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CHAFTER 1

INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH

Statement of the Froblem. ®The Catholic Church has been established by

Jesus Christ as Mother and Teacher of nations, so that all who in the course of
centuries come to her loving embrace, may find salvation as well as the fullness
of a more excellent life. To this Church . . « her most holy Founder has en-
trusted the double task of begetting sons unto herself, and of educating and
governing those whom she begets, guiding with maternal providence the life both
of individuals and of peoples. The lofty dignity of this life, she has always
held in the highest respect and guarded with watchful care.nt

It is, therefore, in the field of education that the Church most ®"clearly
and definitely acts in the fullest possible measure Lo realize her own con-
ception of her nature and her mission. Primarily and essentially in her action
among men, she i8 « + » 8 teaching organisation. 'Going, teach ye all nations,!
Christ said to the Apostles, The words are not an admonition; they are an
imperative command."e

This teaching commission was given in the first century and it is equally

binding today, but the forms which this commission have taken have differed

lpope John XXIII, Mater et Megistra, trans., william J. Gibbons, S.J.
(New York, 1961), p. 9.

2Michael Williams snd Julia Keruan, The Catholic Church in Action (New
York; 1935), pl 2810

1.




2.
from sge to age and from country to couniry. The Catholic Church in America
today is engeged in innumerable activities which would be termed educational;
grade schools, parochial and centralized high schools, Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine classes, Canm Conferences, Sunday sermons, seminary training,
boarding schools, special education classes for exceptional children, colleges,
universities, Christian Family Movement, Summer Schools for Catholic Action,
Interracial‘councils. The Grail, parish oensus, catechetical activities in
areas not served by a proximate parish school, newspapers, magszines, books,
films, and TV presentations. Each program has & specific joﬁ to do, differeunt
problems to solve, and each tries to fulfill a special need in the education
of the members of the Church in order that they may participate in the "full-
ness of s more excellent life."3

Catholics, as well as other Americans, today seem 10 be hard-pressed to
seek answers to a number of very vitsl questions centering particulerly around
the area of private and public school education of Catholics. The questions
come from the clergy and lay members of the Church, and friends and foes out~
side the Church, Challenge is being given to seek answers to questiions such
as these: (1) Are Catholic schools going to decline in quality and propor-
tionate capacity as the economic burden of private education increases year by
year? (2) What are the future religious prospects for Catholic students
attending public sohools which are more and more legally committed to secular

values? (3) M"Catholics are asking themselves whether Catholic schools are

3Popa John XXIII, pe G»




3.
really doing a good job in either the area of intellectual or religious educa~-
tion. + « « They are askiag themselves wheiher Catholic schools are turning out
mimic ermies of bourgaoine."u {4) Do Catholics particularly evidence a mental
stupor related to & ¥subconscious feur that intellectual autonomy and intellec=
tual freedom it implies are somehow alien (o the tgood! Gatholic,"5 as implied
in recent studies done in the Detroit Ares by & research team from the
University of Michigan? (5) "Who really knows, in any testable manner, that
the Catholic high school gives & beiter all-eround preparation for citizenship
than does the non-Oatholic high school?™® (6) "Does Catholic high school
education make Catholics?®’

This study will focus on an area limited in scope, but it is hoped that
it will be of value in c¢larifying some of the impreasions and vague general-
ities which have substituted for verifiable faots with regard to Catholic and
public school education as it relates to Catholic youth.

To begin, we ask: What is it that the Church teaches? Fope John XXIII
explains: "Although Holy Church has the special task of sanclifying souls and
of making them sharers of heevenly blessings, she is also solicitous for the
requirements of men in their daily lives, not merely those relating to food and

sustenance, bui also to their comfort and advancement in various kinds of goods

. bwsonigan catholic (Detroit), September 27, 1962, Letiers to the Editor,
Pe 4o

SPather F. X. Canfield, Michigan Catholic (Detroit), September 1, 1962,
P 8:

6Joseph He Fichter, S.Ja., *"Catholics and High School,® America, CVII
(September 15, 1962), 718.

73. L. Maline, S.J., "Does Catholic Hig
[Je Le oJe gh School Education Make Catholics?t®
|_NCEAB, IVIII, (August 1961), 2 8+ (For abbrevietions, see Appendix




L.
and in varying circumstances of time .28 Therefore, religion is not to be con~
sidered as a compartmentalized segment of a man's life, as Sunday morning
worship only, but religious commitment must permeate a man's whole life. It
implies influences in all of his activities: work, play, politics, and family
life.?

In the past, however, much of the emphasis in the Church's teachings
stressed theological and pbilosophical doctirinej little stiress was placed

upon the social doctrines until recently as noted in the encyclical Mater el

Magistra:

Above all, we affirm that the social teaching proclaimed by the
Catholic Church cannot be separated from her traditionsl tesching re—
gerding mants life.

Wherefore, it is our earnest wish that more and more attention be
given to this branch of learning. First of all, we urge that attention
be given to such studies in Cathclic schools on all levels . . « More-
over, we desire that social study of this sort be included among the
religious materials used to instrust and inspire the lay apostolate,
either in parishes or in associations., Let this diffusion of knowled:e
be accomplished by every modern means: that is, in journals, whether
daily or periodical; in doctrinal books, both for the learned and the
general reader; end finally, by means of radio and television.l0

However, this educational function is not solely the obligation of formal
teaching organizetions within the Church itself; it is also the obligation of
the parents to see to the "religlous and moral education of their children as

well as to their civic and bodily training. They may not take an attitude of

spﬂpe John XXIII, Pe 10,
9The 5B8th Annual Meeting of the National Catholic Education Association

in 1961 was devoted to the topic, "The Objectives of Christian Education in
Contemporary Society.”

10pope John XXIII, p. 69.




Se
indifference towards this obligation nor may they transfer it wholly to
athetsgﬁll But, in a complex society such &8s we have in America today, just
how effectively can religious truths or socisl docirine be transmitted either
by the parents or by the Church?l2 Ratione) human living demands unity of
purpose; can there be a real uniiy of purpese of & religious nature in a
society which seems Lo segmentalize living into the different cavegories of
work, recreation, politics, education, or family life? Because each segment
seems detached and independent, the quesiion is~just how much interrelation
is there between religion and these activities?

‘It is the purpose of this thesis, then, 10 examine some of ihe character-—
istice; that is, background, attitudes, and practices, of & group of high
8chool sophomores who have had a Catholic school or public school educaiion.
What do Catholic students with more or less Catholic education believe, and
how do they claim they act or would act when faced with economic, sccial, and
political forces in their daily lives? What are their general characieristics,
how are they similar, in what ways are they different?

From what type of & family does this student come? Whai is the educatjion-
al and ethnic background of his parents? Wwhat is {he father's occupationi?
What are the parents' religious affiliations? Is this an aciive commitment

on the part of ihe parents?

l1lyilldans end Kernan, p. 262.

12john L. Thomas, SeJs, "Family Values in a Pluralistic Society," ACSK,
XXITI, (Spring 1962), 30-40.




6.

With regard to the student himself, what are his attitudes, opinions, and
beliefs concerning political candidates, freedom of apeech, teachings of the
Church, marriage and family life, Protestants, Jews, Hegroes? Does he identify
more closely with his family or with his friends at this age? What is his atti
tude toward the future? In addition, what are his stated action patterns at
the present time? How often does he attend Mass during the summer? How often
does he pray? How much money does he spend in a week? Does he earn part of it
himself? Vhat types of newspapers and periodicals does he read? In which
religious organizations is he active?

Finally, and of greatest interest to this study, is there any correlation
between the factors of background, attitudes, and actions, and the type of edu~
cation which the student has received? Does a student who has attended Catholic
schools differ from one who has attended public schools? If there are differ-
ences, how are they expressed?

Definition of Terms. An attitude may be defined as ™an acquired, or

learned and established, tendency to react toward or sgainst something or some~
body."l5 Since most authorities agree that it is something which is "learned,"
then it is acquired during the maturation of the child. A child grows phynicalk#
and mentally; he acquires physical habits or reactions to certain stimuli. Men-
tally, too, the child learns by everyday association with others which ideas or
situations his parents, teachera; and peers evaluate as desirable or which they
reject as harmful or useless. He thus acquires a prejudice or tolerance toward
certain races and nationalitiesj he becomes predisposed to certain evaluations

of economic activities and the political scene. He often reacts to certsin

13Henry Pratt Fairchild, ed., Dictionary of Sociology (New York, 1944 ), pléd
m—‘x —— m&




T
gituations in a specific manner because hiz elders have done so and he has
learned to do the same. This is not to say that he must act in a particuler
manner in a specific situation, only that he has a learned predisposition te do
80+

Opinicns--~gtatements expressing an analysis of an idea—~differ from atti-
tudes in that they are based less on impressions and more on a judgment which
the mind forms of persons or things. This implies that ean idea has been thought
out yet is open to dispute.

Beliefs are still stronger states or habits of mind—fthe acceptance of
any given proposition &s true. Such acceptance is essentimlly intellectusl,
although it may be strongly colored by emotion.r L

Even though it is possible to lesrn much about & man's attitudes, opinions,
and beliefs, still his actions must also be evaluated. An individual may ex~
press orally one mentil commitment and &0t in a manner which indicates another.
For exasmple, if a person expresses the belief that God expects men to worship
Him every Sunday, we would be inclined to believe this person is orthodox in hig
acceptance of this Christian teachings. But if we find later that he does not
attend Mess every week, we will wonder if he 1s deceiving himself or lyiung or
self-contradictory in behavior. It is quite possible thai he may be committed
to one verbal response pattern, and to another quite conflicting aetion pattern,
85 has besn demonstrated by (Oannon im his interesting study of juvenile offend-

ers who claim te be Catholics, 12

1bid., p. 23.

15Thomas Michael Ganmon, SJ., "Religicus Control and Delinguent Behavior:
An Analysis of the Religious (riemntation of a Uroup of Delinquent Cathollc Boys,
Unpublished Master!s Thesis (loyole University, Chicejo, 1961), p. 108,




8.

The term ®Catholic® in itself implies a unity which is religious, moral,
and even social, in the minds of many people. 5o, to be & "Catholic teenager®
in 3 large midwest city is a convenient sterotyped category wiilh many implied
generalizations &8s to background and attitude which we cannol simply take for
granted in this siudy.

Sophomores seem teo represent a stage of the maturation process which is
most crucimle They are beginning to outgrow some of their eerly training and
influences. They associate with people outside their own families with greater
frequency and aoquire new outlooks on life. BStudents of this age often come in
contact with different and divergernt velues from individuals or any of the mass
media, and they are old enough and mature enough to be able to Judge the appar—
ent merits or disadventages of various concepts. They do not accept everything
their parents and teachers have told them, and sometimes they are atiracted by
the novelty or excitement of & new value, and not by its logic or reasonableness
A lé-year-old is fast approaching adult privileges and responsibilities, but
his experience and judgment is often gquite limited.

The study will be restiricted to Catholics who have had their education from
grades three to ten in either the Catiholic or public school system. In any
comparisons which are made between students in the two school systems, the in-
teation of ihe writer 13 not to draw particular attention to the school system,
but to the Catholic students, A public-school sophomore who is & Catholic has
had many influences besides his formal education; his family, peer group, end
religion teachers, for example. He is not just & product of the sohool which
he attends; there is far more to the question than this and a statement made by

Kene in his chapter on the "School Question® is worth quoting here. "The




9.
[elationship of public and private education is a complex problem and ite solu~

ion is pqually complex. Even an approach to a solution is almost hopelessly
pomplicated by invidious statements that private education is divisive, unfmeri-
pan and undemocratic, and the counter ocharge that all public education 1s god—

?ess. The contributions of both public and private education to American life

have been iremendous and proponents of each should be prepared to grant the

pchievenents of the other. There is room for both in a democratic country and

pne test of American democracy will be the survival of both qyetoms.*lé

These last several paragraphs hint at some of the pitfalls and complicationa|
phich endanger any attempt to explain or show a direct causal relationship be~

bween attitudes or action patterns and type of formal education. The area is

Loo unexplored, the variables too numerous. For these reasons a descriptive

urvey was chossn. Descriptive surveys which aim to "provide en accurate esti-

Late of the magnitude of some phenomenon in the population”l7 are sometimes

pelittled in the field of social research. Explanmatory or csusal studies have

juch more status in the subculture of the sociologists, It is not within the

?copo of this paper to argue the merits of the two types of surveys, but the
heed for factual date in this erea is so great that it is hoped this may lead

Lo more studies in depth at a later date. Hyman defends this type or research:

FOut of the findings of such surveys often comes the basis for the formulation

pf fruitful hypotheses about phenomens, or ai least for some reduction in

16john J. Kane, Cetholic-Protestant Conflicts in America (New York, 1955),
De 125.

17Herbert Hirem Hyman, Survey Design and Analysis (Glencoe, 1955), p. 160.
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Lheorizing ebout & phenomenon. « . . The desoriptive . . . survey can be con~
¢eived of as an inquiry into the uniformity or regularity of some phgnomﬂnoa‘

[t permits a better decision as to the wisdom of undertaking an explenatory
inquiry et all.u18

Survey of the Literature. Religion in the scholastio tradition is consid-
¢red &8 "the sum of truths and duties binding man to God, or personsl belief and
yorship in relation to God. Religion includes creed, cult and code."lY The
pociology of religion i2 then "the empirical study of the expression of reli-
rious experience, religious conceptions and religious atiitudes in the formation
knd emergence of social relationships, both in terms of the particular forms of
religious groups, and beyond their c¢onfines, in more secular sccial institutions
knd relations, including the reverse influence of social forms, religious and
becular, upon religious expression, attitude and belief."20

Empirically, the sociology of religlon has been scmewhat neglected over the
Jast century. This is not to say that there has not been an awareness of the
sroblem within sociological circles. Wach, writing in 1944, implies this when
e states: "Scholars tend to forget that, however far-reaching the influence

bf' social motives on religion has undoubtedly been, the influences emanating
from religion and reacting on the social structure have been equally great.

B thorough examination of the effecis of religion on the social 1ife of menkind

181p1d., pp. 77-78.

19ernard Wuellner, S.J., Dictionary of Scholastic Philosophy (Milwaukee,
1956) » Po nlz'

20Thomas F. O'Dea, "The Sociology of Religion," ACSR, XV (June 19ShL), 88.




11.
land of the influence of religion on the cohesion of groups, on the development
land differentiation of social ettitudes and patterns, and on the growth and de-

cline of social institutions is likely to yield results of the utmost impor-

tance."@l (The italics added.)
Glock, writing as recently as 1958, tried to explain ithis lag or blind apot

in the fast expanding field of sociology:
American sociclogists in the main may be predisposed to perceive religion
a8 no longer exercising a orucial influence on social life and, therefore,
to dismiss it as a suitable subject for inquiry . . . But has ithe secular-
ization process been completed? The implicit postulate of our discussion
is that it has not. In fact, we have viewed the opposite conclusion as
essentially a rationalization of the basgic failure to develop an adequate
frame of reference for studying the role of religion in contemporary
society. Without it, it is difficult to know how to go sbout tracing the
ways in which religious ideas are still influencing and being influenced
by the nature and course of social life.22

He suggests that more attention should be given to the interaction between re-

ligion and other societal institutions. He concludes that fgtudies along these

lines are likely to come into vogue only if and when sociologists begin to think

of religious ideas as having more than a historical relationship to the dominant

values of the general society."23

Yinger suggests fourteen areas for research open now to the interested

sccial scientist. Most of the areas nseding clarification involve questions

as to the reciprocal influence of religion and other broad institutionalized

areas of our modern industrial society, such as religion and the social

2ljoachim Wach, The Sociology of Keligion (Chicago, 19LL), p. 13.

22pobert K. Merton, leonard Broom, and L. J. Cottrell, Jr., eds., Scciology
Today: Problems and Prospects (New York, 1958), p. 175.

ZBIbid ey PD» 176"'7 .




12.
lstructure, for exemple, the family; religion and education; religion and soience
religion and politioul values; religion and economic interesis; religion and
social stratification; religlon and mass madia.aﬁ

If the lntersationsl Index to iericdical Literaiure can be uped &8s s0me

messure of trends, it should be noted that in the year 1950 there wae nol one
article listed under the Scciology of feligion while in 1560 there were six
titles falling into this category.

When Gerhard lenski published his findings on The Religious Faotor?S in the
£81l of 1561, he made & broad contribution to the underdeveloped areas that Wachy
Glock, and Yinger were accentuating. lenski sought to discover sone of the re~
ciprooal influences of the Cetholic, white Frotestant, Hegro Frotestant, and
Jewish orientations upon the economis, political, and social instituticns of
Detroit, the fifth largest city in the nation.

Hiis five basic findings can be summarized as follows: 1. leliglon is not
declining but raiber, remains vigorsus end influential in contemporary Aseriocan
societye 2. Within the foreseeabls future most signs point Lo paing ic associ~
ationel vigor and vitality. 3. "Scoiow-religious group membership is a varisble
compersble in isportance to class both with respect to its potency and with
reapect to the rauge, or exteunt, of iis iniluence.® Le In studying religious
groups the distinciion between sommunal and essocistional group copmitment is
very important because ocomsmnal involvement appears o foster and encourage 2

provincial view of the world while sssccimtionel cormitment aay tave the opposityg

2. . Yinger, "Arews for hesearch in the Sociology of Religlon,®
toviology snd Socisl Research, XLII (July, 19583, LEO-LTO.

25Gerterd Lerski, The Relisious Fastor (New York, 1961j.
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bffect. 5. Religious orientations such as doctrinal orthodoxy seem linked with

B compartmentalized view of life, while devotionalism seems linked with the

pirit of'oapitaliam and with & humenitarian outlook when confronted with prob-
[ems of social injuatice.26

In other words, lenski found that depending upon a man's religious affil-
fation, the probabilities increesed or decreased that he would enjoy his ocou~-
bation, favor the welfare state, take a liberal view on issues of freedom of

ppeech, oppbse racial integration in the schools, migrate to another community,

intain close ties with his family, develop & commitment to the principle of
[:tellactual autonomy, have a large family, complete & given unit of education,
pr rise in the class systam.27 His study demonstrates empirically the complex
intordependencd‘betwnan religious, economic, political, social, and educational
fnstitutions in & modern metropoliten area,
He found that Catholics would be more disturbed (58 per cent) or unhappy
Lhan Protestants (53 per cent) or Jews (19 per cent) at the prospect of Negroes
poving into their neighborhood. They alse tended to express & preference for
pegregated schools more often than did Northern white Protestants or Jews. The
range between Northern born Protestants and Catholics was wider for those in the
piddle class and those who had a college education than for those in the working
¢lass or those who had completed high school or less education.28

In studying the relationship between religion and economic activiiies, he

267p4d., p. 295.
27 1bid., p. 289.

281bido, PP~ 65, 12-}60
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ffound that Frotestants and Jews were more vertiocally mobile than Catholics, and
Llso had a more positive attitude toward work.2? Lenski suggests that there is
re than the Protestant ethic involved in the positive attitude toward work.
Ejam his study he concludes: "Motivation is only one of many personality traits
Fhat influence the rise and fall of individuals and families. Our findings
puggest that other personality characteristice such as values, beliefs, and
kbilities are of greater importance. Success may depend as much (or more) on
Lhe devaluation of kinship, the bellef in the existence of opportunity, or the
kbility to think for one's self, as on sheer ambition,.#30
With regard to the Bill of Rights, especially freedom of speech, lenski's
Hata indicate that middle class white Protestants are most commiited to freedom
Lf speech, the Jews next, Catholics third, and Negro Protestants least.’l
In the srea of family life, almost half of the Catholics and Jews in the
btudy were natives of Detroit but less than one~third of the white Protestants
knd only seven per cemt of the Negro Protestanis were natives of Detroit. He
toncludes that this facior may well contribute to the different rates of mobil-
iy for Catholics &nd white Protestants since family ties do not hold the up-
kardly mobile Frotestants, eand they are more willing to migrate for economioc

hdvancement .32

Asking for the most imporiant quality for a child to learn, he found "A

291bid., pp. 86, 103~104.
BOIbidn. PP 233, 323:
3irvid., p. W7.

321bid., pp. 19k~b.
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high valuation of intellectusl autonomy (thinking for oneself) linked with the
upper-middle cless and with the Jewish and white Protestant groups."33 Caiho-
lics! responses consistently velued obedience, or intellectual heteronomy, as
more important. Lenskl reasons that these orientations would be expected to
have their effect on vertical mobility, ereativo‘intellectual rsaearch; and on
our political system.

In atudying family size of the Detroit area group, the mean nwaber of
children ever born to members of the various groups were as follows: Negro
Protestants, 3.0; white Caetholiocs, 2.7 Jews, 2.2; and white Protestants, l.Y.
ile particulerly notes the rapid growth in Detroit Catholic families in the
1550ts and the economic disadvantage this places upon the Catholics for vertical
mobility through college education.dl

In an article in the American Sociologicel Heview of April, 1962, Mayer and

Sharp re-evaluated the responses of over §,000 Detroit-area residents which had
been collected in several phases of the Detroit Area Study. 7They found that
Jews, Lastern Orthodox, Mormons, Christian Scientists, eand Protestants in Detroit
&ll had & higher ranking with regard to inoome, occupation, education, and status|
than Roman Catholics did. In fact, Roman Catholics came in tenth and last place
in the worldly—success ranking. In general, the authors use Weber's thecry of
the Protestant Ethic to explain the greater success of the non-Catholic groups.

They explain the low standing of Roman Catholics thus: *The powerfully rein-

331vid., p. 200.

3b1bid., ppe 214-217.
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foroed and traditional Roman Catholic Church tends to orient its members towerd
the hereafter. B5uccessful performance in the market place and the acquisition
of the symbols of edonomic achievement are of relatively little importance as
en indication of the Catholic's status efter death."3

An unanticipated finding made in an investigation on & national sample sur-
vey supported by & grant from the National Institute of Meutal Health, U.S.
Fublic Health Service, would tend to quelify Lenski's, Sharp and layerts {ind-
ings. This study revealed that Jews rated highest in achievement motivation and
Catholics tend to be higher than Protestants. They made an investigation of
this unexpected result, checked religiosity by frequency of church attendance,
end studied the Protestant denominations more closely and found neo explanation.
They conclude the difference is evidently attiributable to religious differences
rather than region or generation.
Cur impression is that the Protestiant Ethic hypothesis when used to con-
trast achievement-motivated Protestants and Catholics has many new facets
to be considered within certain social conditions. "he hypothesis doss
seem to work simply only ait the upper status positions of a well-integrated
fairly prosperous, economic structure, in the established Northesastern
parts of the United States. Ferhaps this region is more typicel of the
European structure Weber originally observed. Change in the tempo of
Capitalism in America, change in the Calvinistic ideology in Protestant
groups, changee in direction to Catholic living in & highly mobile society
may all contribute to making the Protestant Ethic less generally discern—
ible and outstanding as a way of life geared Lo achievement in modern
America.3¢

A study by wWagner of Catholic and Protestant college studentis found weber'J

Protestant Ethic pattern unconfirmed. Wagner found that segments of Catholics,

358, Mayer, larry Sharp, ®Religious Preference and Worldly Success,”
ASR, XXVII (April 1962), 227.

36Joneph Veroff, 8heils l'eld, and Gerald Gurin, "Achievement Motivation
and Heligious Background,™ ASK, XXVII (April 1962), 216-217.
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lunknown as to size, seem to be following the general American cultural pattern
of heightened interest in modern technology and scientific training. He reaf-
firme the persistence of a differential pattern of integration of Catholics inm
imerican society, but indicates some Catholics have broken from that pattern,
His study offers the question: Has this integration of Catholics into American
higher education lessened the sense of obligation toward Catholic traditiom, or
lare Catholics becoming increasingly secularised, or both?37

Of course, Lenski's and Mayer and Sharp's studies are hampered by restric-
tion to one oity which may, or may not be, typical of American urben areas in
general.

After drawing many broad conclusions about Catholic, Protestant and Jewish
orientations in gemeral, Lenski devotes 1l pages of his book to an evaluation of
the differences between Catholics who have attended Catholic schools and Catho-—
lics who have attended public schools. He asked: "How does training in the
|catholic school system influence the careers, behavior, and values of its
students? Does it increase or decrease their chances for advancemeni in the job
world? How does it influence the thoughts and actions of its graduates in the
realms of politics and economics? What effect does it bave on family life, and
on child rearing? Does it strengthen loyalty to the Catholic church and its
normative standards?n3d

These questions have very real importance to the Catholic educational

3THelmut E. wWagner, Kathryn Doyle, and Victor Fisher, "Religious Background
end Higher Education,® ASK, XXIV (December 1959), 856.

IBrenski, pe. 235.
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systems On the whole, Catholic educetors cannot ignore the findings he offers,
although in a few cases his methodology and conclusions are questionable, as in
his method of establishing the religious groups, in defining ﬂorthoéoxy" and,
particularly, in his somewhat belabored analysis at times. These points will
be discussed more completely as they correlate with the questions and conclu=~
sions of this study.

lenski found that 35 per cent of the Catholics in his study had received
more than half of their education in Cetholic schools and €5 per cent had
received half or more than haelf of their education in public schools. It seemed
to make only slight difference as to the type of education received whether &
Catholic was of & middle-class or working~clase family. Both class groups seemec
to have sent their children to Catholic schools with almost the same degreé of
fraquancy.39 Nationality beckground seemed to have & far greater iniluence on
commitment to Catholic education than did social class: "4 per ceni of the
Catholics of northwest Luropean background reported a Catholic education, only
26 per cent of the Catholics with & south or east Buropean background" did so.
le notes: "It appears that something of the latin anti~clerical tradition may
st1ll survive .m0

With regard to educational attainments, the Catholics were as likely to
have had some college education as were the Protestants. More Frotestants had
& high school education than did Catholics, however. Dropouis before completion

of & given unit of education were far higher among Catholics then among

39&16., FPhoe 240“'2&41.
LO1vig., pp. 2li1-242.
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Protestants; 39 per cent of the Protestants and 52 per cent of the Catholics did
not ccmplete the unit of education which was begun. He proposes that the rate
of Catholic dropouts is partly a result of competition encountered in the publiic
schools because the data show that Y"among Catholics who had most or all of their
education in parochial schools, only L5 per cent had dropped ocut of school with~
out sompleting the unit which they had begun. By contrest, among Catholies who
had all or most of their education in public schools, 55 per cent were drop-
outs .l

lenski's findings are disturbing in some areas and reassuring to Catholic
educators in others. He found that among Detroiters who had received more than
half of their education in a Catholic school, 8€ per cent attended Mass at least
once & week, while 67 per cent of the Catholics who had received over half of
their education in the public schools reported weekly Mass attendance. In test-
ing for dootrinal orthodoxy, he found that 68 per cent of those who had received
@ Catholic education were classified as doctrinally orthodox compared with 56
per cent of those with a public school sducation.hz According to Lenski, 32 per
cent of the white Protestents in his study were classified as arthodoth but,
nevertheless, the higher percentage of 68 for Catholics with a Catholic educa-
tion is disturbingly low according to Cetholic standards. This is particularly
true in view of the fact that the questions used for determining orthodoxy were

relatively basic and simple even though lenski apologizes for ¥such a rigorous

L21psd., p. 243.

L31pi4., p. s2.
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definition of erthodoxy.'hh leter, in explaining the questionnaire used in the
present study, wmore ettenticn will be given to these questions used to determine
ortnodoxy «

Fifty~two per cent of those who had received & Catholic education ranked
nigh Ly lenski's measure of devotionalism, compared with Lly per cent of those
who had received a public school education: and 76 per cent of those with &
Catholic educetion believed that the Catholic Church is the only true chursh
established by God and that other churches were established by men, while 61 per
cent of the public school Catholics shared this belief.4S
Catholics who had received a Catholic education were more likely to be in-
volved in the Catholic subcommuniiy, faver erndogamy (Catholics marrying Catho-
lics), end to favor limiting one's close friends to other members of the sane
religious group.ué

The study showed thai Catholic images of Protestants, Jews, and Negroes are
virtually unaffected by the type of school Catholics attended. He studied a
number of controversisl moral issues and found that the two areas in which Cath-
olic schools seemed to heve the greatest influence concerned family life, as on
questions of married couples practicing birth control, and on the morality of

L7

¢ivorce.

“%zg;g., pe 5l
L51bid., p. 2l
Léibid., p. 245,
W1pid., pp. 26247




21.

lenski notes, "It did seem somewhat sirange that no difference was found
with respect to Sunday business. For some years Catholic leaders in Detroit
have been waging a vigorous battle against Sunday business openings. Apparently
this 1s a subject which is not, or was not, dealt with to any great degree in
Catholic schools. One might have expected, however, that those who had attended
Catholic schools would prove more responsive to programs now being initiated by
Catholic leaders. But even this hypothesis is not supported by the data.&B

There was & very pronounced difference in attitudes toward work, particu~
larly among middle-~class Catholic men.

Only 6 per cent of the middle-class Catholic males in our sample with a

Catholic esducation had a positive attitude toward work. By contrast, 28

per cent of the middle~cless Catholic males with a public education had s

positive attitude, At the opposite extreme, 35 per cent of the men with

& Catholic education had @ negative attitude toward work, but only 17 per

cent of those with a public educaiion shared this view . » « Among working-

class Catholic men, the type of education received had much less effect on
attitudes toward works. « » « These findings pinpoint one of the sources of
the difference between Catholics and non~Catholics in vertical mobility.

Evidently Catholic schools do not generally develop in boys those attitudes,)

values, beliefs, and intellectual orientations which make it possible for

8 man to enjoy the more demending jobs in the modern metropolis.

In the area of political behavior and attitudes, a Catholic school educa~
tion seemed to weaken party loyslties, and increase voter independence among
Catholics. It also seems to increase respect for constitutional governmsnt as
indicated by a preference for a president who follows the rules although he may
not get things done too gquickly, rather than a president who is more efficient
50

but does not follow the rules.

LB1bid., p. 247,
L91bid., p. 248,

SOIbid" Pe 251.
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Catholic respondents were asked whether ministers of other faiths ahould be
permitted to preach publicly things which are contrary to Catholic teaching.
Forty-s8ix per cent of the Catholics with public school education were willing
to allow this while 35 per cent of those with a Catholic gchool education would
grant this.

This seems {0 indicate that in this one important respect, the furtiher

Catholics advence in their educational system the further they depart

from the traditional American norm. With advancing education and with

the expansion of the Catholic educational systiem, acute tensions could

develop in the future because of the conflict between Catholic and non-

Catholic viewpointe on this matter. If America 1s (o mainlsein & plurgl=

istic society containing something more than a series of water-tight

socio-religlious groups which merely tolerate the existence of one another,

it seems likely that there must be some modification in the teachings of

Catholic schools agnd colleges at this point. This teaching can only

generate conflict of a type which promises ill for any religiously divided

society.5l

This euthor agrees with lenski that this is an aree in which tension can
generate, but it should be noted here that he did not ask any question of a
conparable nature to the other scvclo-religlous zroups. It would have been of
far greater value in appraising the situation if he had asked a guestion such
a2 the following for non-Uatholice: Do you think that the prieste of the
Catholie Church should be allowed to teach publicly, as on the radic, things
that are contrary to the teachings of many cther religious groups? For example,
should they be allowed to teach publicly thet it is always 2 ein te prectice
artificial birth control, or should they not be eallowed to do this? Or should
they be allowed to teach that it is not wrong to dance, play cerds, or ever to

drink moderetely?

517p4a,

S——
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In the area of femily life and bonds of kinship, those who had received a
Catholic education were a little more likely to value ties with relatives more
than ties with friends than were those who had received & public education. He
aleo found that attendance at Catholic schools was correlated with a belief that
it is more important for children to lesrn to obey than to think for them-
selves.sz

There are meny times when lenski's analysis seems harsh, but in most cases
he le justified at least to the extent of basing his commenis on the informationL
he obtained on his questionnmire. However, comments such as the following are
not justified and seem to reveal a certain bitterness in his analysis, particu-
larly as he comments on Catholics. Lenski says: "We suspect that those with
Catholic educations postpone marriege longer than others, because of fear of
overly large families, and hence on the average have fewer years of married
life. However, by the time they reach the end of the child-bearing period, we
predict that they will have larger families than those with a public educatiorﬂfaH
It seems to this writer thet lenski has no basis whatever for the first sentence
in that quotation. His own study, on the contrary, points consistently to the
greater importauce attached to marriage and family life among Catholics which
would be particularly true of those with a Catholic education. If marriege is
viewed as & contract broken only by the death of one pariner, then the caution
in contracting such a marriege would posaibly result in later marriages than

is true of segments of society where marriage may be viewed differently.

521pid., pe 252.

531bid., p. 253.
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It is particularly gratifying to see a growing interest in the sociology
bi relig;on among Catholics, both lay and clerical. There appears to be & grow-
kng acceptance of the challenge Benson issued to all "religionists.” Refciring
bo the scientific study of religion in society by the soocial scientists, he said,
LIf relizionists do not approve of the structure taking shape, it seems more
hseful for them to take up the tools of scientific masons and shars in the con—
ptruction than to retreat and deny that the building exists."5h
Fichter, in his study of "The Marginal Catholic," groups Catholics into
four types: HNuclear, the most active participants and most faithful believers;
jiodal, normal "practicing" Catholics easily identifiable as parishioners;
jarginal, conforming to & bare, arbitrary minimum of the patterns expected in
bhe religious institution; and Dormant, Catholics who have "given up® Catholicism]
put have not joined another denomination. By using Mass attendance, reception of
bhe Sacraments, and Catholic education of the children ss a criteria, he found
bhat in the three white parishes of the southern city studied, there are 8pprox~
imately 11 per cent nuclear, 68 per cent modal, 21 per cent marginal Catholics.
He concludes that the marginal Cetholic is largely a product of institutional
inconsistency in the folkways and mores which have gradually accumulated in

Fecreation, economice, familial, and even politicel and educational institutionség

ShPurnell,H. Benson, Religion in Contemporary Culture: A Study of Religionf
hrough Social Science (New York, 1560), pe Le

55Joseph H. Fichter, S.J., "The Marginal Catholic: An Institutional
ppproach,” Social Forces, XXXII (December 1958), 170-172.
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Work by Schuyler substantiates this importance of the structural impact of
institutions upon individuals.56
Father Fichter is now working on the analysis of a survey of 2,216 Catholic
hadults; some attended publie high schools, others, Catholic high school. Accord-
ing to his comments in a recent article, the public echool products consistently
show up better than the Catholic school alumni in realization of the problems
facing the Church on the parish level, socizl alertness and interest in inter—
national affairs, lebor-management relations, civic and community organizations,
feultural? activities, and increased interest in religious issues during the
pest ten years. Fatiher Fichter commentis:
Perhaps the public school graduate feels cheated in not having had suffi-
cient religious training end had since been trying toc make up for it.
Perhaps the Cathulic school graduate had his religious curiosity satvisfied
and has not since been stimulated to teke & greater interest in religion.
Perhaps the content of the courses taught in the public school covers a
wider range of information and interest. FPerhaps the extra-~ocurriculer
activities of the student body have a more broadening effect. Perhaps
the background training and educational cutlook of the public school
teachers are more humane and social than those of the Catholic school
teachers. « « « Or « « o i8 the Catholic high school so precccupied with
preparing the student for the hereafter that it neglects or belitiles
the 'here'?57
In this article the grade school education of the respondents is not given.
It might be well to explore the type of grade school education combined with
high school education.

However, research done by Schindler on responses of 300 engaged couples

SéJoseph Be Schuyler, S.J., "Religious Behavior in Northern Parish: A
Study in MNotivating Values,® ACSE, XIX (June 1958), 143.

57Joseph M. Fichter, S.J., "Catholics and High School,” America, CVII
(Septeiﬂber 15' 1962)’ 719“’7210
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indicated that students who had all their education in Catholic schools scored
significantly higher in Catholic attitudes and values than did Catholics who
had received all their education in public school, or those who had attended
Catholic grade school and public high school.se

The responses of studente in two Catholic high schools in Chicezo were
studied for the presence or absence of moral adventence (reference to Catholic
moral principles) in their replies to & number of questions, particularly in the
area of racial prejudice. It was found that students of all-parochial grade
school educetion gave the morally acceptable replies on the race guestions more
frequently than did those with all public school or those who had both public
and parochiasl school background. However, students who reported both parents
Catholic, showed less moral advertence and higher prejudice than the children
of mixed marriages or marriages where neither parent was Catholic.59
A study of children in nine Catholic grade schools in New York on the
relation between the extent of association with Jewish children end the attitude
regarding them expressed by Catholic children showed the differences in attitude
to be highly significant between Catholic children having close personal rela-
tions with Jews and those having either limited personal or minimal relations
with them. "ixtent of association of Catholic children with Jews varied

inversely with the frequency of their unfavorable valuations of them . . .

paul T. Schindler, S.J., "An Evaluation of ¥Faciors Related to Attitudinal
Internalization of the Gstholicﬁ?alue System," Unpublished Mastert's Thesis
(loyola University, Chicago, 1962).

59sister Ignatius Staley, IBVM., "An Inquiry into the Absence of Moral
Advertence in a Sample of Cetholic High School Students with Specific Focus upon
hacial Prejudice,” Unpublished lester's Thesis (Loyols University, Chicago,
1962), pp. 130, W7,
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Children who had the most contact with Jews manifested a liking for all £roups.
while there was a preferencs for their own group, it was not exclusive of others
those who had no Jewish friends exhibited the most proncunced Vin-group'! atti-
tude."ﬁo The comments given by the students indicated very little application
of Catholic teaching regarding social relations; most of the responses reflected
an atiitude expressed in stersotypes frequently ascribed to Jews by non~Jews in
our aociety.

In this area of religious affiliation and prejudice against minority
groupe, Adorno says, "There seems to be no doubt that subjects who re ject organ-
ized religion are less prejudiced on the average than those who, in one way or
another, accept it.“sl But he also notes that the scores for all the large
denominations are close to the theoretical neutral point. Adorno found no
significant difference between Catholics and Protestants on his study of ethno-
centrism, toth were low. Howsver, "when the religious affiliation of the sube-
Ject is considered in relation to that of his parents it appears that ethnoe
centrism tends to be more pronounced in subjects whose parents presented & wni-
fied religious front than in cases where the religious influence of the parents
was inconsistent, partial, or nonexittent.“62 This finding agrees with lLenski's
study that the religious subcommunity hes a higher relationship with poor group

images than does membership in the Church as a formal nssociation.63

603ister Jeannine Gruesser, 0.5.F., Categorical Valuations of Jews Among
[Catholic Parochial School Children (Washington, 1960), pp.13, 143-144.

élTheodore Adornc, Else Frenkel-Brunswick, Deniel J. Levinson, and R, ievitt
Sanford, The Authoritarian Personality (New York, 1950), p. 209.

621pid,, pp. 210, 220, 221.
63Lenski, PPe 66-67.
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Denny challenges the Catholic "ethic® of beirg "in™ but not "of" this
world. He believes that "The image of the Catholic as a low achiever in intel-
lectual activities is apparently changing." He studied third and fourth gen-
eration children who were Catholica aend atiended weekly Hass. "Their parents
are better educated than were parents described in earlier studies; and pre-
sumably, as residents of cities which share & major siate university, they have
& higher cultural level than did the parents of Catholic students investigated
in previous studies."64 Denny asked, "Do Catholic students and non-Catholio
students attending the same public high schools differ significantly in their
scademie achievement? He found that they definitely did not, which draws
attention again to the findings of other studies which offered the generaliza-
tion that intellectual accomplishmenta of Catholice are necessarily low because
they are committed to an "other world ethic,"69

Novicky, in an attitude study of fraternsl charity with Catholic students
attending Catholic schools and Catholic students attending public schools, found}
that puplls attending parochial schools excelled their nonparochial peers on
each grade level studied, fifth, seventh, ninth, and twelfth grades. He did
note, however, that the parochial school boy, "while always demonstrating a
superiority in attitude scores over the nonparochial school boy, neveriheless,

showed a slight decline, similar to that manifested by the nonparochial school

54Terry Denny, "Achievement of Cathelic Students in Public High Schools,"
Part I, The Catholic Educational Review, LX (March 1962), 148.

65penny, Part II (October 1962), 463.
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boys, at the ninth grade level." He also noted that pupiles of the upper socio-
economic level tended to score higher than those of the lower 1&?@13.66

Ganmon explored religious influences as a form of social control in the
values and behavior of a group of 75 delinquents in Chicago. He foundi: "“The
large majority of relationships tested in this study have led to the conelusion
that while external religious conformity and reported religious attitudes are
consistent with Catholic beliefs and expectations, the internal religious com-
mitment is weak, ineifectual, and so exerts little significant influence on the
values the delinquents live by and the behavior they report." He notes that
this inconsistency between religious values and behavior did not appear as in-
consistent to the delinquent. The questions seemed neatly compartmentaligzed to
the delinquent--Catholic values being presented on attitude questions, but
delinquent values applying in action pattern question5.67

Greeley's moat recent contribution to the queation of the place of Catholics
in American life is very interesting, He suggests that the image of the Catho-
lic as anti-intellectual, and economically handicapped by “an other-world
perspective" has to be reevaluated because there has been & drastic social
[change in the last decade and a half, He believes this change "might be the
fresult of a transitional process which is accompanying the later stages of the

pcculturation processes of the Catholic immigrant groups."” These findings are

S6reverend William N. Novicky, "A Study of the Attitudes of Fraternal
Charity in Catholic Children Differing in Tducationa) Background,” Tnpublished
poctoral Dissertation (Fordham University, New York, 1959).

67Gannon, P, 99-102,




30.
presented in the preliminary report of a recent NORC study which found no con-
firmation for Lenski's adaptation of the Protestant Ethic theory.%®

Theoretical Considerations. Socialization is "the process of developing a

personalitys it refers to the way thai people learn the habits, attitudes,
social roles, self-conceptions, group norms, and universes of discourse that
enable them to interact with other people in their society."®? social scien-
tists have emphasized that the family plays the fundamental role in this dise
gemination of knowledge. The second institutional structure which has a defi-
nite impact upon the child is the educational system to which he is exposed.
The general educational aims of the public and parochial achools coincide on
rany pointsj still the Catholic school system retains a strong awareness of its
teaching commission which involves the preservation, interpretation, and dis-
senination of the truths and duties binding man to God. But the school system

is not the only source of education and socialization of the child; for he is

exposed more directly and intensely tc¢ primary groups outside the school., Thes
are often the reference groups "whose values and points of view sexrve as a soc;]
frame of reference (or world-outlook) for a particular parson."?c No one will
deny that a child is educated by everything he sees and hears; his family,
friends, books, magazines, TV, movies--all have & part in forming his person-

ality and his attitudes toward religion and the other basic institutional

68)ndrew M. Greeley, “Anti-Intellectualism in Catholic Colleges," ACSR,
¥XII1 (Winter 1962), 365-368.

6939hn T. Zadrozny, Dictionary of Social Science (Washington, 1959), p. 32

70Ibid¢, P 280.
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structures of our society.

The social class structure in which the child moves has often been demon~
strated to have & direct impact upon his personality. In fact, this was con-
sidered the dominant factor by many important authorities in the field of sociall
ization of the child. As recently as 1954, Bossard indicates no reference to
religion, religious training, or information sbout religious affiliation in his
index, while class is dealt with in at least fifteen referencea.71

Sociel class is usually defined by, or associated with, many coordinating
factorss the occupational status of the father, his actual income, the amount
of education of the parents, the nationality, immigrant generation, number of
children in the family, ares in which he resides, recreational interests, and
civic participation.

lenski's study indicates that religious influences permeate in a very
subtle but forceful way the areas of economic activity, political orientation,
family life, educational attainment. He believes that this influence of reli-
gion 1s equal in importance to the more obvious faotor of social clase, and in
a number of areas he points out that this religiocus orientation puts Catholics
at a definite disadvantage in acquisitive American society. He distinguishes
between two basic types of religious commitmentss firet, the soclio-religious
Efmup which is subdivided into communal and associational involvement, Come

unal involvement was measured in terms of the degree to which the primary-type

[elations of an individual (i.e., friends, relatives) are limited to persons of
is own religious group; and associational involvement was measured by atten-

isnce at corporate worship services, Secondly, Lenski sought patterns of

TlJjames H.S. Bossard, The Sociology of Child Development (New York, 1954).
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religious orientation which trenscend socio-religious group lines. Under this
category the two to which he gives particulsr emphasis are doctrinal orthodoxy,
an orientation which stresses intellectusl assent to prescribed doctrines, and
devotionalism, which emphasizes the importance of private, or personal compun-
ion with God.72

Yet, in direct opposition to the cleavage between a "Catholic" and 'imeri.
can" way of life which Lenski observes and concludes is growing ever wider,
there are several very recent studies which would suggest that Catholics are
becoming more "Americen" and are becoming acculturated to the point where they
are indistinguishable in society. Neither prospect would yrobably appeal to
the majority of Catholic educators,

Limitations of the Study. As explained previously, the first and basic
limitation to this study is ite formj it ie e descriptive and not a causal
study. Secondly, the study is restricted by the immaturity of high school
sophomoresj their limited educational, economic, political, religious, and
sooial experience must be considered, Much of their owmn hidden potential is
untried and unknown to them at this age and not discernible by methode employed
in this study. Most l6-year-olds have been restricted within a limited social,
sud even geographic, erea. They have not been exposed to the competitive labor
market to any great degreej the influence of the family, the school, and the
peer group of long standing still forms the dominant structure of their daily
lives. They have had limited opportunity for real independent analysis and
Judgment of challenging social aituations. Even with this age group, however,

we have already lost those first "drojouts" from both school systems, as well

T21enski, pp. 21-23.
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s Catholic students who attend public school ana refuse %to attend religious
instructions, (or whose parents do not successfully "insist on" their attend-
Fnce).

Allport believes the child is socialized into the social system and accepts
nd takes for granted many religious beliefs and customs. However, it is during
E;he stress of puberty that serious reverses occur in the evolution of the
Ireligicus sentiment, at this period of development the youth is compelled to
transform his religious attitude--indeed all his attitudes from second-hand fit-

bings to firstehand fittings of his personality. « » « He can no longer let his

ents do his thinking for him. Although in some cases the transition is
luent and imperceptible, more often there is a period of rebellion."75 He goes
ponn 10 say that it has been estimated that two-thirds of all children go through
| period of reaction and rebellion against parental and cultural teachingj; the
podal age is estimated to be about 16 yeara.74
Another limitation to the study is the fact that in some cases even the
Focabulary of the written qusatibnnaira may cause difficulty for students who
pre poor readers., Three pre-~tests were made to clarify the questions, and the
revigions which were necessary will be explained in Chapter II.

In regard to the important variable, socisl class, diffioculty wes antici-

Eated in establishing this for the individual students, In the original pre-~

est it was found that most sophomores did not know the income of their parents,

13Gordon W. Allport, The Individual and His Religion (New York, 1950), p.28,

74“16.0’ Pe 32.
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and many of them did not have & clear concept of their father's occupation,
particularly if it was in & large organization., They often used generalized
expressions which were too vague to be of wvalue, These respondents will neces-
gsarily be eliminated from the study, and only two class categories will be used
1iddle and working cless. Lenski subdivided his respondents into upper~ and
lower-middle and upper- and lower-working class. This was possible because he
used income to further delineate class.

Students to be included in the study will represent the same general
vhysicel areas included in the Lenski study, the Detruit central city and out-
lying suburban, county, and township areas. However, no Catholic students
attending centralized Catholic high schools will be included. Only those stu-
dents who are attending Catholic parochial high schools will be considered be-
cause this group would have an available counterpart in the public schools. P
The parochial system does have weekly religior classea for those members of the
parish who are attending public high school., Since these religion classes
afforded a means for reaching a wide range of Catholic students attending public
gchools, this method was used, This, of course, is a strong limitation, for it
represents a Catholic group attending public school that is more “orthodox"™ than
the general Catholic public-school population,

Even within the parochial high school program, there ia a very drastioc

change taking place. In many of the areas of the central city, the parish high

l:::aols which have continued to operate have found that their parish population
dropped to such a degree that they are forced to accept students from other
parishes. In cone parish high school with which the writer ie femiliar, there

*re students from 49 parishes represented in & high school which has less than
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500 students. Of cowrse, this is not & homogeneous situation and poses the
provlem of including these schools for a tetter picture of the universe being
sampled, or excluding these schools because of the lack of a truly éompsrable
groups Twenty pupils residing in the parish out of a class of approximately
120 students, is not going to give any kind of representative picture of the
Catholics in public school as compared with those in a Catholic school in that
arcée For this reason it was decided to include in the study only those paro-
chial high schools whieh have a student population of more than 50 per cent
from their own parish and to eliminate all students who did not reside within
the parish.

Another limitation to the study was the actual administration of the
questionnaire and the response of the students. The questiomnaire was anonymous
but administered by the homeroom temchers in the case of the students in Cath-
olic school, and by the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine or Grail religion
teachers in the case of the public school students. The directions for admine
istration of the questiomnaire stressed the detachment which the teacher should
have, especially in caseas where the student may ask for help in interpreting or
understanding a particular question. The instructions to the teacher, to the
pupil, and the comstruction of the actual question format was deliberately or-
ganiged to convey the idea of a non-denominational, secular survey. Even though
the students were guaranteed that their honest responses are sought and will be
respgcted no matter how deviant they are, there is danger of bias, just as there
would be iﬁ any questionnaire or interview methods The fact that the reader is
warned to conseider that this bias may exist, is all this researcher can do after

conscious and sincere precautions have been taken to avoid it. A ocopy of the
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directions for adminiastration and the directions to the student are included
with the questionnaire in Appendix II,

Hypotheses. By the administration of a written questionnaire, it is the
purpose of this study to examine some characteristics (background, attitudes,
practices) of high school sophomores who are Catholic and have had their educa-
tion from grades 3 to 10 in the Catholic school system or in the public school
system. What do Catholic teenagers with a public school or Catholic education
believe, and how do they claim they will act when faced with economic, soncial,
and political forces in their daily lives? Is religion a major factor in the
social, economic, political, and family life of Catholic teenagers, or are
social class and nationality background a better indices of a Catholic's basic
value eystem at this age?

Studies and surveys often presume a general teen culture as is illustrated
by the Purdue Opinion Polle or the Institute of Student Upinion, If there is
a breakdown on many of these teen~-age responses, it is regional, or by grade,
or by broad religious affiliations, and these breakdowns usually differ only
2 few percentage points from the mean average., This general categorizing
produces impressive tables but leaves the reader with the questions How can
adulte be so diversified in opinions in relation to social class and religious
background, while this diversity does not show up in teenage responses?

It would seem reasonable to expect that there will be significant differ-
ences in the background, opinions, values, ettitudes, and action patterns of
[Catholic students who have attended either school systen for most of their
|scholastic years; for example, the greater the degree of Catholie education,

the greater the degree of conformity (at least, verbal conformity) to Catholic
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principles.
However, since so much of the literature over the past 20 years had con-
ceatrated upon social class differentials of home enviromwent and peer group,
end since the home environment and peer group are known to have such a strong

influence in the socialigation of the child, the first hypothesis will be

stated as followss The responses of these siudents will differ more in rela-
tion to their socio=economic background than they will according to the type
of education., Children of the same social class but of different religious
education will hold values more nearly alike than children of the same relig-
ious education and different social class.

The writer would also expect to find, secondly, that: Differences in
responses are related more to ethnic background than to type of education of
the student.

because of the emphasie being placed upon the gqueation of religious educa=
tion ia the socialization process of the atudents in this study, it may prove
of value to examine the type of education (public or parochiml) of the parents
to see if any patterns emerge. The third hypothesis is, therefore: Differ-
ences in responses are related more to type of education of the parents than
to present type of education of the studenis.

Pourthlys Differences are related more o amount of education of the

parents than to present type of education of the students,




CHAPTER I
THE HETHOD

The Universe and Sampling Technique. The Catholic educational program in

America is the largest private school system in the world., However, it is vexry
difficult to get an accurate over-all picture of the grade school and high achxﬂ
students in America who are Catholics. Bishop Greco, chairman of the Episcopal
Committee of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine in the United States, gave
the following disturbing estimates to those who are interested in the religious

education of Catholic youth in America:

Religious education provided today in the Catholic schools of the United
States does not affect that great majority of Catholic children and youths
who attend public schools. They account for some 55% of all Catholic
children of elementary school age and about 80% of all Catholiec high school
students. This proportion of Catholics in the public schools had remained
until very recently substantislly unchanged for the past half-century, be-
cause new Catholic schools and new additions to existing buildings have
managed to absorb the growth in numbers of Catholic pupils. Taking the
statistics of 1960, 4,275,125 elementary school children and 843,411 high
school youths are enrolled in Catholic institutions. But according to
available figures, five million Catholic children attend public elementary
schools and nearly three million Catholic boys and girls attend public high
schools. Of this total of eight million, approximately three and three-
quarters million Catholic pupils receive formal religious instruction in
the schools of religion operated by the Confraternity of Christian Doetrine.
This leaves an alarmingly high number of our Catholics of school age who
are yet to be reached either by the Catholic schools or by the Confrater-
nity. (3,511,022), These figures are based on the principle that 20% of
the nation's public school children (36,305,104) are Catholics. Granted
that some four million Catholic public echool pupils are cared for by the
CCD, this leaves the figures quoted above of Catholic children and youth
who are without formal religious education, 79

15Most Rev, Charles P. Greco, “CCD...Key to Future of Church in America,"
Our Sunday Visitor (Huntington, Indiana), September 16, 1962, p.l.
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In Detroit, the percentages of Catholic students of high school age receivs
ing a Catholic education are higher than the national average. A pgrtial expla-
nation is the fact that most northeastern cities in the United States tend to
have larger and more established Catholic populations than other sections of the
country. A roughly estimated 40 to 50 per cent of the Catholic students in the
Detroit Archdiocese attend public grade and high schools. Knowledgeable people
expect that this percentage of Catholic students in public school will continue
to increase in the future as it has increased recently.

lenski found that 35 per cent of the Catholics in his study had received
more than half of their education in Catholic schools and 65 per cent had receiv
ed half or less in Catholic achools.76 However, when he classified these Cathe
olice according to age groups, he found that 39 per cent of the young adults
reported & predominantly Catholic education, His percentages do not coincide
with the Catholic eastimates available, GSeveral reasons can be given for this.
First, he is not checking high achool education, but rather, "more than half, on
half and less than half" of the individual®s education in a Catholic schoocl. The
more education a Catholic receives, the less will be his probability of continud
ing in a Catholic school as Catholic schools are concentrated at the elementary
level. BSecondly, Lenski is including converts in his groupj they would usually
have received little formal Catholic education. He also included in his Cath-
olic group anyone whe called himself a Catholic. Since Lenski's stated purpose

was to "discover the impact of religicn on secular institutions,"77 it is

Télenski, p. 240,

771bidop Pe 1.
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questionable if dormant members of any religious group could or should be ine
cluded. If such people have a merely verbal identification with a religious
groupy the impact they bring to any study of this type is likely to be strong.
kather, they would be likely subjectes for an inverse study of the impact of
secular institutions upon religious beliefs.

In the Detroit and suburban area there are 83 Catholic high schools., Of
this number, 21 are private Catholic high schools which are not affiliated with
& parishj ten of these accept boys only, and eleven are private girle?' schools,
None of these 21 private schools was used. The only schools considered for the
study were those which were affiliated with a Catholic parish in order that
there would be a comparable Catholic school and public school group., Unly par-
ishes within the area defined by Lenski7a were used; this erea included 55 par.
ishes which had a parochial high schocl. These Catholic high schools have a
student population ranging from 116 to 875 students, a total of almost 20,000
students in grades 9-12,

In order to study a possible contrast of Catholic 15~and l6-year old stu-
dents living in the same neighborhood, it was decided to carry on & study that
would offer & basis of comparison (and of possible contrast) of those attending
their local Catholic high school &t the sophomore level and those attending the
public high school. At the same time, to assure some genuine identification of
religious involvement of these Catholic students attending public schools, it
was decided to select them on the basis of their being enrolled and attending
the religious instruction classes given in their parish.

During the sumnmer of 1962 a letter was written to the Superintendent of

T81bid., pp. TO-T1.
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Schools of the Archdiocese of Detroit requesiing his approval of a study of high
school sophomores. This permission was most encowragingly given, and an inter-
view with the Director of Confraternity of Christian Doctrine gave further ine
sights into the problems still to be considered. “he chief difficulty arose
from the fact that many of these schools are in changing neighborhoods and "im-
port" students from other areas of the city. Conseguently, the high-school
enrollment in guite a number of the parochial high schools does not reflect the
social or economic climate of the neighborhood and would not be comparable with
the public high school students of the area, Six parishes were eliminated from
the study because of this, and it was found later that another parish had to be
eliminated after the questionnaires were returned because of this luck of a
comparable group.
A random selection of 14 parishes {rom the remaining 49 was made. A letter
was writien to the pastor of each of these 14 parishes requesting permission to
conduct & teenage study within the parochial high school and in the CCD group.
|The response was as {ollows: 11 affirmative, 1 negative, 2 dié not reply.
Lventually, because of several problems which arose, the group was brought down
to 8 parishes. 4s mentioned above, the responses in one parish indicated that
there were no students who could be matched for the study., Only 6 sophomore CCD
[students were present for the administration of the questionnaire, and of these
[six, there wes none who met both the criteria of both parents living at home,
jand education of the student in one achool system from grades 3 to 10, ‘There-
fore, none of the 31 responses received from the parochial schocl in this parish
[Fas used either. In two cases the returned questionnaires were not within

keasonable propertion to the number of questionnaires which had been sent; for
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example, 50 forms were requested, and only 30 returned., In one case it was the
CCL group responses which were inadequate, in the other it was the Catholic
high school retwurns which were poor, In summary, this gave the writer very
positive cooperation from 11 pastors out of 14, from 10 CCD Directors out of 11,
and from 10 Catholic high school principals out of 11.

I¥ is of interest to note that when the 8 parishes actually used for the
study were marked off on a map of the metropolitan area no parish was closer
than 5 miles from any other parish included in the study. The one area not
represented is the southern suburbs; there are seven parochial high schools in
that area bui none happened to be used in the sample drawn. According to Lenski,
the southern suburbs are one of the two areas of the city where Catholics are

” however, so this unintentional exclusion eliminates one

in the majority,
group which may possibly be reinforced in its value system within the local
geographical area. The Catholic students in public school would probably tend
to be more like the parochial school students if the neighborhood, work group,
and family structure are all unified to some extent by 8 common religious
orientation. This must be stated as conjecture.

After the responses had been received from the rastors granting permission
for the survey, a letter of explanation was written to esch high school princi-
pal and each CCD director in these parishes in October, 1962, Each principal
was asked to estimate the number of questionnaires needed for one sophomore

homercom. ‘The only important factor which the principal was asked to consider

was that the group should be mixed in ability, that is, not all above-average

91bide, p. T1.
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or 21l below-average students. It was explained that the questionnaire would

take between 30 and 45 minutes to complete so a full class reriod was necessary
for its administration,

In the CCD classes the estimates for attendance at any one class period
could not be a3 definite as those of the parochial school since the public high
school students are scheduled to attend religion classes after their regular
school day or on Saturday. In some cases, t00, the number of students in any
lore grade may not be sufficient for & full class. It is sometimes necessary
to combine a 9th and 1lO0th, or a 10th and 1llth grade group. The CCH director
[7as asked to arrange for the administration of the questiounaire to the sopho-
Fﬂre boys and girls who attend public school. If the sophomore CCD classes
here combined with other grades, 9th or 1llth, for example, enough questionnaires
[sere sent for the entire class or classes. These 9Yth and 1lth grade students!
fresponses were not used in the study., However, it was felt that a better class-
jpoom atmosphere would be achieved by letting all of the students fake the aure
vey than by causing confusion and divisiom by having one group completing a
pritten questionnaire while another zroup studied or continued with class digw
pussion,

It should be mentioned here that sophomores were chosen for the stuwdy be-
panse this age group is quite regular in attendance at CCD classes. By the time
bhe public school Catholics have reached the 11th and 12th grades, their
httendance record drops rather sharply at CCD classes. Many factors contribute
Fo this drop in atiendance; afier-school joba, participation in their own high

pchool activities, and of course, lack of interest, or a belief that they "know

rll they need to know" about their reli:ion.




44.

In summary, them, the method used in matching Catholic sophomores in paro-
chial school and Catholic sophomores from the same residential area who attend
public school and a CCD or Grail program was as follows. There were 465 re-
sponses received from the eight parishes, 167 from the CCD classes, 298 from thel
parochial high schools. From this total, 54 CCD and 69 parochial high students
were eliminated because of “mixed education," that is, they had not attended
the same type of school from grades 3 to 10B. Of the remaining group, a total
of 46 students did not report that they were living with both parents. Fifty-
one of the parochial school students were removed from the study becauss they
reported that they did not reside in the parish., A few returns were not used
because the students replied that they were not in grade 10, not within the
15-16 year-old age group, or had incomplete forms. Although there were some
questionnaires returned by Negro students, none was able to be uied in the final
matchingy this was often because of inconsistent patterns in the type of school
attended by the student,
Then the remaining responses were matched as far as possible according to:
social class as determined by the father's occupation, and by sex. There are
26 students in the middle class in each school system and 38 students in the
working class in each school system. There are 64 boys and 64 girls represent-
ing each school system.
The final 64 matched pairs represent the eight parishes as follows:
Parish B, 9 students in each school system; Parish Cy 2 students in eachj
Parish E, 2 students in each school system; Parish F, 7 students in eachj

" G’ 6 ] " " L] " ; L) H’IS " "t #t 5
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Total Students in the Study - 128
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The directions to the studenta on the cover page of the questionnaire
stressed that there were no right or wrong answers and that the questionnaire
was entirely enonymous. The students were also told that the teacher was not
going to use the responses, but that they were being used in a study deing done
in a university in another city.

With respect to the attitude of the students, it is obvious that most of
them took the survey quite seriously. Even though it had seven pages of
questions and one page of directions, most students completed all of it, and
their comments and explanations throughout indicated that they felt that it was
worth while. Many of them took the time to note briefly their reasons for
answering certain questions which only required a “yes" or "no" response, even
though no explanation was specifically requested. Some added items to the
categories when they did not feel that those offered on the form adequately ex-
pressed their individual opinion or response.

The teachers who administered the questionnaire were given apecific ine
structions to insure objectivit& and clarity to the study. The directions
stressed:

1, There are no "right" or “wrong" answers.

2. (Oreat caution should be exercised in explaining any question on the
survey. A question might be clarified for a student, but any inference as to
what would be a "good”" answer should be carefully avoided.

3+ 1If the students want to explain an answer, encourage them to "write
it in.*

4. If the child is not living with his original parents, he should answer

the questions as referring to the "parents" he is living with at the present




46.
tine.

5. T%eachers should not show an interest in the personal answers of the
students., This might cause students to put down an "approved" answer, rather
than their own sincere opinions,

6. Teachers were asked to list those questions, phrases, or terms which
gsecmed to be troublesome to the students. They were also asked to comment in
general about the reactions of the students to the survey. (A copy of the
directions to the teachers is in Appendix II.)

The questionnaires were mailed to the teachers and a stamped, self-addressed
return envelope was included, The forms were returned in most cases within one
veek from the time they were mailed to the parishes (Thanksziving weakend, 1962,
Since Christmas mail was at a peak at that time, several packages were broken
end lost in the mail, but returns even on these broken packages were good,

No return address was typed on the envelopes which were to be used to re-
turn the questionnaires., This was done to assure the schools and CCD teachers
of anonymity. In almost every case, however, the returned envelopes had a
written return address on them or the signature of the teacher on the form they
were asked to complete, This frankness and cooperation has, in general, been
encountered consistently throughout the study.

The comments and notes of the teachers indicated several facts which had
been of concern to this writer.

1. The questionnaire was not overly long and $iring for the sophomore
group. 2. The vocabulary and questions in general were at & level which
#tudents of this age group could understand. Later, in discussing the various

questions used, those which did give trouble will be noted., 3. The students
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were "serious and seemed very determined to reply well." Another teacher com-
mented, "My students took the test quite seriously and scemed very complimented
on being asked %o voice their opinions." The number of completed forms and the
corments of the students on the forms verify these statements of the teachers.

Three distinct pre-tests had been run to verify the vocabulary level, the
concepts conveyed by the question, and ihe relevance of the questions to this
age group, Usually, the questions which were ambiguous could be detected by
the students' written comments which either attempted to limit or clarify their
response. In several instances it was possible for this writer to actually ad-
minister the test to some groups so the questions asked by the students and
their group behavior was noted, and the directions to the teachers and to the
students were made more specific,

The guestionnaire. The questionnaire was planned to obtain data in four
areas roughly parallel to those explored by Lenskij the socio-religious group,
economics, politics, and family life.

The actual wording of the questions developed in four ways. Firsi, verba-
tim use of Dr. Lenski's verbal survey questions when practical. Second, only
slight reviaion of Lenski's questions to make them applicable to this younger
group; that is, more simplified vocabulary, but siill seeking the same infore
mation with the same basic tool. Thirdly, revision of gquestions {rom the Lenski
study because he admittedly found his tool unwieldy or because this writer had
reason to doubt the efficacy of a gquestion after several pre-tesis of the
questionnaire. In other words, the revision seeks to find the same information
Lenski sought, but the question was sharpened or clarified in some important

and specific way. Laatly, there were questions not asked on the lenski study
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put considered of interest or value to this study for clarification of concepts,
or of particular relevance to this group being studied. These questions ofwen
arcse from the curiosity, experience, or impressions of this writer and it ia
hoped they may contribute to the understanding of this group. The questions
used, and a notation as to the source of the queation is given in Appendix II.

Factual data were sought on the students' family group, family mobility,
nationality, generation in Americe, amount aud type of education of the parents,|
social class by occupation, the past and present religious affiliation of the
parents, and the parenis' religious commitment by attendance at religious
services. This information was obtained by questions 2, 28, 3, 5, 5a, 5b, 6,
6ay, 7y 19, 19a, 20, 208, 22, and 23, Questions 1, 2a, 4, 7, 18 and 45 were
used to equate the matched pairs of this study. Only those students who were
living with voth mother and father (question 2a) were included for two reasons:
first, these families with both parents present would serve as a constant face
tor in the analyses; secondly, these students would presumably be enrolled in
the parochial school or public school because this was the ultimate desire of
their parents, rather than being enrolled in the public school because of
serious financial strain in the home due to the absence of one parent.

The ethnic origin of the students in this study was determined by the
same question used by Lenski. "What is the original nationality of yowr family
on your father's side?™

In his study, Lenski determined the sovcial class of the respondents by
neans of the income reported and the occupation of the family head. In the
first pre-test it was found that very few of the students replied to the

questiion about the income of their fathers. Therefore, Leuski's occupation
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scale was used to determine social classj but, because of lack of refinement
possible here, we will use only two categories for social class,middle and
working class. Lenski subdivided each of these into upper and lower according
to income. "“AS we are using the term here and elsewhere throughout this study,
the term 'middle class' refers to professional men, proprietors, managers,
officials, clerks, and salesmen and their families. The ternm tworking class'
refers %o foremen, manual workers, and service workers and their families."ao
It was found that some students had a great deal of difficulty trying to
explain the occupation of their fathers. They have & vague title for his
occupation, such as "supervisor," but cannot explain clearly just what job is
done. Several students stated simply, "I don't kmow," when asked to explain
the parent's particular job., It was necessary to consider these questionnaires
as incomplete because this question was 80 basic to the study being done.

Throughout the questionnaire an attempt was made to present this as an
impartial survey. The idea was conveyed by the title "Detroit Teenage Survey™s
by avoiding the word "Catholic" in questions 4, 6, 33, 34, 44, 45; by using
question 18; by the allw-inclusive wording of questions 21, 22, 23; by adding
“if ever" to question 27. Lenski simply asked "How often do you pray?" which
is almost suggestive of a positive answer. Question 36 was deliberately in-
cluded to imply neutrality in the section of questions on intergroup images,
[questions 35, 36, 37, and 38.

Emphasis on the page of student direciions and throughout the questionnaire

80Ibid, s £1. PPe T3-T4s
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{(see questions 12 and 47, for example) was given to the concept of “teenager"
to put the student within a permissive atmosphere of day-by-day life context
rether than in an "ought-to-do" or catechetical sura. Of course, the question-
pnaire was administered in a religious setiing to both groups, but every effort
was made to minimize this atmosphere on the survey by the directions anﬁ
questions asked,

Investigation of the socio-religious group cormitment in general followed

Lenski's pettern. Communal involvement wes measured in terms of the degree %o

which the primary-type relations of an individual (i.e., his relations with
friends and relatives) are limited to persons of his own religious group.
jenski used three guestions to determine this relationship: (a) the religious
preference of the respondent's spouse, (v) the proportion of relatives who were
of the same faith, (¢) the proportion of close friends who were of the same
faith. From this information he divided his respondents according to these
eriteria: those who were married to someone of the same socio-religious group,
and who also reported that all or nearly all of their close friends and rela-
tives were of the same group were classified as stirong in communal involvement
the remainder of the population were classified as weak in communal involve-
ment.

Since this study involves only unmarried teenagers, we will establish
strong comaunal involvement on the basis of a response of "Catholic™ to the
gquestion about the religious preference of the child and both of his parents,

end upon a response that all or nearly all of his close friends and relatives

all'bid., Pe 224
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are Catholic,

In the Detroit Area Study, associational involvement was based upon an

individual's frequency of attendance at corporate worship services. Active in-
volvement included attendance at worship services every week, plus those who
attended services two to three times a month and also some church-related group
at least once a month. All other respondents were categorized as "marginal
members® of the g:roup.82

For this study, associational involvement will be restricted to include
only those family groups, that is, mother, father and sophomore, who all attend
religious services at least once a week or oftener during the summer months.
©he purpose here in the reference to the season is to eliminate any bias in
favor of students who attend Catholic high school and have far greater oppor-
tunity to attend weekday Mass. Summer attendance would involve equal sacrifice
on the part of students from either school. Also, anyone who claims membership
in the Catholic Church and does not attend religious services weekly could not
be termed “strong" in associational involvement. It should be noted, therefore,
that associational involvement in this study is more restricted than that of
Lenski in two ways, Mase attendance must be weekly, and must include not only
the respondent but both parents as well.

In Lenski's study, doctrinal orthodoxy is based upon a positive "yes"

answer to all seven basic Judaic-Christian questions on the nature of God and

man's relation to Him, This is an orientation which stresses intellectual

azIbid.c’ P 21,
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sssent to prescribed doctrines., Those who deviated from these intellectual
norms 0 a greater or lesser degree were categorized as doctrinally heterodox.
The questions were:

&« Do you believe there is a God, or not?

b. Do you think God is like a Heavenly Father who watches over you, or do
you have some other belief?

¢» Do you believe that God answers people's prayers, or not?

de Do you believe in s life after death, or not: if so, do you also
believe that in the next life some people will be punished and others
rewarded by God, or not?

eé. Do you believe that, when they are able, God expects people to
worship Him in their churches and synagogues every week, or not?

f. Do you believe that Jesus was God's only Son sent into the world by
God to save sinful men, or do you believe that he was simply a very
good man and teacher, or do you have some other belief?

Although the questions appear quite simple, pre-tests unexpectedly indi-
cated that questions "c" and "d" are not clear. Comments written in by the
students on the guestionnaire showed that many of the students believed that
God hears our prayers but that He does not always answer them directly as we
asked Him to do. Rather, He considers the welfare of the individusal and re-
sponds in Hig own way. Therefore, studenis who replied "no" to question "C"
would be considered unorthodox by Lenski, but their reply is within the ortho-
doxy of Catholic teaching, It is probable that when the question was used in
an oral interview schedule this qualified response would be discovered if the
interviewers were alerted to watch for it. In this study we have revised the
question to read, "Do you believe that God listens to people's prayers?"

The first part of question "d" brought & response of "no" from a number of

the etudents on the pre~tests. According to the directions on the interview




53.
schedule used in the Detroit Area Study, a negative reply would have terminated
this qmm‘cion.a3 However, on the written questionnaire used by the students,
most of them replied to the second half of the question by answering "yes."
gvidently the term "life after death" conveys a meaning of reincarnation te
some young Catholics. This would probably be true also of adulte with a sketchy]
education in comparative religion. This question was restated, "Do you believe
in a life after death, that is, heaven and hell?"54

Devotionalism is a religious orientation which values direct personal come

munication with God through prayer and meditation, and which seeks divine
direction in daily affairs. A high rating was received if (1) the person prayed
more than once a day, plus asking what God would have him do either often or
sometimes, or rated high if (2) the person prayed once a day, but often asked
what God would have him do.®?

The question asking how often the respondent prayed was revised and set in
the months of June, July, August, to again prevent bias in favor of the stu-
dents in Catholic school who begin class each day with prayer.

Other aspects of the socio-religious group were investigated also., Lenski
asked, "Do you feel that you have the right to question what your church
teaches, or not?" Responses on the pilot study indicated that students often

interpreted "question" to mean “to seek more information." Thus & response of

83Ivid., p. 348.

€ 1vid., p. 361. (This table tende to verify these conclusions. )

851bid., p. 52.
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"yes" to this question could indicate an active, intelligent Catholic or a
doubtful’member of the faith. Therefore, the question used for this study was
restated, "Do you feel that you have the right to disbelieve or doubt some
things which your church teaches as truth?' Lenski does not indicate his find-
ings on this question} perhaps he encountered this same protlem.

Images of other groups, Protestants, Jews, and especially Wegroes, are in-
vestigated by questions 14, 1l4a, 14b, 35, 37, 38. All of these questions were
asked by lenski with the exception of question 38 which he admits was an over-
pight on his owm stu&y.es

Questions 51, 52, 53, and 54 were added by this investigator with the hope
that e direct inquiry into the conscious amount of influence students think
their religious beliefs should have would be relevant to this study.

The second generalized area, economics, wes emphsgized in questions 8, 6a,
9, 10, 10a, 17, 17a, 42, 46, and 49. This section was designed to seek infore
mation on aspirations, ambitions, and ettitudes toward work. Lenski concluded
that Catholicism appears to be conducive to more positive attitudes toward the
lese demanding end less rewarding positions in society.87 He also checked on
the belief in the possibility of success and the subjective classification of
|social class of the respondent. In addition to the questions which were
|edapted from his study, 17 and 17a were included to inquire into the educational
[ambitions and present school adjustment of the students. Questions 46 and 46a

were intended as a check on the independence and entrepreneurial spirit which

861bid0, Pe 57.
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is, or is not, being fostered in these 15 and l6-year-old students.

The third institutionalized area which was investigated centers arcund
political, moral, and constitutional attitudes or beliefs. Questions 11, lla,
12, 13, 13a, 13b, 15, 15a, 15b, 40, 41, and 56 probed issues as varied as the
velfare state, freedom of speech, Sunday closings of business establishments,
foreign affairs, and the Americen system of government. In seeking attitudes
toward the welfare state, Lenski asked, "Some people say the government should
do more than it has in connection with problems such ag housing, education,
unemployment, and sc on. But others say the government is already doing too
much along these lines. On the whole, would you say that what the government
is doing now is toc much, about right, or nct enough?™ He found that in 1958
the inclusion of “education" confused rather than clarified the isaue.a8 8ince
this atudy was done in 1962, the word would undoubtedly still confuse the issuej]
i% was excluded from the question used in this study.

Questions 13 and 13b were taken directly from the Leneki study; but 13a,
the question of freedom of speech with regard to religion, wae radically re-
focused by the inclusion of one word. Lenski asked, "in your opinion, does the
right of free speech include the right for someone to make speeches against
religion? If the American way of life isy in part, based on a recognition of
& Supreme Being (and this is & question the courts of the country are now fac-
ing), then it is quite understandable that a 15 or l6-year-old would be confused
on this issue. Therefore, the question (15a) was revised to ask, "Do you think

that the right of free speech includes the right for someone to make speeches

581bid., p. 136.
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against your religion?" This question should also give some sharpened and new
insights to the judgment expressed Ly Leuski that "the further Catholics ad-
vence in their educational system the further they depart from the traditional
American norm," i.e., freedom of apeech.sg

Foreigh affairs was a topic of particularly great interest at the time this
swrvey was taken., The Cuban crisis had occurred just previous to the survey so
guestion 15 and l5a may reflect this general concern for our national welfare.
The inclusion of an additional guestion (15¢) on the Peace Corps should reveal
a teandency to “do something" personally about world affairs, or a complacency
with the status guo. This latter quesiion is not from the Detroit Area Study.

Questions 40, 40a, 41, and 56 deal wath moral standards on two of the five
issues studied by lenski. He guestioned letroit area residenis on gambling,
moderate drinking, birth control, divorce and Sunday business activity. In the
pre-tests, an attempt was made to include & question on birth control, but it
was obvious that, no matter how it was worded, there was a large minority of
the students who did not understand the issue involved. For this reason it was
omitted from the survey, a8 was the question about Protestant ministers teach-
ing that birth control is not & sin. If this had been a group of seniors rather
than sophomores, the question would very probably have been used.

The students were asked to judge the morality of divorce (41) and Sunday
business (40).90 Question 56 was inserted near the end of the questionnaire to

clarify the response on Sunday business (question 40).

89&1@0, Po 2510

01bide, pe 247
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Question 40a was included to check on the tendency to seek governmental

sanction for controversial moral norms,
It is in the area of family life that we must note the most imﬁortant clues
to the present situation and trends for the future. The functiocnal relationship
of family life to the larger scciety is a perennial theme in socisl science
literature. Sociologists and psychologists verify with increased frequency in
their studies the relationship of such social pheromena as Juvenlle delinquency,
crime, prejudice, and mental illness to family conditions.

The age in which we live, however, hes exerted coneideradls pressuzres upon
tne family. Mass production, with ite complex division of labor, has provided
materisl goods to many, but the husband-father must be aray from homs for most
of the day, and in some cases for deys or weeks at & time, Increasingly, the
vife-mother participates directly in contributing aconomic support to the family.
TV, sutomobile, and radio have tranaformed sttitudes and behavior of children
and young adulis,

Questions 16, 16a, 39, 50, 55, 55a, 57 were adapted from the Detroit Area
Study with 1little change in wording. Several of them pertain to child training
Practices and may be a reflection of the type of training the child is now re-
ceiving and the attitude the parents have taken in orienting the child for
future success in our modern competitive society. One gquestion deals with the
|[pords of kinship, another with personal drive for constructive or gself-indul gent
petivity, and 4o check on the tendency to defer to the opinions of othiers even

Af they are in direct opposition to the studentz' own beliefs or opiniens.gl

Ngerhard Lenski, "Caste, Class and Deference in the Research Interview,®
BJs, LXV (March 1960), 463-467.




58,
Questions 43, 44, 47, 45 were added by this suthor in an attempt to probe

hther areas of great interest to Catholic parents and Cathelic edusators, These
questions on family life examine such areas as the "best" age at which young

#eople today can expect to enter into 2 succesaful marriage, the type of educa-
tion Catholic students would give their children (public or parochial ), the type
bf reading material the students consult regularly (secular and religious), and
the perszon to whom the student would prefer to talk if he had & versonal problem

that worried him, This question, 48, was adapted from Allport and Gillesple's

Wstudy, Youth's Qutlook on the Future‘sz

Other Research Problems. After matching the students eocording to the pre-

vicusly stated criteris, the responsez were coded and then trarnsferred to Royal
VcBee Xeysort cards. Then responses were tallied acoording to the following
fsctors: parochisl or public school siudent; middle or working claesg northcrn_
and western Furopean or southern and eastern European nationality descent;
amount of education of the parents(both parents at least higzh school graduates
&3 compared with student in cases where both parents had not completed high
school); and, tyve of education of the parents (public or parochial)., These
last two sets of varisbles did not include the entire sample, but concentrated
on the polar  groups for the purpose of determining if differences do exist
between the groups.

Chaptar IYY will present the findines of this study according to socisl
class and tvpe of school attended by the students. The other variables which

appear to be significant will be considered in Chapter IV.

9200rdon W. Allport and James M, Gillespie, Youth's Outlook on the Future
(liew York: 195%).




CHAPTER III

THE FINDINGS ACCORDING TO SOCIAL CLASS AWD

TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTEHDED BY STUDENT

Description of the Socio-Religious Group. There were 64 males and 64

females distributed according to the pattern of social class and type of school
attended shown in Table I. Social clsss was established on the pattern used by
Lenski and explained in Chapter II.

There were 16 families in which one or more adults, other than the parents
and adult brothers and sisters, resided with the family. In most cases this
adult was a grandparent, Although the numbers are small, the responses on this
question according 1o social class differed more than according to type of
school attended.

The middle class parochial school child of this sample came from a family
with a mean number of children of 4.0; for the middle class public school child
attending CCD classes, the figure was 3.4. For the working clases group, the
respective figures were 4.6 and 3.2, It oan be seen that the mean number of
children varied more by type of school than by social class. The mean number of
children per family for all those in the sample was 3.8. All of these families
are at leasi half through the child-bearing period of marriage and it is safe
to presume that many families in this study will not increase in number,

In examining the questionnaires of those respondents who said they had

hever lived in another area or had lived in only one other area, residential

59.
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TABLE I. THE SAMPLE OF CATHOLIC SOPHOMORES FROM EIGHT PARISHES IN DETROIT, BY
SEX, SOCIAL CLASS, AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

i

K¥iddle Class _ ' Working Class
\ Totals
ex of Psrochial Publio Parochial Public
espondents School School School School ﬁ

No. | Per | Ko. | Per | No.| Per |No. | Per |No. | Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Male 13 | 50.0| 10 | 38.5| 19| 50.0 | 22 57.9 | 64 | 50.0
Female 13 | 50.0]| 16 | 61.5{ 19| 50.0 | 16 42.1 | 64 | 50,0

-

Total Students 26 |100.0| 26 {100.0| 38 |100.0 | 38 |100.0 |128 |100.0

“

mobility is considerably greater among the families whose child attends public
school, Howuv;r, over three-fourths of the students (76.5 per cent) in the
total study have lived in the same area or in only one other area during their
lifetime, In considering only those students who have never lived in another
area, the indicated stability of the parochial school students in Table 1I could
be either a cause or an effect. Those who are interested in keeping their
children in Catholic schools may move less often because they fear that their
children might not be accepted into another parochial school immediately, while
those who have moved for some reason were perhaps not accepted in a parochial
8chool because of a capacity enrollment. Although this ie not a cause-effect
study, more date will be examined later in the hope that it will throw light on

the supposition that most of the students in this study are attending the public

lffh°°1' 48 a matter of parental choice.
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TABLE II. RESID:NTIAL MOBILITY AS INDICATED BY NUMBER OF OTHER AREAS IN WHICH
STUDENT HAS LIVED, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Other areas in
which ¢hild has Parochial Public Parochial Public
lived School Sechool School School
e

No, Per | HNo. Per | Ko. Per | Ho. Per | No. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
None 16 | 61,5/ 10 3845] 22| 57.9| 14 | 36.8 | 62 48.4
ne 51 19.2 6| 25,1 81 2l.1| 17 | 44.7| 36 | 28.1
Two 3 1 11.5 21 11.5 3 ) 4 1 10,5 13 | 10.2
Three 2 7.7 4 15.4 3 7.9 1l 206 10 7¢8
Four or more 31 11.5% 2 53 2 53 7 5¢5
Totals 26 {99.9] 26 {100.0 38 1100.,1 | 38 | 99.9 |128 |100.0

The nationality-descent groups were divided in most cases by geographic
areas rather than by individual countries., Table III indicates that students
whose father's family background was eastern European (Poland, Russia, Hungary,

Yugoslavia) or western European (France, Belgium, Germany) constituted over

E:lf of those in the study. The Polish predominated in the first group and the
ench and German in the second group. The third largest grouping consisted of
those from the British Isles (meinly Irish, then English, Scotch, Welsh) and

the fourth group was the southern European (Italian). Those who identified

Tith & nationality group were fairly well distributed between the two school

E?stema, except for the eastern Europeans who seem to rrefer the parochial
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TABLE III. ORIGINAL NATIONALITY OF FATHERS BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL
ATTENDED
Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Nationality Parochial Public Parochisal Publie
of Fatheras School School School School
Lo, Per NO. Per Ho. Per No, Per No. Pexr
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
British Isles
England
Scotland
Wales
Weatern Europe
France
Germany 81! 30.8 6| 23.1] 13 | 34.2 71 18.4] 34 | 26.6
Belgium
kastern Ewrope
Poland
Hungary
Yugoslavia
Southern Europe
Italy 2 Te7 31 11.5 51 13.1 i 18.4] 17 | 13.3
Korthern Europe
Sweden 1 3.8 1 2.6 1 2.6 3 2.3
Finland
Other
Sy!‘il. 1l 5-8 1l 508 2 1.6
Lebanon
No Response, or
"America” 1 3.8 4 | 15.4 3 Te9 8 6.3
Totals 26 1100,0| 26 [100.0] 38 |100.0 38 | 99.9] 128 [100.0
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schools in the middle class and the public achools in the working class., West~
ern European Catholics were more likely to have their children in Catholic
schoola,'uhile the southern Europeans attended the public schools more often.

Of the eight students who did not identify with any nationality-descent
group and claimed "American" for their father's original nationality, seven were
enrolled in public echool. It ie quite possible that in the minds of some Cath-
olics, their religious and 0ld World nationality descent is a variable which has
yet to be separated in most studies done in the sociology of religion. Are
responses to various questions more a reflection of nationality background than
religion?

Almost three-fourths of the students were fourth generation Americans or
morej the remainder were second- and third-generation Americans. The four
second-generation students listed their father's nationality es Russian, Italian,
Irish, and English. Of the 30 students who were classified as third-generation
Americans, 14 were eastern European, 6 socuthern European, 4 western European,

2 Irish, 1 Canadian, 1 Swedish, 1 Syrian, and 1 lebanese. Fiftsen of these
second- and third-generation students were in parochial schools and 19 attended
publie schools. Within the group of 19 second- and third-generation Americans
in the public school, 12 were eastern European (of a total of 14 in that group)
and 5 southern European (of & total of 6 in that group). Table IV, page 64,
shows the immigrant generation of all the students in the study.

As for parents' education, over two-fifths of the fathers and one~third of
the mothers did not gradgate from high school. At the opposite exireme, 10.2
per cent of the fathers and 5.5 per cent of the mothers completed college. In

the over-all averages, the middle class parents with a child in public school
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had more education than did {their middle class parochial school counterparts.
in the working class, however, the opposite holds true<-ihe parochial school
parenta"average years of education exceeds that of the public school parents
(rable V, page 65).
TABLE IV. IMMIGRANT GENERATION OF STUDENTS BY CLASS AKD TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDID

m ——
¥iddle Class Working Class
Totals
Inmigrant Parochial Public Parochial Public
Generation of School School School School
Students
Yo, Per | No. Fer | No. Per | No. Per | No, Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent| - Cent
Second 1l 3.9 3 7.9 4 3.1
Third 41 15.4 4] 15.4 8 | 21,1 14 | 36.8{ 30 | 25.4

Pourth (or longer) 22| 84.6] 21| 80.8/ 27 | 71.0| 24 | 63.1| 94 73.5

Totsls 26 | 100,0{ 26| 100.1| 38 {100.0| 38 | 99.9| 128 |100.0

Table VI indicates that, in this group studied, if both parents were edu-
cated in Catholic schools, they usually sent their children to Catholic schools
and parents educated in public schools usually sent their children to the publio
schools. These statistics show a larger proportion of the parents educated in
public school do break this pattern, however, and enroll their child in Catholic
school. It would not be wise to generalize these patterns too readily, for the
entire group in this study is the more committed Catholic groupe. What about
the Catholics, educated in public or Catholic schools, who send their children

to public school and do not insist upon attendance at religion classes for
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PABLE V. AMOUNT OF EDUCATION OF PARENTS BY CLASS AUD TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

¥Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Amount of Parochial Public Parochial Public
Lducation School School School School
No. Per | Ho, Pexr | No. Per | No. Per | Ko, Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Fathers:
Grade school
6~7 years 1l 3.9 1 349 2 5¢3 4 | 10.5 8 6.3
8 yoears 1l 3.9 6 15.8 7 1804 14 11.0
High School
1«3 years 4 | 15.3 4 | 15.3] 10 | 26.,3| 14 | 36.8, 32 | 25,0
4 years 11 | 42.3 T | 27,0} 19 | 50,0 9| 23.7| 46 | 36.0
College
1-3 years 4 1505 6 23.1 2 5-3 12 9.4
4 years 2 | 7.7 4 | 15.3 6 | 4.7
Graduate work 3 | 11.5 4 | 15.3 7 5.5
Ko response 1 2.6 2 5¢3 3 2.3
Fathers' Mean
years of school (12.7) (13.8) (10.5) (9.9) (11.5)
Hothers:
Grade school
6«7 years 1 2.6 1 2.6 2 1.6
8 years 1l 3.9 4 | 10.5 9 | 23.71 14 | 11.0
High school
1.3 years 5 19.2 4 15-4 6 1508 11 29.0 26 20.5
4 years 16 |61.5] 13 [ 50,0 23 | 60.5| 14 | 36.8 66 | 51.6
College
1-3 years 4 |15.4 4 |15.4 2 7% 2 5.3 12 9.4
4 years 1 3.9 4 1504 1 2.6 1l 2.6 T 5.5
40 Response 1 2.6 1 8
i '
T ool (11.9) (12.6) (11.4) (10.5) (11.5)
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their children? How many children are in this category? The numbers of such
children cannot be smallj estimates run as high as one-fourth of the total high
school population who are Catholic. On this same table it should 5@ noted that#
when one parent was totally or partially educated in the Catholic school system
and the other in the public schools, the child is more likely to attend the
parochial school than the public school.

TASLE VI. TOTAL CATHOLIC OR PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION OF BOYH PARENTS COMPARED
WITH SOCIAL CLASS ARD TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTEWDED BY STUDENT

Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Type of school Parochial Public Parochial Public
Attended by 3chool School School - School
Parents
Ko, Per | No, Por | Ko, Per | KNo. Per | Ko, Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Both had all
Catholic school 71 27.0 2 T.7 71 18.4 1l 2.6, 17 | 13.3
education
Both had all
public school 51 19.2] 13| 50.0f 12| 31.6] 24| 63.1 54 | 42.2
education : '
Some education
in both school 14 | 538 11| 42.3| 17 | 44.7{ 11| 29.0| 53 | 41.4
systems
Ko response 2 53 2 53 4 3ol
Totalse 26 1100,0| 26 [100,0| 38 |100.0| 38| 100.0 128 {100.0

These trends in attendance at the two types of schools are likely to con-

tinue judging from the responses of the students to the question, "Assuming
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that you marry and have a family, would you probably decide to have your chil-
dren attend a public school or a religious school?" (See Table VII). The
question continued with an open-ended "Why?" Most students who chose a
"religious school" responded that they wanted their child to learn about God
and religion, or that they received a better education in a religious school,
or that the discipline was better. Students chose the public schools because
they felt that their children got a better education, that there were more and
better facilities, or that public schools were not as strict. A few commented
that Catholic schools are too expensive,

TABLE VII. CHOICE OF PUBLIC SCHUOL OR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FOR FUTURE CHILDREN OF
RESPONDENTS BY SOCIAL CLASS AKD TYPE OF SCHOOL

- o A———— e —
- s ——— —

¥iddle Class Working Class
Totals
Choice of school Parochial Public Parochial Public
for future 8chool 8chool School School
children
Yo. Per | Ko, Per | No, Per | Xo. Per | FKo. Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Public school 1l 3.9] 16| 61.5 25 | 65.8] 42 | 32.8

Religious school 25| 96.1 T 27.0( 37 | 97.3 91 23,7 78| 61.0
%o reaponse 31 11.5 1l 2.6 4 | 10.5 8 6.3

Totals 26| 100.0| 26 |100.0| 38 | 99.9| 38 [100.0| 128 |100.1

Table VIII indicates the religious affiliation of the parents and the Mass

attendance of the "Catholic" parents and sophomores. The most gignificant fac-
tor to appear on this table is the number of non-Catholic fathers for the group
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of middle class Catholic students attending public school. Almost one-fourth of

these fathers are non-Catholic. In all other categories the numbers of none
Catholics are less than one~-tenth, Kot all of these parents were reared in the
Catholic religion though. There were 17 fathers and 14 mothers who were con-
veris, Twice as many fathers who are converts send their offepring to public
school as parochial school, The reverse is true of the mothers who are converts
to the Catholic faith, as more of their children are attending Catholic schools.

TABLE VIII. RLLIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND MASS ATTENDANCE OF PARENTS AL CHILD BY
SOCIAL CLASS AKD TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Religious Parochial Public Parochial Public
affiliation School School School School

and
i'ass attendance

Ko. Per | Ko, Per | lo. Per | Ho. Per | No. Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Father:
Catholic ~
‘Weekly Mass 21| 80.8| 14 | 53.8| 31 | 81.5 21| 55.3 87 | 68,0
o ™ " 3 11.5 [ 2301 5 1501 14 56'8 28 21.8
kon-Catholic 2 Te7 6| 23.1 2 5¢3 3 7.9 13 | 10.2
liothers
Catholic , ‘ :
Veekly Mass 23| B8e4] 19| T3.1| 34 | 89.4] 29| 76.3 105 | 82.1
Ho ® W 2 TeT 51 19.2 4 | 10,5 8| 21l.1| 19 | 14.8
lion=Catholie 1 5.9 2 70 7 1l 2.6 4 3 1

Child:(All Caths)
Weekly Mass 25| 96,
3

o ® 1

119 | 93.0

o R
o
N
»
A ¥
e
o
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Total in each
category 26 26 38 38 128
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It should also be noted that Mass attendance of "Catholio" parents is much

lower for those who have children in the public schools. Of the group, 54.5 per
cent of the fathers attend weekly 'ass and 74.7 per cent of the "Catholic™"
Hmothera of the students attend weekly Mass., This breakdown brings into focus
the question of school or home influence as the predominant source of values of
children. It also indicates part of the basic problem which faces any teacher
in the Cathoiic school system and particularly any religion teacher working with
public school Catholice on an hour-a-week, after-school basis, When Table VIII
is considered, the fact that so many public achool students attend after-school
religion classes, even though this obviously is a source of conflict with their
ihome value system, is accentuated. This is particularly true for the large
jpunber of boys in this study who have inconsistent religious example to follow
from their fathers in meny cases. There are nine sophomores (7.0 per cent) who
Wadmit they do not attend Mass weekly. Six of these are in the public school
groups

There were 13 non-Catholic fathers in the study and four non-Catholic

E?thera¢ 0f this group, one father and one mother attend services weekly in

is or her church,

Assaciational and Communal Involvement. In the Detroit Area Study, Lenski

further subdivided his religious groups according to two types of personal in-
volvement--Associational and Communal. These two basic divisions were adapted
to the teenage group of this study. Associational involvement (weekly Mass
ﬂattendance) was expanded to include not only the student respondent but his
pexents also. To rate "high" for this category, the student must have responded

that both of his parents were Catholic and that both parents and the student
Eﬁtended liass weekly (Table IX, page 70). This definition of associmtional
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involvement is justified becau?e we are attempting to describe Catholic sophoe
mores not only from the perspective of the schools they attend but from any
other view which may show significant relationships. It is hoped that this
device will prove useful because it ocuts through social class and type of school
attended and really examines the attitudes and beliefs of the students from the

religious perspective of the family group in which he lives.

TABLE IX., ASSOCIATIONAL AND COMMUNAL INVOLVLM:NT OF FAMILY BY SOCIAL C1LiSS AND
TYPE OF BCHOOL ATTENDED

Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Associational Parochial Publiec Parochial Publie
and Communal School School School School
involvement of
student and his
family Ko. | Per | Ko. | Per | No. | Per | No. | Per | No. | Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Associational
High (a) 20 | 76.9 9| 34.6] 30| 78.9| 18| 47.4| 77 | 60.2
Low (b) 6 | 23,1 17| 65.4 8| 21,1 20| %2.6] 51.| 39.9
Cormunal
High (¢) 19 | 73.1 6| 23.1] 28| T73.6| 12| 31.6| 65 | 50.8
Low (d) T | 27.0] 20 | 7649 10 | 26.3| 26 | 68.4| 63 | 49.3
Total in each
Category 26 26 38 38 128

(a) #other, father, child are all Catholic and attend Mass weekly
(v) Mother, father, or child does not attend weekly Mass

(e) Both parents, and all or nearly all of students' relatives and
friends are Catholic

(d) All remaining students not in category "o"
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Communal involvement was classified as high if both parents were Catholic,
and all or nearly all of the student's relatives and friends were Catholic. It
is quite possible for a student to be highly involved in the Catholic Church by
an associational definition and not be communally involved to any great degree,
Un the other hand, it is also possible that there are people who call themaelveﬁ
Catholic, not because they are strongly committed to Catholic principles or
beliefs but'eimply because they were baptized as infeants and have grown up in a
sub-community which is strongly Catholic,.

As Table IX illustrates, over three-fourths of the students attending Caths
olic schools are living in a home where both the mother and father are Catholic
and, in addition, the mother, father, and student attend weekly Messj whereas
the public school students show far less associational involvement. This table
also indicates that almost the same proportion of these Catholic high school
students (not necessarily the same students) are also surrounded in their daily
lives by a majority of relatives and friends who are of the same religion. Of
course, the public school students would have less opportunity to be ranked high
in communal involvement quite naturally because of the great many non-Catholics
with whom they come in contact and with whom they often develop friendships.

Of the 77 students who are associationally high, 48 (62.3 per cent) are
also high in communal ratings and 29 (37.7 per cent) rated low in communal
evaluations. Of the 65 students who are communally high, 48 (73.0 per cent)
ere also associationally high and 17 (26.2 per cent) are low in associational
involvement., It appears, therefore, that associational and commmal involve-
ment are two variables of great significance in any studies done in this area

of religious sociology.
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The orthodoxy of the students was measured by questions 26, 26a, 26b, 28,

2G5ay 29 and 30. As expleined in Chapter II, this is the orientation which -
;treaaes’intelleetual assent to the prescribed doctrines of the Chuich (Pable X).
Among the eleven non-orthodox students, there is no pattern t0 their negative
resyonses. Lach one was classified as unorthodox for a diiferent reason, For
example, in response to question 26a, one girl replied that she did not think
God was like a Heavenly Father who watches over you because "Nothing works out
rizht." 4 boy, in response to question 26b, wrote "If you are not sure you like
God or not, how can you answer the question?®

Devotionalism, as used by Lenski, meant a religious orientation which
values direct personal communication with God through prayer and meditation and
secks divine direction in daily affairs (questions 27 and 31). Table X, page T5)
indicates that in the four groups studied neither social class or type of school
atiended seems to show a strong pattern of possible relationship.

Vhen the students were asked to list those magagines or newspapers they
read regularly, the middle class students from each school systen avers.,ed 3.6
secular magagines per student, Of the group of 26 parochial school students,
however, only 9 religious periodicals were listed, one for every three students
in the group. In the public school, middle class group, only one religious
beriodical was listed in the entire group of 26 students. The working class
parochial school students averaged 3.5 secular magazines; the publie school
students averaged 2.7 per student., Both groups of working class students
everaged slightly more religious magazines or newspapers than did their middle
class counterparts, but the increase was not rotable except in its theoretical

closeness to an absolute zero for religious reading matter.
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PABLE X, RELIGIOUS ORI:NTATIONS (ORTHODOXY AND DEVOTIONALISM) OF STUDENTS BY
SOCIAL CLASS AWD TYPL OF SCHOOL ATTEWLED

Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Orthodoxy and Parochial Public Parochial Public
Devotionalism School School School School
of students
Ko. | Per | Ho. | Per | No. | Per | Fo. | Per | No. | Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Doctrinal
Orthodoxy
Low (b) 2 TeT 32 ] 11.5 1l 2.6 51131 1 8.6
Devotionalism
High (c¢) 10| 38.5 71| 27.0] 12| 31.6] 14 | 36.8] 43 | 33.6
Total in each
category 26 26 38 38 128

(a) Affirmative response to seven basic Judaic-Christian questions on
the nature of God and men's relation to Him,

(b) rHegative response to at least one of these basic questions.

(¢) Person prayed more than once a day, plus asking what God would have
him do either often or sometimes, or prayed once a day, but often
asked what God would have him do.

(d) 411 remaining students not in category “c".

The students were asked to liat the organizations, clubs and activities in
connection with their church in which they were participating this year. The

middle class respondents differ by 50 per cent according to type of school

attended; but the most significant finding here is the fact that over sixty per
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cent of all these students do not belong to any activity in connection with
their church. Several of the public school students wrote, "There aren't any,"

TABLE XI. STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN ORGAKIZATIONS, CLUBS, AND ACTIVITIES IN
CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH BY SOCIAL CLASS AED TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

Middle Class Working Class

I

Totals
Student _
participation in Parochial Publie Parochial Public
church School School School School
affiliated
organigations

o, Per | Ho, Per |XNo. Per | Ho, Per |lNo, Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Ons cr more (a) 17| 65.4 41 15.4 | 15| 39.4| 12| 31.6 | 48 |[37.5
lione 9| 34.6] 22| 84.6| 23| 60.5| 26| 68.4 | 80 |62.6

Totals 26 | 100,0| 26 |100,0 | 38| 99.9| 38[100.0|128 [0OO.1

(a) Included such activities as Sodality, altar server, Sunday choir,
Teen Club, assisting in CCD classes.

The last few paragraphs indicate two very important areas in which these
Catholic teenagers are not developing habits of service of God or neighbor and
independent seeking of increased knowledge of the world around them from a
religious standpoint.

Table XII records the responses to question 25, "All things considered, do
you think you are as interested, more interested, less interested, in religion
now than you were five years ago? Can you explain why?" The parochial school
students definitely were "more interested" than their public school counterpartaH

However, explanations given indicate that "as interested" often had considerable]

importance as some of those who checked this response explained in this fashion:
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#I've always been very much interested.® Both public school and parochial
school students often replied in this manner, "As I've learned more, I like it
more,” or "I'm older and it means more to me now." Then there weré others in
both school systems who were less interested and bluntly admitted "It's boring,"
or "I've gotten older and have other interesis now." One Cstholic school soph-
omore boy with obvious candor and confusion of the issue stated, "I dislike
nuns." Re-examination of some of his other responses revealed that he liked
school, and intended to send his children to a religious school, however.

TArlE XII. PRESENT RELIGIOUS INTERLSYT LXPRUSSED BY STUDENTS IN COMPARISON WITH
IFTEREST OF FIVE YEARS AGO BY SOCIAT, CLASS AND PYPE OF SCHOOL ATVYENDED

Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Interest in Parochiel Public Perochisl Public
religion now School School School School

as compared with

{ive years ago
Ko, Per | ¥o, Per | No, Per | lo. Pex | Ko, Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
flore interested 19| 73,1 12| 46,2 22| 57.9| 16| 42,1 69 | 53,9
As interested 6| 23,1 8| 30.8] 13| 34.2| 16| 42.1 43 | 33.6
Less interested 1l 3.9 6 | 23,1 3 769 61 15.80 16 | 12.5
Total 26 |100.1| 26 [100.1| 36 {100.0| 38 {100.0 128 [100.0

Question 32 asked, "Do you feel that you hsve the right to disbelieve or
doubt some things which your church teaches as truth?® Responses in Table XIII
reveal that, depending upon the type of school attended, one-third to over one=-

half of the students are not willing to belisve the Church's teachings simply
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vecause they are presented as the truth. This challenge to develop "convinced"
Cetholics is important to teachers in the Catholic schools and in the CCD
classees The skepticism is more pronounced among the public school students
attending CCD classes and may have a healthy long-range outcome if these
students are given logical and intelligent answers to their doubts. The fewer
Catholic students in parochial school who responded affirmatively may be an in-
dication of either of two trends., First, Catholic schools may be developing
students who are not even challenged by great religious ideas any more because
they have heard the doctrines so often, or secondly, they may be actually de=
veloping positive convictions and commitment to the teachings of their religion.

TASLE XIII. RIGHT TO DISBELIEVE OR DOUBT SOME THINGS WHICH YOUR CHURCH TEACHES
AS TRUTH BY SQCIAL CLASS AxD TYPL OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

#iddle Class VWorking Class
Totals
Right to dis~ Parochial Public Parochial Public
believe or doubt School School School School
{teaching of
your church
Yo. Per | No. Per | Ho, Per |HNo. Pexr | Ko, Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Yes 9 34.6] 12 | 4642 | 13 |34.2 | 21 | 55.3| 55 43.0
Ho 17| 654 | 14 | 53.8 | 25 |65.8 | 17 | 44.7 73 | 57.0

In evaluating moral issuea, the expected Catholic responses in each of the
three aress investigated, Sunday business openings, personal shopping on Sunday,

and divorce, would usually range within the "always wrong" or*usually wrong®
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categories. There are certain circumstances which could mitigate the "wrongneal
in each issue but it would seldom reach the theoretical “sometimes wrong" eval-
uation. Combining these first two categories of “always and usually wrong" it
is evident that more students in Catholic schocls have an evaluation which is
acceptable according to the Church's teachings in these matters than have the
pablic school group, especially with regard to the question of divorce. The
most deviant responses in this area came from working class public school
students. Replies indicate that 7l.1 per cent of them thought divorce was
usually or always wrongj this was far less than the responses of any other
group. (See Table XIV, page 78).

Lenski found, in his adult study, that & number of Catholics did not think
it was very wrong for businesses to remain open on Sunday. He found this sur-
prising since Catholics have spoken out in official groups sc often against
Sunday business openings. fThese high school students tend to indicate this
same lack of concern over work on the Lord's Day. In anticipation of this same
reaction to Sunday businesa, the present study also includec a question designed
to investigate the subjective moral advertence of the students. It was expect-
ed that, although drug stores, gasoline stations, and restaurants are sometines
Justified as necessary Sunday business activities, many other types of Sunday
business would not be ecceptable to these students according to Catholic teach~
ings. Question 56 asked, "From the moral standpoint, do you think it is wrong
to shop for furniture or clothes on Sunday? (Vrong for you, specifically.)"
iYhe expected responses did increase significantly for the middle class group,
but the question seemed to elicit little or no difference of reaction from the

working class students in either school system., For example, the total
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percentages of students who said it is always or usually wrong for businesses to
rerzin open on Sunday for each of the groups was as follows: 61.6, 42.3, 65.8,
and 50,0, The second question on personal shopping for clothes or furniture on
Sunday brought these total percentages for the four groups 10 69.3, 57.7, 65.7,
and 52.7. These percentages are still low in regard to "expected" answers based

on the general teachings of the Church on keeping the Third Commandment.

TAulé: XIV.e EVALUATIOR OF THE MORALITY OF DIVORCE AKD OF BUSINESS PRACTICES ON
SUNDAY BY SOCIAL CLASS ALD TYPE OF SCHOCL ATTESDED

Widdle Class Working Clasa
Totals
Student Parochial Public Parochial Public
evaluation of School School School School
morality
NoW Per | Ko. Per | Ho. Per | No. Per | Yo. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Divorce
Always wrong 17 65.4 9 3406 28 7306 18 47:4 T2 56.3
Usually ® T 27.0] 12 | 46.2 8 | 21,1 9 | 23.7| 36 |28,1
Sometimes “ 2 707 4 1504 10 26.3 16 12.5
Kever b
lio response 1 349 2 543 1 2.6 4 3.1

Sunday Business

Always wrong 4| 15.4 6 | 235.1 9 | 23.7 7 | 1844 26 | 20.3
Usually M 12 | 46.2 5 | 19.2| 16 | 42,1 | 12 | 31.6| 45 | 35.2
Sometines “ 10 | 38.5| 14 | 53.8| 11 | 29.0| 16 | 42.1| 51 |39.9
llever i ' 1 3.9 2 543 3 749 6 4.7
Shopping on Sun.
Always wrong 6 | 23.1| 10 | 38.5| 20 | 52.6| 11 | 29,0 47 | 36.8
Usually " 12 4602 5 1902 5 1301 9 25‘7 31 24.2
Sometimes *® 6 | 23.1 9 | 3446, 9 | 23.7| 14 | 36.8| 38 | 29,7
Lever " 2 TsT 2 TeT 1 2.6 4 | 10.5 9 7.0
lio response 531 7.9 3] 23

Sub jective
moral advertence 4 15.4 2 TeT [ 1508 7 18.4 19 14.8
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Another breakdown of these same two questions is the result of an observa-
tion noted during the tallying of the studenis' responses. Some evaluated
personal shopping for furniture or clothing one or more levels ;ggg morally
srong than Sunday store openings of businesses. For example, a student might
respond that it was always wrong for a business to remain open on Sunday, and
yet evaluate his own personal shopping on Sunday as sometimes wrong. This tend-
ency t0 be less critical of themselves and more critical of others was exhibited
by 19 students.

The last item on TébleﬂXIV shows that the middle class public school
students did this least frequently and the public school working class students
Judged with inconsistency most often. From Table XIV, page 78, we can conclude
that these Catholic students in parochisl school seem to have developed an
ability to judge objective morality according to Catholic teachings with great-
er accuracy than the Catholic students in public school who are attending CCD
classes. But it should also be noted that 14.8 per cent of these students
studied have also developed a strange value system in which they consider it
more wrong for stores to be open on Sunday than it is for them to shop in these
stores on Sunday.

It should be noted that the question upon which this inconsistency is
based is the second gquestion from the last on the eighth page of & rather long
questionnaire, There had been a queation in this writer's mind as to the
validity of the questionnaire because of its length. The fact that 14.8 per
cent of the respondents were not objective in their moral evaluation is not too
surprising since many studies in pesycholozy have emphasized the ability and

tendency of man to justify his own activities even when these are in direct
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opposition or conflict with his stated objective value system. The fact that a
total of 14.8 per cent indicuted a use of this moral inconsistency seems some-
what of a verification of the good faith in which the entire questionnaire was
received by the group studied,.

Attitudes Toward Marriage and Family Life. The students were asked at
wvhat age they felt young people can get married and be successful in their
marriage. The working class parochial school students differ from the other
three groups; the age they selected as most suitable for Barrisge averages over
one-half year younger for both boys and girls. There seemed t0 be little dise

agreenent among the other three groups.

TAELE XV. MEAY Ak CONSIDERED MOST SUITABLE FOR MARRIAGE BY SOCIAL CLASS AND
TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTL¥WDED

Best age Middle Claas Working Class
for Totals
marriage
Parochial Publie Parochial Public
School School School School
¥ean age for
boys in years 22,2 22,4 21,6 22,2 22.1
koan age for
girls in years 20,8 20.6 20,0 20,7 20.5

Question 16 asked, "If you had to choose, which thing on this list would
you pick as the mogt important for a child to learn to prepare him for life?
To obey, to be well liked or popular, to think for himself, to work hard, to
help others when they need help." (First, second, and third choices were asked),

Table XVI shows that thinking for oneself is the most important quality chosen
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by all the sroups. It appears that type of achool atterded by the etudent has
1ittle influence on this queation of intellectual autonomy among these young
catholices. lowever, two other items on this list showed definite relationship
with the type of school attended by the student. 4 large minority of the
parochial school students valued obedience to the dictates of others as highly
desirable, while public school Catholics, especially in the middle class, do not
feel this personal characteristic is too important. These public school Cathe
olics attending CCU religion clesses selected helping vthers when they need it
alnost twice as often a8 the parochial aschool students did.

“hen the second choices are comvined with the first choices, the yropore
tions begin to even off somewhat, Public school Catholics do accept obediscnoe
a9 important and parochial school students selected helping cthers with greater
frequencye When the responses are re-stated according to leonski's eitherwor
criteria, neither the type of school nor social clamss secms to be the dominant
variable for seleciion of intellectual sutonomy as the most important thing for
4 child to learn. In the case of obedience, or intellectual heteronomy, selece
tion of this characteristic is related to sttendance at parochial schoole, (See
the last item on table XVI, page 82},

in thie area of "thinking for oneself" twu queations, used in the letroit
irea Study, were repeated (Vable XVII). Doth statements guestioned the future
for youngsters in today's world. On the f{irst statement, “Children today have
& wonderful future to lovk forward to. aAgree? Disagree? it is interesting to
see that the working class parochial school studente have the most optimistic
outlook for young people today, while the middle clasa parochial achool atudents

are least inclined to agree that young people today have a wonderful future
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PABLE XVI. SELECTION OF THE MOST IMPORTANT QUALITY FOR A CHILD TO LEARE BY
SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE COF SCHOOL ATTLDLD

T ea——————— esorrms ’Wﬁ e —— -~
¥iddle Class Working Class
Totala
The most
important Parochial Public Parochisl Public
quality for a School School School School
child to learn
Ho. Per | Ro. Per | HNo. Per | No. Per | No. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
1st Choice
Obey 10 | 38.5 31 11.5] 14 | 36.8 9 | 23,7 36 | 28.1
Be well liked 1 2.6 1 8
Think for self 11 | 42,3 12 | 46.2] 17 | 44.7 ] 16 | 42.1| 56 | 43.8
Help others 4 15.4 7 2700 6 1508 12 31.6 29 22.6
Ho response 1l 3.9 1 +8
Compilation of
lat and 2nd choice
Obey 14 | 53.8 8| 30.8 20 | 52,6 17 | 44.7| 59 | 46.1
Think for self 15 | 5T7+6] 19 | 73.1| 29 | 76.3| 24 | 63.1| 87 | 68,0
Work hard 9 | 34.6 7| 270 11 | 29,0} 12 | 31.6| 39 | 30,5
Help others 12 | 464,20 15 | 57.6| 15 | 39.4 | 21 | 55.3| 63 | 49.3
Ko response 2 T.7 2 TeT 1l 2.6 5 3.9
Thinking for one-
self valued abowe
obedience 14 | 53.8 18| 69.2| 22 | 57.9 20 52.6| 74 | 57.8
|

ehead of them. On the opposite extreme, the statement, "It is hardly fair to
bring children intoe the world the wey things look for the future," was agreed
to by 15.9 per cent of the students. Although the differences are small, this
attitude was consistently a little higher for the Catholics in public school.
Further examination revealed that eleven students agreed with both state-

ments. The breakdown here again is very small but it is consistent in the fact
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that in each social class the public school students did show deference to the

two opposing statements more often than those in parochial schools.

PABLE XVII. DEFERENCE TO OPPOSING RLSPOLSES BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE COF SCHOOL

ATTINIED
Middle Class Working Clasa
Totals

Attitude toward | Parochial | Public | Parochial | Public
future and School Schoeol School School
deference to
oppoging
statonents Ko, Per | Ko, Per | No, Per | Ho. Per | HNc, Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Children today
have a wonderful
future=--Agree 13 50,0 15 [ 5746 25 | 65.8| 21| 55.3( 74 | 57.8
It's hardly fair
to bring ehildren
into the world
because of the
future~-Agree 3 111.5 5 | 19.2 5 | 13.1 T1 1B.4] 20 |15.6
Agree with both |
above statements 2 !'7.7 4 |15.4 2 53 3 7+9] 11 8.6

In response to the question, "If you had a personal problem that worried
you (for example, a difficult decision to make), whom would you prefer to talk
it over with? (Examples: member of family, teacher, member of clergy, social
worker, etc.)" over half of the students chose their mother and/or father.
Here class and type of school attended by the student do not present consistent
patterns in the seeking of parental advice, but type of school attended does
relate, as would be expected, with seeking advice from members of the clergy.

According to Table XVIII, the fathers of the middle clase Catholics in public
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school are considered less approachable by their children than the other groups
and the fathers of the working class public school students appear to be the
most approachable., Further consideration, however, led this writer to wonder
if this is a distortion caused by the larger number of girls in the middle clasﬁ
publie school group and more boys in the public school working class group. It
would be natural to expect boys to turn to their fathers more frequently and
girls to their mothers for sdvice. This line of explanation does not work so
simply though, for if it were true, then the selection of the mother could
naturally be expected to be lower for the working class in the public schools
and higher for the middle class group who attend public school., This explana-
tion does not hold, and is, in fact, contradicted by the responses given,

If the responses of "mother" and “father" are averaged for each group, the
percentages are 57.6, 49.9, 55.2, and 64,4, It seeme that within the public
school group there is a different pattern of family cohesion in the two social
classes. This observation is substantiated by considering Table XIX which
shows student selection of ties with relatives and tiem with friends. Again,
this difference in family cohesion in thie particular group is also confirmed
by checking Table XVIII for the number of students who would seek advice from
a friend. At the time this survey was formulated, the need tovatructure this
question more rigidly was not realized. The students should have been asked
to indicate a first and second choice rather than leave the question cpen to
& listing of any number of possible responses. (Pable XVIII is at the top of
page 65).

There was one question on the survey which seemed to cause a great deal

of difficulty or conflict for many of the students. This was question 39, "On




85.

PABLE XVIII. PERSON WHO WOULD LE SOUGHT FOR ADVICE OX A PERSONAL PROBLEN OR
DIFFICULT DECISION BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

¥iddle Class Working Class
Totals

Person to be Parochial Public Parochial Public
gought for advice School School School School
on: & personal
problem

Jo. Per |Ko. Per |Ho. Pexr | Ho. Per | kKo, Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Pather (a) 14 |53.8 | 11 [42.3 | 20 | 52.6 | 22 | 57.9| 67 |52.4
¥othey 16 [61a5 | 15 | 5746 | 22 |57.9| 27 | 71.0| 80 [62.6
Teacher 2 7.7 1 509 5 13.1 3 709 11 806
Friend 5 | 19.2 9 | 34.6 8 | 21.1 T 11844 2% |22.6
Other, or
no response 1l 3.9 3 [ 11.5 1l 2.6 5 3.9

(a) Students could list as many people as they wished; therefore, totals
do not add up to one hundred per cent.

the whole, which mean more to you, your ties with relatives or ties with
friends?™ Seventeen students did not respond and many of the others made
qualifying comments even though they checked one category. The pattern which
developed for these responses is not very clear. When the question was re-
examined by general nationality groupings, and by type of education of the
rarents, neither of these variables brought out the strong differences shown
in Table XIX. Since the public school middle class Catholic students had the
highest percentage of non-Catholic and convert fathers, this may be, in part,

an expression of the "Protestant Ethic" of the willingness to devaluate kinship
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ties in this group. However, this explanation does not fit the facts in the

working class parochial school group.

TABLE XIX. CHOICE OF TIES WITH RELATIVES OR TIES WITH FRIINDS ¥BY SOCIAL CLASS
AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTLYDED

\

Middle Class Vorking Class
: Totals
Choice of Parochial Public Paroohial Public
ties School School School School
Bo. Pey | No, Yer | Xo. Per | No. Per | Yo Fer
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
¥ith relatives 13 | 50,0 8 | 30.8| 15 | 39.4| 23 | 60.5| 59 | 46.1
With friends G| 3446 | 12 | 46,2 | 21 | 55.3| 10 | 26.3| 52 | 40.6
{io response 4 | 15.4 6 | 23,1 2 5e3 5 | 13.1] 17| 13.%
Totals 26 {100,0 | 26 |100,1| 38 |100.0| 38 | 99.9| 128 |100.0

Anege of Other Groups. In studying Table XX, the generalization that therd

is 8till a very great desl to be done in the area of intergroup undergtanding
with regard to white Americans' attitudes toward Negroes is again documented.
The most unexpected information in thies study of intergroup images is the fact
that the public school siudents indicate a very consistent tendency to have
hegative attitudes toward all minority groups (even the Catholics) with more
frequency than do the parochial school students in the same socisl clase. 1t
had almost become a general sociological "law" that Catholics, maintaining s

ghetto-like social and educational existence with other Catholics would, of

necessity, be more inclined to be suspicious and look with disfavor on outqyoupS|




87.
There 1s no intention here to divert attention from the fact that 38.3 per cent

of all these students feel that Negro people have been trying to get too much
power in this coumtry. Rather, the lower nexative responses of the parochial
gtudents is emphasized to encourage Catholic educators to continue to breaik down
a stigma which has plagued Catholicism in America for a number of years, The
foreign background, more recent immigration, and metropolitan lower class shetto
living may well be the roots of these prejudices, but as these people assimilate
into the American oculture and find security and increased education, it is to be
expected that Catholie social principles will be & foundation for their daily
lives and not a source of further conflict for themselves and others. (See
page 88 for Table XX).

The next table (XXI) presents information on three specific phases of the
integration-segregation problem. The gquestions used were:

Qe 1l4. Personally, do you think white and colored students should Zo to
the same schools, or separate schools?

Q¢ l4a, Would you be at all disturbed or unhappy if & legro with the same
income and education as you moved into your block?

Qe 14b. Would you explain why?

iliddle class parocnial school students had a more favorable attitude toward
integrated schools and integrated neighborhoods than did public school Catholics
in the same class. ‘The working class students in both school systems appeared
to favor integration with about the same degree of frequency; but the responses
fhere, especially to integrated neighborhocds, are not reassuring. 4Yhe “don't
know" group, particularly in the working class parochial school group is high.
Perhaps these students were afraid to express their opinion on the guestionnaire)

[°* pernaps they are sincerely involved in some soul-gearching because the values

Eflsome of their elders do not coincide with the values being presented to them
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TADLE XX. INAGE OF PROYESTANT, CATHOLIC, JEWISH AND IEGRO GROUPS AS HAVING OR
GuTTING “TOU MUCH POWER" BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTLiDED

Middle Class Working Claas
Totals
These groups have,| Parochial Public Parochial Public
or are getting, School School School School
to0 much power
Ko, Per | Ho. Per | No. Per | Ho. Per | Ko. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Protestante

Yes 3 | 11.5 2 77 2 5.3 5 | 13.1 | 12 9.4

Yo 23 | 88.4 | 25 | 8844 35 | 92.1| 30 | 78.9 | 111 | @6.8

No response 1 3.9 1 2.6 3 7.9 5 3.9
Catholics

Yes 5 | 19.2 2 5¢3 3 7.9 10 7.8

No 26 (100.0 | 20 | 76.9| 36 | 94.7| 32 | 84.3 114 |89.0

lio response 1 3.9 3 7.9 4 3.1
Jews s

Yes 3 1 1145 5 | 19.2 2 53 8 | 21.1 | 18 |14.1

Mo 25 | 8844 | 19 | 73.1! 35 | 92.1| 26 | 73.6 105 |82.1

No response 2 TeT 1 2.6 2 53 5 3.9
legroes:

Yes T | 21.0 ) 11 | 42.3| 14 | 36.8| 17 | 44.7 | 49 %28.3

lo 18 | 69.2 | 14 |53.8| 24 |63.1| 20 | 52.6 76 | 59.4

Lo response 1l 3.9 1 %.9 1 2.6 3 2.3
Total students

for each ques-

tion 26 26 7 38 38 128

tradictions of a society which uses one set of standards in speeches about

action,

It seems that the third section of this attitude study is the most

by some educators or clergy. It is also poasible that they recognize the con-

democracy and equality and the dignity of man, and another set of standards in
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revealing. The responses to the open-ended question (14b) were categorized into
five types. This was done before the formal tallying of the results; the
questionhaires were mixed and the code indicating public school or parochial
school was deliberately ignored to insure objective decisions by the writer.

e five categories were as followss

Positive. FResponses indicating that the student believed that
Negroes were equal to whites, e.g.. "God created all the same,"
"I don't care," "They're just as nice,"” ete.

Qualified positive. Responses showing a willingness to allow
integration of the neighborhood but included the ides that some

Negroes would be more desirable than othera., "If they're educated,
OsXey" ®If clean, no objections," "It'a OX, but I hope there will
be no trouble," "I wouldn't do anything," "It depends on the

individusl,"” "In the future races should learn to live together."

Negative. Comments which indicated a poor image of Negroes within
& neighborhood group. "They lower standards of the neighborhood,"
"One comes, all come,” "Most do not have the income and education,"
"They cause trouble,"” "They do not care what they do," "Some don't
live properly.® '

Stronzly Hegative. Responses which expressed a non-rational dislike
or hatred. "I just don't like Wegroes," "They should stay where
they belong," YI hate them."

Uncertain, or no response., Others did not respond or stated, "I
don't know,” "Can't explain,"” "Don't know, no experience," "It
has never happened to me," %A liegro has to move in first," or
as one student admitted, "Confused."

The third section of Table XXI, page 90, shows the types of responses re-~
ceived on question 1l4b., These comments were a good picture of just what stated
image these white students give of integrated neighborhoods. The parochial
students stressed equality and brotherhood with greater frequency than did the
public school students, while social class showed no influence on this factor.
Information of this type, which attempts to clarify group images should be of

value to teachers. Although two students may give responses which indicate




TABLE XXI.

90,

ATTITUDE TOWARD INTEGRATED SCHOOLS AND INTEGRATED HEIGHBOGRHOODS BY
S0CTAL CLABS AL TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTLIDED

¥iddle Claas Working Clsass
integration of Totals
gchools and Parochial Public Parochial Public
neighborhood School School School School
attitude toward
Yegro minority 7
' Yo, Per | Ho. Per |Lio. Per | HNo. Per |Ho. Per
Cent Cent Cent: Cent Cent
Favors
Same schools 17 |65.4| 13 | 50,0 | 21 | 55.3 | 22 [57.9| 73 |57.0
No response
Negroe in block
digturb you?
Yen 4 15.4 10 3805 7 18!»4 15 3904 35 28,1
lio 16 | 61.5 9 | 3446 | LT | 44.T | 17T | 44.7| 59 | 46.1
Dontt know 6 | 23.1 T1 27.0| 14 | 36.8 6 |15.8| 33 | 25.8
Ho response
Attitude toward
Negro (a)
#l.Positive 13 | 50,0 8| 30,8 | 18 | 47.4 | 11 | 29.0| 50 | 39,1
#2. Qualified
Positive 6 |23.1 5 1 19.2 T | 18.4 4 | 10.5) 22 | 17.2
#4+ Strongly
Negative 5| 19.2 l 2.6 8 | 21.1| 14 | 11.0
#5. Uncertain
Or no resp. 2 T.7 4 | 15.4 6 | 15.8 8 | 21,1} 20 | 15.6
Total students
for each 26 26 38 38 128
question

(a) Explanation of each of these five categories is on page 89.




91,
racial prejudice, the one who truthfully objects to Negroes because he thinks
that "the ruin a neighborhood" (category #3) may have educational needs which
differ from the student who says, "I hate them." (category #4). Teachers can
reduce poor group images as those in category #2 and #3 by careful selection of
pertinent and factual information and by stressing the dangers of sterotyping

as a poor mental habit. Students in category #4 may possibly be reached by a
very understanding teacher, but often, if a teacher recognizes that a student
hes this type of emotionally charged response, he must be willing to accept

the fact that he will probably have little short-range effect no matter what

his efforts may be.

Eoonomics. Table XXII gives the students' own evaluation of the question,
"If you had to choose, would you say that your family is in the upper class, the
piddle class, the working class, the lower class?™ Of the 52 students placed

in the middle class because of their father's occupation (see Ch. 1I, pg. 48-49),
four placed themselves in the upper clase and eleven placed themselves in the
working class by subjective evaluation. Among the working class students,
ﬂexactly half of each school group would select middle class as a better deacrip-
tion of their social class. For a clearer picturs of the advisability of using
the subjective or an objeotive classification for this study, the education

of the parenta,ﬁmible‘v), would generally substantiate the objective standard
used. Table XXII is presented at the top of page 92.

The patterns of responses on three questions adapted from the Lenski study
[to investigate the attitude of sophomores who are Catholic toward different

[pspects of economic activity are given in Table XXIII. In checking for s

sitive attitude toward work, the responses show differences but there seems
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TaBLE XXII, STUD:NTS' SUBJECTIVE SOCIAL CLASS EVALUATION OF THEMSELVES AS CONe
PARED WITH S0CIAL CLASS EVALUATION USED IN THIS STUDY DERIVED ¥ROM
FATHER'S OCCUPATION

remara—
iow

Middle Class VWorking Class
Students! choice * Totals
of subjective Parochial Public Parochial Public
gocial class School School School Scheol
No. Per | Ho. Per | No. Per Ho. Per | No. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Upper 1 3¢9 3 | 11.5 4 3.1
¥iddle 18 | 69.2| 19 | 73.1] 19 50.0| 19 | 50.0| 75 |58.6
Vorking 71 27.0 4 | 15.4| 19 | 50,0 16 | 42.1| 46 36,0
Lower 2 5e3 2 1.6
No response 1 2.6 1 8
Totals 26 [100.,1| 26 [100.0 38 |100.0| 38 {100.0| 128 0100.1

to be no consistent pattern according to social class or type of school attend-
ed., However, examination of such variables as the type of education of the
parents, and nationality background showed even less divergent patterns of
response. In Chapter IV the results of investigating the responses‘according
to the amount of education of the parents of the respondents will be presented.
The attitude toward work expressed by the public school students raises the
question as to the possibility that the public school is less influential in
teaching this favorable economic value to middle class students while it is
more effective in developing such attitudes among working class students.

According to Lenski's revised paperback edition of The Religious Factor
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vhich has recently been published, there are "two divergent conceptions of the
protestant Ethic. « « « the classical Veberian understanding of the termy « « »
(and) the eurrent popular understanding.," In discussion of work vaiues, Lenski
azsociates a preference for work that is important, and gives & feeling of
accomplishment with Weber's classical usage, and high income with the more cur-
rent, or popularized, concept of the Protestant Ethic.93 If this distinction
is valid, then it would appear that in this study the middle class parochial
school Catholics are at least as classically Protestant or more classically
Protestant in work attitudes or orientation than the Catholic students in
public echool who do not have as much opportunity to imbibe a "Catholic ethic,"
and have a greater percentage of Protestant relativee and friends. |

The great differences between the responses of Catholics in this study as
compared with Catholics in the Detroit Area Study on the question of belief in
success for the children of workingmen (Table XXIII) must be due to some
experience encountered in the actual economic marketplace; this group studied
certainly is not inhibited by a "lack of confidence in ability and in chances
for upward mobility" from home or school experiences thus far.94 Table XXI1I
is given at the top of page 94.

Responses to & question about science as a good occupational field to
enter indicates that, if there was s tendency to avoid scientific endeavors

because of conflicts between scientific and religious teachings in the pest,

93Gernard lenski, The Religious Factor, rev. ed. (vew York, 1963), p. 89.
(totes Unless specifically stated otherwise, all further references will
be to the first edition published in 1961).

HMlenski, p. 95,
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TABLE XXIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD WORK, FUTURE JOLS, AND BELIEF IN SUCCHSS BY

SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTELHDED

Middle Class Working Class
Totals
Attitudes toward Parochial Public Parochial Public
economie activity School School School School
and success
Hos | Per | No. Per | No. Per | Ko, Per |Ho, Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Attitude toward
works
Pogitive 11 | 42.3 €| 30.8] 15 | 39,4 | 20 |52,6 | 54 |42.,2
fegative 3 1 11.5 31 115 4 | 10.5 3 T«9 | 13 |10.2
Heutral 10 | 38.5] 12 | 46,2 19 | 50.0| 10 | 26,3 | 51 |39.9
o Response 2 Ta7 31 115 5 [|13.1 ] 10 7.8
Prefer in a jobs
High income 2 TeT 51 19.2 4 | 10.5 4 1105 15 |11.7
No danger of
being fired 1l 349 5 1 13.1 2 5e3 8 6.3
Short hours 1 3.9 2 53 3 2.%
Chance for
Advancement 8 | 30.8 5 1 19.2] 11 | 29,0 12 | 31.6 ] 36 | 28.1
Gives feeling of
accomplishment 15 | 57.6| 14 | 53.8] 13 | 34.2| 19 |50.0| 61 |[47.6
Yo reaponse 1l 3.9 3 7.9 1 2.6 5 3.9
Belief in success
for working-cluss
childrens
Little chance 3 | 11.5% 4 1 15.4 5 113.1 3 7.9} 15 |11l.7
Good chance 22 | 84,6 21 | 80,81 32 | 84,3 35 | 92,1 |110 | 86.0
Ko response 1 3.9 1 3.9 1l 2.6 3 2.3
Total students
each question 26 26 38 38 128

this hesitancy apparently no longer exists. Unly seven students in the entire

study felt that science was not a good field for a young man to go into today;
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three of these were in parochial schools and four in public schools.

Nelther social class nor type of school attended appears to have a strong
influence on the attitudes expressed toward school (Table XX1IV); bﬁt both of
these factors show some relationship with intentions of the student to seek
formal education after graduation from high school.

TAbLE XXIV, ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL, ALD INTEMIIONS FOR FUTURE HIGHER EDUCATION
‘ BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE CF SCHOOL ATTENDED

Sm— T —— — j==T============= e
lddle Class Working Class
Totals
Attitude toward Parochial Public Parochial Public
school and School School School School
future
education
Ko. Pexr | Wo, Per | Ho. Per | lo. Per | Ho. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Like school 19 73.1 18 6902 27 7100 28 73.6 92 7109
Dislike school 1l 309 2 7.7 1 2‘6 1 206 5 2.9
Heither like nor :
dislike 6 | 23.1 6 | 23,1| 10 | 26.3 9 | 23.7| 31| 24.2

Intend to go to
college, trade or 24 | 92.3 23 | 88.4| 32 | 84.3| 29 | 76.3]| 108 B4 .4
tusinees school

Question 57 asked, "We are interested in what students would do if they
really had free leisure time. Suppose you had graduated from high school, you
didn't have to work, and you had some extra money. Imagine this started in the
summer. List the thing you would want to do most." The responses were divided
into two types-~those which were self-indulgent and those which were productive
and constructive. Answers such as the following were listed as self-indulgents

"Buy a good hi-fi sterec," "Go on a trip., Spend a few weeks with my sister up
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iorth," "Jo to Hawaii," "Play ball and other sports,” "Bowl, swim, golf,
dating. Have parties," "Buy a car and goof around."

Perhaps at times these criteria may seem somewhat arbitrary but an attempt
vas made to select those corstructiive and productive activities according to
the idea of long-range, self-improvement plans, or the activity was somewhat of
a sacrifice for the student but of assistance to others. Included were such
choices as "Attend modeling school," "Iry to find a part-time job," "Travel
and photography,” "See Russia,” "Save money!" "Help people who really need
help with everyday life."

Table XXV indicates that working class students tend to be somewhat more
inclined toward self-indulgent activities than do middle class students, and
parochial school students show a slightly more consistent choice of productive
or comstructive activities, although the diiferences in numbers are too small

tc be conclusive,

TABLE XXV. USE OF LkISURE TINE BY SUCIAL CLASS AND 9YPE OF SCHOOL ATT:DED

W

Middle Class Working Class
T

- Parochial Publioc Parochial Public otals
fow student School School School School
would use choo choo choo choo
leisure time

No. Per | No. Per 1i0. Per | No. Per |lo. Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Self-indulgent
roductive or
congtructive
Ko response 1 3.9 1 2,6 | 4 |10.5 6 4.7
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Whether it is necessity or the entreprencurial spirit which motivates the
middle class parochial school students, at least it is evident thai they are
involved in more economic activity than any of the other three groups (Table
iXVI)s They average a larger amount of spending money per week aud almost all
of them (24 of 26) earn part or all of this money themselves. The parochial
school working class students averaze the least amount of spending money ver
week but also have the least number of students working to earn money. Class
geems to have no influence on the public school Catholic students either in the
amount of money spent or ihe percentage of students gainfully employed,

TABLE XXVI. AMOUDT OF SPENDING MONIY, AND NUMBLR OF STUDRNTS EARKING PART OR
ALL OF IT BY SOCIAL CLASS ANWD TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

¥ilddle Class VWorking Class
Totals

Students? Parochial Publie Parochial Publice
apending School School School School
noney

No. Per | No.| Per | Ho. Per | HNo. Per | Yo, Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Earns part or
all of it 24 | 92.31 19| T3.1| 24| 63.1] 28| T3.6| 95 | T4.3
Amount of spend-
week

When Table XXVI is considered in conjunction with family size (page 59)
it appears that working class parents of parochial school students are more
self-sacrificing for their children since these families average 4.6 children

and yet less than two-thirds of the children earn part or all of their own
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spending money. The public school students in both social classes (average
fanily size 3.4 and 3.2) would come next in line in ranking for self-aacrificﬁné
parenis, while the middle claes parouchial school parents (family size 4.0)
could hardly be accused of being indulgent in this matter. It would be of in-
terest to follow-up these working and non-working students to see if there is
any relationship between their scholastic average and their youthful work
history. 1Is the quality that is developed here in these students a confidence
in and anticipation of future economic activity, or a havbit of immediate satis-
faction of desires involving economic payment and an unwillingness to forego
this satisfaction for such long-range plans as a collese education?

Questions 55 and 55a, adapted from the Detroit Area 3tudy, had been used
to study the child-training attitudes of parents, specifically, the teudency to
a present or future orientation in the channeling of the child's interests. It
was intended in this present study to investigate the personal tendency toward
these same orientations among the teenage group. "Suppose a sixteen-year-old
teenager were interested in some worthwhile sctivity that gave him (her) little
time to spend with other teenagers. The things the others were doing are just
as worthwhile, but they don't interest this particular teenager. Do you think
he (she) should go on with the interest or change to something that he (she )
can do with other teonagers? Why?™ The responees to the first part of the
question are given on Table XXVII, page 99. The eiplanationa were not tabulated]
when it became apparent that the answers given by the students did not f£it the
categories investigated in the adult study. The responses did not usually
reflect a future vs, present orientation but took on a "let's live here-ande

now" attitude. For example, reasoms for going on with the interest inecluded,

"If those things don't interest him, why should he want to do them? “T think
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s person with a good interest should go on with it because they have plenty of
time for social events." "He shouldn't change just for the sake of conformity."
"secause if it was worthwhile, he could make friends by it." ™A peison should
always do what he feela is right and best."

Reasons {or changing to something that can be done with other teesnagers in
cluded, "He should associate enough with other people to e able to get along
with them.” “He or she must do things with other people." ™ihen he won't have
a lack of interest in life." "He i® depriving himseli of something very valuw

able to his character." "Teecnagers telong together."

Pable XXV1I. ATTITUDE TOWARD PLRSUNAL INTERCSTS V8. ACTIVITILS WITH OTVHER TEINd
AGERS LY SO0CIAL CLASS ALD TYPE OF SCHOOL ATYLLDED

iiddle Class Working Claes
Totals
Choice of persongl| Parochial Public Parochial Public
interest vs. School School School School
change to
teen-group
activity hos. | Per |No. Per | No. Per |Bo. Per | 3o. Ter
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

Go on with
interest 12 | 46.2 | 16| 61.5 22| 57.9| 26| €8.4] 76 | 59.4
Change to be with
other teenagers 13 | 50,0 9| B34.6 12| 31.6 | 10| 26.3| 44 | 34.4
ko response 1 349 1 3.9 4 | 10.% 2 5e3 8 6.3

Totals 26 |100,1 | 26 |100.0 38 [100,0| 38 |100,0| 128 |100,1

Parochial school students in both social classes more frequently expressed

the opinion that the student should be with other people his own age, or learn
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to get along with others, while the public school students in both classes
favored going on with the interest., Does this indicate a preference for inde-
pendent éctivity and individual self-expression on the part of the ?ublic school
Catholics while the parochial school students are more inclined to submit to
the teenage sub-cultwre and seek satisfaction within it? This is an area which
should be investigated more carefully.

Political beliefs. In studying atiitudes toward the welfare state, studentd

were asked to decide if the government, on the whole, was doing too much, about
right, or not enough, on problems such as housing, unemployment, etc. fThose
¥ho responded "not enough" were asked if they would "like to see the government
go 80 far as to take over and run the big industries in this country such as
the railroads, or the steel industry?' Table XXVIII shows that the parochial
school students are more inclined %o believe that governmental action is about
right, while the public school students think the government is not doing
enough, The further ureakdown of the replies of the students who think that
the government is not doing enough show that very few (6.3 per cent of the
total group) favor governmental control of railroads and steel industries.

There is a definite relationship between attendance at public school and
& tendency to feel that the government should do more in solving problems within
the countiry. Since public schools are supported by local governmental action
rather than private endeavor, does this encourage further dependence upon
governmental aid and ection? Is the private school system in America indirectly]
or directly encouraging a form of individualism in solving problems of national
concern? (See page 101).

Or, as Table XXIX suggests, could the students in the psrochial school
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TABLE XXVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD THE WELFARE STATE BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF
SCHOOL ATTENDED

Middle Class Working Class
governmental
action on Totals
housing, Parochial Public Parochial Public
unemployment, School School School School
social security
No. Per | Ko, Per | Ko, Per | No, Per | Ho. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Too much 1 309 3 11'5 1 2.6 2 505 7 505
About right 17 165.4 | 11 | 42.3| 22 | 57.9 17 | 44.7| 67 | 52.4
Kot snough B8 [30.8] 12 | 46,27 15 | 39.4| 19 | 50.0| 54 42.2
if "not enough"
should gov't take
over big industry
Yes 2 17 2 53 4 10.5 8 6.3
Uncertain 2 7.7 1 3.9 1 2;6 3 ?09 7 5-5
lio response 1 2.6 1 .8

system be less aware of national and intermational problems which confront
today's world, as some recent studies have suggested? The parochial school
students were a little more inclined to think the U.S., is spending too mach
money helping other countries, also. The middle clags parochisl school students
were the most willing or interested in helping people in other countries to im-
Frove their living conditions, however, as shown Ly their interest in Joining
the Peace Corps. (See Table XXIX, page 102),

The parochisl school students appear to have grasped the significance of
the Bill of Rights, especially the concept of freedom of speech, 88 shown in
Table XXX. The public school Catholics who attend CCD religion classes are

corsistently less willing to grant others the right to criticize what the
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TaBLE XXI1X. ATTITUDL WOWAHRD WORLD PRUBLEMS AKD SELF INVOLVEMENT IR PEACE CORPS
BY SOCIAL CLASS AND SCHOOL ATPENDED

e e ======T============
Middle Class Working Class
World problems Totals
and self Parochial Public Parochial Publiec
involvement School School School School
Ho. Per | Ho. Per | Ho. Per | Xo, Per | No. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Thought given to
world problems
VYery great deal 5 119,.,2 T | 27.0 8 | 21.1| 11 | 29.0| 31 | 24.2
Very little 3 111.5 3 | 11.5( 10 | 26.3 51 13.1| 21 | 16.4
U.S. spending
too much abroad
for aid?
Agree 5 | 19.2 2 | 11.5 9 | 23.7 T | 18.4| 24 | 18.8
Disagree 21 | 80,8] 22 | 84.6| 28 | 73.6| 30 | 78.9| 101 78.9
fio response 1 3.9 1 2.6 1 2.6 3 2.3
Interested in
joining Peace
Corps
ko 10 | 38451 13 | 50.0| 20 | 52.6| 17 | 44.7| 60 46,9
KO response 1 2.6 1l 8

president does, to make speeches against the Catholic religion, or to make
speeches in favor of Communism. Since the public schools are not permitted to
emphasize religious values to any great degree, it would be expected that their
emphasis on democratic values would be stronger. This does not seem to be the
Wcase in the present sample. (See Table XXX at the top of page 103).

When asked about the desirability of passing laws to regulate a moral issueﬂ

that of Sunday business closings, parochial school students were somewhat more
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TABLE XXX, ATTITUDE TOWARD FREEDOM OF SPERCH BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL

ATTEIDED
e Yo are— —
iiddle Class Working Class
Totals
Activities Parochial Public Parochial Public
permitted by the School School School School

Bill of Rights

Ko, Per | lio. Pexr | Ko. Per | No. Per H0e Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Criticize what
the President 24 | 92.3| 19| 73.1| 32 84,531 29 | T6.3| 104 | 81.3
does :
Others make

speeches against 22 | T3.1| 15| 57.6| 26| 68.4 | 22 | 57.9] 82 | 64.1
your religion

liske speeches in
communism

inclined to favor this legislation than were public school Catholics. The per-
centages in each category favoring a law against Sundsy business openings was
3048y 2341, 34.2 and 26.5 per cent.,

Another area of political attitudes is shown in Table XXXI. Students in
the parochisl schools were more inclined to prefer a president who takes longer
to get things done but abides by the rules and regulations rather than one
vho gets things done by never letting governmental rules and regulations stop
[hin, Three-fourth of all the students in the study prefer the former to the
latter type of national leader. As can be noted on this question as well as

throughout the study, the "no response" group is quite small,
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PAslE XXXI. RESPECT FOR CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNWEKRT BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYFE OF
SCHOOL ATTLNDED

¥iddle Class Working Class
Totals

Type of man Parochial Public Parochial Public
preferred Sechool School School School
in the
%hite House

Ho. Per | No. Per | No. Per |HNo. Per | XNo. Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent

(lets things done,
rules don't stop 4 | 15.4 51 19.2 9 | 23.7 8 | 21,1 | 26 | 20.3

him

Tekes longer, but
abides by rules 22 | 8446 19 | T3.1| 29 | 763 | 27 | 7T1.0| 97 | 75.8
and regulations

lo response | 2 Te7 3 7.9 5 3.9

Totals 26 {100,0| 26 [100.0| 38 [100.0| 38 (100,0 |128 |(100.0

The last table in this chapter, Table xxxix, presents the responses to a
series of questions not asked in the adult Detroit Area Study. The students
were asked to evaluate the amount of influence that they thought their religious|
beliefs should have on various aspects of daily living, i.e., amusements,
daily occupetion, politics, and choice of friends, From comments written in by
the students on the questionnaire, it is evident that gome confused the term
"religious beliefs® in the questions and took it to mean direct Catholic affile-
iation or endorsement of the activity or person. The term was meant to imply
the basic guiding principles of a person's life and personal active commitment

to the dictates of conscience, This misunderstanding was most evident on
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the question about the influence religious beliefs should have in decisions in
voting for various lawe and candidates. One boy checked "no influence" and
then commented "except in virtues (chousing the best man)." A girl checked "A
little influence" and then added, "It would depend upon the political issue at
hand "

The problem of the weight or reference value which religious beliefs have
on daily life is a central question of this study. The responses to questions
51, 52, 53, and 54 seem to indicate that in some areas, especially political
and social, there is in many cases not much awareness of the Church's solicitude|
"for the requirements of men in their daily lives,” 'Thia is especially true
for the Catholic students in public school. These are delicate, but very
necessary, concepts to be clarified in the religious education of youth if their
lives are to have the unity and wholenees which is the aim of Catholic educa-
tion. Table XXXII is presented at the top of page 106.

Summary. In this chapteér the first hypothesis was examined according to
social class and type of school attended by the Catholic atudent, that is,
parochial or public. It was stated as followss: The responases of these students]|
will differ more in relation to their socio-economic background than they do
according to the type of education of the students.

To prove or disprove the hypothesis in each area, the following method was
utilized. The total responses in percentages for public school students were
compared with the total responses in percentages for the parochial school stu-
dents. The percentage difference between the public school and parochial school
group was then computed. This difference was compared with the difference found

between the total middle class and total working class reeponses. If the
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TABLE XXXII., AMOURYT OF INFLULNCE RESPORDINTS FELT THAT RELIGIOUS BELIEFS SHOULD
HAVL OF RECREATION, OCCUPATION, VOTING, AXD CHOICE OF FRILNDS BY SOCIAL
CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

Middle Class VWorking Class
Totals
Influence of Parochial Public Parochial Public
religious beliefs Sohool School School School
upons
Fo. Per | Ko. Per | No. Per | No, Per | Ho. Per
Cent Cent Cent Cent Cent
Choices of ’
anusements,
Some 11 | 42.31 13 | 50.0( 15 | 39.4 | 13 | 34.2| 52 | 40.6
Ho influence S | 3.9 1l 2.6 3 7.9 5 3.9
No response : 1 2.6 1 2.6 2 1.6
|
Daily occupation :
Very much 13 ] 50,01 9 | 34.6| 16 | 42,1 | 15 | 39.4| 53 | 41.4
Some 11 | 42.3: 11 | 42,3 18 | 47.4 | 12 | 31.6| 52 | 40.6
A little 2 TeT 4 ] 15.4 2 53 T 1844 15 | 11.7
Ko influence 2 7.7 1 2.6 2 5.3 5 3.9
Yo response 1 2.6 2 53 3 2.3
Voting
Very much 51 19.2 7 1 18.4 6 | 15.8] 18 | 14.1
A little 6| 23.1 6 | 23.1 5 1 13,1 4 110,5| 21 | 16.4
Ho influence 4 1504 14 53.8 14 5608 15 39.4 47 36.8
o response 1 2.6 2 5¢3 3 2.3
Choice of friends
Very much 10| 38.5 3 ] 11,51 11 | 29.0| 10 | 26,3 34 | 26,6
A little 31 115 8 | 30.8 4 | 10,58 6 |15.8| 21 | 16.4
o influence 2 i 6 | 2%.1 1l 2.6 T | 18.4| 16 | 12.5
tio response 1 2.6 1 o8
Total students
each category 26 26 38 38 128
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difference according to social class was obviously greater, the hypothesis was
considered verified for that issue; if the difference was definitely greater
according to type of school, the hypothesis was considered disprove& in that
instance. Differences between the social class variables and the type of school
variables were considered "obviously or definitély different™ if they reached
1C percentage points or higher or the patterns were consistent for 2 or 3
questions in the same area.

The only major aressin which a 10 per cent difference was found according
to socio-economic background were descriptive rather than attitude Tregronses.,
These included: the amount of education of the parenis; and the practice of
earning all or part of his or her own spending money on the part of the student.d

These were the only major areas inm which social class is more definitely
associated with the responses than type of schocl attended by the student. The
hypothesis did not stand on most issues centering directly or indirectly in the
area of religion; this is understandable considering the nature of some of the
questions. These areas included: type of education (publie or parochial ) of
the parents as related to the type of education the child is now receiving, and
the type of school present students want for their future offspring; membership
in Church-affiliated activities; degree of associational involvement (Vass
uttendance) for the mother, father, and child as a family unitj degree of con-
munal involvement (religious affiliation of reletives and friends ); expressed
interest in religion now as compared with five years agoj acceptance of the
concept that they have a right to disbelieve or doubt what the Church teaches
as {ruth, belief that religious ideals should influence ocoupation, political

activities, and friendships; and the judgment that shopping on Sundays and
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divorce were always or usually morally wrong.

These are only the more obvious and reasonably expecied responses which
showed & greater relationship with the type of school the Catholic étudent was
attenaing. Other {indings which disproved the hypothesis, differing by at least
ten percentage points more according to type of school attended than by social
class includeds images expressed of other groups, especially the Negroj belief
that Jews are getting too much power; attitudes toward welfare state activitiesy
interpretation of freedom of speech as granted in our Bill of Rightsj ties with
friends rather than kinship groupj size of family; and choice of obedience and
helping others as the most important thing for & child to learn to prepare him
for life. |

The remsinder of the issues studied either showed little differences or
the patterns were not related as simply as those mentioned above. These will
again be discussed in Chapter V in the summarization.

In Chapter IV the responses of the students will be studied to ascertain
the relevance of Hypothesis Two, Three, and Four. This will involve examination]

of the following variables; ethnic groups, amount of education of the parents,

and type of education of the parents.




CHAPTER IV

THE FINDINGS ACCORDING TO NATIONALITY BACKGROULD,
TYPE AKD AMOUNT OF EDUCATION

OF THE PARENTS

Other Variables Investigated. Although it was the basic aim of this study
to compare and possibly contrast Catholic 15~ and l6-year-old sophomores living
in the same neighborhood but atitending parcchial or public schooles and CCID
religion classes, this writer has not attempted to prove that the findings as
presented in Chapter IIT are causal, but simply descriptive. It was not the
plan of this investigation to demonstrate that ihe attitudes, opinions, or
stated action patterns of the students were direct results of policies or prac-
tices of the schools involved; rather, the investigation attempted to determine
if there were similarities or differences of attitude in these Catholic students]
according to social class and/br types of school which the students attended,

As chapter IIl demonsirates, there were some very notable differences acw
cording to the type of education of the student. Of course, the description
sresented of these Catholic sophomores in the Detroit area is not a complete
ploture. There are innumerable variables which could be selected &s a focus fon
study besides social cless and type of schools for example, the type and amount|
of education of each of the parentss the nationality descent and immigrant back-

ground or generation in America; the degree and type of involvement in the

109.
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Catholie Church and the Catholic subcommunity for the student and his parents;
the orthodox or devotional orientation of the student, and the sex Qf the re-
spondent are some of the variables which may show more striking differences than
those already presented.

It is not possible, nor necessarily desirable, to pregent all of this in-
formation. However, in the responses, some of these variables did show inter-
esting differences, and in some cases, were of greater magnitude than those
shown by social class or type of school attended by the student.

In this chapter the second, third, and fourth hypotheses are examined. It
will be recalled that they were stated as follows:

Differences in responses are related more to ethnic background than
to type of education of the student.

Differences in responses are related more to type of education of the
parents than to present type of education of the student.

Differences are related more to amount of education of the parents
than to present type of education of the student.

The responses of the students were tabulated according to father's nation=-
ality background, type and amount of parents!' education according to the follows
ing sub-groupst northern and western Europe, the british Isles, Canada (W=65)
compared with eastern and southern European (ﬁaﬁﬁ); both parents educated com-
pletely in the Catholic schools (¥wl7) compared with responses of students
whose parents were both educated in the public school system (K=54); responses
of students whose parents had both completed at least a high school education
(N=55) in comparison with students whose parents both had lese than a high
school education (E=27).

Students were considered to be from a home in which the parents were the

recipients of a Catholic education only in those cases where both parents had
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received all of their education in a Catholic school. This was the case in only
17 families of the 128 in the study. The public school parental group was just

as restrictive; both parents must have attended only public schools. Fifty-foux

students' parents met this requirement. The remaining 57 students who had in-
dicated that one or both of their parents had been partially educated in each
school system were not used in this phase of the investigation.

The amount of education of the parecnts (which in a certain sense is a
social class factor) and type of education of the parents (more generally a
religious factor) are the two sets of variables which most often proved signifi-
cant in this chapter., Area of Luropean origin in immigrant background showed
differences in fewer phases of the study. It is possible that the nationality
groupings did not show such a large range of differences because they included
almost all participants in the study on an either/br basis. The student was
placed either in one category or the other based on the national origin of the
father only and no account was taken of the nationality of the mother. A more
restrictive breakdown was used in tallying the responses according to amount
and type of education of the parents; this excluded all "mixed groupings" and
may account in some cases for the sharper differences in percentages within
these groups.

Description of the Group., The mean number of children born to the parents

of the respondents according to the type of educational background of the
varents was as follows: 4.9 for parents who had both attended Catholic schools
and 3.6 for parents with a public education. Little difference was noted ace
cording to the amount of education of the parents (3.8 for high school graduatesL

and 3.7 mean per family for parents with less than a high school education ),
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It was also found that famrilies in which the father was of northern or
western buropean nationality descent had a mean of 4.1 children per‘family
while those of eastern and southern Buropean background had a mean of 3.5 chil-
dren per family. 'This pattern appears to contradict the generally accepted
assimilation patterns for the nationality groups. However, ag Lenski end othersL
have attempted to demonstrate, there is often a relationship between commitment
to Catholic teachings anc family size., It was found in this study that 87.0
per cent of the Catheolic fathers of northern and central Eurcpean background
attend weekly liass while 6%.0 per cent of the Catholic tathers of southern and
eastern purcopean background did this. The percentages for the Catholic mothera
were 93.4 and T72.8 per coent respectively., This possibly suggests, therefore,
that family size is related more to religious commitwent than to assimilation
patterns for the nationsality groups.

Table XXXIII differentiates the educational experience of the parents ac-
cording to the nationality origins of the fathers of the students. As expected%
those parents in the more recently immigrated groups have received the least
amount of education. The numbers of those parents who attended Catholic or
public school systems do not vary as greatly as might be expected, although
there is & pattern of more education in public schools for the eastern and
southern Luropean nationalities, and more eduvcation in Catholic schools for
those from the british Isles, particularly Ireland. This table is presented on
the next page.

Table XXXIV presents the immigrant generation of the students. The fewer
students in the second- and third-generation verifies the fact that immigrant

influx from northern and western Europe for this group studied had reached its
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TADLE XXXIII. UKATIGHWALITY BACKGROUND BY AMOUNT AND TYPE OF EDUCATION OF BOTH

PARYEDS
Amount of Bducation Pype of Education
of Parents of Parents
Nationality backe Both hes. |lNeither h.s.  Both Catholic|Both public
ground of graduates graduates school achool
fathers
Ko, Per No. Per Ko, Per Fo. Per
Cant Cent Cent Cent
Canads 2 3.6 1 1.9
british Isles 11 20,0 2 T4 4 23.5 4 T4
Western Lurope 18 32.7 4 14.8 4 25%.5 | 12 22.2
Eastern Europe 12 21,8 | 12 44.4 ] 29.4 | 20 37.0
Southern Europe 3 5.5 7 25.9 2 11.8 { 10 18,5
lorthern Europe 2 }.6 1l 3.7 3 5.6
Other l 1.8 2 37
No Nationality given 6 10.9 1 3.7 4 11.8 2 3e7
Totals 55 99.9 | 27 99.91 17 100.0 | 54 100,0

peak at least two geneﬁ;tions in the past while eastern and southern European
immigration almpst ceased one generation later. Since no students from the
latin American or Negro minority were available to this study, this may indicate
that the new immigrant groups have not as yet really penetrated the Catholic
achool system and CCD classes to any great degree; or, since seven schools in
the more radically "changing neighborhoods"” were deliberately eliminated from
this atudy (see Chapter II, page 41), thie may explain in great part the absence

of this group from the sample.
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TABLE XXXIV, IMWIGRANT GLMERATION IN AMERICA OF STUDENTS BY BTHYIC-GEOGRAPHIC
AR¥A OF FATHER AND BY AMOUNT OF EDUCATION OF THE PARENTS

W

Bthnic Origins F Amount of Education
i of Parents
Inmigrant Northern, ! Southern,  Both h.s. | Neither h.s.
generation of Vestern | Eastern - graduates | graduates
student ! Europe . Europe
| |
| Koo Per § ko. Per No. Per | lNo. Per
Cent Cent { Cent Cent
z 4 ,’
Second 2 3.1, 2 3.6 1 18 1 3.7
Third | 8 | 123 22 . 40.0 5 9.1 12  44.4
Fourth, or longer 55 | 846 31 | 563 49 | 891 14  51.8
Totals 65 1100,0 ' 55 | 99,9 55 1100.0 27 = 99.9
i i | i | i

This again emphasizes the fact that these students were selected on two
very limiting conditions: both parents had to be living in the home, and the
student had to have attended one school system for the past eight years,

Within this group, the parents with a high school education were more
likely to have their child enrolled in a parochial high school (Table XXXV)
while those with less than a high school education were much more likely to
have their child enrolled in a public school. 4 secondary anglysis was made
of the twenty-five fathers who had thirteen or more years of education, however,
Fourteen of these fathers were "born" Catholics, five were converts to the
Catholic faith, and six were non-Catholic. Of the fourteen "born" Cstholic

fathers, seven had their child enrolled in public school and seven were in a




parochial high school.
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Of the five fathers who were converts and had over

thirteen years of education, four had a child in the public school, one in

Catholic school. Six fathers were non-Catholicj five of the students were in

public school, one in a Catholic school.

nothers with higher education were checked.

The same trend was found vhen the

A completed high school education

for the parents does show a relationship with attendance at a parochial school, |

but parents with lesa than, or more than a high school education did not show

this direct relationship.

It is evident, then, that college education among

these Catholic parents does not necessarily bring a greater appreciation of, or

desire for, Catholic education for their children,

TALULE XXXV. STUDENTS'ATTELNDALCE AT PUBLIC GR PAROCHIAL SCHOOL BY AMOUNT ALT

TYPE OF EDUCATION OF THE PARENTS

Amount of Education

Type of Education

of Parents : of Parents
)
Type of achool | Both hes. | Neither he.s.’' Both Catholic| Both public
attended by . graduates graduates | school ; school
student 4 ‘ f
! | |
| o. | Per | No. § Per  lo. | Per  Ho. Per
: . Cent . Cent | Cent | Cent
! ‘ { | | f
Publie 25 45.4] 19 | 70,3 3 | 17.6 | 37 | 68.5
Parochial 130 5450 8 ¢ 2906 U | 82.4 117 1 3L.5
— | | .
Totals i 55 99,9/ 27 99.9 17 | 100.0 . 5 100,0
{

i

|

i i

There are more Catholic fathers among the non-high school graduates, but

vhen the percentage of fathers who attend weekly liass is computed, the fathers
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who completed high school are far more faithful to this religious duty than
those who are not high school graduates. The same trend is evident for the
vass attendance patierns of the Catholic mothere and of the atudents‘nhose
parents are voth high school graduates although the differences are not as
great. F¥rom Table XXXVI, then, it is possible to generalize that the Catholic
parents in this study who had received at least a high school education were
also the more faithful in weekly Mass attendance than were those with less
than a high school education. However, this is not offered as a causal expla-
nation since completion of high school also is related to nationality backgroumd
The more recent immigrant groups have, in general, less education but are salso
less reguler at lYass attendance.

Of special note here is the fact that the type of education received, that
is, public or parochial, by the fathers in this study does not seem to have
rmuch relationship with weckly Mass attendance. Catholic fathers with both a
wvholly Catholic and a wholly public school education attended lass in the same
proportions (71 per cent). For the mothers, however, those with a Catholic
educational background do show & much higher adherence to the practice of
attending lass weekly (Table XXXVI).

This matter of lass attendance can alsc be viewed for a family as a unit.
For the reasons and criteria established, see page 51, Chapter II. Involve=-
ment in the Catholic Church by commitment to Sunday Mass as a family practice
(Pable XXXVII) is higher for those in which toth parents were educated in the
Catholic schools. Another important relationship on Table XXXVII, page 118,
is the amount of education of the parents. If both parents are high school

graduates, the religious consensus within the home regarding Sunday iass appeexs
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PABLE XXXVI., RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AKD MASS ATTxNDANCE OF PARLNTS ARD CHILD BY
AMOUNT AKRD TYPE CF EDUCATIOK OF THE PARILTS

e = : - —
) Amount of Education Type of Education
! of Parents of Parents
| ;
heligious ~ Both hes. |[Neither h.g. |Both Catholie! Both public
affiliation | graduates graduate school ! school
and ﬁ ;
iiass attendance f J ;
i No. Per Ko. | Per Ho. Per | No. Per
| Cent | Cent Cent - Cent
Fathers | 1
Catholic ; 47 85.4 1 25 | 92.5 | 17 100.0 ! 48 88.9
Weekly Mass (a) 41 | 87.2 | 14  56.0| 12 | 70.6 34 | 70.8
No Weekly Mass{a) = 6 12.8 11 44.0 5 29.4 14  29.2
; ; i g
Non-Catholic 8 4.5 2 = T.4 6 | 11.1
Hother: f ‘ :
Catholic 52 94.5 | 26 96,3 | 17 100.0 53 | 98.2
Weekly Mass () |46 | 88,5 | 20  76.9| 16 | 94.1 41 . T7.4
Ko Weekly lYasa(a) & 6 11.5 6 23,1 1 . 5.9 12 22.6
fon-Catholic 3 5.5 | 1 3.7 } 1 1.9

Child (all are Catholic) |

Weekly Yess 52 945 25 850 15 | 88.2 49 90.8
No weekly Mass 3 55 4 4.8 2 | 11.8' 5 9e3
Total in § ; | ; ;
each category i 5% T | 17 54 i
i |

(a) Percentages here computed on total number of Catholics in the group,
not on the total group.

to be much more unified (67.3 per cent) than is true of the families in which

neither parent is a high school graduate (44.4 per cent).
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Amount of education of the parents does not seem to be of great importance
in investigating the religious sub-community pattern, communal involvement,
{explained on page 50) of these students, but the investigation of the type of
education of the parents does indicate that children of Catholic-educated
parents have stronger relationships with Catholic relatives and friends than do
those whose parents were educated in the public schools,

TALLE XXXVII. ASSBOCIATIOKAL OR COLLUNAL INVOLVEIENT OF STULLIT AID FAVILY BY
‘ ANOUKT AMD TYPE OF EDUCATION OF PARENTS

e M N A
e —— m — T — e ——

Amount of education Type of education

of parents of parents
Religious Both h.s. | leither h.s. |Both Catholic| Both public
involvement graduates graduate school school
of family (a)
Ko, Per Hoe Pex Now Per Ho. Per
' Cent Cent Cent Cent
‘|Associationals
High 37 67.31 12 44.4 | 12 T70.6 | 30 556
Low 18 32,7 15 5545 5 29.4 | 24 44.5
Communal s
High 26 47.3| 13 48,1 | 11 64.7| 25 46.3
Total each category 55 27 17 54

(a) See explanation in footnotes, Table IX, page TO.

In checking for the variables which related with a response of "leas
interested" (li=16) on the question of the students' religious interest now as

compared with five years agso, Table XXXVIII shows that students whose parents
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have the least education or were not educated in the Catholic school system
respond with the greatest porcentage of negative answers to this question.

PABLE XXXVIII. PRESENT RELIGIOUS INTERLST EXPRESSED BY STULLHTS BY ANOUNT AND
TIPE OF LLUCATION OF THL PARINTS

Amount of education Type of education

of parents of parents
Interest in religion Both h.s. |Neither h.s.| Both Catholic| Both public
now as compared with graduates graduate school achool
{five years ago

Ko. Per Ho,. Per Ho. Per No. Per

Cent Cent Cent Cent
¥ore interested 34 61.8 11 40t7 11 64 07 28 51.8
As interested 15 27.3 9 333 6 353 | 20 37.0
Less interested 6 10.9 7 25.9 6 11.1

Totals 55 100.0 | 27 99.9] 17 100.0 | 54 99.9

Devotionalism (the orientation which seeks personal and direct communica-
tion with God) was categorized aakhigh in one of three students. Ko variable
examined gave evidence of significant relationships with this commitment except
Catholic education for both parents; 58,8 per cent of these students were high
in devotionalism, while 24.1 per cent of the children of parents educated in
public school were rated high in devotionalism. (See page 53 for an explanation
of this orientation,)

Fifty-five of the 128 students in the study felt they have the right to

disbelieve or doubt the teachings of the Church. Omnly two variables showed
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important ranges of differences; the type of school of the student was one, and
this has been presented in Chapter III, Table XIII. The second variable to
show differences is the amount of education of the parenta. Twoe-thirds of those
whose parents had not completed a high school education responded that they did
have the right to disbelieve or doubt the teachings of the Church, while 43,6
per cent of the children of parents who had completed at least a high school
education responded in this way.

0f the variables examined for association with membership in Church-

affiliated organizations, students who were of northern or western European
background (44.6 per cent) and those whose parents were both high school grad-
uates (43,6 per cent) did perticipate in Church-related activities more often
than did those students of eastern and southern European background (32.7 per
cent) or whose parents had less than a high school education (29.6 per cent),
ihe type of education which the parents had received showed less difference in
responses,

Attitudes toward Marriage and Family Life. Further examination of the

age which these students felt was most suitable for marriage for young people
today showed that the nationality groups differed more than any other set of
variables. Those of southern and eastern European descent favored an average
of 22.4 yesrs as the best age for a boy to marry and 20.6 for girls; while
those of northern and western European descent had averages of 21.5 and 20.2
years respectively.

The moat notable differences of opinion on the question of personsl
autonomy ve. personal heteronomy occur in the responses according to national-

ity descent., Two-thirds of the students of northern and western Luropean
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descent chose thinking for self above obedience while less than half of the
students of eastern and southern nationalities did this (66.1 and 47+3 per
cent Jo

Besponses to the two contradictory statements about the outlook for the
Tuture for yount people today shows that etudents whose parents were educated
in the Catholic schools were the more optimistic ebout children having a wonders
ful future (70.6 to 59.3 per cent). Of importance also is the finding that
3740 per cent of the children of none~nigh school graduates felt that it was
hardly fair to bring children into the world because of the future, while 7.3
per cent of those whose parents were high school Zradusates said this.

As mentioned in Chaptexr IIT, question 33, investigating the ties with
relatives or friends, was a diffiocult preference for many studenta. Those of
families from eastern and southern burope chose i{ies with relatives as most
important almost twice as often as tiee with friends., This group also had the
greatest number of students who gave no response.,

About half of the students whose parents had both graduated from high
school chose "ties with friends™; those whose parents had not completed high
were much more inclined to answer "ties with relatives® (Table XXXIX, page 122)

Type of education of the parents seemed #o show little difference in response,

Images of Other Groups. Those of southern and eastern European back-
ground expressed more negative attitudes toward iegroes than those of northern
and western European deacent. This was particularly evident on the question
of Negroes getting too much power in this country and in checking on the
reasons why they approved or oppesed integrated neighborhoods. See Table XL

for this information,
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TABLE XXXIX. CHOICE OF TIES WITH RELATIVES OR TIES WITH FRIILS BY FATIOHALITY
BACKGROUND OF FATHERS ALD BY AMOUNT OF LDJUCATION OF PARENCS OF STUDENTS

Ethnic Origins Amount of Education
of parents
Cheice of Horthern, Southern, Eoth hese. Feither h.s,
ties western eastern graduates graduate
Burope Burope

' No. | Per | Ho. | Per  Wo. | Per | No. | Per
? Cent Cent Cent | Cent

With relatives 27 | 41.5] 28 | 50,9 19 | 34.5| 16 | 59.2
With friends 3 | 523 15 | 27131 27 | 49| 8 | 29.6

4 6.2{ 12 21.8 9 16.4 3 5 1l1.1

ko response

Totals 65 100.0 355 100.,0| 55 100.0 | 27 93.9

Table XLI indicates that students whose parents have the least amount
of education more often gave & response which indicates a poor image of the
Protestant, Jewish, and legro minority. The students from homes where the
parents have both attained a high school diplome were more likely to express
a favorable image of all three groups. Kot only amount of education, but
type of education of the parents seems to be important also. Catholic education
of the parents shows & definite relationship with more positive images of Jews
and iegroes than does public school education of the parents.

The second phase of this minority group image study concenirated on
attitudes toward integration of schools and integration of neighborhoods. Ac-

cording to Table XLI , students whose parents both had & high school education
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TABLE XL. IMAGE OF DEGROLS AS GETYING "TO0 MUCH POWER"™ BY LTHNIC ORIGINS

-
’ Korthern, Western Eastern, Southern
Europe Europe
liegroes getting
to0 much power?
; Hoe Par : Noe Per
| Cent ~ Cent
Yes 18 277 : 29 527
No j 46 70.8 3 24 - 43.6
Ho response ‘ 1 ; 1.5 ? 2 - 3.6
Total . 65 ' 100.0 55 ©99.9
Attitude toward Negro j : ‘
#1. Positive j 27 © 415 ‘ 20 | 3644
#2. Qualified Positive 10 1544 ﬁ 10 © 18,2
#3. legative 12 ; 1805 ! 9 16.4
#4. Strongly Negative 3 4.6 ' 10 18,2
#5. Uncertain or | ; : §
no response ! 13 20.0 f 6 ' 10.9
Totals 65 100,0 i 55 1 100.1
i

or were both educated in a Catholic school were consistently more willing to
accept integration of schools and neighborhoods than were other students. The
patterns are clear, and the ranges of difference wider here than in any other
variables used for this question., Table XLI will be found on page 124.
Economice. HMany studies have documented the fact that Catholics in
America have not adapted to our acquisitive society in the same way as other
religious groupsj this study has also found evidence of differences within
some subgroups of Catholics, Those variables which showed an apparent relations

ship are presented in the following paragraphs.
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PABLE XLI. IMAGE OF PROTESTANT, CAYTHOLIC, JEWISH, AND HKEGRO GROUPS AND ATTIPULH
FOWARD INTEGRATID SCHOOLS AND NELIGHBORHOODS BY AMOUNY AND TYPE OF EDUCATION OF

PARLNTS
Amount of education Type of education
of parents of parents
Images of other Both h.s. |Neither h.s. |Both Catholic | Both public
groups and atiitude graduates | graduate school school
toward racial
integration
Yo. Per Ho. Per o Per Yo Per
Cent Cent Cent Gent
Groups having or
getting “too much power”
Protestants-~Yes 4 Te3 5 18.5 2 11.8 6 1l.1
Catholics--Yes 4 T3 1 3.7 1l 59 5 9.3
Jewg~~Yo8 7 12.7 7 25.9 2 11.8 {12 22.2
Negroesw-Yes 18 32.7 | 13 48.1 2 l1.8 | 22 40,8
Favors 5
Same schools 35 6306 ¥4 4404 ! 13 7605 30 55.6
Separate schools 20 36.4 | 15 5545 4 23.5 | 24 44.5
Negro in block disturd
you? |
Yes 12 21.8 | 12 44 .4 3 17.6 {18 335.4
Ko 30 54,5 | 11 40.7 | 11 64.7 | 24 44.5
Don't know 15 2}.6 4 14.8 3 1706 12 22,2
Attitude toward Negroes
#l. Positive (a) 23 41.8 | 6 22,2 9 52.9 |19 35,2
#2. Qualified Positive| 9 16.4 3 11.1 4 23,5 7 13.0
#4. Strongly Negative| 5 9.1 7 25,9 1 5.9 | 9 16.7
#5. Uncertain or
no response 9 16.4 6 22,2 1 5.9 7 13.0
Totals in each
category 55 27 17 54

(a) See page 89 for an explanation of these categories.
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The students whose parents had both graduated from high school responded

with & positive attitude toward work by a percentage of 45.4, while the none
graduates! children showed 29.6 per cent with positive attitudes (Téhle XLII),
Hegative attitudes did not differ much for these two groups. In many studies
the amount of education has had somewhat of a relationship with, or parallel
to, social claess. This does not seem to be the case here., The responses
according 1o social class are reversed; that is, 36.5 per cent of the middle
class and 46.0 per cent of the working class students had a pogitive attitude,
1t appears that those who would be least likely to have positions of economic
advancement and responsibility offered to them, that is, working class utudents,
are those who express a greater vernal appreciation for these activities.
Could it be possible that those parents who did complete high school Yut have
renained in the working class have instilled this positive mentality in their
children? Bui why are the children of those who are in the middle class l@sé
likely to have a positive attitude toward work?

Using Lenski's concept of the classical and. popularized version of the
Protestant Ethic, parental education in a public school does show a higher
relationship with the classical concept (51.8 to 23.5 per cent if parents are
eduoated in parochial school) of chooging work which is important and gives a
feeling of accomplishment., The same trend can be noted in the responses
sccording to type of education for the children themselves although the differ-
ences are far less (51.5 per cent for public school Catholics, 43.8 for those
in parochial school). Could this indicate that there is a new concept of the
Frotestant Ethic"in the younger generations of Ameriecan Catholics or & recent

shift of emphasis within the public or parochial schools?
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Catholic school education of both parents was associated with selecting
"chances for advancement" as the advantage most preferred in a job (Table XLII),
Lenski believes this choice expresses a middle ground between the classical and
popularized concept of the Protestant Ethic.gs ¥hen the type of education of
the students was used as the variable of investigation, differences between
{the public and parochial school students were only 3 per cent.

TABLE XLII. ATTITUDES TOWARD WORK AND OCCUPATIOHAL FUTURE BY AMOUNT AXD TYPE
OF EDUCATION OF PARKNTS

Anount of education ! Type of education

of parents 3 of parents

Attitude toward
work, and
work values

Both h,s. |Heither h.s. Both Catholic | Both public
gradustes graduate - 8school school

lo, Par No. Per Ho. Pexr Fo. Per

Cent Cent Cent | Cent

! |

Attitude toward work: f x |
Positive 25 | 45. | 8 | 2946 T | 4.2 (24 | 44.5
Heutxal 20 3644 | 11 40.7 6 35.3 | 20 37.0
No response 4 73 5 18.5 1 59 5 93

Yost prefer in a Jobi i ; ; |

High income 10 18.2 | 3 11.1 2 11.8 10 18.5
Ho danger of being é ;

fired 4 Te3 | 2 T4 3 17.6 , 2 36T
Short hours 1 l.8 1 3.7 1 5.9 |
Chances for advancement 13 23.6 | 9 33.3 1 41.2 12 22,2
Work's important and z :

gives feeling of | ;

accomplighment 27 49.1 1 11 | 40,7 4 23.5 | 28 51.8
Ho response 1 3.7 2 3.7
Total each category |55 27 17 54

%Iﬂmu’ Xev, edup Ps 89,
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Amount of education of the parents is the variable which shows a high
relationship to the students! intentions of gaining further education after
high schoolj 62.9 per cent of those whose parents are not high schabl graduates
and 96.4 per cent of those whose parents are high school graduates intended to
continue their formal education after high school,

Table XLIII confirms Tsble XXV, Chapter II1IX, in the finding that the paro-
chial school attendance is sssociated with selection of productive and con-
structive lelsure time activities while the public school Catholics attending
CCD classes and those whose parents attended public school select self-indulgent

sctivities more frequently.

PABLE XLIII. USE OF LEISURE TIME BY AMOUNT AND TYPE OF EDUCATION OF THE PARENTH

Amount of educstion Type of education
of parents of parents
How students would Both h.s. |Neither h.s. |Both Catholic| Both publie
use leisure time graduates graduate school school

Ko. Per o, Per to. Ter 5o, Pey
Cent Cent Cent Cent

Self-indulgent
activities 17 30,9 | 13 48,1 5 29.4 | 29 537

Produetive and cone
structive activities | 36 65.4 | 11 40,7 | 12 T0.6 | 24 | 44.5

ko reasponse 2 3.6 3 11,1 1 1.9

Totals 55 99.9 | 27 99.9 | 17 100.0 | 54 100.1
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Studenta' spending-money patterns are of interest for they show that
students whose families originated from southern and eastern Furope (with less
educational background, more recent immigration, and presumably lovér OCCUpa~
tional status in America at this time) and those whose parents were educated
in the public schools, averaged over eighty cents more spending money per week
(33.26 and $2.96, respectively) than those from northern and western Europe
(82.37) or those whose parents were educated in a Catholic school ($2.10).
About three-fourths of the students in each of these groups earn part or all
of this money themselves,

Politica. On the gquestion of the welfare state policies, there was a
relationship between the responses of students whose parents had completed at
least a high school education and the belief that governmental action was
"about right" on employment problems, housing, and social security (Table XLIV)
Those students whose parents had not completed high school were much more in-
clined to respond that the government was not doing enough. A similar pattern
of differences emerged in the breakdown according to type of school attended by
the parentss sophomores whose parents had both had a Catholic school education
gave responses mere like those of the parents who were high school graduates
and public school responses peralled those of the non<high school graduate
parents,

Table XLIV also indicates that the educational wvariable which shows &
possible relationship with a response of "yes" or"uncertain® that the govern-
ment should take over big industries like the railroade and steel in&ustries;
is education in the public school system for the parents (16.7 per cent). No

other variable irn the study showed this much approval of such a view of the

state functions.
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OF THE PARENTS
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ATTITUDES TOWARD THE WELFARE STATE BY AVOUNT ARD TYPE OF EDUCATION

Amount of education

Type of education

of parents of parents
Governmental action
on housing, Both hes, | Neither h.s. Both Catholic | Both public
unemnployment, - graduates graduate achool school
social security i i
'No. | Per | No. | Per Yo, |Per | lo. ! Per
; Cent Cent | Cent | | Cent
Too much ) 9.1/ 1 | 3.7 1 5«9 f 2 | 3.7
About right 33 60,0, 10  37.0 10 58,6 121 | 38.9
Not enough i 17 30,9 16 | 59.2 6 35¢3 31 | 57.4
Should the gov't 3 ; E
take over bi | f f :
industries? %;) ; [ [
Yes 3 509! 1 | 3.7 ! |1 13,0
No 14 25.4 9 | 33.3 6 ' 35.3 | 22 40.8
Uncertain 5 18.5 ; 2 3.7
No response 1l ’ 3.7 [
Total students in 55 27 17 54
each category I

(a) Computed for those respondents who replied that the government was
not doing enough.

No one of the variables used showed a range of difference of more than 9

percentage points on the question of "very much" thought given to world probe

lemss on the response of "very little" the amount of education of the parents

ghows the only significant differences in views as it also does on the idea

that the United States is spending too much abroad.

at the top of page 130.

Table XLV ia

rresented

More liberal interpretation of the Bill of Rights in the matter of
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TABLE XLV. ATTITUDE TOWARD WORLD PROBLEWS BY AMOUNT OF EDUCATION OF THE PARENTS

both h.s. graduates leither h.s. graduate

Thought given
to
world problems Kumber Per Cent Kumber Per Cent
Very great deal 12 21.8 6 22,2
Some 40 72.8 15 5545

Totals 55 100.1 27 99.9
eSS spending too
much to help others?

Yes 5 90 1 7 25 . 9

freedom of speech is very definitely associated with Catholic education for
the parents (Table XLVI) just as it was for the Catholic students now attending

Catholic schools (Table XXX).

Preference for a president who is slower to get things done but who does
abide by the rules and regulations (Table XLVI, also) appears to increase in
proportion to the amount of education of the parents of these Catholic students
in the study. Table XILVI is given on page 131.

The summary questions, seeking a direct subjective evaluation of the
influence religious beliefs should have in everyday life, are reported in
Table XLVII, There is no consistent pattern according to the amount of
education of the parents, but Catholic education of the parents does show
relationships with an increased appreciation of religious values in daily

living particularly in the area of voting for candidates and laws and in
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ATTITUDES TOWARD FREEDOR OF SPEECH AKD RESPECT FOR CORSTITUTIONAL

GOVERNVENT BY AMOUNT AND TYPE OF EDUCATION OF THh PARINYS OF THE STUDENTS

mn
o

Attitudes toward
government

Amount of education
of parents

Type of education
of parents

Both h.s.
graduates

Neither h.s.
graduates

Both Catholic
school

Both public
school

Per
Cent

Per
Cent

Yo, ¥o.

No.

flo. Pexr

Cent

Perxr
Cent

Activities permitted

by the Bill of Rights:

Speeches criticizing
what the Pres. does?
Yes.

Others maks speeches

against your reli-
gion? Yes.

Speeches in favor of
Communism? Yes,

Type of man preferred
in the White House:s

Tekes longer to do
things, but abidss
by the rules and
regulations.

Total numbers upon
which percentages are
computed

45

35

45

81.8

18

16

19

16

66.6

59.2

70.3

59.2

15

13

82.4 | 40 74.0

76.5 | 33 60.1

88.2 | 39 72.3

76.5 | 39 72.3

55

27

17

54

choices of friends.

The question of “religion and “politica" seems to revert

into a "religion vs. politics" issue for many of these Catholic sophomores.
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TABLE XLVII. AMOUNT OF INFLUENCE RESPONLENTS FELT THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS
SHOULD HAVE Ok RECEEATION, OCCUPATICH, VOTING, CHOICE O FRIXIDS, BY AMOUNY
AND TYPE OF EDUCATION OF PARENTS

Amount of education Type of education
of parents of parents
Influence of both h.s. |Heither h.s. |Both Catholic | Both public
religious beliefs graduates graduate school school
Yo, Per No. Per fio. Pex Ko Pex
Cent Cent Cent Cent
Choices of amusement:
Very much 26 47.% | 13 48.1 | 10 58.8 | 21 38,9
Sonme 23 41.8 | 8 29.6 7 41.2 | 2% 46.3
A little 4 Te3 3 11.1 ] 9.3
lio influence o1 1.8 3 11i.1 2 BeT
Ho response 1 1.8 1 1.9
Daily occupation:
Some 19 34.5 | 10 37.0 6 135.,3 |23 42.6
A little | 6 10.9 2 T.4 3 1 17.6 5 9.3
Bo influence l 1.8 3 11.1 f z 546
Ko response 1 1.8 1 57 |
Voting for laws and f
candidates: i
Very much 8 14.5 5 18.5 3 '17.6 8 14.8
Some 17 30,9 | 9 33,3 | T |4l.2 |13 24.1
A little 10 18.2 | 3 1.1 | 3  |17.6 | 8 14.8
Ho influence 19 3445 9 3343 4 123.5 25 46.3%
Ho response 1 1.8 i 3.7 !
Choice of friendss !
Very much 15 27.3 7 25.9 5 ; 29.4 | 12 22,2
Some 19 34.5 | 11 40,7 | 12 T0.6 | 25 46.%
A little 12 [21.8 | 4 |14.8 | 10 | 18.5
Ho influence 8 1405 5 18.5 ! 7 1300
No response 1 1.8
Total for
each category 55 27 17 54




In the last chapter an attempt will be made to generalize from these
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findings to see if any significant snd consistent patterns do emerge from the

study of these varisbles discussed in Chapters iII and IV,




CHAPTER V
SUMNARY AND CONCLUSIONS OF THE STUDY

The Problem, Hypotheses, and Method. The general question which motivated
this study has been implied or stated in much of the recent literature on
private and pnblie school education, the contributions of Catholics to the
American way of life, and--of special interest to Catholic educators--the
effectiveness of Catholic elementary and secondsry scheols in imparting the
teachings of the Church to Catholic young people in addition to the general aims
of preparing young people to live effectively in our society.

There are some who say that the development of a Catholic educational 8yS-
tem in America was unfortunate or, less kindly, a serious detriment to the aims
and ideals of true democracy in the "melting pot™ of the world. There are
others who admit that the Catholic schools served a very useful purpese within
the immigrant ghettoes of the growing metropolis of the last hundred years.
Catholic schools gave an acceptable education and, probably of more imporiance,
a sense of security to the parentes and children whom they served. The parents
trusted the administrators and teachers of the Catholic schools and turned
their children over to these schools to do the job of Americanizing the children|
which they, the parents, were not in a position to do themselves., But, this
latter argument continues, those needs have been met, and so the functions of
the Catholic schools are now at best a duplication of the public school servicesd

Catholic parents are more highly educated now, they also know their religion

134.
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better, the argument continues. The child can be taught religious principles
in the home and at weekly religion classes. The Catholic school is too expen-
sive, t00 restrictive, and too authoritarian for our democratic way 6f lifey
it should be discarded just as immigrant Catholics have renounced their foreign
language and customs as they are assimilated intoc the American culture.

Ignoring here the religious function of the Catholic school, these srgu-
ments presume that the public schools do the job of socializing Catholic
children--of teaching them how to live in the complex political, economic, and
social milieu of modern America--as well as or even far better than the Cathe-
olie schools can,

But who really knows for sure that this is fact? Do Catholic educational
methods and aims oppose, or at least, obstruct somewhat the development of
"good" citizens of this world while they are developing "good™ Catholics? Has
the Catholic school system in many ways outlived its usefulness? Is it too
expensive an investment for the returns it zives?

These are pragmatic and reasonable questions, and ones which Catholie
educators and Catholic parents have asked and are asking. Sociological specuw
lation as to the impact of religi;us comnitment upon other aspects of daily
living-~economic, social, and familial~-for example, has recently received
greater attention also., There is recent emphasis on the institutional aspects
of man's interrelationships with other men: public and private educational
ingtitutions have received scant attention from a sociological perspective in
the past.

The area is almost unexplored and this study is limited in scope. No

clains are made for general answers to the above questions. It is hoped,
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however, that the study will be of value in clarifying some of the inpressions
and vague generalizations which have for so long been a substitute for facts
with regard to the education of Catholic children in the public or Cétholic
gchool systen.

It was not the aim of the study to prove that Catholics attending one
school system or the other are "better" because of the school system in which
they were socialized. EHather, it was the purpose of thie thesis %0 examine somé
of the characteristics, that is, background, attitudes, and practices, of a
group of high school sophomores who have had a Catholic school or public school
education. What do these Catholic students from either school system belleve,
and how do they claim they would act when faced with economic, gociul, and
political forces in their daily lives? What are their genersl characteristics,
how are they @imilar, in whet ways are they different?

The research wae planned to study a group of sophcmore high school students
who were Catholice and atteuding either a public or & parochial high school
within the same geographical area used by Gerhard Lenski in the 1958 Detroit
drea Study. These 15~ and l6-year-old sophomores were identified ss "Catholic®
by their attendance at a Catholic parochisl high school or at Confraterunity of
Christian Doctrine religion classes offered weekly to students in the same
parish who are attending public high schools., Eight parishes with parcchial
high schools were randomly selected and the toial questionmaires administered
to the two groups and returned to this writer amounted to 465 in the eight
parishes., One hundred twenty-eight questionnaires were selected from this
group, 64 from each school system, on the condition that they meet the followe

ing criterias etudeunts lived with both parents and had been enrolled in the
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public or Catholic school system for at least the last eight consecutive years.
Students must be Catholic, must be 15 or 16 years old, must reside within the
parish boundaries and must have indicated the occupation of the father clearly
enough to establish social class according to this one factor as used by Lenski
in his study. The two groups, public and parochial, were then matched as far
es possivle according to the sex of the respondent and social class by occupge
tion of the fathsr., For a more complete explanation of the reasons for adopte-
ing these limitations, see Chapter II.

Sixty-four males and 64 females were included. Twenty-six students from
each achool system were from middle class families and 38 from each type of
Bchool were members of working class families.,

The questionnaire, directions to the student, and those to the teachers
who administered the survey are given in Appendix II. The survey was plamed
to obtain data in the four areas examined by Lenski; that is, a description of
the socio-religious group, economic attitudes and behavior, political beliefs
and opinions, and attitudes toward family life. Most of the questions used
were adapted from the Detroit Area Study as is indicated in Appendix II.

From much of the most accepted literature available in the area of social-
igation of the child, it was possible to form the following primary hypothesis:
1. The responses of these students will differ more in relation to their
socio-economic background than they will according to the type of education of
the students, that is, public or Catholic sochool.

Of secondary importance are the following hypotheses which were used to
clarify the value of Hypothesis Ones 2, Differences in responses are related

more to eihnic groups than to type of education of the student. 3« DLiffer-
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ences are related more %o the type of education of the parents than to yresent
type of education of the students. 4. Differences are related more to the
amount of education of the parents than to present type of education of the
student,

Hypothesis One--Discussion and Conclusion. In Chapter 1II the first

hypothesis was examined according to social class and type of school atiended
by the Catholic student, that is, parochial or public, The hypothesis did
hold true on s few descriptive factors, particularly revolving around economic
issues. Or, to say this in snother way, responses of the students in the mide
dle class differed from those in the working class by a larger percentage than
did those of the same group of students when tallied by type of school attended
in the following areas:

Middle class fathers averaged almcst three years more education and the
mothers averaged a little less than one and one-half years more formal educa-
tion than did the working class parents.

Of those families in which “another adult® was present, twice as nany were
working class as middle class,

As would be expeoted, the middle class students expressed the intention of
acquiring further formal education after high school graduation more frequently
than did those of the working class,

The middle class students earned all or part of their own spending money
with greater frequency (82.7 per cent) than the working class students (68.4
per cent). Students in the two school systems differed by less than 2 percent-
age points, 73.5 for public school and 75.0 per cent for parochial school.

Hypothesis One was rejected in the following cases because the responses
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of the students differed more by type of school attended than by social class,

liore favorable images of the Jewish and Hegro group, and greater verbal
acceptance of integrated schools and integrated neighborhoods were éxpressed by
students in the parochial school than those in the publie school. In explaine
ing why they felt as they did with regard to integrated reighborhoods, there
was a difference of about 19 percentage points (48.5 and 29.7 per cent, respect4
ively) between students in the two schools on category #l, (Brotherhood or
equality)j category #4 (Just don't like them) showed 1.6 and 20.3 per cent
respectively. When these same two categories were examined by social class,
the differences were 2 per cent in each case (40.4 $0 38.1 per cent and 9.6 %o
11.8 per cent respectively). Category #3 (Negroes don't take care of the
neighborhood, etc.) showed no differences for either type of variable, and
responses on category #2 (If educated, OK) and #5 (Confused, or nc response)
showed equal difference according to social class or type of school attended.
The parochial school responses paralleled the more favorable responses of the
middle class while the working class and public school students showed similar
responses and these tended to be more negative,

In the investigation of the attitudes toward welfare state activities,
analysis showed 1little difference between the middle class and the working
class, Analysis of the same three items by type of school attended indicated
that the parochial school students were consistently less inclined to favor the
welfare state concept than were the public school students,

On the three gquestions relating to the interpretation of the Bill of
Rights in the granting of freedom of speech to criticize the actions of the

mresident, to speak against the Catholic religion, and to make speeches in
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favor of Communiam, the public school Catholics were consistently less willing
to grant that these actions were permissible to Americans than were the parochie
al school students. The percentages were 75,0 to 87.5; 57.8 to T0.33 and T1.9
to 8l.’srespectively, in granting thcse freedoms to others. The middle class
and working class students showed little differences on the three questions
(82.7 to 80.35 65.4 to 63.2; and 78.8 to 75.0 per‘cent, respectively ).

The public school students! families were smaller in nusber than those of
the parochial school students; the mean number of children per family was 3.3
for the public school Catholics and 4.4 for the parochial school students. The
mean difference computed according to social class was +2 (3.9 and 3.7 fdr the
working and middle class,respectively).

Also, in description of the background or characteristics of the two grcug4

the hypothesis was rejected in the following instances:

The studentas'! attendance at a public or parochial school showed a high
relationship with the type of education the parents had received. If both
parents had been educated in the public school, the chances were two-to-one
that the child would be in public schoolj if both parents had attended Catholic
gchool, four out of five times the child was also enrolled in a religious
school.

Parochial school attendance was more closely associated with a tendency to
affiliate with some organization or club in connection with the Church.

A high degree of associational involvement was more frequently associated
with attendance at parochial school (76.5 to 43.8 per cent for puﬁlic 8chool j§
and communal involvement for the two school groups was 73.5 to 28.1 per cent

for parochial and public schools, respectively. Analysis according to the
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social class brought only small variation,

The responses also rejected the hypothesis on such religiously oriented
questions as the following: an expressed increase in interest in religion was
higher among parochial school students; almost two-thirds of them as compared
with about two-fifths of the public school students were "more interested™ in
religion now than five years ago. The differences in responses on this item
according to class were lems than ten per cent.

Attendance at public school by these Catholic sophomores was related to &
greater acceptance of the concept that they have a right to disbelieve or doubt
what the Church teaches as truth,

The parochial school Catholica expressed a greater acceptance of the at-
titude that religious ideals should influence our work, politics, and friend
ships.

Attendance at a Catholic school also brought more frequent choice of a
religious school for the future education of the children of the respondents.

The expressed judgwent that shopping on Sunday as well as divorce were
usually or always wrong showed higher relationship with attendance at parochial
8chool; the smallest difference between the students of the two types of schoolg
on these two issues was 13 per cent. The largest difference expressed aceordin#
to social claes on the same items was 6 per cent.

The question about the most important thing for a child to learn to pre-

pare him for life brought very close to parallel responses when analyzed accords
ing to social class. Type of school showed wider differences especially when
only the first choice of the students was considered. Both groups chose "think¢

ing for oneself® with equal frequency (48.3 per cent) while another 37«5 per
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cent of the parochial school students stressed obedience and 29.7 per cent of
the public school students chose "helping others" for their first choice.

¥hen asked which meant more to them, "ties with relatives or ties with
frienda," preferences for "ties with friends" has a greater range of differ-
ence betwsen students according to type of school; and somewhat surprisingly,
it is the parochial school studente who responded "ties with friends" more
often than did those in public school (4849 t0 34.4 per cent).

The remainder of the issues studied either showed little difierences or
the differences between the variables were approximately equal but indicated
a cross-variable pattern. That is, the responses of students from one type of
school showed greater agreement with, or a relationship with, the responses of
one of the two social classes, while the other itype of school showed a parallel
or agreement with the responses of the other social class.

Since it was the purpose of this study to discover whether there were
greater differences according to type of school or to social class, these re-
lationships by cross-variables proved interesting but not relevant to the
hypothesis as stated. Time and length of this paper have dictated omission
of these findings here.

Other Hypotheses--Discussion and Conclusions. Hypothesis Two sought to

find if the differences in attitude and behavior and background are related
more t0 ethnic groups than to type of school the student is now attending.
“"Ethnic groups" as it was used in this analysis divided immigrant nationalities
into two categories. The first included those from the British Isles, Sweden,
Finland, Jermany, France and Belgium. The three Canadians in the study were

algo included in this category. The second category included students whose
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fathers' origins were in Poland, Russia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Italy, Lebanon,
and Syria.

The same items which had been checked according to social class and type
of education were now compared according to these general ethnic-geographical
groupings and type of education of the students. A few items were found to
show a more direct relationship with ethnic groups than with type of school
attended,

The amount of education of the fathers differed greatly. Twice as many
fathers of eastern and southern European background did not complete hizh schooll
as compared to the northern and western Europeans.

Study of the immigrant generation of the students showed that over four-
fifths of those of northern and western European background were at least fourth
goneration Americans while a little over half of the other group were fourthe
generation or over.

Ties with relatives were twice as strong among the eastern and southern
Furopean group as ties with friends. Thie group was also conspicuous in the
fact that over one-fifth of them gave no response to this question. The stu-
dents of northern and western European origins were more inclined to prefer
ties with friends and very few of them did not respond to this question.

¥hen the first and second choices on the moat important thinge for a child
to learn to help him in later life were examined, the students of northern and
western European background emphasized thinking for oneself to & greater extent
than the other ethniec group., The differences, when Lenski's either/br evalua-
tion was used, were very siriking. Wwhereas the public school and parochial

school students had difterences of about three per cent on choosing thinking for
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oneself over obedience, the difference was 19 per cent according to ethnic
groups.

On the question investigating the amount of money the studenis could spend
weekly, those of southern and eastern Kuropean origins averaged almost ninety
cents more than the other ethnic sub-group. The students in both groups earned
part or all of this money with about the same frequency.

The belief that Hegroes are getting too much power in this country showed
& wider range accoréing to ethnic background than type of school attended. The
students whose fathers were of southern and eastern Buropean origins were slmost
twice as likely as the northern and western Buropean group to think that legroes

were getting too much power (52.6 to 27.7 per cent). The differences accord-
ing to school attended were about 11 per cent. However, the expressed attitude
with regard to Hegroves shows less differences between the ethnic groups than
between the students in the two types of schools attended when the subject of
integrated schools and neighborhoods is examined, and when the attitudes are
categorized as to gradations of favorable or unfavorable toward the Negro.

In summary then, Hypothesis Two did hold true more particularly in those
areas which are usually associated with wore recent or remote immigration and
more or less assimilation into the "American™ cultureg that is, kinship patterng
of association, amount of education of the fathers, valuation of obedience as
opposed to thinking for self, and belief that Kegroes ars getting too much
power in this country. In all other areas the hypothesis could not be proved
in this study.

Hypothesis Three invesiigated the relationship between responses of stu-

derts whose parents were educated in public scheol or parochial school and then
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compared these responses with the patterns noted according to type of school
attended by the student, Only those students who came from families in which
both parents had attended only a public school or Loth parents had atiended only
a Catholic school were used for the parental education group. The 57 students
(of 128 in the total group) who noted that either or both of their parents had
attended both mchool systema at some time were not used in this phase of the
study.

The only nationality group which seemed to show a strong positive relationd
ship with a unified Catholic education of both parents was from Irelend. Very
few of these couples had received & unified public school education,

Devotionalism of the student showed its widest and only important varie-
tion when the {type of education of the parents was considered. VWhile 58.8 per
cent of the students whose parents had both been educated in Catholic schools
were rated high in devotionalism, 24.1 per cent of those whose parenis had both
attended public school were high in this orientation. Yet, the percentages for
the students themselves according to their type of education were 34.4 and 32.5
per cent, respectively. This may possibly indicate a sample biss, a new
emphasis in CUatholie education, or some other factor which was sifted out with
the parentsal mixed education group which was not uaed for this snalysis.

Public school education of the parents has a strong relationship with a
belief that hegroes are gstting too much power in the United States (40.8 to
11.8 per cent for children of Catholic school parents); the percentages are
43.8 and 32.8 according to the type of school the student now attends; that is,
public or parochial.

The same type of generalizatiou regarding parental education can be made
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in each of the other areas of the group images expressed. Parochial school
education of both parents definitely showed a greater relationship vith accept~
ance of integrated schools, integrated neighborhoods and positive rather than
negative comments on the equality or brotherhood of Fegroes and whites,

Work values of the students differed on two particular itemsi the parochial
school education of the parents showed relationship with more frequent choice o:
chancea for advancement, the percentages on this item were 41.2 and 22,2 per
cent, respectivély, for parochial and public education of the parents as OppoSex
to 29.7 and 26.6 per cent by type of school attended by the students. The
children of couples educated in public schools more often chose work that is
important and gives a feeling of accomplishment. The reaponses here were 5ley
per cent for the children of public school parents as opposed to 23.5 per cent
for the children of parochial educated parente. In the study of the responses
according to the type of school attended by the students themselves, the choice
of work that is important and gives & feeling of accomplishment was made by
51.5 per cent of the public school students and 43.8 per cent of the parochial
school students.

Children of parents who both had a public school education averaged
eighty-six cents more far spending money weekly than did those of parents from
Catholic schools ($2.96 to §2.10). This is a reversal of the relationship
shown according to students' type of school (§2.67 to §2.88, respectively).

¥When questioned about the degree of governmental action now exsrted on
various social problems, the public school students were more inclined to say
that not enough is being done (48.5 to 36.0 per cent)., According to the type

of education of the parents, the differences were even wider, with well over
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half (57.4 per cent) of the students of parents educated in public school as
compared with about one-third (35.3 per cent) of those of parochial background
replying that the governpent is noiv doing enough.

in selecting a productive~constructive, as compared to self-indulgent, use
of leisure time, the children of parents educated in the Catholic school did
this in over 26 per cent more cases than did their counterparts, studentz whose
parents were educated in public schools (70.6 to 44.5 per cent)., The responses
according to type of school of the siudents themselves were 57.8 and 4845 per
cent for parochial and publiec school students, respectively.

This whole presentation of the comparisons according to type of education
of the parents and type of education of their children indicates very clearly
the elusive "¢wo confounding factors™ which Lenski lists in his discussion of
the consequences ol attending Catholic schools: 1. Strongly Catholic parents
may select Catholic schools for their children and, therefore, the Catholicism
of the children cannot be credited entirely to the influence of Catholic schoolsq
and 2. There is a great deal of interaction between those Catholics who receivel
a Catholic education and those who do not.96

These two factors apparently do lzad to an acculturation process among
[Catholies as the Catholic and public school influences are diffused in the
fsocial interaction and intermarriage pattern among Catholics. Therefore, it
Leems to this writer that any siudy of the consequences of attending Catholic
Echﬁels must attempt to conscientiously and rigidly control the variables which

ring about or assist this diffusion, Studies in which "more than half of their

%I.enski, Ps 242,
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education in a Catholic school®” is defined as Catholic education and "half or
less in Catholic schools" is considered public education, are not limiting
enough in their definition of either Catholic or public school education., This
methodology was sufficient for the purpose of making a& pioneering breakthrough
in an almost unexplored area of social relationships, but it will not be justi-
fied in any future studies of this area.

Hypothesis Four sought to investigate the relevance of another educational

variable, the amount of education of the parents as compared with the type of
| education of the students. The "amount of education” variables included only
two polar groups: those students whoée parents had both graduated from high
school as compared with those students who reported that neither parent had
completed high school. The remaining 46 students who stated that one parent
had graduated from high school and one had not, or that they did not know how
much education a parent had received, were not used in this part of the study.
The following items appeared to be of importance.

Ties with relatives appeaxr to have a much stronger importance for the
students whose parents have not gradusted from high school, while ties with
friends are more frequently the choice of those students whose parents are high
school graduates. The percentages by amount of education of the parents on
this question of ties with relatives were 34.5 and 59.2 per cent for high
school graduates' children and non-graduates' children, respectively, while
parochial or public school attendance by the student showed a five per cent
difference (43.8 to 48.5 per cent).

In the analyuié by amount of education of the parents of the belief that

it is hardly fair to bring children into the world the way things look for the




149.
future, 37.0 per cent of those respondents whose parents had not graduated from
high school agreed with the sbove statement, and 7.3 per cent of those whose
parents had graduated from high school said this. The responses by type of
school, public or Catholic,were 18,7 and 12.5 per cent, respectively.

The hypothesis seems verified in examining one nationality group, that is,
in those families where the father waé of southern or eastern European backe
ground. The‘pare&ntages here of parents who did not complete high school was
over twice as large as the percentage of parenis who did, 70.3 to 27.3 per cent
Differences in response on this factor according to type of education of the
student were very small,

The same pattern was obperved in the examination of immigrant generation
in America. Almost one-half (48.1 per cent) of the students who reported that
both parents werse not high school graduates were second- or third-generation
Americans while 89.1 per cent of the students whose parents were both high
school graduates were in the fourth generation or more.

Amount of education of the parents was also more signifioant than type of
education of the students in expression of a positive attitude toward work.

The children of high school graduates gave responses which indicated thet they
liked work more frequently than did the children of non-graduates (45.4 t0 29.6
per cent ).

Of course, the children of high school gradustes were much nmore intereasted
in gaining further education after completing high school (96.4 per cent) than
were those whose parents had less than a high school education (62.9 per cent }.

Children of the more highly educated parents also liked school better

(8048 to 62,9 per cent). Type of school attended by the students brought no
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difference in percentages on this guestion (71.9 for both groups).

In choice of productive and constructive in preference to self-indulgent
leisure-time activities, the responses by type of school atitended were 48,5 to
57.8 per cent for public and parochial students, respectively. Checked by
amount of education of the parenis, it was 65.4 to 40.7 per cent for high school
v, non«high school graduates! children,

Asked if the United States is spending too much money abroad helping other
countries, the students indicated that the amount of education of the parents
was more significant than type of school attended by the student. That is,
25,9 per cent of those in homes where the parents are non-graduates agreed that
we are spending too much abroad while 9.1 per cent of the high school graduates'|
children said this. While 21,9 per cent of the students attending parochial
schools agreed with this, 15.6 per cent of the public school students did so.

The yreference for a president who abides more strictly by constitutional
law showed differences of over 22 per cent; students of more highly educated
parents stressed this most frequently (€1.8 to 59.2 per cent).

Summary Remarks. This sample of high school students who are Catholic and
are attending either a parochial hich school or public high school and weekly
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine classes, did differ greatly in many of the
respenses according to the five sets of variasbles used in this study, namely;
type of school attended by the student, social class as determined by the
father's occupation, ethnic-geographic sree of father's origin, type of educa-
tion of the parents, and amount of education of the parents,

Fewer marked differences were found in the comparisons between the working

class and middle class responses.
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A variable which showed rather striking differences in responses on a nume
ber of items was the sub-groups divided according to ethnicagGOgraphio area of
the fathers' immigration. Ethnic background is a factor which has been shown
to have important relationships with social class factors and degree of "Ameri-
canization" in some studies and, at least in this study, appears to be meaning-
ful in areas which are often simply termed "religious". It may seem incongruoud
to some that a group of predomirantly Catholic families with & common faith
could differ greatly on religious guestions when ethnic background of the fathen
is considered. lio effort was made to assess ethnic "mixing® since no inguiry
about the mothers! nationality descent was made.
Amount of education of the parents (distinguishing two groups in which
both parents are high school graduates or neither parent is a high school
graduate) also is clearly associated with social class in most sociologlcal
writings. In this atudy the differences between the two educational levels
were evident in some areas usually associated with social class and others
generally considered religious.

Social class, ethnic background, and amount of education of the parents
did not{ show important relationships in as many different arees as did the pub-
lic or Catholic education of the child or of his parents. The following table,
Table XLVIII, gives the percentages on a few of the queations betwsen the two
sub-groups in each of the five varisbles studied. This table does not list all
of the dependent variables which were studied but simply gives a broad overview
of the differences end similarities of responses in some of the areas of the

atudy.




TABLE XLVIII. COMPARISONS OF PERCENTAGES FOR SOHE VARIABLES ACCORDIRG TO THE FOUR HYPOTHLSES

Type of educ.| Social Class| Ethnic Group | Type of educ.| Amount educ,
of student of parents of parents

Item Paro- |Public | Mid. |Vork. | N. We | S. E. All All h.s. not
chial Europe| Europe| Cath.| public| grads | grads

Neb4 | Nw64 | HNeH2 | K76 | N=65 | NeB5 | H=l7 | N=54 | H=55 | N=27

Immigrant gensration

Second 4,7 | 1.6 1.9 | 3.9 3., | 3.6 | 11.8 _ 1.8 | 3.7
Third 18,7 | 28.1 15.4 | 28.9 12.3 | 40.0 11.8 | 33.4 9«1l 14444
Education of father-- -
Less than h.s. grad. 375 | 4649 21.2 | 56.6 29.2 | 58.2 41.2 | 4643
"Oatholic” Father 93.8 8509 8406 95.4 8301 9812 100,0 88.9 85'4 92.5
#Catholic® Mother 98;5 95.4 94-2 9807 9308 100,0 100.0 9802 94;2 9603
Associational Involvement ' ‘ '
ofagggglz (weekly kass) T6.5 | 43.8 55.7 | 63.2 64.6 | 52.6 706 | 55.6 67.3 |44.4
Communal Involvement of
B:ﬁmre student 73.5 28,1 48.0 52.5 52.3 54.5 64’7 4603 4705 48.1
Right to disbelleve,doubt
teﬁihings of Church’ 2ed | 51e5 4C.4 | 44.7 41.5 | 41.8 52.9 | 44.5 43.6 | €6.6
Al ually wrong= ’ ' ' 3 '
gizga§?bz§ineag ® 64.1 | 46.9 51.9 | 57.9 56.9 | 4%.1 98.4 | 51.9 54.5 | 44.4
Divorce 93,7 | T5.0 86.5 | 83.0 87T | 7199 94.1 | 8l.5 87.2 | 814

*2a1




TABLE XLVIII. (continued) COMPARISONS OF PERCENTAGES FOR SOME VARIABLES ACCORDING TO THE FOUR

HYPOUTHESES
=u-====a==================f=====#========q===== — —— S G eS| ‘
Type of educ.| Social Class | Ethnie Group | Type of Fduc.| Amount educ.
of student of parents of parents
Item Paro | Public | Mid. |Vork. |5. We | S.E. 411 A1l h.8. not
chial kurope | Europe | Cath. pu@lic grads | grads
N=64 | N=64 H=52 | H=T6 k=65 | E=55 Hed7 | NeB4 =55 | N=27
Attitude towerd FHegroes
in neighborhood
Positive 48,5 | 29.7 40.4 | 38.1 41.5 | 36.4 52.9 | 35.2 41.8 | 22.2
Strongly ﬁeg&tive ' 1.6 2005 9.6 11.8 406 18.2 509 16.7 9.1 25.9
Tfncl!rtaini 0 response 1205 1807 3-1;5 18.4 20,0 10.9 509 1500 1604 22,2
Ties with relatives 43.8 | 48.5 40,4 | 50.0 41.5 | 50.9 4741 | 48.1 245 | 59.2
Ties with friends 46.9 | Z4.4 4044 | 40.8 523 | 2743 41.2 | 37.0 49.1 | 29.6
Ho response Ged 1702 19.2 92 6.2 21.8 11.8 14.8 1654 11.1
¥ost important for child
To think for self 5643 | 5944 63.4 | 57.1 66.1 | 47.3 58,8 | 50,0 60.0 | 51.8
Attituﬁe to wrk“"POSitive 40t6 43.8 3605 46.0 46.2 5604 41’2 4405 45-4 2906
Future job--important and
givea feeling of
aecemplismnt 43:8 5105 55:7 4201 44.6 5206 23.5 51.8 49:1 4007
Gthers have right to
speak against your
religion 70.5 57.8 6504 6502 69'3 63.6 76.5 60.1 6306 59'2

14
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Digcussion of Lenski's Detroit Area Study. Iuch of Chapter VI of-The

heligious Factor is devoted to a discussion of the findings in the Detroit Area

Study of the "Consequences of Attending Catholic Schccls.“97 "Consequences®
is a rather presumptuous word, implying a direct cause-effect relationship
which i8 not verifiable in many ceses. However, lenski does preface his find-
ings by a discussion of the selective process involved in attendance at a Cath-
olic school, a notation of the importance of parental influence in this matter,
and of the importance of interaction, and consequent reciprocal influence, be=-
tween Catholics educated in public schools and Catholics educated in Catholic
schools.

The two categories which he used for this analysis were: {A) Those who
received more than half of their education in Catholic schools, and (B) those
who received half or less in Catholic schools. The categories used inm this
present study for a Catholic or public education were much more restrictive.
Students were considered to have a Catholic or public school education if they
had attended only Catholic or public schools for the last eight years, that is,
from a? least grades 3 to 10b, the grade the respondents were in at the time of
the study. All other students were eliminated Ifrom the study.

No attempt has been made to reconcile the differences in responses found
in this study as compared with the Detroit Ares Study. However, the more not.
able trends which agree will be stated as well as the definite issues on which
the two studies do not concur.

In background, the two groups, students in Catholic school and those in

97Lenski, ppe 240-253. All references in the remainder of this chapter
are taken from this socurce.
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public school, differed in a number of ways. The attendance at the parochial
schools by those of northwest buropsan paternal descent was 58.4 per cent as
opposed to those of eastern and southern European nationalities, 4%5.4 per cent.
This trend agrees with Lenski's findings of 46 and 28 per cent, respectively,
for his two adult groups.

Vieekly Mass attendance for the students in the two school systems differed
by only 4.8 per cent, 95.4 to 90.6 per cent, Catholic and public schools,
respectively. Weekly Mass attendance for the Catholic fathers of these same
students was far less, 86.6 and 63.3 per cent. For the Catholic mothers of
these same students, the percentages were 90,5 and 78.7 per cent. These per-
contages are higher than those of the Detroit Area Study, but follow the same
pattern of relationship of higher Mass sattendance for those affiliated with
Catholic education., It must be remembered that this study contains only Cath-
olics who are committed to the Catholic Church, at least to the extent of send-
ing their children to religious instructions. Families in which no commitment
to Catholicism is shown other than claiming Catholic religious affiliation are
not included in this atudy as they were in the Lenski study.

Lenski found that Catholics with a Catholic education were more orthodox
than those with a public education. His percentagea were 68 to 56 per cent.
The percentages in this present study were 95.4 to 87.5 per cent. The differ-
ences here may be partly attributable to a re-wording on the questions used to
investigate this orientation. (See pages 52-53, Chapter II.) The immaturity
of the students and selective quality of the group would als¢ be factors of ime
portance.

In the Detroit Area Study it was found that Catholic education also appaar?
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to increase somewhat the possibility that Catholics will adopt a devotional
orientation. In this present study & 2.4 per cent difference was noted accord~
ing to the present education of the students; 34.4 and 32,8 per cent for paro-
chial and public school students, respectively. However, when responses were
checked according to the type of education of the parents in this same study,
the percentages were 58.8 and 24.1, respectively. ‘This raises the gquestion
of the possibility of a uew emphasis (or de-emphasis) in the Catholic schools
within the last generation.

In agreement with lLenski's findings, this writer noted a high relationship
between Catholic education and Catholic subcommunity involvement, The Detroit
Area Study revealed that 44 per cent of those who had received a Catholic edu-
cation were highly involved in the Catholic subcommunity and 32 per cent of
those who did not have a Catholic education were highly involved. This present
study showed a 45 per cent difference between students in the two school
systems, 73.5 to 28.1 per cent, respectively.

Lenski found that the images of Protestants, Jews, and Negroes were vir-
tually unaffected by the type of school Catholice attended. On this issue the
findings of this study do not agree with those of the Detroit Area Study. 7The
pesrcentages for the expressed unfavorable image of Jews getting too much power
was T.8 in Catholic school children to 20.3 per cent for public achool Catholicsg
for the Negro it was 32.8 and 43.8 per cent, respectively. On the guestion of
their approval of integration of neighborhoods, the responses were 51.5 and
40.6 per cent. When the comments of the students on integration of neighbore
hoods was categoriszed, the percentage diiferences vetween the two groups reach-

ed 18 per cent differences on two of the five categories; that is, on selsction
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of the concept of equality and brotherhood of all men, and on the definitely
expressed negative attitude toward liegroes. (See Table XLVIII, page 153.)

In each of the above issues, it was the Catholic students enrolled in the pub-
lic schools who expressed the more negative image of the other groups.

Adult responses of the Detroit Area Study on the evaluation of divorce as
alwaye or usually wrong were 73 and 60 per cent according to school attended;
the teenage responses of this present study reached 93.7 (Catholic school) and
75.0 per cent (public school). These findings substantiate Lenski's conclusion
that Catholic education does seem to strengthen the commitment (at least, ver-
bal commitment, of individuals to Catholic teachings particularly in the area
of family life.

Among the Catholic adnlts in the Detroit Area Study, no difference was
noted with respect to the attitude toward Sunday business according to Catholic
or public education. Among the teenagers in this study, the difference was
17.2 per cent: while 64.1 per cent of the students in Catholic school felt
Sunday business was always or usually wrong, 46.9 per cent of those in public
school responded in this way. When the question was resiructured to personal
shopping for eclothing and furniture on Sundays, the percentages increased to
67.2 and 54.7 per cent. On both of these moral issues, divorce and Sunday
shopping, the higher percentages were those of the students in Catholic schoolsg
these responses were more in keeping with Catholic teachings on these issues.

The middle class men with a Catholic education in the Lenski study were
less likely to hold positive attitudes toward work than were their public
school counterparts. OSince there were only 64 boys in the entire study and 41

of these were in the working claes, the group was too small to subdivide
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according to middle class and type of education. An analysis done with each
of the two variables separately did show, however, the same general trends as
noted in the Lenski studys i.e., the public achool boys and the working class
boys did show a positive attitude (40.6 and 41.5 per cent) toward work with
greater frequency than did the parochial school or middle class males in this
study (25,1 and 21.7 per cent), Vhen the sophomore girls® responses were in-
cluded, the margins between the groups were not as wide but the trend is still
in the same direcfion (see Table XXIIl). Lenski pinpoints this as one of the
sources of the difference between Catholics and non-Catholics in vertical mobild
ity.

lenski found that a Catholic education increased the probability of Cath-
olice shifting to the Republican party. He attributes this to a response to
appeals to traditional morality of Republican candidates scquired through years
of exposure to the Catholic system of education. The responses in this present
study suggest that Catholics may also find the appeals of traditional individe-
ualism and rejection of welfare state concepts as push-or-pull influences which
could possibly lead to shifte in party preference., This is a presumption, of
course, because the party preferences of the families in this study were not
examined.

In agreement with the Lenski study, this author found Catholic education
in the present study was linked with less inclination to give a great deal of
thought to world problenms (20.3 t0 26,1 per cent); but, in opposition to Lenski'g
findings, humanitarian tendencies in the area of foreign aid were not related
to present attendance at Catholic schools but with attendance at public school.

While 21.9 and 15.6 per cent of the students felt that we should not give
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financial aid abroad, the responses checked according to the type of education
of the parents brought a reversed pattern. The children of Catholic-educated
prarents favored financial aid to foreign countries more frequently than did
the children of parents educated in public school (94.1 to 87.0 per cent). Is
this, too, a new emphasis or lack of emphasis within the parochial schools or
sinmply a quirk of sampling since the differences here are not too great?

lenski found no appreciable differences in the area of freedom of speech.
Three questions were asked in this present study on interpretation of the Bill
of Rights; two of them paralleled Lenski's gquestions and one of them was
definitely sharpened (see pages 55-56). Contrary to Lenski's findings, differ-
ences were shown on all three questions. The right of criticizing what the
president does was accepted by 87.5 (Catholic school) and 75.0 per cent (public
school )3 the right of others to speak against one's religion was permitted by
70.3 and 57.8 per cent, respectively; and the right to make speeches for Come
nunism was allowed by 8l1.3 and 71.9 per cent, respectively. In each case it
wag the psrochial school group which was more willing to grant the liberal
interpretation ¢f the Bill of Rights.

In Lenski's study, adultes in the Detroit Area were “"overwhelmingly in
favor of the man who follows the rules” as the type of candidate they would
prefer to see in the White House., Ninety one per cent in the Lenski study with
Catholie education favared this and 81 per cent with public education. The
responses for the Catholic sophomores were not 8o "“overwhelmingly® in support
of constitutional govermment although they followed the same general pattern
(79.7 and 71.9 per cent). Even checking the responses according to the type

of education of the parents did not clarify the trend here, for the responses
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were very similar to those already given here according to the type of educatiom
of the children. ‘

Among Detroit adults 68 per cent of those with a Catholic education valued
ties with relatives more than ties with friends, while 65 per cent of those
with a public education did this. The teenage responses brought the opposite
pattern and far less agreement with this preference. The Catholic school
students' choice of ties with relatives was 43.8 per cent while 48.5 per cent of
the public school students made this choice of relatives in preference to
friends.

The sophomores in this study who are attending public school were & little
more inclined to choose thinking for oneself over obedience (59.4 per cent to
56.3 for Catholic school students) as the wost important thing for & child to
learn. The responses are not strikingly different, buit follow the same trend
&8s was noted in the Lenski study,

lengki's finding that the family size did not differ according to type of
education in his group is not substantiated by the responses of this study;
the students in Catholic schools are from families with & mean number of
children of 4.4, while the public school students reported a mean number of
543 children in their femilies.

In summary, it is possible to say that the findings of this present study
of & group of Catholic teenagere in Detroit agreed in general with the Detroit
drea Study on the patterns of attitude responses in relationship to public
education and Catholic education in the following instances: nationality backe
ground; lass attendance of child's parentsj Catholic subcommunity cohesionj

moral evaluation of divorce as always or usually wrong; positive and negative
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attitudes toward workj; amount of thought given t¢ world problems; preference
for a man who follows constitutional government in the ¥hite Housej choice of
obedience over thinking for oneself as the most imporfant thing for a child %o
learn.

This study did not concur with the Lenski study in these areas: images
of Frotestants, Jews, and hegroes, and acceptance of the idea of integrated
schools and neighborhoodsj Sunday business practicesi interest in giving finan-
cial aid to foreign countries; interpretaiion of the Bill of Rights regarding
freedom of speechj preference for kinship group or friends; and family size.

Limitations of the Study and Suggestions for Further Hesearch. One of the

areas in which the writer feels that this study is limited is the delineation
of wmocial class by one factor, the occupation of the father. Since income would
not be available on & study such as this, then possibly the amount of education
of the mother and father would be a second factor to use here.

Also, this sample is not representative of & complete cross-sectional groug
of teenagers who are Catholic., It is restricted to one metropolitan area and
to students who are committed to Catholic education to the point of attending
gither a Catholic school or CCD classes for religious instructions, There are
presumably other high achool students who are Catholic and attend Mass on Sun-
day but do not attend Catholic high school or CCD classes.

The fact that the survey was done within Catholic auspices by religious &
lay teachers would offer a question of possible bias although every effort was
made to negate this possibility.

There were & nunmber of areas which showed promise of interesting and

possibly significant results but which had to be bypassed for various practical
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reasons. Associational involvement in the Catholic Church and communal involve
ment in the Catholic subcommunity suggest an avenue of investigation of nany
possibla’insights into "Catholic" daily living., Instead of using an either/br,
high/low rating in this investigation, a high, average, low evaluation might
prove more fruitful. Also, it seems to this writer that the two commitments
might be combined for a clarification of some of the differences noted among
Catholics. For example, Catholics who are hizh in associational involvement
and high in communal involvement could be expected to differ significantly from
Catholics who are high in associational and low in communal involvement.

Yo atterpt was made in this study to determine the stability of family
life for the general population of Catholic students in the two echools. Does
attendance at & public school by a& Catholic child show a relationship with lack
of parental unity due to death, divorce, or separation? Alsc, how do Catholic
studente from these “broken" homes differ in responses from those in which
there is parental marital unity, particularly if it includes parental religious
unity?

Also, what relationshipes are tc be found between all-Catholic education,
all-public education, and "mixed"™ education of Catholic students or their
rarents? A few samplings made by this writer showed that the "mixed" education
group did not simply take a stand between the responses of the all-Catholic or
all-public school groups on all guestions.

Does all-Catholic education from grades 1-8 and public high school educa-
tion present more significant differences or public education from grades 1-8
combined with Catholic high school education?

As sugrested on page 142, the responses of the students educated in Cathe
olic school and those of the public school should be examined for their




163.
cross-relationships with social class responses.

In the area of Catholic and public education for Catholics, further study
on a large national scale has recently been initiated through the Kational
Opinion Research Center of the University of Chicago in cooperation with the
University of Notre Dame. Financed by a Carnegie Corporation grant, researcherd
include Father Andrew Greeley, Gerhard Lenski, and Terry Denny, whose works
have been among the pioneering explorations of this whole area of Catholic and
public school education,

It is hopad that interest in this previously neglected area of sociological
and religious inquiry will continue to grow and be of value to both sociologistd

and Catholic educators,
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APPENDIX 1

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED I THIS STUDY

ACSR American Catholic Sociological Review

ASR ~ American Sociological Review

CCh Confraternity of Christian Doctrine

HCEAB National Catholic hducation Association Bulletin
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APPENDIX II

THE QUESTIONNAIRE: SOURCE OF EACH ITM! MARKED ACCORDING TO CATEGORIKS

EXPLAINED IN CHAPTER 11, PAGES 47-48

DETROIT TEEMAGE SURVEY
Explanation to Detroit teenagers: This questionnaire looks long and compli-
cated at first, but that is because there are only seven or eight questions on
& page. These questions are a part of a study which is being done on the
opinions and interests of students in high schools in the Detroit area. It
covers many subjects, such as politics, family life, recreation, and religion.
We feel it is important to understand the ideas of these teenagers who will
soon take their place as a part of the adult population., As you will notice,
some of the questions can be answered by simply checking a nuuber or selecting
an answer; but not all guestions can be made that simple. Some of them will
need a statement from you in order to be clear. Do not bother with a complete
sentence when you feel that you can give the answer in a few words or phrases.
Please do try to make yourself clear, though, 8¢ we will have an accurate
record of your views and some facts about life around you.
There are no right or wrong answers. We Jjust want your honest opinions and
ideas on these important topics. Some of the questions may not seem as clear
as they could be, 80 if you feel that you want to write a comment on a question
or add another answer, please do so., That is why we left 8o much room on each

page.
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Fotice that we have purposely omitted your name and address from the question
paire so that you will feel particularly free to express your opinigna and
?deas. Your teacher is not going to use the questions or answers, they are
peing used in o study being done in a university in another city.

THABX YOU FPOR YOUR TINE, INTEREST, AND COOPERATION.

Source
See pg. 47-8.
B. Boy Girl Grade Age Rece 11
E. How many brothers and sisters do you have altogether, including any
who died after birth? I

How many adults are there in your home? (Do noi count your older
brothers and sisters in this). What relation are esch of II
these adults to yon? (for example: Mother, Father, Uncle, Grand-
mother, friend of the family, etc.)

P. In how many other cities or areas have you lived? II

. Fleasse show the years you attended public or parochial school by
circling the grades:

GRAMMAR SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL 11
Public School 1, 24 5,4, 5,6, 7, 8 1, 2, 3, 4,
Parochial School 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1, 2, 3, 4,

Pp. Vhat ie the original nationality of your family on your father's

gide? I

Was your father born in the United States? Yes Your Mother? I
No Yeo Re

Were any of your four grandparents born in the United States? it

Yes (how many? )
Ho, none were born here

p. Circle the number in each group which shows approximately how many
years of schooling each of your parents completed., (This is some~ IIT
times a difficult question to answer; even if you cannot give an

exact answer, try to give ua an apyroximate answer.)

FOR YOUR FATHER: GRAMZAR SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL CTHER
Public school 1, 2y 3, 4, 5y 6, Ty 8 1, 2, 3, 4,
P&I'OChia.l SOhQOI. 1, 2' 3, 4; 59 6, 7, 8’ 1’ 2! 5! 4’

FOR YOUR MOTHER: .
Public school 1, 2y 3, 44 59 65 7y 8, 1, 24 3, 4,
Parochial school 1’ 2, 3, 4, 5' 6’ 7’ 8, 1, 2, 3’ 4’
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8,

9e

10,

11,

171,

We are interested in the kind of work and the places where the IX
parents of Detroit teenagers work. If your father is retired or

not living, tell what his ocoupation was; or, if you are being

brought up by some relative or guardian, what is the guardian or
relative's occupation? Or, if your mother supports your family

for some reason, what is her occupation?

Is this person your father, mother, guardian, etc.?
Does this person work for himselfs or is he or she:

employed by someone else or some company
What kind of company or business is it? (auto plant, supermarket,
post office, etc.)

¥hat is his or her perticular jﬂb? Please try to explain clearly
Juet what job is done.

Some people tell us that they couldn't really be happy unless they II
were working at some job or keeping house. But others say that
they would be a lot happier if they didn't heve to work and could
take life easy. Do you agree with the
lat statement
2ndé statement
Why is that?

¥hich thing on this list would you moet prefer in a job? e
—high income
no danger of being fired
working hours are short, lots of free time

chances for advancement
the work is important and gives a feeling of accomplish-

K

ment
All things considered, do you think that science is a good field I
for a young man to go into today?
Yeg
—Jio
Why ?
Scme people say the povernment should do more than it has in con- 11X

nection with problems such as housing, unemployment, social
security, and so on. But others say the government is already
doing too much along these lines. ON THE WHOLE, would you say
that what the government is doing now is:

too much

about right

not enough
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12.

15.

If you answered "not enough® on that question, would you like to
see the govermment zo so far as to take over and run the big
industries in this country such as the railroads, or the steel
industry?

Yes

¥o

Unecertain

Looking ahead to the day when you can vote, we're interested in
finding out what sort of man Detroit teenagers most like to see
in the White House as president. Would you prefer & man who:
Gets things done by never letting governmentel rules
and regulations stop him
Takes longer to get most things dome but generally
abides by the rules and regulations

In our country the Constitution guarantees the right of free
speech to everyone. In your opinion, does this include the
right for someone to make speeches criticising what the Pres-
ident does?

yes

no
Do you think that the right of free apeech includes the right
for someone to make speeches azainst your religion?

yen

no

In your opinion, does the right of free speech include the
right for someone io make speeches in favor of Communiem?
(5peeches only)

yes

no

Personally, do you think white students and colored students
should go to

the same schools

geparate schools

wWould you be at all disturbed or unhappy if a hegro with the
same income and education as you, moved into your block?
yes
——
don't know
Would you explain why?

How much thought have you given to world problems-~-things such as
our country's relations with Ingland, France, Russia, and other
countries? very great deel of thought
some thought
very little thought
o]

172,
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Some people say we are spending too much to help other countries 1T
and that we shouldn't spend a penny abroad except when we have to
in the interest of national defense. Do you
. Bgree
disagree

Do you think that you would be interested in going to some v
foreign country for several years and work in the Peace Corp

teaching the people how to improve their living conditions?

e8

L

16, Here is a question about children. If you had to choose, which II
thing on this list would you pick as the most important for a
child to learn to prepare him for life? Hark it "lst."

to obey

to be well liked or popular

to think for himself

to work hard

to help others when they need help

Please mark your second and third choices with a "2" and "3

|

|

|

Here is a statement which you sometimes hear people make. 11
"Children born today have a wonderful future to lock forward to."
Would you

agree with this statement

disagree

17. Do you intend to go to college? v
%o business school?
to a trade school?
one of the above

1]

Many students say that they hate school, but many others like it v
very much, 0n the whole, what would you say your attitude would

bes like school all the time

like school most of the time

neither like nor dislike it

dislike sohool most of the time

dielike school all of the time

|

|

|

168, What is your religion? I
19, W%hat is the religion of your father? II

Was this the religion in which he was raised? yes no II
20. W®hat is the religion of your mother? 11

%as this the re*igion in which she was raised? yes no II




21.

22,

23,

25,

26,

Looking back to the months of June, July, and August, about how
often, if ever, did you attend xeligious services or Msss in
your church or synagogue?
once & week or more
two or three times a month
once & month
8 few times
never

]

About how often, if ever, does your mother attend religious
services or Uass in her church or synagogue?
once a week or more
two or three times a month
once & month
a few times a yesr or less
never

|

|

About how often, if ever, does your father attend religious
gservices or Mass in his church or synagogue?
once a wekk or more
two or three times & month
once a month
a few times e year or less
Hever

|

|

In what organizations, clubs, and activities in connection with
your church are you participating this year? "Téxample: Teen
club, Sunday choir, Altar servers, etc.)

All things considered, do you think you are as interested in
religion now as you were five years ago?

as interested

more interested

less interested
Can you explain why?

Some people wonder whether there is a God. How do you feel?
Do believe there is a God
Do not believe this

Do you think God is like a Heavenly Father who watches over you,
or do you have some other belief?

Believe God is like a Heavenly Father

Have another belief. FPlease explain

Do you believe that God listens to people's prayers?

yes
no

—c——

174.
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28.

29.

30,
31.

32.

33

Looking back to the months of June, July, and Augusi, about how
often, if ever, did you pray?
more than once & day
once a day
several times a week
very seldom

w————

never
Y ———

|

Do you believe in a 1ife after death, that is, heaven and hell?
Js
no

Do you believe that in the next life some people will be punished
and others rewarded by God?

yes

ne
Do you believe that,when they are able, God expects people to
worship Him in their churches ETIRY weak?

yes
o

What do you believe about Jesua?
Jesus was God's only Son sent into the world by God
to save sinful man )/
he was simply a very good man and teacher :
have some other belief.

¥hen you have decisions to make in your everyday life, do you oOn=-
sider what God would want you to do?

often

sometinmes

never

Do you feel that you have the right to disbelieve or doubt some
things which your church teaches as truth?
8

i

0f those relatives you feel really close to, what proportion are
of the same religion as you are?
all of them
nearly all of them
gore than half of them
about half of them
less than half of them
none of them

|

|

|

|

|
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35.

36

31.

38,

39.

40.

41,

Thinking of your closest friends, what proportion are of the same

faith as you are?

all of them
nearly all of them
more than half of them
about half of them
less than half of them
none of them

|

|

|

Do you think that Protestants have too much power in this
country?
_yee

!5

Do you think that Catholics are irying to get too much power
in this country?

yes
no

Do you think that the Jewish people have been trying to get too
much power in this country?

yes

no
Do you think the Negro people have been trying to get too much
power in this country?

yes
no

(n the whole, which mean more to you, your
ties with your relatives
ties with your friends

From the moral standpoint, do you think it is wrong for & business

to remain open on Sunday?
alwaya wrong
usually wrong
sometimes wrong

never wrong

——————

Do you think the government ought to have laws against this?
yes
no

From the moral standpoint, how do you feel about divorce?
always wrong

usually wrong

sometimes wrong

never wron

I 8

L
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42,

43,

44.

45,

46.

47,

48.

49.

50.

If you had to choose, would you say that your family is in
the upper class
____the middle class
the working class
the lower class

What magazines or newspapers do you read regularly either in
school or at home?

Assuming that you marry and have a family, would you probably
decide to have your children attend a
blic school
religious school

Why?

If you attend & perochial or religious school, is it
in your own parish
in another parish

About how much spending money do you usually have for one week?
§ .

Do you earn any of this money yourself?
Yes, I earn part or all of it
Ko, I do not

At what age do you feel that young people of this modern generation
can get married and be successful in their marriage?

Age for a boy

Age for a girl

If you had a personal problem that worried you (for example, a
difficult decision to make), whom would you prefer to talk it
over with? (exampless member of the family, teacher, member
of the clergy, social worker, etc.)

Some people think that the children of workingmen have little
chance of becoming well-to-do and important businessmen, while
other people think they have a good chance. Would you agree with
the lst statement

2nd statement

It is often said that it is hardly fair to bring children into
the world the way things look for the future. Would you
agree
disagree

177.
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51.

52.

53.

25,

56,

5T1.

. Why?

How much influence do you think your religlous beliefs ghould have
in your choices of amusements such as TV, movies, and books?

very much influence

some influence

a little influence

no influence

How much influence do you think your religious beliefs should have
in your daily occupation when you are an adult?
very much influence
gome influence
a 1little influence
no influence

R

How much influence do you think your religious beliefs should have
in your decisions in voting for various laws and candidates?
very much influence
some influence
a little influence
no influence

AR

|

How much influence do you think your religious beliefs should have
in your choice of friends in your adult life7

very much influence

some influence

& little influence

i

no influence

Suppose a sixteen-year-old teensger were interested in some
worthwhile activity that gave him (her) little time to spend with
other teenagers. The things the others were doing were just as
worthwhile, but they don‘'t interest this particular teanager. Do
you think he (she) should

on with the interest
change to something that he (she) can do with other teen-

agers

From the moral standpoint, do you think it is wrong to shop for
furniture or clothes on Sunday? (Wrong for you, specifically)
always wrong
usually wrong
gsometimes wrong
never wWrong

We are interested in what students would do if they really had

free leisure time. Suppose you had graduated from high school, you

didn't have to work, and you had some extra money. Imagine this
started in the summer., List the thing you would want to do most.

THAKK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION IN THIS STUDY

178.
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APPENDIX I1I

SUGUESTIONS TO THE TEACHER WHO ADMINISTERS

THE QUESTIONHAIRE

(Time %o allow-~approximately 35-45 minutes; some students will need less

then this but allow enough time for all students.)

1.

2.

e
4.

Se

6.

Te

8.

Read the top directions sheet together, calling attention to the fact that
there are no right or wrong anawers.

Usually, do not encourage the studenta to ask questions bvefore the whole
group, but rather, go around and assist any student who asks your help in
clarifying a question. be very careful not to give him any hints as to
what would be a "good" answer, simply help him to underatand the question.

If any students want to explain an answer, encourage them to "write it in."

If the child is not living with his original parents, he should answer the
question as referring to the ®parents" he is living with at the present
time.

Do not allow students to compare answers or discuss the questions among
themaelves.

Students may hand in tests as they are completed. (You may want to have
an assignment ready for these students., )

Give the impression that this questionnaire is considered important and
that their answers are important, but do not show an interest in their
personal answers on the paper. This might cause the studenis to put dowm
an answer that you might approve of, rather than their own sincere opinion.

Please use the back of this directions sheet to jot down your comments
about the reactions of the students. We are particularly interested in
knowing which questions do not seem clear to the students. If there sre
phrases or words which a students asks you to clarify, please note this
on your copys

PHAKK YOU FOR YOUR TIME, INTEREST, AND COOPERATION.
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