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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION TC THE RESEARCH

Perhaps one of the most outstanding characteristics of the age in which
we live is the tendency to carefully scrutinize and re-evaluate some of the
asic principles shaping the fundamental socio-religlious institutions of our
soclety., This tendency to scrutinize ls evidenced in many ways: in the spirit
Jof ecumenism, which quite frankly admits that Catholics have fa'led, on occa-
sion, to comprehend and sympathize with the position of their Protestant breth-
ren; in the current existential approaches to religion, which indicate that our
knowledge of God, of man, and of man's position in this world cannot be as cer-
tain as we, with our neat and precise definitions, may have wished them to seem;
in the recent liturgical renewals within the Church; and in the modern concept
{of the role of the priest, sister, and lay apostle; in the fields of education
and the soclology of religion, where the parochial schools have been criticiszed
Jsharply for aparently failing to fill a modern dqy‘need. Evidence of this fact
lcan be seen in the writings of many earnest and sincere persons, both lay and
religious, whose objective is to see that the emphasis of religious training is
[placed in the most vital area for the present time in history. One of the most
#mcent of these wrltings is the book, Are Parochial Schools the Answer? by_Mnry

Perkins Ryan, in which she states:

In trying to provide a total Catholic education for many
of our young people as possible, we have been neglecting to pro~
vide anything like adequate religious formation for all those
not in Catholic schools, and we have been neglecting the religious
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formation of adults., Yet to give religious formation, not

only to children and young people but to all its members, is

part of the Church's essential mission: 'Go, make disciples

of all nations'! -- a disciple being by definition a learner,

And along these same lines Father Dennis Geaney, 0.S.A., a popular lecturer and
writer on social and religious conditions, states:

Seldom does the debate get to the heart of the matter and address
itself to questlons that are more difficult to answer: Is the
Catholic school system responding to the basic need of forming
Christians for our times? Are we focusing too mch attention

on children at the expense of adults? Do our efforts at bullding
and maintaining our school system force us to give secondary
place to the developing of a worshipping commnity? . . . Has

it produced generations of Catholics with the Christian spirit
suggested by Plus XI or have we mass-produced generations of
practicing Catholice who lack the Christian spirit and, who in
spite of their religious posturings, fail to give witness to

Christ as adults in the many faceted and fas%inating world of
change in which God has lovingly placed us?

Methods of rol:_lgious instruction are being revamped, Increasing prob-
lems of juvenile delinquency and school drop-outs, as well as difficulties in
other areas related to education and sociology, have necessitated a re-thinking
of the exact nature of the relationships existing among the school, family, and
child,

In general, then, today's problems and aspirations of soclety cause men
to look very carefully at the basic ideas behind the institutions and practices
that are a vital part of their daily life. It is the intention of this re-
rsearcher to look closely at one of the facets of our 20th Century Catholie life,

the religious formation of the young.

1Ma.ry Perkins Ryan, Are Catholic Schools the Answer? (New York: Holt,
[Rinehart, Winston Co., 1964), p. 28.

zRav. Dennis Geaney, 0.S.A., "Catholic Schools/Sacred Cow...or Sacred?"
Our Sunday Visitor, LII, (Jamary 26, 1964), p. 8.
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This study concerned itself with the attlitudes and nractices of
eighth grade students in the areas of religlious doctrine, religious practices,
authority, certain moral issues, and the importance of the Catholie Church in
the world today.

The study was carrled out in a mid-western commurity of about one
hundred twenty thousand people. Throughout this community are located eight
Catholie¢ schools, each having a corresponding Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine program. A written questionnaire was distributed to all the
eighth grade students in the parochial schools and in the C.C.D. classes and
it is the responses from these questionnaires that form the basis of this
study. After the questionnaires were returned an attempt was made to com~
plle two groups of students, one group having attended the parochial school
for eight years and the other group having attended the mublic school for
eight years, whose background matched as closely as possible, for example --
all children are thirteen or fourteen years old, the parents J3f the children
are both Catholic, both parents are living together, the children and their
parents were born in the United States, if the child attended the parochial
school his father also had to attend parochial school, at least for the
eight years of elementary school and the same for the father of the public
school child ~- his slsmentary school education had to be in a public school.
The final sample used in the study consisted of forty students -~ twenty boys
and twenty girls -~ from the parochial schools and forty students from the
public schools, Chapter Two will go into more detail on the description of
the sample and the methodology used in the study.

When looking at the religious formation of youth, we are doing so as
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it is brought about in the home and school, for these are the principal
educating factors in the life of the child., Pope leo XIIT saw the need for
correlating relipious and secular instruction in the total education of every
man when he said:

It is absolutely necessary that those who study sciences and
letters should receive timely instruction in the knowledpge

and cult of religion, since nature both obliges and binds them
not only to serve the country, but also, and in far greater
degree, to serve God, This is why they were created, in order
that, serving the nation, they might direct their steps toward

that country wnich awaits them in heaven, and male every effort
to reach that goal.3

According to Pope Pius XII, the aim of all education is to make
the students into #Perfect men here below, in the intellectual, moral,
scientific, social and artistic sphere of culture, according to the condition,
the aptitudes and leglitimate ambitions of each, so that no one may turn out to
be poorly adjusted or incapable, and also so that no one/may find the road to
the heights closed to him,"¥

This thesis seeks some clues to these questions: 'hat are the
strongest influencing factors in the formation of a Catholic child's ethical
values and religious practices?” 'Is a youngster attending a Catholie
school more likely to respond in a positive way to religious values than a
Catholic child in a public institution?™ Or is the home environment perhaps
the deciding factor in the manner to which he responds to relizious

motivation?" This particular study is concerned with attitudes that reflect

3 The Benedictine Monks of Solesmes, Papal Teachings - Hducation
(Boston: The Daughters of St. Paul, 1960), p. 128,

41bid., pe. 368.
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the influence of the home and type of school attended, sex differenées. socio-
economic background, and will describe the results of an attempt to deal with
these questions,

Because of the extraordinary number of influences which play their
part in the socialization of the child -~ the home, church, schocl, peer groupﬂ
magazines, movies, television and the like —— it is impossible in a study of
this type to treat all of these or to attempt to isolate the most important
factor in developing the child's attitude and behavior patterns. For this
reason, the descriptive type study was used in an attempt to foens on
selected variables -~ differences in sex, type of school, and socio-economic
background of family. Mo attempt is made to identify the cause for the
variations. The descriptive study has its place in sociolosical research
insofar as "the accurate and adequate definition and deseription of socio-

logical phenomena are probably the most important tasks," 5 vror the

description of groups in regard to enumerable or measurable characteristiecs,
with respect to which the units of a group show variation, descriptive
statistics affords the most concise and adequate methods available," 6

Hyman also defends this type of research when he states:

Cut of the findings of such surveys often comes the basis for
the formulation of fruitful hypotheses about phenomena, or at
least for some reduction in theorizing about a phenomenon...
The deseriptive,.. survey can be conceived of as an inquiry
into the uniformity or resularity of soms phenomenon., 71t

5Hargaret J. Hagood, Statistics for Sociologiste (lew York: Reynal
and iitchecock, Inc., 1941), p. 103,

CIbids, pp. 104-5,
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permits a better decision as to the wisdom of undertaking an
explanatory ingquiry at all.’

Theoretical Congsiderations and Definitlon of Terms: The most relevant

approach in terms of this problem would appear to be that of the socialization
of the child as it takes place in the home, church, and school. Socialization
is defined as ''the process of developing a personality; it refers to the way
that people learn the habits, attitudes, social roles, self-conce:tions,

group norms, and universes of discourse that enable them to interact with
other people in their society."8 Or more simply the term can be defined as
"the process whereby the soclal and cultural heritage is transmitted, "9
According to Frederic ieFlay, "The family is the first social environment
which surrounds, trains, and educates the newv born child," 10 Rossard de-
fines the family as "a society, the first in which the child lives, and the
most powerful in changing original nature into the socialized personality." 11
Kingsley Davis states, 'Very early in life the infant learns to take the role
of the other; it plays at assuming family roles. 'As time goes on... the

child increasingly adopts the attitudes of others towards himself,! acquiring

7Herbert Hiram Hyman, Survey, Design and Analysis (Glencoe, I1linois:
The Free Press, 1959), p. 160.

8egohn T. Zadrozny, Dictionary of Social Science (iJashington: Publie
Affairs Press, 1959), p. 312,

9¢Charles F., Loomis and Zona K. Loomis, iodern Social Theories (Princetowy,
liew Jersey: D, Vaniostrand Company, Inc., 1961), pe 17.

10 pitirim Sorokin, Contemporary Sociologiecal Theories (lew York:
Harper and Brothers, 1928), p. 67.

11 jJames H. S. Bossard, The Sociology of Child Development (lew York:
Harper, 1954), p. 52.
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these from those who are in authority over him, and those who are his

equals,” 12 Havighurst and Neugarten in Society and Education, point out
that there are at least three factors that highlight the family setting as

a crucial one for socialization. The first of these is the immaturity of the
child which makes him easily influenced and easily molded., A second factor has
to do with the nature of the learning tasks set by the family, whioch because
they deal with the most basic of 1life jrocesses reach to the core of thepper-
sonality of the individual, And the third factor is the highly charged
emotional se'ting of the family, 13 rne family teaches the child the culture
and the sub-culture to which he belongs. He learns the social, moral, and
economic values of the culture,

The school also teaches the child his culture in both formal and
informal ways. It furnishes the setting in which the child learns a whole
new set of soclal roles, how he is expected to bshave towards age mates and
adults,

Through its varied curriculum the school teaches the history
of the soclety, the scientific and cultural achievements of
the past and the opportunities of the future., It orients the
child to the culture in which he lives, and attempts to pro-
vide him with the social, civie, and vocational competencies
he will need to be a productive adult member of the group.

In a host of subtle and indirect ways, it trains the child in
the ways of the society -~ cultural and moral values, goals
and aspiﬁa.tions, patterns of cooperative and competitive be-
havior,

12100mis, p. 154,

Lgobert J. Havighurst and Bernice L. Neugarten, Society and
Education (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1957), pp. 86-87.

11114, , ppe 95-96.
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“"This school world 1s a soclal world relatively complete in itself, ﬁth its
own population, soclal structure, network of social relationships, culture
and group consciousness,’ 15 Ard it is within the framework of these
characteristics that the school serves as a socializing agent for the child,

Though the child spends more time in his home and school, than in
his Church, the Church, nevertheless, holds an important position in the
socialization proocess of the child, Ascording to J. Milton Yinger, "There
may be sharp disagreement with respsct to the nature of religious influence
and even a great deal of debate over what religion actually is; but few will
question the statement that the forces of religion have been of great im-
portance in the relations of men.," 16

Up until recent years, religion or religious training seemed to
hold little importance to most sociologists as a factor in the socialization
of the child even though "religion has always been one of the most important

instruments in the soclal control of man and society," 17 The Church enters

into the socialization process of the child by teaching him the supernatural
ideals arnd values of his religious group., Havighurst relates that::
the church has several functions in relation to children,

One is to prepare the child to become a church member,
This 1s done by teaching children the religlious beliefs and

15+.Bossard, p. 507

16 5, Milton Yinger, Religion in the Struggle for Power (Durham,
North Carolina: Irake University Press, 1948, pe 3.

17°Sorold.n, pe 665
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practices of the church. ...A second function is
to teach the child moral behavior and moral prin-
ciples, .ssAnother function of the churig is to pro-
vide models for character development,
"From a sociologlical point of view, social roles are among the most

important 'objects! that are internalized in the course of socialization.,” 19
Children at the age lewel of those used in this study are just beginning to

be aware of the new roles that are theirs as they approach adult 1ife, They
desire more independence, yet are not fully capable of handling it, Their
prineipal role in life is no longer that of a dependent child but that of an
adolescent, the period of transition before adulthood, characterized by much
insecurity and in need of great understanding and direction, Their roles in
the family are changing as they encounter less parental control and this
seoms to be the area where most of the difficulty of adolescence arises, The
child experiences a lessening of parental control over certain aspects of his
life but not in those activities in which he would like greater freedom, This
creates a certain amoumt of "ambivalence with which the adolescent approaches
adulthood == impatience of restriction, desiring independence, yet, fearing

freedom at the same time," 20

18pavighurst, p. 130.

19Harry M. Johnson, Soclology: A Systematic Introduction (New York:
1960) s Pe 117.

20Thid,, p. 130
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Allport believes the child is socialized into the social system and

accepts and takes for granted many religious bellefs ard customs, However,
it is during

the stress of puberty that serious reverses occur in the
evolution of the religious sentiment, at this period of
development the youth 1s compelled to transform his
religious attitude -~ indeed all his attitudes from
second~hand fittings to first~hand fittings of his
personality..., He can no longer let his parents do his
thinking for him, Although in some cases the transition is
fluent andzinperoeptible. more often there is a period of
rebellion,

Adolescence is a period of unrest, uncertainiy, and instabllity in
which the influence of the peer group has come to be of so much importance,
Edgar Friedenberg, in his book, The Vanishing Adolescent, states that, "adoles-

cence is the period during which a youmg person learns who he is and what he
really feels, It is the time during which he differentiates himself from his
culture, though on the cultures terms, It is the age at which, by becoming
a person in his own right, he becomes capable of deeply felt relatlonships
to other individuals perceived clearly as such..." 22

Havighurst and Neugarten tell us in Society and Education that the

peer group helps the child achieve independence from adults, bolsters him in
his dealings with adults, gives him a feeling of strength and solidarity with

2lGordon We Allport, Fhe Individual and His Religion (New York, 1950),

p. 320

zzEdgar Friedenberg, The Vanishing Adolescent (Boston: Beacon
Press, 1959), p. 43.




others like himself and provides new models for him to model his behavior
2
after, 3
Kingsley Davis tells us:

even though the child cannot learn as much in one sense from
another child as he can from an adult, there are types of
learning that the adult cannot give him, but which come to him
in interaction with other children, He learns rules as part

of cooperation, he learns 'to stand ungor his rights' with-
out protection and without dependence,

Also relevant to this study would be the reference group theories
and the theories on soclial control, With what groups does the child refer
his attitudes and behavior patterns -- the home, school, religious affiliation,
or his peer group? To what extent do these reference groups exert social
control over their members ? The Catholic Chureh and school teach a
definite set of values and ideals to their members, To ~hat extent do these
values and ideals become inculcated in the students and become controlling
agente through interiorzation over the behavior patterns which they exhibit?

Zadrozny defines reference groups as those groups "whose values and
points of view serve as a social frame of reference (or world-outlook) for
a particular person.” 25 According to Johnson:

the concept of 'reference group' arises essentially from

ZBHavighurst. pe. 114,
24 0omis, p. 155.

25Zadrozny. p. 280,




the fact that any person acting in any situation may be in-
fluenced, not only by the positions he occupies in one or
more inter-action groups or status groups and by his con-
ceptions and expectations of the group or groups with which
he may be interacting, but also by his conception of still
other groups of which he is not a member gnd apart from any
interaction he may be having with them, 2

Reference groups act as a type of soclal control in that they mold,
restrain, and discipline the behavior of the members of the group. According
to Ogburn and Nimkoff, "the pattern of pressure which a soclety exerts to
maintain order and establish rules of conduct 1s known as 1ts system of
social control." 27 To Durkheim "the essence of group life is that it
exercises constraint or coercive power upon the individual, and thereby acts

as a conservative force limiting variations." 28

The educational system of the Catholic schools can be sonsidered a
soclal control situation because:

there is a controlling agency which 1) has the intention of
controlling behavior (if Catholic prineiples are not reduced

to act they are meaningless); 2) this agency has the ability

to control because it has a complex system of commumication
strengthened by sufficient authority and media (e.g., the
classrooms); 3) the agency has s:bjects of control, the

students, who learn the reified ideoclogy (in the ideal order)

and accept the ldeology -~- that is, they internalize the value
system; 4) the agency of the Catholic schools controls both
formally and informally; it controls formally by the rules of
the Church, and all official mandates; informally by operating as
a reference group for the students -~ a total milieu wherein sub-
cultural mores are taken for granted; 5) the agency also controls
externally and internally; externally by the daily regime

26Johnson. Pe 39
2744111am F. Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Soclology (New York:
Houghton=-Mifflin Company, 1950), p. 114,

28Ibid.. p. 103
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(prayer-time, etc,), presence of authorities and teachers; and
internally by the usual motives of fear, pride, love, etc,

Ons of the most influencing factors in this study is that of soecial
class, as the responses of the questionnaire are being considered not only
from the aspect of sex and type of school attended, but also according to
the variations in soclal class. Soclal class is defined by Fairchild as:

a stratum in society composed of groups of families of equal
standing., Family baekgrounds and connections, friendships,

moral attitudes, amount and kinds of education, success in
occupation, taste in consumption, possession of usuable

wealth, type of vocation, degree of prestige of one's

political, religlious, and raclal affiliation all contribute
to rixing or identifying one's soclal class status, 30

It has been found that families of different social classes tend to
have different attitudes toward education and its importance to their llves,
Haviitorst relates that upper-class and upper-middle-class adults are them-
rselves better educated than adults in other classes; and they put greater
Walue upon education for education's sake., Lower-middle and upper-lower
Llasses. the "common man' group, tend to regard education as important, but
inly as it prepares their children for vocational success. The lower-
lower class tends to regard education with skepticism and to view the school

Pnd its methods as beinz either contrary to its own values or of little
&rlﬁ!‘tho 31

k 3oHenry Pratt Fairchild, Dictionary of Sociology (New York: Philoso
cal Library, 1944), p. 278.

1
Havighurst, p. 99.

13.

29paul T. Schindler, "An Evaluation of Factors Related to Attitudinal
Internalization of the Catholic Value System,? Uipublished Master's Thesis

(Loyola University, Chicago, 1962), p. 8
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As this is an attitude study, it is important that we have some idea
of what is being referred to through the use of this term, attitude. Generally
speaking we could say that an attitude is a:

conscious or unconsclous bent, or inelination, predisposing as
individual or group toward a given act or habitual mode of be-
havior. An attitude is an acquired and established tendency to
act with reference to some person or envirommental object or
matter, Attitudes arise out of experiences, either direct or
derivative,

Kimball Young relates:

likes, dislikes, avoldances, approaches, withdrawals, appreciations,
hatreds and loves are fundamentally the core of attitudes, as

these are directed to various situations. The attitude marks the
inception of behavior toward situations, i glves fire.tic: to it,
For the prediction of his behuvior, therefore, it is more important
to know the attitude gi‘ a person than to know his mental images

or verbal opinions. 3

Turning to ancther source we find very much the same idea., An Intro-

duction to Soclology by Sellew, Furfey and Gaughan, relates:

a person's attitudes account for the motivation behind the
behavior patterns that we observe in him, Attitudes are socio-
culturally inspired and they are necessary to the adjustment of
the individual to his or her enviromment,

sesAttitudes are learned. We are not born with any
specific attitude toward any objects, persons, places, or
situations, Our attitudes have been acquired through a series
of experiences, even though it is not necessary to have had
direct, face-to-face contact with persons or objects or issues,..
Attitudes are not in themselves directly evident because only

3zconstantine Panunzio, A Student's Dictionary of Sociological
Terms (Berkeley, California: University of California Press, 1937) Ps3Je

B1pig,
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overt behavior is observable, For the most part attitudes are

inferred bases for consistency in the behavior of individuals,

In many instances attitudes are based on cbservatlons of either
verbal or nonverbal behavior, Attitudes express themselves in

what people do or refrain from doing and in the manner in which
they do things, as well as in what they say.

Since attitudes are learned, and the subjects in this study are at a
very important learning period of their life, the responses to the question~
naire should give an indication of present existing attitudinal and behavior
patterns in the lives of these chlldren, This age level, thirteen and four-
teen years c¢ld, is highly impressionable and very much influenced by the
groups to which they belong and this fact could account for any similarity of
response within the different school systems, For as Sellew, Furfey, and
zaughan state:

Our attitudes stem from the group or groups to which we belong.
They are rarely individual affairs, but are larpgely borrowed from
groups to which we owe the strongest allegiance., In any study of
attitudes we must take cognigzance of any one individualls attiindes,
and that involves learning something about his multiple group
membership, This gives us some account of his complete mental
development., We must conslider the home with its prejudices, even
perhaps its hatreds, or the fact that the parents might have been
thoughtless and inconsiderate o the rights of others. (n the
otliaz hand, thore would be the school with its teaching of
respect of law, order, and discipline, as well as its interest

in cooperative endeavors and obedience to authority. Then,

there would be the media of mass communication, such as the
radio, press, television, house organs of business, and prop

3L’Gladys Sellew, Faul H. Furfey, and Willilam T. Gaughan, C.l., An
Introduction to SociolBgy (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1958) p. 168
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aganda of all different types. all these instruments can bull
healthy o unhealthy attitudes in the life of the individual,

5
(ther terms which are of importance to this study are: opinion,
belief, and value. "(Upinions represent passing judgment or justification
for a given attitude, or they are a defense of an attitude.," 3€
A belief is s stronger state of mind than either an attitude or an
opinion. A belief is '“the mental acceptance of a principle, proposition, or
statement, unproved or inczpable of proof by scientific investigation."” 37
The attitudes, opinions, and beliefs which an individual possesses
result from tae values which that person holds and which he has derived from
the society in which he lives,
"A value is a combination of idea and attitude which gives
a scale of preference or priority to motives and goals as well
as to a course of action from motive to goal, ...The individual
seldom determines his value system unaided by others. The
culture usually sets up ideal values which are passed on to
the growing child and adoleseent by parents, teachers, preachers,
and other carriers of culture.!
Besldes looking at the attitudes of a sample of eiyhth grade students,
an attempt is also being made to see ii their religious practices seem con-
sistent with the attitudes expressec. By definition, a behavior pattern is

"a relatively uniform mode of action believed to result from uniform responses

to the same stimuli", »

35 Ibid., ppe 172-173.
31bid., pe 171.

37Panunzio, Pe 36
38ximball ‘oung, Sociology: A4 Study of Society and Culture (New York:
American Book Compamy, 1949), p. 1ll.

39Panunzio. Pe 3o
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A person®s actions should be motivated by his attitudes and value systems but
it does not neccssarily fodlow that there will always be consistency of one
with the other. For example, an individual could give a certain verbal
response to a question dealing with racial segregation and act differently in
a concrete situation where his own personal life would be involved,

The Survey of the Literature: feligion is widely accepted as an essential

part of our total heritage. But empty response to the symbols of religion is
one thing, while the deeply moving personal experience of religion that moti-
vates people to lead better, ethical lives is another. A child's religlous
participatior. is primarily formal, imposed upon him by Sunday school
attendance ard worship in the church a#d in the home., The ultimate effecl.ve~
ness of such formal experience depends upon the internalization of standards
during the critical formative periods of childhood, 4o heligious experience
must have a direct bearing on the moral declisions a child makes, and it is
one of the purposes of this “paper to note any similarity of response
between the children's attitudes toward certain moral issues and their
participation in the religious practiccs of the Catholic Church.

Since this research treats Catholic children in both Catholic and
public schools, the philosophies of education of these institutions should

be briefly stated. 1In general, both the parochial and the public schools aim

4oﬁer‘oert Ae Bloch and Frank T. Flynn, Delinquency: The Juvenile
Offender in America Today (New York: Random House, 1956), p. 231
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to instill both the knowledge and skills which will prepare the child to make
lhis way in later life, and also to provide him with attitudes and values which

are considered important in a demoeratic soclety, a2 .

To clarify specifically the Catholic philosophy of education, we cite
the observations of several authorities. P. S. Coilins writes that, {The
parochlial school perpetuates the convietion that all aepects of Christian
Bmvelopment. education above 3ll, should be Church-centered; it proposes to
regain for mankind that Christo-centric commnity which a state~sponsored
system of education carmot attain, but which a Church-sponsored one can," b2
Zn MoGucken's bobk on Catholic education, we find the rollowing: "Hducation
is the organized development and equipment of all the power of a human being,
moral, intellectual and physical, by and for their individual and social uses,

ldirected towsrds the union of these activities, with their Creator as their
final end,* 43

George Johnson states that Catholic educators recognize that the
primary purpose of the elemsntary school is to provide the child with those
experiences which are calculated to develop in him such knowledze, appreciation

and habits, as will yield a charactsr equal to the contingencies of fundamen=

“IWilliam Jo MeGucken, S.J., Catholic Education (New York: The
American Press, N.DQ). P 60

uzBrother Patrick S, Collins, F.S5.C.H., "Militency in Catholiec
Education', Catholic Educater, XXIX (November, 1958), p. 192

uBMcGuckan. Catholic Education, p. 6.
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Ly
tal Christian living in an American democratic soclety.
Vhen studying the secular philosophy of education as it exists in
the public schools, we do not find thinking completely devoid of any religious
background, In fact "the initial impetus through the efforts by figures such

as Horace Mann was to make religious instruction nonsectarian rather than to

eliminate it from public schools altogether.” 45 However, the public school
gystem tends toward becoming more and more secularized in its philosophy as
time goes on.

Horace Mann probably had more influence on the development of the pube
lic school philosophy of education than any other persce ir the fi:1d, His
whole idea as stated by McCluskey was based upon 'the assumption of Christian
unity are ] the Bible," “e "eeesMann appealed to the classical Frotestant
principle that 'the Bible is the acknowledge expositor of Christianity', and
'in strictness, Christianity has no other authoritative expounder.'" b7 He
kept the Bible in the schools but there was to be a free interpretation of it.
No specific sectarian interpretation was to be allowed, However, he did

favor a general Christian influence throughout the schools,

u“George Johnson, HNational Catholic Fducational Assoclation
Bulletin, XXII (liovember, 1925}, 485

45Purnell H. Benson, Relicicn In Contemporary Culture (Mew York:
Harper and Brothers, 1960), p. 673.

4oneil Ge McCluskey, S.J., Catholic Viewpoint on xducation (Garden
City, New York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 19t2), p. 10,

%7Tbide, pe 9
¥8101d,, pe 10




It has always been the desire of the American people that the
schools play their part in the character formation of our youth. Schools

have a heavy responsibility in directing the lives of their children, to

20

prepare them to achleve their goals as individuals and as members of soclety,

leCluskey relates that the American people:

insist that the common school assume a certain responsibility
for character education, but they do not ageee on what should
comprise character education. The mecple hive given the common
school a moral mandate whose subject is forever in dispute
among the different groups served by the school, The central
problem is the contradiction inherent in the very idea of one
common school attempting to serve a reliciously pluralistie
society, «..The coexistence within the same socicty of ¢rcvrs
holding fundamental differences regardings the nature and des-
tiny of man makes for an impasse in the approach to the moral
side of education, ...It is plain that only in a society in
which men agree on the substance of ultimate.valﬂgs can there
be an acceptable program of character trainine,

Mercer relates a variety of forms which the place of religion in
education has taken among different aspects of society, Fe states:

Some believe that the solution is simply doctrinaire, sectarian
religion. Very few of these individuals advocate such a pro-
gram for the public schools, «..0Others...reject sectarianism,
but nevertheless believe religion has a place in the school,
ves5ti1]1 others believe that since relirious experience is a
part of total experience, any educational program which does
not allow for it cannot contribute toc the development of the
'whole man',

A very large number of people, favorably disvosad toward
religion, believe nevertheless, that any relisious teachins in

491bid., pp. =35,
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the school is inappropriate, that such instruction should be
left to home and church, The school should teach the basic
values of the democratic way of life, and it should teach about
religion -= about the varieties of religious belief, about
religion as a soclal force, and about the historical develop~
ment of religion and the place it has played in the culture,
This is perhaps the opinion held by the mgaority of people who
have given the question serious thought,

Vivian Thayer states that the secular method in education "insists
merely that what one finds indespenssble for himself be not imposed as a
condition for the moral education of another," St

The policy which seems to be most extensively followed in heterogene-
ous religious commmities in the public schools today is that of an avoidance
of religion, but not "in the sense of a studied attempt to exclude any and

all reference to religion,™ 52

In summary, we might quote Father McCluskey's brief explanation as
to why the Church and the State both enter into the field of educating and
training youth:

The state enters into education because it wants these persons
as citizens to possess the necessary knowledge of their civic
duties and privileges, as well as a certain level of physlecal,
intellectual, and moral culture commensurate with the common
gOOd .

ee+The Church founds schools so that these persons as her

5081aine E, Mercer and Edwin Carr, FEducation and the Social Order
(New York: Rinehart and Company, 1957), pp. 460=-461.

511bid., p. 468,
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communicants will better acquire the supreme integrating
principle of supernatural wi-dom igaordering the knowledge,
skills, and attitudes they learn.

Sociologists have attempted, over the years, to determine which are
the most influential factors in the formation of a child's religious and be=-
havioral attitudes, Some of their studies have dealt with the question of
the alleged superiority, from the standpoint of religious training, of
attitude formation and impact on behavior of a parochial school education.

Fichter observes that since the parochial school employs the sanction
of religion, permeates the whole system with a supernatural climate, and also
instills the same general cultural motivation used in any other elementary
school, it might be supposed that both patterns of behavior and norms of
sonduct would be higher than those in a non-religious school. He claims
however, that this assumption has never actually been demonstrated through
known research techniques in social science. He says, "There is no solid
evidence that would lead us to conclude that the transfer of religious know-
ledge to ethical practice is more likely to be found among parochial school
children than among public school children mutured in religion in the church
and home," Sk

Fichter is now working on the analysis of a survey of 2,216 Catholic

53Mccluskey. Catholiec Viewpoint on HEducation, p. 60

5”Joseph He Fichter, S.J., Parochial School (Notre Dame, Ind.:
University of Notre Dame Press, 1959), p. 109
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adults, some of whom attended public high schools, others of whom attended
Catholic high schools. According to his comments in a recent article, the
public school products consistently rank higher than the Catholic school
alumni in realization of the problems facing the Church on the parish level,
in social alertness, and in interest in international affairs, labor-manage-
ment relations, civic and commnity organizations., And they have shown in-

creased interest in religlious issues during the past ten years, 55

A study conducted by Miller M. Cragon, Jr., in the third grade of the
St, Michael School in Dallas, Texas, during the 1959-60 school year, seems to
support this view, for it indlcates that, even among very young children,
regular religious instruction, although it generally results in superior
religious knowledge, does not necessarily produce higher behavior standards
or improved attitudes. -0

To Catholic educators, Gerhard Lenski's findings are disturbing in
some areas and reassuring in others, He found that among Detroiters who had
received more than half their education in the Catholic schools, 86 per cent
attended Mass at least once a week, while 67 per cent of the Catholies who
had received over half their education in the publie schools reported weekly

Mass attendance. In testing for doctrinal orthodoxy, he found that 68 per

55Jcseph He Fichter, S.J., "Catholics and High School," America
CVII (September 15, 1962), 719-721

56Miller M, Cragon, Jr., "The Religious Influence of the Parochial
School," Religious Education, LVI (May-June, 19€1), 180-184,




cent of those who had received sz Catholic education were classified as
doctrinally orthodox compared with 56 per cent of those with a public school
education, Fifty-two per cent of those who had received a Catholic education
ranked high on Lenski's measure of devotionalism, compared with L4 per cent
of those educated in public schools, And 78 per cent of those with a
Catholic education belleved that the Catholic Church is the only true Church
established by God, and that other churches were established by men, while

61 per cent of public school Catholics shared this belief, In the area of
famlly life and bonds of kinship, those who had received a Catholic education
were a little more likely to value ties with relatives over ties with friends.
Lenski also found that attendance at Catholic schools was correlated with a
bellef that is more important for children to learn to obey than to think

for themselves. 57

Sister Mary Leander Dell, 0.P. carried out a study similar to that
of Lenskl using high school Sophomores from the parish high schools located
in the area of Detroit defined by lenski in his study. One of her purposes
was to compare and contrast her findings with those of lLenski in certain
areas, Her findings "substantiate lenski's conclusion that Catholic

education does seem to strengthen the commitment, at least verbal commitment,

57Gerhard Ienskl, The Religious Factor (New York; Garden City:
Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1961), pe 2.
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of individuals to Catholic teachings particularly in the area of family
11fe,n 58

Novicky, in an attitude study of fraternal charity, which dealt
with Catholic students attending Catholic schools and Catholic s*udents
attending public schools, found that pupils attending parochial schools ex-
celled their nonparochial peers on each grade level studied - fifth, seventh,
ninth, and twelfth grades. 59

Schindler's research, based on the responses of 30 engaged couples,
indicated that students who had all their education in Catholic schools scored
significantly higher in Catholie attitudes and values than did Catholies who
had received all their education in public school, or those who had attended

a Catholic grade school and public high school. 60

The findings of a study carried out by Sister Ignatius Staley, IBVM,
in two Catholie high schools in Chieago for the purpose of studying the
presence or absence of moral advertence (referring to Catholic moral princi-
ples) in the replies of the studentz to a number of questions relating
primarily to the area of racial prejudice, show that students of all

5asister Mary Leander Dell, O.F., "A Descriptive Analysis and
Comparison of Some Catholic Sophomores With Different Types of Education",
Unpublished Master's Thesis (Loyola University, Chicago, 1974), p. 152

S9Reverend William N, Novieky, "A Study of the Attitudes of
Fraternal Charity in Catholic Children Differing in Fducational Background"
(Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Fordham University, New York, 1959).

60Pau1 Te Schindler, S.Js, "An Evaluation of Factors Related to
Attitudinal Internaligation of the Catholie Value System'" (Unpublished
Master's Thesis, Loyola University, Chicago, Illinois, 1962),
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parochial grade school education gave the morally acceptable replies on the
race question more frequently than did those with all publiec school or those
who had both public and parochial school background., However, students who
reported both parents Catholic, showed less moral advertance and nigher pre-
Judice than the children of mixed marriages or marriages where neither parent
was Catholic, €1

Other sociologists interested in determining which factors are the
most influential in the formation of religious attitudes and behavioral
patterns have tried to discover whether it is the school or home environment
which 1s most responsible for children's attitudes and standards of behavior.
The stud’es made in the 1920's by Bartshorne and May concluded that
the chief influence on a child in matters of ethics is the home rather than
the school or Sunday school. In Cragon's study at At. Michael's school, one
factor in the pairing of the two groups tested was a matching of the home
influence in religious practices, Ferhaps there is a relationship between the
close similarity of the two groups in behavior and attitudes and the similarity
of the home inflnsncél However, this point, as such, was not investigated in
the Cragon study., The influence of the school and the pupil's superior
religious knowledge do not, according to these studies, outweigh the influence
Jof the home,

6lsister Ignatius Staley, IBVM., "An Inquiry into the Absence of
iora’ Advertence in a Sample of Catholic High School Students with Specific

E%ous upon Racial Prejudice"” (Unpublished Master's Theses, Loyola University,
hiQEgOQ 1962>| PPe 130. 1‘4’7.
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Charles H. Cooley supports this view and claims that the family is
the most important soclalizing agent in society, because it is fundamental in
forming the social nature and ideals of the individual, It is in the family
group, Cooley states, that the child learns important social ideals such as
faith, obedience, loyslty, and freedom. 62

In her book, Are Parochial Schools the Answer?, Mary Perkins Ryan

defends her thesis that the primary agents of religious education, the Church
and the home, can indeed educate children in their religion without the heln
of schools, whose functlion, she maintains, is formal education., The heart of
the solution, as she sees it, involves shifting the emphasis of parish life .
away from the clsssroom in order to provide religious training for all the

members of the Church, not just the children, 63

620harles H, Cooley, Social Organization (Nw York: Charles Scribner'ﬂ
Sons, 1920), pp. 23-24.

63 is Canavan, "The School: Whose Is It?", America, CXI (August
15, 1964), 155155 '  AmeERos
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CHAPTER 2
THE METHODOLOGY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE SAMPLE USED
The Methodology: Through the administration of a written questionnaire,

this research attempted to study and compare the religious attitudes and
values of Catholic eighth grade students attending a parochial school with
the values of those Catholic eighth grade students who attended a publie
school and also Confraternity of Christian Doetrine classes, The study
centered upon an analysis of those values possessed by the children in the
areas of religiovs doctrine, participation in religious services, attitudes
towards certain ethical values, the importance of the Church, and authority as
it exhibits itself in the home and school,

This study was prompted by the study done by Sister Mary lLeander
Dell, O.P., along somewhat similar lines; an attempt was made to explore some
of the similar problems using a younger age group. Sister leander'!s re-
search was done at the Sophomore high school level and was a comparison with
the study done by Gerhard lenski entitled, The Religlous Factor, o

The group tested in this study consisted of eighth grade Catholic
students thirteen and fourteen years of age, lenski's study and Sister

6u'S:i.s‘ber Mary Leander Lell, O.F., "A Descriptive Analysis and

Comparison of Some Catholic Sophomores With Different Types of Education®
(Unpublished Master's Thesis, Loyola University, Chicago, I1linois, 1964),
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leander's were carried on in Detroit, while the present study was located in
a smaller Michigan community -~ one of about one-hundred twenty thousand
people. As there are only eight Catholic schools in this community, the
questlionnaires were distributed to the eighth grade students in osach of these
schools and to the corresponding C.C.D. eighth grade classes of the eight
schools, One-half of the group attended a Catholic parochial school for the
entire eight years of their elementary school education; the other half
have received their eight years of elementary school education in a public
school. This lat¥er group consists of those public school children who also
attend the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine classes in their respective
parishes,

During the summer of 1963 a letter was sent to the Superintendent of
Schools in the commmnity from which the sample was to be taken requesting his
permission to carry out this study. As the study was to include students
from the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine classes of the eight parishes
in the commnity, a similar letter was sent to the Director of the C.C.D.
program, and permission was enthusiastically given in both instances. This
was followed by a letter to the pastor of each of the eight parishes in this
city and the principals of each of the eight Catholic Schools to be used in
the study asking for their cooperation. A copy of the questionnaire was also
sent to the pastors and principals to assure them that this was an entirely
anonymous study and that no reference would be made to the parish or the
children participating in the study. Because this commnity consists of only

eight Catholic grade schools, each having a C,C.D. program, questionnaires




were distributed to the eighth grade parochlal and C.C.D. classes in each

of the eight schools, This was done in an attempt to reach all social class
levels in the ecity. In all, seven hundred sixty three questionnalres were
completed by the students--418 by ithe parochial school students ord 345 by the
CeCeDe children. Because the researcher distributed and picked up the
questionnaires herself, a one hundred per cent return was received,

The questiomnaire was administered in February, 196, to the
students in their respective schools in an ordinary classrcom situation by
their regular teacher, who in every case was a nun, The teachers had pre-
viously been instructed not to discuss the questionnaire with the whole roon,
Jbut to answer individual questions privately if there were any. On the
cover sheet of the questiomnaire was a set of directions for the students in
ﬂwhich the children were told that there were no right or wrong answers as

such, but that their honest opinion was the thing of importance. In no way

did they have to reveal thelr identity. The remarks of individual students
bn the reverse side of the questionnaire indicated a sincerity on the part of
the students completing the form, The general consensus was a feeling of
mportance over the fact that someone was interested in what thls age group
Lhought about certain items, Several of the students indicated a desire for
#ore studies of this type in the various areas in which this ace group is in-
polved.
Frior to the actual administration of the questionnaire to the
Lample being studied, a pre-test was given in two different localities for

the purpose of achieving comprehension of the questionnaire for the
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studied age level., One of the pre-tests was administered to a group of pre-
dominantly middle class suburban children and the other to a group of children
attending a school boardering the inner city section of a large metropolitan
area., These children were of predominantly lower and lower-middle class
backgrounds., As a result of the pre-test, the questionnaire was revised

for greater understanding on the part of the children.

The principal method of sampling used in this study was that of
matched pairs. After the revised questionnaire had been distributed to the
sample being used in the study and returned, an attempt was made to compile
two groups matched by age, sex, and family ba:kgrourd, in the differing types
of schools.

In matching the family background of these students, the researcher
used ’‘ie followlng items: both parents were Catholic, living together, and
were born in the United States; the father of the parochial school child had
to have at least eight years of elsmentary school in a parochial school,
while the father of the public school child had to receive his elementary
education in the public school,

In order to have two groups truly matched, the social class distri-
butions for both groups should have been the same, but cdue to the small
sample able to be used in the study, this was not possible. A description of
the social classes wlll be given later in this chapter,

Because the students from the public schools constituted the smallest
group, they were compiled first, and the parochial school studentsxwere then

matched to them, The matched pairs used in the study were formed on the basis
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of information given in questions 1-5, 7, 8, 11, and 26, The final sample
consists of forty students from the Catholic schools and forty students from
the public school group matched as closely as possible with regard to family
background. Both groups are composed of twenty white boys and twenty white
girls. An attempt was made to & .clude Negro children in both groups. How=
ever, when compiling the group of matched pairs, it was found that only two of
the Negro children were from homes where both the mother and the fathere

were Catholies, and where there had not been a mixture in the type of ed-
ucation received by the children. Since this figure would he of little
significance, the racial difference was omitted,

Description of ths Sample Used: As a group, these children are matched in

the following ways: all of the children in the study are white, thirteen or
fourtezn year old eighth graders who have attended either a Catholie school
for eight years or a public school for eight years. In all cases their
parents are both Catholie, born in the United States, and are living together
in a stable home situation, Among fifty~five of the students all four grand-
parents had been born in this country. Of the remaining twenty-five, fifteen
had three grandparents born in the United States and ten had two of their
grandparents born here. Ccnsequently, there is probably little '"old world"
influence in the families of these children.

In matching the educational background of the fathers of these
students care was taken to be sure that the education of the father resembles
that of the child as to type. If the child is a parochial school student,

then his or her father was also educated in a parochial school and the same




334

pattern is followed for the public school student. In this way we have a
rather definite parochial school background contrasted against a public school
background., This control, in terms of type of education, was used only for
the fathers as the number of questionnaires able to be used in the study

would have been even smaller if a similar control had been placed on the
education of the mother.

The educational level of the fathers of these students is relatively
high with thirty-four of them having gone to college for at least one full
year, thirty-two others having graduated from high school, and five havine
had at least two years of high school. Five of the students' fathers completed
elementary school and four went to school for less than eicht years, All of
these last-mentloned four are parents whose children at present attend the
publi> school,

The social class bavkgrounds of the two groups were also matched as
closely as possible, though as previously mentioned, they are not identical
because of the small number of questionnaires available, The social class of
each child was determined through the use of the Hollingshead Two Factor
Index of Social Position. This index uses the factors of father's occupation
and the amount of father's education in determining the social class status
of an individual. It was found that some of the students had a great deal of
difficulty explaining the father's occupation., A vague title such as "office
worker" would be given, and upon investigation the child didn't really know

what his father did for his living, Because this information was so vital to

the study, questiomnaires with such responses were not use

2
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the reasons why the final sample was so small, The lower class grouping in-
cluded such occupations as factory workers, manual laborers. and service of
public utility workmen. The middle class included such positions as foreman,
owner of small businesses, insurance salesmen, and district manazsrs, The
upper class consisted of the professional positions such as ccllege professors,
executives of large industrial businesses, physielans, and lawyers.,

The lower class grouping comprised 46,3 per cent of the sample with
51,4 per cent of these students attending a parochial school and 48,6 per
cent going to the publie school. Among the middle class students, who made
up 31.2 per cent of the total sample, the parochial school children were also
in greater number., Fifty-two per cent of the middle class attended the
parochial school and 48,0 per cent were enrolled in the publie school. The
upper class distribution was somewhat different., As could be expected they
represented the smallest of the groupings, consisting of 22,5 per cent of
the sample. In this selection, the public school population, 55.6 per cent,
was the largest, as opposed to 44,4 per cent of the parochial school students,
This irregularity in the size of the social class groupings detracts from the
authenticity of the matched pairs, but due to the smallnes; of the sample,
this was as close to a matched grouping according to social class levels as
could be achieved,

The family size from which the children of this study came =eemed
to be exceptionally large, particularly so in the upper class. The Catholic
school child in the upper class came from a family with a €,6 mean nurber of

children; for the upper class public school child, the mean number was 4,9




35.

Among the middle class children, the parochial school child came from a
family whose average was 6.0 as compared to 5.0 for the public school child,
The lower class families followed a similar pattern with the mean number of
children in the parochial school family, 5.3, and that of the public school
family, 43 In all of the comparisons we can see a greater difference in
family size between the type of school attended than among the different
social classes, Surprisingly, fertility is directly associated with social
class in the sample on an overall basis.

In seeking the mode of the sample, we find that four children most
frequently occur; only 16 children in the entire sample are from families
of less than four children.

The nationality background of the sample is grouped into 0ld Immigra-
tion (England, Ireland, Belgium, Scotland, and Germany), New Immigration
(Poland and Italy), Contemporary Migration (Mexico), Western Europe (Franoe
and Sweden), and American. There is one student of French Canadian back-
ground and six who gave no response to their nationality background,

The 01d Immigrant group comprises the largest proportion of the
sample with the greater number of its members coming from Irish or German
background., These students are fairly well distributed among the three
social classes, but are largely attending the parochial schools, The New
Immigrant group is primarily a middle and lower class grouping having no
vembers in the upper class., These students are evenly distributed between the
parochial and public schools,

The Contemporary Migration group consists wholly of lower class
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students attending the public s.hool., Of those students who gave #America"
for thelr nationality background, seven of the eight attend the public scheol
and belong to the middle and lower classes,

The variable, nationality background, was not emphasized at all in
the comparison of the students' responses because the breakdown of the sample
into the different nationality groups presented nmumbers which were too small
to be significant in the final analysis of the students' responses,

The Questionnaire: The questiomnaire is composed of fifty~five questlons, the

first eleven of which are for the purpose of achieving personal data on each
of the students used in the study. These first eleven plus a few others
seek factual data on the students' family group, nationality descent and
generation in America, amount and type of education of the parents, soclal
class based on father's occupation and amount of education, religious affili-
ation of the parents, and parents! religious cornmitment as determined by
their attendence at religious services. Questions 3 - 8, 11, 24, 26, 31, and
32 were used to obtain this information.

The remaining forty-four questions in the research instrument are
taken from other studies along with some original questions composed by the
researcher, A clear identification of the source for each question used in
the study is given in Appendix A, Outgide sources used in the compilation of
the questionnaire are:

l, Sister Mary leander Dell, O.P., "ADescriptive Analysls and

comparison of Some Catholic Sophomores With Different Types of Education"
(Unpublished Master's Thesis, Loyola University, Chicago, 1964),
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2. A study of 7th and 8th grade attitudes carried out by Dr.
Frank Cizon and a group of students at Loyola University, Chicago, in
1963,

3« Martin Miller, "An Evaluation of Religious and Related
Attitude Changes of Institutionalized Delinquent Boys" (Unpublished
Master's Thes’s, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan, 1963).

The questionnaire compiled by Miller in turn was adapted from the
following sources:

l. Dorothy E. levenseller, "The Relation of Religi:us Influence
and Spiritual Attitudes in Delinquencay Control" (Unpublished Master's
Thesis, Bcston University, Boston Massachusetts, 1953),

2, William E. Broen, Jr., "A Factor-Analytic Study of Religious
Attitudes" (Unpublished Ph,D. dissertation, University of Minnesotas,
Minneapolis, 1956).

3. John Charles Ball, YA Scale and Factorial Analysis of
Delinquent Attitudes" (Unpublished Ph.,D. dissertation, Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, Tennessee, 1955).

Some of the questions used were taken verbatim from one of the above
sources, Others, when they were found to be difficult for the students to
understand in the pre-test, were re-worded for this age level of students,
Also there are original questions added to the questiomnaire which arose as
a result of the researcher!s interest and experience with this age level of
children,

The questionnaire was put together for the purpose of investigating
the attitudes and practices of this age group in the following areas: their
attitudes towards authorlity as 1t is seen by the child in the home, school,
and church; attitudes towards basic doctrinal facts taught by the Catholic
Church; their attitudes towurd moral issues such as lying, cheating, stealing,

and raclial minorities; and finally patterns of attendance of religlous
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practices, €.g., the reception nf the secraments, saying of prayers, etc.

Questions 12 ~ 19, and 22 were used to obtain the children's
attitudes toward some of the major doetrinal beliefs held by the Catholic
Church, It has been the practice in the Catholic school system almost from
its begirnings to teach religion from specifically the viewpoint of doectrine,
with the hope that the application of this doetrine to the individual's
daily life would be carried\out in daily living, This section was desipgned
to see if any differences would occur among students who have had a con-
centrated study of these areaS of their religion and those students who have
had only an hour a week study over a specified period of time,

The greatest number of questions center on the area of authority.
What are the chlld's attitudes towards authority in the home, school, and
church? Questions 20, 23, 48, and 49 seek information regarding the
individual's attitudes towards those persons associated with the church, e.g.,
priests, sisters, and brothers, For the purposs of investigating the child-
ren's outlook on parental authority Questions 28 and 35 were used, Attitudes
towards authority in the school system are shown in Questions 23, 29, 36, 39,
and 50, The importance of the Church in the world and the individuals
right to question the teachings of the Church can be seen in the response to
Questions 51 - 55,

An attempt was also made to investigate and compare the religious
practices of the children with their parents., This area of the question-
naire was designed to look into the frequency with which the children and

their parents went to Mass, Holy Communion, and Confession, :»:id private
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prayers such as the rosary, morning and s¢vening prayers, prayers before and
after meals, and attended evening devotions such as the Stations of the Cross,
Questions 24, 25, 30 - 33 were used to obtain this information, The questions
relating to the child's practices were given a time sequence, over the

summey months, to avold the bias that would appear among the Catholic school
children as a result of their accessibility to Mass and the sacraments
throughout the school year.

The final section of the questiomnaire was designed to seek informa-
tion on the attitudes of these children toward certain moral issues such as
lying, cheating, stealing, and race prejudice, This was done through the
use of Questions 41 - 47, In all of these questions a statement was made
with reference to one of these moral issues and the child was to indicate
whether he agreed, disagreed, or was not sure of the solution that was given
to the problem,

Questions 9, 27, and 34, though not belonging to any one of the
four major areas being investigated, were inserted in the questionnsire be-
cause the matter they refer to was considered to be of value to the study as
a whole and might be of some importance to the interpretation of other
questions, These questions refer to h'v' happy the child considers hiz own
home life as compared with others, what he thinks is most important for a
child to learn to prepare him for 1life, and his own attlitude toward school.

A copy of the questionnaire indicating the source from which the

questions came and the changes that were made is presented in Appendix A.




Limitations of the study: Because many people prefer to know "why"

children think as they do and behave in the manner that they do, we might say
the primary limitation of this study is its type, that of a descriptive nature
rather than a casual one, as was explained in Chapter Onme,

Also the lack of maturity in the sample used is a definite limita-
tion, Children at this age, 13, and 14 years old, are just begimming to
venture out on their own as far as attitudes and opinions go. In a study

of this kind, they are very likely to be presenting a picture of the
attitudes present within their home -~ significant in itself -~ rather than
their own as individuals, It is well recognized that the family is the

basic soclallizing agent in soclety, the center from which the child receives
his most basic principles and values to direct him through life, The age
group being studied is at the point in life where they are just begimning to
think these principles and values through and decide whether to make them

a part of themselves or to reject them; the influence of the family is still
very dominant,

Another limiting factor of the study was the inability of the %
students to interpret the questionnaire as easily as a researcher would like

to answer acocurately. This would be particularly true for the poer read-
rs and very slow students in the group.
Social class is an important variable in the study and the two pre-
Lests showed considerable lack of knowledge concerning the father's occupatiop
pn the part of the students, Very general answers were given at times, but
pifficulty was encountered when the student was asked to describe precisely
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his father's position, This could be due to simple unawareness; efforts to
mhide" lower status occupations by parent(s), child, or both; intelligence
difference of children; ete. Soclal class factors were probably at work here.

In many cases also the child was not certain about the amount or
type of education received by his parents. In compiling the matched pairs to
be used in the study, care was taken to use those questionnaires which pre-
sented what seemed to be the most accurate information in these two areas,
However, because of the immaturity of the group there is always the possibil-
ity of guesswork, especially regarding the amount of education the parents
received,

Another limitation to be considered is the administratlion of the {
questionnaire, Though the children in no way had to identify themselves ond
were told in the page of directions that this questionnaire was not to
be used by their teachers or parents, the setting in an ordinary classroom
situation with a sister administering the questionnaire, could create a bias
toward giving positive responses, However, remarks made by the children on
the questionnaire itself about many of the questions would tend to indicate
a high degree of their own personal feelings in the responses made, .
Hypotheses: Through the questionnaire deseribed and appended, an attempt ﬁas
made to investigate selected attitudes and practices of a group of Catholic
eighth grade students who have attended either the Catholic school system or
the Public school system for eight years., How do the values of the children
in these two groups compare? What are the similarities between the two

groups? In what ways are they dilfferent? Is there a relationship of the
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similarities and differences which present themselves in the study to the

type of educational background of the students, the sex of the students, or
their soclsl class background? Because the family and the school are the
principal educating forces of the child and because the Catholiec school has

a definite commitment to the development of religious principlas in its
students, it would seem that differences between the two groups would show
themselves in the children's responses, Parochial School by Joseph H, Fichter

is a comparative study of students in a Catholie and publie school.66 He
found that, "While the differences are not great, they seem sufficient to
allow the general conclusion that the parochial schoocl succeeds in developing
a deeper soclal awareness among the children than does the public school, and
that St. Luke's children have a readier acceptance of the highest value norms
of the American culture than do the public school pupils." o7

Because of the differences in the educational background of this
study's sampled children, Hypothesis One will read as follows: Students
with a completely Catholic educational background will respond more closely to
committed religious values in the areas of religious doctrine, ethical values,
the importance of the Church and suthority than will students from a public

66joseph H. Fichter, SeJ., Parochial School, (Notre Dame, Indiana:
The University of Notre Dame Press, 1958),

67Ibido, Po Loo,
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institution.

Due to the predominant influence that parents have in the socializa-
tion process of their children and in the development of attitudes, values,
and opinions, we would also expect Hypothesis Two to be supported: Differences
in responses concerning religious practices will vary more according to the
religious practices of parents than to type of school attended.

Since the peer group is known to be a very significant factor in the
1lives of children at this age level the writer would also expect to find
confirmation of Hypothesis Three: Differences in attitudes and practices
will vary more according to sex than to type of school attended,

And because the socio-economic level of the student is so concretly
connected to the children's home life and because of the recognized impor-
tance of the parents in the socialization proocess of the child, Hypothesis
Four will be stated as follows: Differences among students!' responses will
vary more according to socio-economic background than to the type of educa-

tion of the student.




CHAPTER 3

THE FINDINGS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE

In all of the questions concerning religlious doctrine, the tendency
on the part of the majority of the students was to agree with the teaching
as presented by the Church, There was very little expressed disagreement
with any one of the questions individually, or with them as a whole, How=
ever, although it is often expected that by the time a student is in the
eighth grade, he should have formed rather definite ideas in the area of
religious doctrine, there was a considerable amount of uncertainty evidenced.
This uncertainty was greater among public school students, which might be
accounted for by the faect that these children have received less formal ed=
ucation in the area of religious doctrine than have the parochial school
students,

All of the questions used in this area of religious doctrine were
evaluated according to sex ard type of school attended, as well as according
to soclal class and type of school attended. In discussing the findings we
will stress those aveas where the greatest differences occur,

The responses to the statement, '"The most important thing on earth
man has to do is save his soul", indicate 90.0 per cent of the entire
sample agreeing, 2.5 per cent disagreeing, and 7.5 per cent not sure, The

two children who disagreed with this statement were lower class glrls, As
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TMPORTANCE IN LIFE OF SAVING SOUL BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL “e
ATTENDED.

Quest., 12: The most important thing on earth man has to do is save his

soul,
| Upper Class Middls Class | Lowsr Clags
TABLE 1
* _Paroch] Publicl Percch. Public| Peroch,| Fublic| _Total
2 £ p % % % Per Geut
Agree 87.5 ]100.0 P2.3 {91.7 P94 83.3 90.0
Disagree - - - -— 5¢3 5.6 2.5
Not Sure 12.5 - 7.7 803 5;3 1101 7';
}

Total number in

the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

e artal

can be seen in Table 1, the uncertainty within the group increaseé as the
social class decreases, Four (66,7 per cent) of the students expressing a
response of '"Not Sure! to this statement were girls, whereas, two boys,
(33.3 per cent), gave a similar response,

All of the students except three responded positively to the state-
ment, "God is always with us", These students indicated a response of "Not
Sure", All three were boys, one attending the Catholic school and two
attending the public school. They were from the lower and middle classes,

respectively.
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BELIEF IN MIRACLES, BY SEX AND TYFE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED,
Quest. 15: Miracles are performed by the power of God even today.

R — e .

School sehool IO A1 S

TABLZ 2 Girls | Boys Giris | Boys Totel P-r.a.z;-uc‘x;.j Fas

o i 4 % % Par Cent 5 %
Agree 80,0 95,0 85,0 65.0 81.3 87.5 % 7540
Disagree 5.0 ; == - 5.0 2.5 g 245 i 2.5
Not Sure 15,0 | 50 150 | 30,0 | 16.2 ‘ 16.0 22,5

Total number in j

the sample 20 20 20 20 80 ) 40

{

Question 14 asked, ‘Do you believe that God listens to and hears

|
!
{

et

people's prayers?". These responses also followed a highly doctrinal pattern
with the majority of the students answering "yes'. There was only one
negative response from a lowsr class parochial school girl. Four students,
(5.0 per cent), responded "Not sure', with three of these studerts coming
from the publie school,

The respenses to the statement, "Miracles are performed by the

power of God even today", show a variatlion according to type of school




BELIEF IN MIRACLES BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quests 15: Miracles are performed by the power of God even today.

Upper Class Middle Classy | Lower Class
TABLE 3 mrmmw&mmm Toral,
% 4 k3 ) 4 p 4 % Per Cent

Agree S2e 80.0 | 92.3 83,3 | 94.8 €6.7 81.3
Disagree 25,0 -— - - - 5.5 3.7
Not Sure 12.5 20,0 Te7 16,7 5.2 27.8 15.0
Total nurmber in

the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

attended and social class. Table 2 shows more vncertainty among the publie
school students in this area than is found in the parochial school sample,
"Not sure' received 10,0 per cent of the responses from the parochial school
children compared to 22,5 per cent from the public school group.

Table 3 shows the responses to this statement according to social
class, Here an increase in the belief in God's performance of miracles can
be seen as the social class levels decrease for the parochial school children,

With the exception of the upper class sample, there is a greater percentage
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of belief in miracles found among the parochlal school children than
among the public school students. However, the smallest group to express
itself in agreement with this statement is the parochial school upper
class sample, (62.5 per cent). Only 3.7 per cent of the entire sample
actually do not beliseve that miracles are performed by God today. How-
ever, here, as in several of the other questions dealing with religious
doctrine, there is a considerable amount of uncertainty (15,0 per cert).
Tables 2 and 3 show that thls uncertainty is predominantly among the
public school children, especially the public school boys of lower class
backgrounds,

The responses to the question, "Do you belleve in life after
death, that is, heaven or hell?" are all affirmative except for two
children who were not sure - an upper class publie school girl and a
lower class public school boy.

Question 17, "Do you believe that in the next 1life some people
will be punished and others rewarded by God?", brought about responses
which were also affirmative except for one negative answer given by a
Catholic school girl and two uncertain responses given by publie school
boys. These children were from the middle and lo.er classes,

With the exception of one publie school boy's indication of
“"Not Sure", the responses to question 18, "Do you believe that, when
they are able, people ought to worship God in their churches every
week?", are all affirmative.

Indifferentis. seems to show itself in the responses to the




ONE RELIGION IS GOOD AS ANOTHER BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quest. 19: One religion is as good as another.

Farochial Fublic
L _School Sehool
TABLE 4 Girls Boys Girls | Boys Tatal ’
i z $ % Per Ceat, & | &
- R
Agree 25.G 1 15,0 | 25,0 30,0 | 23.7 120.0 |27.5
Disagree 75.0 85.0 70.0 70.0 75.0 80,0 F 70.0
ot Sure - — 5.0 — 1.3 é-- | 2.5
i
i
Total number in | |
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 Lo {bo

statement that one religion is as good as another, For this 75.0 per cent
of the sample disagreed with the statement, while 23,7 per cent agreed and
1.3 per cent were not sure, There is little vzriation of response in
terms of type of school attended. The greatest difference appears between
the sexes, As can be seen in Table 4, the public school boys show the
largest amount of indifferentism (30,0 per cent), followed by “oth public

and parochial school girls (25.0 per cent.)
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ONE RELIGION IS AS GOOD AS ANOTHER, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL
ATTENDED,
Quest. 13: One religion is as good as another.

Upper Class Middle Class | Lower Class

TuBL3 5 Parechy Publig| Paroch. Publicl Paroch. Public|  Total

4 £ 4 y 3 ) 4 Per Cent
Agree 6.235 - 15024‘ 16.? 2603 50.0 28.7
Disagree 375 100.0} 84,6 | 75.0 73.7 50,0 70,0
Jot Sure - - - 8.3 ~— - 1.3
Total number in
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

When these same responses are broken down 1n Lerms of social olass ae

seen in Table 5, an interesting picture presents itself, iithin the upper
class parochial school sample, over half the group agree that "one religion
is as good as another", while the entire upper class public school sample
disagrees with the statement, Within the middle class sample there is 1ittle
difference in response according to type of school attended and tleve is less
agreement with the statement by these students than in either of the other
two social classes. The lower class public school group shows a larger

degree of indifferentis.: than the lower class parochial school group, but
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stil® "~us than the upper class parochial school group.

The question concerning the students' belief sbout Jesus Christ
received the sams response from all eighty students used in the study; namely,
that Jesus Christ was God's only Son ;ent into the world by God to save man-
kind.

From the discussion of the questions relating to religious
doctrine it can be seen that in almost 2ll cases, a greater variation in the
responses of the students cccurs according to the difference in soclal class
and sex rather than according to the type of school attended. A major factor
which shows itself in this area of the study is the considerable degree of
uncertainty indicated by both public and parochial school students at this age
level,

when comparing the child's view of his family 1life with the family
life of his peers, it was found that most of the students (61.3 per cent)
consider their life at home just as happy as that enjoyed by others., Of the
others, 28.7 per cent look upon their home as happier than others, while a
small group (10.0 per cent) consider their home life not as happy as others,
Breaking down responses according to social class and type of school attended,
a greater degree of difference was found among the social classes than be-
tween the two types of schools attended for those students considering their
homes happier than others, Table € shows, for example, that there is greater
difference of response betwsen upper and middle class parochial school stu-
dents than between upper class parochial and public school students. The
largest percentage of students considering 1life in their home happier than

that in others can be fourd in the upper class parochial school group.
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CHILD®S VIEW OF FAMILY LIFE, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quest, 9 : Would you say life in your home is:

least content,

parochial school sample.

largest percentage of students responding in this manner is the

parochial school group and the lowest percentage belongs to the

tween social classes than between the types of school attended,

When students are considered who think their home life

 _Upper Class Middle Class | Lower Class
TABLE 6 _Paroch] Public| Paroch Public| Peroch.) Pubiic] Total
4 % 4 b 4 4 4 Per Cant
Happier than
others 62,5 | 30.0 }23.1 33.3 2.1 22,2 28,7
Just as happy 25,0 | 70.0 | 61.5 50,0 |78.9 61,1 1.3
Not as happy 12,5 | == 15.4 16,7 - 16,7 10,0
Total number in
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80
Among those students looking upon their home 1life as just as happy as
others, it 1s again found that a greater difference of response occurs be-

However, the

lower class

upper class

‘'not as

happy" as others, the middle and lower class public school students appear the

In this response we find a greater degree of variance between




CHIL3'S VIEW OF FAMILY LIFE BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED

Gnuest, 9 : Would you say 1ife in your home is:
"' Parochial Public !
School School Total
TABLE 7 _Girls Bove Qrle 1 Boys 1 Total IParoch ‘Puriin
4 3 % % Far Cent| & &
Happier than
others 3540 25,0 2540 30,0 28.7 30.0 27.5
Just as happy 60,0 65,0 69.0 60,0 81,3 £2.5 60,0
Not as happy 5.0 10,0 15.0 10,0 10,0 745 12,5
]
Total number in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 Lo 40
i
{
L

the two types of schools than among the soclal classes,

Using sex differences as the variable in Table 7, :ome variation is

found, though not as much as when this question i1s seen from the viewpoint of

social class difTerences,

homes happier than others is the parochial school girls!' sample.

The largest group of students considering their

Among the

public school students the boys are the most optimistic about their home

situation, while the public school girls show the greatest dissatisfaction

with their homes when cnomparing them with the homes of their peers,
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ATTITUDE TOWARD SCHOOL BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quect. 34: Many students say that they hate school, but many others like it
very muche On the whole, what would you say your attitude would be?

T Parcoki -l Public
Schnal Sehool | _
TABLE 8  Glds | Foys | Girle ldove | Tows)
ys § y 3 % Fer Lent f 2
—— e
Like school all ! ;
the time 15.0 5.0 - 25,0 11.3 g 10.0 ! 12,5
Like school most ? ?
Neither like nor f §
dislike school 20.0 30.0 20.0 4o.0 27,5 | 25,0 30,0
‘ j
Disliks school most ; {
of the time 540 15.0 5.0 - 6.2 100 | 2.5
Dislike school all : g
of the time - 15.0 - - 3.8 1 7.5 0 ==
Total number in ] E j
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 i 40 % 40
| .
s |

Another question which the students were asked, which is ré{;féé t;“N
their opinion of their home life, was that dealing with their attitude toward
school (Table 8). The majority (51.2 per cent) of the sample "like school
most of the time", and of this group the public school students held the
highest percentage (55.0); of those students indicating a liking for school
all the time, the public school boys showed a greater response than any of the
others, whereas three parochial school boys were the only group to indicate a
dislike for schoecl all the time., So there seems to be a definite relation-

ship between type of school attended and the responses given to this question,
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As Table 8 shows, the ;urochial school boys show the greatest dislike
for school as contrasted with the public school boys who indicate a much
more favorable attitude. Among the girls the type of school attended
seems to be of little significance as their responses are very similar.
Mo public school girl stated that she liked school all the time, however,

From the viewpoint of soclial elass, there appears to be a
direct relationship between the student's social class position and his
attitude toward school. The more favorable attitudes were found among
the upper class*stud;nts and the less favorable responses came from the
lower class sample, However, two-thirds of the parochial school group,
the only group indicating a dislike for school all of the time, were
located in the upper class, The other one-third consisted of lower class
students,

Question 27 asked the students, "If you had to choose, which
thing on this 1ist would you pick as the most important for a child to
learn to prepare him for life? To obey, To be well liked or popular,

To think for himself, To work hard, To help others when they need help."
They were asked to mark their choices lst, 2nd, and 3rd, The students'
responses were then weighted‘according to this scale - 1st choice=3;

2nd choice = 2; and 3rd choice=l, The scores in Table 9 and 10 represent
the totals and the highest totals represent the most valued ideas as
necessary for future life, "To obey" seems to hold the most value for

both public and parochial school students, with more emphasis being
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IMPORTANT LESSOK TO IRARN IN LIFE - BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quest, 27: If you had to choose, which thing on this list would you
pick as the most important for a child to learn to prepare him for life?

Parochial Public
School School Total
TABLE 9

Girls |Boys Total | Girls | Boys | Total Girls | Boys
To obey 53 43 96 4o 48 97 102 91
To be well liked.. 0 é 6 7 2 9 7 8

To think for
himself 21 24 Ls 1% 13 27 35 37
To work hard 21 16 37 16 27 L3 37 L3
To help others... 25 71 56 3 30 64 59 61

according to the folllowing [scale =} 1lst choipe = 3;| 2nd cholice = 2; and

The scores for the apove rejsponses| were obthined by waig%ﬁng the choices
3rd cholce = 1.

placed on this factor by girls than by boys in both types of schools,

From the standpoint of soclal class this emphasis on the importance
of obedience comes from the lower class students with the least emphasis on
the importance of obedience comes from the lower class students with the
least emphasis coming from the upper class sample.

Following obedience in importance to these students is the idea of
helping others. The public school girls and the parochial school boys lead
the way in emphasizing this factor as important to one's future life,

Social class differences are also present with the lower class student
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IMPORTANT LESSON TO LzARN IN LIFE - BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL
ATTENDED,

Quest. 27: If you had to choose, which thing on this 1ist would you pick as
the most important for a child to learn to prepare him for life?

Upper Class Middle Class Lower Class
TABLE 10
Paroch, | Public Paroch, | Public Paroch, | Public

To obey 14 24 36 24 by Ly

To be well liked or
popular L 1 0 3 3 5
To think for himself| 11 6 17 10 17 13
To work hard 6 9 9 15 20 22

To help others when
they need help 13 20 16 20 27 24

The scores for the above respopses were pbtained by weighting the cholces
according to the following scalle = lst choice = 3;| 2nd choice = 2; ahd
3rd choice = 1,

placing the greatest value on helping others,

A variation in response according to type of school attended is
evident with regard to that factor which is next in importance to obedience
arnd helping others, The parochial school children chose "To work hard",
Social class is also an important variable in this selection., As we can
see in Table 10, the upper and middle class students follow a similar
pattern to that mentioned above, with the upper and middle class parochial

school students indicating "To think for himself" as the 3rd most important
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factor in one's life, and the upper and middle class public school students
responding to the ldea of hard work, In ‘e lower classes, however, both
the parochial and public school students selected "To work hard" as the
3rd most highly valued idea important to one's future life,
SUMMARY: In this chapter the students' responses to certain questions
centering on religious doctrine were evaluated in terms of sex differences,
social class differences, and type of school attended, The first hypothesis
stated that students with a completely Catholic educational background will
respond more closely to committed religzious values in the areas of religious
doctrine, ethicsl values, the importance of the church and authority than
will students from a public school. In the area of relipious doctrine it
was not found that this hypothesis held true as the comparison of the responsaJ
according to this variable of type of school attended showed little variation.
The responses of the chlildren from the parochial school followed much the
same pattern as those of the public school children with relation to basic
religious doctrine, The differences occurred when these responses were
broken down according to sex differences and social class. And even in
these areas, the variation in responses was not great, which might lead to the
conclusion that the child from the public school with a Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine background receives as good training in learning the
basic truths of his faith as doces the child with the parochial school back-
ground.

Differences in responses to the questions were considered to be of

value in either supporting or not supporting the hypothesis if the differences
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amounted to ten percentage points or hicher.

Though in the area of religiocus dnstrine we did not find the type of
school attended to be an important variasble, the responses indicated do
verify hypotheses three and four which were stated as follows: Differences
in attitudes and practices will vary more according to sex than to type of
school attended, And fourth: Differences among student's responses will vary
more according to socio-economic background than according to the type of

education of the student,




CHAFTER 4

THE FINDINGS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS PRACTICES

Tables 11 through 13 indicate the Mass attendance patterns for the
mothers, fathers, and children of the study. The findings indicated that
among the three groups, the greatest tendency is to attend Mass once a week,
with the children performing this act a bit more frequently than the parents,
However, the children also indicated the largest percentage of complete lack
of attendance at Mass (3.7 per cent). There was no indication of this among
the mothers and only one public school zirl indicated "Mever" for her father,
There were three children giving this response for themselves and of the
three, two are upper class parochial school children.

Using type of school as the variable, we find that among the fathers,
Mass attendance patterns are the same for the parochial and public school
students., The child's attendance at Mass corresponds very closely to that
of his mother and parochial school children and their mothers attend lMass
more frequently than do public¢ school children and their mothers.

Among the indicated responses for the fathers, sex difference is
apparently important. Among the parochial school children the girls in-
dicated a more frequent lMass attendance pattern for their fathers than did

the boys, whereas the publie school boys indicated a more regular Mass
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FATHER'S ATTENDANCE AT MASS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENTED.
wuest, 24: About how often, if srur, does your Father attend religious
services or Mass in his church or synazogue?

. Parachial Domoiie
“ Schoal nebocl Totel
TABLE 11 _Girls | noys | Sirls | doys Tota), {Parach. |Puvie
g $ i 2 % For Cemt; % 4 v
Unce a week 95.0 80,0 85.C 90,0 87.5 | 87.5 87.5
i
Two or more times { i
a week 5.0 500 hagtnd 500 307 , 5'0 ? 2'5
}
Cnee a month - 5.0 5.0 - 2.5 1 2.5 | 2,5
A fow times a year | -- 10,0 | 5.0 | 5.0 50 | 5.0 | 5.0
§
Hever —-— -— 5.0 - 1.3 ? - E 2,¢
{ i
Total number in g i
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 ;M0 1 ko
* |
i :
; :
! ‘;
|
| s
i ! : :
| H 1 N S SR

attendance pattern for their fathers,

From Table 12 we see that the mothers' Mass attendance pattern
differs more according to type of school attended than by sax difference., The
mothers of parochial school children show a greater frequency of Mass atten-
dance than those of public school children, 'Athin the children's responses
for their own lfass attendance sex difference is found to be more important thar
type of school attended. All the parochial school girls state that they
attend Mass "once a week"; 85,0 per cent (17 of 20) of the boys do so, The

same percentage difference applies for the public school students.
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MOTHERS* ATTENDANCE AT MASS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED, :
Quest, 2i4: About how cften, if ever, does your lMother attend religious
services or Mass in her church or synagogue?

b -

Parochis) Pudblie
Scinol Schoal ‘ g
T43LE 12 - o
MHrle Doys girls | Hoys Total  Pac ?
% P 3 % Fer Cent! ¢ |
: R
Once a week 95.0 | 90,0 | 80,0 | 85.0 | 87.5 92,5 ; 82,5
Two or more times §
a mek 5.0 - 10.0 5.0 5.0 3 2.5 ! 7'5
t :
Once a month ~ 50 | -- 50 | 25 |25 @ 25
: !
A few times a year - 5.0 10,0 5.0 5.0 " 2.5 1745
,’ 3
¢ E
lever - — - -— - L oe— -
Total number in f i
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 ¢ ko . bo
é ‘
| .
SIS | S BV

Using social class and type of school attendad as véiiables, it
appears that there is greater irregularity of Mass attendance on the part of
the parochial school upper class sample of children than in any other group.
Sixty-two and one-half per cent of these children indicated attendance at lass

once a week, as compared to a one hundred per cent weekly attendance for the
mothers and fathers of the upper class children from the parochial and

public school. Within the public school group, the middle class parents show
the highest percentage of irregular iass attendance, with the mothers being a

bit more infrequent than the fathers. The findings for the lower class
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CHILD'S ATTENDANCE AT MASS, BY S®{ AND TYPRE OF SCHOOL ATTRMDID,
quest. 25: Looking back to the summer months, about how often, if ever, did
you attend Mass in your church?

sample show little difference in the Mass attendance of the mothers and

fathers of the children from this socio-economic background, However, the
responses also show 17.8 per cent more lower class parochial school children
attending Mass than their public school counterparts.

In Chapter Three it was noted that with the exception of one student,
the entire sample believed that when possible everyone should attend Vass at
least once a week, Nevertheless, the chlldren's responses indicate that they
do not alsays put this attitude into practice.

~xhen evaluating responses to parents' and children's reception of

~ Parochial Public ]
School Sehool IO 317 S
TABLE 13 Yrle | Boys | Girle fBoys 1 Tota) iParccl. il
!
g 4 % b 4 Fer Jent!
e ¥ Sy
Once a week 100.0 85,0 95.0 180,0 90,0 '92.5 g 87.5
i
Two or more times 3
23 Wek - 5.0 hated 15.0 5.0 2.5 705
imece a month - -— - - - - I
4 few times a year - - - 5.0 1.3 é - f 2.5
i
Yeyer e 1000 500 - 307 } 5-0 i 2'5
!
Total number in : § :
sample 20 20 20 20 ; 20 : 4o % Lo
i
]
{ '
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RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.

Quest, 30: Could you indicate with a check how often you do the following:
Receive Holy Communion

| Parochiol Public T
School Echool Tetal
TABLE 14 Sirls Boys gipls | Bovs Tetal Parceh, (Pubiic
3 ;4 % b4 Fayr Cent! & b
Child
Twice a month or
more 100.0 95.0 60;0 55.0 77.6 9705 57.0
less than ‘bm - 500 "’0.0 1&5.0 22.’4’ 2.5 43.0
Mother o
ce a month or
more 90.0 75.0 50,0 40.0 63.8 82.5 iy, 5
Less than above 10,0 | 25.0 | 50.0 | 60,0 | 36.2 {17.5 |55.5
Father
Twice a month
or more . : 8000 6500 l&0.0 l&0.0 56.2 1 72.5 h‘OoO
Less than lhﬂ'h : 20,0 35.0 60.0 60.0 43.8 g 27.5 6000
Total musber in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 - ho 4o
}

the two important sacraments of Holy Commumion and Confession, it was found
that both typo of school attended and social class showed interesting
differences. Comparing mothers and fathers as a whole, the largest peroentage
in each gréﬁp was found to receive Holy Communion we-ekly and the sacrament of
Pensanos monthly. However, in both cases these perocentages are less than

fifty per cent of the group. Among the children, 63.9 per cent of the

sample receive Holy Communion daily or weekly and 87.4 per cent go to Con=
fession at hut once a month., For the reception of Holy Communion, there is
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RECEPTION OF PENANCE, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED,

Quest, 30: Could you indicate with a check how often you do the following:
Go to Confession,

Parochial fublic
School. School ot
dirls bBoya Qirle { Boys Tob Pavoch, vk lic
TABIE 15 .._M Girle Doys al_(Paro i B
) z % 4 Per Cent| ¢
Child
Monthly or more 100,0 9000 90.0 ?0.0 87.“‘ 9500 80.0
leas than above d 10,0 10.0 30.0 1206 5.0 :2000
Mother !
Monthly or more 75.0 60.0 50,0 55.0 60.0 67.5 | 52,5
Less than sbove  |*25,0 5.0 | 50.0| #5.0 | 0.0 g 32.5 | U47.5
Father E
Monthly or more 7540 60.0 45,0 | 50,0 | 57.5 | 67.5 [U47.5
less than above 25,0 40,0 55.0 50.0 42,5 g 32.5 | 52.5
Total number in i
the samplwy 20 20 20 20 80 i Lo ko
i

an extrgordiharily high percentage of daily commnicants wmong the parochial
school girls (70,0 per cent) which leads the writer to believe that these
young ladies based their responses on their practices during the school year
rather than during the summer months as the directlons requested.

From an overall viewpoint, illustrated by Tables 14 and 15, it can
be seen that the parochial school parents and children were the more frequent
receivers of Holy Cormmunion and Penance, and that the children in both publie
and parochial schools receive more frequently than do either their mother or

their father. Also, the parochial school child participates more frequently
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RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.

Quest. 30: Could you indicate with a check how often you do the following:
Receive Holy Communion

_Upper Class Middle Class | Lower Class
MWWMC Total
TABLE 16
. 4 ) 4 p 4 4 ;4 % Per Cent
THLLd
Twice a month
or more 100,0 60,0 }[100.0 | 66.7 }194.7 50.0 77.4
less than above - 40,0 - 33.3 5¢3 50,0 22,6
Mother
Twice a month
or more 87.5 €0.0 76,9 | 25,0 |84,2 0.0 63,8
Less than above 12.5 40,0 23,1 | 75.0 |15.,8 50,0 36,2
Father
Twice a month
or more 7500 60.0 6105 25.0 ?900 3809 56.2
less than above 25.0 ’40.0 3805 7500 21.0 61.1 L"3|8
Total number in
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 | 18 80

in the reoej:tion of the sacraments than does his public school counterpart,
In both types of schools the child is most frequently present at the sacra-
ments, followed by the mothers and then by fathers who have the lowest per-
centage rate of the three groups.

As far as sex difference is concerned, Table 14 also shows that the
girls in both parochial and public schools, as well as the mothers and
fathers of these girls, receive Commmunion more froquent]y than do the boys or
the mothers and Fathers of the boys. This same pattern holds with regard to

Confession, as seen in Table 15, among the Catholic school children. However,
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the mothers and fathers of publie school boys receive the sacrament of
Penance more frequently than do the parents of the public school girls.

Table 16 shows that when these facts are considered according to
social class and type of school attended, the largest percentage of weekly
communicants falls among the parents in the upper class parochial school

roup = 87.5 per cent of the mothers and 75.0 per cent of the fathers. In
the same social class, the publie school parents represent a much smaller
percentage - 40,0 per cent of the mothers and 30,0 per cent of the Ifathers
roceive Holy Communion weekly. The response "once in awhile" was most
frequently indicated by the middle class mothers and fathers of public
school children - 50,0 per cent of the fathers and 58.4 per cent of the
mothers so indicated with reference to the reception of Holy Communion,
Mass attendance on the part of these parents seems to bs greater than their
reception of the sacraments. There was an indication of only one father
never attending Mass as compared to a response of ten fathers who never
receive Holy Communion and nine who never approach the sacrament of
Fenance, Of these, six of the ten and six of the nine are fathers of
middle and lowser class public school children,

Amonyr the riothers there was a one hundred per cent attendance at
weekly Mass, while there are seven mothers indicated as never receiving
Communion and eight who never receive the sacrament of Penance, Again, half
of each of these groups comes from the middle and lower class samples, Part
and perhaps even all of this variation in the parenis! Mass attendance

patterns and their nonfrequency in the reception of the sacraments could be
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RECEPTION OF PENANCE, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYFE OF SCHCOL ATTENDED.
Quest. 30: Could you indicate with a check how often you do the following:
Go to Confession,

| Upper Class Middle Class | Lover Class

TABLE 17 Parochq Publicl Perochd Public] Paroch.| Pub}ic! Total
B 4 4 p 4 4 Per Cent

Child
f.onthly or more 87.5 90.0 }{ 100,0 75.0} 94,7 77.8 87.4
Less than above 12.5 10,0 - 25,0 5.3 22,2 12.6
Mother
Monthly or more 62.5 70.0 76,9 25,0} 63.2 61,0 60.0
Less than above 37.5 30.0 2301 75'0 36.8 3900 ll'ooC
Father
Monthly or more 100,0 80,0 53.9 25,0} 63.2 Ly 4 57.4
Less than above - 20,0 46,1 75.0] 36,8 55,6 L2,6

Total number in
the sampl» 8 1C 13 12 19 18 80

accounted for by the fact that the chlld may not see the parents receiving,
or not receiving, the sacraments, because he may not be attending the same
Mass as his parents or going to Confession with them and therefore the
child may have concluded that the parents do not take part in these two
sacraments,

As can be seen from Table 17, the responses for the reception of the
sacrament of Penance among mothers and fathers follow much the same overall
pattern as for Communion, The parochlal school parents are reported to go to

Confession more frequently than do the public school parents with the except101
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of the upper class mothers,

As with the attendance at Mass and the reception of Holy Comrmmunion,
there 1s a closer correlation of the chlld's patterns for the reception of
the Sacrament of Penance with the béhavioral patterns of his mother than with
those of his father. This is clearly illustrated within the upper class sam-
ple. Among the middle and lower class chlldren and parents, the parochial
school children show a greater frequenting of the confessional than do their
parents or the public school children and their parents, In the upper class,
the responses for the father show a large soclo-ecunomic difference, with the
upper class parochial school fathers receiving the sacrament of Penance more
frequently than any of the fathers in the other social classes, But among
the responses for the upper class mothers and children, the public school
sample indicated the largest percentage of Confessions at least "once a month
53 more's

After the Mass, Holy Communion, and the sacrament of Penance,
probably the next most valued religious practice among Catholics is the
recitation of the rosary. The children of this study were asked two questions
relating to this practice, The first was: '"How often do you say the rosary
. v« pr home as a family unit?"., The other question was,'How often do you say
the rosary on your owni". Of the children, 93.6 per cent indicated that the
rosary was said in their homes by the family as a unit at least "once in
awhile", and 6,3 per cent said "Never" to this query., Three students, two
parochial school and one public school, indicated that the rosary was dmid

in their homes several times a week and three other students, one parochial
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SAY THE ROSARY ON CWN, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCEOUL ATTENDED, ‘
Quest. 33: Indicate with a check how often you do the following: Say the

Rosary.

N33 n Wi mam v

Parochial | Pupdic T
o Schogl ’ sehoel e Total
Giri Be Tetal Parcein, jPutlilc |
TABLE 18 o s 13 H M m L ’ ‘
% g y 4 Par Cant ] o
Daily 20,0 5.0 | 5.0 - 7.5 | 12,5 | 2.5
Several times a ‘ 1
week 30.0 15.0 5.0 5.0 13.7 22.5 5.0
&‘jeek]y 1500 1000 3000 - 13.7 12.5 15‘0
{nce in awhile 35.0 65.0 €0.0 75.0 53,7 50,0 67.5
Never - 5.0 - 20,0 6Q3 2.5 10,0
Total number in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 40 o
|
|

school and two public school, responded to a weekly saying of the rosary in
their homes. Among the "once in awhile" respondents, the girls outnumbered
the boys, with type of school attended seemingly making little difference.
This response was falrly evenly divided among the social classes, while the
"never" response was found most frequently in the lower classes, there again
being little variation according to type of school ard boys responding in such
a manner more often than girls.

Table 18 shows that when asked how often they said the rosary on

their own, the largest percentage of the entire sample (58.7 per cent)
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indicated, "once in awhile". Sex differences and thpe of school atterded
showed a result perhaps different from what would have been the expected one,
The laryest percentage of those indlcating 'once in awhile" were public school
children and in both types of schools the boys answered thls way more often
than the girls. From a social class viewpoint the response, "once in awhile"
was given more frequently as the social class level decreased with the small-
est percentage (4.3 per cent) found among the upper class parochial school
sample and the largest {21.3) per cent among the middle class public school
and lower class parochial and putlic schcol groups. There were five students
indicating 'never" to saying the rosary cn their own ard all five were boys,
one from the parochial school and four from the public school. The one
parochial school boy was in the upper class, while the four putliec school boys
were all lower class stucents, A little over ore-fourth of the sample claim-
ad that they said the rosary on their own, weekly or more frequently. Of
this group, there is a definite variation according to type of school, the
parochial school students showing a much more frequent use of the rosary than
the public school students. Sex differences and social class differences are
also shown here with the largest percentage being found among the girls and
the lower class members of the sample,

Question 32 referred to two other practices which might be performed
as a unit by a Catholic family; the saying of prayers before meals and attend-
ing evening services such as the Stations of the Cross. In analyzing the
responses to these practices, it was found £hat there is more participation
on the part of the student individually than by his family as a unit.

Frayers before meals are said dally by 66.3 per cent of the sample as a family
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unit, whereas, on their own, 73.7 per cent of the sample say prayers before
meals every day. Within the sample responding to the question as a family
unit, type of school attended shows a large varlatlion between the groups.
Seventy=-two and one-half percent of the parochial school group performs
this religious exercise dally as opposed to 35.0 per cent of the publiec
school students., Using sex differences as a variable, there is some
variation in the responses but it is slight. The differences in type or
school attended show themselves again when combined with the social class
variable., Table 19 showss a much higher percentage of daily recitation of
meal prayers by the upper class parochial school students than by either
the middle or lower class students from the same schools, FEowever, when
studying the patterns within the public school group, the situation reverses
itself and we find greater participation on the part of the middle and
lower class students than among the upper class group in the public schools,
The saying of prayers before meals by these students on their
own does not show as great a variation according to type of school attended
as did the performing of this act by the family as a unit (77.5 per cent
for parochial students; 70.0 per cent for publie school group). Sex
diflyrences again are minimal, However, the social class differences
present an interesting variation, since in the parochial school sample a
lessening in the performance of this religious practice is observed as
the social class level decreases, Among the public school students there
is an increase in the frequency of saying one's prayers before meals by

the middle and lower class members over the upper class,
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PRAYERS BEFORE MEALS AS A FAMILY, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOCL ATTENDED
Gueet. 33: Indicate with a check how often you do the following in your home
as a family unit.

Upper Class Middle Clasg | Lower Class
MWW Total

TABLE 19 p p p g p p Per Cent
Taily 87.5 50.0 69.3 66,7 68.4 61,2 66.3
Several times

a week - 10.0 7.7 33.3 15.8 5.5 8.7
Weekly - - 15.3 - - 5¢5 37
Cnce in awhile - 20,0 - - 15.8] 22.3 11.3
Never 12.5 20,0 77 25.0 - 5.5 10,0

Total number in
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

The "never" responses to this practice were slight, whether per-
formed as a family unit or individually, with eight students indicating
"never" for the fardly unit and four similar responses about personal
behavior,

The responses to Question 32 also showed that the students are
more apt to attend evening services on their own (20.0 per cent) than are
thelr families as a unit (8.7 per cent). On their own, the largest percentage

of the sample (51.2 per cent) attend evening services "onece in awhile",
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ATTEND EVENING SERVICES AS A FAMILY, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.
Quest, 32: Indicate with a check how often the following are done in your
home by the whole family as a unit., Attend evening services guch as The
Stations.

v ; [

Pavouhial | Adslis i i
. _Sebool benpor " Total |
TABLE 20 Girle | Boys | girlp |3eys | Tetal |Faroch. [Public
3 £ F % Par Centj % 5
Weokly - 15.0 20,0 - 8.7 Te5 10,0
Once in awhile 40,0 25,0 | 45.0 50,0 | 40,0 32.5 47.5
Never 60,0 60,0 | 35.0 50,0 - | 57.3 £€0.0 42,5

ATTEND EVENING SERVICES ON OWN, BY SEX AND E OF SCHOOL ATTENPED.
Quest. 33: Indicatel with a ¢heck hoW often y¢u do following: Attend

evening devotions s as Stations.

Weekly 25,0 25.0 15.0 15.0 20,0 25,0 15,0
Once in awhile 55.0 5.0 50.0 55.0 51.2 50417 5245
Never 20,0 20.0 35.0 30.0 28,8 25,0 32,5

Total number in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 Lo Lo

! %

whereas as a family unit the majority (51.3 per cent) never attend, Table
20 also shows that the public school sample is more likely to attend
evening services as a family unit, whereas the parochial school students
have the highest percentages for attending these services by themselves.
From both viewpoints, as a famlly or individually, the girls rank higher
than the boys, except among the public school boys attending by themselves,
In this group the boys hold a few percentage points more than the girls,
Using social class as variable, we see from Table 21 that the vast
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ATTEND EVENING SERVICES AS A FAMILY, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTEND,
Quest, 32: Indicate with a check how often the following are done in your
home by tho wholo fanlly as a unit.z Attond woning sexvices such as The

St‘ﬁm‘ orrees e e k SR - P e v
TABLE 21 fiﬁ‘?d&,MJ, ; aTehy
i 0 4 % ; 00 6 & 0 Far lew
e e . - - ;._T..,wn....,,‘ ...w.,.,,?.y e L S R R §w......w. rpeapup—
omos 4n auhile 3.5 | 60,0 | 0.8 ! 58,3 | 52.6 {333 | 45.0
. % i .~;
o § i 4 H
ATTEND EVENING SERVIEES ON OWN, BY SOCIAL CEASS ANI TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.
Quest. 33 Indicate|with a pheck hqw often jyou do {the following: | Attend
evening devotlons as Statigns, ;
Weekly 12.5 | 20,0 | 23.0 . 8,3 | 316 |22.2 | 20,0
Onos in awhile 62,5 | 60,9 | 46,2 | 58,4 | W74 | k5 | 51,2
Never 25.0 | 30,0 | 30.8 | 33.3 | zn.0 | 333 | 28.8
Total number in
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 | 18 80

majority of the sample attends woning.urvhu as a family only "onoce in
awhile" or "never", Among the parochial school students the frequency of
attending evening servioces as a family unit increasss as the social class
level decreases, while among the public school sample, as the social class
level rises so does the frequency of attending evening services with the
entire family, The attendances at these exsrcises by the students on their
own follows much the same pattern from the social class viewpoint as does
attendance as a family unit,
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Another religious practice which Catholic children are recommended to
adopt from the very beginning of their formal schooling -~ and in many cases
by thelr parents long before that -~ is the saying of morning and evening
prayers. Questlion 33 asked the children to indicate how frequently they per-
formed these two acts of worship. Answers indicated that the entire sampling
says evening prayers twice as often as morning prayers., Over half of the
group (60,0 per cent) indicated the saying of morning prayers only "once in
awhile" or "never", with the public school sample composing the larger por-
tion of this group. Sex differences show very llttle variation among these
children, There were six studente indicating 'mever' to the saying of
evening prayers as compared with seventeen for morning prayers.

Among those students saying morning prayers daily or several times a
week, large differences were found between types of school attended, and be-
tween boys and girls, More parochial school students (47.5 per cent) perform
this act than do public school students (17.5 per cent); girls (35.0 per cent)
are somewhat more prayerful in the morning than are the boys (30.0 per cent).
The saying of evening prayers dally or several times a week also varies
widely according to type of school attended, with more of the parochial
school students (77.5 per cent) indicating a "yes" than did the public school
pupils (52,5 per cent)., Also within each of the two types of schools the
girls seem to say evening prayers more often than the boys. Many of the
students commented on their questionnaire regarding saying their morning
prayers. In general, these comments indicate that in the morning the
students don't feel they have time to say their prayers before going off to

school or beginning their dally routine.
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From the standpoint of social class differences it was found that
in both types of school the frequency of saying morning prayers is directly
related to social class, As the soclal class increases so does the
percentage of chlldren who say morning prayers., Thls same pattern is
followed with regard to the saying of evening prayers by these students,
For those students lindicating morning and evening prayers "once in awhile®
or "never" the largest percentages are found among the lower class samples
in both parochial and public schools,

The last question which these students were asked in relation to
religious practlices was, "How often do you make a visit to Churchi" The
largest responses were received for "once in awhile' (38,7 per cent) and
"weekly" (31l.2 per cent), There was a sharp difference in the'veekly"
response according to type of school -~ 5,0 per cent for the parochial
sample and 57.5 per cent for the public school group. The '"weekly! response
came primarily from the public school sample, while the parochial school
students most often indicated 'once in awhile”, This might be accounted
for by the fact that the public school children may have considered their
attendance at Sunday Mass as a "visit to Church",

Using soclal class as the variable, the responses receiving the
largest percentage of students referring to them were: 42,9 per cent of
the parochial school middle class students responded "several times a
week" to the practice of making a visit to Church, 36,0 per cent of the
public school lower class children indicated "weekly", and 32,3 per cent

of the lower class parochial school sample responded "once in awhile',
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SUMMARY: In Chapter 4 we have analyzed the responses to Questions 24, 25, 30,
31, 32, and 33 for the purpose of finding the predominant variations that
occur according to the varisbles: type of school attended, sex, and soclal
class. The principal emphasis of the chapter is upon the second hypothesis
which states that: Differences in responses concerning religlous practices
will vary according to the religious practices of parents than according to
type of school attended, In the area of Mass attendance this hypothesis has
held true. However, 1t was also found that sex dlfferences and social class
differences appeared to be important varisbles in the matter of Mass Atten-
dance. The girls from both public and parochial schools attend Mass more
frequently than do the boys. Anwong the mothers and fathers of these children,
the upper class sample had the must regular patterns c¢f cttercarce at Mass,
while the middle and lower class children were more :egular in their Mass
attendance than were the upper class students,

Considering the hypothesis from the viewpoint of the reception of
the sacraments of Holy Communion and Penance, the findings do not support the
hypothesis, as there is claimed to be a much greater participation in these
two religious exercises by the children than by thelr parents., Type of school
attended is also an important varisble in these two areas, but there is
greater variation in the children's responses for themselves and their parents
along the lines of sex and soclal class differences than according to type of
school attended.

The other religious practices used in the study (saying prayers

before meals, attending evening devotions, saying the rosary, saying morning
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and evening prayers, and making a visit to Church) were not compared to the
performance of these same acts by the children's parents. However, the saying
of the rosary, prayers before meals, and attending evening services such as
the Stations of the Cross, were compared according to whether they were per-
formed by the famlly as a unit or by the child on his own, If these findings
could be correlated to hypothesis two, they would tend to disp:..ve the
hypothesis as the children are more active in each of these areas as indi-
viduals than are thelr famllies as units,

Those findings which show a difference of at lezst ten percentage
points according to type of school attended are: the saying of the rosary by
students on thelr own, attendance at evening services on their own, saying
morning prayers, saying prayers before meals, and saying evening prayers,
These differences ﬁonld be expected in these areas as the parochial school
children have aliwst daily reminders during the school year to be active in
these religious exercises,

Difforences in response vary more by sex than by type of school
attended only in the area of saying the rosary, both individually and as
a family unit.

Socio~economic differences of at least ten percentage points between
the soclal class levels, either az the social class level increases or as it
decreases, are found in the practice of saying the rosary as a family unit,
saying the rosary on one's own, attending evening services on one's own, say-
ing morning and evening prayers, and saying prayers before meals,

In Chapter 5 the responses will be studied to find the variations

that are present among the students' viewpoints on certain moral issues,




Sex difference, type of school attended, and socio-economic background will

again be the variables against which these will be compared,
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CHAPTER 5

THE FINDINGS REIATED TO SELECTED MORAL ISSUES

In this chapter, the findings of the questionnaire relating to such
issues as lying, cheating, stealing, racial prejudice and discrimination will
be examined, Many religious peopls tend to identify reliy‘on with high ethi-
cal behavior; it would seem to be expescted that those children attending a
religiously motivated school would respond more favorably to those questions
of an ethical nature than would children from a secular educational atmos-
phere,

The first question asked of the children, leading into the area of
moral issues was, "How many people do you think are honest?" The responses to
this question show almost no difference between the attitudes of the children
from both the parcchial and public schools, Fifty s#ix and three tenths per
cent of the sample considered "most" of the people or "almost all of them"
as honest, Tables 22 and 23 show the findings related to this question
according to sex, social class, and type of school attended, We can see from
Table 22 that though there 1s almost no variation according to type of school,
there is considersble difference on the bagis of sex, The girls in both
schools are much more inclined to look upon people as basically honest than

are the boys. There were two parochial school boys from the entire sample who




ESTIMATED HONESTY OF PEOPLE, BY SEX AND TYFE FO SCHOOL ATTENDED,

Quest. 21l: How many people do you think are honest?
Parochial Pablic
o _Schned achasl
TABLE 22 (Hirls Boys Frls | foys Totel
¥ ;4 % % Far Cent| ¢
Almost all of them 5.0 - 5.0 10,0 5.0 2.5
Most of them 60,0 45,0 60.0 40,0 51.3 52.5
Some of them 25,0 20,0 25.0 30,0 25.0 22.5
,4 i
A few of them 10.0 25.0 10,0 20.0 1.2 | 17.5
None of them - 10,0 | - -- 2.5 | 50
Total number in i
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 . 4o
H
]
{
!
i !
.
|
!

considered Tnone" o

‘the people honest,
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Table 23 shows us that when the typs of school variable is placed

with the social class variable, rather striking differences can be found in

both variables among those responding "most of them",

Within the parochial

school sample the tendency to respond in this way lessens by ten percentage

points or more as the social class level decreases, going from 75.0 per cent

in the upper class to 42,1 per cent in the lower class.,

school sample the pattern is not the same, as the middle class students

Within the public

have the highest percentage (66.7) responding in this manner and the upper
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ATTENDED,.

Quest, 21: How many people do you think are honest?

Uprer Class Middle Class | Lower Class
TABLE 23 | '
Parochi Publici Perochd Pablicl Paroch.! Peblici = Toval
% SRR % % Per Cent

Almost all of

them — 10,0 —-— 843 5.3 5.6 5.0
Most of them 75.0 40,0 53,8 { 66,7 (42,1 Lyl 51.2
Some Of th@m - 30.0 150“’ 8.3 36.8 38.9 25.0
A few of them 12,5 20.0 30.8 }16.7 10,5 11,1 16,3
None of them 12,5 - - - 5¢3 - 2.5
Total number in

the sample 3] 10 13 12 19 18 80

class public school atudents have the lowest percentage (40.0)., The two
parochial school boys responding '"none of them" are from the upper and lower
classes, respectively. It is interesting to note that when comparing the
attitudes of these two boys in other areas discussed in Chapter 3, we find
rather divergent patterns., Both boys consider no one really honest, One of
them believes his home to be '"happeier than others", but he "dislikes school
all of the time" and thinks that "to be well liked or popular" is the most
important item for a child to learn to prepare him for life. The other boy

considers hls home “Just as happy as others," also"dislikes school most of the
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Quest. 41: Peter had been out with some fellows that his parents had warned
him not to hang around with., It was all right for him to tell his parents
that he had not seen these fellows, because he knew that he would be punished
'gpverely.

Parocltie Purlie !
. ~§_\‘2?{1C»01 - ;’eml - —— .
Girls | RBovs | Sirls }doys .
TABLE 24
1 % 3 % I
!
Agree 5.0 5.0 5.0 20.0 8.8 | 5.0 12,5
Disagree 95.0 9C.0 90.0 80.0 88.7 i 92,5 85.0
i
Not Sure - 5.0 5.0 - 2.5 | 2.5 | 2.5
¥ i ;
i ;
Total number in § i
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 1) Lo

1

!
H
i
[4

: !

i
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time" and thinks "to helw others when they need help" the most important item

for later life,

Regarding the issue of lying, the children were presented with a situ~
ation in which a child might or might not tell a lie, and were asked to agree
or disagree with the statement as given, The problem was: "Peter had been
out with some fellows that his parents had warned him not to hang around with.
It was all right for him to tell his parents that he had not seen these
fellows, because he knew that he would be punished severely." The findings,

as shown in Table 24, indicate a very positive attitude against lying on the
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ATTENDED. '

Quest, 41: Peter had been out with some fellows that his parents had warned
him not to hang around with., It was all right for him to tell his parents
that he had not seen these fellows, because he knew that he would be punished

sevé?e]jr. T
_Upper Class Middls Clsss | Lower Claas !

TABLE 25 MWM&M Total

y 4 y 4 b 4 p 4 4 y 4 Per Cent
Agree 12.5 - - 1607 5.3 1607 808
Disagree 87.5 1100,0 } 100.0 ! 83,3 }89.4 77.8 88.7
Not Sure - —— huind - 50 3 50 5 2e 5
Total number in
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

part of 88,7 per cent of the sample with a minimal difference between types
of schools, and a 10,0 per cent difference between the boys and girls in the
public school (girls more opposed to lying)., Among the 8,8 per cent who
agreed with the situation, 71.4 per cent were public school students and 28.6
per cent from the Catholic schools, Five of these seven students were boys-—-
four of them from the public school,

Table 25 shows the soclial class differences to be small, Of those
disagreeing with the statement, the largest percentage (23.9) is found among

the lower class parochial school sample and the lowest percentage (9.9) belong
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ATTENDED,
Quest., 43: If you have studied for an examination and an answer has slipped
your mind, getting that answer during the test from another person is not so
haga..... N - S—— — S [
farovhial N VIR i )
.. Achoad o bebeek | o detal
TABLE 26  _Girlas Boys Gi!Qngi}ﬁxyﬁ Total iFargch. (Pubiic
' . o
£ ) . Fer Cent| ¢ 4%
- e SN P B L o s - Yt s PR e A AN Bt i 4. Y et ~
Agree 10.0 15.0 5.0 5.0 807 12.5 500
Disagree 85.0 80,0 { 90,0 85,0 85,0 82.5 87.5
Not Sure 5.0 5.0 5.0 1§ 10.0 €3 5.0 7e5
VIEW OF CHEATING ON TEST - NQT HAVING STUDIEDi BY SEX ﬁND "YPE QF SCHOOL
ATTENDED, {
Qaest. 47, If you hjve not gtudied f‘r an exﬂmination and an answwr hag
slipped your mind, gétting tHat answef during jthe test] from another perdon is
not so bas,
Agree — 15. 0 - —— 30 7 70 5 hatee
Disagree 100.0 85.0 100.0 100.0 96.3 92,5 100,0
Not Sure - - - - - { - -
Total number in 3
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 ; 40 40

to the upper class parochlal school sample, The remaining responses are

rather evenly divided among the other social class groups. Among the seven
students agreeing with the issue, 42.8 per cent are lower class public school
students,

It 1s interesting to note that of the seven students who would condone
the lying of this boy to his parents, four of them consider "to obey" the most
important factor for a child to learn. Four of them also believe children
should "always obey parents in all things" and two of them respond that child-

ren should "usually obey parents in all things",
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VIEW OF CHEATING ON TEST = HAVING STUDIED, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL
Quest, 43: If you have studied for an examination and an answer has slipped
your mind, getting that answer during the test from another person is not so
bad,

P ro—— A L g B ¢

l

) _Upper Class Middie Clews | Lower Claas

TABLE 27 mwm.&mu Total,
% ;4 4 4 y 4 4 Per Cent
Agree 25.0 —— o 1607 15.8 bt 8.7
Disagree 7540 30,0 { 100,0 83¢31 73.7 | 94 85,0
Not Sm — Z0.0 hadnd - 10.5 5.6 6.3

Total number in
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

Questions 43, 44, and 45 were used for the purpose of discovering the
children's attitudes towards cheating on an examination or in a ball gams.
with regard to the test, whether or not a student had studied for the exam
seemed to play a determining part in the children's responses, If a student
had not studied, 96.3 per cent of the sample were opposed to his being able
to take an answer from another student, Whereas, if the student had studied,
85,0 per cent were opposed to his taking an answer from another and 6.3 per
cent were 'not sure'. Among the responses to the question where the students

had studied, Table 26 shows very little difference between the sexes, and the
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type of school attended is a distinguishing variable only among the boys agree-

ing with the cheating., Here it is indicated that 15,0 per cent of the paroch-
ial school boys agreed with the act as opposed to 5,0 per cent of the public
school boys, The findings related to the questlion of cheating when the
students had not siudied shows variation only among the parochial school
boys. They are the only group that did not disagree completely with the
cheating, Fifteen per cent (3 boys) of this sample felt that an act of this
nature was all right., Two of these students are from the upper class sample
and the other one is a lower class member,

Table 27 shows the social class distribution of students for the
question involving cheating on an examination when the student had studied,
The findings show that the largest percentage of those disagreeing with the
act is found among the middle class parochial school sample in which the
entire sample was opposed to the cheating, Seven students responded in
agreement with cheatinz on the test and of these seven, five are parochial
school students (two upper class and three lower class), The two public
school students are from the middle class sample, thus showing that from
the social class viewpoint, the agreeing responses are very evenly divided
among upper, middle, and lower class,

From the responses given to the question regarding cheating in a ball
game, we find that the parochial school students, primarily the boys, are
more in agreement with cheatinz in this area, as they also were in an examin-
ation situation, than are the public school students, None of the girls from

either type school agreed with cheating in an athletic event, though there
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was one public school girl who was '"mot sure”, Seventy~five per cent of
those in agreement with cheating in an athletlc contest are lower class
students; the other 25 per cent are found in the upper class sample,

Two questicns were asked of the students which made reference to
stealing: 1) It is all right to use, without permission, small amounts of
money (fifteen or twenty cents) lying around the house which belong to someone
else in your family and were not left for you, 2) If you steal and get
caught, it is more wrong than if you steal and do not get caught, The find-
ings for the first question show 92,5 per cent of the sample in disagreement
with the =tatement, with neither sex nor type of school a distinguishing
variable., The responses also show very little variation according to soclal
class except for the upper class public school sample which was the only
group to show total disagreement with the question. Two students, an upper
class parochlizl school girl and a middle class publie school boy, agreed with
the issue, The youngz girl added the following statement to her questionnaire
after indicating her response, "If you pay the person back the money." The
other 5.0 per cent of the sample were '"not sure",

Table 28 shows that the second question on stealing has definite
varlations according to sex and type of school attended, The findings indi-
cate that the children are agaln opposed to stealing though not to as great
a degree as in the first question, To this question 85,0 per cent of the
sample disagreed with the issue compared to 92,5 per cent disagreement with
the first question, Seven and one~half per cent were in agreemsnt with the
idea that it is worse to get caught stealing than it is if you don't get
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Quest, 46: If you steal and get caught, it is more wrong than if you steal
and do not get csught,
T Y PP S - e S .vmf:‘ B T W T m,r- PUSTRN !_.,, T AR 1
FParw:liial Paisg 28 : ~ o
e EDDG] BUS -) —. foted
TABLE 28 girls | Poya | Giria | deys Total |Parcch. Public
p 4 4 4 % Fer Cent % 4
Agree 5.0 5,0 5.0 15,0 75 5.0 10,0
Disagree 90.0  {95,0 80,0 75.0 85,0 2.5 177.5
Not Sm 5.0 - 1500 10.0 ?¢5 2:5 1205
Total number in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 40 4o

caught, and 7.5 per cent were "ot sure", The findings, according to type

of school attended show 92.5 per cent of the parochial school sample "disagree"

compared to 77.5 per cent of the public school sample.

The sex differences

show a greater variation between girls in different types of schools (90.0 rer

cent parochial -~ 80,0 per cent public) than there is between girls (90,0 per

cent) and boys (95.0) per cent in the same type of school, Among those stu-

dents who agree that stealing is more serious if you get caught than if you

don't, the findings show 50.0 per cent of the group to be public school boys

from the upper and lower socizl classes,

The largest percentage (50,0 per
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OFINION OF STEALING, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quest. 46: If you steal and get caught, it is more wrong than if you
steal and o not zet caught.

r
Upper Claas Middle Class ! Lower Class
TABLE 20 m,m_mmnl_mmmm.wm Teval
2 z 3 % 4 Per Cent
‘*igree - 20,0 707 hatd 503 Tel 7.5
Disagree 100.0 70.0 92.3 | 83,4 | 89,4 773 25,0
ot Sure - 10.0 - 16,6 5.3 11.1 75
Total number in
the sample 9 10 13 12 19 18 80

cent) of 'not sure' respcnses came from the 'publie school girls,

Relating the question to the social class variable, Table 29 indicates
that the percentage of larochial school students who disagree with this con-
cept of stealing lessens as the social class level falls. (100.,0 per cent
upper, 92.3 per cent middle, and 89.4 per cent lower,) The same pattern is
not seen within the public school sample, Here the least amount of disagree-
ment (70,0 per cent) is seen in the upper class group and the greatest percent-
age (83.,4) is found in the middle class sample,

Probably the most important domestic lissue in society today is the
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NEGROES --WHITES LIVE IN SAME NEIGHBORHOODS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOdL ATTENDEL
Quest, 42: I thinkthat lNegroes and Whites in this country should:
a) live together in the same neighborhoods

e e ). 8bara.the ssme_schools X — — —
Faroclhidad Rilic ; J
o ebool pebacl IO X5 S
TABLE 30 _Girls | Boyp | Uirla [ doys Total [Paroch, (FPanilc
) | % y 4 b 3 Par Cent % ﬁmwié )
Yes %0.0 55.0 50.0 50.0 58.7 67.5 B 50,0
No hadd 3500 1000 uOoo 2103 | 17.5 25.0
Not Sure 20,0 10.0 40,0 | 10,0 20.0 15.0 25,0

NEGROES =--WHITHS SHARE ;AME SCHQOLS, BY $EX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.

Yeos 85,0 75.0 90,0 20.0 85,0 20,0 90,0
No - 25.0 - 10,0 8.7 1205 500
Not Sure 15.0 - 10.0 - 6.3 7.5 5.0
Total number
in sample 20 20 20 20 80 40 40

i
i

problem of race relations and the Negro's place in socliety. In this study the
ghilldren weye :skid.te indicate whether they believe that Negroes and whites
should live in the same neighborhoods, share the same schools, be patients in
the same hospitals, and play on the same playgrounds. From an overall point
of view, the findings, as shown in Tables 30 and 31, indicate a much greater
opposition to Negroes and whites living in the same neighborhoods than to any
of the other three areas, This area also drew the largest number of "not
sure" responses - six as opposed to three and four for the other parts of the

question., This question of sharing the same neighborhoods is the only one
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NEGROES == WHITES - PATIENTS IN SAME HOSPITALS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL

where the variation according to type of school attended exceeded tQ:SpQ;;

ATTENDED,.
Quest, 42: I think that Negroes and Whites in this country should:
¢) be patients in the same hospitals v e en g
~4) Play[op, pagg playerounds !
""""""" Scheel 'ufﬁﬁ_m,j Lo
TABLE 31 Giela | Bovs . ilie ;_,;m':s Torgd Perosh, LFaniic
2 e ot - ;
5 € S SR * Sor Cembt; % 9
- RIS W A S
!
Yes 90.0 90.0 : 90,0 85.0 88.7 90.0 87.5
Yo - J10.0 | - 150 | €3 1 5.0 | 7.5
Not Sure 0,0 | ==} 10.0 - 5.0 5.0 | 5.0
b f
NEGROES=-~WHITES -« PLAY ON SAME PLAYGR@UNDS. Bﬁ SEX AND TYPE COF éCHOOL ATTENDED
Yes 95.0 80.0 90.0 80.0 86.3 87.5 85.0
NO - 15.0 i —— 20.0 8.7 7.5 1000
Not S‘ure 5.0 5.0 1000 htad 5.0 5.0 5.0
Total number in ;
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 bo ° bo
%
| |
L : NSO

centape points (67,5 per cent of the parochial school sample approved com-

pared to 50,0 per cent of the public school sample).

The only area in which the parochial school sample responded to a

more prejudiced manner than the public school students was in reference to

Negroes and whites sharing the same schools, Eighty per cent of the parochial
school and 90.0 per cent of the publiec school group favored this,
The area in which the greatest amount of acceptance of the Negro is

shown is in the sharing of the same hospitals by both Negro and white patients
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NEGORES=--~WHITES LIVE IN SAME NEIGHBORHOODS, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL.

Quest, 42: I think that Negroes and Whites in this country should:
a) live together in the same mighborhoods v
..b). share t-hq aame, mhmls e oL
; 3”5{1? E. \‘ La”"& - .« Oﬂ; S ?U"“sﬁ 3 .:;;;7'27.“,‘7,15:-"‘.v.f:.?.'“‘?.’}"ﬂ"\' ’
TABLE 32 ;«fﬁi?ﬁ:g&}q"m lzk.}.% Fagr f, Aﬁ"‘i’l ‘h?“&f“ x." i "h ! ’1‘.11}:
% 5 DA i 3 | G per cem
S N N I, & I PCPR O N S e B s
Yes €2.5 170.,0 | 76.9 50.0 f 6’3. 138.9 58,
?
No 25,0 20,0 7.7 ”160? é 21,1 33.3 21.3
ot Sure 12,5 §10.0 | 15.3 :33.3 | 15,8 |27.8 20,0
NEGROES--WHITES SHARE SAME SCHOOLS, BY SOCIAL CLASS{AND m# OF SCHOOL
ATTENDED. ; d
Yos ?5.0 80.0 92-3 10000 73.7 88.8 8500
No 25,0 10.0 7¢7 | == 10.5 5.6 8.7
Not Sure e 12000 | == i == L2158 | 5.6 6.3
Tota.lr muber in ;
the sample 8 10 |13 12 16 18 80
| |
i

the girls a 10,0 per cent response to '"no%,

£88.7 per cent of the entire sample indicated "yes"),

schools, than between the boys and girls from the publie schools,

no such wholly negative response from the parochial school girls,

Considering the findings in the li ht of sex differences, a greater
variation of response 1ls found between the boys and girls in the parochial

The

approval of Negroes and whites living in the same neighborhood received a
35.0 per cent negative response from the parochial school boys compared with

In the

public school sample, the boys showed a 40.0 per ocent negative response and




NEGROES=-'THITES=~PATIENTS IN SAME HOSPITALS, BY SOCIAL CIASS AND TYPE OF Ok,
SCHOOL.
Quest, 42: I think that Negroes and Whites in this country should:

¢) be patients in the same hospitals

o v A )e plaY. o0 Lhe. mlsygrounda e g s it

D fpeer Class  © ¥y Tiewy Dlover Claw

TABLE 33 .MQ.J@AQ Rres *‘4 ‘w?m,ﬁ:feg&,,&wzaflm Foial
£ i 3 % % 3 3 Fer Cent
e NT LA LR LA Ter et
Yes 87.5 70.0 92.3 1} 100.0 8%.4, 88,8 88.7
Vo o 125 | 20,0 | == | == 531 56/ 6.3
Not Sure | — 1 10,0f 771 - 5.3 5.6] 5.0

)
k

NEGROES--WHITES PLAY| ON SAMH PLAYGRQUNDS, BY SOCIA} CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL

Yos | 75.0 | 80,0 | 92,3 { 100.6| 89,4 77.8 86.3
No 25.0 20.0 -—-— bl 503 11'1 807

Not Sure -~ e 7.7 - 5.31 1l.1 5.0

Total number in i
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

To the proposal of Negroes and whites sharing the same schocls, there
was ne nagative indication from the girls in either the parochial or publie
school, H'w-evor.f the parochial school boys were the most prejudiced group in
this area (25;0 pﬁ' cent "no" compared to a 10,0 per cent negative response
from the publie school boys),

The use 'of the same hospitals by Negro and white patients received
the most favorsble response of any of the areas in the gquestion. As with the
idea of using the same schools, the girls from both types of schools showed

no indication of opposition to this practice, A response of "mo", however,
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was given by 15,0 per cent of the public school boys and 10.0 per cent of the
parochial school boys.

The practlice of Negro and white children playing on the same play-
grounds also shows the boys to be more prejudiced than the girls as there was
again no negative response given by any of the zirls in this avea, The find-
ings for the boys relate a 20,0 per cent ''no" response from the publiec sschool
boys and 15.0C per cent similar response from thes parochlal school boys.

Tables 32 and 33 show the findings related to social class, From the
overall picture, it can be seen that the least amount of prejudice in any of
the four areas is found in the middle class samplea from both parochial and
public schools and the greatest amount of prejudice is found in the upper
class samples from both types of schools, The only responses which do not
follow this pattern are those with regard to the question of Negro and white
children living in the same neighborhood., Here the findings show the least
amount of prejudice among the parochial middle class and the public upper
class samples, The highest percentages of prejudice are found in the
parochial school upper class sample and the publie school lower class sample,
To this question of the two races sharing the same neighborhoods, the find-
ings show almost as many "not aﬁn" responses (20,0 per cent) as there are
"No" responses (21,3 per cent), This is the one area of race relations used
in this study which is not included in the 1964 Civil Rights Act and as such
seems to be the last major area where segregationists can hold to their way
of thinking, The findings related to this issue are the only ones which

received more than a ten per cent "no" and *not sure"” response., As prejudice
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is a learned and not an inherited trait, and since the amount of prejudice,
great or small, follows more along social class levels than type of school
attended, these findings might also be an indlcation of the attitudes which
are prevalent in the homes of these children.

SUMMARY: In Chapter 5, an attempt was made to evaluate the responses of the
children to questions dealing with certain moral issues such as lying, cheat-
ing, stealing and raclal prejudice in i.:#:is-of sex differences, social class
differences, and differences in types of schools attended., The first hypothe-
sis states that students with a completely Catholic educational background
will respond wore closely to committed religilous values in the aresas of ...
ethical values ,..than will students from a public institution, The questions
dealing with the students ideas of "how many people are honest"! and lying
show little vardation in their responses according to the type of school
_attended.

As regards cheating on an examination the findings are in opposition
to what is stated in the first hypothesis., However, there is an interesting
qualification added to the idea of cheating, Whether or not a student had
studied for the test was, for soms, a determining factor in the students®
responses, The findings indicate that the students are more inclined to
approve the cheating if the students had studied and the parochial school
students are more approving of cheating under these conditions than are the
public school students,

Regarding cheating in a ball game, the parochial school students agaim

show greater agreement with the cheating than do the public school students,
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There was little difference in response according to sex, social
class, or type of school attended for the question concerning the act of steals-
ing. However, one statement read: "If you steal and get caught, it is more
wrong than 1f you steal and don't get caught."” The responses to this statement
show a definite variation according to type of school attended with the publie
school sample more approving than are the parochial school students, In this
area the responses would tend to upholc tie first hypothesis,

In the area of race relations, the variation in response according to
type of school attended exceeded ten percentage points only with reference to
Negroes and whites sharing the same neighborhoods. Here the responses tend
to support the first hypothesis as given., However, the responses to Negroes
and whites sharing the same schools would not support this hypothesis as the
parochial school sample was more opposed to this than was the public school
group,

Sex seems to be the most meaningful variable in the question of race
relations, thus supportirg the third hypothesis which reads: '"Differences in
attitudes and practices will vary more according to sex than to type of school
attended.,” The findings show the boys to be more opposed to Negroes and
whites coming together in any of the four areas stated.

The social class varlable also is an important one, though in a
surprising way, as the rusponses show the least amount of raclal prejudice
within the middle class samples and the greatest amount among the upper elasse%

In Chapter 6, the responses of the students to those questions
dealing with authority in the home, school, and the Church will be examined

acoording to the three principal varisbles of type of school attended, sex,




and social alas
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CHAPTER 6

THE FINDINGS REIATED TO AUTHORITY

This chapter will discuss the rcsrenses of the children to those
questions involving various aspects of authority influencing the children's
lives, Question 28 asked, "In regard to children obeyingy thuir parents,how
far should this go?", The findings indicate 62,5 per cent of the entire
sample responding that children should "always obey parents in all things."
Many of the questionnaires in this group contained comments by the children
to the effect that children should obey their parents in all things unless
what 1s asked of them is sinful. One lower class public school boy felt that
children should obey parents in all things about half the time.

Table 34 shows the variation in the responses according to social
class and type of school attended. There i1s more of a tendency on the part
of the parochial upper and middle class student to "always obey parents in
all things" than for thelir counterparts in the public school sample, How-
ever, among the lowsr class children, a higher percentage of students
responding in this manner ias found in the public school sample, The findings
of Table 34 also indicate that the parochial school sample has the largest
percentage of responses to "always obey parents in all things" in the
middle class group (92.4 per cent), Within the public school sample, the
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OBEDIENCE TO PARENTS, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quest, 28: In regard to children obeying their parents, how far should
this go? '
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rate of resvonse increases as the soclial class decreases, with the largest
response from the lower class sample (61.2 per cent).

Interesting variations in response also appear when the variables of
sex and type of scliool attended are considered., Table 35 shows the most
positive response to this question comes from the parochial school girls
(85,0 per cent); the least positive response comes from the public school
girls (45,0 per cent). A comparison of boys and girls in the same types of
schools show the docility of the parochial school girls (85,0 per cent) to be
greater than that of parochial school boys (55.0 per cent). Contrariwise,
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60,0 per cent of the public school boysvindicated that children should

"always obey parents in all things", as opposed to 45,0 per cent of publie

school girls,

Question 29 asked a similar question with regard to children obeying

thelr teacher, and again, the majority, 60 per cent, responded that "the

teacher should always be cbeyed no matter what she tells you to do," and 32,5

per cent held that "the teacher should be obeyed most of the time unless

what she tells you to do seems to be too hard."

Six of the eighty students

in the sample indicated that "the teacher should be obeyed only &f you agree
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OBEDIENCE TO TEACHERS BY SCCIAL CIASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED, :
Quest, 29: In regard to children obeying their teachers, how far should
this go?
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always be obeyed... 75,0 40,0 69,31 83.4 63.2| 38.9 60,0

The teacher should
be obeyed most of

the time... 25,0 | 60,01 7.7} 16.61 =31.6] s50.0 22,5
eeeif you agree uith
sesonly when you canL
not get awsy with
not obeying - - - - - - -
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with what she is adking." Of these six, four were parochial school boys--
three middle class and one lower class, Within the parochial school sample
there appears to be little variation acoprding to the soclal classes for those
students indicating "the teacher should always be obeyed no matter what she
tells you to do." However, as can be seen in Table 36, the variation in the
public school response considered according to social class is large. The
most conforming response can be found in the middle class public school
sample (83.4 per cent), and the least positive response comes from the lower
class public school group (38.9 per cent).
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Quest., 29: In regard to children obeying their teachers, how far should this
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An interesting observation with regard to the question on obedience
to a teacher is that within the parochial school sample, sex seems to be the
determining factor in variations of response, In the public school, however,
as seen in Table 37, this variation according to sex does not occur, as can
be seen by the fact that 55.0 per cent of the public school girls responded
that "the teacher should always be obeyed no matter what she tells you to
do," as did 50.0 per cent of the boys. Over all girls are more docile than
boys. Type of school attended is an important variable among the girls in

the sample as 80,0 per cent of the parochial school girls in the sample
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VIEW OF PARENTAL AUTHORITY, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.
Quest. 35: Do you think that your paretns are:
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responded "The teacher should always be obeyed no matter what she tells you
to do," compared with 55,0 per cent of the public school girls., Differences
in boys' responses according to type of school attended are slight.

Besides being asked whether or not the children thought they should
obey their parents and teachers, they were also asked to give their opinion
regarding their strictness, Questions 35 and 36 were used for this purpose.
An overall view, seen in Table 38 shows that the majority of the children be-
1ieve both their parents (73.7 per cent) and their teachers (75.0 per cent)

to be "strict enough", Of thoge who consider their parents "too strict", six
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VIEW OF PARENTAL AUTHORITY, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quest. 35: Do you think that your parents are:

Upner Class Badgils Ulass :Lﬁwer Glaﬁa__:
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of the nine respondents are public school students., When considering this
same responsﬁ uvit applies to teachers, a roverud_picturo presents itself
with the gro@tor muber of "too strict” responses coming from the parochial
school chilﬁren. The findings indicate, then, that more of the parochial
school sample would find their parents fnot striet enough" and their teachers
"too strict®, while the public school students respond to their parents being
"too striot” and their teachers "not striet enough”,

Wboh the responses of the students towards parental authority are

broken down according to sex and type of school attended, Table 38 shows not
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one of the parochial school boys indicating that their parents are "too strict!
as: compared to 15.0 per ocent of the girls, and none of the parochial school
girls indicating their parents are "not striot enough" as compared to 35.0
per cent of the parochial school boys, This is an interesting finding in view
of the fact that it is commonly believed fhat at thls age level, boys, more
than girls, are trying to break away from the authority of their parents,
Perhaps this also means that the boys are in fact succeeding in breaking away
from this authority. Indeed, this common belief is substantiated by the
public school sample which showed that more of the boys consider their parents
"too striet" while a higher percentage of girls consider their parents ‘not
strict enough',

The attitudes of the students towards the authority of their teachers
using the same varliables of sex and type of school attended, are similar to
the attitudes they hold toward the authority of their parents, The girls,
more often than the boys, are inclined to consider the authority of their
teachers "strict enough'. In the parochial school sample, as seen in Table
38, 40.0 per cqnt of the boys consider their teachers either 'too strict"
(25,0 per cent) or "not strict enough" (15.0 per cent), as compared to only
5.0 per cent response in each area for the girls in this type school. In the
publie school sample a larger percentage of boys (20,0) consider their teachery
"not strict snough', with only 10.0 per cent responding to the idea of the
tzacher being "too striet®,

When considered from the viewpoint of social class, Table 39 shows
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that the upper class studente in both types of schools consider thelr parents
"not strict enough" more often than do either the middle or lower class
students, However, the difference in variation of response among the social
classes, for the most part, is slight, Sex appears to be a more crueial
factor here than social class, With regard to those students who consider
their parents "too strict', social class is somewhat more a factor. In the
parochial school sample the middle class students (15,4 per ceni) are more
inclined to find their parents "too strict" than are either the upper class
(none) or the lower class students (5.3 per cent). Among the public school
children, the feeling that parents are "too strict" decreases as the social
class level decreases,

Table 39 also presents an interesting picture of the children's re-
sponses to the authority of their teachers. Using soclal class as the
varisble, the findings indicate ten students responding "too striet". Seven
of these ten students are of the lower class sample, compared to one student
in the upper class, and two students in the middle class, At the same time,
of the ten students responding '"not striet enough', half of them again come
from the lower class, It appears that parent-child relationships are more
strained at the lower class level.

Besides asking the children direct questions regarding their attitudes
tcwards the authority of their parents and teachers, an attempt was made to
find out their reactions towards the individual persons who represent this
authoity., Question 20 asked the students their opinion of religious life as
a whole., The responses to this question show that public school students,
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boys particularly, hold the religious life «f a priest, brother, or sister
in greater esteem than do the parochial school students, It is also interest-
ing to note that though the boys demonstrated en opinion of religious life
generally more f&grable than did the girls, the small percentage (3.7) of
students conaideriﬁg religious life 'not zs good a way of life to enter upon
as any other" were boys, two of them from parochial schools, The more highly
i‘avorabie- opinion shown by the publiec school children can probably be ex-
plained as the result of less contact with the religious, There is less
chance for public school children to meet religious txachers in their less
favorable role of disciplinarian, The overall response of the children to
this question was very positive with 52.5 per cent of the sample indicating
religious life is "a better way of life to enter upon than any other",

When the responses to this question are considered in terms of the
three social classes, considerable variation is evidenced. For example, the
upper class parochial school child has a much more favorable opinion of
religious life (62.5) per cent than does the middle (38,5 per cent) or lower
class (36,8 per cent) parochial school child. The favorable opinion which is
also held by the public school children is rather evenly distributed among
the three social classes, The three boys indicating that religious 1life was
"not as good a way of 1life to enter upon as any other" were from the lower
class sample,

The students were also asked whether they thought the Sisters like to
teach and if they like the children they teach. The findings show that 72,5
per cent of the sample used in the study believed Sisters liked to teach with
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one upper class parochial school boy indicating '"no". The remaining 26.2 per
cent of the students were '"not sure'. It 1is interesting to note that of those
responding "not sure” to this question, 61.9 per cent were parochial school
children compared to 38,1 per cent public school students, This again might
possibly be accounted for by the fact thet the psarochial school child sees the
unspleasant as well as the pleasant side of the teaching sister,

The responses to the question, "Do Sisters like to teach?" show type
of school attended to be more important than either sex or social class., Sex
differences are slight within the parochial school sauple, but fairly large
among the public school students., Here 75.0 per cent of the girls responded
"yes" to the question and 85,0 per cent of the boys so indicated. Only one
student from the entire sample, a parochial school boy, indicated '"mo" to this
question.

Turning to soclal class and type of school attendod, a greater
variation of response occurs, but here also the type of school attended is
the most influential factor. Table 40 shows the largest group of parochial
students responding "yes" to the idea that "Sisters like to teach" to be
within the middle class sample (76,9 per cent), and the largest number of
"not sure" responses in the lower class sample (42.4 per cent)., Among the
public school students the greatest number of "yes'responses are found in the
upper class (90.0 per cent), and the middle class sample indicates "not sure"
(25.0 per cent) most frequently. There is a greater variation of response
between the parochial and publie school, (90.0 per cent and 62,5 per cent
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SISTERS' ATTITUDE TOWARD TEACHING, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL
ATTENDED,

Quest, 23: Do Sisters like to teach?
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respectively), upper class samples responding "yes" to this question thai
there is among all three of the social classes,

Considering the question, '"Do Sisters like the children they teach?®,
type of school attended is again a more important variasble than is sex., The
findings show 70,0 per cent of the public school sample responded "yes" to
this statement compared to 57.5 per cent of the parochial school sample. To
this question also there was a large response of "ot sure". Only three

students of the entire sample indicated '"no" to this idea and they were all
;arochial school boys,
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SISTERS' ATTITUDE TOWARD CHILDREN, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED,
Quest, 23: Do Sisters 1ike the children they teach? |

Upper Class Middle Clags | Lower Class |
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TABLE 41
% 4 % p 4 4 % Per Cent.
Yos 750 60.0 53.9 660? 5206 77.8 6308
No 25. ] Lgad - ! - 50 3 - 30 7
Sometimes - -~ 15,3 8.3 5.3 - 5.0
Not Sure - u‘OQO 30.8 25.0 36.8 22.2 2705
Total number in -
the sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 80

Unlike the question, "Do Sisters like to teach?", social class is the
most important variable in the responses to the statement,] '"Do Sisters like
the children they teach?®, Within the parochial school sample, as seen in
Table 41, the percentage of those responding "yes" to the idea that "Sisters
like the chlldren they teach! increuses as the social class increases - lower
class, 52.6 per cent; middle class, 53.9 per cent; and upper class, 75.0 per
cent, Lowever, among the public school students, we find just the opposite
pattern as the percentage of '"yes" responses increases as the social class

decreases, Two of the three negative responses were found in the upper class.
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OPINION OF PRIESTS, BY SEX, SOCIAL CLASS, AND TYFE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED,
Quest. L9: With regard to the question helow, mark your answer on the basis of
your experience with all the preists you have known, not just one or two
priests, In general Priests are:

Parochial School Public School Total

TABLE L2
Girls |Boys [Total {Girls | Boys |Total Girls | Boys

g

Try to help people

in trouble 39 | 33 72 L1 L3 8l 80 76
Are interested in
children 2 | A 53 22 23 L5 NN N
Work very hard L7 3k 81 L6 38 8L 93 72
Are easier to talk id
than Sisters 2 10 12 0 2 2 2 12
Are easier to talk t9
than Parents 2 2 L 5 L 9 7 6
Are to0o busy 2 5 7 2 7 9 N 12
Total number in the
sample 20 20 Lo 20 20 Lo L0 Lo
Upper Class Middle Class lower Class

In general Priests:
Paroch, Public | Paroch, | Public Paroch,| Public

Try to help people

in trouble 1.75 2.10 2.23 2.2 1.78 1.89
Are interested in
children 1.88 1.10 1.15 1.17 1,31 1.00
Work very hard 1.7% 2,30 2,08 2,08 2,10 2,00
Are easier to talk td
than Sisters .38 -~ 15 - i Jd1
Are easier to talk to
than Parents .25 .10 .15 A7 Al .33
Are too busy - oho -15 017 026 017

Total number in samplle 8 10 13 12 19 18
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Besides stating whether or not they thought the Sisters liked to teach
and whether they liked the children they taught, the students were also asked
to give their personal opinion of the priests, the sisters, and the lay
teachers with whom they have come in contact. A lay teacher for these child=-
ren was anyone who was not a priest, brother, or slster and this was explalned
to them at the time the questionnaire was completed. In tabulating these
responses, percentages were not used as they were in the other questions, but
the choices were weighted according to the following scale: 1st choice - 3,
2rnd choice - 2, and 3rd choice - 1. The scores given in the tables represent
the totals of all choioces made by the students, and the highest totzls
represent the most valued ideas held by the students., Because the total
rumber of students making up each social class level varies, the total score
indicated by each social class group was divided by the number of students
in that group to find the average rate of response for that social class
level and these averages were then compared in the final analysis of the
responses by soclial class,

In the questionnaire, there wore many different responses or opinions
for the priests, sisters, and lay teachers, which the students could chose
from, However, the tables presented in the discussion of the findings use
only those responses to which the students made the most reference.

The overall opinion of the priests, as expressed by the students, is
favorable with no negative opinion receiving a total score higher than seven,
The boys and girls from both types of schools scored very much alike, rating
the following three ideas to be their overall opinion of priests - 1) work
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very hard, 2) try to help people in troubls and, 3) are interested in child-
ren, Table 42 shows that this order was followsd by all groups except the
public school boys, whose responses scaled as follows: 1)try to help people
in troubls, 2) work very hard, and 3) are interested in children.

The most striking difference in scores, from the viewpoint of type of
school attended, can be seen in the response to the idea that priests "try to
help people in trouble", The public school student is somewhat more prone to
this opinion than is the parochial school student (publie school score - 84,
parochial school score = 72), The parochial school student tends to find the
priests "easier to talk to than Sisters' more often than the public school
student, There was only one public school student who indicated this response
and that as a escond cholcs, This difference is probably accounted for by
the fact that both the priests and the sisters of most parishes are more or
less strangers to the public school student who seldom gets to know the
priests and sisters on an informal basis,

There is also little variation in response when sex is considered as
the variable. Table 42 shows the girls (total score -93) to hold the idea
of priests as hard workers somewhat more often than do the boys (total score -
72)s On the other hand, the boys (total score - 54) consider the priests as
more "interested in children" than do the girls (total score ~i44), The one
negatiVe response given any significance by the students was that priests are
"too busy”" and this was stated more often by the boys than by the girls., This
variation of response, according to sex differences, might be accounted for
by the fact that boys gensrally are more familiar with the work of the priests
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than are the glrls,

Social class appears to be related to this question of the students'
opinion of the priests, though not according to any specific pattern except
for the responses in one area., As can be seen in Table 42, the response
"work very hard"” is the opinion most often referred to by the entire sample.
Among the public school children, the response to this oplnion increases in
value as the social class level increases, whereas, the value of this response
for the parochial school child increases as the soclial class level decreases,

The students'! opinions of the sisters have somewhat more variation
than thelr opinions of the priests, and the children are more ineclined to
have a negative viewpoint where the slisters are concerned. However, here
also, the largest scores are related to the favorable responses, In Table
43, the following ideas are found to be those most valued by the students:
1)interested in the good of others, 2) hard workers, 3) kind, and 4) ine
terested in my problems, Negative responses most often referred to by the
students are: 1) old fashioned, 2) favor some children in class, and 3) are
always trying to get people in the seminary or convent., It should be noted
that these negative response scores are considerably lower than the positive
respoﬁsea.

Tablq b3 shows the sex variable to be a more influential factor in
this issue than is the type of school attended with the girls more favorable,
Considering the three negative responses indicated, the findings show the
parochial school students referring to these opinions more often than do the

public school students, The idea that sisters "favor some children in




OPINION OF SISTER, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED. 6.
Quest., 48: With regard to the question below, mark your answers on the basis
of your experience with all the sisters you have known, not just one or two
sisters. v

In general Sisters:

Parochial School Public School Total

TABLE L3
Girls | Boys | Total| Girls | Boys |Total | Girls Boys

Are interested in

the good of others 4o 37 86 52 48 100 101 85
Are hard workers 13 1L 27 12 21 33 25 35
Are interested in

ny problems 15 10 25 13 12 25 28 22
Are kind 12 9 21 20 15 35 32 2h

Are fair in their
punishments 5 11 16 6 9 15 11 20

Are easier to talk
to than parents 6 3 9 9 2 11 15 5

Favor some children
in class 5 9 14 0 0 0 5 9

Are always trying

to get people in the
seminary or convent 7 3 10 0 1 1 7 L
Are 0ld fashioned 3 10 13 2 6 8 5 16

Total number in
the sample 20 20 Lo 20 20 Lo Lo 4o

class" drew no response whatever from the public school students, but a score
of 14 from the parochial school sample,

The social class variable, seen in Table 44, presents soms interesting
variations when considering ocertain specific opinions expressed by the
students, For example, the middle class sample considers the sisters to be
"interested in the good of others' and "interested in my problems" more often
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OPINION OF SISTERS, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED. :
Quest., 48: With regard to the question below, mark your answers on the basis
of your experience with all the sisters you have knowm, not just one or two
sisters, '
In general Sisters:

Upper Class Middle Class Lower Class

TABLE Ll
Paroch, | Public | Paroch,| Public | Paroch.| Public

Are Interested in the

good of others 2,00 2,40 2,62 2,92 2,00 2,27
Are hard workers 1.25 .80 092 1,00 « 26 .72
Are interested in my

problems 63 .70 «77 «75 o 7h «50
Are Kind <38 »50 J46 42 .63 1.39

Are fair in their
punishmnts . 50 . 60 .% . Ll'2 . 32 «22

Are easier to talk to
than parents 25 «20 «07 .08 32 « 50

Favor some children in
class « 50 0 15 0 A2 0

Are always trying to get
people in the seminary
" or convent 0 «10 15 0 A2 0

-+

Are old fashioned 0 ° tm . 38 . 17 ° '42 . 11

Total nurber in the
sample 8 10 13 12 19 18

than do either the upper or lower class groups, The value of kindness is
responded to by the lower class studerts more often than by the upper or
middle class students, Soclal class differences are slight where reference is
made to the negative responses,

The students' opinions of the lay teacher follow the same predomin-
antly positive attitude as that indicated for the priests and sisters, There




1128,
OPINION OF IAY TEACHERS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED, -
Quest, 50: With regard to the question below, mark your answer on the basis
of your experience with all the lay teachers or public school teachers you
have had, not just one or two,
In general lay teachers or public school teachers are:

Parochial School Public School Total
TABLE L5
Girls | Boys [Total |Girls | Boys [Total| Girls Boys

~Are Tt Intererted

in my interests 5 2 7 é 10 16 11 12

Are hard workers |11 |13 |24 7 |1 | & 18 29

Favor some childyen

in class 13 22 35 23 12 35 36 g

Are faly in their

punishments 13 6 19 21 16 37 3 22

Are interested in )

the good of others |33 16 e 28 2 55 61 43

Are kind 5 9 14 8 (] 14 13 15

Are not strict

enough in school 15 15 30 3 6 9 18 21

Are interested in

my problems 14 15 29 21 17 38 35 32

Are easier to talk

to than sisters é 8 14 0 5 5 6 13

Are crabby 2 10 12 (o) 3 3 2 13

Total number in
the sample 20 20 4o 20 20 Lo Lo Lo

are two opinions which appear in this area, however, which were not referred
to on the part of the priests or sisters. They are that the lay teachers are
"not interested in my interests" and are 'mot strict enough in school®, The
type of school variable is most significant with regard to these two responses,
The public school students (total score - 16) hold the opinion that the lay
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teachers '"are not interested in my interests" twice as often as the parochial
school sample (total scwre - 7). The idea that the lay teacher is 'mot strict
enough in school" received the third highest score within the parochial school
sample, as seen in Table 45, while no one within this group signified that
the lay teachers were "too striot'., The public school sample, on the other
hand, indicated only a minor response to either of these two opinions,
Another interesting comparison presents itself from the viewpoint of
type of school attended, regarding the opinion that the lay teachers ''favor
some children in class" and are '"fair in their punishments', The children
of both types of schools agree that the lay teachers "favor some children in
class", Both samples indicated a total score of 35, This is an interesting
comparison considering the greater frequency with which the public school
students meet lay teachers and yet the children of both types of schools
hold this same opinion of the lay teachers. As can be seen in Table 45,
however, there is a distinct difference in the responses made by the students
from the two types of schools to the idea that the lay teachers are ''fair in
their punishment”, The public school students state this opinion of their
lay teachers more often than do the parochial school students (parochial
school score - 19, public school score - 37)., This would perhaps be a fur-
ther example of the idea that the parochial school students have the tendency
to be more critical of school authority than do the public school students,
wWhat negative attitudes do appear in the students' evaluation of the priests,
sisters, and lay teachers tend to be held more often by the parochial school

students, as can be seen in Tables 4z, +3, and 45,
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Table 45 also shows some interesting variations according to the sex
differences of the group. As a whole, the responses of the boys and girls
show a close similarity, with the exception of the four specific ldeas that
lay thachers are: L)hard workers, 2) fair in their punishmant, 3)interested
in the good of others, and 4)%crabby", The variation in response is quite
marked in these four areas, The girls believe their lay teachers to be more
"fair in their punishments", and more "interested in the good of others",
while the boys hold the opinion that the lay teachers are "hard workers" and
Yierabby",

Social class differences do not appear to produce very great differen-
ces on this question of the opinion of lay teachers as does either sex
differences or the type of school attended.

Besides giving their opinions of their teachers, both lay and
religious, the students were also asked whether or not they thought it was
necessary to show respect to a priest, sister, or lay teacher if they did not
1like him or her. As far as the priests are concerned, every student, except
one public school boy, stated 'yes" to this questio:. Consequently, regarde
ing the question of respect for priests, neither sex differences, social
class ifferences or type of school attended plays an important role in the
children's responses,

Where the sisters are concerned, there is a bit more uncertainty ex-
pressed here than there was expressed for the priests. Again the same public
school boy indicated '"mo" to the idea of giving respect to a Sister if he
didn't like her and three students were “not sure', Two of the students, a
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RESPECT FOR IAY TEACHERS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.
Quest, 39: Is it necessary to show respect to a lay Teacher or Public School
Teacher if I do not like him or her personally?

a. P . -
R el :. e e
L2 NN B 2 S | .. Forsl
TABLE 46 ..&'.151-2.... | Bays . ;,.e,;g{, oga i Totah_ffercch. Pl
i 5 N : o
a £ ' .,},,.,.,fm..@ % Per Ceat| %
) 3
i
Yes 90,0 | 70.0 feo.o % 80.0 | 80.0 | 80,0 | 80.0
) ! ;
No - 25,0 ¢ 5,0 | 10,0 | 10.0 | 12,5 | 7.5
! ;
Not Sure 10,0 | 50 } 150 ! 10.0 [ 10,0 7.5 | 12.5
i
Total number in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 ho 40

boy and a girl, were p@’lic school students, The other U5.0 per cent of the
sample indicated "yes" to this statement.

Table 46 shows that when asked, "Is it necessary to show respect for
a lay teacher if I do not like him?", the students were not as positive in
their response as they were regarding the priests and the sisters, This state-
ment drew an 80,0 per cent 'yes" response from the entire sample, with 10.0
per eo;ut of the students indicating "no" and the other 10.0 per cent "not
sure'',

Breaking down these responses according to the different variables,




122,
RESPECT FOR IAY TEACHERS, BY SOCIAL CIASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.
Quest 39: Is it necessary to show respect to a lay Teacher or Public School
Teacher if I do not like him or her personally?

R Y 2 L AR BT T DR B T T R NELE T ST

ixm»‘f JLbass  coparas wlAns e Ulaie
i : . :
TABLE 47 me&a._.mwgi w@ Ansadel Aurenil] Pebiil | Toral
* 2 ¢+ 68 . £ 1 & | & Yer Lent
P — ’ : ‘J“S‘M . UV %LA <ol .wa» Yo yremrarop gt =
YGS 7500 90.0 ; 8“"06 i ?5-0 i 7900 77.8 80.0
’ !
No 25,0 - i 7.7 16,7} 10.5 5.5 10.0
Not Sure - {1000 7.7 § 8.3] 10.5 | 16,71 10,0
! j
1
Total number in {
the sample 8 10 ¢ 13 ; 12 19 18 80
H
the Tindings Indlcate more varlation by sex differences than type of school

attended, Of the eight students responding "no" to this statement, seven of
them were boys, five from the parochial school. The girls, seem to be more
uncertuin in this area than are the boys because of the eight students responds
ing "not sure", five of them are girls,

~ The social class differenees. seen in Table 47, are interesting,
part.ic:ula.rly among the public school "yes' responses to this question, There
is a higher percentage of "yes" responses among the upper class publie school
students (90.0) than there is among either the middle class (75,0 per cent)




or the lower class (77.8 per cent) sample from the public school. The varia:
tionin "yes" responses from the parochial sample is not great,

However, the "no" responses within the parochial school sample are
greatest in the upper class group (25,0 per cent) and least in the middle clasq
(7.7 per cent),

From these responses of the children to the question of respect for
authority in the person of the priest, sister, or lay teacher, we find the
students more inclined to give respect to the priests and sisters regardless
of their personal feeling towards them, whereas the respect given to the
lay teacher depends more on whether or not the student likes the lay
teacher. Perhaps this respect which the students hold for the priests and
sisters is more out of respect for what they represent as religious rather
than for what they signify as representatives of authority.

The last few questions to be analyzed in this section on authority
have to do with the place the Catholie Church and its teachings hold in the
vorld today as far as these students are concerned, The overall findings,
seen in Table 48, show that 72,5 per cent of the sample feel that the
world "eould not get along without the Catholic Church', and 8,7 per cent
feel that the world "eould get along without the Catholic Church without any
difficulty at all", Of those who feel that "the world could not get along
without the Catholie Church", a greater variation of response 1. found
according to sex differences than is found according to type of school at-
tended, Within the public school sample, 80,0 per cent of the girls have
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NECESSITY OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD, BY 3EX AND TYPE OF SCHCOL ATTENDED,
Quest., 51: I think that the world:

s % o e e ma s e e e A wa .. . Do sem e e wme et @we s e wenAY A8 4w et wapts . m % ewmren s e 3

{ Forin baka Doy
oo ey e 2‘2’;3", I
TABLE 48 Sarke | Doy, ,;:*.‘:;”;5‘;"?.,,5, T C RN ¢ 1 VA - Lyt rufi_,
Could not get along ;
without the Catholic ' :
Could get along withr i %
out the Catholie : :
Church but only : :
with some difficulty] 25,0 - . 20,0 * 30,0 18,8 12,5 ¢ 25,0
;. '
Could get along with-
out the Catholic !
Church without any : '
difficulty at all 5.0 | 20,0 ! - 10,0 | 8.7 12,5 5.0
Total number in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 | W0 Lo
i
i
! | |

this opinion as contrasted to 60,0 per cent of the boys, (n the other hand,
80,0 per cent of the parochial school boys gave this response compared to
70.0 per cent of the parochial school girls,

It is interesting to note also that the largest percentage of students
believ'ng that "the world could get along without the Catholic Church without
any difficulty at all" is found among the parochial school boys (20,0 per cent)
while there was no indicatlion of this kind given at all by the public school

girls,
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The social class variable also presented some interesting variations
in response to this question. The largest percentage of students believing
"that the world could not get along without the Catholle Church" were paroch-

1al school upper class students (87.5). Of those who felt that. "the world
could get along without the Cathollie Church without any difficulty at all,
the parochial school middle c¢lass sample represented the largest percentage
(23.1)s One begins to wonder how influeniial the parochial school teaching is
when five out of the seven students who respond in this manner are parochial
school students,

Question 52 asked the students how mich they thought the Catholic
Church did to make the world a better place in which to live. The findings
indicate that 80,0 per cent of the entire sample believe the Catholic Church
does 'very much...", with only one parochial school boy believing that the
Church does "nothing to make the world a better place in which to live',
Differences are found in the responses by sex and type of school attended,
The findings indicate that 95,0 per cent of the public schocl girls and 70,0
per cent of the boys think "that the Catholic Churcl does very rmch to make
the world a better place in which to live',

Tuble 45 shows the variations in response according to social class
for this same question, The findings show that within the parochial scheol
sample there is an increase in the percentage of those believing that the
"Catﬁolic Church does very much to make the world a better place in which to
live', as the social class increases, while among the public school students

there is total agreement in the middle class group, The only student indi-
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OPINION OF WORK OF CHURCH IN THE WORLD, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF '
SCHOOL ATTENDED.
Quest. 52: I think that the Catholic Church does:

.«L’j’t‘:‘“a Dok Ghssn | awer s
‘ : -. ;
TABLE 49 Raresad Publio Cwiin. BepidepBaxech  Pebluey  Yonal
£ £ 0 i % % £ Fer Cens.
Very much to make :
the world a better : ;
place in which to : .
live 87.5 | 90,0 [ 77.0 { 100,0}! 73.7 | 66.7| 80.0
Somathing to make ‘
the world a better ]
place in which to y
live —en 10.0 “£3,0 - 2603 33.3 1807
Nothing to make the z
world a better place
in which to live 12'5 —— - — — - 1.3
Total sample 8 10 13 12 19 18 8"

|

cating that the "Catholic Church does ;;thing to make the world a better place
in which to live" is an upper class parochial school student,.

Table 50 shows the responses of the students to Question 55 which «
dealt with how much influence the students felt the Catholiec Church had on
peoplg's lives, It is interesting to note here, that as was seen in Table 48,
8.7 per cent of the sample felt that "the world could get along without the
Catholle Church without any difficulty at all®, Yet, to question 55, there
was no response whatever given to the idea that ''the Catholie Church has no
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INFLUENCE OF CATHOLIC CHURCH, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED,
Quest, 55: Do you think the Catholic Church has:

AT e b e g
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Just enough influenceg H
on people's lives, 45,0 €0.0 75.0 1 70.0 62,5 52.5 72.5
Not enough influence é
on people's lives Ls5,0 25,0 10,0 5{ 25.0 26,3 35.0 17.5
No influence on
Total nurber in
the sample 20 20 20 20 80 1o 40
|
| i )
|infTusnce on peopie's lives", However, 26.3 per cent of the sample did feel

that the Church had "not encugh influence on people's lives” with the majority
of this group being parochial school students, As Table 50 indicates, the
greatest percentage of the entire sample feels that "the Catholic Church has
Just ?nough influence on people's lives", with 11,2 per cent believing that
it hu "too mueh influence...",

Variations of response according to type of school attended can be

keen with reference to two of the choices given in this question. The largest
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INFLUENCE OF CATHOLIC CHURCH, BY SOCIAL CLASS AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED.

Quest, 55: Do you think the Catholic Church has:
ki i
o R, BRI e nag g h Fermin B 33
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percentage of those students indicafing that "the Church has just enough
influencesess" are from the nublic school (72,5), while the parochial school
sample indicates the largest response (35.0) for those stating that "the
Catholic Church has not enough influence on people's lives." Variations
according to sex differences for the overall sample are small; however, there
is sqme difference of opinion between boys and girls within the same type of
school,

Taking these same responses according to the social class differences,
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the findings indicate that eight of the nine students feeling that the Church
has "too much influence on people's lives" are from the lower class, Table
51 shows that the greatest difference in response occurs within the middle
class itself between the two types of schools, The findings for this social
class indicate 91,7 per cent of the public school students feel that the
Catholic Church has "just enough influence on people's 1lives" contrasted to

a 38.4 per cent similar response from the middle class parochial school group.
On the other hand, the response that the Catholic Church has "not enough in-
fluence on people's lives" received a 53.9 per cent rating from the parochial
school middle class students and 8,3 per cent from the public school middle
class group., Table 51 indicates, within the middle class itself, the greatest
difference in response falls along the lines of type of school attended.
Yevertheless, there are rather large variations along social class levels,
though not in a consistent direction. For example, within the parochial
|school sample there is a 15,0 per cent or more difference among all of the
three social classes for both responses, that the Church has "just enough
influence on people's lives" and that it has "not enough influence...". The
fresponse varliation among the social classes in the public school sample is
hot so great,

Besides seeking the students' opinions of the importance of the
Catholic Church in the world, the questionnaire also presented two questions
concerﬁing the importance of the teachings of the Church and whether or not
the student had a right not to believe these teachings. The findings, as

peen in Table 52 indicate 83,7 per cent of the sample feel that they are'very
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TMPORTANCE OF CHURCH'S TEACEINGS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
Quest, 54: How important do you think it is to follow the Catholic Church®s
teachings and rules?
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Trportant” and 15.0 per cent responded To "pretty important™,
An impressive variation ix found with reference to type of school
attended, The parochial school students indicate a 90,0 per cent response to
the ldea that it is "very important” to follow the Church's teachings compared
to a 77.5 per cent similar response for the public school students.,
‘ " The variation in response according to sex differences for this
questi'on are small, as type of school seems to be the important factor found
here, By social class, all responses for the parochial middle class students,

87.5 per cent of the upper class group and 84,2 per cent of the lower class
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RIGET NOT TO BELIEVE CHURCH'S TEACHINGS, BY SEX AND TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED,
Quest 53: Do you feel that you have the right not to believe some things
which your church teaches as truth?
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students stated that the Church's u;cﬁg ;rdvrulos are very important,
Finally, the students were asked, '"Do you feel that you have the

right not to believe some things which your Church teaches as truth?", This
is the only question in the study where the responses given were in opposition
to nhat. would be the expected response., Table 53 shows that 42,5 per cent

of the sample indicated "yes" to this question, 37.5 per cent "no", and 20,0
per o;nt were "not sure”, The 'yes' responses show very little difference by
sex or type of school. However, type of school is very much assoc’ated with
the "no" responses, Here 50,0 per cent of the parochial school students hold
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RIGHT HOT TO BELIEVE CHURCH'S TEACHINGS, BY SOCIAL CIASS AND TYPE OF SCEOCL

ATTEVNDED,
Quests 53:

which your church ,teaches.. as_truth?
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“this opinion compared to 25,0 per cont of the public school students.

Uncertainty seen in this question is reflected in type of school attended, as

10.0 per cent of the parochial school sample indicates '"not sure" compared

to a 30,0 per cent response of the public school students.

the girls to be more uncertain in this area than the boys,

Table 53 shows

. As Table 54 shows, within the parochial school sample the largest per-

centage of "yes" response (50.0) was from the upper class group and the

smallest percentage (23.0) was from the middle class sample,

-Within the public school sample there is an increase in the percentage
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of "yes" responses as the social class level decreases, with the lower class
indicating a 61.2 per cent "yes" response. The reverse of this is shown in
the public school "not sure' responses where the percentage of uncertainty
decreases as the social class level decreases, with 60.0 per cent of the
upper class public school students indicating 'not sure" and 1l.1 per cent of
the lower class students giving the same response. The largest percentage of
"no' responses in the parochiaal school sample came from the middle class
(69.3) and the lowest percentage from the upper class sample (37.5).

CUI'MARY: In this Chapter, the responses of the students to questlions dealing
with various elements of authority were examined in an attempt to note the
variations according to the variables of sex, social class, and type of
school attended. These questions referred to such things as the student's
opinions of the strictness of parental and school authority, how frequent
should be the obedlence given to parents and teachers, the students' personal
impressions of priests, sisters, and lay teachers, and the importance and
necessity of the Catholic Church in the world today and its effect upon indi-
vidual lives,

The first hypothesis stated that, 'Students with a completely Catholie
educational background will respond more closely to committed religious
values in the areas of religious doctrine, ethical values, the importance of
the Church, and authority than will students from a public institution.®
The findings to those questions dealing with the students' willingness to
obey the authority of parents and teachers tend to support this hypothesis,

However, for those questions pertaining to the students' personal opinion of
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the individuals who hoid this authority, namely priests, sisters, and 1ay
teachers, the findings do not support the hypothesis, as we find the more
favorable attitudes expressed by the public school student., This is probably
accounted for, however, as has been stated previously in the chapter, by the
fact of the less frequent contact had by the public school student with these
representatives of authority. The response of the students, taken as a
whole, is predominantly favorable for the priests, sisters, and lay teachers,
The variation of response, according to type of school attended, sex, and
social class, appears when the findings for specific opinions of the students
are examineds And it is in these areas that the findings tend to dispwove
the first hypothesis and support hypotheses three and four which were stated
as follows:

3) Differences in attiiudes and practices will vary more according
to sex than to type of school attended.,

4) Differences among students'! responses will vary more according
to soclo~economic background than to type of education of
the student.

In the area of authority, hypothésis three is supported by the find-
ings for the questions dealing with the students' willingness to obey their
parents and teachers, the strictness of parents and teachers, and by certain
specific opinions of priests, sisters, and lay teachers, The findings for
the question, "Do Sisters like to teach?", do not support hypotheses thres
and four, as type of school attended is a more sigrnificant variable than
eithe; sex or social class, However, the findings for the question, 'Do

Sisters like the children they teach?," support hypothesis four, but are in

opposition to the third hypothesis.
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Social class appears as an important variable when certain specific
responses are examined, but it does not appear to be as important a factor in
the area of authority, at this age level of student, as does sex and type of
school attended,

Ir the area of the Catholic Church's importance to the world and to
individual lives, the findings tend to support hypotheses one, three, and
four, with social class being a more significant varisble here than it was
for those questions centering on the authority of parents and teachers.,

Chapter Seven will discuss the conclusions which appear as a result

of an examination of the findings of Chapters Three, Four, Five, and Zix,




CHAPTER 7

SUMIARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Catholic Church today is undergoing a period of self-examination
and constructive critlcism leading to what is hoped will be a Churchk more re-
sponsive to the needs of today. One of the principal areas af this eriticism,
as was brought out in the earlier chapters of this study, is the school
system maintained by the Catholic Church. The Catholie parochial school
system is unable to handle the entire Catholic population of children and the
question is therefore raised as to whether or not the individuals passing
through this educational system are sufficiently different, from the viewpoint
of attitude training and behavior, from their counterparts in the public
educational system to warrant the maintenance of thls very extensive and
costly educational system.

This thesis attempted to study, by means of a written questionnaire,
some of the attitudes of Catholic students in the areas of religious doctrine,
ethical values, the importance of the Church, authority, and certain religious
practices.

The subjects used in this research were youngsters, 13 and 14 years
old.;who were about to complete the first phase of the educational process,
the elementary school. A total of eighty students were used; forty had

attended the Catholie school for all eight grades and forty were public school
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students who had attended the public school for eight years, but were also
attending the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine classes in their parishes
once a wWeskK,

Approximately seven hundred questionnaires were distributed to the
eighth grade classes of eight Catholic schools irn a mid-western metropolitan
community and the corresponding eighth grade Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine classes of these same schools, The students from the two types of
schools were then matched according to the following characteristies: twenty
white boys and twenty white girls in each group; students' parents are both
Catholic, living together, and were both born in the United States, The
educational ba kground of the father was also matched to that of the child,
For example, the father of a parochial school student had to have received
his elementary school education in the parochial school and the father of the
public school child attendm? public school only. Also, the social class
backgrounds of the two groups were matched as closely as possible according
to the method described in Chapter Two.

A detalled explanation of the questionnaire and the sources used
in the compilation of the questionnaire can be found in Chapter Two. Nine of
the questions involved information relating to the children's attitudes to-
ward some of the major doctrinal beliefs held by the Catholic Church, eleven
centered on the area of authority and five were reiated to the importance of
the Church in the world, Information regarding the religious practices of

the: children’snd their parents was obtained from six of the questions, while
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the children's attitudes towards certain moral issues were expressed in seven
of the questions. The remaining questions were used to :btain information
about ths students' personal background, social class, etec.

The primary hypothesis proposed in the study was that: 1) Students
w#ith a completely Cathollie educational backsround will respond more closely to
official religious values in the areas of religious doctrine, ethiecal values,
the importance of the Church and authority than will students from nubliec
schools, However, because the researcher also expected to find material in
opposition to the above hypothesis based on other variables, the following
hypotheses were also formed:

2) Differences in responses concerning religious practices will
vary more according to the religlious practices of the parents than to type
of school attended.

3) Differsnces ir attitudes and practices will vary more according
to sex than to type of school attended.

4) Differences among students' responses will vary more according
to socio~-economic background than to the type of education of the student,

RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE. Chapter Three examirned the first hypothesis

from the viewpoint of thcse questions relating to religious doctrine, For
the most part, the hypothesis did not hoid true ir the area of religious
doctrine as the responses betweer. the public and parochial school students
to these questions were very similar and in agreement with the teachings as
presented by the Church. The most striking item fourd in this area of

religious doctrine was the amount of uncertainty present in almost every
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question and expressed by students from both public and parochial schools,
Type of School attended showed considersble varistion of response supporting
the hypo*thesis in two of the questions referring to religious doctrine, More
sarochial school studen's (87.5 per cent) agree that "miracles are performed
by the power of God even today" than do public school students (75,0 per cent)
on the matter of indifferentism, the statement "One religioun is as good as
another", was opposed by more Catholic school students (80,0 per cent) than
by the public school children (70.0 per cent)., Though the findings for the
above two statements lend support to Hypothesis One, the analysis shows an
even greater difference when social class is used as the dominant variable,
thereby lending support to Hypothesls Four,.

For the question of belief in miracles performed by the power of
God even today, the investigation showed the degree of belief increasing as
the soclal class decreases for the parochial school group, while the middle
class expressed the greatest belief for the public school sample., Soclal
class was the dominant variable in the question of indifferentism also, as
the uppoer class public school sample responded 100,0 per cent in opposition
to the statement that "one religion is a good as another'., The middle class
gave the largest negative response (84.6 per cent) among the parochial school
students,

In the investigation of the childrenfs attitudes toward their home
life,. the analysis showed little difference between the public and parochial
school child or between boys and girls, The analysis of this same question by

social class shows an increase in the positive attitude toward one's home as
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the social class level decreases among parochial school students, while within
the public school sample the greatest contentment with oro'z home is found in
the upper class sample,

The sex difference of the students ‘howed & high relationship to their
attitude toward school and toward that factor which they considered most
important for a child to learn tc prepare him for life., lMore girls found
school favorable than did the boys, and although both boys and girls considereJ
obedience the most important factor to learn in life, the girls indicated this
choic+ more often than did the boys (girls' total score, 102; boys' total
score, 91).

For those questions relating to religious doctrine, the findings, as
seen in Chapter Three, either support Hypoihesis One and Four or the varlation
in response between the two types of schools and the social classes is very
small. There is no rejeciion of these hypotheses in this area, By this is
meant that there was a close parallel between the responses stated by type of
school attended and those given according to the social class levels.

Hypothesis Three, using sex and type of school attended as the vari-
ables is rejected in the following instances:

The variable, type of school aitended, is more influential in the
students®’ response to belief in the performance of miracles today and to the
idea that one religlion is as good as another than is the variable of sex,

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES. The analysis of the findings pertaining to the

religious przctices of the students and their parents, as present:id in Chapter

Four, relates itself primarily to Hypothesis Two, but includes the other three
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hypothesis as well., Hypothesis Two sought to find out if the religious prac-
tices of the students would be more like those of their parents than they
would be like those of the children in the two types of schools, The analysis
shows the hypothesis to be supported in the following activities:

The Mass attendance of the children corresponds more closely to the
Mass attendance of their parents than to that of the other children. Once a
week Mass attendance of the parochial school child is ldentical to that of
his mother (92,5 per cent), while the percentage of public school children
attending Mass once a week corresponds to that of the father (87.5 per cent).

As with Mass attendance, the frequency with which the students receive
Holy Communion is related to the pattern followed by the parents in the recep-
tion of this sacrament, with the parochial school child, father, and mother
receiving Holy Communion more often that do the public school students and
their parents,

The analysis of the findings for the questions related to the fre-
quency with which prayers are said by the child before meals elther on his own
or by the family as a unit show a definite relationship between the children
and the family to this practice, with type of school attended presenting
little difference in the responses,

Hypothesis Two was not supported in the following instances because
the frequency of these religious practices corresponded more to the type of
school attendsd than to the practices of the parents,

The frequency with which the parochial school student received the

sacrament of Penance was similar to that of the public school child and great-
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er than that of his mother or father. Saying the rosary and attending evening
services, such as the Stations, also are more closely allied to the type of
school attended by the child,

The other religious practices referred to in Chapter Four were asked
only from the viewpoint of the child and therefore, do not relate to Hypothesis]
Twoe

The analysis of the weekly Mass attendanoe responses for the child,
the father, and the mother, shows type of school attended to be important for
“he mothers' Mass attendance where the findings indicate a ten per cent differ-
ence between parochial and public school mothers. There is no difference in
the fathers' responses by this variable and only a slight difference in the
child's Mass attendance by type of school attended.

In this area of Mass attendance, the most influential variables seem
to be :ex ard social class, For the child, weekly Mass attendance is definite-
ly related to the student's sex as 97.5 per cent of the entire sample of girls
attend Mass onoce a week, compared to 82,0 per cent of the male students, Sex
difference shows little relationship to the weekly Mass attendance of the
parents of these students,

Hypothesis Four is supported by these questions relating to Mass
attendance for the child, the mother, and the father., The investigation show-
ed a 100,0 per cent weekly Mass attendance for both parents of the uppoer
class. students in public and parochial schools, In the parochial school
sample, the weekly Mass attendance for bot;h parents increases as the social
class level increases, whereas for the child in the parochial school, the
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opposite was true. In the public school group, both parents also had similar
Mass attendance patterns by social class, with the upper class attending Mass
most frequently, followed by the lower class, and then the middle class,
Among the public school students, Mass attendance was most frequent with the
middle class students, and the lower class sample had the lowest (though
still high) percentage (83,2) for weekly Mass attendance.

For those questions relating to the reception of the sacraments of
Holy Comminion and Penance, the children in both types of school are consist-
antly more frequent in their reception of these two sacraments than are their
parents, These two religious practices also show a high degree of relationship
to the type of school attended by the students, In both areas, Holy Commnio
and Penance, the nirochial school child and his mother and father receive
these two sacraments 15 to 30 per cent more frequently than do the public
school child and his parents.

Not only did the imvestigation show type of school to be an important
variable, but also sex, though the variation of response by sex differences
is not as great as by type of school attended, The analysls showed the girls
and the mothers and fathers of the girls receiving the sacraments of Holy
Commnion and Penance more frequently that did the boys and their parents,
However, because the type of school atterded appeared to be more influential
in the rasponses of the children tha. was sex in these areas, Hypothesis
Three’ was not supported regarding these two religious practices,

The investigation disclosed a similar relationship between social

class and the reception of these two sacraments as was seen with the sex
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variable, Social class does present some varlations in the frequency with
which the sacraments of Holy Communion and Penance are received, but as with
the sex variable, the social class variable is not as important as 1s type of
school attended,

For the other religious practices discussed in Chapter Four, type
of school attended was the more relevant variable, thereby supporting Hypothe-
sls One in the followlng instances:

The parochial school children were consistently more frequent in
saying the rosary either on their own or as a family unit than were the public
school children, Type of school attended was not the most significant vari-
able in this practice, however, as the investigation showed this practice to
differ more by sex than by type of school attended,

Prayers before meals are more frequently said by the parochial school
child ihan by the public school student, Here also, type of school attended
is not the most important variable, as the practice of sgying prayers before
meals was found to be more closely related to social elass than to either sex
or type of school attended.

Regarding the practice of saying one's evening prayers, the imvesti-
gation shows a cross parallel situation with both sex and type of school attends
ed presenting the same varliations, The frequency with which this religious
practice is carried out by the girls is identical to the response given by
the pai'ochial school sample (77.5 per cent daily or several times a week),
whereas the sample of boys (indicating this same frequency of practice--daily

or several times a week) have the same percentage (52,5) as the public school
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sample.

As has already been brought out in Chapter Four, the practice of say-
ing evening prayers is carried out by these students twlce as often as is
the practice of saying morning prayers. However, for those saying morning
prayers dally or several times a week, type of school attended seems to be
the dominant variable with more parochial school students performing this act
than public school children, 47,5 per cent and 17.5 per cent, respectively.

The religious practice of making frequent visits to church also
appears to support Hypothesis One as more Catholic school children (32,5 per
cent) indicate that they perform this practice "daily" or “several times a
week! than do public school children (15,0 per cent),

As there wss no indication of more public school students performing
any of the religious practices referred to in this study than parochial school
studen:s, Hypothesis One was supported in all of the areas investigated,
though in some cases the variables of sex and soclal class were found to be
more important than type of school attended,

Hypothesis Three, which stated that the responses of the students
would differ more by sex than by type of school attended, was supported by
the following religlous practices:

More of the girls (52,5 per cant) of the entire sample indicated
they said the rosary "once a week' o oftemer than did the boys (17.5 per
cent):'.

Hypothesis Three was not supported in the case of students making a
visi% to church and in the practice of saying morning prayers, because in both
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instances the responses of the students differed more by type of school
attended than by sex difference.

Hypothesis Four, stating that the responses of the students would
differ more by soclal class than by type of school attended, was supported in
the following instances:

Within the parochial school sample, all of the upper class children
claimed to sagy prayers before mesls "dally" or 'several times a week"
compared to 84,6 per cent of the middle class sample and 89.5 per cent of the
lower class students, Among the public school children, the largest pereentageJ
(91.7) giving this response were middle class students, followed by the lower
class sample (72.7 per cent) and the upper class group (60,0 per cent).

The percentage of parochlal school students who claimed to sav their
morning prayers "daily" or "several times a week" increased as the social classg
level increased (lower class, 36,9 per cent; middle clase, 46,2 per cent; and
upper class, 75,0 per cent), while in the prvhlic school sample the largest
number responding in this manner were upper class students (40,0 per cent) and
the smallest percentage (8,3) were middle class children,

The differences in the response were greater by type of school attend-
ed than by social class, thereby falling to support Hypothesis Four in the
case of students saying the rosary "weekly" or oftener, and making a visit to
church "daily" or "several times a week",

: MORAL ISSUES, Chapter Five discussed the findings of the study per-

taining to such moral issues as lying, cheating, stealing, racial prejudice
and diserimination. The findings for the question asking how many people the
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students thought were honest gave support to Hypotheses Three and Four, indi-
cating that sex and social class are more important here than type of school
attended, More girls (65,0 per cent) indicated that "almost all of them" or
"most of them" were honest compared to 47.5 per cent of the boys so responding,
In the parochial school sample there was an increase in the muber of students
making the above responses as the social class level increased (lower, 47.4
per cent; middle, 53.8 per cent; upper, 75.0 per cent). Among the public
school students, more middle class students (75,0 per cent) believed "almost
all,.." or "most of them" were honest than the upper (50,0 per cent) and

lower (20,0 per cent) classes combined,

In the area of lying, the investigation showed a cross parallel in
the responses of those opposed to the lying between the variables of sex and
type of school attended., The percentage of girls (92,5) opposing the practice
of lying is identical to the percentage of parochial school students making
this same response, And at the same time, the percentage of boys (85.0) dis-
agreeing with the statement given is identical to the percentage of publiec
school students so indiecating.

Besldes this cross parallel, the findings for this question of lying
gave support to Hypothesis Three in which soclal class is a more important
variable than type of school attended, Within the public school sample, the
percentage of students opposed to lying increases as the social class level
inmhses ending with the entire upper class sample opposing the lying as
given in the statement of the questionnaire, Among the parochial school stu-
dents, 100,0 per cent of the middle class sample oppose the lying, compared to
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89.4 per cent of the lower class and 87.5 per cent of the upper class,

In the area of cheating on a test, except for three parochial school
boys, the entire sample was opposed to the cheating if the student had not
studieds On the other hand, if the student had studied, the responses were
quite different, The findings in this case, and in the case of cheating in a
ball game, te:d to oppose Hypothesis One as more public school students are
opposed to the cheating than are the parochial school students, There is also
a cross parallel of variables here, as the percentage of girls (87.5) opposed
to the cheating corresponds to that of the public school students, while the
mumber of boys (82,5 per cent) indicating disagreement with the cheating is
identical to that of the parochial school sample,

Hypothesis Three is supported by the findings for the question of
cheating in a ball game, where the investigation showed more of the girls
(97.5 Oer cent) opposed to cheating in an athletic contest than boys (87.5
per ocent),

The findings also tended to support Hypothesis Four in both cheating
on a test having studied and sheating in a ball game, For the publie school
students, both questions related to cheating, show an inecrease in opposition
to the cheating as the social class levels decrease, While among the parochial
school students, both questions received responses in opposition to the cheat-
ing from 100,0 per cent of the middle class students, followed by the upper
class and then the lower class sample,

Two questions were asked relating to the problem of stealing, One
referred to the use of money fourd around the homs which did not belong to
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the student, There was no difference in the responses of the students to
this question by either type of school attended or by sex, Social class
differences here were also minimal except for the upper c¢lass public school
students who all inmdicated opposition to the stealing,

The question which stated that "if you steal and get caught, it is
more wrong thun if you steal and don't get caught" supported Hypothesis One
but not Hypothesis Three, MNore parochial school students (92,5 per cent)
disagreed with this statement than public school students (77,5 per cent)
and there was no difference whatever in the responses by the sex variable,

The soclal class variable in the parochlial school sample shows an
increase in the percentage of students disagreeing with the statemsnt as the
soclal class level increases, with the entire sample of upper class students
indicating disagreement., Among the public school students the largest
percentage of disagreement (83.4) is found in the middle class group.

The four areas related to race relations in this investigation were
concerned with whether or not the students believed that Negroes and whites
should live in the same nesight.rbhoods, share the same schools, be patients in
the sams hospitals, and play on *he same playgrounds., The analysis showed
Hypothesis One to be supported in only one instance: more parochial school
students (67.5 per cent) indicated that Negroes and whites should live in
the same neighborhoods than did publie school students (50,0 per cent). Cn
the view that Negroes and whites should share the same schools, Hypothesis
One was not supported as more publiec school children (50,0 per cent) expressed

agreement with this practice than did the parochial school students (80.t. per
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cent). The difference in response by type of school attended with regard to
the practice of Negroes and whites being patients in the same hospitals, and
using the same playgrounds, was minimal,

Sex differences were important in the matter of the two groups living
in the same neighborhoods but not as important as the differences between the
4%o types of schools expressed above. Hypothesis Three was supported, however,
on the opinion of Negroes and whites sharing the same playgrounds, More girls
(92,5 per cent) than boys (80.0 per cent) favored this practice. This same
hypothesis was not supported by the issue of the two groups sharing the same
schools, as the findings indicated type of school to be a more important
variable than sex.

The differences in the response of the students to the practice of
Negroes and whites being patients in the same hospitals was very small by
type of school attended, sex, and social class except in the public school
sample, Here, the investigation showed the entire middle class sample to be
in agreement with this practice of integration compared to 88.8 per cent of
the lower class students and 70,0 per cent of the upper class group.

More of the middle class students in both the public and parochial
school groups expressed agreement with the idea that Negroes and whites share
the same plsygrounds, be patients in the same hospitals, and attend the same
schools than did the upper or lower class students in sach of these instances,
In the case of Negroes and whites living in the same neighborhoods, the larg-
est percentage of parochial school students agreeing are again middle class

students, but among the public school students, the percentage of agreement
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increases as the social class level increases,

In general, then, the findings in thls area of raclial prejudice and
discrimination tend to show the variables of sex and social class to be more
influential in the students' responses to this issue than is the type of
school they attend.

AUTHORITY. Hypotheses, One, Three, and Four were investigated in
Chapter Six in terms of those issues dealing with the various aspects of au-
thority which the students encounter, Regarding the frequency with which
students should obey parents, type of school attended proved a more important
variable than either sex or soclal class, though there were differences in
the responses according to these two items, More parochial school children
(70,0 per cent) indicated that children should "always obey parents in all
things" 4isan did public school students (52.5 per cent) and more girls than
boys chose this same response,

When this same question was applied to teachers, the variables, type
of school attended and sex brought the same varliations in response, The per-
centage of girls indicating "the teacher should always be obeyed no matter
what she tells you to do", was the same as the percentage of parochial school
students (67.7; responding in this manner. And the percentage of boys giving
this response corresponded to that given by the public school students (52.5
per cent),

| From the viewpoint of soclal class, the most conforming response to
the authority of parents in the parochial school sample came from the middle
class sample (92,4 per cent), while among the public school students, more
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lower class students (61,2 per cent) indicated passive obedience to parents,

Regarding obedience given to teachers, more middle class public
school students (83.4 per cent) indicated "the teacher should always be obeyed
no matter what she tells you to do'’, than the upper and lower class students
corbined, while among parochial school students, conformity to teachers in-
creases as the soclal class increases,

The two questions referring to whether or not students considered
their parents and teachers "too strict" or "not striet enoughY showed more
parochial school students (17.5 per cent) consider their parents "not strict
enough” and thelr teachers "too strict', while more public school students
consider their parents "too strict!, and their teachers '"not strict enough".
The variable of sex shows more girls indicating their parents are '"too strict",
vhile more boys think their parents are 'not strict enough", Where teachers
are concerned, the investigation showed more boys than girle consider their
teachers both '"too strict" and "not striet enough',

Soclal class does not appear to be as cruclal a factor in this issue
as is sex or type of school attended, The upper class in both public and
parochial schools consider their parents "not strict enough" more often than
do either the middle or lower class students, In the parochial school sample,
the middle class are more inelined to find their parents "too strdct" than
are the upper or lower class students, while in the public school sample,
the feeling that parents are "too strict" decreases as the social class level
decreases,

The responses of the students to the authority of their teachers by
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social class show more lower class students indicating their teachers are
both "too strict" and 'not strict enough” than the upper or middle class
children,

The question referring to *the students' opinion of religious life, as
a whole, does not support Hypothesis One, as the public school students, boys
particularly, hold the religious life of a priest, brother, or sister, in
greater esteem than do the parochial school students,

Hypothesis Four, involving the variables of soclal class and type of
school attended, is supported by this question as the investigation showed
the upper class parochial school child holding a more favorable opinion of
religious 1ife than does the middle or lower class parochial school child,
Among the public uchool students this favorable opinion is rather evenly dis-
tributed among the three soclal classes,

The responses to the question, "Do Sisters like to teach?", do not
support Hypotheses Three and Four as type of school attended is more important
than either sex or social class, However, Hypothesis One is also not support-
ed by the findings to this question as more public school children (80.0 per
cent) responded "yes' to this question than did parochial school students
(65,0 per cent), A similar variation of response occurs fo:' the question,

"Do Sisters like the children they teach?", as type of school attended is
again the most important factor, but in reverse of what was expected, Seventy
per cent of the public school sample responded "yes™ to this statement com-
pared to 57.5 per cent of the parochial school students.

When asked to give their general oplinion of priests, sisters, and lay
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teachers, the responses of the students from beth the publie and parochial
schools were favorable for all three groups. Though the responses of the stu-
dents are definitely of a positive nature, there is a more favorable response
given to priests than to sisters, and the sisters were thought of more highly
than were the lay teachers,

There was little difference in the overall opinion of the priests, as
expressed by the students, using either sex, type of school attended, or
soclal class as the variable, However, the students' opinions of the sisters
have somewhat more variation than do their opinions of the priests,

 Type of school attended is an important variable in this area as the
more favorable opinlions of the sisters are expressed by the public school stu-
dent, while the few negativs responses referred to were chose:. by more of the
parochial school children, particularly the boys. Sex appears to be the most
important variable here; however, as the variations according to sex differ-
ences are greater than by type of school attended, with the girls holding the
more favorable opinions,

Social class differences do not appear to produce very great differ-
ences on this question of the opinion of the sisters or the lay teachers as
does either sex difference or type of school.

The students' opinions of the lay teachers followed the same predomi-
nantly favorable attitudes as were indicated for the priests and sisters.
However, there was more of a tendency to indicate negative responses for lay
teachers and it is in these negative responses that the importance of certain

variables appear.
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The public school child holds that the lay teachers are "interested in
my problems" more often than does the parochial school child. The idea that
the lay teacher is "not strict enough" in school received the third highest
score in the parochial school sample, while the public school sample indicated
only a minor response to this opinion. The children from both types of schools)
apree to the same extent on the idea that the lay teachers "favor some child-
ren in class" and yet more public school children hold the opinion that the
lay teachers are "falr in their punishment" than do the parochial school
children,

Sex differences are not as important with regard to the opinion of lay
teachers as is type of school attended, Marked variations according to sex
differences occurred only for the four ideas that lay teachers are 1) hard
workers - boys, 2) fair in their punishment - girls, 3) interested in the
good of others - girls, and 4) "Merabby" - boys.

Regarding the question of whether or not the students thought it was
necessary to show respect to a jziest, if they did not like him, neither sex
differences, social class differences, or type of school attended was an im-
portant variable, as the entire sample, except one public school boy, indi-
cated "yes", Respect for sisters drew an expression of more uncertainty than
was expressed for the priests, though, here too, 95,0 per cent of the sample
responded "yes" to the statement, When the same question was directed in
terms of lay teachers, the findings indicate more variation by sex differences
than by type of school attended, with the boys responding "no" more frequently

than the girls and the girls expressing more uncertainty than the boys,
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The soclal class varisble is important here in the public school
sample only as the upper class public school students responded "yes" more
frequently than did the middle or lower class public school group.

As was mentioned in Chapter Six, the responses to this question of
showlng respect to priests, sisters, and lay teachers, whether a student likes
them or not, indicate more willingness on the part of the students used in
this study to give respect to priests and sisters regardless of their personal
feeling for them, but respect given to a lay teacher is more dependent on
whether or not the student likes the lay teacher personally.

In the area of the importance of the Catholice Church and its teachings
to the world and to individual lives, we find the variables of sex, type of
school attended, and social class all showing important variations,

Hypothesis One, which states that students with a completely Catholiec
educational background will respond more closely to committed religious
values of the Church and authority than will students from a public institu-
tion, is supported in the following areas:

The parochial school students are more inclin: to think that it is
"very limportant" j.o follow the Catholic Church's teachings and rules than are
the publie school children,

On the question, 'Do you feel that you have the right not to believe
some thlings your Church teaches as truth?", twice the number of parochial
school students as public school children indicated a negative response,

The responses to the gquestion concerning the influence of the Catholic
Church on people's lives tend not to support Hypothesis One as a larger per-
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centage of public school students responded that the Church had "just enough
influence,..", while the response that the Church had "not enough influence
on people's lives" drew the largest percentage from the parochial school
children,

In this area of the importance of the Catholic Church a‘d its teach-
ings, very little support was given to Hypothesis Three, which stated that
differences in attitudes and practices will vary more according to sex than
to type of school attended, as the sex variation in response was important in
only one question., More girls (87.5 per cent) than boys (72.5 per cent)
think that the Catholic Church does 'very much to make the world a better
place in which to live."

The analysis of the responses show support also being given to
Hypothesis Four, which indicates soclal class as the most important varlable.
This support derives from all the questions asked in this area, except that
question dealing with how important the students think it is to follow the
Catholic Church's teachings and rules, Here type of school attended is the
more important variable,

On the question which asked the students to indicate whether or not
they thought the world could get along without the Catholie Church, the few
negative answers show somewhat greater differences by social class than ty
type of school attended,

The question asking the chlldren's opinions of the work of the Church
in the world brought forth responses in support of Hypothesis Four, too, as
the findings show within the parochial school sample an increase in the per-
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centage of those believing that the "Catholie Church does very much to make
the world a better place in which to live", as the soclal class level in-
creases, and among the public school students, there is total agreement in
the middle class group,

Social class also appears to be an important varishle ir the question
of the Catholic Church's influence on people's lives, though not in a consist-
ent direction for either the public or parochial school sample,

As this summary is brought to its conclusion, there are a few
limitations to this study which should be brought to mind, Possibly one of
the greatest limitations would be the age level of the students used and
the small size of the samples, Chlildren at this level are very often unaware
of their family background, the exact nature of their father or mother's
occupation, or the activities in which thelr parents engage, The last two
items are of particular importance to this study, as soclal class was an
important variable used by the researcher, and the religious practices of the
parents was an important area covered in the study.

The use of Hollingshead's Two Factor Index I:. the deciding of the
soclel class level for the children is another limitation closely linked to
the limitation of the children's age. These students are often umsure as to
the exact type of work carried on by their father, and the level of education
attained by their father probably also had some guess work attached to it
by the students, thus resulting in some inacourate distinctions of socio-
economic levels., Also the smallness of the rumbers used in each group and
the fact that the size of each group varied could possibly have resulted in
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a distortion of the actual findings by the social elass variable,

A certain amount of bias was undoubtedly present from the beginning
due to the fact that the questionnaire was given to the children by a religlous
in all cases, C.C.D., classes included. It would be interesting to note if
any changes in response would occur if the questionnaire were «iministered
in a completely secular setting, Other questions which also arise at this
point are: How different would the responses be from the public school child-
ren who do not attend religlous instructions at all? What sort of comparisons
could be made between the children of the C,C.D. classes in Catholic parishes
and the children from the religlious instruction classes of non-Catholic
Churches? How would the attitudes of the Catholic children, from either
parochial or public schools, compare with the attitudes of those children who
have had no formal religlous instruction whatever, except what is received
in the home?

Another area of study arises from the fact that in this study only
those responses of students llving in & stable home situation were used in
the analysis, (A "stable home" is one where mother, father, and children
are living together. There is not a separation by death, divorce, or legal
separation of mother or father.,) What type of response would be given to
the questions of this study by those children whose homes are broken by death,
divorce, or separation? How would the responses of these children compare
accorﬁing to the type of school attended variable used in this study?

The reeant study by Andrew Greeley and Peter Rossiéshas presentdd
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many noteworthy conclusions regarding the importance and influence of Catholic
education, But what is considered by this researcher to be the most important
factor arrived at in the Gresley-Rossi study and the study edited by Reginald
A, Neuwsin, Catholic Schools in Action, was summed up in these words: "The

most important message they (the two studies mentioned ahbove) contain for
Catholic parents is that it is up to them, The Cathollc child 1s shaped in
the home, and the most the Catholie school can do is strengthen what takes

place in the famlly., The Catholic school reinforces but does not produce
strong religious commitment," 69

68Rev. Andre:’ Greeley and Peter Rossi, The Education of Catholic Americans

(Chicagos Aldine Publishing Company, 1968).

69Edmd Wakin, "Two Report Cards on Catholic Schools", The Sign, XIVI, No. 3
(Ocmber' 1966), 63-




TO THE BOYS AND GIRLS PARTICIPATING IN THIS STUDY:

In the following pages there are many questions about different factors
on which we would like to know your opinion, This is not a test, There are
no right or wrong answers, Do not put your name on the paper as your answers
are to be kept strictly confidential. vwo are purposely omitting your name on
the questionnaire so that you will fe«l partiocularly free to express your
opinions and ideas, This questionnaire is not to be used by your parents or
your teachers. These responses are beling studied by a student at a University
in another city who is interested in what young boys and girls your age think
about many different problems, Flease read each question carefully and
remember, we want your own ldeas and not those ideas which you think your
parents or teachers would want you to give., If you come upon any question
which you don't understand, raise your hand and the person administering the
questiomnalre will try to explain it to you. Most of the questions simply
require you to check the answer which you think best completes the statement,
However, should you wish to write in comments on any one of the questions we
would be glad to have you do so,

THAN" YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION AND INTEREST IN THIS STUDIV

161,
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APPENDIX A
Questionnaire
Boy Girl Age Race Religion

Source: Original Question

Flease show the grades in which you attended a publie school and the grades
in which you attended a Catholie school by circling the numbers,

PUBLIC SCHOOL Gra.es 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8
CATHOLIC SCHOOL Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8

Source: Original Question

What)is the original Nationality of your Fathert?t (Irish, Italian, Mexiecan,
ete,

Source: Origiral Question

Was your Father born in the Unlted States? Yes No
Was your Mother born in the United States? Yes No

Source: Original Question

How many of your four grardparents were born in the United States?
One Three Hlone of them,
Two Four

Source: Original Question

With whom do you live? Mother and Father
1. Motler only
Father only
Fogter paren.
Guardian
Other (Please explain )

Source: Original Question
1f you do not live with Mother and Father, could you explain why?

Source: Original Question
How many children are in your family? (Counting yourself)
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Source: Original Question

What is the Rsligion of your Father?
What is the Religion of your Mother?

Source: Original Question

Circle the nmurber of each group which shows approximately how many years
of schooling each of your parents completed, (This is sometimes a
difficult question to answer: even if you cannot glve an exact answer,
try to give us an approximate answer,)

FOR YOUR FATHER: GRAMMAR SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL  COLLEGE-HOW LONG
PUBLIC SCHOOL 1, 2, 3, By 5, Gy 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

CATHOLIC SCHOOL 1, 24 3. 4, 5. 6. 7. 8. 9, 10, 11, 12

FOR YOUR MOTHER: GRAMMAR SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE~HOW LONG
PUBLIC SCHOOL 1, 2, 3, &, 58, 6, 7. 8, 9,
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8. 9, 10. 11. 1z

Source: Original Question

Would you say l1life in your home is: Happier than others
Just as happy
Not as happy

Source: Original Question
About how many lay teachers have you had in school?

About how many sisters (muns) have you had in school?
How many priests do you know personally”

Source: Original Question

In the questions below, we are interested in the kind of work and the place]
where the parents of teenagers work, If your father is retired or not

living, tell what his occupation was, or, if you are being brought up by
soms relative or guardian, what is the guardian or relative's occupation?
Or, if your mother supports your family for some reason, what is her job?

W0 supports your family? (father, mother, guardian, etec.)
Does this person own his own business? ___ Yes No
Is he or she employed by someone else or some company? ___Yes No

What ldnd of company or business is it? (auto plant, supermarkei, office)
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Describe his or her particular job, Flease try to explain clearly Jjust
what job is done,

Source: Original Question

The following questions or statements concern things on which we would
like to know your opinion, There are no right or wrong answers so be
sure to answor just as you bslieve,

The most important thing man has to do on earth is to save his soul.
Agree Disagree Kot Sure

Source: Original Question
God 1s always with us. Agree Disagree ot Sure
Source: lMartin Miller (Broen's Religious Attituds Inventory)

Do you bellieve that God listens to and hears people's prayers?
Yes No Not Sure

Source: Sister Mary leander Dell, O.P.
Original Question: Do you believe God listens to people's prayers?-
Yes No

Miracles are performed by the power of God even today,
Agree Disagree Not Sure

Source: lMartin Miller (Broen's Religiocus Attitude Inventory)

Do you believe in life afte:.death, that is, heaven or hell?
Yes No

Source: Sister Mary leander Dell, O,P.

Do you belleve that in the next life some people will be punished and
others rewarded by God? Yes Ho

Source: Sister Mary Leander Dell, O.F.

Do you believe that, when they are able, people ought to worship God
in their churches EVERY week? Yes No

Source: Sister Mary leander Dell, O.P.
Originsl Question: Do you believe that, when they are able, God expects
people to wor-hip Him in their churches EVERY week: Yes No
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19, One religion is as good as another, Agree Disagree
Source: Original Question

20, Religlous life as a Sister, Brother, or Priest is:
A better way of 1life to enter upon than every other.
Just as good a way of 1life to enter upon as every other,
T Mot as good a way of 1life to enter upon as every other,
Not a good way of life to enter upon at all,

Source: Original Question

21, How many people do you think are honest?
Almost all of them
Most of them
Some of them
A few of them
None of thenm

Source: Martin Miller (Ball's Attitude Schedule)
Originsl Question: Do you think many peopls are honest?
Same cholces as above

22, What do you bellieve about Jesus Christ?
____Jusus was God's only Son sent into the world by God to save mankind,
He waes simply a very good man and teacher,
___Have some other belie?, (Please tell what it is)

Source: Sister Mary leander Dell, C.P.

Original Question: What do you believe about Jesus?
____Jesus was God's only Son sent into the world by God to save sinful maxg.
He was simply a very good man and teacher,
hava some other belief,

23. Do Sisters like the children they teach? __ Yes No Not sure
Do Sisters like to teach? ___Yes No Not sure

8 Source: Original Question

2k, About now often, if ever, does your Mother attend religious services or
Mass in her church or synagogue?
Once a week or more
Two or three times a month
Once a month
A few times & ymar
Never

About how often, if ever, does your Father attend religious services or
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Mass in his church or synagogue?
Same cholces as above,

Source, Sister Mary leander Dell, O.P,

25« looking back to the summer months, sbout how often, if ever, did you
attend Mass in your church?
Same choices us in questiosn 24,

Source: Sister Mary leander Dell, O.P.
Original Question: Iooking back at the months of June, July, and
August, about how often, if ever, 1id you attend religlous services
or lMass in your church or synagogue?

Same choloes as in question M,

26, Check the one occupation which you think best represents your father's,

___Accountant ___Engineer /give Idnd

Arohiteot Faotory Worker Owner of own ‘businesﬂ

Armed Service (but not officer) ‘Plumber

___ Banker _ Fireman Pollceman
—_Carpenter __Insurance salesman
___Clerk in store . Lawyer Scientist
—Contractor . Hallman Teacher
___Dentist ___Mechanic Truck Driver
—Doctor . Nurse

Elsctrician Officer in Armed Service

| !

Other (please explain)

Source: Original Questlon

27, If you had to choose, which th'ng on tiis list would you pick as the
most important for a child to learn to prepare him for life? Mar"?t
"lst", Please mark your second and third choices with a "2" and "3",

To cobey

To be well 1*ked or popular

To think for himself

To work hard

To help others when they need help.

Source: Sister Mary Leander Dell, O.D.

28, In regard to children obeying their parents, how far should this go?
© ____Always obey parents in all things.
nsua.lly obey parenis in all things.
T about half the time obey parents in all things.
seldom obey parents in all things.
almost never obey parents in all things,
# you have any comments on this?
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Source: Dr, Frank Ciszon

Original Question: I think that:

&, Children should always obey their parents without trying to

get out of it,

b, Children should obey their parents most of the time without trying

to get out of it,

Ce Children should obey sbout half the time without trying to get out

of it,

d, Children should try to get out of cbeying their parents most of

the time,

6o Children should always try to get out of obeying their parents,

In regard to children obeying thelr teachers, how far should this go?
The teacher should alwgys be obeyed no matter what she tells you to
do
The teacher should be cbeyed most of the time unless what she tells
you to do seems to be too hard,

The teacher should be obeyed only if you agree with what she is

asking.

The teachsr should be obeyed only when you cannot get away with

not obeying,

You do not have to obey anything the teacher asks, if you do not

na——

want to obey.

Souroces: Dr, Frank Cizon
Original Question: I think that:
Same cholces as above,

|

We are interested in the religious practices of young people today.
Could you indicate with a check how often you do the followlng:
Receive Holy Commnion - (Daily, Weekly, Twice a Month, Monthly,
Once in awvhile, Never) Go to Confession (same)

Source: Original Question

Indicate with a check how often your father does the following:
Receive Holy Communion -~ (Daily, Weekly, Twice a Month, Monthly, Onoce
¢+ to Confession in awhile, Never)

Indicate with a check how often your mother does the following:
Receive Holy Commmunion - (Daily, Weekly, Twice a Month, Monthly, Once
Go to Confession in avhile, Never)

; Source: Original Questlon,
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32 Indicate with a check how often the following are done in your home
by the whole family as a unit,
Say prayers before meals
Attend evening services - (Daily, Several Times a Week, Weekly,
such as The Stations Once in Awhile, Never)
Say the Rivsary

Source: Criginal Question

33« Indicate with a check how often you do the following:
Ssy the Rosary
vay your morning prayers
Say prayers before meals
Say your evening prayers -(Daily, Several Times a Week, Weekly,
Make a visit to Church Once in Awhile, Never)
Attend evening devotions
such as the Stations

Source: Original Question

34, Many students say that they hate schcol, but many others like it very
mach,
On the whole, what would you say your attitude would be?
' Like school all the time
Iike school most of the time
Neither like nor dislike school
Dislike school most ¢f the time
Dislike school all of the time

l

|

Source: Sister Mary Leander Dell, O.F.

35¢ Do you think that your nirents are:
too striet with you
strict enough with you
not strict enough with you
Could you explain why you say that?

Source: Original Question

36, Do you think that your teachers in school are:
Same cholces as in question 35

.Source: Original Question

37. Is it necessary to show respect to a Sister if I do not like her?
Yes No Not Sure
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Is it necessary to show respect to a Priest if I do not 1like him?
Yes Mo Not Sure

i3 it necessary to show respect to a lay Teacher or Public School
Teacher if I do not like him or her personally?
Yes No Not Sure

Source: Questions 37, 38, 39 are all Original Questions

About how many lay teachers have you had in school?
About how many sisters (muns) have you had in school?
about how many priests do you know personally?

Source: Original Question

Peter had been out with some fellows that his parents had warned him
not to hang around with. It was all right for him to tell his parents
that he had not seen these fellows, because he knew that he would be
punished severely,

Agree Disagree Not sure

Source: Dr, Frank Clizon

Original Question: UWhen Peter had been out with some fellows that his
parents had warned him not to hang around with, he told them that he
had not seen these fellows because he knew that he would get punished
severely.

Apree Disagree Not sure
I think that Negroes and Whites in this country should: o
a) live together in the same neighborhoods __ Yes __ No Not Sure
b) share the same schools __Yes __ Mo Not sure
c) be patients in the cume hospitals __Yes __ No Not sure
d) play on the same playgrounds __Yes __ No Not sure

Source: Dr. Frank Cizon
Original Question: I think that Negroes and whites in this country
should live in separate parts of the city and have their own special
schools, hospitals, playgrounds, etc,, apart from each other,

Agree Disagree Not Sure

If you have studied for an examination and an answer has slipped your
mind, getting that answer during the test from another person is not

- 80 bac,

Agree Disagree Not sure

Source: Dr. Frank Cizon
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44, ihen playing a sport, it is all right to break a few rules to help
your team win, as long as the referee does not see you.
Agree Disagree Lot Sure

Source: I'r. Frank Clzon

45, It is all right to use, without permission, small amounts of money
(fifteen or twenty cents) lying around the house which belong to some-
one else in your family and not left for you.

Agree Disagree Not sure

Source: Dr. Frank Cizon

k6, If you steal and get caught, it is more wrong than if you steal and
do not get caught,
Agree Disagree Not sure

Source: Dr. Frank Cizon

L7, If you have not studied for an examination and an answer has slipped
your mind, getting that answer during the test from another person is
not so bad, Agree Disagree . Not sure,

Source: Dr, Frank Cizon
Original Question: Same as question 43 except for "not”,

48, With regard to the question below, mark your answers on the basis of
your experience with all the sisters you have known, not just one or.
two sisters,'

Check three, marking your choices lst, 2nd, and 3rd.
In general Sisters ars:
interested in the good of others ___not interested in what interestp

—_lazy me.
_fair in their punishments ___easler to talk to than priests
___crabby ___always trying to get children
__0ld fashioned in their ideas into trouble.
___always trying to get people to ___knd

enter the convent or seminary ___hard workers
___interested in my problems __too strict

___favor some children in class
.Soureces Original Question

49, With regard to the question below, mark your answer on the basis of




50

51.

52.

171.

your experience with all the priests you have known, not just one or
two priests,

Check three, marldng your choices 1lst, «nd, and 3rd.

In general Priests are:

__rich __interested in children
___work very hard _Jlazy
not interested in children too strict

___try to help people in trouble  __ too busy
__easler to talk to than Sisters poor
___easier to talk to than my parents

Source: Original Question

With regard to the question below, mark your answer on the basis of
your experience with all the lay teachers or publie school teachers
you have had, not Just one or two. Check three, marking your cholces
lst, 2nd and 3rd.

In general lay teachers or public school teachers are:

___interested in the good of others __  easier to talk to than pissnts
lazy not interested in what interest
___fair in their punishment T me
____crabby ___aluays trying to get children
___not strict enough in wchool into trouble
___easler to talk to than Sisters _kind
__interested in my problems ____hard workers
too striet ___favor some children in class

Source: Original Question

I think that the world: (Check one)
___Could not get along without the Ca*holie Church
Could get along without the Catholic Church but only with some
T difficulty
__Could get along without the Cathollic Church without any difficulty
at all,

Source: Dr, Frank Cizon
I think that the Catholie Church does: (check ome)

___very much to make the world a better place in which to live,
something to make the world a better place in which to live,

___nothing to make the world a better place in which to live,

Source: Dr, Frank Cizon
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Do you feel that you have the right not to believe some things which
your church teaches as truth? Yes No Not sure,.

Source: Sister lfary Leander Dell, OU.F.
Original uestion: Do you feel that you have the right to disbelieve
or doubt some of the things which your church teaches as truth?

Yes o Not sure.

How important do you think it is to follow the Catholic Churches
teachings and rules?
very important not very important
pretty important not important at all

Soupes s Original Question

Do you think the Catholiec Church
has too much influence on people's lives.

has just enough influence on people's lives,

has not enough influence on people's lives,
has no influence on people's lives,

Source: Original Question
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