The results of these attitudes are worr.r, 

daydreaming, and wondering what to do. others manage to achieve an 

ordinary workadq ll.te in their storiesJ bu.t su.ch a Ute is unacceptable 

to some ot the melle EM1 sueceu is bittel"'N98t because the actions ot 

people h.avtt ad'v'el"se effects on their li.te. 

Rather than attort, abillty, 80l!lG man in jail reJ.y- on cllchts and 

emotions to obtain tbe StJOcess they seek. Fbr e:xt~mple, they ta1.k about 

bav1ng pati.ance rath.el- than being depressed, bei:n.g sad because lite is 

hard, having eontid«n.oe in their own choice or method ot attaining a 



goal (no action), or thinking that luck is the important factor though 

uncertain about their chances. 
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Failure is seen nerJa.tively as a nemesis; just as chance .favors them 

and success is at hand, they meet with failure. This defeati8IIl is also 

expressed when they think tney are too old or that they have never had 

a chance tor the proper experience. Thlls failure is usually undeserved, 

handed to them by adverse fates. 

The underlying passivity and negativism is also expressed openly, 

for achievements are dreamt about or thought about as fu.ture 

possibilities. The men appear so unaccustomed to planning, or organizing, 

or initiating an action that they can only wonder what to do or blame 

others for not telling tbem what to do soon enough. Thti.s results in the 

feeling that situations beyond their understanding mean nothing to them, 

so that they have no obligation to do anything. 

It is not difficult to see why they are not successfu.l in either 

society as whole or as criminals - they failed and were caught. They 

lack firm motives and belief in self-initiated and self-sustained action 

based on reasonable planning and, if necessary, adVice. They do not 

assume responsibility for their life. Rather, other people are the bad 

gu.ys; chance, the fates are the factors causing their failures; or, on the 

other hand, the cause of the means to success. 

In the relief group, within Category I, eighteen men express 

positive attitudes toward work, although not consistently. For 



instance, they see work as helping others, providing rewards such as 

love of others, happiness, independence, or campanionship. They assume 

responsibility for their predicament, do what is needed, or at least 

recognize that they have to do a little work s011et:tme. 

The remainder of their attitudes are negative. It is interesting 

that only three of the men on relief feel that work is tiring or 

exhausting per se. Three others think of it as bringing food, or 

wonder how to avoid it. Eight other men not only' wonder how to avoid 

work, they do not care to work. This is expressed in imports in which 

they are not interested in what they are doing, are tired of working and 

see others getting a chance to rest, they are laay or looking for 

something tne:v: did not :find. One of the men expressed the ultimate 

negative attitude that .be "dislikes all kinds of work so much 

(he becomes) emotional about it." Fortunately, not all the men feel 

that way. 

Altbough many men on relief express attitudes of not wanting to 

work with bu.t fiimsy reasons behind tllem, others tell stories that 

indicate marginally positive motivation; these men, with guidance and 

direction, might become self-susta:rdng members of society. 

The most notable difference between the relief ~P and the jail 

group lies in the fact that the jail group told more stories about their 

feelings toward work. According to the petty offenders, work involves 

other people only insofar as others coerce them into working, or remind 



them of work to be done. The relief group, on the other hand, has 

imports in which other people are involved in work with them. Though 
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both groups express negative atti~~des toward work, the difference lies in 

the fact that the reliefers give reasons such as fatigue, lack of 

interest, while the offenders' reason is their desire to do what they 

want to do. Along with this, the reliefers do not consider breaking 

tools as a way out, as do same of the petty offenders. 

While the men in jail express concern with obstacles, or talk 

about problems which arise because they do not understand a job or the 

tools, this is strangely lacking in the relief group. Does the relief 

group lack such awareness because they are less educated, have spent 

less time working, or have bad less skilled jobs? As a point of information, 

all but one of the men in jail who express such an atti-tude have some 

high school education, and none have worked only on unskilled laboring 

jobs. 

In a positive wq, nine men state that rest is a prelude to more 

work or is what one does after working. Besting gives two other 

reliefers an opportunity to think about the situation they are in or 

enables them to elcperi~ne• l!!qlll• of the nicer aspects or life. Negatively, 

resting or sleeping is considered as what one does when tired, bored, alone 1 

having nothing to do, or a way to fool othe:rs. As with the petty 

offenders, two men express attitudes which tn11y refiect their life on the 

streets in which one has to be watchful while resting a~ywhere at night. 



Although an infrequent occurrence among either group, it is 

striking that some men express concern with nourishment and other basic 

necessities ct' life, the barest requirements for survival. For one of 

the men on relief, success in life is obtaining these necessities. This 

concern with nourishment can be taken as the lower limit of motivation, 

or it can be seen as the only' thing these men can allow themselves to 

hope and strive for. 

On a less depressing and more positive note, ten men of the 

relief group see success and accomplishment as stemming from stud,-, 

training, planning, work, flexibility, potential, or aptitude. Five 

different men also see work and persistence as leading to success, but 

it is accampanied by worry .or trustration. Less constroctive and 

negative notions of success are expressed as well: for instance, new 

inventions which make things easier, a new start, .familiarity with 

surroundings, being .forced b7 someone, or being young, all lead to 

success. 

Other people are important factors in the achievement of success 

for thirteen of' the lUll on relief. In a positive way, work with the 

assistance of others, either actual or in the form of encouragement and 

good .feelings, is seen as leading to success. Negatively, sOllle men 

disclaim a need .for people or tell about separating £rca them. In the 

overall picture, it appears less as self-reliance than a "sour-grapes" 

attitude because others dO not give them wha..., they want or a..llo-w them 

to be dependent. 
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A number of men (15) conclude that people attain success by being 

persistent, curious, by finishing school, or, by hoping, wishing, 

neglecting responsbility, wanting success, relying on ehance or fate, even 

by a lack of persistence. Only five of the men give positive imports, 

which are the ones mentioning persistence and curiosity. 

For twenty of the :men, success can be attained or goals reached 

by the sheer passage of time, by prayer, daydreaming, thinking about 

being great or about the fUture, by wishing or hoping their luck will 

change. They also proclaim their inability to understand situations and 

just do not know what to do. If all else fails, there istelfare 

{although this demonstrates dependence, it is at least more realistic 

than some of the other notions). 

Failure is seen by two men as closely tied to an inccmplete 

education. Three others feel adverse tate or bad luck prevents their 

achievement; one man adds that one can still seek God's help and keep 

on trying. Failure also is the pena.lt.Y for not complying with others 

or leaving one's own nationality, locality, or one's own socially 

or morally similar crowd. 

The road to success is more muddied tor some of the men in 

jail than for those on relief. Tbe pet.ty o.f.f.nders spon of obstacles, 

problems, unmet needs. · For the relieters it is clearer and ranges 

from the positive notion of work and study ·eo distress at the mere 

thought of work. The reliefers are more reliant on .1od a.,"ld prayer which 



is absent among the jail sample. Money and welfare are aids to a. 

successful life for the men on relief, but not for the netty offenders. 

Category II, right or ta-ong,actions is important because it tends 

toward notable differences between ·the two groups. The jail group 

gives proportionately :more stories which fall into thi3 category than do 

the relief group. The significant difference occurs between the groups 

with respect. to their association or involvement with others or its 

absence ( Table 11) • Th.e men in jail give imports in which their m-m 

motives and .feelings are involved, do not relate to or include others 

as much as the relief group, or are ambivalent about the role of other 

people. The reliefers see wrongdoing as affecting or involving others 

and give fewer imports in which their own feelings and thoughts are in 

the center. 
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A group of imports deal with. drugs and alcohol. Both are considered 

in terms of what they do to the person, to o~, and how addiction can 

be overcome. A desire for drugs or alcohol is seen as sidetracking a 

person; still, they get involved because life is bad, not w·orth living. 

A man becomes a. "disgusting bum" and is a slave to the habit. The 

family is disgraced. Trying to help themselves is a frightful experience. 

so they concede that professional help is necessary; but, included in 

this help is love a.nd understanding, not just advice (only the notions 

on help are scored positively). Although these imports only apply to a 



few men (4), these few will always be a part of the petty offender 

population because of' the existing laws on addiction (d:r'Ugs especially). 

Although there is some awareness ot what they require .in o:."der to quit, 

there is no evidence of a plan of attack or approach to get help. 

They are at poin·t A, and help which they know they need is a.t D, but 

they do not see that B and C are pointe along the way. If they get help, 

it will hardly be through their own ettortscr planning. Someone else -

person or institution - bas to lead them to point D. This is consistent 

with the attitudes and motives tbe group as a whole conveys with 

respect to achievement, success, work. 

When a situation provokes thoughts ot pb7sica.l aggression, the 

men in jail feel that the people around tn. will stop them so that a 

discussion will then substitute tor t:lsts; this reaction is positive. 

Negatively, other men say in their ~rtlt t.Aat people oaa only tzr.r to 

stop them.. The men go no further, ao uither they nor anyone else 
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knows what to expect tl"'11''. them. '!he present poup (9) also see aggression 

as being panished, but onl.y in one case is punishment for the aggression 

accepted. Only one of the men charged with assault and battery 

contributed imports to tbis categor.r. As a matter ot fact, the ill-

will the men have towards people does not t:lnd expression in aggressive 

assaults; their crilles are mainly against property. 

Out of ten petty offenders who give imports dealing with impulsiveness, 

only one m:an states in a positive way that he is glad he is talked out 



, 

of an impulsive act. In the presant grQup, seven men see aggressive 

situations as working out or impulsiveness a.s bei.ng iorgi·ven U' they 

apologize tor t!leir behavior. What the men speak abou.t are reactions to 

impulsi'flmess; but there is no indication that this will be controlled 

in the fUture or that they see anything wrong or ll4rnltu.J. in impulsive 

behavior. One person sQ there is nothing wrong witll it. Anotner 

:feels that indulgence ia wortllwh1le; he experiences a.t'l8•r beca:u.aa he 

oa.nnot act out. The resulta of being caught is more caution so as not 

to be caught again; .fUrther tbe1"e is the possibility that one uy never 

be found out or punished. !bua, U an apology is au.t'lioient to make 

amends, and control is not valued, there axi&ts an atti-tude in wbich 

i.raediate gratii"ioation t# im.}::ft1laiw action is un.ham.pered, unlettered 

and tbwl to be expected.. 

O.f' the twenty' men. in jail wbo give iaporta refiecting tl:loir 

attitudes toward punieblaent, on1T .five aen say anything poaitive and they 

do not do it conaiatentl.Jr. f.ba pculi:tJ.w attitudes towed punislaant 

state that you. llave to '9&T for llfl'OD&doina whether 70ll like it or not; or, 

it you are a victia of injuatioe, it can aeon be recti.tied.. The 

negative teelinas and attitu.dea ere expressed not onlT toward. being 

punished bu.t also toward the aatlaoritiee wbo a.drd.n1.8ter it. Pwds!aent 

is thought ot as unjut, evan.~.~ involves ph,yaical ham. &net is 

"anted. To some it a._ inevi.tabl~, inescapable. 'I'be results ot 

~s!laent are viewed negat.iveln ahaeful deeds are not forgiven even bT 



God; L"l jail one has to work until exbausted. Still, punishment does 

not prevent these men fran doing the same thing all over again whenever 

they can. 

The question which the grcRlp does not answer is why they feel 

punishment is so unjust, severe, and why it is so bitterly reaented. 

Why' do they feel their beharlor would not be checked by society? 

SUrely' not all are victims of blind justice; bo.t allloat all of thai 

take no respOA8ibil1 ty eit.her tor their behavior or tbeir life. The 

intense feeling against autborities maT be just an extension ot their 

lack of responsibill ty. Twenty men upreu attitudes tovar<l punishment, 

onlJr ai.x are in for the first time, the rest of the men are repeaters. 

A.tti tudes tow&rd vrcm.gdoiua wbioh are not as epeci.tic aa tbe 

o~.mentioned above will ael"Yff to round wt 11lll0h ot what hae 

alread,T ~-noted. There an eeven aen siving elAWD -positiw 

imports (Per only one man is tkla the prevailing attitude toward 

wrongdoing). Other people are involved tn. aeven ot these iaports; they 

help to prevent a recmrrence ot wreng.f'al. acta, make men pq their 

debt to society when reluctant to do ao or are helpfUl. The aen' 

state that tbey fe.el sbau or regret tor the hurt tbey cause dear ones; 

also, the t1138 of c~. ·:t.aq. have wUl deterJJdne whether the;r 

stay tll:·trouble or out of· 1t. ~. doing something 'W!'Oilg, some men 

state that it ia necu!!&ey to. realise that ia happening, work it out 

and make amends. 
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Among tbe negative attitudes (44 stories given by 26 men) there 

is the notion t.hat dear· ones tr~" to stop them tram doing something 

wront;, but this appear;:; to be an interference rather tho...'"l something the 

men wa.."tt. It these people e.rG important to them a.nd dis:!;pprove, t.he 

pett,r offenders feel it is necessary to say they are sorry. This 

straightens everything 011·c. People hide thelu or protect tnsn fre11 the 

police untU it beoom.es too much of a burden, then tb.e authorities are 

informed and the offenders are torced to pay liheir debt to society. 

Some (6) try to get away with it i:r th8;:r oa.n. It eaugh·t, tlley -..1.sh it 

bad not hap-pened, resent giving back what the,r took, or attempt to 

manipu.late their way out of it. It they succeed, they then go back to 

being criminals. Getting e.way with a crime can be accOlllplished with the 

aid of others or by doing it surreptitioui:Sly. Yet,it others -..Tong the 

petty offender, he has them punished by the authorities or, if he 

cannot have justice as he sees it, h8 takes revenge himself. 

OVerall, petty offenders feel that getting into trouble for 

w:rong49ing ia a mere happensta.nea. They do not value control of 

impulses, since people .._ to be aatiatied with apologies as 

reparation. The m.en Qepen.d on protection from. others 'but bave learned 

that they caD.n.ot use people for too long or the;r themselves become too 

much ot a burden and are cut out. lhey believe they w::Ul not get into 

serious trouble because otb4tr8 will 8QII.ehow talk thea out of it •. The 

pett;r of'.t:'enders try to manipu.l&te their war out of jail or 
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punishment - as part of the game they play with society, a game that does 

not involve ethics. When everything tails and they still land in jail, 

they bitterly resent their pwd.sbment and indal.ge in salt-pity and 

recriminations against authoritY"• 

'l'he relief groups • attitudes toward wrongdoing will now be 

considered. There is a group of negative imports giYen by three 

relieters which deals with alcohol but not with drugs. The relieters 

speak of what alcohol does and what it prevents them from 

accomplishing. They are SOrT"J/ and make praadses which they easily 

break. The men in jaU consider drug addiction u well as alcohol and 

at least recognize their need tor help although theY' do not make a 

plan to obtain it. 

The attitudes of the relieters toward phy'sical aggression are 

all negative except for a single im.pol"t. 'l'heBl state that p~sical 

aggression ma7 occur when the7 have been hurt by another person or to 

achieve civil rights. More trequentl7, the men think that others 

will restrain them .tram actu.all7 physically harming someone. Only one 

of the five men who tell aggressive stories indicates that he will 

fight no matter how; but he qualitied this by saTing he will fight 

only if it is a matter o£ ciYil rights. 

Impulsiveness is conaidered by seven persons to be the result 

of wrong feelings or emotions or of bJ:paM:ence (these are scored 
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positively). The remainder of the imports are scored negatively. In the 

positive imports, impulsiveness is the result of rage or reacting before 

knowing the facts. Impulsive actions alwa;rs result in punisbnant, shame, 

worry, or a strong memory of it. These attitudes toward illlpulsiveness 

and aggression seem to account for the fact that these men lave not com.e 

into confiict with authorities or institutions. There is an implicit 

docilit;r together with some dependence on others, and an awareness 

ot unpleasant consequences which counteracts provocative or illegal 

behavior. The pett;r o:t.render, on the other hand, sees that it is 

worthwhile to make amends, bu.t onl.T in the form of being sorry. He 

also thinks he will be forgiven easUy. W1 th the men in jail there is 

little indication that lack of control is wrong or affects tbem 

personally or deeply. 

The positivel;r scored imports involving pu.nisbment retlect the 

relleters• attitudes that unlawfUl actions are punished as a matter 

ot course; if you do not face punishment, you are worse off; or, other 

people help lessen the punisllm.ent if it is a minor offense. 1'he man 

sa;r that if you do something wrong, even tor good reasons, pwrl.sbment 

is the result - this ranges .from reprimands to severe punishment. 1he 

negatively scored imports reflect the relieters• thoughts that 

punishment follows picking on the 'ltlrong person, doing something others 

merely dislike, or is the result of people not helping attar they say 

they will. The overall impression is that, at least for these sixteen 



aum -~ relief, the iaevita'bil1t7 or severit7 ot punisbaent i1 

probabl7 a leteereat 'becaute it is the expeote4 ecmaequeaoe ot 

unlavtul aoti01'18. Thi1 does not apply to the Jail aroup~ Although 

the71 too, 8&1 that puniabaent is inevitable, they expect it alao 

tor actions they teel are permissible.. 'l'h.e !MD on relief couider 

other people as aiding th•, while the mea iD. Jail speak onlT ot the 

authorities who in their eyes are a separate class of people. While 

the relietere Jl&1 teel that pun.iahment is too severe 1 the petty 

ottenders reeent it as unJust 1 think puniebment reaulte 1D despair, 

aa4 state that it does not preTent turther 1fl"OilgCloing. 

The relieten' attitudes toward unlawtul. and morally wrong 

acta llhich are aot band on aggression or impulsiveness are broMI and 

dittioult to ...-riae. 'fb.e attitucles expressed in positively scored 

imports imply that the reUetere Yill try to toUov mon.l. edicts, 

accept reaponsibilit;n and reoopile the legitimate role ot authority 
' 

aad ot proteesicmala. '!'be a4v1ce or influence ot other people 

reaulta in th1Dkiq bef'ore actiqJ also, some people are intereate4 

eaouca to t:ey to ertop tbem trOll 4o1na acmafthiq "\IUtioua'ble. The 

men thiak it ia worthWhile to help appreheD4 evil4oera. It they 

are inaoeeat 1 bv:t aeeuae4 ot 4oing saethiBa vrong, their coaeeJ'D is 

to proye their ~, not sit 'by ut camplah. 
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In the negatively scored imports are reflected such attitudes 

as the threatening statement that one might turn to crime rather 

than beg. Another man feels people have malioe in their hearts and 

are always trying to eatch him in the act ot doing something wrong. 

Still another feels it is permissible to attack an enemy. To 

eacape authorities, some state that they will avoid those persons 

who ean Wlu.ence them.J but, when caught, they will try to resist. 

It times elapses between thinking about doing something -wroug and 

actually doing it, the men state that they may change their mind. 

When wronged, the reliefers seem to learn from the experience 

and to see extemal forces or authority as the ones to execrute 

.1ustice. This is notably different from the jail group who will 

take things into their own hands if they are not satisfied with 

the vay the authorities handle it. 

With the petty ottenders, the role of other people is limited 

to what others ean do tor them or how thesepeople disaprrove of or 

betray them to the authorities. The reliefers see other people as 

the victims of wrongful actions, as helping them if they do their 

part, as giving advice which should be taken but is ignored, or as 

trying to stop t·hem f.It>m getting into trouble by prodding or pleading. 

Leaving one • a own people results in not getting help from them. The 

im:porta in the last two paragraphs are negative because the reliefe:r.a' 

responses to the situation are largely dependent or passiveJ acme 

respoDHs are also cwverly pessimistic or indicate that the 
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relieter chooses to ignore the right thing to do. 

The attitwles betveeu the jail and relief' group have a different 

f'l.a?or. 'l'he relief'ers lack the bitterness, distrust, bate found in 

the jail groups' attitudes toward authority. 'l'he men on relief are 

more likely to see punishment or negative coneequences e.s following 

unlawful or morally V!'Ol'lg acts and reprding this as a deterrent from 

such actions. Platitudes, ar merelr saying one is sorcy, do not tit 

the bill or make up tor bad behavior aa it does with the Jail group. 

More controlled and responsible behavior is characteristic of the 

relieters. These may be the reaaons why the men on relief stay out 

ot Jail ~d are not apt to break society' s l'JJ.lea, althougb they, too, 

may have came from depriv-ed or depraved backgrounds and have been 

subjected to inequalities or a lack of opportuaities. Same of tbe men 

in Jail did have opportunittea the men on relief' lacked, for example, 

more education. 

In Ca.tegoey III, h'U!llan rela.tionghips, both bl'Oups gi~.re mostly 

negative., passive imports. Approximately, one .. third of' the imports 

ot both groups are classified under "isolation". There a.re no 

statistically significant differences between the two samples with 

reapeet to human relationships. The only notable differences is that 

the relief'ers tell proportionately more stories wl~ich .fall into this 

category tlw'l do the jail group, but they tell proportionately more 

atoriee than the Jail group in every category except II, right or 



The petty offenders consider getting advice as inherent in human 

relationships. It comes from elders and from the people they know 
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rather than from experts. In positively scored imports, advice from 

others, if followed, leads to good results; but more often, the men do not 

act upon advice but just feel it is good or beneficial. fhe negatively 

scored imports concerned with advice state that advice is h&rmf'ul; that 

they are doubtful about it and want to think it over; or they just 

follow the advice with no real contribution of their own. 

The men talk about getting help from others because others want 

them to have a better life. Three men express this positive view, adding 

that they have to work or cooperate for they have a responsibility to the 

persons who e.ftorded them a better life. Also positive is the notion 

that when you really need help because you just do not know what the 

next stop is, other people are willing to help you. The remainder of 

the imports are negative, for the men state that other people shoudd 

support them and that they will wait for help, doing nothing in the 

meantime tor themselves. This support or help suggests a dependence 

which is a de~rate clinging or a miraculous hoping for it, neither 

of which is constructive respon~ to the offer of help nor is it the 

way to seek. it. 

The offenders mention a few positive notions: for instance, that 

people do communicate, that they worry when separation occurs, or that 

people are cooperative. Negatively, the offenders' relationships with 

other people, whether elders, familY, authorities, or friends is on a 



passive, recipient level, the mere acceptance of others as being there. 

The emotional involvement appears to be passive because it is expressed 

as concern, hope without resulting action. They also hope that others 

will understand them, or that they can be happy or be together. Even 

this hope comes hard, a.tter a time, or is contingent upon what others 

do in return. 

The twenty-six men who express or reflect obviously negative 

attitudes are much more vehement. In their stories, they feel victimized, 

reJected, insulted, not only by outsiders but by their awn fam:Uy. They 

react with a defeatist a.ttltud.e - nothing can be done, they cannot 

understand why they are harmed .. or, rarely, by thinking of haw to 

improve conditions or situations, but again with no action. 

Thus in their relations with others 1 the petty offenders start out 

by being defensive, cautious, and strike out before being hurt themselves. 

Any positive experiences they have had with another human being probably 

were short term experiences 1 so they expect to be hurt. They have ruwer 

known anything else. They are not aware nor do they consider that they 

themselves have contributed to the situation. 

When they do comply with the desires of another it is rarely done 

willingly. Rather, someone must be scheming, or must be manipulating 

them. ~"heir lack of compliance is a .!!!,! accom.Rli, as if there can be no 

question of their right to disregard others or slap them down if they 

have to. Quarrels are not necessarily bad and can even be the excuse one 

needs to get away. Just as thq feel victimized by others so they will 



victimize, fool,. or ~'lipulate others, and look at tbelt w1 th contempt. 

'l'be emotions :.:tirred in the111 by other3 are bt!rt, sha:uua, or, i.t the 

other person ia like t.henselves, enjoyment. With their overall poor 

attitude toward hl.tm.a.""l relationships, it is a.l.m.ost odd that a few men tell 

Life is viewed negatively b;r eleftln men. !'ney lfOl.Ud rather live lif'e 

as it is in the1.:ro im.agir!ation or dreams. They say that t.lwy keep 

reliv.l.ng their at.ra.n·-e e.:xperiances as tb.ey' go through lite. Life is 

not.hing since they a:re alone, or it is upsetting, aer1o1t.a, not real. 

The7 react b7 doing nothing, just wondering or beealing tired. In their 

Jd.nds, nature is special, it is set 8pa.rtJ tb.e;r anjo7 it, altllcNgh it aq 

be myaterlous and interfering, or daule taa. 

OeneJ"&lly 1 tllue is too U. ttle value or good seen in human 

rel.ationsbipa to gift the petty otf'anders any pleanJ'Ia or satisfaction 

in li.f'e or tom a link to society. There i.s no reason not to strike out 

and ~1. t. is better to strike t1rst. 

Al tHI\tgh the atti tud..,s of the reliefers and offenders are largely 

negatift and pas8ive with respect to ~ Nlat:toush:i.ps, then is a 

dif'.terence in the relieters 1 feelings, tbinld.ng, and. approach vbich 

brings out a saving element, mqbe it can be called hope. 'l'want;r-si:x ot 

the ·relieters cansider advice and help as important aspects in their 

relationships with others (twenty-five men in jail consider the same 



topic). The advice o£ elders is viewed positivel.y as leading to 

illlprovtaalt 1.t taken or to ditt:lculties 1.t it is not. AdYice general.l.Jr 

is take or seen as desirable and in s011e instances necessar.;r because the 

story character £eels he "didn't know wbat to do" or needed advice to get 

au.t ~ bia predica.nt. Specitic h&1.p is also desirable or DHded .1tal 

family or Mends wbm be:1ng hanlad by- ataidera or when acting becau.ae 

ot ld.etaken noid.an.a. Specit:lc help is negatival..T spokeD ot as not tortrrb

ccaing traa tam:ll.y or othsra or u eca:lng 1ioe late. W'.be help ia not g:l:nn, 

catastrophe ia the ruult.. Bal.p 11 not ~JCNght, tbcNgb. needed., becaue the 

person 1• too prR.d or does not haft coarage or trut anymae. 

The ~ in 3all and on nliet 1ndicate tbat help ia needed and 1n 

.,... iutano• expected bee..- ot their oa 1na'Mltt;r or dependence. 1'.be 

;ta:U groap d.Utua in tbat ... ha1.p trw. o1;hezw u an opporbtmiv tor 

._.tb!Dg 'bftter, eapec1a1.1y 1t 'he7 cooperate. 

Bal.aUoasbipa and a'ttitw!aa toward ...... aw ~ poaitift 

wha the relietere apeak ot people who 1oft au anotber u wrid.ng 

together. ~,what....,. teel ad tbtnk 1a nega1d.Ye, tor tbq 

luk dep'l;.b, napect, and aa appreciation ot the 1Dd1T1dul. It ia .on 

what 'bhe Nlattoaablp ••• or em do tor ~ The .-. \b1Dk it 1a 

"better 1lo haft •• ,. .. than 1lo be al.orle," tttholgh alAng 1W 

~~q bapp4m w.pe _. ld.nd ot tr.f.cda" "7Ua want people to 1.,.. l'W· ••• " 

It 1t 1a reciprocal., tbe relatiauld.p ia l.i.k8 ~t tor aerwicea 
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rendered, "if you protect someone, they'll protect you ••• " 

The men on relief apparently spend m;re time or effort 

talking or explaining to others and trying to be understood as well 

as understand than do the men in jail. 'l'here are no such imports in 

the records of the petty offenders whereas fourteen reliefers mention 

this aspect of relationships at least once. Talking serves to calm 

them down, it can mend a relationship, or get others on their side, 

that is, sympathetic to them. Thus comr•LUitication is used in a 

variety of ways except to share wholesome experiences and feelings. 

Negatively scored imports speak of others as unable or unwilling to 

understand them, as not interested, or not able to communicate. 

In an attempt to see if "talking things over" is used to 

ir4prove the situation between the reliefers and family, friends, 

or authorities, the appropriate imports were analyzed. It was noted 

that only three men speak of feeling vicitmized rejected, or abused 

by people as well as wanting to obtain understanding by talking. One 

man feels that talking to others is calming before taking an action, 

the other two say that~l• try to explain things to them. Thus it 

can be concluded that two of these three men do not utilize communication 

as a way to improve things between themselves and family, friends, 

, or authorities. 

Authorities per se are considered by five men. These men 

think that complying with authority attains the care .and attention 

they needJ if theyrebel, the authorities reject or punish them in some 



way. These reliefers are not likely to come into open conflict with 

the law whether or not they are resentful. 

In negatively scored imports, the men on relief feel they 

have been victimized and reJected by those they know as well as 

by strangers. This treatment is somehoW unfair tor they try to meet 

the demands of the other person( s). They experience disappoiDtment 1 

sadness, anger in their relationships with othersand feel they are more 

magnanimous than others. 'fhey think that people use them, but in 

only three imports is anything done about it. In the rest of the 

imports, the men Just ata.te such views as being "pushed and 

pulled around waiting for someone with evil intent" or getting What they 

'W&.lTt "if their desires coincided with another's needs." 'fhey do not 

express the defeatist attitude found among the men in jail but their 

imports, except tor the three, state their very poor impression of 

relationships with others, with no evidence that they can or will 

or know what to do to improve the situation. 

For same men, obedience and compliance can be a source of 

happiness or approbation or a way to fulfill their desires to help 

others (only' the latter notion is positive). Even the six men Who 

consider disregarding the wishes or orders of another person succumb 

eventually because the other person is right, or because they did not 

listen initially because they were a:ngry, or bad the "I•d rather do 

it myself" attitude. This is notably different f'rom the rebellious 

"I .don•t want to do it" attitude of the men in Jail and the attitude 



that they have a right to disregard others arrl obey only if they 

have to. 

Although a relationship may involve quarreling, the reliefers 

who express this notion are concerned with the aspect of reconcilia

tion which is positive. A nunmer of man (11) react positively toward 

others in their stories in that th~ try to work with others, help 

them, or advise them, or try to work things out. Only one of these 

m.en is among the persons who also express strong negative feelings 

toward people. 

Negative reactions consist of turning away from others, 

manipulating or leaving them. The negative reaction of leaving the 

scene is not as prevalent among the offenders as it is with the 

reliefers. The men in jail tend to react more maliciously and 

spitefully according to the way they think others treat them. Maybe 

the men on relief have a basic trust never attained by the offenders 

or maybe tney are in greater need of security and dependence rela

tionships so that they are less likely to jeopardize it by malicious 

actions. 

¥~ny men on relief (18) speak of life and their reaction to 

it. All the motives are negative for they speak of doing nothing, 

being desperate, frightened, unoertain, pessimistic, having nothing 

of themselves to give, or trusting in nobler things as a substitute 

for planni~g and action. 

67 



As with Category III, there are no statistically significant 

differences between the groups in Category IV, adversity. Although 

this category has the fewest imports in the present study, there is a 

sufficient number to indicate trends. Within the category two 

divisions are easily discernible; imports which deal with the loss of 

persons close to them (jail - 39%; relief - 13%) or imports which deal 

with other kinds of adversity as danger, problems (jail - 61~; 

relief - 8~}. 

For the jail group, oJ.'lly five imports which involve a loss are 

positive. In most cases, the loss of persons or property brings on 

the reaction: "wr.at about ME?" A loss means being alone, sad, 

distressed, or burdened. It is not met and overcome but reacted to 

immediately and emotionally in a very narciasistie manner. A loss is 

overcome or forgotten not through positive attitudes or efforts but 

because in time things get back to normal, or a replacement :Is found, or 

help miraculously arrives. Since the offenders as a group are not 

intimately involved with others and do not consider human relationships 

as positive or beneficial, it is consistent that they evaluate a loss 
' 

(whatever type it is) only in an egocentric, selfish manner. 

Four men deal with problems or danger constructively in their 

stories: it is overcame by active effort or they get along in spite 

of it. The others feel such situations can be overcome by a miracle. 

or they might merely become upset, pray, talk to others, in other 

words, they deal with the problem in passive, non-constructive ways 
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and expeot others (God or znan) to help. They depend on, and wait for 

others to come to their aid. They never see what they can do or 

wherein lias their responsibility. 

For the men on relief, all the irr!ports ooncerned with the loss 

of someone are negative. The loss of someone close is viewed as an 

event that saddles them with more responsibility. The sadness or 

g·eneral upset they experience is loss for the person lost than for 

the diffioultias resulting for the reliefers. The attitudes resemble 

those noted for the men in jail. 

In a c:tisis or national disaster, they worry, don't know what 

to do, beoome destitute, or are happy to be alive. Only one man 

seeks an active, positive way to solve the problem, which is to seek 

professional help. In a positive way several men state that when 

faced vrith ::lan2_:er or problems, one must help oneself. For some men, 

this is conditional as they will help themselves if no one else is 

around, or start doing something about it but then wait for help. 

The others feel that men must be driven by fear before they help 

themselves. Others turn to God and to prayer. It is notable that 

the £nen do not seek to overcome or fight adversity, ~.matever it is, 

but often state that they are glad it is not worse or hope for help 

but plan no action themselves. This, too, is similar to the attitudes 

of the petty offenders. 

Kajjar' s study (1967) of felons in which he tested two ~:;roups 
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of psychopaths characterized according to Astin's bipolar 11 self-esteem11 

riliPI Pd traits, shows some similarity with the present samples. In the 

area of human relationships, category III, his inadequate psychopaths 

showed similar attitudes as the relief group; and his group of inepts 

and the jail group also resembled each other. In the area of right 

and wrong actions, Category II, the inepts and the jail group were 

again similar, because both resented punishment and felt that apologies 

were adequate. However, the relief group and the inadequates were 

dissimilar in that the reliefers demonstrated a lucid appreciation 

of the consequences of wrong actions while the inadequates did not. 

The dissimilarity lends credence to the notion that the question of 

why one group is in conflict with society aoo the other is on its 

dole finds an answer in this difference in their attitudes. 

Pilot Study 

Since the present research was stimulated by a pilot study with 

21 petty offenders, it would be of interest to see wh~ther the two 

samples come from the same population and whether the present research 

is truly an extension of the pilot group. The 21 petty offenders 

from the pilot study gave 246 imports of which 5 were abnormal ~ 

these were excluded from statistical calculations. The percent of 

imports scored in each category is 38.1~ - human relationships, 

37.3% - achievement, 15.3% - right or wrong action, and 
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~ - adversity; this is similar to the larger sample of petty 

offenders in that the largest percentages belong to aehi~ement and 

human relationships with right or vrong action and adversity following. 

When the subjects of the pilot study were eo~pared to the present 

sample of petty offenders, there were no significant differences 

between them. The overall positive-negative and active-passive 

values were determined by using the exact probability method • the 

respective probabilities were .44 and .39. Chi-square, corrected 

for continuity, was used to test the overall difference between the 

groups with respect to isolation and association; it was not 

significant (x2 - .29). The qualitative evaluation of the pilot 

study parallels that of the sample of the 42 petty offenders. 



CHAPTER V 

Summary 

Why people do things, what is their motive, are questions which 

have plagued individuals and society. The question of motives has 

been frequently asked about men who are in conflict with society, the 

criminals. The present study was designed to provide a description 

of the attitudinal patterns characteristic of petty offenders. In 

order to see if the question of motive oould be answered, another group 

of men who were on relief and thus burdens on society but not in 

conflict with it, were used for comparative purposes. It is believed 

that the question has been partially answered; but, because it was 

not possible to have rr,atched pairs, the differences between the two 

samples can only be vi3wed as clues. 

The TAT protocols of 42 petty offenders and 50 men on relief 

are the basis for this study. The TAT stories are analyzed using 

Arnold's (1962) method of story sequence analysis which has been 

demonstrated as a sensitive and useful technique for the discovery of 

discriminating attitudes. The subjects' imports are statistically 

evaluated in terms of the categories, positive and negative values, 

72 



the active-passive quality, and association with others or isolation. 

The imports for each group are qualitatively evaluated and the 

similarity or differences are noted. 

'l'he statistically significant differences between the two 

groups occur 1n the classification of the subjects into those vho 

give more imports involving an a.saociation with others or those who 

give more imports involving isolation: Category I, achievement, is 

signitie&Dt at a Jl'O'b&bility < .05 ) .02 with ties excluded, and, bas 

a probability < .10 .05 with ties includedJ Category II, right or 

wrong actions, only tends toward sipificanae ( < .10 > .05), it is 

the aaae with. or without ties iacludedJ when the frequency tor 

iaolatioa, 1\»" UI08iatioa, aad tor ties an put 1n a uo b7 three 

«lli•&NJ.'WU'e 'table, tAe ditflerenee is sipii'ieaut at a 

;probaill'Q" - <. .02 > .ol. 

Petty otteaders coatri'W.te ;proportioDately lllOre stories to 

Catecol7 n, rtsh" or 'tQ'OJ.l&, impul.ain actioas, while the men OD 

13 

relief teU ~ioutely sore stories u Categories I, achievement, 

&ad In, humaa rel..atiouhipa. Both groups are highly negatively 

motivated and both _.,.. largely' passive motivation. !l'here are no 

sipifiout 41ttereneea 'bet¥eeD the two groups on the l'WJD.81'ical values 

given the imports or their active-passive quality. 

!he petty offenders view work. as \DI&voidable and as an 

interference with wbat they want to do. Success in lite, the 
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attainment of goals can be easily interferred with and they have no 

persistence when faced with obstacles. Overall they lack positive 

motives to initiate a.nd sustain action based upon reasonable planning 

and advice. For them, getting into trouble is a way of life. If' they 

get caught 1 they try to get out of it and they e.lso try to manipulate 

themselves out of punishu:ent. If punished, jailed, they bitterly resent 

it and do not see punishment as a deterrent. They think that punish· 

ment is inconsistently applied; good or bad actions can be punished 

equally and bad actions might o11 might not be punished. 'l'b.ey feel 

victimized and rejected by :family and by outsiders. 'l'hey expect only 

superficial. relationships. The petty offenders treat others as badly 

as theY' feel they have been treated. They deal with a.dTersity iD. a 

non-constructive manner. others are expected to help and their own 

conoern is only with the distress it causes themselves. 

'l'he relieters complain about worlt but see it as necessary e.s 

well as pleasurable. Success is dependent upon others• help, 'but they 

also wish or daydream about it with no action or plan. Wrongdoing is 

preYented by d;hers' interest in them as well as their own inner control 

because such actions are always punished and this is seen as an 

etfectire deterrent. The7 are dependent upon others and thus compliant. 

Although human relationships are superficial and onesided,they do 

try to communicate. They, too, :feel victimized but are hurt by it 

because they :feel they have tried to do what others want. They are 

too dependent on others to be vindictive or strike out. Adversity is 



not overcome, no active solution is s<mght, they are only concerned with 

the effect it has on them. 

The relief'ers are in society though extrem.ely dependent upon it, -
and thus are v1l.Ung to go al.ong. The requ.i:re a great deal of' aupport, 

encouragement, cii.recti.on, and reuaurance. In contrast, petty 

offenders azre ou.tsiders, in cont'lict with society. Punishment is no 

deterrent tor tbao.. Control of' ~sea h8JI ~ value, reaps no reuard. 

They lack a basic tn\st in people and react in a mal.icious manner 

because they i'eel that othera 'treat thea in tbis way. They a:re alone, 

have no one bat theuel.vu, and think oi' no one l:N.t themselves. It 

would appear that a rehabilitation prograa i'or these un would need to 

place emphasis on cbanging their buic motivation, which W'Olil.d be a 

costly and t:tme-oolUNIIIing progra. .Adequate screening could tind the 

tw who would prof1 t lNm. any reasonable program. 
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APPENDIX I 

ADDITIONAL BACKORo:mn INFOHMATION 

Table A 

Religion of Jail and Relief Samples 

Jail Relief 

Protestant 24 37 

Roman Catholic 12 8 

No Religious 
Preference 6 5 

Table B 

Marital Status of Jail and Relief Samples 

Jail Reliflf 

Single 18 8 

Married 12 31 

Separated 4 5 

Divorced 6 3 

Widowed 2 3 



APPENDIX II 

IMPORTS FR014 THE JAIL AND RELIEF SAMPLES 

Jail Group 

I. Suceeas, Aehievetnent .. 42 men; 148 stories .. 44 positive 

!.2!:! ... 2T persons; 48 stories - 12 positive 

Positively Scored lmports 

1. Jobh'tmt:lng 
a. you look and not find any so rest 
b. you look after you find acceptance from others 
e. you go north to look tor a. Job and after getting one 

lead a normal life 
2. Hard work, patience, interest obtain results 
3. Reluctantly done 

Heptively Scored Imports 

4. Tiring, exba.usting 
5. Avoid certain kinds of work 
6. Disgusting, dislike sc attempt to get out ot it 

a. by ebe.nging enviromnent 
b. excuses 
q • . malting up JO'fJ'r mind 

1. Interteres but coerced to do it 
a. so break tools 

8.. In:V'olves problems vhieh are worked out 
9. Have to starty by studyi.ng tool.s 

10. Others' prodding 
11. Enables you tp appreciate an education and you want to help 

your people 1ftter themselves. 

Best ... 18 persoBB! 19 stories ... 8 positive 

Positively SCored 

· 1. A prelude to more work 



l'egatively Scored 

2. Rest foll.ows world.ng bar4 
3.· Beoreatioa interfere nth work or goals 
4 Because of tiredness or exhaustion 
5. B\& ln1a1'ded 'by others 
6. Harms 10\1 

SS<;ces.@ - 31 personsJ 81 stcxries • 24 positive 

Positive 

1. AcoompUshment or success follows 
a. studyJ deliberatioDJ 11stel'liD.a to dire.tion; practice; 

vork 
i. some prodding by others 

1i. after failure, confusion and help of friends 
iii. and time ' . 

b. a thought while daydreaming whieh leads to 
i. working at it 

e. delayed reaping of benefits from something not initially 
liked 

d. if you have ability and follow CCI!lpetent a.d:vice 
2. other peo.Pl• 

e.. disrega:rd questionable iBtormation 
P• encourage you 
c. you're convinced by those you'd least expect it from 
d.. demand you do something you're not iu1ined to but it 

also require,; work 
e. worr.t while you're doing your duty but bappy upon your 

return 
3· SuecePa *cause of attitudes 

a.. d.f)ing what you sboulA rathe:- than what ;ro\0. lllte 
b. but also r.ac:l. bet!ause it • s hard 
c. persistence 

1. and hope 
4. Failure 

a. even with help U yw, don't do your part 

1. Accomplishment, etc. 
(continued) 

JleptiTe 

e. inv'olves clearing up obstacles; having unmet needsJ 
l.acking mea.nsJ or broken tools. !rbis causes: 

1. vlrry, daydreaming, wondering 
ii. or results in 

a) a workaday lite vhich is 
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i) accepted 
ii) unacceptable 

f. finding your style 
i. in an unknown area 

g, if you have ability but another's folly causes a loss 
2. Other people (continued) 

f. interfere li. t..lt your plans 
g. want you to remain and start anew and hope 

3. Success (sontinued) 
d~ having patieftee rather than being depressed 
e tUlc'!rtain abau.t your luck 
f. confidence in your own choice 
g. hope though depressed 

4. Failure (continued) 
b. whenever t:}bance favors you and success is at hand 
c. if you. lack ambition, a goal, and are too old 
d. inevitable in one way or another, hopefully others help 
e. because you never bad the experience 
f. because you haven • t the aptitude for it 
g. just accepted, it• s too late to change 

5. Passive 
a. daydreaming 
b. thinking 

i. about the future 
ii. about what you see 

c. your expression reveals importance 
d. wonder 

i; what to do 
e. if something's beyond you or means nothing to you, you 

can't get anything out of it or you can 1 t understand it 
i. so have no obligation to do anything 

ii. and others tell you too late 
iii. have mixed feelings toward it 
i v. because sane thing' ::t physically wrong w1 th you 

f. though abstract you yourself may be able to see thir.gs 
g. stand and admire wonders knowing you'll be able to do 

your task perfectly later on 
h. lack of action 

i. because things are too fascina. ting 
ii. because it's a suggestive situation 

iii. because you're waiting to be given to bycthers, 
not even going after that just looking 

II. Right and wrong actions or intentions - 39 men; 116 stories 

Cravings - 6 men; 9 etories - 2 positive 
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Positive 

1. The ha.bi t 
a. get professional help and all turns out well 
b. can quit if you have love and understandine but just 

listen discontentedly if' it's only advice 

Negative 

1. The habit (continued) 
c. never try to get rid of it cold turkey 
d. try to end it but in desperation will do anything and 

wind up disgracing the fa.m.ily 
2. Alcohol 

a. sidetracks you 
b. because things are bad, life isn•t worth living and you 

become a disgusting bwll. 
c. upsets others and they get you professional help and 

all works out 

~gression - 9 persons; 9 stories - 3 positive 

Positive 

1. Restrained by others 
a. tro.m pbysica.ll.y punishing you foJ."' fighting and talk in-

stead 
b. so only talk to others who were insulting 

Negative 

1. Restrained by others (continued) 
c. themselves 
d. or plead to have authorities handle it 
e. then easily forgotten 

2. Punished 
a. accepted after apology and explanation 
b. because things got out of' hand 

~ulsiveness, passions - 10 men~ 15 stories - 2 positive 

Positive 

1. Happy others taL.l{ed you out of it 
2. Has bad consequences 



Negative 

3. Though upset you're never punished or found out 
4. At first ashamed now see nothing wrong 
5. Surprised when caught in the act; you become more careful 
6. Apologize 

a. things work out 
b. forgiven by loved ones 

7. Bad consequences lead only to promises of control 
8. Leaves you distraught, wondering, unable to decide on a. 

course of action 
9. May want to but can't because of age so are angry and then 

"act your age" 
10. Leave you tired 

Punishment - 20 men; 28 stories - 5 positive 

Positive 

1. Unjust but soon released 
2. Realized it's deserved bllt cry because you don't like it 
3. Have to pay for a wrongdoing of any kind 

Negative 

4. So think of your mistakes 
5. By one's self in the form of sel£-a.ecussations 

6. Negative attitude toward 
a. by authorities if you create a disturbance - you're 

undoubtedly gu.il ty 
b i. even if' you're only demonstrating for your rights 

and are jeered at 
b. even minor things are made into a big thing by authorities 
c. a victim of circumstances and severely and unjustly 

punished by authorities 
d. can't see axr;r reason wh;y when you're caught, you're 

physically punished and beg to let go 
e. in your cell, you wonder what made others judge you as 

they did 
t. there are so many (wrong or sick) tltl.ngs you could have 

been doing 
g. a young person pay dearly (for staying away from home) 
g. unjust 

i. so retaliate and get away with it so think you're 
something 

7. Inevitable, expected 
8. Negative results 
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a. dwelling on your shameful deed and upset, you pray but 
aren 1 t forgi ve..'l'l 

b. work all day in prison until exhausted 
c. 
d. 

9. Phony 

hard to understand but you've hurt yourself 
you still do the same old thing 

a. lawful punishment results in independence and leading 
an honorable life 

General Attitude - 39 men; 55 stories - 11 positive 

Positive 

1. Wrongdoing 
a. don't do it 

1. if it may hurt someone though others try "persuasion" 
ii. if you remember you had a good place to return to 

one you could make for yourself 
b. make amends 
c. others make you pay your debt to society and you do 

2. &notions accompanying wrongdoing 
a. sorry, give yourself up,but glad to get out 

3. Contingencies 
a. because of new compa.ni0ns you stay out of trouble 
b. get caught for doing something wrong, but helped when 

drunk - need to solve this problem 

1. Wrongdoing (continued) 
d. others 

i. tey to stop you 

Negative 

ii. support you to a. point then give you up to 
authorities 

iii. disapprove so you sa.y you 1 re sorry 
i v. are disgusted with you and pray to the Lord to 

forgive you 
v. get you into di.ffi -mJ. ty, ;"'?U' re ashamed and want 

to end it all 
vi. may act for ethical motives, another may accept 

the decision regretfully and a third gladly 
because it favors his deceit 

vii. ghre you up to authorities and you have no chance 
you're a victim or circumstances 

e. go along with authorities 
i. though you resist at first 



i i. wThen surprised and can 1 t do anythinrt else 
f. chosen over taking over a. business bu.t a «'gun happy 

cop 11 gets you 
6· get rid ot t.hose ·vrho squeal on you but the authorities 

are a!"ound 
h. always find yo,.lrseli' in trouble but ttant help 
i. always wai tine; for something to happen 
j. wonder if it's your fault or society's 

2. Emotions, etc.(continued) 
b. just ashamed because of the trouble it caused you 
c. sorry 

i. but happy because Ood 1s forgiven you 
ii. &.nd upset 

d. sad 
e. first violation causes guilt in a sophisticated person 
r. disturbed with yourself 
g. have to console one another without embarassment 

J, Contingencies (continu.ed) 
c. during adolescence reflects tensions at home 
d. due to some thing men tal 

4. Everything poL'1ts to your being a criminal 
5. Escape 

a. but are caught 
~... and h;:.~.ve to give it back but wish you hadn't 

been caught 
b. or try to find a way to get out of it 
e. getting away with it 

. i. then go to work for the UJ.I.derworld 
ii. if others are watching for authorities 

iii. if you do it behind their back 
6. If wronged 

a. when young, parents or police help 
b. when older, you lose but may take justice into your own hands 
c. and lose your property, you get it back and the wrongdoer 

is punished 
d. you won•t rest U."ltil you know the tru.th 

7. Phony 
a. pray and repent "never to sin again" 
b. pays to pe honest in long run and lead others to a good 

and noble life 
c. see how it is to be punished then bec0111e a hardworking 

man 

III. HUman Relationships - 40 men; 164 stories - 40 positive 

~ression ,2! others ... .39 men; 113 stories - 27 positive 



1. 

2. 

3. 

Positive 

Eliers' advice 
a. wonder whether it• s right so thin.tc it out 
b. give in to youth when overshadowed by possibility of 

failure 
c. helps t"or the fUture 
d. beneficial to those younger 
e. you like their wisdom 

Experts• advtee 
a. makeR things vrell, if you think you •re wrong 
b. if heeded, others believe you and things work out well 

Others' advice 
a. can get good advice from S0111$0ne you have faith in 
b. listen then go on your own to success thereby making 

tham proud 
c. cnmes a tim.e when it will no longer be given 

4. Others' help 

5. 

a. when you ca.."l' t find your way 
b. by working hard to give you a. better Ute 

i. rernid l'rhen you go through with it 
ii. repaid when you then help them after being successful 

c. at l$ast want to know what you're upset about 
Views of people 

a. people think of their fUtures, alth-..tp in different ways 
b. forgive you artar serious ·thought and assurances you care 
c. com.niunica.te though separated because or duty 

Separation (leaving) 
:a. others are upset or worry 

i. even ii' 1 t' s because or an obliga. tion 
7. Authorities 

a. though everybody cooperates, suceass comes only when the 
government steps in 

8. Rejection 
a. if you're a. know-it-all 

Negative 

1. Elder• s advice (conti.nued) 
f. not good £or the young 
g. do wha:t th.ey say so everyone likes you 
h. while the activity is going on 

2. Expert's advice (continued) 
c. you tbink about it 
d. may err whUe trying to see what's the mattelf, the result 
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3. Others• advice (continued) 
d. on how to mal<e decision - after getting the facts 
e. you just follow it 
f. though unheeded proves true lnt escape the facts 

4. Others' help (continued) 
d. should support you 
e. wait for them, doing nothing 
f'. needed to help you decide what to do 
g. set+,le disagreements before you get there 
h. support you until you're back on your feet 
i. by their love and understanding you overcome negative 

feelings and attitudes 
j. have never let you down and everything depends on them 
k. you try to get it when faced with an obstacle 
1. concerned about your present 
m. just in time when condemned because of a defect 

5. Views, etc. (continued) - marginaJ~y positive 
d. forgive you if' you ask 
e. your wisdom leads to others success when they finally 

understand what ;r.:m say to them 
f. can be happy 

· i. converse 
g. are together at the end of a day 

6. Separation ( continu.ed) 
b. family tells you to take care of yourself 
c. mother and son bo;t>e for loved one return 
d. angry because you didn't let tht!lll know your whereabouts 
e. may get burt if youu leave home though enmity exists there 

7. Authorities (continued) 
b. interfered and bring everything under control 
c. if a friend, keeps you from bigger mistakes when you 

want to fight injustices against you, yourself 
8. Rejection (continued) 

b. by a better class of people, since they have other ideas 
about life 

c. don't want to listen to anything you have to say 
because the7 1 re a.ngry 

d. could care less about you in an embarrassing situation 
e. but not brave enough to commit suicide so try to overcame 

your fear 
f. disgust by those close to you results in your feeling 

the same way toward yourself 
g. disapprove of everything you do and try to stop you 

i. so try to prove your manhood differently than 
those with v.bom you •ve been compared ( +) 



h. are unf'aithfu.l when there's no feeling or emotion 
involved 

9. Victimized 
a. and cannct defend yourself even if authorities help 
b. nothing e.: .l ·e<-3 done 
o. want to take advantage of you while you're searching 

unsuccessfUlly for what you've lost 
d. by ;rour own family 

i. can't understand why they did this to you 
ii. though they comfort you when you complain of 

others' malice 
e. can 1 t understand why they harm you when you're not 

doing wrong 
f. try to trick you to get what you have and you lose con

trol bo.t are restrained and won't let it happen again 
g. prevent you tram talld.ng to someone when you • re afraid 

10. Negative views of people 
a. close the gap when a misfortune occurs to someone dear 
b. may just Wnk about how it would have been and do 

nothing 
c. glad yw.•re mistaken about seeing a friend among the 

down-and-outers 
d. sleep, talk aboltt women when it's hot 
e. are hn>ocrites and deD'Sde your successful, heroic life 
f. insult ;your intelligence by what they do 
g. their fun, lOTe1 and enjoyment and resulting laziness 

result in yau.r wo:rking b7 ;rou.rself' al tbough tired 
h. when men are tired and blmched together like cattle it's 

natural tor tbela to sleep togethel" 
i. need luck to break away from unreasonable others to 

establish own lite 
j. prove others are wrong about 70'1 bu.t if' you're destroyed 

they ref'lect how the;r mis,judged ym~ 
k. even people wbo have evsrything may destroy themselves 
1. othersa 

11. Life 

i. anger resol ts in your DJY"Sterious emotionalism 
ii. interfere 

iii. neglect of something results in nothingness and 
dirt 

iv. find out about your failures 

a. perceived better 
b i. in imagination 

ii. in dreams 
b. reminds you of strange past experiences 
c. is nothing i.f you have nothing or nobody 
d. upsetting 
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e. ccmdi t1ons are bad and all yoa. can do 1.a. waiie.h 
t. ser!as 
g. tired of wandering 
h. SCEebow not real 

i. wonder or stand while it moves on 8l'OWld you. 

_Re .... ae........,ti.on..., !2, others .. 29 men; 51 stories - 13 ·)ositive 

Posit1Ye 

1. Obedience, campliance 
a. becau.ae they dan •t want yw. to ~ t.h.rGtlgh what they did 

2. Disregarding others (wishes, ~ts) 
a. it de~ no cme can stop 10'1 :f.'ran doing what yoa 

muat 
1.. 1011 get 1t and t~y'retapp:r too 

b. whan. their background prevent tha ~accepting those you 
love 

a. untU. exhausted, then accept their help 
). Qaarrela 

a. and nagging penalise ...,..a au.d you ~e why but carey 
on with the resporud.bility yw' re lett with 

4. Positive zre&rt:.i.ons 
a. action toward others 

1. h&l.p when your task is .t'inished 
11. 1ren things out at heme U yw•ve had difficulty 

b. a.tti tude toward others 
i. enjoy' aee1tirJ.c others like ;you.rael.t and look 

torward to futw-e contacts 

Negative 

l. Obedience, acapliance (continued) 
b. not possible to do otherwise, also tbe;y could be right 
c. revel, but obey 
d. thou.gh they're wd.ng you 
e. in retu.rn tor letting you do what ygu want 
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2. Disregarding others (continued) 
d. because past experiences tell you you can't deal with them 
e. if you know more than they do 
g. want to get away when they try to talk some sense in to you 
h. pleas 
i. not to go where danger is but you want to 

3. Quarrels (continued) 
o. reconciliation 

i. you leave but return because it was silly 
ii. sorry 1 want them back so go through a media.tor 

c. an excuse to get away 
rl. about to leave though others want yo to stay 
e. because of doing things your way, so you slap them down 

and do what you please 
5. Emotions 

a. others are angry because of what you said, then you're 
hurt a.fter thinking it over 

b. sorry 
i. for hurting someone 

- ii. to be the bearer of bad news 
iii. when another is sad and crying it out 

c. ashamed, when you take advantage of someone else 
d. rules and you don't face facts but if others feel the 

same an s.greement can be reached 
e. astonish you by what they maliciously say of you 
f. blame yourself unjustly when you have caused anothers 

pain and your ego becomes deflated 
6. Negative 

a. actions toward others 
i. find a victim and get away with it 

ii. fool others by doing nothing, if you think their action 
wvs uncalled for 

iii. spend their gifts, given to encourage you to 
study, on cheap pleasures . 

iv. your surprise backfired but you don't get hurt 
v. are serious because of the effect it has on others

surprises them 
vi. under threat reveal things to you about yourself 

and you're glad they did 
b. attitude 

1. disagree but eventually you'll get yo 1r point 
across 

11. don't want to listen your explanation, but you 
convince them to 

1. If no one is around things are free 
8. Ordinary life is dull unless something dramatic and 

scandalous occurs 
9. Phony 

a. a defect can't be cured and hope for a miracle out friendship 
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a. (continued) guides you on to faith 
b. don't want attention you love being alone 
c. "great love" is wonderful but can bring "gre~t grief" 

yet the love remains strong 
10. Reaction to nature 

a. Beauty 
1. can be seen or enjoyed 

11. not realized until you c~n only have it briefly 
iii. it's a shame when you have to leave them 
iv. dazes you 

b. Nature 
i. has everything 1 some unknown to man 

ii. interf~res with your routine 

IV. Adversity- 36 menJ 74 stories- 12 positive 

Loss -16 men; 28 stories - 5 positive 

Positive 

1. Hard to tell others about 
2. Leads to 

a. repenting for not coming earlier 
b. knowing they were good and would e;et eternal rewards 

Negative 

2. (continued) 
c. giving in to emotions which relieve the tension 
d. a need to confide in others 
e. a heavy burden 
f. wondering what will become of yo·,1 but in the end you're 

well of and help comes 
g. getting over it or forgetting it 

i. then things get back to normal 
ii. because a replacement is found 

h. leads to a true meaning in life after a fruitless 
attempt to end your own 

3. Loss of loved ones at their own hand or through violenc·e 
a. results in ueing alone 

4. A loss and reality escaped by drinking 
5. Unexpectedly leaves one 

A. sad and wondering 
b. dist:re$sed 
c. shocked 

6. A loss accompanies joy and due to a prolonged, chronic 
illnes 
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7. Loss of everything, hoping becomes intolt'!rable and you have to 
go out to find what you want even if it makes others sad 



Danger, Adv,!rsity, Problems - 26 men; 46 stories • 1 positive 

Positive 

1. Overcame by active effort 
a. if it 1 s too late to hide, you face it and 111 ... ,~ •• 

opportunity to get ready for the future 
b. facinr it and looking close, you realize it's OK 

2. lnow there's more to it than what's obvious, you think about 
it 

3. can get along in spite of it, if you're young 

Negative 

4. In spite of them can still enjoy looking at something 
beautiful 

S. Won 1 t hurt you if you're not around . 
6. Turn away from it and try to find consolation elsewhere 
1. You and family grieve and wrry 
B. Things are •down• now but get better later 
9. Escape 
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10. a stone wall is in f r ont of you and you • re tired and disgusted 
U. Occur when leaving a sheltered atmosphere 
12. Pray for God's help 

a. relieved when he and an expert are in charge 
b. overcome miraculously just in time 

13. Others 
a. try to make it appear as if ev rything was OK but 

you're lost and wondering what to do 
b. would want you to pull yourself together when you see 

things you don't want to accept 
c. some people are still others are raging 
d. overcome it by their help and understanding after you 1ve 

despaired 
e. outwardly no signs of what 1 s wrong, but it 1 s serious 

so seek professional help 
f. talk to them 

14. Results inc 
a. things being a "blank" 
b. no enjoyment of anything 
c. needing physical support 
d. professions of hopelessness 
e. despondency and uncertainty 
f. the breakdown of defenses 
g. caution and suspicion 
h. unreasonable self-accusations 
i. resentment 



Relief Grcup 

I. S11ccess, Achievement - 48 men; 201 stories - 72 positive 

Work - 22 men; 62 stories - 26 positive 

Positive 

1. Job hunting 
a. Need professional help to find one 

2. Others 
a. families or people work together 
b. y ur work also helps others 
c. has rewards 

i. though lonesome 
ii. love of others 
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d. you're concerned about dear ones even while working, lest 
adversity strike 

e. complete a task 
i. before getting comfortable tho1~h others suggest it 

ii. after a long time makes others happy 
f. family tries to talk you out of returning to old job 

to earn a pension 
.). General attitude 

a. if you work hard you'll be happy 
b. if you work for your'self 1 you're free and need no help 
c. after work, you're glad to go home 
d. you do what is needed 
e. if you're poor, you worry but after finding work you 

make good 
f. if you have nothing it's your own fault but hope to 

get work and improve the situation 
g. people :r.ostly lq around but some try to do a little 

something 

Negative 

1. Job h'linting (continu .. d) 
b. after being punished for wrong doing, you end bJ getting 

a job 
c. plan how to co it 
d. tired after searching for work 
e. tell others who are complaining you can •t find a job 

and +.h.rt +.t:ings are hard 
f. only want a certain job, not any old "left over" 
g. it will take csr.a of all your problems 

2. others (continued) 
g. throueh the help Md progress of others you find work 
h. if you're angry andd:m 1t want to work, others will force you to 
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i. if you lose your job and don't want to work the family 
rejects you 

4. Tiring, exhausting, makes you ill 
5. Thinking or wondering about work 

a. what it will bring you (food, frtends) 
b. how to avoid it 

6. Not wanting to work 
a. not interested in what you •re doing 

i. but would rather go to school than work 
b. tired of it 

il those who go to school can rest when they feel sick 
e. if you're ill, you worry so before doing a task, you 

look for eigne and pray 
d. avoid it because you're looking for something, altho·.1gh 

you haven't found it yet 
e. because of laziness 

i. overcome once you get started 
ii. others have to start it 

iii. so yo 1 drink but are on guard so you won't get 
caught and "get rich quick" schemes come to mind 

f. dislike all kinds of work so "'uch you become emotional 
about it 

~ - 21 men; 24 stories - 13 positive 

Positive 

1. A prelude to more work 
2. After working hard you rest 
3. Since you have no one and think about your situation 
4. When relaxed or enjoying your~ elf, you see things of beauty 
5. Sleep occurs while working hard and othEJrs think you •ve done 

well 

Xegative 

6. Try to make up your mind about something while resting 
7. Or sleep occurs 

a. when tired from working or bored 
b. and will do things you don't like if you don't sleep 

too long 
c. no matter from what and you don't care what goes on 

8. If you have nothing to do 
9~ But guarded by others 

10. Instead of resting, men should help benefit others 
11. Anywhere at night 

Success - 39 men; 115 stories • 33 positive 
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Positive 

1. You succeed in finding what you're looking _ror - the necess
ities of life 

2. Accomplishment or suceess follows• 
a. a new beginning a.1d clearing yourself 
b. may have to use physical force to go ahead 
c. preparation; planning, study; tra~ning; or work 
d. nexibili ty 
e. work or persistence but also worry, concern, or frus

tration 
i. expecially when learning the task 

3. Type of person 
a. because of an aptitude you have 
b. pot.-mtial and work 

4. Attitudes 
a. persistence 

i. and ask for God's help 
5. Other people 

a. if you receive no help, you do it yourself and do it well 
b. if y•.lU want something, you'll help others 
c. though ill you prefer doing things yourself but appreci

ate those who helped 
d. you study hard and others work hard to make it possible 

for you 
e. assistance of others, work, and imagination lead to 

success 
6. Failure 

a. until you make lp the lack of education 

Negative 

2. Accomplishment, etc. (continued) 
ii. about the outcome and your ability 

iii. responsible action though sad and unsure 
f. new inventions which lnake things easier 
g. familiarity with and being in own surroundings 

3. Type of person (continued) 
c. if you start young enough 

4. Attitudes (continued) 
ii. glad when what you're doing is finished, if you 

don't like it 
b. curiousity 
c. hope though poor 
d. wishing to have thinF-':f' 
e. regrets at not having finished school 
f. education and appreciation of iner things must take 

into account the difficulties and dangers 



g. if you aren't able to laarn because of a defect, you'll 
be institutionalized eventually 

h. chance or fate 
i. your love for something may override responsibilities 
j. tired of your life and want sue: ass so others will 

praise and look up to you 
k. the world is going too fast, yvu l·lUSt slow down to 

enjoy your existence 
5. Other people (continued) 

f. others want you to follow in their footsteps 
i. though difficult they teach you 

ii.- encoura~e you 
iii. but you disagree about your choice in life so 

postpone your decision 
g. persistence when thing:; are hard, but you'll also learn 

you need someone 
h. separation though sad enables you to go out and become 

successful 
i. imitation takes a lot of hard work, it can be done if 

you adopt others' way of doing things 
j. are proud but you have to work at it too 
k. try to influence you but you can't make up your mind 

and feel the future could end up any ··umber of ways 
1. need to depend on them to show you how to get along 

in the world. 
6. Failure. (continued) 

b. a smattering of knowledge is not enough and it will be 
too late to do anything and you'll want to hide you 
failures 

c. success is stymied 
i. after a lonv hard try 

ii. because of a '1fluke" 
iii. though you get right on top of uhat's 1mder, you 

still lose someone dear 
iv. though desirable ~ay be impossible to do 

d. when choosing own course in life contrary to what others 
say 

e. or not you ret urn home 
i. when you rllll out of the means to do something 

ii. repeated until you return to your former life 
iii. when out of your environment so turn to alcohol 

f. after yo<l invent somethin& so you're sad 
g. €t.ive vent to your feelings though this . olves nothing 
h. total loss if y .11 sit and wait for help 

1. Passive 
a. daydreaming 

i. about adventure wher. you don • t have the tneans to 
get the needed help 

b. thinking 
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i. about your present status and future and its probleu 
ii. about being great someday and determined dear ones 

will get things you didn't have 
iii. of what to do next and you're sure it 111 turn out 

by the way you 1re thinking 
iv. sonder about what's going on until yo1 see it 

e. expression reveals "willpower" therefore success 
d. don 1 t know 

i. anything except what you started with 
ii. what to do, have no place to go thus are worried 

iii. but yo tl 1 ll do something 
e. if something i&n 1 t understandable 

i. you can 1t do much abo,;t it 
ii. and won't be able to learn 

iii. but don 1 t want things the way they are 
iv. you can't respond, don't concentrate but get sleepy 
v. it becomes a problem and causes discouragement 

f. wish you had the chance to go to school 
g. hoping lic11 changes otherwise you 1re in trouble with 

debtors 
h. worry if things aren't going well 
i. eventually solve a problem 
j. prayer 

1. go away when you get some money 
k. problems 

1. · and perseverance will get you :1oney 
11. if you could get welfare or a job 

l. welfare helps, if you lose your job 

II. Wrongdoing, Impulsiveness - 39 menJ 95 stories • 24 positive 

Cra!!pgs - 3 menJ 7 stories - 0 positive 

Negative 

1. Alcohol 
a. sorry and ask forgiveness which makes you happy 
b. you break a promise not to get drunk, but oth~rs get 

you to church and everything gets to be right 
c. don 1t want tolisten to others advice about your same old 

failings 
d. can't help those close to you because of it 
e. meet others like yourself in the same envhmment 

i. thus alcohol gets you into trouble 
f. "the usual story of degrad.atio:1 and downfall of the 

alcoholic" 

Aggression • 5 men; 5 stories - 1 positive 
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1. Restrained by others 
a. if you're mad 

Positive 

Negative 

1. Restrained by others (continued) 
b. and it turns out fine 
c. the result of 

il. interference 
ii. quarreling 

2. You strike back or fight 
a. when others hurt you, but you return to aid them 
b. and achieve your rights with the help of others no matter 

how 

Impulsiveness, passions - 7 menJ 8 stories - 3 positive 

Positive 

1. Sorry for your "sins" and worried about others 
2. Reasons for impulsive behavior 

a. wrong feelings - you'll be punished 
b. impatience - but are sorr;:.r afterwards and others are 

upset too 

Negative 

2. Reasons, etc. (continued) 
c. a fit of rage - later you're ashamed 
d. an emotional state - and never forget it 
e. react emotionally before finding out about a situation 
t. an escape (drink, sleep) from others -who don't under

stand 
3. After indulging yourself, you return ho 'e to recuperate but 

are unable to m.ake the appearance you'd like 
4. If you can't control yourself 1 you'll be put away until you 

can 

Punishment - 16 men; 25 stories - 9 positive 

Positive 

l. Inevitable 
2. Severe 

a. if you get into trouble or take what you want unlawfully 
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b. worse off if you don't face your punishment for doing 
something wrong 

3· Other people 
a. if their advice is followed, you're only Lghtly punished 

for a minor crime 
4. If you do something wrong for gcod reasons or use wrong 

means: 
a. you're destroyed 
b. lightly punished 

i. a first offense is follo,·ed by a warning from 
authorities 

c. caught 
i. and punished 

a) but we don't know why they do it 
b) you learn that crime doesn't pay 

ii. but not punished (•) 
d. accidentally doing wrong leaves you cone rned about 

the person and yourself but it works out becaus' you're 
not the type of person to do such a thing (-) 

Negative 

2. Severe (continued) 
c. if you do something others don't like 

3. other people (continued) 
b. say they won 1 t help if you • re in tro lble 

i. but they will 
ii. if they don't you '11 be punished 

c. if you pick on the wrong person, you '11 pay for it 
5. Anticipated punishment causes fear but its not very bad 

when it comes 

Gen.ral Attitude - 27 menJ 50 stories - 11 positive 

Positive 

1. Can only be free by admitting your actions end accepting 
responsibility for them 

2. Try to do right as you've been taught 
). A 1nan may get into trouble with the police, but they're 

only doing Lheir job 
4. If you're innocent 

a. conc€rned with how to prove it 
5. other People 

a. when a man is in trouble with thfl police, he'd bet.ter 
consult a lawyer 

b. vow to apprehend a crual evildoer 
c. advise - and you should take it and don 1t get :i.nvolved 
d. try to ~top you 



Negative 

4. If you're innocent (continued) 
b. you try to get away 
c. and insist on it you'll go free 

5. other people continued) 
e. are hurt by your :,Tongduing 
f. lose someone close because you did vil"Ong 
g. may do something wrong to your enemies 
h. if you plot with another and plan to deceive them also 

both will be cau~ht 
i. won't help 

i. if you leave your own people, othervwwon't h~lp 
you and you get into trouble 

11. want nothing to do with you because they feel 
. you know better · 

j. help you if you tell the truth and give yourself up 
k. always trying to catch you doing something wrong 
1. help you succeed by love and prodding though you 1re in 

the wrong crowd 
m. want to talk to you about what you •··,·e done wrong but. 

you don 1 t know so answer by silence 
n. advice 

i. should take it bt''Cause its so easy to get in 
trouble and so hard to get out 

ii. ignore it and when can't help yourself you join 
bad companions and get into trouble 

o. prevent you from getting into trouble 
i. can dissuade you if you're not really bent on 

doing something 
p. will take you back if you 1re all they have and you 

plea..l 
q. don't feel right about doing someth.•.ng 'loll"ong and 

others tell you not to; it'll end up bad 
6. It' you don't know where to turn and lose all you may turn 

to crime rather than beg 
7. If you wait to do something wrong, you '11 change your mind 

and not do it 
8. Emotions accompanying wrongdoings 

a. you think about it and hope 
b. sorry because it means a loss for you 

9. Altho 'gh the type who's been in trouble, you tell others 
that you resolve to do better 

10. When wronged 
a. those who persuaded you flo do wrong get away and you 

say you'll never do it again 
b. you don't destroy them but turn them in and they're 

better after their punishment 
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c. you're in a ra1'e but others talk to you and you 
t hink things are over 
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d. the,. poison your llind tJO you'll follow their evil ways 
but eventually they'll be destroyed 

e. watchful tor wrongdoers to turn them in 
ll. Escape 

a. but are caught 
i. still you tr.y to resist 

b. try to hide and look out for those after him 
c. those who try to keep you from wrongdoing 1 it you 1 re 

big enough 

In. HUliWl relationships - So men; 205 stories - 46 positive 

Impressions ot others • 46 men; 114 stories - 27 positive 

Positive 

1. llder' s advice 
a. it you don •t stop cioi.rj.g wrong when the,. va:rn you, ,.au 111 

get into trouble 
b. if you obej-, you'll become an intelligent person 
c. younger generation learns fro ,rthelll 
d. uk tor it when you •re starting out on something new 

2. .Advice 
a. tell you to stick with it it you 1re not doing well and 

you do 
b. after getting the e4vice you soup,ht, you work out a 

probl• 
o. realisation about advice comes too late and you're 

aick. about it 
3. Help 

a. professional help 
i. 1a succeaatul 

ii. is needed 
b. show you the light thus prevent YO'J fr• %'1m.ning away 

becauee ot a Ddstaken notion 
e. friends help ·when yo11 1re personally attacked 
d. it needy or in dirficul ty people will coM to your aiel 
e. the help 3•ou 1re determined to get m.ay only save you and 

not another 
r. others help and you help yourself 

4. Talking, explaining, understand:..ng 
a. Talking to others 

i. oalm.a you. down so you can takr: reasonable action 
ii. about the difficulty with your wife, make up then 

go back together 
b. others tr.y to explain 
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i. a vi~wwpoint which will do you some ~r,ood though you've 
been quarreling and stubborn 

ii. so you'll understand why they did something you 
don't approve of 

iii. eo you won't do silnething violent and into getting 
professional help 

c. understanding 
I. hope others will while you do your best 

11. Life 
a. even anima.ls enjoy and care for their own 
b. is serio :s 
c. you should be brave because you've had it hard 

Negative 

1. Elder's advice (continued) 
e. listen out make up your own mind 
f. if you obey, you'll be a better man 

2. Advice (continued) 
d. that you'll get into t~X<u.ble if yo have the wrong kind 

ot friends but you already have 
e. need their devotion and understanding when they advise 

about the seriousness of life 
f. life is UllB.Appy untU you listen to the advice of 

another that you know to be right 
g. show you ho\--r to make money, i.f they love you 
h. and help is received when you have nothing to take care 

of the fa1nily 
1. nice when you don't know what to do 
j. have no one to turn to and need someone trustworthy 

as you don't know why you're in your present difficulty 
k. others from your former life take you back after doing 

something wrong though they advised against it 
1. don't want to listen because you have a mind of your own 

3. Help (continued) 
g. may be wrong but ends up well as they teach ycu how to 

be something and you become successful 
h. unsure of help and you have no one 
i. is needed to solve a problem but you don't know who to 

turn to 
j. dear ones 

1. don't help 
a) though they should and you 1re in need because 

they haven't 
11. only give nominal help 

k. don't ask because 
i. don't have the courage and don't trust anyone 

11. toopproud so family suffers and later you're sorry 



1. no one lcelp until it • s too late 
m. t~; to get help but fail and others bemoan the past 
n. is needed 

4. Talking, Etc., (continued) 
a. talking to others 

iii. about a problem (like drinking) 
iv. they don't want to and things end up bad 

b. others try to explain 
iv. their ideas about your future 

c. understanding 
ii. others aren'tthough you're interested in what 

they have to say 
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iii. others misinterpret your behavior, eventually they 
realize what you're really doing 

iv. don 1 t but you may not be in the right situation to 
eXJlain things 

v. try to get others to underst;md who aren't interested 
but if you're upset they feel for whatever you're 
telling them 

vi. can 1 t communic <'te l:<ecause you're ill, so you're alone 
5. Marginal attitude and actions 

· a. attitudes 
i. its better to have someone than to be alone 

ii. ethers .;\omfort you in your grief 
iii. though alone you amy eventually happen upon some 

kind of friend 
iv. you meet nice people and hope to raeet more in the 

future 
v. you want people to love you and treat you well t cugh 

1 t may seem funny 
vi. though friendly, you're worried and disgusted 

vii. upset only if it's someone close to you that's ill 
b. actions 

i. although you have incidental troubles, you can 
commWijicate with a loved one 

ii. look forward to comfort and compatibility provided 
by others 

iii. if you protect someone, they'll protect you in return 
or will remove obstacles 

6. Authorities 
a. you follow orders - when to rest when to work 
b. b y complying with them you get the care and attention 

you need 
c. if you rebel and they're not understanding, they'll 

reject you 
d. hold you in an uncomfortable place 
e. want them to help if you've broken down and given up 
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1. Victimized 
a. by those you know 

i. and getting away with it 
ii. they abuse yo111 if they'd provide better for you 

you'd be completely happy 
b. othe s take advantage of you, if you 1re foolish and 

unobservant 
c. others get your money fro(t you after all your work, 

all you have is just enongh for food 
J. Rejection 

a. though you try to do something to satisfy your family 
you find they've given you up 

b. even though you heve ~roof, others won't stalll behind 
you 

c. others tell you to do things but they are di;·gusted with 
you and don't trust you and reject you if you don't do 
want they want 

d. nobody cares a·bout bums, they're just obstacles to be 
pushed out of the wa:y 

9. Negative feeJ.ings and attitudes 
a. feelings, emotions 

i. disappointed in the people who give you useless gilts 
ii. if you don't agree with othHrs, you get angry and both 

are sad about it 
ii1. others are upset about unimportant things but you'll 

love all those close to you 
iv. sad because other's ~wtions caused destruction 

b. attitudes 
i. when your desires coincide with anothers needs, 

you'll get what you want 
i1. others '.;ant you around when you're in f•ood shape 

iii. if you can't give them what they ask they detain 
you 

i v. people are not true 
v. if you've been unfaithful you can't be sure of the 

other's love 
vU some people try to take you off guard, if you 1re 

trained you'll come out OK 
vii. you 1re pushed and pulled around waiting for someone 

with evil intent 
viii. prevent you from doing things 

a) but things will end happily because of what yoa have 
b) running way but they're not too interested 

though you worry 
ix. try to stop you 

a) later you're successful in destroying yourself 
b) from doing your duty afterward they realize it 

was best 
c) maybe this will be the last ti.n!EJ vou 111 ...do. .it. 
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u. 

Olrleral. vi~ mwrt, be guarded or you. 'll be violently destroyed 

a. types o£ people 
1. people wbo don •t care aoou.t ~~ v.Ul not, 

amo\ll.llt to auyt.h1ng or ,ou. don • t lmow what, 
11. 1uU don't 'thinlc abou.t work, wonder onl;r where 

tlwy'll sleep, find a bottle or worry a.bot& the 
copa 

ill. p80ltle eonectra.te on what they're doing or worry 
iv. passive 

b. lll&l"l"iage is simply an idealistic program 
c. it you do something, those it attects eventuall;y find 

out 
Life (oon~) 

d. the 1\.t'b!re 
1. JU¥ be 01 and JOD.'ll. •d up wr1dJlg bard or sick 

and in the hospital 
11. it 3'CU' re undecided a rov:Qne is Nl.axtng 
ill. uncertain 

a) tbol.agb things are better uw 
iv. wonder a~t it 

e. pess:bdsm. 
1. oan•t sleep it worried btlt ~ be too tar along 

the road of lite to get the necessities 
11. t1nding What yuu.'re loold..'1X: for mq mean your end 
iii. evil :Lns'Wad or good is the l~cU.e 

t. 10111re al..tn~ U in trouble or when thinking of the past 

Reaction to others.- 32 man: 81 stori 'l1 - 19 positive ............. .. ... . .... ... 

Poaitive 
1. Obedience, CCiliPli.I!IJIOe 

a. tmMlu you. to M.till ;ytnl1' desires to help others 
2. Disregc:...""d1ng others' (wishes, sta.taunts) 

a. bttt eventu:l.l.T realize they're right and tbJ.ngs work 
out 

b. dontt t::l!2 t.'la help Ot!'.t.3TS otfar 'W.t J.o ·t.he best you can 
). Qurrels 

a. reconou.iation occurs 
i. after you. NUOn&bly talk things over 

11. ~J. m~ give in realizit£g y\lU. t re c.t fauJ.·i:; tilOUgh 
at .ti.nJt. nei ~ wants to 

111. 'eventu.a:ll.y 
4. Emotion 

a. upset 
i. w:t; will help sCilleona cl.ose to you 

11. don't. want others to see so as not to worry them 
b. if you.'re aJ.en.e and have no one to tu.m to tor advice 

you. •re happier when yw. tind sameone 
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5. ~sitive 
a. ,_ vwk 1d.th o~ers to t:Lx sautb.ing 
b. 1"Gl.ationsh1ps with loved onea 

1. yo~. keep trying and .t1nall.y lllCcesaful.ly mend 1 t 
ii. hard to relate af'ter a eepa.roat4en but ;veu start 

m• as pa.:rtnere 
c. halp:l.ng o'thers 
d. ,.. ad91se 

1. :1.t a prott table experience occvs te you. too 
pua it on 

11. llat dal•t interf'ere 

Ifeg&ti.ft 

1. Obedience, ce~~pliance (oontinued) 
b. makes yvt happ.r 
e. you're u·lhapp7 and VO\Ild rather be ~ 
d. ~- they &l."e Nd and want 10\1 to stay then ~1''11 be 

proud ot yo11 

•· of ot.hlars to J'W - becau.se ya • re older 

2. Disregarding o~s (eonti.nued) 
o. just don't W:".i1t to Uste 

1. it yva' re angry, people ant alwayw telling others 
what to do 

d. need SOIIU'!ICI1e or sometb:lng to sbow you ._ way • 10'tl can 
lo what ya want 

•· don't let others stop you. tra doing What 10ll want 
t. others tey ttl get you to see a p%'0feas10Ml. b\lt YO'& 

claiA wart. 'to 
g. to do mol"e thi.nld.ng abou.t you're probl.em - yoa want 

to get awl¥ though others won't let ~ BUqbe you'll 
destroy ;yo1lr8el.f' 

). Qa.arrels (continued) 
a. raeonclliat4.Grl 

iv. get aat and try- to cool fdt and get what ;yw. • re 
loold.ng tor 

4. ilaotion (cent:l.maed) 
c. 1fOI'l"!!.ed aboa.t bU.l.a and doing -tb:l.ng hr loved ones 
d. u.paet it l898d one is ill 

5. Positive - Jl&!'g1na.1.1Jr ( cont.inud) 
•· deoiaians, prebl.-. or help are discusect wi tb or 

obilained bam •~ 
t. rala1donship w1 tb a loved one goes wall 
g. belpjng others 

1. yvu want to do so JUny' tbt.nga, JW de •t knww 
what to do first. 



11. but don't intar.tere 
iii. can•t help as IJDCh as you'd like btlt at least 

can show appreciation 
h. yoa adT.Lse a.boat an impending danger and are praised 

but yoa also ue your talents to distract thai 
6. Negative 

a. it other's facade conflicts with ;vou.r w:l.ahes, you. tum 
&1fq tl"aall them 

b. i.t ;vw have tttgemd. ty and intelligeloe, ;roa aanipu.late 
situat.ton.s ao 7CR1' re invulnerable 

c. initially dcm•t want others close to ;?OU. because of the 
way they look 

d. wh«1 hea.rtbrelcan, not knowing where to tum, you aren't 
eno~t:P8d though others try 
e. leaving, escaping 

1. when others cease loving you., ;you. give them a 
chciceJ you leave or they act properly 

u.. ;vau. leave when there is trouble :tn the family 
111. r~.:.. l~v• a.i"tel- losing all and others are left 

w1 th the debt 
i v. can •t think of anything to do so ask torgi veness 

for not doing what ;vou should the leave 
v. leave when things become bad though originally 

others had acceded to you.r wishes 
vi. gom. your own, evan it others are .hu.rt 

vii. walk oa.t if' you're ted up with nagging and being 
bossed - tor though they- say they'll change you. 
don •t really want them to 

t. it yaa lose all. your triand.s you're a:tok, disgusted, 
andlll'l8U.N 

7. Reaction to 11.te 
a. do nothing 

1. jut stand 
ii. can't do anything 

b. desperate aU of' 1 t ae worry and run 
c. if' ;vou.1ve got nothing, you. can't giTe anything 
d. tr:Lghtening u you don • t Jinow who • s there 
e. look fOl"Ward buting in nobler things a. lllaction to nat.u-e . 
a. created by- God 
b. yw ... 1118 beau.ty' bttt it .... you.rs 

IV. AdVersity' - hl '!llCJ 91 stories - 17 positive 

Loss - 10 11181lJ 12 norles - 1 posit4:n -
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~sitive 

1. Although 11pset, yc11t1 have to think about those NUin1ng 

Negative 

2. Ot loved ones 
a. hard to find a replacse1t 
b. leaves 78'1 vith a responsibllit,-, you usum.e it 

and it works out per.t'ectl;v 
c. and ytN.r property leaves you sad 
d. leaves you. upset 

1. tor a wb:Ue and YGU'll have all the work to do 
e. sadly reflect on it 
t. occurs llhen -;:()rk:i.ng at something 
g. occurs wh81 you're present 

3. You in.tol'lll authorities but you. can figure oat how it happened 

P!n_ger, ;eroblau.s - 37 me; 79 stories - l) positive 

Positive 

1. In a crisis or when there's danger 
- a. YOl1 get professional help 

2. S8 lf'-action 
a. if' no ana is around to help, J10t1 evsntu.al.l_y help 
~ 

b. do what yea. can 
1. and wait tor other help and are happ;v, tha.nki"ul 

and hope things work Rt OK 
c. it you •ve lost you can always t.t.nd you.r way 
d. at tilne8 oan•t tb:lnk of anything bat c.h1.r.mg adversity 

a.tt.er 8CIIIIe incl:ecision you know just what to do 
e. it 7V'l keep :1QUr "right mind" bu.t ;voa can't do a:eything 

it yw cton•t understand it clearly 
). Pr¢ng, asking Godll help 

a. give tb.anks things arcm •t 1m rae, tbou.gh despa.hing 
4. ltnGw1ng the case ma.,y prevent more damage 
5. leN' re not lut, yw. •re in trou.ble and are looking tor S<:~Deone 

Negatift 

1. In a crisis, etc. (cetimled) 
b. yeN· worry an.d don't know what to dG 

2. Selt-act1on ( centi.ml.ed) 
t. uyr haft to &'ftd.d serious ditt.l.C\llties aso:tnera haTe 

ant.U. 1 t' a sate eneugh to le&ft 
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g. escapG iloba things you. fear som.ehoV 
h. yot~'re upset and with no hope bu.t in ;rR1" dreall8 

everyt.h:ing is well 
1. cased by another - try straightening it oo.t by 

tal 1d.ng bat ends up badl.T 
). Pr¢ng, etc. (cont:i..m&ed) 

b. shoUld i:lCfe done this t.J.rat rather than try all eartny 
means to grt help ,. 

c. whsn it involves others and tbingstarn oat beautifully 
d. when more trouble approaches a_-rter you •ve had a lot of 

it and God averts 1 t 
a. when you're worried about getting the neeessitias o ~· 

li.t'e 
:t'. when poor ·:.'7:' exhausted praying g1 ws yau. a l1tt 
g. so that bad ti.':l.as don't occur again :m.dra can scmehDw 

survive 
h. not providing for yourself and famil.y are works of 

God and du.u 't. do any ham 
4. In a national disaster or whan th:f..ngs are bad 

a. people became destitute 
b. you're happy just to be all ve 
c. yot1 don't have the means to succeed b!lt later are 

able to help others 
5. Help 

a. hope it will name, if you •re trap.f)Gd 
b. wait tor it after fighting all you can 
c. w1U came if you su.rvive bu.t you're atraid and can't 

take the cha."loe d moving 
d. expected t:rcm your family and professionals so only hope 
a. from f'±1:e~ds so you won rt get hurt until t:111thorit1es 

arrive after things break down 
t. others won 1 t 10 near you. U yr11Be been condemned

sometimes t;.,::. 'ig::> are bright or upsetting 
s. You are all a.l.or..g 

a. an.d give vo:nt to your griaf' wt averJth,ing tums out 
well 

b. and lost you dont lmow what to do 
7. rou • re concerned or think about your probl.e 
B. Monay wUl I41ke thinp better 
9. You • re upset when sQID8tb1ng is damaged and happy when 1 t' a 

aU right 
10. !fay become ec:~ :;n~"""ie about the only thing J'OU have lett 
ll. Sam.ething is holding you down and SW"!''Ul'lding l'Qt1 tbou.gb 

~1' re loeld..ng tor SC*.ething bu.t ;yvu. don •t lc:DMr what 
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12. Worry and tfonder about ~ to day living. 
13. End 11p on relief, grieving because you. ea..'"l 't t.l-d.nk of 

anything. 
14. Something ;:rou coul<h1 • t control destroyed every-t.hing 
15. If things aren't going well, only tl'eU.bl.e results 
16. Unh'ippy eventu.a.U.y become extr.uely' •lSPPY 
11. T:rou.bles just do:1 r t materialize 
18. Worrying does no good , you still .feel the oJa:ne 
19. Doesn • t affect ymt i.f you.' re not around 
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ABSTRACT 

TAT Story Sequence Analysis was used to characterize the 
patterns of attitudes of 42 petty offenders End So rtten on re-
lief. Each sample was representative of the population from 
which it was drawn. The motivation of both groups was nega-
tive and passive. The reliefers were more dependent on others, 
influenced by them, and sought their approval. The petty offenders 
were more concerned with themselves, reacted toward others badly 
because they felt they had been mistreated, and felt punishment was 
unjust, inconsistent, and no deterrent. 
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