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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

statement 25 the Problem

it is the writert's purpose to identify the attitudes of a sampls of
gatholic male lay teachers of Catholic boys high schools in the Chicago area,
which are a reflection of the refersnce groups to which they belong. Of
central importance ie the exploration of those patterns of relationship
between one's reference groups and the attitudes one possesses.

serving as an agent of soclalization, the high school teacher is
formally appointed or selected by the interested parties - the parents,
state and particular educational institution =« to cormunicate a set of
values to adolescents in preparing them for a pluralistic society. Since
the religious community as well as parents have at least the implied
confidence that those who teach possess a set of desired values, it will be
the purpose of this study, at least partially, to identify these values.

A comprshensive inquiry into the behavior of the high school teacher
as an agent of soclalization would be ideal; however, since the time,
financial resources and the setting is not available for such an undertaking,
a2 study in such depth is not possible.

However, the study does attempt to identify, in part, the attitudes
which are possessed by the teacher who serves as a functionary of

1l




2
socialization for pluralistic livinge By focusing cn the identification of
certain selected attitudes as being associated with certain socioe-aconomic
factors, the study hopefully will reveal attitudes which will represent a

crystallization of possible influences that bear upon the individual teacher.

Theoretical Implications

In attenpting to delineate those influences wiich may reflect upon the
attitude of the teacher, several questions emerge: What persons or groups
within the social environment of the teacher have significantly affected his
attitudes? Can it be generally acknowledged that onets behavior is
prominently affected by the groups of which one is & member? (r must there
exist the possibility that individuals frequently tend to orient themselves
to groups other than their own in shaping their attitudes?

Merton sheds some light on this question when he sugpests two distinct
frames of reference by which individuals acquire attitudes and evaluate their
own behavior.

the first is the "nornative type" which sets and maintains
standards for the individual and the second is the "comparison type"
which provides a frame of comparison relative to which the individual
evaluates himself and others . « « The first is a source of values
assimiiated by designated individuals (who may or may not be members

of the group). « « «The second is instead a context foi evaluating
the relative position of oneself and others, « « « « «

1
Robert Merton, Social Theory and Social Structure (Glencoe: The
Free Press, 1963), p. 203,




Merton's dichotomy sugpgests that individuals de not necessarily
internalize and maintain a sat of norms established by groups to which they
belong, but possibly acquire behavior patterns that are significantly shaped
by those groups to which the individual is not a part.

Newcomb gives further evidence that one's behavior is significantly
affected by groups to which he does not belong. In his classic study of
value~assimilation by col:ege students, Newcomb concludes that individuals
may elther assimilate or reject norms of the groups to which they belonge.
1f one is motivated to reject the norms of the groups to which he belongs, he
forms counter»norms.z 1t may be stated that when diverse and conflicting
pressures bear upon the individual, he may be motivited to acquire new norms
of groups to which he does not belong and establish @ frame of reference to
non-membership groups.

However, Williams indicates that onet's frame of reference accompanies
his nead,fbr group belongingness and group anchiorage. According to willlams,
individuals without stable social relationships and strong group ties remain
uncertain of their identity. williams contends that the need to conform to
the expectations of those groups to which the individual belongs creates
feelings of soelal distancs toward those groups perceived to be lacking in

3
matually acceptable normse.

2
Theodore M. Newcemb, Personality and Sccial Change (New York: Dryden
Press, 19L3), quoted in Merton, Gocial Theory and Social Structure, p. 300.

3R.obin Williams, Strangers Next Door: Ethnic Relations in American
Communities (Englewcod CIITTs: prentice-Hall-Inc., 195L), PpPe 19=20.
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what then is the individualts frame of reference lor the attitudes he
possesses? Is his behavior prominently affected by these groups of which he
is a member? Or perhaps does he, at least partly, reject the norms of his
membership groups and assume a broader frame of reference to include
non=-membership groups?

In an attempt to determine which reference individuals or groups an
individual identifies with, much is dependent upon the soclal milieu in which
he participates. The immediate social environment, constituted by the sccial
relationships in which the individual is directly engaged, may significantly
influence his perspectives; or perhaps the larger society, including public
figures with whom there is no direct interacticn, serves prominently as &
frame of reference for the individual.

Fenichel has observed that some individuals may experience a rapid
turnover of personnel in their immediate environment making enduring social
relationships impossible. Consequently, pecple who lack local reference
individuals may turn to more distant figures with whom they identify
themselvea-h

Assuming, then, that different reference groups have varying relevance

to the behavior patterns of individuals, one's group frame of reference will

hOtto Fenichel, The Psychoanalytic Theory of Neurosis (New Yorkt
We We Norton & Co.) p. 505, quo n Robert Merton Soclal Theory and Social
Structure, p. 30kL.




5
not have identical impact on the specified behavior patierns of individuals.

It night be argued, however, that specific frames of reference may be
relevant to segments cf an individual's values. For the purposes of this
study, it is necsssary to explore what particular kinds of values regarding
certain grovps are associated with specific frames of reference. poes the
high school teacher, for example, reflect any particular types of values or
prejudices seemingly related tc¢ his identification with such frames of
raference as his ethnic group, religious group, educational group or
community in which he lives? Ir applying Newcomb's conclusicns there is the
distinct possibility that the teacher will be motivated to resist the norms
and valies maintained by the community in which he lives, his ethnic group,
religiocus grovp or educational group and adopt norms and values of other
potential frames of referencs.

One might hypothesize that individuals who assimilate a set of norms
and values may be motivated to reject those norms and values or relate
negatively to a frame of reference which is perceived to be ideologically
opprosed to their own preferred frame of reference.

Perhaps, then, 3 teacher who assimilates those values in which his
community approves, or who Sccks to identify with the "values of the middle
class,” may be motivated to reject the values impllicit in the teachings of
his university or those values professed in the tsnets of his religion.

Similarly, a tsacher who establishes as his frame of reference, a

comnunity which attributes to him & low prefessional status may view his work




as & job and reject his educational group as a frame of reference.
Consequently, he may reject the conception of his role as a contributor to
the educational process in its social setting in terms of socializing the
student.s

With these introductory remarks, an attempt is made in this study to
examine responses to a4 guestiomnaire which was administered to high school
teachers in Catholic boys! high schools in order to examine responses for a
possible reflection of selected reference groups or membership groups con-
tribvuting to & "seeming® ethnocentrism and prejudice againgt Negroes, Jews
and the Church.

A group has been defined as"two or more people who bear an explicit
psychological relationship to one another,”6 or as a “collectionﬁof persons
who are bound together by a distinctive set of social relations.® (Qlmstead
has defined a group "as & plurality of individuals who are in contact with
one another, who take one another into account, and who are aware of some

8
significant commonality."

sJean D. Crambs, "The Roles of the Teacher® School and Society, aede
carl H. Gross, Stanley P. Wronski and John V. Hanson (Boston: D« Heath and Coe
1962), pp. 586-587,

6Dﬂvid Krech and Richard S. Crutchfield, Theory and Problems of Social
Psychology (New York: McCraw=-Hill Book Company, InCe. 49LEJs Pe

7L&onard Broom and Phillip Selznick, Scociclogy: A Text with Adapted
Readings (New York: Harper and Row, 1963), Pp. 3l.

8
pe 21,

Michael S. Olmstead, The Small (roup (New York: Random House, 1963),




7
However, when considering the concept "category" or "social category"
a noticeable difference is observed. The qualities cf interaction, psychologe
ical relationship or awareness of common membership seem to be lackinge.
Williams defines a category as a collection of individuals "having
only a vague sense of membership and & very rudimentary capacity for any sort
cf concerted ccllective action."9 Clmsteadt!s explanatiocn of the concept
stresses the assigning of persons to classgs or types on the basis of some
common characteristic such as age, sex, or;pclitical affiliation.
when alluding to the concept #frame of reference" or "reference group®,
this writer is not explicitly identifying a group but rather a category. The
term "reference groups™ is then somewhat of a misnomer. A reference group
is operationally defined as involving those categories, classes, or types
based on some common characteristics whose perspective the individual acguires
and through his participation forms attitudes and evaluates his behavior‘lc
In sharp contrast, the concept of "membership group" specifically
includes group properties. 1In addition to acquiring perspectives that affect
attitudes and behavior, the membership group connotes interaction according
to established patterns and psychological recognition as belonging to the
"eroup® by the other 'memberst,

Merton's explication on membership groups has led the writer to adopt

9‘%’1111&?{8, BEQ ﬁn, Pe 18,

loﬁe!‘ton, 2}30 E&., Pe 2830




the following definition of a membership group: A number of people who
interact with one another in accordance with patterned expectations of each

othert's behavior and who are regarded by the others as belonging to the
11
groups.

In a previous paragraph it was pointed out that Robin Williams believes
that conformity to the expectation of onets membership group or reference
group may create feelings of social distance to groups which are perceived to
be lacking in mutually acceptable normse. In this study such feelings of
social distance seemingly displayed by the high school teacher will be
suggested by their attitudinal response to selected statements on the
questionnaire focusing on Negroes, Jews and the Church,.

Thurstone has defined an attitude "as the sum total of mants inclinaw-
tions and feelings, prejudice or blas, preconceived notions, ideas, fears,
threats and convictions about any specific topic.“lz In attempting then to
discover the high school teachert's ethnocentric attitudes, we are seeking the
partial constellation of ideas and feelings that he possesses about Negroes,
Jews and the Church.

When considering that the particular culture man finds himself in shapes

the entire constellation of his ideas and feelings, it is likely that feelings

11
Ibide, po 285.

ledward A. Marciniak, "The Racial Attitudes of Students in the

Catholic Colleges of the Chicago Area" (unpublished Mastert's dissertation,
Department of Sociology, lLoyola University, Chicago), pe. lil.




of social distance will emerge toward specific groups percelived to be
ideologically in opposition to onets values or seem as *different® from
oneself. Such negative attitude or unfavorable disposition toward specific
and entire groups of persons has been referred to as prejudice by Cordon
Allport,

Prejudice has been defined as a "judgment without due examination of
the facts"13 or "a feeling favorable or unfavorable toward a person or

i
things prior to or not based on actual experience,” or "thinking 111 of

15

others without eufficient warrant.n

However, for our purposes, prejudice will be defined in the sense that
it implies an overcategorized, negative judgment about a specific yet entire
group of persons. Allport defines prejudice as:

an avertive or hostile attitude toward a person who belongs to a

group, simply because he belongs to that group and is therefore 16

presumed to have the objectionable qualities ascribed to the group.

Whether strong negative feelings toward an outgroup always accompany

positive feelings toward onets reference group is a gquestion that has been

1360rdon Allport, The Nature gg Prejudice (Garden City: Doubleday and
Company, Inc. 1958), pe 7o

Uiypig,
L1bid,

mlbido s Po 8




ic
explored in many studies. Sumner has been identified among sociologists as
supporting the idea that "ingroup solidarity is related to outgroup
hostility."l7 However, (oodman’s study of Negro and white chlldren showed
that racial preference was assoclated with hostility in only a minority of
cases., FPFurthermore, Williams indicates that there are rare instances of
endogamous and ethnocentric pecples who have sustained contactis wi;h little
conflict and 1little or no assimilation of one culture to another.lJ

Adornots explication on ethnocentrism provides the following

definition:

A pervasive and rigid ingroup and cubproup distinction invelving
negative imagery and hostile attitudes regarding non-reference
groups and positive imagery and submissive attitudes regarding
reference groups with a heirarchical authoritarian view of group
interaction ig which ingroups are rightly deminant and ocutgroups
subordinate.

Williams introduces the concept of negativs ethnccentrism indicative of
a self-hatred or self-despreciation of onet's own membership. This negative
ethnocentrism is manifested by negative sentiments towards one's membership
usually in the case of subordinated minority groups who are the objscts of
prejudice and discrimination.

17Williaﬁls, .?'g. E&}-., p. 23.

l&x'bido, Pe 21{-
19
Te Wo Adorno, Else Frenkel-Brunswick, Danlel J. levinson and R. Nevitt
sanfgrd, The Authoritarian Personality (New York: Harpsr and Bros., 1950),
ps 150.
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In this study, however, ethnocentrism will be defined in its positive
sense as presented by Ldorno. The concepl of prejudice will be used in the
sense that it refers tc highly spscific negative prejudgments toward minority
Eroupse
With these remarks, it is necessary to draw upon the conclusions of
studies which reflect patterns of prejudice and ethnocentrism as they affect

the teacher in the performance of his role.

aome Related Studies

Some recent research presently being conducted under the auspices of
the North Central Association reveals that secondary school teachers are
illeprepared tc handle human relaticns situations in the classroom. Some
clear=cut negative attitudes of teachers toward minority groups, particularly
Negroes, have been revealed. This research indicates that the college
training of these secondary school teoachers has not adequately provided the
necessary information and skills required in teaching the diversity of
people found in the public schools.20

The negative attlitudes toward minority groups which are revealed by the
teachers in the survey indicates the incompleteness of their information

about children and adoiescents of minority groups. Furthermors, a lack of

QOFrancis C. Rosecrance, Human Relations in the Classroom. A study of
Problems and Situations Reported by 1075 Second Year Secondary School
Teachers (Chicago: North Central Association, 196L), pp. 19-20.




12
understanding of the cultural patterns of minority groups is quite evident
by the descriptions these teachers give in telling how they deal with
individuals who are experiencing lsarnirg difficulties. An additional
dimension of this study discloses that tsachars are frequently noncreative
and unimaginative with respect to teaching methods and that the amount and
gquality cof pre-service education is insufficiont to meet the needs of teachers
who will work in metropolitan areas, especially where there ls & wide range
of abilities and a heterogeneous population-zl

Consistent with this general condition, Reverend Andrew Greeley et al.,
in a study of the effects of Catholic education, has revealed that Catholie
secondary education has been able to transmit’a sense of loyalty to Catholic
norms such as Papal authority, relipious knowledge of doctrinal and ethical
orthodoxy, and a willingness to accept the Church as an authoritative teacher
in controversial areas. However, the same Catholic secondary education has
seemingly had little impact on the social attitudes of graduates of its
secondary schools.22 8ince the products of Catholic educaticn were no more
positive than Frotestants and Catholice educated in public sckools in their

attitudes toward race, international relations and domestic-economic problems|

it would appear that the social doctrine and values have not been transmitted

211bidl, Pe 21,

2‘Andrew M. Greeley, Feter H. Rossi, Leonard J. Pinto. The Social
Effects of ggtholic Tducation (Chicago: National Opinion Research Center,
» Pe 700
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effectively either by the institutionalized church or by Catholic education.

However, some additional studies supgest that Catholic parochial and
secondary education has had some success in transmitting favorable social
attitudes to its graduates. In a study of factors related to the
internalization of Catholic values, Schindler analyzed the attitudes of a
group of engared couples concerning marriage morality, racial prejudice, war
morality, censorship and fundamental points of Catholic doctrine and values.
His findings reveal that engaped couples who had received their education
predominantly in Catholic schools scored significantly more according to the
expectations of Catholic values than did Catholics who had predominantly
received public school educat.ion.2h

In a study of Catholic boys of predominantly middle class families from
the Chicago area, Sister M. Ignatius Staleyts findings indicate a more
demonstrable absence of racial prejudice among the products of all-parochial
grade school seducation in comparison to products of public schocl education.z

One might hypothesize that perhaps Catholic higher education, with its

231bid-, Pe Shc

2
hPaul Thomas Schindler, "Factors %elated to The Internalization of

Catholic Values (unpublished Master's dissertation, Department of Soclology,
loyola University, Chicipe, 1963), p. 1llh.

2ssister M. Ignatius Staley, I.B.V.M. "An Inguiry intc The Absence of
Moral Advertence in a Sample of Catholic fiigh Sehool Students With Specific
Focus Upon Racial Prejudice" (unpublished Masterts dissertation, Department
of Sociology, loyola University, Chic:igo, 1961), p. 7.
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detailed formal instruction in philosophy and some instruction in the social
sciences, should develop teachers who are capable of communicating to
catholic students an understanding and enthusiasm for relating to human
beings within a Christian framework. However, Father Greeley's research
suggests that the transmission of Catholic values has not been so much the
result of the parochial school system, but rathgr the school system is a
result of the transmission of Catholic values.2

If Catholic values have not emanated from the school system, perhaps
the effects of Catholic education can best be understood in the context of
the acculturation of American Catholics. Discrepancies in social attitudes
of American Catholics along ethnic lines or at various age levels may reveal
that Citholic education has had a dynamic effect on the acculturation of

27
immigrant groups.

Some Suggestions for Future Research

In his analysis of the communication of Catholic values, (O'Dea points
out that Catholic education has emphasized a negative statement of morality
and made spiritualism highly individualistic. From this observation, he

suggests that Catholic education aims to formalize religious practice and

6
Greelay, ‘O_Eo _C_jﬁa’ Po 77.

2TIbide, ppe 101-102.
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produces little understanding, appreciation, or mctivation for Christian
living;ze He indicates that as Catholice have experienced upward social
mobility, they have assimilated to a materialistic society developing shallow
idealss Accordingly, they are not interested in learning and do not under-
stand the possibility of any kind of genuine vocation outside the tsacred”
sphere.29

There is evidence to suggest that the alleged failure of Catholic
secondary education to transmit positive social attitudes may be attributable
in part to cynicism and/or tensicns between the lay faculty and the religious
faculty-administration in the Catholic secondary schools. Complaints by
laymen of the lack of appreciation of religlous administrators for the
laymen's permanent role in the school system may serve as a handicap to the
layman in performing his role effectively. An additional handicap to the lay
teacher may revolve about unfavorable working conditions. The heavy teaching
load, the limited opportunity for promotion, the limited participation in
faculty meetings, the lack of social security, retirement benefits, or
tenure ~ - all these may well have a bearing in seemingly reducing the
laymant's enthusiasm for performing his job,

Salary may be another source of this tension. What appears to be an

“"gnormous" salary from the standpoint of the religious administrator appears

28
Thomas O'Dea. American Catholic Dilemma (Mew York: Sheed and Ward,
Inc. 1958), pp. 63=6L.

29Ibid.
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to the layman to be in variance with the basic principles of social justice.3o

Various studies suggest that attitudes toward onets referenge groups
and membership proups are not acquired in a social vacuum but depend on
whether the individual is personally absorbed or externally attached to the
refar@ﬁce groups. Allport points out that belonging to & church because it
is safe, powerful and superior is quite different from belonging to & church
because its basic creed of brotherhood expresses the ideals that one
sincerely believes in. The latter motivation for *belonging" contains for
the individual an "interiorized" religious outlook and is associated with
tolerance in social attitudes; however, belonging for the sake of safety,
power and superiority breeds an minstitutionalized" religious outlook with
an authoritarian character.Bl Adorno suggests that the authoritarian
structure of the Church may actually breed individuals who submit to authore
ity and who become ethnocentric about the Church as a rigid membership group?2
Consequently, the individual's image of the Church as an authoritarian
structure might readily overshadow or contradict his confipuration of
attitudes about democracy and brotherhood.

According to Robin Williams, whenever a rigid acceptance of cnets own

33
group develops, negative imagery will be attributed to outgroups. It might

BOM. P. Ryan, "The Problem of Religious and lay Teachers", Catholic
Bducational Review, LVITY (April,; 1960), pp.2LB8-255,

31A11port, ops cit., p. L22,
32Adomo 22 ﬂo’ 2_2‘ 9&., Pe 13.220
33Wi111ams,‘gg. cite, po 25,
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be expected then that immigrant groups which customarily have been enveloped
in "ghettos" and become acsimilated to the dominant group only through a
gradual process, might tend to hold rigidly to language, folkways and
religious beliefs of their nationality and thus reject other languapge,
religious and ethnic groups, and social classes. Hence, the more recent
immigrants to America may exhibit more intense ethnocentric attitudes and a
correspeondingly higher degree of prejudice.

2dditional evidence to account for anmti-Negro prejudice is attributed
to the impersonal, mechanical culture of our large cities where the lack of
interpersonal contacts arouses insecurity and uncertainty in men's minds.
The strength of advertising in relation te standards of living and desires
possibly forces standards which call for contempt of people who are poor and
who do not reach the prescribed level of material existence within the class
system.Bh one might predict, then in concurring with Bettelheim's findings,
that with increasing upward sccial mobility a more intense prejudice
develops toward those who rank lower in social cl&ss.B5

Wwith these remarks on the theoretical implications of studies relating

to the teacher's role in the adoption of values, the following four

hypotheses will be tosted:

hp11port, op. cits, pps 206-207.

3snruno Bettelheim and Morris Janowitz, Dynamics of Prejudice A
Psychological and Sociological Study of Veterans (New York: Harper and Bros,
T550),; quoted In Gordon w. Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Garden City:
Doubleday and Company, Inc. 1958), p. 2i7. -
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1. Individuals of those national descent or ethnic groups which have
mest recently migrated to the United Gtates will exhibit higher anti-fegro
attitudes than those naticnality or ethnic groups which have less recently
migrated to the Urited Stales.

2. Irdividuals who have reccived &ll or most of their college tralning
in a Catholic institution will exhiibit lower anti-Negro attitudes than those
who received 21l or most of their college training in & non-(Catholic
institution.

3. Individuals who have experienced measurable upward or downward
social mobility in the social class structure within the last generation will
exhibit higher anti-Negrc a2ttitudes than those who have remained stable in
the social class siructure.

L. Individuzls who exhibit & high degree of identification with their
own reference and membership groups will relate negatively to other groups

perceived to be in tensicn ideologically with such reference and membership

groups.

Subehypothesess

L-A. Individuals who exhibit higher ethnocentric attitudes will
exhibit higher anti-Negro attitudes.

L-Bs Individuals who exhibit higher ethnocentric attitudes will
exhibit higher antiSemitic attitudes.

L-Cs Individuals who exhibit lower anti-Negro attitudes will exhibit
attitudes expressing socially conventional approval toward the (Catholic)

Churche.
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The universe of the study includes all male lay teachers currently
teaching in the Catholic boys' high schools throughout the Chicago Area. In
order to identify all those Catholic boy# high schools who have male lay
teachers on their faculties, the Archdiocese of Chicapgo School Board was
econsulted to obtain & complete listing of all Catholic schools in the Chicago
area., A total of twenty-eight Catholic boys' high schools have been identifiedﬂ
and included within the study. Eighteen of the schools are located within
the city of Chicago, while the remaining ten are situated outside of the city
limits, yet are within the metropolitan area of Chicago.

Since there were difficulties in gaining the cooperation of all schools
within the population, the sample included twenty-one participating high
schools. The following schools which participated in the study are enumerated

according to their location in and around the city of Chicago.

North South
De raul Academy Marist High School
gordon Technical High School Brother Rice High School
St. Patrick's High School De 1La Salle High School
Holy Cross High School, River Grove leo High School
loyola Academy, Wilmette Mount Carmel High School
St. Ceorge High School, Evanston Mendel High School
5t. viator High School, Arlington Heights (uigley Preparatory Seminary, So.
Weber High School St. laurence High School,Stickney

Quigley Preparatery Seminary, North

West

Holy Trinity High School

St. Ignatius High School

St. Mel High School

St. Phillip's Basilica High School
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dotre Dame High Scheol for Boys in Niles, illinois, was purposely
excluded from the study since the lay teachers at this school participated
in the pilot study. Thirty lay teachers at Notre Dame received & preliminary
form of the questionnaire in order to ascertain their opinions and under-
gtanding of it. An introductory letter explained the purpose of the study
and requested the lay teachers to complete the questionnaire and return it to
the writer without signing their names or otherwise identifying themselves.
The teachers were also requested to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of
the guestionnaire with the writer either orally or in writing. A total of
twenty-seven teachers complied by filling out the questionnaire. Since the
majority of these respondents indicated that the questionnaire was too
lengthy requiring between forty minutes and one hour to complete, it was
judged advisable to reduce the original ninety attitude items to forty~five,.
Items noted to be ambiguous or eliciting more than one attitude were
eliminated.

The guestionnaire was developed from a collectéon cf items taken from
The Authoritarian Personality, Stranpgers Next DoarB(and "seale of Attitudes

30
Toward the Church® and a study by Sister Anthony Claret, O« S. F.; on the

36Ad0rn°, EE ﬂ., 22- 9230, Do 11-}.6.

3yilliams, op. cit., p. LOL

38L. L. Thurstone and E. J. Chave, The Measurement of Attitude
(Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1951), Ppe Oi=b3s
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values of religious woman.Bg

The guesbionnaire itself consists of eighty ilems of which ths first
thirty-five items requested informatiocn concerning the sccioe-aconovmic
background of the respordent3 the remaining forty-five itams‘ara attitude
statements of varicus social issues requiring the respondent to indicate the
axtent of his agreemsnt or disagreement with that particular item.

Among the personal background items, guestions were designed to elicit
such infor-ation as the respondent's ape, teaching subjects, national daﬁcant*
the nature and size of the cownunity in which he resides, the extent of his
aducation, his msjor fleld of study, the religious affillation of the schools
he has attended, the number of semester hours he has completed in theology,
philosophy and the soclal sclences, his familiarity with the papal
encyclicals and finally ihe occupation, education and income of his parents
and siblingsuho

0f the attitude items, the first fifteen items are statements relating
to sallent, personal, physical and social characteristics of Wegross. The

next ten itenms are statements of ethnoocentrism focusing on social issues

about conscientious objeclors, ruropean refugeecs, military training and

39sistar Anthony Claret, 0.5.Fs "Attitudes, iwareness, and Involvement

of Chicagots Teaching Sisters in Current Social Issues: A Study of Religion
as Social Control." (unpublished Magterts dissertation, Department of
Sociology, loyola University).

Lo
Sister Amthony Claret, Oe«SeFe, loc. cit.
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foreign leaders of religious sects, social movements and labor unions,
The next ten statements are taken from Thurstonets scale of attitudes toward
the Ghurch.hz The final ten statements focus on attitudes toward Jews.

For each of the forty-five attitude items, the respondent indicated
the degree of his agreement or disagreement with the statemeni. A number of
n"one® in the left hand column indicataes stirong agreement; a number of "twon
indicates moderate agreement; a numher of "threet indicatas that the
respondent is undecided on that particular item; a number of ®fourn
indicates moderate disagreement and a number of "five® strong disagreement,

The procedure for distributing the questionnaires consisted in
requesting the prineipals of the cooperating hirh schools to indicate the
number of lay members on their teaching faculty. The apprepriate number of
auestionnaires was mailled to the principal who was then requested to issue a
copy Yo each lay member of the teaching faculty.

The procedure for returning the guestionnaires was to request the lay
faculty to seal the unsigned completed questionraire in a white envelope
provided and to return it to the principal., The principal then was
instructed to mail the sealed questionnaires to the researcher. A self=-

addressed large brown envelope with sufficient postage to cover the

returning mailing costs was enclosed.

thhese items were taken from Adormo 23‘53., pps 110-111.

2
4 Thurstone, loc. cit. ppe. 6163




As was indicated in a previous paragraph, twenty-one high school
principals agreed to participate in the study by receiving coples of the
=mailed questionnaire. Six hirh school principals openly refused to particie
mate in the study. In most cases, the umwillingness of the prineipal teo
narticipate in the study stemmed firom one of two ressons. The most frequent
explanation was that the faculty members and/or the principal were too overe
burdened with work at the present time (May, J965) to complete the questione
naires, or that this particular type of questionnaire would not be relevant
to the school and would be cof 1little interest to the faculty.

£ total of 561 cuestionnaires were mailed to the principals of the
twenty-onre high schools, of which 1Ll persons responded from approximately
fourteen scheols by mailing back completed questionnaires.

In coding the forty-five attitude items, the respondent received from
one to five points for each item. If the respondent expressed a strongly
favorable attitude toward Negroes, Jews, the Church, or those items opposed
to ethnocentrism, he received five points on that particular item. If he was
moderately faverable toward the statement, he received four points. For a
strongly unfavorable response, he received minimal credit of one point. &
moderately unfavorable response toward the item resulted in two points. Three
points were given for no response or an "undecided" response to & particular
item.

The total number of points for each category (Negroes,Jjews, the Church,
and ethnocentrism) wes tctaled to provide the cumulative score on the attitude

items. For example, among the fifteen attitude items focusing on Negroes,
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the rasspondent could receive a minimum of fifteen points by consistently
indicating strongly unfavorable attitudes and a maximum of seventy-five pointg
by consistently indicating strongly favorable attitudes. On those attitude
itens relating to Jews, the Church and low ethnocentrism, there were a total
of thirty statements. In each of thess categories the respondsent couild
acquire & minimua of ten points for consistently indicating strongly une
favorable attitudes and & maximum of fifty peints for consistently indicating
strongly favorable attitudes. Theoretically, the cumulative scorss could
range from a maximum of 225 points (5 points for each of the LS items) to a
minimum of L5 points (1 point for each of the LS items).

Some of the difficulties that emerged in the courss of the study
concerning the randomness of the sample will place some obvious limitations
on this researche Due to the faet that only about fourteen of the schools
among the population of twenty~-eight returmed completed questionnaires,
there is some doubt as to the representativeness of the conclusicns to be
drawn from this study. Furthermore, as explairned, there is incomplete
information concerning the names of the high schools which actually
participated in the study. (Frequently the postemarks on the returned
envelope gave little or no indication of the zone or pest office from which
the questionnaires were mailed. A simple coding system designed by the
writer would have obviated this problem. Needless to say, no conclusions
can be drawn in terms of the responses from the schools in various sections
of the city or suburbs.)

Another limitation hinges on a factor of unknown significance. Since
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the high school principals were ultimatoely responsible for returning the
mailed quesiionnaires, it is possidble that some of the sealed envelopes
containing completed questionnaires may have been mishandled or discarded.

In a few instances it was apparent that envelopes had been opened and re=-
gsealed with transparent tape. Furthermore, the circumstances under which the
principals distributed the guestionnaires to their faculties may have had
some influence in the manner in which the lay teachers responded to the items
on the questionnaire, Therefore the possibility remains that the responsas
to the questionnaire may not reflect a representative sample of ithe attitudes
expressed by the lay faculty.

One might also question whether or not the scoring system serves as a
good measure of onets attitude. Despite the pree~test, several respondents
indicated on the questionnaire that certain attitude items were either vague
ot ambiguous to them.

An attempt will be made in Chapter Two to focus on the socio=sconomic
background of the respondents---namely, to describe the respcndents according
to their nationality descent, social class, the religious affiliation of the
colleges they have attended, the subjects in which they are teaching and the

number of years of their teaching experience.




CHAFTER 11
SOCIC=ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF THE RESPONDENTS

In this study of "The Attitudes of lay Teachers in Catholic Boys!
1igh Schools in the Chicago Area Toward Selected Minority Groups," it was
previously indicaﬁed that the universe included 561 individuals in twentyeone
cooperating high schools. Of the total number of questionnaires distributed,
1k were completed and returned. These will actually be used in this
investigation.

The first thirtyefive items of the questionnaire seek socio-economic
background information of the participants in order to test any patterns of
relationship between onets reference groups and attitudes expressed toward
Negroes, Jews and the Church., By utilizing this socio-~economic background
information of the respondents, an attempt is made to present an image of the
typical or average teacher who participated in the study. However, since
most of the obtained data are not susceptible to statistical analysis, an
accurate representation of the average teacher is hardly possible.

When speaking of the ®"average" person, we refer not to any particular
person but to a type which is most representative of the group under
investigation. Since no attempt is made to classify any living person as the

average, the existence of an "average" person is restricted to a

26
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L3
nlopical existence” in the realm of mental images. The usefulness of such
a methodological concept in attitudinal research lies in its assistance to
the sociologist or statistician in presenting comprehensive, balanced
pictures of the central tendancies in a collaction of facis.

With recognition of the obvious limitations of the interpretative
usefulness of the ®naverage" respondent, the socio-economic background of the
n"average"” high school teacher will be brought together in a composite that
follows.

The average teacher in the study has experienced upward social
mobility in the last generation and has transcended the educational attaine
ments of both parents and the occupational level of his father. Typically,
the teacher in the survey is an offspring of a lower or lower middle class
familye.

Although the majority describe their national descent as Irish, Polish,
German or Italian, a sizable percentage are representative of numerous
miscellaneous nationalities.

Typically, the teacher in the survey received most of his higher
education in Catholic institutions and has had lese than five years of
teaching experience. However, when measuring the median for the number of

years of teaching experience, the maverage" respondent has been teaching for

S-? years.

hBﬂarciﬂi&k, P_Eo SHO, Pe 30.
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when considering ths teaching subject area of the respondents, no
adequate ponoralizations can be made since the respondents are widely anmd
semavhat uniformly distributed among the courses of insiruction included
in the typical Catholic high schocl curriculum.

Among 2 selected group of papal encyclicals, the respondents were asked
to indicate which ones they had read from start to finish., A bread and
sormevhat uniform crossesection of respondentes is revealed among those who
have read none to those who have read as many as five of the encyclicals in
their entirety.

For & closer look at the socioweconomic background information of the
respondents, the writer has isclated six factors which describe &nd identify
the reference groups of the respondents. The six factors are as followss
naticnality or ethnic group, social class, religious affiliation of the
eollege attended, number of years of teaching experience, subject &rea they
are teaching, number of a selected group of papal encyclicals which the
respondents indicate they have read.

In recording the nationality or ethnic group of the respondents, only
the Irish, Polish, Cerman, Italian and Irish-Corman were identified in
categories, An additional miscellanecus ("other") category includes several
other nationalities to wh! ch therse was an insufficient number of respondents.

Ar arbitrary method was used to identify onets nationality. Emch
participant was asked "How would you describe your familyts descent?" If the
respordent indicated a single ethnic group, he was classified within that

groupe If he chose to describe hLis national descsnt by listing two ethnie
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groups, the ethnic origins of the parents and/or gramndparents were used
nore clearly identify the respondentt's national descent, However, if, as in
a few cases, the parents and the grandparents indicated that the United
states was the country of their birth, very little indication of the
respondent!s national descent was then available. In this cese, then, the
ethnic group listed first was recorded as the respondent?'s nationdl doocent.
in exception to this arbitrary rule cccurred anong those respondonts
jdentifying thelr national descert as Cerman«-Irish. Since there wes &
sufficient number of "Cerman Irish® or oIrish-Cerman’ responses, & separate
category was established.

Sometimes the respondent described his mational descent bty listing
three or more ethnic groups. vhenever this situstion cccurred, no attempt
wag made to classify within & specific nationality group; all of these
respondents were placed in the miscellanecus "other" category. The
distributiocn of national descents is recorded in Table l.

Among the 1Ll respondents in the study, the vast majority had
experienced measurable upward ecocial mobility. when viewing the social class
position of the teachers, it wes apparent that in general they had received
more formal education than thelr parents and had transcended the cccupational
level of their fathers.

For this study the measure of social class has been determined by
using the Follingshead two factor index of sccial class based on education
and occupstion of father. PRy ranking and weighing educational attaimments
and the occupational levels of the respondentst! fathers on & seven point

scale, & measure of social c¢lass is cbtained,
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TABLL 1

DISTRIBUTION O RESFONDFMIS, BY
NATIONAL DFSCENWT

¥ational Descent Number Percantage
Irish 3 2h o3
Polish 1 23.6
GCerman 20 13.9
Italian b 1 Qa7
rermar«Irish n 746
Other 30 20,8

hAcecording to the Hollingshead index of social class, the vast majority
of tha respondentst children (4= children of high school teachers - - lesser
professionala occupationally and at least college gradustes in terms of
educational attainments) would now rank in Social Class II according to the
Hollingshead measure. Table 2 below attests the upward social mobility
experienced by the respondents in the study by i1llustrating their social
clags rankings based on fathers' occupations and education.

In inquiring about coilege attended, the respondents were identified
ag attending Catholic collepes or non-Catholic collages. Since many of the
respondents reported that they had attemded more than one college they were
identified as attending noneCatholic institutions only when the larger part
of their college or post graduate training was received in noneCatholic




31
institutions. Table 3 inuiicates that more than three fourths of the
respondents in the study received all or mcst of thelr hipgher oducation in

catholic institutions.

TABLE 2
ISTRIDUTICE OF RYSPORDENTS® BOCIAL CLASS,

LY HOLLINGOUTAD TWO-FACTOR MITHUD

Soeial Class Rumber Percentage
I and 117 15 1004
11X 22 1L.6
v 54 3745
v 36 26.4
Unable t¢ Determine 15 11.1

8.ince thers were so few respondents in Social Class One and
Two, it was necessary to combine these two categories

TARLE 3

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS, BY RELIGIOUS
AFFIIIATION OF COLLEOE ATTFHIED

Religious 2ffiliation of Collepe Attended rumber Percentage

Cathelic 112 778
Non«Cathollc 32 2242
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when asked "How many years have you been teaching? more than half of
the respondemts in the survey indicated that they had been teaching less than
five years. In Table L the respondemts are classified according to the

nunber of years of their teaching experience,

TABLY L

DISTRIBUTION OF RYSPONTENTS, BY YFARS OF
TFACYING EXPERITNCE

Years of Teaching Kumbeyr rercentage
0=l £2 5649
5«9 33 22,9
10-1 16 11.1
15-over 13 9.0

In classifying the respondents in the study according to teaching
subjecty, four major subject areas have been ldentified: Sccial studies
(including teachers of history, sociolory, economics, civics and national
problems); ¥Fnglish; vathematics and Natural Science (including teachers of
physics, blology, chemistry, general sclence and all other specific areas
within the field of mathematics); Business and Vocational (including teache
ers of accounting, bookkesping, general business, business law, drafting,
mechanical drawing, typing and shop courses); Other (which includes

specifically tsachers of classical and modern lanpuages, religion and
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physical education).

The particular subject area of each respondent was identified either
by the subjects he indicated that he was presently teaching or by the area
of concentration in which he had the most courses and training. In each of
the aforementioned subject areas,there were at least fifteen responses. Howe
ever, an additional "Qther" category was included to identify a small assorte-
ment of teachers of religion, physical education, classical and modern
languages. In each of these subject areas, there were fewer than fifteen
respondents.

In Table 5, the respondents are categorized according to teaching

subject.
TABLE 5
DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS, BY
SUBJECT TAUGHT
Subject Number Percentage

social Studies 36 25.0
Fnglish 26 18.1
Mathematics and Natural =cience 35 2h.3
Business and Vocational 15 : 10.4
Other 30 20,8

Unidentified 2 0l.h
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The respondents were asked to "Check the encyclicals you have read
from start to finish, if any: t(uadragesimeo Anno, Rerum YNovarum, ystici
corporis, Matar et Magistra, Pacem in Perris." Table 6 gives the distri-

bution of respondents according to the number of sslected Papal Encyclicals

they have read from start to finish.

TABLE 6

DISTRIBUTION ARD PERCTHTAGE OF RESIFONDEMTS ACCORDING
TO THE NUMBYR OF SFIVCTED FAPRRY RNCYCLICAIS THREY
TAVE READ FROM START TO FINISH

tumber of Selected rapsl

tneyclicals Read Number rarcentage
35 L6 31.¢9
1.2 38 26.4

In Chapter Thres, an atteampt will be made to present the attitwdes
of the respondents in the study to the first fifteen attitude statements on

the questionnaire~ewspacifically, those items whichk focus on MNegroes.




CHAPTER IIX

“TTITUDES TCWARD NEGROES

In this chapter, the responses to the first fifteen attitude items on
the questionnaire will be analyzed in order to present the patterns of
response expressed toward Negroes by the participants. The data will be
presented from three points of views (1) to determine the extent to which
the attitudes toward Negroes of individuals possessing certain socio-sconomic
characteristics deviates from the attitudes expressed toward Negroas by the
"average" respondent in the study; (2) to determine any response pattern
from the distribution of the responses toward Negroes in the first fifteen
attitude items on the questionnaire. (3) to determine the significance of
cross~-comparisons and correlations botween one's attitudes expressed toward
Negroes and other groups selected in the studye---toward Jews, the Church and
ethnocentrism.

By comparing the mean attitude or the responses expressed Ly the
"average® person in the study toward Negroes, an attempt is made to determine
how significantly groups within a particular socio-economic category differ
from other socio-economic groups or from the mean attitude sccres expressed
toward Negroes,

Table 7 presents the mean attitude scores on the fifteen attitude items

relating to Negroes according to the nationality descent of the respondents.

35
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TABLE 7

MEAN ATTITUDF SCORES TOWARD NEGROFS ACC/RDING TC THE
NATIONALITY DESCENT OF THE RESPONDENTS

Nationality Descent Mean Attitude Scores Toward Negroes
Irish 56.1
Polish 50,0
German 56.0
Ttalien 5543
German=Irish S5l
other 579
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) Sii.8

Although each of the means in Table 7 indicate that the respondents
taken as nationality descent categories are favorable rather than unfavorable
in their attitudes expressed toward Negroes, it is nevertheless necessary to
determine the significance of the differences among the means in Table 7.

By calculating the standard deviation of each of the means and by use of
standard (Z) scores, it is possible to determine whether or not the means
in Table 7 represent a chance deviation from the population of the study or
are significant differences at the .05 level of certainty.

In obtaining a standard (7) score betwesn 1.96 and 2.5F, the difference

between two separate means is significant at the .05 level of certainty; a
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standsrd score larger than 2.58 indicates that the difference between the
two means s significant &t the 01 level of certainty.

1t is noteworthy that the Folish mean of 50.0 differs significantly
at least at the «05 level of certainty from the cusulative mean, the Irish
mean, the Cerman mear and vOther! mean. The standard scores are 2.02, 2.59,
2407 and 34L3 respectivelys No othor significart differancés,%hat is,
standard (Z) scores above 1.55 are obtained in cross~comparison among the
means according to natiumallty descent.

Since those of Folish descent are sipnificantly less favorshle in

their attitudes toward itens relatirg to Hegroes than aither those of Irish
or Cerman descent, this finding lends support to hypothesis number L which

iz stated as follows:

Individuals of those national descent or ethnic groups which have

most recently migrated to the United States will exhibit higher

anti-fegro attitudes than those nationality or ethnic groups which

have less recently migrated to the United States.

It is noteworthy, however, that these of Italian descent, being
identified a3 recent migrants to the United States, do not exhibit attitudes
sipnificantly different from the respondents of other national descent
grours. Moreover, thoge of Itallan descent reflect an attlitudenal pattern
more closely allied with the responses of those of Cerman and Irish descent.

In Table § the mean attitudes toward Negroes of the respondents are
presented accerding to the religious affiliation of the collepe they

attended.
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TABLE 8

MEAY ATTITUDE SCORES TCWARD WECROES ACCORDING TO THE RELIGIOUS
AFFILIATION CF THE COLLEGE ATTENDED BY THE RESPONDENTS

Reliprious Affiliation of Mean Attitude Scores
College Attended Toward Negroes
Catholic College 5.1
¥on~Catholic College 53.9
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) Sh.8

In testing the difference between the means in Tsble &, it would
appear that the deviations are small encugh to be attributed to chance.
Since a standard score is not obtainable at the .05 level of certainty,
there are no significant differences among the means in Table E£.

These findings, then, do not lend adequate support to the hypothasis
that individuals who have received all or most of their colliege training in
a Catholic institution will exhibit lower anti-Nepro attitudes than those
who have received all or most of their c¢ollege training in & non-Catholic
institution.

secording to the data presented in Table 9, there appears to be no
significant discernible patterns cof relationship between the soeial class

of the respondents and the attltudes they express toward Negroes.
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TARLE 9

MFAN ATTITUDE SCURES T(WARD NEGROES ACCURDING TO
THE SOCIAL CLASE COF THE RESPONDENTS

Social Class Mean Attitude Scores
Toward Negroes

I, I1 55.6
11T 5542
v 5543
v 5L 2
Unidentified 53.9
Cumulative Mean (2ll respondents) Sh.8

The data in Table 9 suppests that the higher the social class rank of
the respondents, the more favorable the attitude toward items relating to
Negroes; however, the differences between the means are so slight that no
significant differences between the means are obtainable by the use of
standard scores.

Hypothesis number 2 indicates that those who have remained stable in
the social class structure will possess lower anti-Nesro attitudes than those
who have exparienced upward or downward social mebility within the last
generation. As was previously stated and illustrated in Table 2, the vast

majority of the respondents had experienced upward social mobility moving
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chiefly from social classes IV and V to social class IT. The findings,
however, do lend some sw.port to this hypothesis from the fact that those
who have remzined stable in the social class structure (classes I and II)
exhibit lower anti-jNegrc attitudes than do the respendents in social
classes II1I, IV and V. The mean attitude differences expressed toward
Wegroes according to the sccial class of the respondents is so slight however
that a chance deviation must be concluded and thus lends little or no
validity to ths acceptance of hypothesis number 2.

Table 10 indicates the mean attitude scorss of the rsspondents toward

v orees according to the subject matter they teach.

TABIE 10

MFAN ATTITUDE SCORFS T(WARD NPGROES ACCORDIVG TO THE
TEACHING SUBJECT OF THF RFSFOHDFNTS

Teaching Subject Mean Attitude Scores
Toward Negroes

Scelal Studies 56 .6
English 55.3
¥athematics and Natural Sciences 5445
Business and Vocational She9
Other 5248

Cumulative Mean (all respondents) sh.8
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Although the Social Studies and Fnpglish teachaers appear to be the most
favorable toward Negroes, their mean attitnde scores reflect only 2 chance
deviation from the remainder of the respondents in the study.

In Table 11 the respondents are categorized according to the number ef
years of teaching exparience.

TABDLE 11
WEAN ATTITUDE SCCRES TOWARD NEGROES ACCORDING TO

THE NUMBER OF YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE
OF THE RESPONDENTS

liumber of Years of Mean Attitude Scores
Teaching Experience Toward Regroes
O=h 5hel

5«9 5847

101k 58

15 or more L5e7
Cumulative Mean (a1l respondents) the8

A few discernible patterns of relationship emerge from the data
presented in Table 1ll. The largest difference in mean attitude scores toward
Negroes appears between those who have been teaching between five and nine
years and those who have been teaching fifteen years or longer, A standard
(2) score of 2.83 is obtained indicating a significant difference between
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these two means at the 01 level of certainty.

In a previously stated reference tc a study conducted by the North
central Association, one finding indicated that second-year teachers were
generally ill-equipped to handie human relations situations in the classroom.
Perhaps the relatively favorable attitude expressed toward items relating to
Negrees by those teachers with five o nine years ¢f teaching experience is
indicative of the favorable influence that teaching experience may have with
respect to one's attitudes and skills in handling human relatiuns situations
in the classrcoms. However, those respondents who have besn teaching fifteen
years or longer are significantly less favorable in expressing their
attitudes toward items relating to Wegroes than the respondenits in the five
to nine-year category. Perhaps after one has been teaching for fifteen years,
the crucial variable is the age factor rather than teaching expericnce.

The respondents whe have been teaching between five and nine years are
significantly more faverable in their mean attitude toward Neprces than the
entire population taken collectively. A standard score of 2,00 is obtained
indiecating a significanrt difference between these two means at the .05 level
of certainty. Conversely, those who have been teaching fifteen years or
longer are less favorable in their mean attitude toward Negroes than the
entire group of respondents. However, a standard score of 1.82 is obtained
indicating @ difference at only the .10 level of certainty. Therefore, the
difference between these two means is interpreted as a chance deviation
rather than a significant differencs.

In Table 12, the data indicates that there is little or no relationship
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betwaen the number of encyclicals read from start to finish and the mean

attitude expressed toward items relating to Kegroes.

TABIE 12

MEAN ATTITUDR SCORFS TWARD NVGROES ACCORDING TO
THE MIMPTR OF PAPRL ENCYCLICAIS RFAD FROM
START TC FINISH BY THE RF3PONDENTS

tumber of FEncyclicals Read Mean Attitude Scores
Toward legroes

Three, Four or Five 55.4
One or Two She7
None She5
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 5.8

After analyzing attitudes toward Kegrces from the point of view of
certain socio~aconomic characteristies of the respondents, it will now be
necessary to analyze these attitudes towards Negroes from a second point of
visw. Teble 13 will present & distribution of the resporses by the entire
porulation to the first fifteen attitude itams on the questionnaire or those
items which focus specifically on Negroes. An attempt will be mads to

determine the patterns of response to these first {ifteen attitude items.
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TAELE 13

PERCENTAGE OF RFSPOMSES TG ATTITUDE ITEMS
REIATING TO NECGROES

Pcte in Pet. Pets in
Agresment Undeclded Disagreement

1.

2.

3e

L.

5.

6o

Te

8.

Fe

It is wrong for Negroes and whites to
intermarry. L3.7 W6 L1.6

Negroes seem to have an aversiocn to plain

hard work; they tend toc be a parasitic sle=~

ment in soclety by finding easy, nonpro-

ductive jOan 30.5 1lel 5803

Negroes should be more concerned with
thelr personal appearance, and not be so
dirty and smelly and unkempt. 36.8 1.1 52.1

There is little hope of correcting the
racial defects of the Negroes since these
defects are simply in their blood. 1l Le9 93.7

It would be to the best interests of all
if the Negroes would form their own
nation and keep more to themselves. 6.2 5.6 88.1

On the whele, the Negores have probably
contributed less to American life than
any other group. 20,1 15,3 6L.5

It would be & mistake to have Negroes
for foremen and leaders over whites. 7.6 6.2 86.1

Negroes may have a rart tc play in white

civilization, but it is best to keep

them in their own districts and schools

and to prevent too muech intermixing with

whites, 1607 7-6 75&7

The people who raise all the talk alout

putting Negroes on the same level as whites

and giving them the same privileges sre

mostly radical agitators trying to stir up

conflicts. L 20,9 1.1 68.0
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TARLE l3=«Continued

Pete in Pcte Pete in
Agrecment Undecided Disagreement

10. Middle class colored people should be
allowed to buy or rent homes in middle
class white neighberhoods. 66,7 15.3 18,0

1l1. Colored people are by nature prone to
erime, $1llegitimacy, poverty and ignor-
ance, 1l.1 2.8 8601

12. Most colored persons are treated fairly
in the United States most of the time, 36.8 1l.1 52.1

13. Colored people have a body odor because
of the pigment of their skin. 11.8 27.8 60.4

. If a colored family buys a home in an alle
white neighborhood, the property values of
all other residences drop inevitably. 52.1 11.1 3648

15, The most prevalent and fundamental cause
of blighted neighborhoods is negligence
angd destruction on the part of the
inhabitants. 78 oh 602 15 .3

In analyzing the responses to the attitude items focusing on Negroes,
it is readily apparent that the nature of the attitude items themselves had
a bearing on the rattern of response. The extent to which a particular item
elicits controversy is in itself an indication of the pattern of response to
that particular statement.

Attitude items numbers four, eleven and thirteen are statements which
might be considered non~controversial since they attribute sccial evils and

shortcomings among Negroes to hereditary defects. Hence these statements
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received & low percentage of responses of agreement, while only 11.1% agree
that "Colored people are by nature prone to crime, illegitimacy, poverty and
ignorance," an even smaller percentage of l.L% believe "There is little hope
of correcting the racial defects of the Negross, since these defecis are
simply in their blood."

It is noteworthy that while only 11.8¢ belisve "Colored people have a
body odor becauge of the pigment of thelr skin," a sisabls percentage of the
respondents (27.8¢) are undecided on this particular item. Perhaps this
statement is indicative of the respordents! lack of information concerning the
relationship between environmental factors and body odor.

Judging from the responses, there are at least four statements on the
questionnaire relating to Negroes that elicited controversy to the extent that
at least thirty percent agres with the statement and no more than sixty pere
cent disagree with the statement. The first statement "It is wrong for
Negroes and whites to intermarry® indicates an almost equal distribution of
those in agreement and those In disagreement., Furthermore, the respondents
seem to have conflicting views abeut items number two and three concerning
the Negroes %aversion to plain hard werk,"™ their lack of concern with their
personal appearance in being "so dirty and smelly and unkempt.® Finally in
item twelve, the respendents differ as to whether "Most colored persons are
treated fairly in the United States most of the time,v

It is interesting to note that while a majority of the respondents
disagree that Negroes should form their cwn nation or be kept in their own
districts and sechools so as tb prevent tec much intermixing with whites, they

appear to have a complex and reserved attitude about residential integration.
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Among the lil; respondents more than half (52.1%) subscribe to the following
statement: "If @ colored family buys a home in an allewhite neighborhood, the
property values of all other residences drop inevitably."

A majority of the respondents view the arrival of Negro home-owners inteo
& white neighborhood as a direct cause of declining property values. Apparents
ly they perceive the Nerro as incapable and/or uncencerned about maintaining
the condition of the neighborhood, since 78.4% agree that #The most prevalent
and fundamental cause of blighted neighborhoods is negligence and destruction
cn the part of the innhabitants.® However; since two=-thirds (66.7%) of the
respondents indicate that #Middle class colored people should be allowed to
buy or rent homes in middle class white neighborhoeds,” it might be hypothe
sized that perhars the lower class Nepro is perceived as "causing blighted
neighborhoods." The answers suggest that the respordents either (A} diserimi-
nate clearly between the destructive terndencies of the lower-class Negro and
the middle-clazs lNegro or (B) they are highly aware of the injustice of pro-
hibiting qualified Negroes from inhabiting middle class white neighborhoods,
and therefore will accept the apparent reality of property values declining
inevitably.*

After analyzing the pattern cof responses to the first fifteen attitude
items on the uestionnaire, an attempt is made to compare the responses of
those participants in the study who exhibit either high anti-Negro or low antis
Negro atiitudes with the attitudes they express toward Jews, the Church and
ethnocentrism. The identification of respondents as exhibiting high anti~
Negro and low anti-Negro attitudes is determined by these who rank in the

hipghsst and lowest quartile with respect to their responses toward the
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attitude items relating to Negroees.

The low anti-Negro quartile contains the thirty-six respondents (among
a total of 1Ll respondents) who exhibited responses on the questionnaire most
favorable to items relating to Negroes. The scores within this low anti-Negro
guartile range from sixty-three to seventy-five points.

The high anti-Negro quartile contains the thirty-six respondents whose
responses were most unfavorable to the items relating to Negroes. The scores
within this quartile range between tweniy-nine and foriye-seven points.

By employing the Fearson r correlation, an attempt 1s made to determine
whether those who exhibit attitudes favorable t¢ Negroes will similarly exe
hibit attitudes favorable toward Jaws, the Church and ethnocentrism. Cone
versely it is expected that those who &xhibit high anti~Negro attitudes would
similarly express attitudes unfavorable toward Jews, the Church and ethnoe
centrism.

Table 1lli provides the Pearson r correlations of the nhipgh and low anti-
Negro quartiles with attitudes expressed toward Jews, the Church and ethno-
centrism,

The interpretation of the Pearson rt's in Table 1, indicates neither a
significant positive correlation nor a significant negative correlation betweel
high anti-Negroc responses and responses toward items relating toc Jews, the
Church and ethnocenitrism. Therefore,; it can be assumed that no significant
measurs of relationship exists between the attitudes of respondents who are
highly unfavorable toward items relating to Negroes and the attitudes they
express toward items relating to Jews, the Church and ethnocentrisme.

However, when considering the quartile containing low antieNegro
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respondents or those who are mest favorable to items relating to Negroes, a
sipnificant measure of relationship is obtalned. A significant negative
correlation exists at the .01 level of certzinty between the responses of the
low anti-Negro quartile and the attitudes expressad toward the Church. In
brief, those who expressed attitudes highly favorable to Negroves expressed
attitudes of soclally conventional disapprovael tewsrd the Church with &

measure of relationship significant st the .0l level of certainty.

TABLE 1k

FEARSCN R CORREIATICN OF THE HICH AND LOW ANTI-NBGORO
QUARTILES WITH ATTITUDES EXPRESSED TOWLRD
JEWS , THE CHURCH AND ETHNCCENTRISM

low Anti-Negro High Anti-Hegro

seores (63~75) Scores (29=-L7)
Iow Anti-Semitie L2 High Anti-Semitie «06
low Anti-Church - L5 Aigh Anti~Church =11
Iow Fthnocentric L0 High Rthnocentric 19

Furthermere, 3 significsnt pesitive correlation is cbtained at the .05
level of certainty between the responses of ths low anti-Negro gquartile and
their responses toward items reslating to Jews and ethnocentrism. Thereforas,
it appears that those respondents who &re highly favorable toward Hegroes tend
also to be highly favorable toward iteus relating o Jows and ethnocentrisa,

In sumnary, the findings concerning the attitudes of the respondents

toward Negroes tend to parallel thes findings of (resley in his analysis of
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the Social Effects g£ Catholic ducation.

Concurring with Greeley's findings that C-thollics educated in Catholic
schovls are no more positive than Protestants and Cotholics educated in
publie schools in their attitudes toward race, the findings in this study
suggest that secondary school teachers having received their college training
in Catholic institutions are nc more favorable toward ¥eproes than those who
have attended non-Cathollc colleges.

If Catholic higher education has had little impact on the racial
attitudes of its graduvates, then one might safely predict, in accordance with
Groeleyts findings, that the products of Catholic higher education will not
effectively transmit to the future graduates of Catholic secondary education
racial attitudes whieh are in accord with the social doctrine of the Churchs

hAs Merton has pointed out in his reference group theory, individuals de
not nocessarily internalize and maintain & set of values established by the
groups to which they belong but prebably aequire bebavicr patierns vwhich are
sipgnificantly shaped by those groups to which the individual is not a part..h
The findings in this study do not lend themselves to an accurate interpretaw
tion of any single reference group or membership group significant for the
respondents. GHather as has been concluded by Newcomb in his study of valvee

asgimilation by cellege students, onets behavlior is sigrificantly shaped by

thrWlﬂy. EB' S‘i‘&', Pe Tl

u5ﬁ0rtcn, P_E' 2&-, Pe 2830
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rroups to which he does not belong. One might predict in accordance with
Merton's reference group theory that identification with public figures or
adherence to "middle class values! may have sarved as a mcre meaningful frame
of reference for the respondents in this study then any of the sccio-econonic
characteristics or reference grours isolated as independent variables for
analysis in this study.

In concludirg the analysis of the data concerning attitudes toward
Negrces, Chapter Foﬁr will investigate the patterns of recponse sxpressed

toward ethnocentrism by the respondemts in the study.

L6
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CHAPTER IV
ATTITUDES TOWARD ETHNOCENTRISM

In this chapter, the responses to attitude items number sixteen to
twenty-five will be analyzed in order to present the patterns of response
expressed toward ethnocentrism by the participants. As in the previous
chapter, the data will be presented from three points of view: (1) to
determine the extent to which the attitudes toward ethnocentrism of
individuals possessing certain socio~economic characteristics deviates from
the attitudes expressed toward ethnocentrism by the “"average" respondent in
the study; (2) to determine any response patterns from the distribution of
responses toward ethnocentrism on attitude items number sixteen to twenty-
five on the questionnaire; (3) to determine the significance of cross-com-
parisons and correlations between onet!s attitudes expressed toward ethnoe
centrism and other groups selected in the study--toward Negroes, Jews and
the Church.

Table 15 presents the mean scores toward items falating to
ethnocentrism according to the nationality descent of the respondents.

Since all of the above means are larger than thirty, this is an indi-
cation that alil the nationality descent groups obtained means that indicate
relatively low ethnocentrism rather than high ethnocentrism. However, when
comparing the above means by use of standard scores, some significant

differences are obtained.
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TABLE 15
MEAY ATTITUDE SCORES TCWARD ITEMS REIATING TO

TTHROGCENTRISM ACCORDING TO THY NATIONALITY
DESCENT CF THF RESPOVDENTS

Mean Attitude Scores

Nationality Descent Toward Ethnocentrism

Irish 37.2
Polish 33l
German 37.1
Italian 3ki.7
German-Irish 3bel
Other 3745
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 35.9

The largest differences hetween means existz between the Polish and
the "Othert natlionality descent groups and the Polish and Irish; standard
scores of 2.41 and 2.38 are obtained respectively indicating significant
differences in the mean attitude scores toward items relating to ethno-
centrism at the .0l level of certainty.

Although there are no other standard scores above 1.95 indicating a
significant difference at least at the .05 level of certainty, a standard
score of 1.6l is obtained in testing the difference between the Polish and

German mean attitude scores toward items relating to ethnocentrism. This
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standard score, hcwever,‘indicates a difference only at the .10 level of
certainty. smaller standard scores are obtained in testing the difference
between mean attitude scorss of the Pnlish and ali respondents (1.L7); all
respondents and "Other" nationality dezcent groups (1.23); Italians and
nothert nationality descent groups (1.22).

The mean attitude scores toward ethnocentrism according to the
nationality descent of the respondents adhere very closely to the pattern
of responses expressed toward Negroes. Just as the Polish mean attitude
score toward Negroes was significantly less favorable than the Irish, Cerman,
nother® nationality descent groups and the cumulative mean (including all
respondents), the Polish mean attitude score toward ethnocentrism exhibits
the similar pattern of being considerably, if not significantly, more
ethnocentric than these other nationality descent groups.

In Table 16, the mean attitude scores toward items relating to
ethnocentrism are presented according to the religious affiliation of the
college attended by the respondents.

The difference betwean the means in Table 16 indicates that the
deviations are small enough to be attributed to chance., Since a standard
score 1s not obtainable at the .05 level of certainty, there are no
significant differences between the means in Table 14.

Moreover, the findings in Table 16 closely approximate the
attitudinal pattern expressed toward Negroes according to the religious
affiliation of the college attended by the respondents; those respondents

who have attended Catholic colleges exhibit attitudes which are less anti=-
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¥epro and less ethnocentric than those respondents who attended noneCatnolic
collagas. However, in each case the difference between the means is so

amall that it can be attributed only toc chance.

TAPIF 16

MEIN ATTITUDE SCORES TCWARD ITEME RELATING TO ETINCCFNTRISM
AGCTRDING TC THF RELIGTOUS ATFILIATION OF THE
COLLECE ATTENDED BY TVUE RIS PONDENTS

Religious Affiliation of vean Attitude Scores
Ceollege Attended Toward E:thnocamrmm
Catholic College %2
Non=Catholic College 3La7

Cunmulative Mean (211 respondents) 3549

According to the data presented in Table 17, there appesrs to be no
discernible pattern of relationship between the social class of the
respondents and the mean attitude scores expressed toward items relating to
ethnocentrism.

The data in Table 17 closely parallels the data presenting attitudes
toward Negroes according to the social clase of the respondents. In both
groups of data the difference between means is sc slight that the social
class of the respondents seemingly has little or no relationship to the
attitudes expressed.




TARLE 17

MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD ITFMS REIATING TO ETHIOCENTRISM
ACCORDIMG TO THE SCCIAL CIASS OF THE RES PUNDENTS

social Class Mean Littitude Scores
' Toward Ethnocentrisnm

I, II 36,0
111 3640
Iv 3543
v 36.6
Unidentified 3546
Cunulative Mean (all respondents) 35.9

Tn Table 1F the mean attitude scores of the respondents toward items
relating to ethhocentrisa are presented according to the subject matter they
teach.

When the mean attitudes of the respondents toward Negroes according to
their teaching subjects were compared, the Social Studies and Emglish teachers
vere the most favorable toward Negroes; however, their mean attitude
reflected only a chance deviation from the mean attitudes of the remsinder
of the respondents in the study.

The same pattern is manifested by the respondents with respect to
iteme relating to ethnocentrism with one notable exceptions those rw;xmd@nt;
who identified themselves as teachers of Business and Vocational subjects
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are considerably more ethnocentric than 211 other respondents ranked
according to their teaching subjects. A standard score of 1,71 is obiained
in testing the difference between means of Social Studies teachers and
teachers of PBusiness and Vocational subjects; similarly a standard score of
1.65 is obtained when testing the difference between means of English
teachers and teachers cof Business and Vocational subjects. Both of these
standard scores, howaver, indicate a difference only at the .10 level of
certainty and therefore 2 chance deviation rather than a significant

difference between the means must be concluded.

TABLE 18

MFAN ATTITUDE SCORES T(WARD ITEMS REILATING TC ETHMOCENTRISM
ACCORDIMG TO THE TFACWING SUBJECT OF THE RESPONDENTS

Teaching Subject Mean Attitude Scores
Toward Ethnocentrism

Social Studies 3649
English 37.1
Mathematics and Natural Sciences 36.5
Business and Vocational 33.3
Other 3h.3
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 35.9

In Table 19 the respondents are ranked according to the number of

years of teaching experience.
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TABLF 19
MEAN ATTITUDF SCORFS TCWARD ITEMS REIATING TO FTVNCCEMTRISH

ACCORDIXG TO THE NUMBER OF YFARS OF TFACHING
EXFFRIFNCE OF THE RES FORDFINS

Number of Years of Mean Attitude Scores
Teaching Experience Toward Fthnocentrism
0l 355
55 38.0
10-14 35.1
15 or more 3L.0
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 3549

The data presented in Table 19 reveals a few pattemns of relationship
that are highly similar to the attitudes expressed toward Negroes in terms
of nusber of years of teaching experience. As in the previous chapter, the
largest difference in mean attitude scores is betweon those who have been
teaching betwean five and nine years and those who have been teaching fifteen
years or more. Although those who have been teaching between five and nine
years are considerably less ethnocentric than those who have been teaching
fifteen years or more, a significant difference in mean attitude scores
toward items relating to ethnocentrism is not obtained. A standard score of
1.h8 indicates a difference merely at the .15 level of certainty. However,
a somewhal larger standard scors of 1.62 1s obtained indicating that those
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who have been teaching between five and nine years are less ethnocentric than
the cumulative mean (all respondents) only at the .10 level of certainty.

Although no significant differences between mean attitude scores toward
items relating to ethnocentrism is observed acecording t¢ the teaching subjects
of the respondents, a pattern is clearly discernible that the teachers in the
five to nine year category are clearly the lsast antieNegro and ethnocentric
while those who have been teaching fifteen years or longer clearly exhibit
the most anti~Negro and ethnocentric attitudes of all the respondenits when
ranked according to their teaching subjects.

Table 20 presents the mean &ttitude scores of the respondents according

to the number of encyclicala they have read from start to finish.

TABLE 20

MFAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD ITFMS REIATING TC ETHNCCERTRISM
ACCORDIMG TO THE NUMBER OF EMCYCLICALS THEY HAVE
READ FROM START TO FINISH

Yumber of Mean Attitude Scores
Encyclicals Read Towsrd Ethnocentrism
3, h or s 36&)4
lor2 36,5
lone 3501

Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 35.9
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In Table 20, the data is similar to the mean attitude scores expressed

toward items relating to Negroes, namely that there is seemingly little or

no relationship between the number of Encyclicals read from start to finish

and attitudes expressed toward items relating to ethnecentrism,

After asnalyzing attitudes toward items relating to ethnocentrism from

the point of view of certain socic~economic characteristics of the respond-

ents,the data will be viewed from a second point of view.

In Table 21, a

distribution of the responses from the entire population is presented to

attitude items numbers sixteen to twenty-five or those items that focus

exclusively on ethnoeentrism.

TABLE 21

PrRCENTACE CF RESPONSFS TO ATTITUDE ITEMS
REIATING TO ETHNOCENTRISM

Pete In Pcts

Pcte in

Agreement Undecided Disapresement

16.

17,

Certain relipgious sects whose beliefs do
not pemmit them to salute the flag should
be forced to conform to such a patrioctice
action, or else be abolished. 27.8  17.4

Any group or social movement which contains
many forelgners should be watched with suse
picion and, whenever possible, be investi=
gated by the FBI. 20.1 97

One main difficulty with allowing the en~

tire population te participate fully in

government affairs (voting, jobs, etc.) is

that such a large percentage is innate-

1y deficient and incapable, 38.9 6.9

5he9

70.1

5kl




TARLE 21--Continued
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Pet. in
Agreement

Pcto Pcts in
Undecided Disagreement

19

20.

21,

22.

23.

2k,

25.

The most vicious, irresponsible, and
racketeering unions are, in most cases,
those having largely foreigners for
leaders.

We are spending too much money for the
pampering of criminals and the insane,
and for the education of inherently
incapable people.

Minor forms of military training,
obedience and discipline, such as drill,
marching and simple commands, should be
made a part of the elementary school
sducational progran.

The main threat to basic American ine
stitutions during this century has come
from the infiltration of foreign ideas,
doctrines, and agltators.

Fresent treatment of conscientiocus ob-
jectors, draft evaders, and enemy aliens
is too lenient and mollycoddling. If a
person wont't fight for this country, he
deserves a lot worse than just prison or
a work campe.

European refugees may be in need, but it
would be a big mistake to lower our
immlgration quotas and allow more to
enter the country.

Pecple who break the law should be
punished no matter how good their exe
cuse is.

9.0

38.9

2547

25.0

L5.8

17.k 7345

12,5 7540

1640 L5.1

10.L 70,8

13.2 61.1

28.4 L6.5

1l.1 43.0

Among the statemenmts which appear to be extreme and non-controversial,




62
statemants numbers seventeen, nineteen, twenty and twenty-two elicit only a
paucity of responses in agreement. Statements numbers seventeen, nineteen
and twenty-two place suspicion on social movements, labor unions and American
institutions which contain "foreigners® for leaders.

Among the controversial items concerning ethnocentrism, nearly half
(LS.84) agree that "People who break the law should be punished no matter how
good their excuse is*. In sharp contrast slightly more than cne fourth or
only 25.7% indicate that "Present treatment of conscientious objectors,draft
evaders and enemy aliens is too lenient and mollyccddling.® If a person won't
fight for this country, he deserves a lot worse than just prison or work
ecamp.® Furthermore on item number 16, only LO or 27.8% agree that ®Certain
religious sects whose beliefs do not permit them tc salute the flag sheould be
foreced to conform to such a patriotic action or else be abolished." The
latter two items present seemingly a contradiction to the frequently accepted
statement that "People who break the law should be punished regardless of
their excuse.” There appears to be an underlying respect for lawbreakers who
happen to be corscientious objectors, draft evaders or "members ¢f certain
religious sects" refusing to salute the flag. Perhaps the key to the appare
ent contradiction of respenses lies in a conflict over a state-churech heirar-
chy of values. In both of these statements "one's religious beliefs" are
given as contradictory to the law and hence prohibit "conventional patriotism%
An additional explanation for the favorabla attitude expressed toward conw-
scientious objectors, draft evaders and enemy aliens may lie in the faet that
the respondents, all being teachers, are occupationally deferred (or virtually

draft exempt in Illinois} and perhaps would be sympathetic to those seeking
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to avoid military induction. At the time the questionnaire was distributed,
the dispute over the political necessity and morality of the United States
role in the Viet MNam War possibly may have induced some favorable attitudes
toward "reasonable® draft evaders and conscientious objectors.

The data will nou be presented frow & third point of view, namely, to
deternine the significance of cross~comparisons and correlations between onets
attitudes expressed toward items relating to sthnocentrism and the attitudes
expressed toward other groups selected in the study---toward Negroes, Jews and
the Churche

Lfber examining the responses to attitude items numbers sixteen to
twenty-~-five, the respondents were ranked in quartiles in tems of high and
low ethnocentrisn scefes. Fach quartile contains thirty-six respondents.
These who were most ethnocentric comprised a quartile containing low ethno=
centrism scores ranging from fifteer to thirty-one points. The thirty-six
respondents whose scores ranged between forty-one and fifty comprised a
quartile containing the least ethnocentric or those receiving high ethno=-
centrism scores. Two quartiles of respondents (a total of seventy-two) were
intermediate scorers ranging from thirty-two to forty points on the attitude
items relating to ethnocentrism.

By uce of the Pearson r correlation, an attempt is made to determine
whether those who exhibit attitudes which are highly ethnocentric will
gimilarly exhibit attitudes highly unfavorable to Negroes, Jaws and the Churchq
Conversely, one might suspect that the quartile containing those respondents

who expressed the least ethnocentric attitudes would similarly express attie

tudes highly favorable teward items relating to Negroes, Jews and the Churche
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In Table 22 the Pearson r correlations of the quartiles containing high
ethnocentrism and low athnoeentrism scorers are contrasted with their attie-

tudes expressed toward Megroes, Jews and the Church.

TABLE 22

PEARSON R CORREIATIONS OF THE WIGH AND LOW ETHNOCENTRISM
QUARTTIFS WITH ATTITHIES EXPRESSED TOWARD
NEGROES, JEWS AND THE GHURCH

High Ethnocentrism Low Ethnocentrism
Scores (L1-50) Scores (15-31)
Low Anti-Negro +55 High snti-Negro 56
low Anti-Semitic «10 High Anti-Semitic 66
Low Anti-Church -e21 High Anti~Church -0l

Hypothesis 1A indicates that "Individuals who exhibit higher ethnocentrig
attitudes will exhibit hirher anti-Negre attitudes.” fThe Pearson r correla=-
tions obtalned in Table 22 strongly support this hypothesis. The quartile cond
taining the respondents who are highly ethnocentric (receiving lew sthnocenw
trism scores) also express attitudes which are highly unfavorable to Negroes.
The Pearson r of .56 indicates that a positive correlation between highly
ethnocentric and high anti-Negro attitudes is significant at the ,01 level of
certainty.

Conversely, those respondents contained in the quartile who ars least
ethnoeentrie (recelving high ethnecentrism scores) tend alseo to express attie

tudes hiphly favorable to items relating to Wegrces., The Pearson r of .55
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testifics to a significant, positive correlation at the .01 level of certainty
betwoen those respondents who expﬁess the least ethnocentric attitudes and
the highly favorable attitudes they express toward items relating to Negrces.

These findings, then, obtained by use of Pearson r correlations, tend to
strongly support the hypothesis that high anti-Negro attitudes will accompany
attitudes of individuvals which are hiphly ethnocentric.

Hypothesis 1B indicates that "Individuals who exhibit higher ethnocentrig
attitudes will exhibit higher anti-Semitic atiitudes.® Within the quartile
containing the highly ethnoecentric respondents (receiving low sthnocentrism
scores between fifteen and thirty-one) they similarly express attitudes highly
unfavorable to the Jews. The Pearson r of .66 indicates a positive correlatior
significant at the .01 level of certainty between highly ethnocentric attie
tudes and high anti-Semitie attitudes.

However, those respondents who are the least ethnoceniric do not necessad

rily exhibit a significantly low’anti-Semitio attitude. A Pearson r of .10
is obtained indicating only a slight positive correlation betwsen low ethno-
centric attitudes and low anti-Semitic attitudes.

Although the findings lend partial support te hypothesis 1R, the Pearson
r correlations do not indicate that total acceptance be attributed to the
hypothesis that *Tndividuals who exhibit higher sthnocentric attitudes will
exhibit higher anti-Semitic attitudes.®

When comparing the quartiles of respondents who &re most and least ethnos
centric with thelr attitudes toward items relating to the Church, Pearson rts
of «.0lL and =.21 ars obtained respectivaly. Both of thess corrslations indie

cate slirht negative correlations of little significance. 7In brief, those




66
respondents who are highly ethnocentric exhibit attitudes tending to be favor-

able toward the Church; those respondents who are least ethnocentric tend to
be unfavorable toward the Church. |

In summary, the findings suggest that the selected socio~-economic
characteristics of the respondents are not significantly related to the atti-
tudes exprossed toward ethnocentrism. FHowever, in terms of the naticnality
descent of the respondents, those who identified themselves as Polish did exe
hibit attitudes significantly more ethnocentrie (and Qore unfavorable toward
Negroes) than respondents who were identifled in the Irish or "Other" cate-
gories.

Seemingly, this finding lends support to Williams theory that the need
to conform tc the expectations of those groups to which the individual belongs
ereates feelings of soclal distance toward those groups perceived to be lack=
ing in mutuwally accsptable nonna.h7

A8 members of relatively recent immigrant groups, the Polish and Italién
respondents might be expected to exhibit a more rigid acceptance of their own
ethnic groups accompanying negative imagery to out-groups. Although the
Italian respondents expressed highly ethnocentrie attitudes similar to the
Polish respondents, their attitudes did not differ significantly from these
expressed by respondents of other nationality groups. Hence these findings
lend partial support to Wwilliams theory.

In concluding the discussion of the data concerning attitudes toward
ethnocentrism, Chapter 5 will explore the patterns of response expresszed towarg
the Church by the respondents in the study.

ki ' 520,




CHAPTER V
ATTITUDES TOWARD TUFE CHURCH

iIn this chapter, the attitudes exjressed toward items relating to the
Church will be analyzed from two points of view: (1) to determine the extent
to which the attitudes toward the Church of individuals possessing certain
socio~aconomic characteristics deviates from the attitudes expressed twafd
the Church by the maverage" respondent in the studys (2) to deteramine any
response patterns from the distribution of responses toward A'ahe Church on
attitude items number twenty-six to thirty-five on the questionnaire.

In this chapter, the data will not be presented from the third point
of view as was done in two previous chapters. It is the opinion of the writen
that the measurement of cross-coaparisons and correlations between one's
attitudes expressed toward the Church and other groupe selected in the study~
toward Negroes, Jews and ethnocentrism will not convey & relisble estimate or
meaningful presentation of the "real" attitudes of the respondents.

The statements focusing on attitudes toward the Church present several
difficulties to the writer in terms of their interpretive meaningfulness.
Since all the respondents in the study are Catholic and would seemingly
identify the Catholic Church as their frame of reference in responding to
items focusing on the Church, it is questionable whether the Thurstone
nscale of Attitudes toward the Church® is an appropriate instrument in

67
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L
eliciting responses about the Catholic Church. A second basic difficulty

in interpreting the responses of the participants emerges from the fact that
the statements do not lend themselves adequately tu distinguish between
respendents who express attitudes of constructive criticism of the Church and
the less critical respondents who express seemingly favorable responses to
the Church psrhaps because of personal alienation or lack of appreciation for
the Church's relevance to thé modern world. Finally the attitude statements
about the Church do not test the doctrinal orthodoxy of the respondents as
much as 1t tests their judgments concerning social allegations about the
Church in the form of stereotypes.

Because of the difficulty in interpreting whether attitudes constitute
a favorable or unfavorable response toward the Church, it is the opinion of
the writer that correlation by the use of standard scores would convey an
inaccurate presentation of the real attitudes endorsed by the respondents
toward the Church. Hence, the presentation of the data from this third point
of view will be eliminated in this chapter. Furthermore, the responses of
the participants.concerning the Church will not be interpreted ag favorable
or unfavorable but rather as an indicatiog of a socially conventional aprroval
or disapproval of the Church.

With these limitations in mind, an attempt is now made to compare the

mean attitude scores toward the Church of the respondents within a particular

Thurstone, op. cit., p. 61-63.
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socio~aconomic category with the mean attitude scores expressed toward the
Church by the "average" respondent in the study.

Table 23 presents the mean scores on attitude items number twentyesix
to thirty-five relating to the Church according to the nationality descent

of the respondents.

TABLE 23

MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD TFE CHURCH ACCORDING TO
THE NATIONALITY DESCENT OF THE RESFPONDENTS

Nationality Descent Mean Attitude Scores
Toward The Church

Irish 4045
Polish 38k
German 372
Italian LO.6
German=Irish 372
Other 39.7
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 39.1

The mean attitude scores in Table 23 indicate that the respondents
taken as nationality descent categories express attitudes of socially con-
ventional approval rather than disapproval toward the Church. Furthermore,
all the nationality descent groups cbtain higher mean attitude scores with

respact to attitudes toward the Church than they obtained on attitude items
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relating to sthnooentrisme However, &s was pouinted out in a previous chijpter,
a high mean attitude score toward the Church may not be indicative of
loyalty or a favorable constellation of attitudss toward the Church, bub
pernaps reflects a lack of constructive criticism concerning the Churchts
relevance to the modern world.

Although no significant differences between mean attitude scores are
obtained by use of standard scores in Table 23, the Irish mean of L0.5 dirfenL
from the Cerman mean of 37.2 at the .10 lavel of certainty by obtaining a
standard score of 1,67, Tt is evident that all the mean scores of the
nationality descent categories cluster closely around the cuaulative mean.
The Cerman mean &and Cerman=-Irish mean deviate farthest from the cumulative
mean than the means of any of the other nationality descent categories and
only obtain standard scores of 1.1l and 1.05 respectively.

Unlike the relatively unfavorable attitudes expressed by the raspandmtﬁ
in the Folish category toward items relating to Negroes and ethnocentrism,
it is noteworthy that the Folish mean attitude score toward the Church is
highly similar to the mean attitude scores obtained by the other nationality
descent catepories in Table 23+ The largest deviation from the Polish mean
attitude score is the Irish mean attitude score. A standard score of 1,26 is
obtained in testing the significance of these two mean attitude scores ine
dicating a difference only at the .30 level of certainty.

In Table 2 the mean attitudes of the respordents toward the Church are
presented according to the religious affiliation of the college they
attended,
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T4LBLE 2l
MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD THE CHURCH AGCORDIEG TO

THE RELIGIOUS AFFILIATICR OF THE COLLECGE
ATTENDED BY THE RES FOMDENIE

Religious Affiliation of Mean Attitude Scores
College Attended Toward The Church
Catholic College 39.2
NoneCatholic College 3847
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 391

Since there &rs no significant differences between the means in Table
2L, all the deviations are small ehough to be attributed to chance. However,
the respondents who indicated that they hed recelved most of thelr collere
training in Catholic institutions exhibited attitudes indicating sliphtly
more soclally conventionsl sprroval towsrd the Church than do the respondents
whe received most of their cellege training in non-Catholic institutions.

The findings in Table 2L, morecver, indicate a pattern of response
highly similar to the attitudes expressed toward items relating to Negroes
and ethnocentrism, Although there are no significant differences between
maans, the response pattern is evident that thoso respondents who have
attended Catholice colleges exhikit attitudes which are less anti-Negro, less
ethnocentric and express more saeialily conventicnal approval toward the
Church than thogse respondents who attended noneCatholic colleges.

In Table 25, the dats indicates a negligible pattern of relationship
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between the social clase of the respondents und the mean attitude exprecsed
toward the Church.
TAPLE 25

YMEAN ATTITUDE SCCURES TOWARD THE CHURCH ACCUEDIRG TC
THE SOCIAL CLASS (F THE RESFONDENTS

Social Class Mean Attitwde Scores
Toward The Church

I, 11 384
111 383
v 38.8
\ 39.7
Unidentified L0k
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 39.1

Perhaps cne mipght dtect the semtlance of & pattern of relationship
by observing the data in Table 25. It appears that the lower cne's social
class ranking, the more he expresses socially conventional ap,roval toward
the Church., However, the differences among the mean attitude scores are so
s8light that all deviations ust be attributed to chance.

4#1though the data in Teble 25 reveals a pattern of responges more
meaningful than the pattern of responses expressed toward items relating %o
Negroes and ethnooentrism, the conclusion is warranted that the sccial class
of the respondents seemingly has little or no relationship %o the attitudes

axpressed toward items relating tc Negrces, the Church or sthnocentrism.




in Tablo 26 the mean attituds sccres of the respondents toward the

Church are presanted according to the subjoct matier they teachs

TARLE 26

MEAN ATTITUDE SCCRES TOWARD THE CHURCH ACCCHDRIMG TC THE
TEACHIKG SUBJECTE (F THE RESFONDERTS

Teaching Subject Mean attitwde Soores
Toward The Church

Social Studies 3%k
Pnglish 390
Mathematics and Natural Sciences 391
Business ° Vocational 3540
Other Lhle3
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 39.1

In comparing the mean attitude acores of the respondents 2ccording to
their teaching subjects, the respondents identifisd as "Cther" (which
includes teachers ¢f classical and modern languapes, religlon and physical
education) express attitudes of socimily coerventional approval toward the
Church considerably moresc than all other respendents ranked accerding to
their teaching subjects. The mean atiltude score of ths respondents in the
sgihert categoery atiritutes significanily mere sccially conventional apigoval
toward the Church than the cumulative mean (all respondents)e A standard

score of 2,57 indicates a significant differsnce at the 0L level of certaint,
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An additional significant diffarence is cbtained between the mean

attitude score of the respondents in the "0ther" categery and the mean
attitude score of the Social ftudies teachers. A standard score of 2.37
indicates that respondents in the "Cther® category attribute sipnificantly
more soclally conventional approval toward the Churech than Social Studies
teachers at the .05 level of certainty.

Finally, the respondents in the "Other" category attribute considerably
more socially convantionél approval toward the Church than teachers of
English, and teachers of Mathematics and Natural Sciences. However, standard
scores of 1,77 and 1.83 are obtained respectively indicating differences
only &t the .10 level of certainty.

The pattern of responses expressed toward items relating to the Church
according to the teaching subjects of the respondents is quite dissimilar
to the pattemm expressed toward items relating to Negreoes and ethnocentrism,.
Although the teachers of English and Social Studies expressed atiitudes less
enti-Negro and less ethnocentric than the remainder of the respondonts in
the study, the "Other" category (teachers of classical and modern languages,
religion and physical education) attributes clearly more socislly cone
ventional aprroval toward the Church than all other respondents ranked
according to teaching subject including teachers of Fnrlish and Social
Studies.

In Table 27, the mean attitude scores of the respondents toward the
Church are presented according to the number of yesrs of teaching

axperience of the respondents.
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TARLE 27
MPAN ATTITUDE SCORFS TCWARD THE CHURCH ACCORDING TO THE -

HOMBEER OF YFARS OF TEACHING EXPERIEMCE BY
THE R¥S FONDERTS

Rusber of Ysars of Hean Attitude Scores

Teaching Experience Toward the Church
0=l 3845
5«9 ' 39.1
101k L0.6
15 or more LileS
Cunulative HMoans (all respondents) 3%.1

Although there are no significant differences between the means in
Table 27, there are some seemingly widespread differences between the means.
A standard scors of 1.88 is obtained in testing the difference between means
of those who have been teaching O-L years and those who have besn teaching
15 years or lonper, Althoupgh those respondents who have been teaching 15
yesrs or longer attribute considerably mors socially conventional approval
toward the Church thsn those who have besn tesching O-l years, s standard
score of 1.88 is obtained only at the .10 level of certainty.

The mean attitude score of thoss who have been teaching 15 ysars or
longer attributes also considerably more soccially conventional approval
toward the Church than the cumulative mean attitude {(all respendents).
Hovever, a standard score of l.71 is obtained indicating a difference only at
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the +10 lavel of certainty.

In Table 27, the pattern of responses is quite definitive. The data
suggests that the longer one has been teaching, the more he expresses
sccially conventional apyroval toward the Church. It is particularly note-
worthy that the respondents who have been teaching 15 years or longer express
considerably more socially conventional approval toward the Church than
those who have been teaching between five and nine years. This pattern goes
entirely contrary tc a previously obtained pattern, namely, that teachers in
the five to nine year category are clearly less anti-Negro and less ethno-
centric than those who have been teaching 15 years or longere.

Table 28 presents the mean attitude scores of the respondents toward

the Church according to the number of Encyclicals they have read from start

to finish,
TABLE 28
MEAN ATTITUDE SO°7XS TOWARD THE CHURCH ACCORDING
TO THE NUMBER OF ¥NCYCLICAIS READ BY THE
RESPONDENTS FRCY START TO FINISH
Number of Encyclicals Read Mean Attitude Scores

Toward the Church

3) h or 5 39-)3

lor2 39-5

None 38.6

Cumulative Mean (all respondents) 391
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The data in Table 28 illustrates the similar pattern expressed toward
jtems relating to Negroes and ethnocentrism, namely, that there appears to
be little or no meaningful relationship between the number of Encyelicals
read and the attitudes expressed toward items relating tc the Church.

After analyzing attitudes toward items relating to the Church from the
point of view of certain socio-economic characteristics of the respondents,
the data will be analyzed from the second point of view. In Table 29, a
distribution of responses from the entire population is presented to attituds
items number twenty-six to thirty-five or those items on the questionnaire

that focus speclfically on the Church.

TAPLE 29

FFRCENTAGE OF RESFONSES TO ATTITUDE ITEMS
REIATING TC THE CHURCH

Pct. in Fet. Pets in
Agreement Undecided Disagreement

26, I apprcve of the Church because I
know that Church attendance is a good
index of the nation's morality. 27.8 947 62.5

27+ I have convinced myself that the teach-
ing of the Church is altogether too
superficial %o be of interest to me. B3 9.0 82.6

28. My emotional reaction toward the Church
is negative due to lack of interest. 83 6.3 854

29. I am convinced that the Church is
shackled with moniad interests and does
not practice its ideals. 26.3 76 65.9

30, I have concluded that a man cannot be
honest in his thinking and endorse what
the ghurcti teaches. h? .l 22 09 29 08
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TAPIE 29-<Continued

Pcte in  Pot, Pct. in
Agreomemnt Undecided Disapgreement

31, I have a fesling that the Church fur-
nishes the stimulus for the best leader-
8hip of our country. hY-Z 2259 29'8

32. I am afraid that the Church is non-
sclentific and emotional depending for
its influence upon fear of God and of
hell. ?03 100h 1&;6

33. I am certain that the Church has a most
important influence in the development
of moral habits and attitudes, 7540 10.4 1.6

3he I 8m convinced that the Chureh is a
divine institution and that it should com-
mend my highest loyalty and respect. 83.1 3.5 £.3

35. I think the Church is moving ahead too
fast in the area of race relations. 17.4 15.3 67.3

Among the non-controversial statements, items 27, 28 and 30 focus on
the teaching of the Church and elicit little variation among the responses.
Such statements as "The teaching of the Church---is too superficial to be of
interest to me," "My reaction toward the Church is negative « « % " , , . &
man cannot be honest in his thinking and endorse what the Church teaches,"
elicited unfavorable responses no more frequently than 8.3% of the
respondents on these three jtems.

Although the vast majority of the respondents subscribed to statemsnts
about the Church as "a divine institution” commanding onet's "highest loyalty

and respect® as being an "important influence in the development of moral
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habits and attitudes," they are somevhat critical of the Church in terms of
its"monied interests® and the leadership it offers to our country.

In ‘tem number 29, more than one~fourth or 25.,3¢ agree with ihe
statement "I am convinced that the Church is shackled with monied interests
and does not practice its ideals." FEvident in these responses is the view
of the Church as a large corporation employing the power of religion &s a
means of increasing its wealth in terms of school and church buildings.

In -item number 26, 62.5% disagres with the statement "I approve of the
Church bgcauae I know that church attendance is a good index of the nation's
morality." Here the image of the hypocrite or the ¥modal Catholic® is
evident in that & person may view his faith in terms of church attendance and
completely independent of a personal or social morality. 1In this instance
the respendents might view church attendance as only slightly related to the
nation's morality.

In item 31 only L7.2¢ feel that "The Church furnishss the stimulus for
the best leadership of our country.” An additional 22.9% are "undecided® on
this item. Fnrhaps the lack of confidence in church attondance might be
attributed to the apparent confusion of the Churchts current stand on such
issues as birth control and race relations.

In item number 35, only 17.4% "think the Church is moving ahead too
fast in the area of race relations.® It is apparent that many respondents
who are unfavorable toward Negroes are reluctant to attribute blame to the
Church. Perhaps if the Church were to take a more vigorous stand on race
problems, more respondents would have agreed with item number 35,

In summary, the respondents expressed attitudes of seemingly high
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socially conventional approval of the Churche. However, the attitudes expressed
by the respondents toward the Church do not readily lend themsslves %o an
explanation for an individual's motivation for belonging to the Church. One
might speculate that those respondents expressing high socially conventional
approval of the Church may ve adherring %o what Allport describes ag an
minstitutionalized? religious cutlook. In this insititutionalized outlouk,
the individual sees vhe auihoritarian character of the Church and is
motivaled to belong for the sake of safety, power and authc:»r:i.'t.,y,.)48 ¥urther«
more, one might predict that thouse respondsnts who exhibited less critical
attitudes toward the Church are personaily alienated from the Church or lack
appreciation for the Church's relevance to the modern world.

it is likewise plausible that some of the respondents expressing nigh
soclally conventional disapprovel of the Church have an "interiorizedn
religious outluecxe According btc Allport the individual's metlvation for
belonging to the Church is bhased on its fundamental creed of brotherhood
which expresses the ideals that one sincerely believes in.hg

In concluding the analysis of the data concerning attitudes toward the

Church, Chapter Six will investigate the patiern of responses expressed

toward Jews by the respondents in the study.

hBAllport, 22.0 E}ﬁo, Pe Te

b9rpi4.




CHAPTER VI
ATTITUDES TOWARD JFWS

In this chapter, the responses to attitude items number thirty-six to
forty~five will be analyzed in order to present the patterns of response
expressed toward Jews by the participants. The data will be presented from
three points of view: (1) to determine the extent to which the attitudes
expressed toward Jews of individuals possessing certrin socio-econonmic
characteristics deviates from the attitudes expressed toward Jews by the
“average” respondent in the study; (2) to determine any response patterns
from the distribution of responses toward Jews on attitude items number
thirty-six to forty-five on the guestionnaire; (3) to determine the signifi-
cance of crossecompariscne and correlations between cne's attitudes expressed
toward Jews and the other groups selected in the study---toward Negroes, the
Church and ethnocentrism.

In analyzing the data from the first point of view, an attempt is made
to compare the mean attitude scores expressed toward Jews by the respondents
within a particular socio-economic category with the mean attitude scores of
other socio=-economic categories or the mean attitude score of the "averagen
respondent in the study.

In Table 30 the mean attitude =cores expressed toward items relating

to Jews are presented accerding to the nationzlity descent of the respondents,

81
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TABLE 30

MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD JEWS ACCORDING TO THE
NATIORALITY DESCENT OF THE RESPONDENTS

Nationality Descent Mean Attitude Scores
Toward Jews
Irish L2.8
Polish Ll.3
German L3.1
Italian L3.2
German~-Irish 39.6
Other Lkl
Curmlative Mean (all respondents) L2.8

the respondents exhibit highly favorable attitudes toward items relating to

Jews .

Church, 35.9 toward items relating to ethnocentrism and Sh.8 (based on
fifteen attitude items rather than ten) toward Negroes, the attitudes of the
respondents toward Jews is clearly more favorable than toward the other
groups selected in the study.

are obtained which indicate a significant difference at the .05 level of cere
tainty. The mean attitude score of those respondents classified as "(Other®

The cumulative mean attitude score of L2.8 in Table 30 indicates that

When comparing the cumulative mean attitude score of 39.1 toward the

Among the differences between the means in Table 30, two standard scores
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differs significently from the mean attitude score of the Cerman-Irish
respondents and the Polish respondents. Standard scores of 2.1 and 2415 are
obtained raspectively indicating differences significant at the .05 level of
certainty.

Considerably lower standard eocores are obtained in comparing mean
attitudes of German-irish respondents and all respondents (1.60); all
respondents and "Other? nationality descent groups (1.30); Felish and Geman
nationality descent groups (1.13)e

The pattern of respunses exrressed toward Jows sccord'ng to the
nationality descent of the respondents seamingly reflects & similar pattern
of responses exrressed toward iteme relating to Werroes and ethnocentrism,
The "Other" catepory, the Irish and the fiermans appear to be consistently
more favorable toward items relating to Negroes, Jews and ethnocentrism
while the Polish respondents are consistently less favorabls toward these
groups.

An additional interesting pattern among the responses is that among
each naticnality descent group, the mean attitude score toward the Church
is more favorable thén the mean attitude score toward items relating to
ethnocentrismj and the mean &ttitude scorse toward Jows is more favorable
than the mean attitude expressed toward items relating to both the Church and
ethnocentrism. Perhaps this pettern merely indicates that the respondents
gave increasingly more favorable responses toward the attitude items as they
proceded in completing the questionnaire.

In Table 31, the mean attitude scores toward Jews are presericd
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according to the religious affiliation of the college attended by the

respondents.

TABLE 31

MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD JEWS ACCORDING TO THE RELIGIOUS
AFFILIATION OF THE COLLEGE ATTENDED BY THE RESPCNDENTS

Religious Affiliation of Mean Attitude Scores
College Attended Toward Jews
Catholic College h2.9
Non=Catholic College L2
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) L2.8

The difference between the means in Table 31 indicates that the de-
viations are small enough to be attributed to chance. Since thers are no
standard scores obtainable at the .05 level of certainty, there are no sig-
nificant differences between the means in Table 31l.

The findings in Table 31 reflect a similar pattern of response toward
items relating to Negroes, the Church and ethnocentrism: namely, that those
respondents who have rsceived the greater part of their ecollege training in
Catholic institutions exhibit attitudes which are more favorable to items
relating to Negroes, Jews, the Church and ethnogentrism than those respondents
who received the greater part of their college training in non«Catholic

institutions. However, since no significant differences are obtainable at

the .05 level of certainty, the differences between means can be attributed




only to chancs.
In Table 32, the mean altilude scores toward Jews are presented

according to the social class of the respondents.

TARLE 32

MFAY ATYITUDE SCCRES TOWARD JFWS ACCCRDING TC THE
SWCIAL CIASS OF THE RES FUWDENTS

Seocial Class Mean Attitude Scores
Toward Jjews

I, 11 L247
111 43.3
v L1.6
v hk.0
Unidentified : 4346
Cumulative Mean (21l respondents) h2.8

Unlike the data revealing mean attitude scores toward items relating to
Negroes, the Church and ethnocentrism according to the socisl class of the
respondents, the data in Table 32 reveals some patterns of relationship
between the social class of the respondents and the attitudes they express,
The mean attitude score of those in social class V is significantly more
favorable toward Jews than the mean attitude score of those in social class IV
A standard score of 2.06 is obtained indicating a significant difference at

the .05 level of certainty.
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Smaller standard scores are obtained in comparing the difference be-
tween the mean attitude scores of the respondents in sccial class IV with the
mean attitude scores of the respondents in social class III and with the mean
attitude score of all respondents. Standard scores of 1.42 and 1.32 are
obtained respectively indicating that the mean attitude score of those
respondents in social class IV is less favorable toward Jows than the mean
attitude score of those in social class IIT or the mean attitude scors of
all respondents. However, these standard scores are significant only at the
+20 level of certainty and therefore reflect a deviation attributable only
to chance.

In Table 33, the mean attitude scores toward Jews is presented accord-

ing to the teaching subjects of the respondents.

TAELE 33

MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD JEWS ACCORDING TO THE
TEACHING SUBJECT OF THE RESPONDERTS

Teaching Subject Mean Attitude Scores
Toward Jews
Social Studies k1.9
English 5.3
Mathematics and Natural Science L247
Business and Vocational Ll.5
Other b2k
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) L2.8
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The data in Table 33 reveals a striking pattern: namely, that the
mean attitude score of the teachers of English is considerably more favorable
toward Jews than the mean attitude score of the remainder of the respondents
in the study when classified according to their teaching subjects.

Teachers of English are significantly more faverable toward Jews than
teachers of Social Studies, Mathematics, "Other" subjects (including teachers
of modern and classical languages, religion and physical edueation) and all
respondents. Standard scores of 2.83, 2.17, 2.07 and 2,50 are obtained
respectively indicating differences at least at the .05 level of certainty.

A standard score of 1.90 1s obtained in comparing the difference
between the mean attitude score of English teachers and teachers of Business
and Vocational subjects. This standard scors indicateg that the mean
attitude score of teachers of English is more favorable toward Jews than the
mean attitudevseore of teachers of Business and Vecational subjects only at
the .06 level of certainty.

It is noteworthy that although teachers of English and Social Studies
were less anti-Negro and ethnocentric than the remainder of the respondents
in the study classified according to teaching subjects, this pattern has
been somewhat altered in terms of attitudes expressed toward Jows. Although
the mean attitude score of Social Studies teachers toward Jews is quite
favorabls, it is nevertheless significantly less favorable than the mean
attitude score exhibited by English teachers toward the items relating to
Jews,

In Table 3L, the respondents are categerized according te the number

of years of teaching experience.
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TABLE 3L

MEAN ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD JEWS ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER
OF YPARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE OF THE RESPONDERTS

Nunber of Years of Mean Attitude Scores
Teaching Experience Toward Jews
0l h2,.6
5«9 bla?
10-1l L1
15 or more 40,5
Cumulative Mean (all respondents) L2.8

The data in Table 3L indicate that the largest differences betwssn
means exist between those respondents who have been teaching between five ang
nine years and the remainder of the respondents in the study when classified
according to the number of years of teaching experience. Those who have been
teaching between fivo and nine years are significantly more favorable toward
Jews than those who have been teaching behtween ten and fourteen years or
those who have been teaching fifteen years cr more. Standard scores of 2,07
and 2,21 are obtained respectively indicating significant differences at the
«05 level of certainty.

Those who have been teaching between five and nine years are also
considerably more favorable toward Jews than those who have been teaching

less than five years or than all respondents taken collectively. Standard




scores of 1.1 and 1.90 are obtained respeciively indicating sigrnificant
dlfferences only at the 06 level of certainty.

In viewing the daba according to the nunber of yeurs of teaching
experience by ihe respondents, & few consislent patierns are clearly observae
ble, Hespondents who have been teaching between five and nine yeuars are
conslderably more favorabls to iteuws relating to Negroes, Jewss and ethno-
cantrism than a1l obher respondents in the studys Turthermore, respondents whq
nave been teaching fifteen years or longer are clearly lese favorable toward
items relating Lo Negroes, Jows and elhnocenirism than all other respondenis
in the study.

In Table 35, the mean attitude scores toward Jews are presented accorde
ing to the number of Fncyclicals read by Lhe respondenis.

vty 3%

YFAY ATTITUDE SCORES TOWARD JFS ACCORDING TOQ THE
NUMFEER OF E¥CYCLICALS R¥AD FROM START TO
FINISH BY THE RESFONDENTS

Kumber of Encyclicals Read ¥ean Attitude Scores

Toward Jows
3) h,l S 142 .2
ier? L3.3
Honeg 1&2 o

Cumulative Mean (all respondents) L2.8




The data in Table 3% is highly siazilar to the data presenting attitudes
toward items relating to wegroes, the Church and ethnocentrism according to
the number of Fncyclicals read by the respondents. In &ll these groups of
data the differences between means are so slight f.hat seemingly thore 1s
little or no relaticnsnip beiween the number of Encyclicals read and the
attitudes expressed by the respondentss

In concluding the analysis of attitudes towards Jews from Lhe polnt of
view of the socioweconomic characteristice of the respondents, the data will
now be analysed from a second point of view. In thls second point of view a
distribution of responses by the entire population is presented to attitude
items number thirtyesix to i‘orbyffiw or those items that focus specifically
on Jowse

Although the majority of attitudes expressed toward the Jows were
favorable, it appears that only two items, numbers thirtyeeight and thiptyw
nine, were met with sume controversy. The sterectype of Jewish
nsaclusiveness® or clannishness and "power in money matters® is aprarent in
that thirty-six or 25¢ agreed that "Much resentment against Jews stems from
their tending to keep apart and to exclude Centiles from Jewizh social life."
Only a slight majority, or Sl.L% disagres that Jewish power and control in
money matters is far out of proportion to the number of Jews in the total
populatione

An aprarent inconsistency appears in the pattern of responses to liems
number thirty-nine and forty-two. Wwhile only nineteen or 13.2% agree that
nJews tend to remain a foreign element in American society, to preserve their

old soclal standards and to resist the American way of life," almost twice




a8 many or exactly one-fourth of the respondents agree that "Much resentment
against Jews stems from their tendency to keep apart and to exclude Gentiles
from Jewish social life."

Although these last two attitude items are highly similar in terms of
highlighting the stereotype of Jewish clannishness, almost twice as many agree
with item number thirty-nine in comparison with item number forty-two. In
item number forty-two, perhaps the usage of "foreign element® discourages
agreement with this statement. As previcusly mentioned, among the statements
dealing with ethnocentrism, items number seventesn, nineteen and twenty-two
also make reference to "foreigners® and hencs indicated low ethnocentric
attitudes. Perhaps the respondents are not inclined to subscribe to the
negative connotation frequently assocciated with the concept foreigner.

In item number forty, only 3.5% agree that "The Jews should give up
their un«Christian religion with all its strange customs (kosher diet, spec-
ial holidays, etc.) and participate actively and sincerely in the Christian
religion." while the relatively substantial percentage of 27.8%4 denies the
prerogatives of religious sects whose beliefs do not permit them to salute
the flag, the attitudes toward Jewish religious customs is considerably more
permissive and less ethnocentric. As a further illustration of the favorable
attitudes given toward the Jewish religion, less than 1% (.07%) or only one
respondent supports the statement that "Jews must be considered & bad
influence on Christlan culture and civilization." The absence of religious
ethnocentrism is also indicated by 96.5% who disagree that "The true

Christian can never forgive the Jews for their Crucifixion of Christ.n




TADLE 36

PERCENTACE OF HESFORSES TO ATTITUDE ITEMS
REIATIVO TC .TFWS

Pct. in Pet, Pet. in
Agreement Undecided Disagresment

36. To end prejudice against Jews, the first
step is for the Jsws tc try sincerely ic
ret rid of their harmful irritating
faults. ll‘,oé 11l.1 71}.13

37. The Jews must bs considered 2 bad influence
on Christian culture and civilization. o7 5.6 93.7

38. Jewish power and control in money matiers
is far out of proportion to the number of
Jews in the total population 20.8 27.8 51

39. Much resentment against Jews stems from
their tending to keep apart and do exclude
Centiles from Jewish social 1ife. 25,0 27.8 L7.2

LlO. The Jews should give up their un«Christian
religion with all its strange customs (kosher
diet, special holidays, etc.) and particie
pate actively and sincerely in the
Christian religion. 3.5 hie9 91.6

Ll. There seems to be some revolutionary streak
in the Jewish make-up as shown by the fact
that there are so many Jewish Communists

and agitators. 740 20,8 715
42, Jews tend to remain a foreign element in

American society, to preserve their old

social standards and to resist the

American way of life. 13.2 12,5 Tha3
L3. Most hotels should deny admittance to

Jews, as a ganaral rule. o7 2.1 9742

lihe The true Christian can never forgive the
Jows for their Crucifixion of Christ. h.2 27.8 68.0
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TABLE 36~=-Continued

Pet. in Peta Fete in
Aegreement Undeclided Disagreement

LS., When Jews create large funds for education-
al or sclentific research (Rosenwald, Heller,
etcs) It is mainly due to a desire for fame
and public notice rathsr than a really
sincere and scientiiic interest. Le2 11.1 Blie7

After analyzing the distribution of responses by the entirs pepulation
to attitude items number thirty-six to forty-five, the data will mow be
presented from a third point of view. Ap attempt will be maéa to determine
the significance of ecrossecomparisons and correlations betwesn onets attitudes
tovard Jews and the attitudes expressed toward other groups in the study-w=
touard Wegroes, the Church and ethnocentrism.

After oxamining the responses to attitude items number thirty-six to
forty-five, the respondsnte wers ranked in guvartiles in terms of those who
were highly favorable toward Jews and those who were least favorable toward
Jews. In each quartile there are thirty-six respondents. within the
guartile containing the thirty-six respondents who were highly faverable
toward Jews, the scores range from forty-seven to fifty points. The thirty=-
#ix respondentz who were least favorable toward Jews comprised a quartile
with scores ranging between twenty-three and thirty-nine points. Two
intermediate quartiles of respondents containing seventy~two respondents

received scores between forty and forty-six points in expressing their
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attitudes toward items relating to Jeuws.

Iy uze of the Pearson r correlations, an attempt is made to detarmine
whether those respondents who exhibit attitudes highly favorable toward Jews
will sirilarly exhibit attitudes hiphly favorsble toward the cther groups
selectzd In the study~=-toward Meprces, the Church and sthnocentrism, Con-
varsely, one might suspect that the guartile containing those raspondenta who
were least favorable toward Jaws would similarly express attitudes highly
unfaverabls te Negroes, the Church and ethnocentrism.

In Table 37, the Pearson r correlaticns of the guartiles containing
high anti~Semitic and low anti-Semitic scorers are contrasted wiih their

attitudes expressed toward Negroes, the Church and ethnocentrism.

TABLE 37

PEARSCH R CORREIATIONS COF THE FIGH AND 1LOw ANTI-
STMITISM QUARTILES WITH ATTITUDES EXFRESSED
TOWARD REGROES, THE CHURCH AND ETHNOCEINTRISH

Low Anti-Semitic High Anti-Semitic

Scores (L7=50) Scores (23-39)
Inw Anti-Aaoro 19 High Anti-Nepro 01
low Ethnccentrie 31 High Ethnoesntric £0
Low Anti-Church .15 High Anti-Church -.01

In Table 37, the Pearson r correlations indicate that a slight

positive correlation exists between those respondents who are highly favor-




$5
able toward Jews an the attitudes they express toward items relating %o
YMegroes, the Chureh and ethnocentrism. /Although each of these correlationg
iz clearly positive, none are pignificant at the JOF lavel of certainty.
Therefora; those who are highly pro~Jewish tend to express attitudes favore
able tuward items relating te Wegroes, the Church and ethnocentrism, Powever,
these pesitive correlations are net girnificant and muet be attributed to
chance,

imong the respordents within the quartile who exhibited hich antiw
Semitie attituder, the attitedes they express toward lioproes 2nd the Church
indicate correlatione of .01 and -.0) respoctively. Rowever in contrast, &
positive correlation is oltained between hiph anti-Semitic respéndents and
the attitudes they express toward items relating to ethnocentrism. The
Peprson r of 60 indicates that this positive correlation is significant at
the 01 level of certainty.

Therafore it can be concluded that no correlation exists between high
anti-temitic respondents and the attitudes they express Loward Negroes and
the Church. The findings, however, do support the conclusion that hirhly
ethnocentrie attitudes will &ccompany attitudes of individuale which dre
laeset favorable toward Jews,

In analyzing the respondents' zttitudes toward Jows, the findings
concur with Bettelheim's contention that with increasing upward social
mobility, a mores intense prajudice develops toward thosa who rank lover in

50

asocial class, Although thero were no significant differences in sttitudes

soﬁﬁttelhﬂim’ Qe cltey po 217
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expressed toward Jews or Negroes according to the social class of the respon-
dents, the attitudes toward Jews expressed by the respondents are considerably
more favorable than the attitudes expressed toward YMegroes.

Since all the respondents participating in the study were secondary
school teachers, the vast majority had experienced upward social mobilitvy.
Perhaps then one mirht attribute the relatively favorable attitudes expressed
toward Jews ag an indlication that Jews were not perceived by the respondents
as ranking lower in social class. Conversely, the unfavorable attitudes exe
pressed toward Megroes may be attributed te the fact that Megrces wers per-
ceived by the respondents as ranking lower in social class.

Furthermore, these findinpgs lend support to Allportts contention that
the lack of interpersonal centacts in the mechanical culture of our city
courled with the strength of advertising in relation to standards of living
arouses Iinsecurity and uncertainty in minds of men and thus forces standards
which call for contempt on people who are parceived &s poor and whe do not
reach the prescribed level of material existence.sl

After concluding the analysis of attitudes expressed toward Jews, the
final chapter will provide & summary of the findinegs &nd & comprehensive

picture of the conclusions drawn in the study.

5lallport, ope cite, po E.




CHAFTER VII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This thesls presents the findings of an inquiry into the selected
social attitudes of a sample of Catholic male lay teachers in Catholic high
schools. By partially identifying the attitudes of the high school teacher

‘toward Negroes, Jews, the Church and ethnoucentrism as being associated with
certain socio~economic characteristics, hopefully this study willjreveal
some of the possible influences that bear upon the individual teacher.

The universe of the study includes all male lay teachers currently
teaching in the Catholic boys 'high schoels throughout the Chicago area., A
total of 561 questionnaires were mailed to the participants in twenty-one
Catholic high schools of which 1L persons responded from approximately
fourtean high schools by mailing back completed copies of the questionnaire.

The guestionnaire was developed from & collection of items taken from

the Authoritarian Personality, Strangers Next Door a "Scale of Attitudes

Toward The Church" and a study by Sister Anthony Claret, O. S. F.; on the
values of religious women.

The questionnaire itself consists of eighty items of which the first
thirty-five items requested information concerning the socic=economic back-
ground of the respondemts; the remaining forty-five items are attitude

statements of various soclial issues requiring the respondent to indicate the
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extent of his agreement or disagreement with that particular item.

The respondents, all lay teachers in the Catholic high schools through-
out the Chicago area, are somewhat widely distributed in socio-economic
background. The "“average" teacher in the survey, however, typically has
experienced upward social mobility in the last generation and is an offspring
of a lower or lowere-middle class family. The most frequently identified
nationality descents are Irish, Polish, Cerman and Italian including a
sizable percentage of respondents who are representative of numberous other
nationalities. Typically, the respondents have received most of their
college training in Catholic institutions and have been teaching less than
five years.

Before presenting a summary of the findings, it should be noted that
the following four hypotheses were tested:

l. Individuals of those national descent or ethnic groups which have
most recently migrated to the United States will exhibit higher anti-Negro
attitudes than those nationality or ethnic groups which have less recently
migrated to the United Stsates.

2. Individuals who have received all or most of their college training
in a Catholic institution will exhibit lower anti-Negro attitudes than those
who received all or most of their college training in a non-Catholic
institution.

3. 1Individuals who have éxperianced measurable upward or dowrward
gocial mobility in the soclial class structure within the last generation will
exhibit higher anti-Negro attitudes than those who have remained stable in

the soclal class structure.
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L. Individuals who exhibit a hipgh degree of identification with their
own reference and membership groups will relate negatively to other groups
perceived to be in tension ideologically with such reference and membership
groups.

heAs Individuals who exhibit higher ethnocentric attitudes will
exhibit higher anti-Negro attitudes.

L=Bs Individuals who exhibit higher ethnocentric attitudes will
exhibit higher anti-Semitic attitudes.

Lk=C. Individuals who exhibit lower anti-Negro attitudes will exhibit
attitudes expressing socially conventional approval toward the (Catholic)
Churche

In the first hypothesis, it was predicted that individuals of ethnic
groups which have most recently migrated to the United States will be more
unfavorable to Negroes than ethnic groups who have less recently migrated
to the United States. It would be expected then that respondents who
identified themselves as Polish or Italian would exhibit higher anti-Negro
attitudes than respondents who identified themselves as Irish, German,
Irish=Cerman or "(Other" (including numerous miscellaneous nationalities to
which there was & small number of respondents)., By the use of standard
scores the first hypothesis, however, can only be partially accepted since
only the Polish mean attitude score of 50.0 is significantly less favorable
toward items relating to Negroes than the Irish mean of 56.1, the German
mean of 56,0 and the "Other" mean of 57.9. Those respondents of Italian
descent being identified as recent migrants to the United States obtain a

mean attitude score of 55.3 toward items relating to Negroes and therefors
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do not exhibit attitudes significantly different from the mean attitude
scores exrressed by the more recent i-migrants to the United States. Moree
over, thosa of Italian descent reflect an attitudimal pattern more closely
aligned with the responses of those of German and Irish descent,

with respect to attitudes expressed toward items relating to ethno-
centrism and Jews, the Polish attitude is highly similar to the attitudes
expressed toward Negroes. Although not significantly less favorable on items
relating to ethnocentriem and Jews, the Polish mean attitude scores show up
ag consistently less favorable to the selected groups than the other
nationality descent categories in the study.

In hypothesis number two, it was predicted that individuals who had
received their cellege training in Catholic institutions would exhibit
lower antieNegro attitudes than those who had received their college training
in none«Catholie institutions. Although those respondents who attended
Catholic colleges or universities exhibit attitudes more favorable Loward
items relating to Negroes, Jews, the Church and lower sthnocentrism, their
attitudes are not significantly more favorable than those who had received
their college training in non~Catholie institutions, Therefore, the findings
do not lend adequate support to this second hypothesis.

The third hypothesis states that individuals who have experienced
measurable upward or downward social mobility within the last generation will
exhibit higher antiNegro attitudes than those who have remained stable in
the soclial class structure. |

With respect to attitudes expressed toward items relating to Negroes,

the Church and ethnocentrism according to the social class of the respondents;
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the difference between means is so slight that the social class of the
respondents seemingly has little or no relationship to the attitudes exprosse
ade Howsver, a pattern of rslationship is observed betueen attitudes
expressed toward Jews by the respondents in social class IV and sccial class
Ve Social class V obtains a mean attitude score of LL.O teward Jesws and is
significantly mere favorable toward Jews than social class IV with a mean
attitude score of Ll.6. Howaver, even this finding does not lend support to
the third hypothesis.

when classifying the respondenmts according to their teaching subjects,
it is evident that no sipgnificant differences are cobtained. However,
teachers of English and Social Studies generally exhibited more favorable
attitudes on the questionnaire than the remainder of the respondents.

4 pattemn of relationship is clearly observable vhen classifying the
respondents according to the number of years of teaching experience. Thoss
respondeonts who have been teaching betwson five and nine years are signifie
cantly more favorable on ftems relating to Negroes and Jows than respondents
who have been teaching fiftean years or longer. The findings clearly
indicate that the respondents who have been teaching between five and nine
years are nore favorable on the attitude items than teachers who have had
more teaching experience or less teaching experience.

In the soclo-sconomic background portion of the questionnaire, the
respondents were requested to indicate whether they had read a select group
of five papal encyclicals. The findings indicats that there is little or
no meaningful relationship between the number of encyclicals read from start
to finish by the respondents and the attitudes they express toward items
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relating to Negroes, Jews, the Church sand eilhnocentrism.

Sub-hypotbesis Le-s states that individuals who exhivit higher ethnocene
tric #ttitudes will exhibit higher anti-Negro attitudes. 7The identification
of respondents who exhibit higher ethnocentric attitudes 1s determinad by
those who rank in the highest quartile (those thirty-six respondents who are
most ethnocentric or conversely, who receive the lowest scores witn regpect
to attitude items focusing on ethrocentrism). A Pearson r of ,56 is obtained
indicating that a positive correlation between highly ethnocentric and high
anti-Negro attitudes is significant at the .01 level of certainty. (onverselyd
those respondents who are the least ethnocenbric are also highly favorable
toward items relating to Negroes. A pearson r of 55 is obtained indicating
a correlation significant at the .01l level of certainty. These findings then
lend strong support to the acceptance of hypothesis L-A.

Subehypothesis LB indicates that individuals who exhibit higher ethno-
contric attitudes will exhibit higher anti-Semitic attitudes. The Tindings
indicate that within the quartile containing highly ethnocentric respondents,
they similarly express attitudes highly unfavorable to Jews. A pPearson r of
.66 1s obtained indicating a positive correlation significant at the .01
level of certainty betwasn respondenis expressing highly ethnocentric atiie
tudes and the attliudes they oxpress loward Jews. However, those who are
the least ethnocentric do not necessarily exhibit a significantly low antie-
Semitic attitude. A Psarson r of .10 is obtained indicating only a slight
positive correlation between the respondents expressing low 2bhnoceniric
attitudes and the attltudes they express toward Jews.

Although the findings lend partisl support to hypothesis LB, the




\ 103
Pearson r correlations do not indicate that total acceptance bhe attributed
to the hypothesis that "Individuals who exhibit higher ethnocentric attitudes
will exhibit higher anti-temitic attitudes.n

Wwhan comparing the quartiles of respondents who are most and least

ethnocentric with their attitudes toward items relating to the Church,
s8lipht negative correlations of little signifieance are obtained. Briefly,
those respondents who are highly ethnocentric exhibit attitudes tending
toward socially converntional approval toward the Church; those respondents
who are least ethnocentric tend to express scclally cenventional disapproval
toward the Church.

In sub-hypothesis L«(, it was predicted that individuals who exhibit
lower anti-Negro attitudes will exhibit attitudes expressing conventional
approval to the (Catholic) Church. Contrary to expectations, respondents
who exhibit attitudes highly favcrable toward Neproces exhibit attitudes of
high conventional disapproval toward the Church. A Pearson r of -.LS is
obtained indicating a negative correlation at the .0l level of certainty.
HMoreover, respondents within the quartile exhibiting high anti-Xegrc attitudes|
tend to express attitudes of high conventional approval toward the Church.
A Pearson r of «,11 is obtained indicating a slight nepative correlation of
little signifiecance,

These findings then lead te the rejection of hypothesis L-C and lend
support to the ceneclusicn that attitudes of high conventional disaprroval
toward the Church accompany the attitudes of respondents who are highly
favorable to Megroes,

A rather sigrificant conclusion warranted by the findings is that
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respondonts who exhibit highly proshogre attitudes similarly express attitudes
highly favorable te Jews and low ethnucentrisme FPoarson r's of 40 and 40
are obtained respectively indicating & positive correlation at the .05 lsvel
of certaintys. However, the findings do not lend adequate support o the
eonverse proposition thai respondents whio exhibit attitudes ieast favorable
toward Negroes will similarly exhibit attitudes least favorable to items
relating to Jews and high ethnocenirlsme Only slight positive correlations
ara obbained and therefore do not support this conclusions

islvhough the findings indicete virtualiy no correlation between
regpondents who exhibit aititudes least favurable toward Jews and the
attitudes they express toward Negroes and the Church, the findings strongly
support the ccnclusion that highly ethnooentric attitudes will &ccompany
attitudes of raspondonts who are least favorable toward Jews., A Pearson r
of &0 indicates 3 positive correlation significant at the .01 level of
certainty. Furthermore, amcng the respondents who exhibili attitudes highly
favorable toward Jows, the attitudes they express toward items relating te
yegroes, the Church and ethnocsntrism temds to be favorable. rearson ris of
«19, o16 and 31 are obiained respectively, irdicating muderately pusiiive
correlations—--however, not significant at the .05 level of certainuy.

It is questionable whether the statements adequately measure the
quality or the extent of the prejudice manifested by the respondents in the
study. &85 has besn pointed out previcusly, the sttitude statemenis fvcusing
on the Church do nol pgive a relisble estimate of the real attitudes of the
reapondents. There is the possibility that the Thursitone "sealis of attitudes

Toward the Church® is an lnappropriate instrument as the frame of relorence
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toward the Church of a sample of entirely Catholic respondents. Secondly,
because of the nature of the attitude items concerning the Church, there are
difficulties in meaningfully distinguishing between respondents who express
attitudes of constructive criticism of the Church and the less critical
respondents who express attitudes seemingly favorable toward the Church
perhaps because of personal alienation or lack of appreciation for the
Church's ralevance to the modern worlde Finally, the attitude statements
about the Church do not test the doctrinal orthodoxy of the respondents as
much as it tests their judgments concerning social allegations about the

Church in the form of stereotypes.

Relevance to Theory

In terms of Mertonts reference group theory, individuals do not
necessarily internalize a set of values established by the groups to which
they belong but probably acquire behavior patterns which are significantly
shaped by groups to which the individual is not a part.s2 The findings in
this study do not lend themselves to an accurate interpretation of any
single reference group or membership group significant for the respondents.
As Newcomb has concluded in his study of value-assimilation by college
students, one's behavior is significantly shaped by groups to which he does

53
not belong. In accordance with Mertonts reference group theory, one might
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predict that perhaps the larger society rather than the immediate social
environment constituted by the soclal relationships to which the individual
is directly engaged may have served as a significant frame of reference for
the respondents in this study. Moreover, identification with public fipures
or adherence to "middle class values" could have been more meaningful
reference groups than any of the socio-economic characteristics or reference
groups isolated as independent variables for analysis in this study.

Although the findings suggest that the selected socio=economic
characteristics of the respondents are not significantly related to the
attitudes expressed by the respondents, the nationality descents of the
respondents did reflect some divergent patterns of response. Those who
identified themselves as Polish did exhibit attitudes significantly more
ethnocentric (and more unfavorable to Negroes) than respondents who ﬁars
identified in the Irish or ®Other" categories.

Seemingly, this finding lends support to Williams theory that the need
to conform to the expectations of those groups to which the individual
belongs creates feelings of social distance toward those groups perceived to
be lacking in mutually acceptable norms.sh

As members of relatively recent immigrant groups, the Polish and
Italian respondents might be expected to exhibit & more rigid acceptance of

their own ethnic groups accompanying negative imagery to oute-groups. Although

SL‘Williams, OPe Cit-, FPe 19"2Q
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the Italian respondents expressed highly ethnocentric attitudes similar to
the Polish respondents, their attitudes did not differ sisnificantly from
those expressed by respondents of other nationality groupse. Hence these
findings lend partial support to Wwilliams theory.

The attitudes expressed toward the Church by the respondents seemingly
manifest high socially conventional approval of the Church. MHowaver, the
attitudes expressed toward the Church do not really lend themselves to an
explanation for the individualts motivation for belonging to the Church.
One might speculate that the responses toward the Church adhere closely to
Allportts dichotomy of the institutionalized and interiorized relipious
outlooks.55 In the institutionalized outlook, the individual sees the
authoritarian character of the Church and is motivated to belong for the sake
of safety, power and authority. Furthermore, one might predict that those
respondents who exhiblted less critical attitudes toward the Church are
personally alienated from the Church or lack appreciation for the Church's
relevance to the modern world,

It Is likewise plausible that some of the respondents expressing high
soclially conventional disapproval of the Church have an ®"interiorized®
religious outlook. According to Allport the individual's motivation for
belonging to the Church is based on its fundamental creed of brotherhood

which expresses the ideals that one sincerely believes in.

SsAllport, op. E&E” Pe To
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In analyzing the respondentts attitudes towerd Jews, the findinge
concur with pPettelheimts contention that with increasing upward social
mobility, a more intense prejudice develops toward those who rank lower in
social class. Although there wore no siprnificant differences in attitudes
expressed toward Jews or Negroes according to the sccial class of the
respondents, the attitudes toward Jews exyressed by the respordents are
congiderably more favorable than the attitudes expressed toward Yegroes.

Since all the respondents participating in the study were secondary
schocl teachers, the vast majority had experienced upward social mcbility.
Perhaps then cne might attribute the relatively favorable attitudes expressed
toward Jews as an indication that Jews were not perceived by the respcndents
as rankihg lower in social class. Conversely, the unfavorables attitudes
expressed toward Negroes may be attributed to the fact that Negroes wers

perceived by the respondents as ranking lower in social class.

Implications for Future Research

Perhaps further research should take place concerning the implication
that the layman's attitudes toward the Church may have a significant bearing
on the capacity of Catholic secondary education to transmit positive values
to its students. It has been suggested that the alleged failure of Catholic
secondary education to transmit positive social attitudes may be attiributable

in part to tensions betwsen the lay faculty and religious facultye

Séﬁettelheim’ E_E. E_i}.-, Pe 217'
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administration in Catholic secondary schools.

Further research is also needed repgarding the differences in attitudes
expressed by the varicus sociow-gconomic categories. It is questionable
whether the socio-economic characteristics of the groups that were cone
trolled in the study are relevant to ascertaining meaningful differences in
attitudes. Perhaps additional research on the influence on such variables
as soclal class and age might reveal larger differences in attitudes than
might be expected. However, as has been sugpgested by Gordon Allport,
additional exploratory research may reveal that much prejudice iz attributed
to the impersonal and mechanical culture of our large cities where the lack
of interpersonal contacts arouses insecurity and uncertainty in the minds of
men, Furthermors, the strengths of advertising in attempting to create
material needs possibly promotes standards which call for contempt of people
who are peor and do not reach the prescribed level of material existence

57
within the class system.

-
5 Allpox’t, B_Eo .C_.E.E-, E» Be
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A PPENDIX

Dear Member of the lay Faculty:

A guestionnaire has been distributed to you as a participant in a
survey of lay teachers in the Catholic High Schools throughout the Chicago
area, The survey is being conducted as & part of the degree requirements
for the Master of Arts.

Being & lay teacher myself, I know that your time is precious.
However, I will be most grateful if you cculd help me out by taking a few
minutes to fill out your copy of the questionnaire. After completing the
questionnaire, please seal it in the envelope provided and retum it to
your Prineipal.

Please do not sign your name to the questionnaire for all information
is confidential and anonymous. |

Should you be interested in the results of the survey, I would be
happy to provide that information.

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation, I am

“incerely,

Thomas (. Schackmuth
Notre Dame High School for Boys
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SURVEY OF 1AY TEACHERS

11l

This is an anonymous study; please do not sign your name, Flease check items

where appropriate.

in by you.

1.

2.

3.

Lo

5e

6.
Te

If you presently teach, check the appropriate lins.

8o
be
Ce

Grammar School
Aigh School

Collepe

Please pgive specilic answers where they are to be filled

If you teach in high school or college, list the subjects you are

teaching thiszs semester.

How many ysars have you been teaching at this school?

a. 1 year or less

b.

2« years

ce 5+9 years

d. 10 or more years

l

How many years have you been teaching?

a. O«li years
be 5«9 years

Ce
de
G

What is your age now?

- 49
b.
Ce

10=1l; years
15-.19 years
20«-2l; years

20-2L years
25-29 years
30=3l years

I

d. 35«39 years
8, LO«L) years

Give the race to which you belong.

fe
E»
h.

i.
Je

25«29 years
303l years
35«39 years
LO<hli years
LS or more

What is the country of birth of:

a. You
b. Father

cs Mother

S
B —————————
T —————————

g.SO—Sh years
he55-59 years |

1. 60 or more

d« Crandparents




8. How would you describe your family's national descent?

{(Irish, Polish, etc.)

9« In what kind of community have you resided most of your life?

ae. Rural farm area

b« Rural non-farm area

Cce Small town, less than 10,000
ds City, 10,000 « 99,559

e« large city 100,000 or over
f+ Suburb near large city

g VA — .

10, Circle the number in each group which indicates a,proximately how many
years of schooling each of your parents completed. (If you cannot give
an exact number, iry to give an approximate answer.)

FCR YOUR FATHER GRADE SCHOOL  HIGH SCHOOL COLIR(E POST GRAD
FOFTIC SCECOL 1,2,3,0,5,5,7,8 "1,2,3,L Lyly3,h
CATHOLIC SCHOCL 1,2,3,L,5,6,7,6  1,2,3,kL 1,2,35h

FOR YCUR MOTHER  RADE SCHOGL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE FOST GRAD
FUPLIC SCHOOL 1,2,3,055,6,7,8 “1,2,3,4 1,2,3,0
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 1,2,3,L,5,6,7,8 1,2,3,4 1,2,3,k

11, The following questions pertain to your fatherts major occupation. If
your father is retired or not living, tell what his occupation was.
what is your fathert!s occupation? (Please specify his particular job,
e.g., auto mechanic, railrcad conductor, baker, baker self-smployed)

12, what is the estimated annual income of your father?

a. $4,000 or less

be More than $L,000 but less than £7,000
ce $7,000 to $10,000

de $10,000 to $15,000

8. $15,000 and above

|

13. If you have brothers, pleass 1list their occupations on the following
lines. Be specific.




.
1s.

16,

17,

18,

19.
20,
21.

116

Number of brothers and sisters who are 25 ysars or older

Number of brothers and sisters 25 years or older who have completed
the following levels of education: (Iist each brother and sister onl
once; €. go, if he completed grammar school and high school, list him
only as having completed high school.)

Rrothers Sisters

CGrammar Scheol Ge
High School b.
Collsge Ce
Graduate Work (specify) de

S

f.
Professional School (specify)

e

h.

i.

To which social class do you think your family belonged?

“hen you were 15 Today

a. Upper
b, Middle
¢+ Working
d. Lower

i

Please indicate the years you attended public or Catholic schools by
circling the grades. Use a checkmark under Graduate Work.

CGRAMMAR SCKOOL  HICGH 3CHCOL COLLECE CRATUATTE EE.
PUBLIC SCHOOL 1,2,3,50,5,5,1,0 1,2,3,0 1,2,55U

CATHGLIC SCHOOL 152,3,L,5,6,7,8 1,2,3,L 1,2,3,k4

Did you receive a college degrse? Yes Ko

What college did you attend?

Are you now working toward a college degree? Yss Ko
Do you have a Master'!s degree? Yas No
If no, are you now doing graduate work toward

a Master's degree? Yes No
Do you have a Doctorts Degree? Yes No
If no, are you now doing graduate work toward

a Doctorts degree? Yes No




22.

23.

2k,

25,

27.
28,

29.

30.

what is (was) your major fisld? In college

In graduate work toward a Masterts degree

In graduate work toward a Noctorts degree

Approximately how many semester hours (college level or higher) do you
have in the following?

a. Rconomics d. Political Science g« Theology
Ve History e. Psychology h. Education
ce Philosophy f. Soclology

Have you ever taken a specific course in papal social thought or papal
social encyclicals? Yes No

Would you describe the handling and covsrage of the scocial encyclicals
in classes other than spocifically social encyclical classes as:
(Check more than one if necessary.)

a, Done with depth
be Done superficially
¢+ Not done at all

——

Check the encyclicals you have read from start to finish, if any:

a, Quadragesimo Anno de. Mater et Magistra
b. Rerum Novarum e« Pacem in Terris
¢, Mysticl Corporis

Which subject do you feel most prepared to teach?

Are you teaching this subject? Yes No

Which subject do you feel least prepared to teach (of the subjects you
are teaching now)?

At what year of the Catholic studentt!s education, if any, do you
think we should start teaching Christian Social Principles?

Circleones 1 2 3 L 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Should not.

What subjects, in your opinion, if any, lend themselves %o the
teaching of Christian Social Prineiples?




33.

35.
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vave you ever had any unplessant persorel experience in regard to the
colored?
Yes Yo

If yes, plesse vxplain,

Pave you over had any pleasant perscnal axperiencs in regsrd to the
colored?

Yes Yo

If yes, please explain.

Your reliricon is

The following statements refer to opinions regarding a number of sccial
groups end lesues, about which some peopls agree and cthers disapgree. Please
mark each statement in the leftehand marpgin according tc¢ ysur spgrosment or
digagreement, as follows:

i

1 -« strongly agree

2 - moderstely agrse

3 « Undacided

L = mederately disagree
5 - styrongly disagree

1. 1t is wrong for Negroes and whites to intermarry.

¢« Negroes seer Lo have an aversion to plain hsrd work; they tend to
be a parasitic element in society by finding sasy, nunproductive
Jobs.

3« MNegroes should be more concerned with their personal appearance,

and not be so dirty and smelly and unkenpte.

L+ There is littls hope of correctins the racial defects of the Negrve

since these defects are simply in their blood,

5. It wonld be to the best interests of all if the Werroes wouid form
their own nation and keep more to themuslves,

6+ (n the whole, the Yegross have probhably contributed less to
s=erican life than any other groups

F
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Be

|

|

19,
20

2l.

|

224

23.

2k,

25,

.l
1t would be a mismtake t- rave Merroes for foremsn and leaders over
whites.,

Nogroes may have 2 part to play in white civilization, but it is
best tc keep them in Lheir own distriots and schools and te
orevent too much intermixing with vhites,

The pecople who raisze all the talk about putting Negroes on the same
level as whites and giving them the sane privileges are mostly
radical agitators trying to stir up conflicte.

“iddle class colored people should be allowed to¢ buy or rent homes
in middle clase white neighborhouds.

felored people are by nature prone to crime, illegitinacy, poverty
anu ignorance.

Most colored persons are trested fairly in the U. 8. most of the
time.

Cclored pacple have & body odor because of the pigment of their
sicin,

If & colored family buys a home in an alle-white neighborhcod, the
property values of all other residences drop inevitably.

The most prevalent and fundamental cause cf tlighted noighbturhoods
iz negligence and destruction on the part of the inhabitanta.
Certain religious secis whose bellefls d¢ not permit them to salute
the flag should be forced to conform to such @ patriotic action,
or else be abolished.

Ary group or social mevement which contains many foreligrners should
be watched with suspicion andy whenéver possible, be investigated
by the FRI.

One main difficulty with allowing the entire population to
participate fully ir rovernment affairs (voting, jobs, ete.) is
that such a large percentape is irnstely deficient and incapablee
The mogt vicious, irresporsible, and racketeering unions are, in
most cases, those having largely foereigners for leaders.

We are spending too much money for the pampering of eriminals and
the insane, and for the education of inherently incapable people.
Mincr for~s of military training, obedience and discipline, such
as drill, marching and simple cowmends, should be made a part of
the elamentary schocl aducational program.

The main threat to basic Amsrican institutions during this

century has coms from the infiltration of foreign ideas, doctrines,
and agitators,

Present treatment of consclentious objectors, draft evaders, and
enemy aliens is too lenient and mollycoddling. If & person won't
fight fer this country, he deserves a lot worse than just prison
or & work camp.

Furopean refugees may dbe in need, but it would be & bip mistake
to lower our immlgration quotas snd allow more tc enter the
country.

People who break the law should be punished no matter how good
their excuse is.




26,

|

27.
28,

|

|

29.
30.
31.

|

32.
33
3L,y
35.
36.
37,
38.
39,
Lo,

UL

|

1.

L2,

L3,

—
LL’J-
PR

120

I approve of the church because I know that church attendance is a
good index of the nationt's morality.

I have convinced myself that the teaching of the church is
altogether too superficial to be of interest to me.

My emotional reaction toward the church is negative due to lack of
interest. \

I am convinced that the church is shackled with monied interests
and does not practice its ideals.

I have concluded that a mar cannot be henest in his thinking and
endorse what the church teaches.

I have a feeling that the church furnishes the stimulus for the
best leadership of our country.

I am afraid that the church is non-scientific and emctional
depending for its influence upon fear of God and of hell.

I am certain that the church has a most important influence in the
development of moral habits and attitudese.

I am convinced that the church is a divine institution, and that
it should command my highest loyalty and respect.

I think the church is moving ahead too fast in the area of race
relations.

To end prejudice against Jews, the first step is for the Jews to
try sincerely to get rid of their harmful and irritating faults.
The Jews must be considered & bad influence on Christian culture
and civilization,

Jewish power and control in money matters is far out of
proportion to the number of Jews in the total populaticn,

Much resentment against Jews stems from their tending to keep
apart and to exclude Gentiles from Jowlish social life.

The Jews should give up their uneChristian religion with all its
strange customs (kosher diet, special holidays, stc.) and particiw
pate actively and sincerely in the Christian religion.

There seems to be some revolutionary streak in the Jewish make~up
as shown by the fact that there are so many Jewish Communists and
agitators.

Jews tend to remain & foreign element in American soclety, to
preserve their old social standards and to resist the American way
of life.

Most hotels should deny admittance to Jews, as a general rule.

The true Christian can never forpive the Jews for their
crucifixion of Christ.

LS. Wwhen Jews create large funds for educational or scientific

research (Rosenwald, Heller, etc.) it is mainly due to & desire
for fame and public notice rather than a really sincere and
scientific interest.
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The thesis submitted by Thomas G. Schackmuth has
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approval with reference to content, form, and mechanical
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