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FOREWORD

This pilot research study concerns 2 relatively new social phenomenone
trans~racial adoptions, and a subject concerming which there are no reliable
tested guideline for adoptive parents to followe The intent is to bring
together some pleces of information and ideas that pertain to these form of
adoptiong and the special plight of these children, Although this work may
be of some use to professionals in child welfare, it does not intend to be an
analysis of opinions or practices of agencies. The goal of the study has been
to secure and to presemt facts, in a falr and balanced fashlem, upon which
to base change and improvement wherever possible.

Some agencles which are pieneering in these forms of adoptions in
the larger cities throughout the country are increasingly focusing their
attention on the Negro child adopted by a white parent. This has resulted in
a subgstantial increase in such applicants.

The participation of the Adoption Information Service of Chicago has
been particularly effective developing more effective service for Negro
children., It is our hope to gtrengthen the effectiveness of the program.

In time this study may serve in a snall degree as a base for intra-
racial analysis of similar problems, attitudes, or differences relating to
Hegro farilies adopting white children, Although these are still small in
number, they must be recognized.

It is quite aprarent thot certsin aspects of this study would not be

aprlicable to similar studies in other metropolitan areas.
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INTRODUCTION

This research is a beginning effort to look at white parents who have
adopted the Negro child., The social and personal data gathered came from
white couple adoptive parents, observations of recognized steff, caseworkers
and case records in all stages of development within the sixteen adoption
agencies of the Greater Chicapo areas, It was foreseen that these findingab
would have the heuristiec effect of suggesting a future research undertaking
of a more complex nature, that is, follow-up study of these adoptive parents
to ascertain more finely their motives, attitudes, and reactions in time
development,

¥hile cases of trans-racial adoptions have been recorded and some
eaf]y research has been effected, this particular attempt presents certain
unique characteristics. In arranging these adoptions into Csucasien homes,
the children have been considered as Negro.

In view of this relatively new experiment, it is not surprising that
virtually no research exists in this area. This study is the first to be
focused on the particular characteristics of white couples in Block adoapbiens
in the Chicago area. We lmow of no other study vwhere population consisted
only of Black children placed in white homes,

The decision to focus research interest upon these adoptlons stemmed
from the absence of factual information upon which judgments could benédl
for more effective placements of this adoption type, coupled with the present

rising racial iaaﬁes which face us as a comamity and nation.
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There is not very mich known ahout the outcome for these white couples,
The results have tended to be regarded as purely of an administrastive nature
where certain handieaps in the lack of manpower and funds preveils secumingly
a general restraint prevailed because of the sensitivity of the iscue or
possibly being easily risunderstood by the lay peoples The lack of information
in this area may have the overall afféat of increasing negative stereotypes

about soclial agencies.
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CHAPTER I
OFERATION OF ADOPTIONS

Today in the United States, 'bhar;e are about 300,000 children who are
born out of wedlock every year and who are without homes of their own.l It
is estimated that ninety per cent of these are referred to agencles for carey
the remaining reside with the mother, relatives, or friends., In the words of
Pezrl Buck, ®"This does not take into account other unwanted children, whose
parents are dead or divorced, or who cannot or will not care for them for
‘pme‘nal or ecomomic reasons. The total of neglected and denrted children
is unreported,"2 These sre the children who ave living in foster care, thst
is, in fopter fardlies and in large groups in institutions. They are under
the supervision of socisl apencies--public and private~-in various commmitiesg
throughout this eountry. Some of these children will reach majority age in
foster care. Some will retum to their relatives or to their families, and
nany of these children will return to foster care agsin, Of this large mumber
of waiting children, only a few will be adopted,3 Again, of the "hard to
place® children, still fewer will be adopted. These children bear psychological

larthur A, Campbell and James D. Cowhig, "The Incidence of Illegitimecy
in the United States® Welfare in Review, (May, 1967), L.

. 2pearl S. Buck, Children for Adoption (New York: Random House,
196)-8-); Pa 10,

3Viola Bernard, Adoption (New York: Child Welfare Ieague of Americen
Ince, 196L), pe 21.
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social, and physical handicaps and are often of a minority group.t The least
adopted child is the Negro either by Hlack or white parent,

The question has of'ten been raised why more Negro couples are not
sager to adop‘g, ard studies have been conducted to discover why so few Negroes
seck to adopt.> These studies are rather puszling, since a glance ai the
statistics published by the U.S, Children's Burean for 1966 shows that 72,500
white couples and 8,100 Negro couples adopted echildren unrelated to them.®
Since Negroes are spproxinstely one-tenth of the population, they are adopting
in proportion to whites. then we remmbar that adoption 18 heavily con-
centrated in the more prosperous .groupa of the white populatim whils & high
proportion of Negroes are in the least prosperous groups, Negroes would appear
to be adopting in an umusally high proportion compared to whites of a similar
economic level. The problem is that there are so many Negro children in need
of homes that Negro families would have te¢ adopt in enormous disproportion to
white families to absorb them.

There is a conviction among most professional child welfare workers
that every child has a yight to his oun parenis, and thait if his oun parents
have proved inadequate he should, if possible, be provided with permsnent
substitute parents, _idaa.u? through adoption. Howve:; in agency and commmity

hprorence Go Brown, Ado tima of mm:-m with Special Needs (ew York:
Child VWelfare Ieagus of Ane 8}, p. 8

Sseston We Manning, "The Chaging Wegro Family: TImplications for the
Aoption of Children" Child Welfare (November, 196L), LBO-L85. _

6y.5. Department of Health, Education and Welfare, Children!s Bureau
Statistical Series 88, 1967, p. 1.




3
planning for children, a variety of conditions have been thought to prevent
many chi’ldyqn from attaining a permmment family. Some, among the general
rublic, have accused the ageneies of antiquaeted methods, Others blame inw
adequate, outdated legislation. The public has lacked wnderstanding of
adoption agencies because chanpes have been taking place rapidly. According
to Myron R, Chevlin, "Adoption practice and philosophy have changed radically
and rapidly in the last ten years, and our presctices snd philosophy may be
wrecognizable two decades hence,"! No one is clear about the extent of the
discrepancy which exists, between the great demand among the adopting public
for children who are physically and psychologically fit, snd the oversupply
of children with physical or racisl hemdicaps, particularly the Nogro child,B
‘This is well noted by Dre John J. Kane: ‘

Finally, a word should be said about those children who are
congidered non-adoptable. They are the handicapped, non=-
white children, snd those who are well past infaney. It is
ironic that there are many more of these children available
for sdoptien than parents who wish to adopt them,

¢ o o Clearly, white parents who adopt Negro children must
possess congiderabls courage and deep love of children,
Both they and the adopted child may suffer tha taunts and

eriticism, if not ostracism, of neizhbors. But sometimes
these adoptions do work out very well.

Papers presented at a state wide conference,
Pe 1.

BHenry Se Mnas and Richard L. Fngler Jrs, Gaildfen in Need of Parents
(New York and Iondon: Columbia University Press, 1950), DPs 90s

9Johm J. Kene Adopting a Child ("Clsretian Publications:" Chicago:
Claretian Press, 1967 » Po 2i.
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Gertain characteristic requirements of adoptive parents as policy by
agencies have been a product of an earlier stage. These policy requirements
for adopting perent characteristics are an anachronism. Originally the
aporoach has been dominasted by a rather puritanical philosophy. The unspoken
assumption was that an adoptive parent was good or bad, dependent on respect-
ability, morality, and cle@lﬁneas‘ The practice reflected the middls cleass
mores of times. leter, caseworkers became more identified with the child and
as & regult more particular about adoptive homes, developing standarized
outlines and detailed and topical forms covering the various general areas
of the adoptive pavent's life, omitting much of the flesh and blood. Then
followed the beking into account of attitudes snd behevior of resl people.

Reports of parent behavior offer some substantive facts wnich reveal
the kind of life the sodoptive parents are living. Data as such are used not
as an end in themselves or as a substitute for h;wﬁng‘ the persons The
background material is used as knowledge for a special type of inter-relation-
shipe. It# purpose is not to validate or te invalidate a person, but to obtain
a2 greater understanding of him,10 The present situation is 2 natural starting
point from which is derived significent material thet enlightens the present
and becomes of value rs some criterion of the future, In the question of
characteristics, being an adopt.we parent 1s different from being a paremt to
one's own child. More so in the case of White-Negro sdoptions is this observed
UCrogs racial or cultural adoptions ere not new. International Social Service

Ohorotisy Hutchinson, In Quest of Foster Pavents (New York:y Columbia
University Press, 1914-3); Phe h:g.




has been helping children of mixed racial background in Japen and Korea., In
most instances the fathers were U.S, military peer.»u

Obgervation is the beginning of understanding, Such parents have
certain distinéuida:lng features not found in other adoptive parents. The
purpose of this thesis 1s to achieve some understanding of this particular
type of adoption, whereby it accents the realistic features-wa quéstion of
knowledge for use. Indirectly, this knowledge will passibly contrilute in
a practical way to the selection and evaluation processes.

Wthin recent years, new modes of commmication are breaking down
parochial attitudes. Ais men discover that institutions and customs differ
enormougly from one society to the next, it becomes increasingly difficult
to hold that one's own institutions as unalterable. Increasingly, it is easy
to concelve of a society in which men conscicusly th ape their institutions
and customs to serve in the direction of human dignity and integrity.l2 More
recently, another consequence has become appmnt; The congcience of the
white men in the civil rights movement is willing to denounce and evcu oppose
a gystem that infringes on f:ehe cardinagl tenets of demooracy. The inbention
is to use and act upon intermediary avenues which lead to trmemutuai acceptance
and raclal equality.

!

1h4314an T. Kirk, Adoption of Orlental Children by mnsricon iiite
Families, (New York:s Child Wellare league of America, Js Do 1+

124me New Melting Pot," Time, December 2, 1966, ppe 3=31l.




This study is proposed to measure characteristics of white adoptive
parents of Negro 'ehildz-en in keeping with wur changing times. The intent is
to carry on a contiming study of the casework programwits methods, vesults,
and other pertinent aspects, so as to base change and improvement on faots.

It ig of importance to note that the term "Negro" will be inbter-
changeably used with %"Black." This iz in keeping with the present social
trend. According to Ierone Bammett, "Times of raclel stress usually turmed
eutmbematmsmmmmmmpmmhmm.wn In this
times of crisis, the Negro militants have come full circle back to the late
18th century with fervent attempts to strengthen ties with an African heritage.
Within the last decade the concerted effert has hen predmﬁnantlythrou@
the use of the term "Hlack," an identity with "Black Power® which directed
to creating equal eprortunity in life as well as lmul}* Also of lesger choice
are the other terms as "Afrow-American,? "African American,® " " " Brown
American,” and "Soul people.®

FXISTING FORMS OF ADOPTIONS

Four existing forms of adoptions aret normal, gray narket, black
market, and subgidized., Normal ndoptions are processed by public or private
agencies with the paremts' legal consent, according to ftohe laws of the state
and the policy of the agency. The time can vary from four months to two years.

131erone Bennett Jr., "Whot's in the Neme" Ebony, (Hoverber, 1967).

Uinmack Fower in Detroit,® Human Relstion Newsletter, IV, March, 1968,




It is estimated that 71 per cent of all adoptions are accounted for in this
marmerols »

The next form of adoptions is called gray market or indepemdent
adoptions, which account for 27 per cents A legal contract is entered into
by the couple and the childt'a mother, with a lawyer or a doctor usually as a
go-between, The mﬁwdmyimclves only 2 minimm of time and effort. A
risk factor alwnys remains. There are no safeguards agringt the health or
mental problems which, undetectable at birth; can mesterialize., Often the
natural mother lmowe: the adoptive couple's nume and address, Since she
heraself has lacked any systematic counseling, the couple can have no confidence
sbout the permaence of her decision %o relinguish the child. It is legally
possible for the mother to take back her child at any time before a judge has
made the adoption final and irrevocable--usually six months or a year from
the day the couple gets the beby. There is a teMw,ay of some public and
private agencles to seek legislation whereby these would be curtailed, thus
lessening the number of tragedies in such adoptions. TYet, Roel Jeal ISW,
in desling with independent adoptions, says," « « important is the fact that
8o far there is no evidence of any significant difference in the way agency

‘ 16
and independent sdoptions turn cut.”

" 15Richard Merymemn, "The Story of an Adoption,” lLife, (&hme 21, 1968)
Ps -

léﬂael Jeen Isaac, Adopting a Child Today (NewYork, Evanston, and
Iondon: Harper & Row, Publishers, 1905 5, Pe 167




It is pointed out by Helen L. Witmer et al., thats
In our sample, the proportion of adopiive pereuts

who were "harassed® by the natural narents was rather

snalls Thirty of the 48L sdoptive couples had told

the Welfere Depertmentts investigators durdng the period

154 to 1947 that they were having or had had difficulties

with the naturel parents, and six others told our inter-

viewers at follow-up in 1956 and 1957 of having had such

problens, Togethen mjcx'h cases constitute 7 per cent of

all that were studied.l?
The subject of independent versus agency edoptions is peremnially in debste.
According to Myron R. Chevlin, "Ferhaps we need to give more thoughb to steps
we mst take in the adoption field to chmpe the fact that the American public
is not ready to say that only agencles should place children for adoption. nlB

The large mmber of parents who tum to this source consist of those
who have been turmed down as not suitable for adoption for some reasom. One
agency may reject a couple and amother may ascept the ssme people. The re-
jection undoubtedly causes a certain condemnation, an embarrassment, and &
degperate tuming to other available sources., There may be couples who become
impatient with policies of the agencyy or who have not turmed to amother agencyl
There are familles who never contacted an ageney and their first opportunity

is a private source.l?

17Helen L. Witmer et ale, Independent Adoptions (New York: Russell
Sage Foundation, 1963), p. 109. '

1 meviin, p. 13.

Vpick, pps 205-06,
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The third form of adoptions is the black market, which accounts for
the lowest percentage. The mother or the father privately, free of any
legalisn, give or sell their child to a couple.zo Strong laws across the
nation forcefully preveil against auch practices.

The ﬂnal form of edoption which is relatively new in practice is the
subgidized adoption. Since social work is facing the spectacular rise in the
number of children who are in need of adoptive parents, the Adoption Section
of the Chicsgo Reglon of the Child Care Association of Illinois has focused
its attention on subsidized adoption as one possible way of expanding adoption
regources for children., A subsidiged adoption is any adoptive plan in which
the agency continues financial involvement beymnd the point of legal consummas
tion. It differs from other types of agency sponsored, long~term care (such
as quasi-adoption) in that the child is legally adopteds. The practice has
been received with mch enthusiasm by the local agencies. Any assessment of
its develorment at the present time would be difficult to make.?l

20yeptha M. Eliot, Behind the }
Education and Welfare, Chilcren's bu
Printing Office, 1955) P 7.

y UsSe Depsriment of Health,
: gton, DeCet VoS Oovernment

mnlinois Child Care Associatien, Subsidized Adoption (Chicago:
Adoption Section 1968).
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CHAPTER IX
PURPOSE

The purpose of this thesis is to secure information on the most
difficult forms of adoptions, white couples of Negro children, This iz a
riging and relatively new socisl situation, The intention is to collect
data on the characteristies of parents in their natural environwent.

Some of the qrestions to be answered aret Vho gre these people?
there are these people found spatially? Wvhat kinds of people most likely
are to adopt? Are organizatiomal factors significant in the role of adoptive
parents? What sre soms social~-psychological motivations?

The decision to focus upon such research stems from the fach that
little is known about such white couples. The lack of information in this
area may add to the growing dilemme of the "hard to place" Negro child. The
naterial 1s internded to atimilste thousht end action toward modifying or
changing attitudes toward these different and more complex adoptions. The
researcher is faced with the task of evaluating 2 huﬁm experience and formi=
lating some tentative hypotheses.

The researcher is interested in more than one property, so that he
may uncover the principles through which properties are related to one ampther
within the systems The more properties the researcher uses, the more rounded
the picture of the system becomes, so that ideally he may deal with many
revelant properties in the model, Yet, the more the properties used, the
more complex the handling of the inter-relationships amomg them becomes. Thus,
although the desire to understand the system may press for maximizaiion of the
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number of properties used, the practical difficulties tend to restrict this
number. In the practical approach to this study, particularly it being
relatively new, Dr. Ross Scherer2? and Dr. Donald Brieland,?3 advised handling
& ihi0le complex of properties by working in a partially exploratory and mostly
descriptive fashion. This qualitative description will serve the irmortont
purpose of dealing with the social sysbtem in the round. It will lend itself
tovard other research with the many problems presented and in greater depth.

n the basis of the factual data gathered, an attempt is made to point
out some pertinent problems and to formlate some tentative hypothecon~, These
were not meant to be definitive, but rather to provide sugrestions for future
regsarch and validation of this form of study.

In view of present racial tensiong snd in view of the chanres involved
in adopting procedures in trans-raclal adoptlon, it is imperative to besin the
study of Negro sdoptions with Caucasians., As sugpested by some, it is poasible
that the empirdcal process could become & causal factor in the dismmtion of
race relations by overeexposing Black relationships or by bringing to light
otherwise unnoticed aspects of trans-racial living. However, since =mecial work
practices rest to a great degree upon social paychological MOW, it would
scem that a study in Rlack adoption would be beneficial, Such studles add to
the larger fund of lmowledge and sdther confirn or suggest changes in nresent
social work practices as they relate to Black adoptions.

22
Interview with Ross P, Scherer (Chairman), Fh.D., Ioyola University,
Chicapo, Illinois, July 23, 1968.

231!\%&&: with Donald Brieland, M,D., University of Chicago,
Chicaga‘ m@iﬂ, July 22, }-968.




CHAPTER III
PROCEDURE AND METHOD

This exploratory pilot study carries a gemeral design and executed
plan with & certain recifal of limitations and difficulties. Relative to
methodological procedures, eminent researchers and asciologists have been
consulted: Dr, Roms P, Scherer (Chairmmn), Sociology Dept. Ioyola University,
Dr. Pal Mindy,2l Sociclogy Dept. Ioyola University, Dr. Donal Brieland,
Director of S.S.Ws University of Chicago, eminently involved in family
resesrch, Mr, Stanislaw P&mmﬂﬂs Director of Cook County Social Resesrch,
Chicago Tllinois, and two pending sociology doctoral candidates: Mr, William
Mackey,20 and Mp, William MeCready.27

RESEARCH METHOD

The study was selected to find certain pertinent facts of behavior of
these white adoptive parents who take in Negro children. The conditions of
these families reflect special valuesin social interaction, different from
other families. These particular families and their roles of parent are the
objects of the descriptive observation. The empirieal observationa on

thnterviw with Paul Mundy, PheD., loyola University, Chicago,
Illinois, September 23, 1968,

zsln'berview with Stenislaw Plwowarski, Director of Cook County Social
Reserrch, Chicago, Illinois, August 5, 1968,

261’nterviw with Willdan Meckey, Ph.D. canfiédate, Ioyola University,

Chicago, Illinois, Jme-August ( 8 interviews).
2T terviey with William McC D iidate, University of
Chicaro, Chloare Tlilht s R T P87 L bl cuy abe, v
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adoptions will be translated into simple research by gathering experienced
observable descriptive facts, where upon logical inferences will unsue. The
descriptive observation provides the purest means of wmderstanding the adoptive
fardly "in the round.®

GATHERING THE DATA

The data gathering focused primmrily on the adoptive couples and
experienced obgervation of staff members of adoptive agencies. The recognized
staff in adoptions has & background in the geial wi&mes and years of
experience in public welfare. Further, questioning was used and group con-
ferences were held with the appointed caseworkers who have special orlentation
in these part8culary adoptions. Case and eourt records, whieh deal with each
case in a falrly intengive and detailed mermer were utilized as secondary
sources, Information has been solicited from the Children's Bureau, Department
of Health, Education, and Welfare, Weshington, DeCe, and from leading adoption
agencles on trans-racial adoptions in Illinols, New ¥ork, California,
Minnesota, and Montreal, Canada,.

USE OF MPASUREMENT

A feirly standardized plan for the gathering and classification of
data via concrete indicsnts of behavior, was used., The gsthering and classiw-
fying of the data on the families will be presented under the headings of
ecologicalw-demographic, etimicitys-nationsl origin, age and health, oeccupation
education, religion, orgsnizations, motivation, and familial relationships.
In general, this informmtion is specific to the family studied, Therc is
the knowledge to be gained as to whether the parents'! relstionships are stable
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or unstable, whether the parents are authoritarian or permissive, dependent
or independent, leaders or conformists. The investigation of the family in
the adjustment will be conceived not as & simple charscteristic but as multie
dimensional inter-relationship. In this manner the family will be presented
in the larger social structure, |

MEASURFMENT AND DESCRIPTION COMBINED

On the one hand, a systematic procedure will be used in the hmdling
of properties that afford a degree of precision in meesurerment, On the other,
axplanatory supplements will be used to make room for unexpected findings.

THE INTERVIEW WITH COUPLES

Since the project was an exploratory study, a technique was required
that was sufficiently flexible to permit notation of the parents! reactions
and the insertict of statements of individuasl ceses and points of views Mich
precaution was utiliged to hold these sessions with both parents to a minimm
of time, not beyond one hour, purpose was to avoid any obascurity of fact
through & lag of interest or over-anxiety. Uless sy of these was noted,
the interviev would continue. The actual assist to uphold the first part
came from the reasoned and experdenced counssl to obtain all pussible
information from case records previous ¢ the engagement. The dsarth of factual
data made it necessary to use s tecimique that would meke it posaible to collec
these facts as quickly and efficiently as possible. The interview schedula
nade it possible to obtain the required data in an empirical manner; also
it provided an opportanity to collect other observable material.
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THE DWERVIM SCHEDULE

Certain general prineciples of the interview schedule construction
were used as guldes (Fanshel 19573 Maas 19593 lyslo, Davis, ond Jenkins 1961
Wimer, Herzog, Weingtein, and Sullivan 1963). The final cory resulted with
its review and suggestions by Drs. Brieland, Mundy, and Scherer. It includes
measurenents of couples! experiences at both the attitudinagl and behavioral
levels. Questions were asied of both husbands and wives.

The underlying principle in its construction was to obtain face
validity of the data to be gathered. The design wes 80 zrronged as to measure
the characteristics as sirply and factually possible under the cirsumstances.

THE CHIID'S ADJUSTMENT

The parents were given the opportunity to speak freely about the
child's adjustnent in the new fardly. TFurther information was gathered on
the child from the caseworker who was irmediately involved with the family.

ETHICS~-CONF IDEICE

In all data-gathering, of utmost of concern were the ethical practices,
Much care was exercised in guarding 21l confidences of the agencies and the
people interviewed. A double check and review of the information waos made by
coumselor and advisor so as to awid my possible identification where
revelation might have been damaging. A special coding was employed for all
pergons and agenclies.

As is customary in this sort of study, the interviewer consistently
avoided attemtpting to give direct advice or therapy. If the adoptive parents
directly asked for help, it was sugrested they consult an appropriate agency.
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RBACTION TO THE STUDY

The majority of the apencies approved the study with rmch enthusiasm
and suprort. The feeling seemed Lo prevail that mich more concern and interest
should be dirvected towsils these adoptions but there are limitations of
personnael and funds.

The parents were very aporoving of the study partly to make known
their experiences and possibly to assist othiers who may be contemplating a

sirdilar decision.
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CHAPTER IV
THE STUDY POPUIATION

In order to obtain a more adequate understending of the population

of this study, it was d&qid&d to include some background on this relatively
new social phenomenon, trans-racial adoptions. By definltion, 2 trans-racial
adoption is the incorporation within a family by adoption of a child of
different racial heritage. As a social vhenomsnon, however, it represents a
devient pattern of family formation, one that is different from the views and
customs of the general society., In a soclety technically formalized as ours,
social stereotypes and legal complexities inhibit the cross-ethnic and racial

adoption of offspring. According to Miss Gallay,

‘In the brief span of thirty years a revolution has
cccurred in regard to adoption. There is a greater acceptance
of it as a custom, and more children are being placed in adopt-
ing homes., Yet there is still a challenge t¢ be met, for theve
remain certain groups of children for vhom adoptive homes are
stil) scarce. These are children of minority racial groups,
especially the Negro child, older children, and childrem with
rather serious physical problems. « « « My social agencies
are changing their practices in an sttempt to take up the chale
lenges « » «From my observation, the increase can be traced to
four factors: interest in improved race relations and in racial
equality; more flexible eriteria for choosing adoptive parentisg
publicity; and the actual increagse itself, which often resulted
in adoptive parents %nﬂmcing friends towards arplying for
non-white children.2

28Qrace , "Inter-racial Adoptions", Canada Welfare, (November-
December, 1963). p. 2u8.




It is similarly noted in an article sppearing in Newsweek,

Fifteen years ago when somebody came in and said they
wanted a child of another race, we thought they were neurotic,
says Walter L. Herth, Director of Ios Angeles County Department
of Adoptions, "We just dd not consider it.! Neither did any
other agenocy.

As the nationt's biggest adortion agency (2,503 completed
adoptions 1966), the Ios Angeles department like nation-wide
adoption agencies still finds its most difficult problem is
placing ite Negro children. The significance of it is that
it is a beginning which adoption experts generally agree could
not have been done a decade ago,2Y
It is dnly in recent times that social sciemtists have become intercsied

in some of the dilemmas of adoptions. 4 review of the literature (Valk, 19573
Brown, 19593 Cerlson, 19613 Iyslo, Devis, Jenkinds, 1961; Witmer, Hersog,
Weinstein, Sullivan 1963) disclose few of the studies on trans-racial
adoptionge Various groups emerged to give impetus to trans-racial adoptions.
Such organizations as The Open Door Society Incorporated, Montreal, 19593
Holt Adoption Program, Eugene, Oregon, 19593 Parents to Adopt Minority
Youngsters, St. Paul, Minnesota, 19613 lake Kluff Children's Home, ILeke Hluff,
TNlinois, 1961, are examples of delibarate efforts to place children trans=
racially,

The population of adopted Black children is thus unique since they
have been placed without refer-nce to racial spresrance into white families.
For parents who have embraced these responsibilities, additional dimensions
are added to the adoptive aituation. This type of adoption is relatively

new and unchorted social territory. The adoption of Negro infants by whites,

2Pmixed Adoptions", Newsweek, (April 2, 1967), pe 58.




writes Harriet Fricke, seems 4o be sufficiently innovative to be called
wthe little revolution.®30 The commmnity's sttitude to such an experiment
is liable to be far more complex than in the case of white children or those
of similar racial heritage, since these adoptions represent a point of conflict
for two held values of our smoiety. On the one hand, a fanily almost be
definition should be racially homogeneous; on the cther hand, every child, as
e birthright, is entitled to a home, JSince, however, it is impoasible to
provide these children with racially homogeneous homes, one is forced to
choose between the two. These factors may intensify the problems of adoption,
or they may serve as mitigating influences. In either case, the situation of
this group of adoptive parents is different even from that of the already
atypical adoptive onee

It is with these parents, and indirectly their adopted children, that
the present study is concemed. Any social innovation has at least two
elements in interaction: the process and the innovators, Nor are the two
independenty an understanding of the nature of those who, for whatever reasm,
are able and willing to change a convention of our socieby can help to clarify
mich about the nature of the change itself. Thus it is on the group of innoew
vators, the adoptive parents, that our attention is focused for this pilot
research study.

A DEFINITION OF RACE
It is necegsrry to indicate certain assumptions about racilal identifi-
cation between blological basis and common notions of soclsty. Difficulties

%iat Fricke, "Interraclal Adoption: The IlLittle Revolution,®
| Secial Work, (Julv, 1‘?655, PPe 92074




of bioclogical nature are muliiple when clear classifications are attenpted.
This is exemplified by Hering, who says, "Attempts to clagsify mankind in a
specific muber of well-defined 'races! invarisbly fail."3! Richmond indicates]
that "There are no clear cut boundaries between different races.?32 Vriters
as Fhrlich and Holm express that "the problem of tmozzﬁ.c structure within
the specleg Homo Saplens is very complexs « +» oIt 18 an error to belleve that
human subspecies or races are thinpgs that may be discussed mmd campamd."33
Hence, the notion of race rests on more or less arbitrarily designated
boundariss,

The present study deals with the social, rather than the biological
meaning of race. Certain social scientists, by thelr use of the term "gocial
race” indicate " . o Jthe way in which the members of society classify each
other by physical charawtaristics‘ﬂh Amold Rose says, "In America the
Negro race is mach more & soclal race than a biological one. The Hegro is
soclally defined as anyone displaring any Negroid characterigtics or anmyone

American Minorities, ed. Milton 1
Pe 53.

ﬁmthm H« Richmond, The Color Problem, (New York: Doubleday and

GO;, 19914)’ Pe

33paul R. Earlich and Rieahrd W. Holm, "A Biologieal View of Race™
¥ontagu, ppe 166=T7.

£ad

oneries Fo Marden and @adys Meyer, Minorities in America, (New York
American Book GQQf, 196?) Pe 60,
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having any mown Negro ancestry," According to Mrlich and Holm, "In
the United Stetes, for instance, anyone who is not mure white and has my
known Negro ancestry is a Negm,“%

Although the word "race® has very little basis in scientific fact, it
is necessary to use it in scientific research, because it has important though
not necegsarily consistent meaning for persons. Since the study deals with
the social rather than the blological definition of race, the Judgment of the
professional agencles was used, From the researcher's limited observation
of the population studied, the children possesssed these glven chmracteristics.

POPUIATION

For practical purposes the target population waz selected from the
Greater Chicago Area since the largest publie end private adoptive agencies
of the State of Illinoie are represented here. On the basis of preliminary
caleulations, in the sixtsen sgenciles which sponsor the "Adoption Information
Service" in this ares, between fifty and sixty cases were estimated to exist.
In the final agsessment, twenty-eight cases were made available by the agenciesi
In the proceass of this pllot study, three families changed their minds and
for personal reagons refused to be interviewed. The refusals were courteous
but abrupt, with explanationsof intrusion of privacy, or "give us a chance to
breathe.* Hence the present population consists of twenty-five white eourles
who adopted Negro children.

12 3 SAmnld Rose, The Negro in Binerica (New York: Harper snd Row, 196L),
De .

%mrlich and Holm, ps 172a
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Practical comsiderations, however, make it necessary to define the
population more sharply. Three limltations were set:

1. Time span for adoptions--The gtudy cases began with the year
1963, for previcus to this time orly a few adoptions of this type are known.
With this limit in mind, it was determined that the population would be drawn
from placements made during the period from 1963 to September, 1968.

2, The adoptive paremts studied are white and the children Negro,
as explained earlier.

3¢ Incatability-~The Greater Chicago Area included the city itself
and immediate boxiering subwrbs or those bordering upon the latters. Ceses in
three towms in this study were located up to thirty miles from the outlying
suburbs.

There werc no mixed couples or Hlack parents involved in this study.
Although the population camotb be viewed as ideal, in its preliminary form
it wes thought to be sclentifically adequates The experienced counsel and
the agencles approved it az acceptable at this peint.

Here, a word should also be mentioned, relative to another new social
development somewhat germeme to Whibte-llegro adopilons. In the busing program
of Negro pupils into Catholie schools, "Host Fardlies" heve erisen, These
families have taken on "parent® responsibdlity for Blesek children while they
are attending the neighboring schools3T Another movement similer in direction
is "Project Friendly Town", a plan sponsored by the Commmity Renewal Society,

3 TEﬁ.‘bh Thompsa, "Tell Detolls of Crtholic Schools Busing Progranm®,
Southtown Beonomlst, Julr 3, 1968,




under which some 2,000 Negro children from Chicago's immer city stay two
weeks with white families in Chicago suburbs and in rurel Illinois,3d

3Buproject Friendly Town-—-Count Perk Ridge inf, Ghicapo Daily News
July 26, 1968.
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CHAFTER V
ADOPTIVE PARENTS

This study is proposed to ascertain the characteristics of white
adoptive parents of Negro children in keeping with our changing times, The
aim of thls chapter is descriptive, to delineate as succintly as possible
certain soclological data about these particular adoptive parents. Our major
questions aret Vho are these people? lthere are these people found spatially?
What Xinds of people most likely are to sdopt?

The observations are limited and tested with a relatively small number
of cases of transeracial adoptions on record. The data gathered came fron
experienced observations of recognized staff, caseworker groups conferences,
court case records, agency case records in all stages of development amd on
heavy rellance of interviews from the adoptive parents. Consequently, this
proposed regearch study extended itself to all sixteen adoption agencies
within The COreater Area of Chicago who are organiged under "Adoptive Information
Service®,

In this study the cooperating agencies provided 20 cases; three couples
withdrew after congent. This left a population of 25 families.

Seen and desoribed in these social contexts, the adoptive parents
renain the central figures. It is their social and social psychological
characteristics that are the heart of the matter. These are the people
involved in the most difficult process of adoptions, where the largest group
of dependent children are kept in limbo,




25

In selecting homes of white couples in the adoption of minority mroup
children, agencles appear to be increasingly flexible., Adoptive experience
shows that the ressons why couples arply to adopt a child of different race
or mixed races are mumerous and varied. It slso may be based, at least in
part, on factors which have 1litile or nothing to do with racial and national
considerationse In a nation made up of individuals deriving from all different
races and enltures of the world, professional workers and social workers nesd
be aware of how many designs for living can foster normal and happy families.
In adoption, as in other areas of human affeirs, it is increasingly important
t0 be alerted to the dangers of regimentation. There must be the logical
avoldance of placing everyone into a single pattern of living. No single
meaguremsnt can be used as a "sine qua non" without modification,

The question of the importmce of physical, racial, and or national
"likeness” betwoeen the sdoptive child and his adoptive parenis has bec: the
gource of great eonfusion. The general hypothesls is whether there is a clear
manimity as to the validity of placing "like with like", inside or ocutside
of the profession of adoption. Here lies the greal need of research based on
follow-up studies of placement, particularly of placement of minority group
children with non-minerity eouplesa39

Data on the following standard items were obtained: ecologicale
demographic, etimicitvenational origin, age and health, occupation, education,
religion, organizations, motivation, and familial relationships.

39
(Sm Frmcisco: Columbia Foundation of
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ECOLOGICA ImaDEMOGRARIIC

Population study and analysis includes topics and interest so diverse
that no matter how they are classified, they barely belong together. The
term demography generally implies that the purpose is primarily descriptive.bo

In this particular consideration our interest is the community
regidence of the adoptive family, and we also attempt to discover any unique
experiences, anticipated or unanticiprsteds The investigstion of anticipatien
in this study is more exploratory and much less grounded on previous empirical
investigations. This is not to say that the assessments of such anticipations
have no precedent. It is stated by Fricke, "the commmity was far more ready
than even the most hopeful of hopefuls anticipatad“‘m

The populations of their residential commmities are grouped into five
catepories.

TABIE I
POPUIATION OF RESIDENTIAL COMMMNITY OF ADOPIING FAMILIES

JFopulation , e Jumber ‘ Por cent

-3

Below = 9,999 |

10,000-39, 999
10,000-59,999
60,000-79,999 ;
Over 80,000

wWow MWW
E B =~ ®

I0xing1ey Devis, Mhe Sosiology of Demographic Behavior,"Sociolo
To Vol. II ede Fobert K. Merton, Isonard Browm, Isonard S. Cottre P
ew York and Bvenston: Herver and Row, 1959) p. 31l

cka, Pe 97;
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It became immediately apparent that the majority of the famllies,
88 per cent, resided outsidd the city of Chicago. ALY but 3 Chleago families
resided in wridely scattered white neighborhoods. An equal 36 ver cent resided
in commmities below and sbove the 10,000 population. Although the population
wos limited, the trend is discemmible for a guburban preferred type commmity.

vhen asked why they had chosen this particular commnity: 80 ver cent
gave as primery reason that it is more accommodating in the pregent rising
soclial isswes and less interferings They memtioned certain suburbs as being
nore socially pregressive than others and easier on family adjustment, The
general opinion on migration te these reasidential areas seemed simply to faver
better and more gtable 1ife for the familyy the same 28 underlies all mags
migration to the suburbs.

One can gain a certain insight into the local racisl change, according
to Stars

In Chicage last year, 179 Negro families moved inte

white suburbs--mors than twlce as many 23 in the previous

years » o Jlegroespow make up gixtesn per cent of the Chicage

metropollitan area population. « « oThere are now many more

houses available to Negroes in the suburbs than there are

Negroes avallsble to move Inte thems « o JEdward Rutledge,

executive director of the Hztional Committee Against Dige

crimination in Houasing says: 'There ls no real honest

integration in either cities or in suburbia. It has almost

become fashiomsble for a 1lily-shite suburb to get 2 Nerro

doctor or a FheD. to move in, But it doesn't face up to the
magnitude of the problem, 2

thaak Star, "Negro In the Suburbs®, Iook, My 16, 1967, ppe 5159
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According to de Vise's recent population estimates, the largest
municipality consists of a residency of 30.2 per cent non-white, and lowest
of 01 per cente. The average non-white population of the commnities is
2.1 per cent,l'3
TABIE II
TIME RESIDENCE IN COMAUNITY

Iength of Residence , Number Per cent
Under 1 yesr § L 1%
1 - 5 yesrs 2 17 68
5 = 10 years 3 2
Over 10 years ; 1 L

Fow of these parents have any long-term roots in the residential
commmities, In fact, only twenty-four per cent effthese couples have not
changed residence at least once since their marrisre, and slmost one-third
have made more than two such moves. Thus most of the population are relative
newcorers n the cormumities in vwhich they live; over two-thirds of these
fardlies have lived in thelr present commnity less than five years.

Community Attitudes~-In the consideration of adoptions, in general,
commnity attitudes are important because they determine the way peonle react
toward the indiwvidual adoptive couple. Adoption has won an acceptunce as &

li3Pierre de Vise, Hospital Plaming Council for Metropolitsn Chicapo,
Report to Research and Statistics Division, Chicage 1llinols, July, 1/00s
(Chicago, I1linois: Chicago Association of Commerce and Industry, 1968) rpel-3




29
method for childless couples to secure a family or for those with own children
to increase the family. On genersl adoptions, Isazs reports,

There are already signs that adoptive parents,

encouraged by increased commmity acceptence of adoption,

ave becoming mmlﬁozﬁar&able with thelr own status as

adoptive parents.

Again, our interest is to gain knowledge to what degree this would be trus
of a Negro child taken into a white family.

Dr. Thomas Marebgki terms the American commnibty courageous and unique
in terms of atiitude and opermess towards people of different cultural and
racial backgrounds, Of course, we have prejudice, we have no aystemntic
measurements of its intensity for different parts of the countiyy. Attitudes
seem to be changing rapidly in a favorable direction. There is a great deal
of favorable change going on in many commmitiess Within a broader historiecal
perspective, it is rarid and hopeful change. Minority children in adoptioms,
on the ﬁxéle, face a much brighter future within the commmity. Yet one must

be aware that atill there are many obstacles to bhe faeed.hs

hhbm’ ps 192

WS mhomas Meretzkd, Moption of Orfental Giildeen by Aerioan iiite
Femilies, Pert VI: Commmity Attitudes (Hew forks 11d Welfsre league of
Iverica, 1960), pp. 2L=25,




TABIE IIX
COMMONITY REACTION TO COUPLESY RESIDENCE

Commmity Reactlion _Number Per cent
Favorable 14 56
Uhfavorable 3 12
Igored 8 32

In the area of commmity relationship, neighbors' comments showed no
adverse reaction, at least no apparent opposition. The majority of the people,
fifty~-six per cent received the family into the commnity favorably, Some of
the respondents' remarks are noted: "Whst we had to do was stop rumors that
the commmity would turn inte a ghettoy "If our family would run, it would be
unfair to our childrem in facing a realistic future®; "You wanted for your
child what we wanted for our own"j "iWe must be more than mere white"; etc,.

The social action in their immediate comamities placed emphasis on personalizd
relationships. Twelve per cent of the families felt no strong opposition

by the commmnity to them, but thought it to be unfavorable by remarks as: "Too
bad we have to be tested in this integration problem®; "I do not think we are
ready for their type of living". Thirty-two per cent of the couples ul tnessed
an indifference on the part of the commmumity, without any formal approval or
disapproval. There seemed to be an opemness to accepting a2 Black child into
the cormmmmity. The general interest seemed to be to look upon the child as a
person, one of value who should be given equal opportunity for growth. Agsin,
the white couples exhibited an awareness that what they feared never happened.
Though the white adoptive parents accepted end appreclated the people's resporse,
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their plan was to be positive and not defensive. ™"ie began to take each other
os we are”; "The way to integrate is to integrate®; "Integration is good for
the vhite neighborhood, they better know it now" are some of the remarks felt
by the c¢ouples.

From the comments of the psrents on the commmity's reactions, it would
seem that one of the most common objections to Black child adoption, that of
negative compmnity reaction, did not seem to hold, at least not for this
population. It is possible that the mechaniam of repression may be operstive
here, too.

OQur population lergely consisted of mobile families of average or
above average income, occupatlon, and education who live in commmnities which
share simllar charscteristics and seeningly are not critical of them to start
family differemnces. The opan non-urban pattern of white adoptive couples of
Black children can be associated with the latter, serve as a dlrect link in
itself, or perhaps be a blending of both. It appears as well, that we are
dealing with a group which, to a certain degree, is largely independent of
commmity sentiment; while they would not proveoke the commmity, they do not
report feeling threatened by individual acts of rejection.

Finally, perhaps one of the more important faects to remember is that
most of the children in the research study are under five years of age. The
perents seen to believe that the cruciel test of comunity acceptance will
come at puberty when dating mmd marriage become relevant issues in relation-
ship.
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ETHNICIT Yuu!IWTIOUAL ORIGIH

Many of ethnic bhehavioral patterns of the past exhibiting particular
interests are being displaced by economlc interests. Save for legroes and
Puerto Rieans, most minorities no longer feel beleagured. The essense of the
change lies in rising incomes, education, family life, and culture. Although
termed the American melting pot, complete amalgamstion is probably not possiblr:#
amd not necessarily desirable. But the process of blending contimues, and the
mixture grows more subtle all the tm.ué It is indicated by Simpaon and
Yinger that etnic dilemmas may occur because of inconsistencies in social
prescriptions applied in different locations, even though the person is
assocliated comtinmuously with the same etlnic or racial Wpom

In the use of Warner!s conceptual scheme as to ethnic and racilal
asgimilation in our study, certein seeming classifications can be made end
observed.*8 In the case of eight families where the couple differed in ethnic
origins, the couple was clasgified with the group into which they were more
likely earlier to be assimilated.

M)"Tha New Melting Pob," Time, December 2, 1966, p. 31.

m(ieorge Ee Simpson and., Milton Tinger, "The Sociology of Race
and Pthmic Relations®, Sociolo Vol.JI ed. Robert K. Merton, Ieonard
Brown, lIeonard S. thﬁ JTe, &ew %ork and Branston: Herper and Row, 1959)
pe 311,

I‘Bw. Iloyd Warner eds Ymkee City (New Haven and Iondon: Yale
University Press, 1963), pp. L1325,
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TABLE IV
ETRVIC TYwwHATIONAT, ORIGINS

Group v Humber For cent
English 3 12
Sootch I 2 8
Irish 2 8
Canadian 2 8
German 6 2k
Dutch | 2 8
Melish
Jewisht %W L ‘ 16
Tel Aviv :
Frencs | L 12
Polish 1 b

The hypothesis of mbordimtien and predicted asgimilation is arranged
according to six cultural types. In Wamerts® type one, Tsble 9 "Bthnic
and Racial Assimilation®, 28 per cent of the families'! subordination should
be very slight, the mibasystems very weak and their period of assimilation
usually less than & generation, Cultural type two olassifies L) per cent
of the farilies where subordination is slight and assimilation is short.
Cultural type three consists of 8 per cent of the couples who assimilate
short to moderate and develop moderate subsystems. Four per cent fall
within the eonfiguration of American society as cultural group type,

@Ibid., De 419,




34
four where we have slight subordination, moderate development subsystems and
moderate asgimilation. Our grouping terminates with type five with 20 per cent
of the parents with moderate degree of subordination and strength of subsystem,
The time of assimilation is rated as short to moderate, As indicated, most
nationsl origins are from Northwest Burope, These people listed msy also
be regarded as referring to population now outgide Amerlica who in the future
might be migrents should our present immigration laws be modified.

¥hat may be of irmmortance to point cut within this limited study is
that 72 per cent of our population indicates agsimilation success atiained in
relatively short times "short® means rmore then one but less than six generatiog
As one right suspect, those deriving from the earlier lmnigrant groups seemed
more tolerant, although other factors besides the time at which one's parents
arrived in this country affect thiss These fardlies usually seemed to be free
from ethnoeentrian, They seemsd to be people who did not think in rigid in-
group terms and did not pleace inferior valnes on the oubte-groups, These people
endured some difficulties in maldng certain social transitions, The person
who is wmable to identify with a new reference group and is permitted only
limited membership in a new social group is said 4o be = "merginal" person,5C
Aceording to Stonequist, "Ambivolence of attitude and sentiment lie at the
heart of merginalitys The divided emotional organization reflects dhe divided
cultural situation."l When the trenszition involves moving from one racial

50Dmiel Thompson, "The Formation of Social Attitudes," Racisl and
Fthnic Relations, ed. Bernard E, Segal, (Wew York: Thomss Yo Crowell Coss
m) [ ] pQ m.

5lBveretttV. Stonequist, "The Merginal Mam: A Study in Persanality

amci Gulture Ganﬂiot % Contributions to Urban Soclology,
A . I L, IO I Uty of Ui tare
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or etimic group to another and the person has difficulty in doing so this
becomes "ethnic anomie.® There is then the existence of "broken group limits®
that oreate "dilemmas of ethnic idmtifiuaticmﬂsz

R=ce questlions are among the immedlate social problems faced by
American society today. According to Fr. Andrew Greeley, these problems
cannot be solved ™umless we understand wmore about the operation of ethnie
factors,"” In his study of racism amongst Germmsns, Irish, Italian, Poles, and
French Canadians, seores are highest among Polss and lowest among the Irish
and Germense The Irigh are the lowest on the anti-gemitisn index and the
French and the Foles are the highest.>>

It is stated by Werner that,

The future of American ethnlc groups seem to be
Iimited; it islikely that they will be quickly absorbed.

When this happens one of the great epochs of American
hiatorg wili have ended and another, that of race, will
begin,ol

52Mi1ton L. Berrom, "Introduction” to Americen Minorities (New Yorks
Alfred A, Knﬂpf, 1%2), Pe 16.

5 S”Sayn Ethnic Background XKey to Todsy's Problems," Michipan Catholie,
Detroit Michigm, Jdune 9, 1968, p. 2.

Sh&hmer, pe h2b.




AGE AND HBAIIH

A mich~discussed question is whether the age of the parents at the
time they seek to adopt a child is prognostiec of the adopbion outcome, On
the one hand, some maintain that it is undesirable for an infant to be adopted
by a mother who 1s over forty or by a father vho is over forty-five, while
others say that couples who want to adopt children should not be denied that
privilege because of their age.

TABIE V
AGE AT THE TIME OF ADOPTION

Tusbands Wives

Age Range Number Por cent Rumber Per cent
: :

20 - 24 1 L 2 8

25 ~ 29 L 16 5 20

30 - 34 8 32 8 32

3% - 39 .6 o 9 %

L0 = Lk L6 2, 1 A

The highest age for the husband was 43, and for the wife LO. The
lowest age for the husband was 2L and for the wife 22, The average age for
the husband was 3.7 and for the wife 32,1.

Although the age group falls predominantly within the 30 - 3L range,
there is no significance with respect to outcome, since we observe the
flexibility of the agencies processing these adoptions up to the age of L3.
The finding would appear to indicate a neutral attitude. This allows for

souples of various levels of maturity.
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A major concern of child placement agencies is for the health of the
adortive parents. This 1s studled both to protect the health of the child
and to take all reasonable and feaslble precautions againgt risking the
early death or disablement of an adoptive parent. The procedures required
are that adoptive parents be given medical examinations and tests befure their
petitions could be granted, All the records contained staterents sigmed by
a physiciane~often their own, that the parents were in good health and free
from conteglous digease,

OCCUPATION |
It is often gssumed that adoption 1s chiefly undertaken by people in
the upper and upper middle classes as these are indicated by occupation,
incomes and educetion, One finding indicated 4in the literature on adoption
is that, although trangeracial couples are represented along the whole socio-
econordc spectrum, they tend to be over-represented in the upper social
stratun,55 When the fathers! usual occupations were classified under the
categorles listed in Table V, this assumption receives full support. Occupatiaj
positions were classified according to Witmer, 2?.&?:'56

55
Flizabeth Shephard, "Adovting Negro Children," The New Rerublie,
(MQ 20, 1%), 10-124

%w, et al. Py 860




TABLE VI
OCOUPATION OF HOUSEHOID HEAD
AT TIME OF PIACEMENT

Usual Occupation Housshold Hend , N¥unmber Per cent

Primary professional and top managerisle-doctor,
professor, scientist, minister, major executive
in large company., 7 28

Lerge proprictary and top sales--manager, bond or
insurance agent broker, real sstate agent or broker,
large export, construction analyst.

Secondary professional--school teacher, sooisl worker,
librarim, T.V. reporter, mechanical engineer, g : 20

Skilled labor, white collarw-bookkeeper, computer
technicim, electrician, T.V. repalr, professional
interior decorator. 5 20

Semi=-skilled labor, service and lower white collarw-
garage mechanic, farmer, plpe orgen techniclen.

Ungkilled laborw-laborar.
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The analysis of outcome, as can be seen, shows there is a significant
concentration in higher status occupations. If there were to be any group
gingled out as showing a ™o yileld", it would be the "laborer" group.

The major notion one obtains from a review of these statistics is
that it may not be so much an occupational status which plays a great signifi-
cance, but rather the factor of stability of employment. It 1s the memns to
be sble to count on & good income which gives a certain kind of security and

positicn 4o sccept the burdens of adopting a childs As indicated by age,
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the majordty of the group would just have gtarted in their positions within
relatively few years before the time of asdoption,

Whet are some of the inferences which seem come to mind? Adoption
seens more difficult to accormplish for a low income group. Perhaops another
explanation of the data is that a profeasional staff tends to create uneven
apmroaches to varlous groupings using certain cultural and class values.
thile poliey has become mors flexible, it may be that couples with higher
stability of employment would have attributes which are more sonsistont with
current valmes held by profession.

Wether 1% ic due tc nerceiving this ¥ind of zdontion 25 rurely for
a highly prefesuionel elass 1o much too early to say, becouse of the small
populations

Yo direct or specific probing was directed to the area of income; the
reason shmply beinz that it could likely distort gome of the deasired informatim
bacsuse of its sensitivity. The agencles! policies are flexible, whereby
econonle responsibilities are sufficient for the child, In observing the
oceupetiona of parents, one can easily deduce that they cen provide far above

the average needs of a c¢hild.

EDUCATION

In view of the occupational distribution, it is not surprising to
discover thet the educational achievement of this pogmlation (Table VII) is
also exceedingly high.
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TABIE VII
FDUCATIONAL ISVEIS OF HUSBANDS AND WIVES

~Yhisbands Wives
Fdueation Number Per: went Farboey Per cont
Some High Sehool 1 L 3 12
Completed High Sehool 3 12 L 16
Some College P9 3% g 32
Bacheloris Degres i 5 | 20 9 36
Professional or /dvanced Degz-eﬁi 7 28 1 L

As the table indicates, the lowest sducational level for the
hugbands is one year of high school and three years for the wives. Three
husbands and four wives completed high school. Nine husbands had two or more
yvears of collepe, and eight wives had one or more years of college. Five
husbands obtained their bachslor's depree while nine of the wives received
the same, Seven husbands and one wife reached their professional or advanced
degrees.

Some hold that social casework is based to a good degree on commmnicae
tiong thal those who are more skilled in articulatinge~presumsbly the better
educated--would tend to be more effective in results than the less educated
group, Equally, it has been observed that those of higher socic~economic
stabtus and greatsr education often hold bock from secldng help in personal
digtress, tending to a certain imdependeces Creedon et al. indicated in their

gtedy thet individuals with gpramser schioccl eduecstioms or less were more rocal
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and descriptive in their evaluation of an experience than those of higher
backgrowmds .57 Another inference can Wiely folleow that those better educated
would heve more exnosure %0 cerbtaln nsvchologiesl agrects of chulld-rcaving
go a= to dsclose more arresl to the profescion.

Although the educatlicmal level for the adopbive parents is very

favovradle, it should be pointed out, however, that there are always nworous
excentions to trends such as these, and we cannot make infallible rredictions

for sy one case.

REIIGION
Characteristic of our times is a strong trend towards a prophetic
and ethical stance, cleansing institutions of racist attitudes, and producing
greater comritnent to social snd political sction within the Churches.’C
In our limited study a response to this call seems Lo have soie
application. Cheracterdsbic of thess couples is the abasence of any strong
religions preferences There seems to be a concentratlon more on samencas

than on differencez. Rother than eny formally strict religlous comriciions,
there is revesled a deep conviction concerning the brotherhood of man and a

576‘. Creedon, Bs Xutner, and A, Togo, Reactlon of Older Clients to
Short~Term Commu__%é ; Peper presentel at the Annual Forum, ine National
onference o 121 Work, Chicapo, Illinois, Jme 3, 1955,

58 mald Re Shemor, "igpend Soclal Rolitical Roles, Churches Told,®
Chicago Daily News, July 19, 1968, ps 10
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keen awareness and acceptance of equal rights for all., Thomss E, Banmett
brings to foecus this practical approach,

Our roots are burded in the mainlands of five continentse.

The gldn that covers us is in shades of red, vellow, black,

white and browme The good lord, in His wisdom, created us

with diversity rather than uwniformity. One race. . . the

hvimen reces We are all God's childrens « ebrothers beyond

loods o ¢Man has sowed the seeds of hatred and the seeds

of hatred have borne bitier fruibt. « « Jhat is the answer?

Brotherhood is the answer. £ «the only answer. Hankind musgt

seek brotherhood or perdish. 9

Our population indlcates couples of many religious groups; for
practical purposes the categoriszation is made according to the three general
grouningse.

The legislative rhilosorhy of the Strote of Illinois is that religions
matching should be practiced where practicable, but not where it means that
placement 1s delayed or the child placed in an otherwise less suitable heme,éo
However, most of the private denominational agencles ensure that religious
lines will not be crossed, even when it means that placement will be delaysd
or the child placed in a less sultable home.

In religion, the great mejority of couples were Protestant. Four
‘couples represented a "mixed marriage": two as Protestant-Catholic combination

and two as Jewlsh~Protestant.

59
Thomas E., Dennett, "Operation Brotherhood,” Our Sunday Visitor,

October 6, 1968, Vols IVII, Now 234 PpPe 2=3s

60Minutes of the Meeting of the Adovtion Information Service,
Chicago, Illincim, September 12, 1567.
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TABIE VIII
RELIGION OF ADOTTIVE PARENTS

Religion Humber Fer cent

Protestant g 11 h
Catholle § kL 16
Jewish " 16
One Jewish, one Protestant ; 2 8
One protestant, one Cstholie ; 2 8
No Religion ; 2 8

This would seem to indicate that the mejority of the couples are
religiously ordented. 4t no time could it be eb&ax&ad that these individuals
were of missionary ocutlook with purpose of malking conversions to their own
beliefg., Of course, what could be the exception would be the clergy who
adopted, However, one factor seemingly could be inferred that religion is
of significant meaning, Seventy-six per cent of the pasrents professed a
gingle religion. Three families who were of mixedwreligion would alternate
in attexﬁing each otherts church. "lMixed-marriage" is often ciﬁéd as a
possible cause of home difficulties and, possibly, of poor soecial emotional
adjustment on the part of the children concerned, Our study does not sube
gtantiate this suspicion.

On the besis of these findings the majority are formelly commected

with churches and very low on no religious belief.




ORGANIZATIONS

Qur socliety witnesses an ever increasing growth of large-scala
organizations as being characteristic of the times. These are used as an
instrument in the expressed realization of group goals and in terms of their
obligationz to affect group behavior in the diverse needs. Thesc forces
at times profoundly affect modern society.Sl

It i1s becoming inereasingly clear that the behavior of man

is influenced in a large measure by the social groups of

which he is & member or to which he refers. The inverest

of the soclal scientist in groups is wuéguttwaaad by

problema that are recognized by everyone.

The reasons for affiliation snd noneaffiliation can be attributed
to many faetors, some of which probably touch on fairly deepw~seated attitudes
towards the emphasisg or de-smphasis of the racisl heritage of their children,

In general our particular interest iz to view the significancs of
crganizational factors as they affect the adoptive famlly, if any. The parents|
were requested to select five organizations, according to their personal family
importance, in which memberships are held, For practical purposes, four
general organizational groupings are used: church, political, professional,
and socials These are defined rather loosely according to common interest
and purposes The church organization is considered as involving participation

in religious and social activity., The political organization is taken as one

&Alvin We CGouldner, "Organizational Analysis,® Soeiolo% Today,

eds Rs X, Morton, L. Broom, l. S, Cotirell, Jr., (New York and Fvemston:
Herver and Row, 1959} s PDa L00w27.

) 62Jolm K, Hermphill, Group Dimensions (Ghio: The Chio State University,
195@), Pe 1.
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espousing certain philogophies in accordance ith our tenets of democracy.
A professional organization demmds a participation to pain knowledpesble
information for proper service and for gelf-immroved social-econorde security,.
A socizl orgenimation is defined as agsociated primarity with family establishe
ment and its support within onets owm comamity and with welfere improvement
of famllies within the comamity.
TABIE IX
ADOPTIVE COUPIE'S MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATIONS
CONSIDERED AS WIMPORTANT®

Preference A Humber , Per cent
Church | 7 26
Political 5 20
Professional 6 2k
Social L 16

To this point the data indleste that the majority are o religlous
oriented group., It is not suwrprising to find twenty-cight per cent choose
church organizations as prime interest. Of cowrse, vhat rmst be noted that
three adoptive parents are ministers. The twentr per cent of the families
involvement in the so~called politicsl ormanizations is related to the amount
of dissatisfaction with the existing system and 2 neccasgary condition for
changes The nemes of the organizations are indicative of their operation:
"Citizens Commmity for Human Rights", *"Egual Opportunity iousing®", "Iebor
Conference of Civil Rights", "Iszdership Council for Hetropolitan Open




Commmities,” and "Operation Breadbasket®, They are involved in certain
constrmuetive usa of tension in situsbtions to move the commmity toward
squality of trestment. Thelr participations are apneals to value themes which
Arevicans penerally share. Better Jobs will dncrease educational motivation
and educations] achievemont where the commmity's relations are bettered and
sound econorric security is enjoyed. They are peovle who in some way play the
role of 2 sociologist apcording to I»br}mad.sz These organizations are com~
mitted to racial desegration end attempt penuine commamication by bridging
gaps of misunderstanding through sincere persustion. Of cowrse, they are not
without sensitivitles amd at times 1t is tough to hang on under epithets of
of "Honky" end "whitey get sick?. {(In strictly pelitieal party affiliation,
16 per cent are Democrats; 2k per cent are Republicans end Ll per cent are
Independents with no commitment to neither party but selecting on party
performance. Sixbeen per cent disclosed no party preference, indicating more
an attitude as politics being something sesondary in nature to the fardly
intorests.) To generalime, the 2 per cent of thse mrofessional organizations
which cover medieal, engineering, and scismtifioc ete,, wonld be more in
direction of social-economic famlly security. The 16 per cent sssociated with
social organizations are couples who contribute to social needs of commnity
welfare and assist in own responsibilitiess Their work can be charzcterized
as to push carts through hosritals; help clean slumsy teach underprivileged
echildrens feed foundlings; help in youth organization and collect money to

- 63J. ¥emneth Morlomd, "Rece Relations Activities of Sociologistas,®
Scﬁielo% %r)x_ Agtion, eds Arthur B. Shostak, (Homewood, Illinois: The Darsey
a2,y 3 DPs 23‘38;
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fight digease. The orpanizations are the following: "House Services",
Vohmteer Service Corps", "American Women Volunteers®, and "Trms-raclal
Adoptive Perents®, The letter has formed tuc and half years hence at Iske
Bluff Children's Home., Thelyr purpose iz to agsist one another in any new
problems they experience, It is interesting to note that those who generally
dislike any type of organizetion claim it interferes with their privacy
end famdly 1ife. In other words, there seems to be an element of choice. If
the organization meets certain needs at a given moment, they will participate;
but this participation is not an irrevocable committal, and it can be wlthe
drawn, It is well to indicate that the majority of the grovp named only three
organizations.

Thus, it seems that the fact of adopting a Negro child is not
necessarily totally linked to social action in organizations. Theve is
indicated a high concentration of political independence with no commitment
to any political party., Many research problems remain to be solved before we
can begin the task of clearly specifying contrasts in sueh a general populationg

LOTIVATION

Thisz study examined facicrs that adoplting couples report ss being
Important in their decigion to adopts. Thus, what we have are data as to
what the parents themselves were conscious of, and of what, among these fmc'box;
they were willing or able to inform us. There are studies which altempt to
aggess motivations whideh distinguish trans-racial parents as persons without
mjwiic:e.&* A gurvey of householiers in upstate New York indicates that

.

oL
dudd ¥armor, chodwmeamiec Aspects of Trausrac Maptima
in Socisl Work benesibe (s Tomkr  Golumnis Uo Prosas S0, o
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persons ' motivations tend to apnrove of trans-racial adoptions but believe
that most others do not apprm.és Ve have various social forces whieh
operate and often influence people in thelr desire to adopt or beget own
children. Fanshel notes,

For some middle and upper-class families, having three or
more children may serve as symbols of status and economic
stability., For others whose upward social mobility hes

been rather dramstic--it may conversely appear that having
large numbers of children is symbolic of poverty, illitersey,
lack of sophistication about contraception, old-fashioned
gbttachment to religlous scruples and bharriers to selfw
improverent and a higher standard of living. Obviously, it

depends uwpon the socisl context within which the individual
eperategéas well as subjective factors in his or her backe

g::amd.

Motivation in Adoption--(eneral clasgifications are made of the
reagons the adoptive parents gave for wanting to adopt a Bleck child, For
the most part, these pointa are expected to be different in some degree since
this 1s a relatively new form of adoption.

TABIE X
PARENTAL SEIF-REPORTED MOTIVES
IN DECISION TO ADOFT

Deseription of Motivation ~ Tumber ~ Per cent

Wishing to love and to be loved by child k 13 52
Difficulty in child bearing « 5 20
Sharing home with child "Hard to Place" | L 1%
Rocial bies especially towards Hlack pecple ? 3 12

658Attitudes Towerds the Adoption of Children of Miwed Race," Child
Adoption, 4O (Swmer/utum 1962) p. 23.

66David Fanshel, A Study of Negro Adovtions (New York: Child Welfare
Ieague of Mmerica, Inc., s Pe 10e
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The division, however, is not as clear as these fipgures make it
aprear, gsince practically all parents gave more than one reason for adopting.
Fifty-two per cent of the couples menifested wanting to adopt the child "to
love and be loved", to give contimuity to the nuclear family, Some who,
according to their own expressions, adopted because of their need for children
already had children, Thus, most of those who clited their need to have a child
as the motivation for adoption slreedy completed the requirementsz of a family.
In the instance of those twenty per cent who mentioned diffieculties as to
fertility, all were not absolutely ruled ocut medically from having their own
childrene Sixteen per cent adopted becsuse of sympathy for a child being
fhard to place®s. Twelve per cent reported that they decided to adopt due to
a digtinet bias towards the Black child, The idea of "brotherhood of man®
was much inter-linked with motivation as mentioned under "Religion®,

mi".ivatim is always a gignificant factor in any adoption, bub in the
White~Black type closer attention should be given. A knowledge of motivation
does not come easily, it becomes menifest through the personts total experienced
Its final clarification is an outgrowth of the parents! maturdty, capacity
for ingight, and projection into the frustretions of the mrospective future.

The significant question is why the rising interest in these varticular
adoptions, over and above the desire to give love to and receive love from a
childe A meaningful fact was disclosed by Mrs. Sellsrs of Children's Division,
that since the beginming of 1968, in general fifty white parents have applied
for adoptions. Of this number, twenty have been approved, and eight of these
couples requested a Negro child ST There seems to be an interest in giving

675mm with Mertha Sellers, Sectional Supervisor, Cook County
Public Aid Dept., Chicago, T1linois, June 28, 1968.
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not only to the child, but &lso to a disquieted soeiety, what they possess

md enjoy in their own lives, Thes new trend scems to be an open expression of
the white conscience semsitive to polarizing the relations between two
commmities, whereby shite attitudes are at least as important as white deeds6|
fo prevent open breakdown, the white man is willing to denounce and even
oppose 8 system that has infyinged upon the cardinal tenet of democracy.
However gullty or imperfect, the new resolve centers on a %lot of litile
efforts by lots of paople" for a genmine relationship between white and
Hlack commmity members.

FAMILIAL REIATIONSHIP

The factua] deseription of the families through previous chapters
serves a convenient reference point in locating them in apace, time, and
behaviorally. We have seen some of thelr functions es individuals and as a
part of their commmities. On this besis certain tentstive hypotheses emerge.
With the forthcoming material we delve into the famlly!s stabllity and plan

of adoption.
TABIE XX
WUMBER OF YFARS MARRIED
Bumber of Yesrs Morried Number Per cent
Tange
2 = lj years 2 8
g =9 years 6 2L
10 -1 years 411} 56
15 =19 yesrs i 3 12
!
Divorce rate previous to mresent marriage | 1 b

wmyard Rustin, "The Isssons of the Iong Hot Summer,? The Commemtary
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Ag the data indicate, the couples' lesst vears in marrisge are two.
The hipghest number of years in merriage by a couple are eighteen. The
mean years of marriage for the group as a shole is 10,5,

In terms of marriage, this is an extremely stabls group. Of the
twenty-five families interviewed, the present marriage was the first; for all
but one wife it was the second, The low divorce rate smong these couples
sugpgests the possibility that such couples reveal littls evidence of social
pathology. It should be pointed out that agencies do not eategorically reject
applications purely on the basis of divorce. UWalle some agencies do not
eliminate divorced gpplicants as & matier of policy, it is posasible that
social workers temd to look with suspicion upon those who have a history of
marital instablity. We have no way of lnowing the number or type of parents
whoge applications for these type of adoptions have been refused.

Yore importent than the formal stability of the marriage, was the
impression given of commmnication between the partrers. This was indicated
by the experienced steaff of the asgencies and by the limited contact of the
researcher, In these homes, each parent had specific duties that he carried
out apnropriately and without evidence of "working at it%, while in areas of
ghayed responsibility they simply and harmoniously performed as a teams Fach
had status,; both in his own syes and in the eyes of his spouse. Family life
was carried out with a certain naturalness and sase even under normal duress.

The hugband and the wife were proud of each other and sensitive to
each other's needs. They indicated this quality in natural, unaffected ways,
not by stereotype statements. It was evident in the secwrity with which they
discussed theilr individual points of view, in their freedon to differ, and
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had spoken, they made clear their satisfaction with their husbands and their

in their mutual reaspect for each other's point of view. UVhen the mothers

egteen for them, and they presented themselves as women whose husbanda loved
and esteemad them.

Eagh member of the fardly en)oyed each other's companionship, but
they also had geparate interests and activities., They did not use either
their minimal outside interest or their joint reereational sctivities as a
substitute for close family life, nor did the parents! outaide interests
interfere with their essential mothering or fathering roles. Their emotionall
needs were not such that the parents made excessive demands on the children
or attempted to hold them too close.

Decision to Adopt~-The parents found it difficult to recall who
thought of adoption first. there one parent specified, it wes usually with
the reservation that he or she had read, heardy or seen first, but both had
decided together. Neverthless, when one perent was named as the initistor,
it was usually the wife,

TABIE XII
FAMILY PATTYRY OF INITIATING DISCUSSION OF ADOPTION

Initistor Numbex Fer cent
Can't remember or both 13 52
Wife 9 36
Hugband 3 12
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Only in one case was there mention of some family disagreement, In
this family the wife wanted to adopt, but the husband wos reluctant. Heve,
too, howover, it is possible that the docisiomswere not as unenimous as
they would sprear. In view of the dissension existing in & mumber of families
in comnection with emphasis or dewemphasis on the child's dual racial heritape,
it is possible that in scme cases one of the parents passively acquiesced to
the other's wishes, rather than being a full partner in the sct, Of course,
the aglternate possibility alsc exists that the piciure presented by the pamtq
is accurate, that both parents were in full agreement. In this case, where
dissension now appeared, it would be a development that had ocourred after
the adoption, as parents became more aware of some of its implications.

Consultation Prior to Adoptlonw-=jAlmost two thirds of these adoplers
did not consult anybody before meking formal spplication, snd of those who
did, the majority consulted one or the other of the sixteen adoptlon agencies.

TABLE XIII
COMSULTATION PRIOR TC ADOPTION

Porson Consulted Nomber q Fer_cent
Nobody 16 6l
Adoption Agency 6 % 2l
Other (parent, minister) 3 % 12

Thus, as has been noted, most couples did not consult their parents,
friends, neighbors, ete., but regarded the decision as one strictly concerning
themselves, Vhere they did seek outside advice, they turned to those who had
first-hand expsrience with Negro child adoptiona.
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Source of Muareness of Aveilability of Childw-The usuzl mammer in
which paremts became aware of the availability of Wegro children was in the
majority through the news modia of T.V., radis, nesspapers, ind magazines,
which amounted to 60 per centj whereas 2l per cent learned through adoption
agencies and 16 per cent through professional contaects,
TABLE XIV
SOURCE OF AWARENESS OF AVAIIABILITY
OF NEGRO CHIID

Source Hhamber Fer cent
News media, T.V., radio,

newspapers, snd magazines 15 60
Adoption Agencies 6 2k

Profegaional contacts L 16

It ean easily be noted that this new social phenomemon seems to be
covered and is receiving notable attention by the news media in view of the
large mention of thisz source.

Association of Indicators with the Hegro~~Practicslly in 2ll instances
some previous experience of the adoptive couples tiwough the years involved
gome goclal contact with Black peoples. The relationship seemed to be from
occagional to regular, in periods of time. These experiences varied from time
spent working within the "Perce Corpa" in African countries to professional
services rendered zs doctors, minigters, =md social workers. £ sizeable
per cent have worked at voluntary services at hospitals where Eleck children
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were patients, Some of these parents have worked with mixed youth groups
comnected with church or social agencies., In three instances the couples
acted as baby-sitters for their NHegro friemds.

TABIE XV
PREVIOUS ASSOCIATION WITH NEGRO CHILDREN
BY ADOPTIVE COUPLES

Frequency Number Per cent

Regular 16 6l
Occasional 8 32
None 1 b

Age Prefarence--~thare a preference for newborn or very young bables
was expresged, most parents usually remarked that the younger the child, the
eagier the integration into the family. There was alsc the fear expressed
that children who were not given 2 home at a very young age could suffer as
a result of unwise or multiple foster home placement with deleterious effects
on their later development.

TABLE XVI
AGE OF CHIIDREM AT PLACEMENT

Ape Flsced Humber Per gent

Uhder 6 months 12 L8
6 Months = 2 years i 10 : Lo
Over 2 years l 3 12

s o
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Almost half the children who were placed into adoption were under
aix months, Isss than half were between six months and two vears, =md threc
were a few ménths beyond two years.

Sex Preferencew--Preference for male births in our culture demonstrates
the importance placed upon "blood ties"-efor exarple, naturzl parents tend to
prefer bovs over girls, at least for their first child., Adoptive parents on
the other hand, tend to prefer girls over boys, Rael Jesn Issad states,

Dre Kirk, again through his questionnalres, sought to digw
cover the meaning of the preference for girls on the pert
of the would-be adoptive parents, One explanation often
offered hes been thel women are the mime movers behind a
daciszion to adopt girls. But through questioning women
both before and after they hai children, Dr. Kirk found
that women tended to prefer the sex of the child they
already hed--not really to prefer girls or boys as such,
He wes laft with the conclusion that adoptive parents,
particularly the adoptive father, share commmnity attitudes
about the isportence of preserving bleod lines. Girls,
whose names are changed anyway with marriage, represent
mch legs of a threat to the family nome® than boys. 4
girl would then become the cmpmg;se o Iution for both
parents as they turn to adoption,™

The adopters in our study, however, show only a slight preference for
female children.
TABIE XVIX
SEX PREFEREICE

Preforred Sex Humber Per cent

Girl 11 Ll
;

Boy ; 9 i 36
§

Indifferent | 20 | 5
4

O91ssac, Adontine a Ghild Today, pp. 168-69.




there a preference for ome sox or the other wns mentioned, this wes
usuelly attributed to the axisting family constellation; e.g., one fadly
wanted o givl becuzse they already had Tw beve, In three eases, the reason
given for preferring one sex or the other were practical; e.g., the farily
alvewly had the ¢hild'ts elothing., A ferr parents rentionsd they had chosen
2 boy or a girl because they liked children of that sex. In short, from what
we were told, there seemed to be no comection between preference for one
gex or the other and the children's racial heritsge.

Skin Color Preference~-In the question of intemracial adoptions a
frequently expressed opinion is that sgencles tend to be congiderate of
arplicante ' requests =5 to color. This would suggest that white couples would
have some reservations for their adontion plamming., Fmnshel in his study
stated,

Color as a factor in the soclel status gystem of the legro

comamity has been recognised by Fragier, lYyrdal, Kardiner,

Davis and Dollard. Pragmatic erperience makes it hard to

believe that most workers would not kmow that the antecedent

effect of slavery and the conbempoprary impact of racial dise-

er:hainaﬁi% have tended to make both Yegro and white conscious

af color,.

The detr dlsclosed in this lirmited nopulation(Table XVIII) would
tend to smuprort the view that the meaning of skin color as a factor in
adoption is cormlex, rather thar slmple in analysis. There seems to be no
homogeneous attitude which would seen to underlie the adoptive parents! request

of preferenca.

OPmshel, pe 35
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TABLE XVIII
ADOPTIVE PARENTS' SKIN COIOR MREFERENCE

Preference Jhumber - Per cent
Dark 5 | 20
Light 9 3%
Indifferent | 1 bk

‘There geems to be no significant relationshin shoun between skin color
and the adoptive parents! c¢hild preference. Seeringly the dsduetion can be
inferved that these parents are able to plan effectively repgardless of the
variocus color shades in the children. In the requast fbr a light color child
the reasons given generelly related to the child's future welfare, They would
not want to take one that would look so different as to cause mich comment mnd
in time place undue pressure upon the child, Agsin those whio nade & preforence
for a dark child stated that, once having made a racial choice, the matter of
color would be of lesser significance.

Cther Children of Adoptive Favents--The collected data here refer
to the mumber of children that were in the home of the adoptive parents at
the time of adoption. This took into consideration their own natural born
of fepring and those who were alrendy adopted into the Tamily.

A frequent question raised agbout adoptions concerns the presaes of
other children in the home, egpecially natural children of the adoptive parents

>
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TABLE XIX
OTHFR CHIIDREN IN ADOPTIVE FAMILY
AT TIME OF PIACEMENT

Children in the Home Number _FPer cent

#Oun ™ 8 i 32

Adopted 5 20

Both "own" and adopted 6 ‘ 2

No other children 6 2l
—

In all cases where any other children in the famlily were 2able to
understond, the parents stressed that they consulted them about thelr plans.

In about 80 per cent of the families who had children in their
homes, the reaction of the siblings posed no problem=-they were either too
young to understand or else accepted the plan enthusiastically. The most
frequent way of preparing the children was having the children "share in'"
making the decision to adopt. A gingle form of discusgion of questiona and
ansers, explaining to the child he would be sharing his home with child who
had none. In four families, however, one or more children did express some
anxiety about having a Negro child in the family, In general the children's
hesltation was only temporary.

Some people feel that it may be a disadvantage to have both natural
and adoptive children in the same femily, No differemnces in owerall adjustment
could be associated with mixing natural and adoptive children as vindicated by

ouy population.
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The desire and need for children seemed to pley a significant role in
their lives, particularly for the wives. Only two couples mentioned thot
they had ever congidered not having any children, end thelr situation was
atypical., Most reported that, at the time of marriage, having many children
was one of their goals. In gome caseg the parents considered their present
farilies far from complete. The enphasis on the importance of children
suggested becomes clearer when we exarine gome attitudes expressed. The
percentage of part-time working wives in our population is very small, i.e.,
8 per cent. lost wives, when questioned about their future plgns, categori-
cally replied that they had no inbtention to return to work full time. This
is in spite of the fact that many of these wives had undergone professional
treining, If any conflict of career vs. marriage existed in this group, it
was not expressed. The wives, too, seemed to display a gemeral disinclinatlon
to leave their children with baby-sitters.

Their recreational patterns, too, seemed to be homewcentered. The
primary interests of both seemed to be reading, listening to music, watching
TeVe Some of the husbsnds reported recreational interests outslde of ithe
home, e.g«y golf, temnls, bowling, handball, etc. Most of the wives #eemd
eontent to pursue thelr hobbles at home: painting and sewing.

Plans for the future disclosed a heavy investment in their children.
Alnost all the parents hoped that their children would receive a high form
of education, at least college, Uthile these families might be celled child-
centered, a chance observation sugrested that these children did not rule the

families by any means. Oenerally, the parents had no problem of control of
their lively childrem duying the interviews,
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In their attitude to their children, too, most parents strongly
insisted on their childrents right to fulfill their own capacities =md choose
their own pathss. FParents mipht degire a eollege education or 2 certain type
of marriage, but the children had the right and obligation to choose for
themselves.

In stressing the qualities of independence or self-relimce, we should
not give the impression that these parents had achieved a state of perfection,
or even sorenity es indieated during family interviews. In instances there
was display of uncertainty and, at times, manifest signs of conflict in
hendling certain aress of their livés. What seemed to characterize them,
however, was the strong convictign that confliet had to be resolved in terms
of immer goals and valuesy the correct answer wms one that is right for them
specifically as individusls.

Digtance of Husband and Wife Fronm Parents-~To determine whether these
parents are more or less socially isolated from their families, we used the
two following messures.

TABIE XX
GEOGRAPHIC DISTANCE OF HUSBAND AND WIFE FROM PARIITS

Hisbands Wves
Distance in Miles Humber Por cemt Number Per cent
Isss than 25 . % b g 15
26-100 3 12 5 i 20
101500 - L 9 e 36
Yore than 500 5 20 L .
Deceased and no mm 2 8 3 : 12

k)
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The teble indicates that 20 per cent of the wives =nd husbands reslde
twenty five or less miles away from their parents. Twenty per cent of the
wives and 12 per cent of the husbaxslive from 26 to 100 miles from their
parents. Indicating a grester degree of isolation from the parents, within
the range of 101-500, are the LO per cent of the husbands and 36 per cent of
the wives,

Prequencies with which Families Vigit Parents—-Geographical distence
from parents obviously is not synonymous with soecial ddstance, since close
family ties mey exist even though distmce separates the family, One way of
assessing the degree of soecial intersction between edopting couples and their
parents is to leam how frequently they visit each other.

TABIE XXI
FREQUENCY OF ADOPTING COUPLES VISIING PARTNTS

Frequency of Visitation Tumber Peyr cent

Weekly 1 ks
Not weekly but at least once a ‘

month 3 12
Once or several times a year 15 60

Hever or deceasged

6 2

It mgt be understood, however, that greater distance from parvents
tends to be an inhibiting factor. This suggests that the 60 per cent who
f£a11 within the range of living more than 100 miles away from porents have a
low frequency of visitation. Also must be emphasized the fact that the largest
proportion, R.e., 60 per cent, visit parents once or several times a year.
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Grandparents! Beaction to Adoptione—-A plurality of the grandparentg=
Li0 per cent——can be listed as favoreble. These with indifferent attitudes
mount to about 2L per cent, which possibly could cover certain concealment.
Those unfavorsble ~mounted to 12 per cent. One husband expressed himself in
this way, "My famlly considered me always an odd-ball.® While one wife said
the following of the prrentst reaction, "This 1s precisely the sort of thing
you would do, much like today's college type.® The remainder fell within those|
who had no living parents or who had no family contact.
TABIE XXII
CRANDPARENTSY ACCEYTANCE OF THE ADOPTION

Reaction , , Number . Fer cent
Favorable 10 Lo
Indifferent 6 2L
Unfavorable 12
No living parents or no contact | 2

}

It can be seen that the majority of the grandperents approved the
sdoptions. The lack of positive gentiment in this population may simply be a
reflection of the fact that in meny cases the contact between the grandparents
axl parents was so negligible that the grandparents were simply indifferent.

As to the unfavorable responses of the grandparents, it can be noted that no
special threats were directed of any weight to be concerned,

In general, however, mogt parents in our population reported that other
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reletives were mostly indifferent to the adoption, or in other words, “couldn't
care less.®

These various factors (frequency of visitation, attitude toward
adoption, distence from parents and thelr attitude towsrd adoption, and
influence in adoption) when taken together suggest that the adoptive parents
are less tied, not only to the immediate family system, but to the total
linghip as well,

Humanism vs., Masochisme-Various theories and experiences of paychia=
trists, psychologists, and famlly counselors provide ideas on what to look for
at the lower end of the mental health scalet strikingly eccentric behavior,
overvhelming anxiety, excessive gullt deemed unhealthy.

Some agengies do not become involved in the placement of Hlack children
in white fardlieg, with the conviction that motives are in Freudian terms
crucial, The smituation is this: could some psychic mechanism cause iiiite
parents to undertake the m, irmposed on this soclety, of raising a chilid
of a different race? Vhen a question is treated in this way, the answer could
be disturbing, courting commmity disapproval and hostility., BEveluwating luman
nature, everyone has the;se‘drima to some degree; but if the couple's motiva-
tions are looked at in this way, some of the glamor of thelr candidacy wears
off. We see people no more than average who endure the challenge of avaryﬁay*ﬁ
problens. Some are apt to take on greater responsibility and function with
no abnormal behavior. According to Ison Saul,

It is hard to realize the extent to which people torture

themselves by the reaction of their own consciences, But
Just as we tend to undsrestimate the powsr of the consclence
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and its role :Lg human 1ife, so in other ways are avt to
overestimate,

that further must be noted is the nurmber of contacts of these varents
with the professional agency staff and the medical evalnations. Henece, with
any indications of negative behavior, these couples likely would not have
been considered,

Conclusion-~0n the basis of this population some tentative hypotiicses
about the dynamle characteristics of this pomulation is possible, These people
seen to be legs tied not only to thelr immediste fawmlly systems, but to the
total kinship systeny there is 2 caertain degres of detachment from the general
comamitys they have strong effective investments in thelr nuclesr families,
and place great value on individual development and self-realization.

What ayises here concerns the reliability and the validity of each
of these hynotheses. However, even if we are willing to make the assumption
that each of these hypotheses is separately walld, the tagk remzins of trying
to integrate them and 4o incorporate thew within a glven soclolegical frane-
work.

A murber of possibilities are avallable. We observe a certain
isolation from thelr families, their detachment to a degree from the community,
Thege zdded to the adoption of a Hlsck child might be considered as a part
of the syndvome of "anorde", which MacIver defines as "the breakdown of the
individualts sense of attachment to soeieby,"% In contrast to the self-
Alienation which is another essential characteritic of snomie, sccording to

r00n J, szl, al Matwrity (Fhiladelphia, Montreal: J.3s

Iippin@cﬁ‘b Veo, 196{} 3y Pe

| 19z0) 7;2_ Re M. MacIver, The Ramparts We Cusrd (Mew York: The Macrillan Co.,
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Srole, this group diaplays a strong affivmation of and capacity for behavior
which ig consigient with thelr individual norms, if not those of society,
Devisncy is not only 2 svmptow of meladjustnent, but it can also be an

indication of gutonomy., FPerhaps it is Riesman et sl. who have best drawn
the distinetion between smomie and autonomy, a distinction which may be vital
for am uvnderstanding of this group.

The autonomous are those who on the whols are capable of

conforming to the behavioral norms of their society - a

capecity the anormics uspuglly lack - but are free to choose

whaether to conform or not.

Any attempt at sociological formalstion is sugrestive, but it remsins
within the realm of speculation, The theoretical formmlations of "anomie®,
#antonorgy ™, md sslf-actualizing® sre complex concepts and mich further
investigstion of individual dynamics and variations would be necessary before
this population could be integrated within one or the other theory. Neverthe-
lesa, this speculation does provide a verspective from whiech to view our data,

and a starting point for future reserrche

731, Srole, "Social Integration and Certain Collaries: An Rxploratory

Study", American Scciologicsl Review, 1956, XXI, 709-16.

7%. Riesman, M Glager, and R Demmey, lhe Ionely Crowd (liew York:
Dcmhleda:v and GGA, 195&)3 D 27&&
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CHAPTER VI
THE CHILD!'S ALJUSTMENT

This chapter will provide opportunities for parents to express their
thoughls on the childls adjustrent and any anticipations they might have for
their child as he or she matures. It attempts to discover any unique
experiences of the families slso thoss anticipated or unantisipated, as they
carry oul thelr day-to-day astivities. The investipgation of anticipation in
this stbudy is much more exploratory and much less grounded on objective evide
than other aspeets of the study,

In approaching this material, we must remsmber that some of these
children were only recently born and placed into the homes at the time of
the study. Also none of the children go beyond the age of six, indleating =
relative short stay within the family. With this factor in mind, still
everybody wents to know how well these children develop md adjust. Thus, we
shall present informetion bearing on the adequacy of the adopted children's
functioming at the time the study was made.

Begides the information gathered from the parents, professional staff
and agency case records were used, We think that the sum of the information
sbout adjustrent is fairly dependable and as much as the civcumstances of this
short duration allow.

We tried both directly and indirectly to discover to what extent the
adoptive parents were satisfied or disampointed with the wgy the adoptions

were working out. As often happens, the indirect ways seemed rore deperdable,
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and the final estimate tool then M1y into z2ccount.
Special Problemg of Adoptive Prrents--in irdirect clue to porental
gsatisfaction was plemed Ly asking whet were the special yroblems of being
an sdoptive parernt in the case of the Negro child, The majority of the
parents, 8L per cemt, declared that there were no problems peeulisr to adoptive
parenthood, that it was no more difficult than rearing children of your own.
About 15 per cent of the sdontive perents mentioned one or more problems
specific b0 adopbive parenthood, The table below sugresta the main headings
under which the problems fell,
TABIE XXIII
PROBLEMS OF ADOPIIVE PARENTS

Tyve of Problems ‘ Number Par cemt

No special problems, same as r
any parents, just like "own® * 21 8L

é
Concern about special handling
of child (discipline, thumb-
sucking, rocking)s; special j
expectations for him L 16

o -

This table concerns cnild problems within the home proper; other

agpects will be treated In later material,
Tic Problem of Tellingw-The factor of "acknouwledgerment of difference®

is an important one.’> The problem of Ftelling® snd its ramifications is one

75&. Devid Kirk, Shared Fate: A Theory of Adoption and lMemtal He=lth
(Wew York: The Free Press of (lencoes, 100L), The @5:%;

-
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of the core issues in adoption. For wost parents confronted by the task it
poses a severe conflict. On the one hand, current social work policy and
populsr opinicn demends that the children be told as soon as possible. But
for the perents this technique is not the cure-all which it is usually
congidered, TFor the “telling® involvas a recogmition, irplicit or explicii,
that their childfs history

¥

mredates his residence in their fardly, that he
has had another set of parents,

In the case of our populetion, the situstion appears to be slightly
differents These parents do not bave the option of deciding whether or not

to inform their children thal they are not their genetic children. Hather,

the sdop’ti;xg parent decides not whether to inform but how to handle the child 'a*
inquiries sbout physical differences. Almost all the parents in our population
are agreed on the prineiple that the children should be told about their
adoption and their racial heritaze.

However, Wien one conslders mere in detail how the child is to be
told, there seenm to b2 2 varisty of schemes, considerable indecision, and
gone family differences. As we have noted, this may be simply the result of
the pavrents' not lmowing how to deal with a problem that may higve not yet
arisene On the beals of our pomulstlon, it eppears that the fact of being
able to adopt a lesro child does not, of itsel?, solve the preblen of "ellingd

5iblings--Outeide the Normal problems of siblings within the frmily,
others were not observed, Ssemingly this would result fvom the closeness of
commmnlcation, one of dimcussion within a2 cloge fandly group, where children
were of an age to understand, Dach sdopted child was welconed and accepted

intc the family slmilar to & new-born.




Where there were older children in the family in our pepulstion,

prejudice and bigotry by the paventa were ir most instances digecussed and

resolved, These familiesz felt that thev shonld r~ive 211 their children, white
and non-white, some informstion on race, raclal myths, snd the different peopled
of the world, so that they would be able to answer qQuestions directed to them
by other childrens Four fardlies reported that they make snecial efforts to
broaden thelr soclial contacts with peonle of all vaces.

| School Adiugtment=--0T the whiole population, only four adophed cinlildren
are attending any tyme of aschool. WNevertheless, un to now there does not seem
to be any difficulty. On three otcasions the childran have been called names
by thelr peers, but in each cage the parents stressed thalt this did not create
a sericus problem and was settled by the children themselves.

In many vhere the children are of pre-school age, a note of ontindsm
prevails, Stress is lald on the recent interpretation of housing and school
integration by the Court. Although there is whel some may call a “white
back-lesin®, also with it comes Improved race relstions, and this will have
gone effect on the experiences of the children in the future., Some have
mentioned that their neighboring schools have no problems of simificance md
are haprily intecrated,

Porents! Intention or Attewt bto Teach Wegro Childts Identitve-The
parents have bean asked if they had tanght or plammed to tesch their ciildren
as to their racial-ethnic identitys To thiz question 00 per cent s2id ves,
and 20 per cent answered only if the child asks, (nly 8 ver cent sald no, and

12 per cent were not in sgreapns:t amongst themsolves,
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TABLE XXIV
PARENTS' ATTEMPT OR INTENTION
TO TFACH CHIID'S RACTAL-FTHNIC IDENTITY

Response Humber ‘t Per cent
Yes, like other children 15 60
(nly if child asks | 5 20
No § 2 ﬁ 8
Parents disagree 5 3 12

i

The present study provides litile data for understanding the relation-
ship between the child's idemtity and the parents' understanding of it,
However, this relationghip may be one of the more important considerations of
trans~racial adoptions. There is some information in the study that may be
utilized in speculating about the child's identity and the parents! relation
to it.e limited though it is, it may lead to a more complete investigation
of it.

There are certain social psychological situations which arise within
the farmily. It is likely that these differemces will lead the child to
relatively earlier questionings asbout his identity by distinquishing between
his biologleal parvents (2 reference group) md his social parents (a membership
group) according to Could and Kolb.7¢ Qae might roeise the question whether

TéJulius Gould end William L. Kolb, A Dictianary of the Social Sciences
(New York: The Free Pressxf (lencoe, 196115, Pe 500
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behavior patterns of minority groups arc sufficiently distinct so as to be
termed a separate "culture" or "subculture®., In the case of the Ameriean
Negro thig is the crucial question of the days Carmichael states, "His
blaciness is an ever-present fact of this racist society, whether he recopnigzes
it or not.®’! A mch less militant 78-year-old woman soys, "Being a legro is
no disgrace, but it sure is an inmnvenianca.'*78 Colle in treztment of the
issue points to the potential of a fsvorable future change in the Negro image/?
These few observations suggest that, at least for & large portion of the Negro
populetion, Negro experiences differ from those of the majority groun.

Obviously, the child removed from an impersmnal setting of institu-
tional care and provided with a family relationghip will develop identitics
end social skills for effectively dealing with his environment. Uherc the
parents are somewhat superior in their socio-econormic status, the ehili
receives an additional advantage. If the parents are able to assisi tie child
in his identity problems through childhood he ought to be well on his way
towerd making adquate adjustments.

T 3tokely Cermicheel ond Charles Ve Hamilton, Klack Power (lew York:
Randor: louse, 1967), pe Sk

78&»1:014. B. Johnson, "Negro Resctions to Minority Group Status,®
Recial and Dthnic Belations. ed. Bernmrd E. Segal, (New York: Thomas Y,
Crowell Co., 1000), ps 200

"PRoyal De Colle, "The Negro Image and the Mess Media," Dissertation
Abstracts, Cornell University, Sociology, Vol. 28, 1967-68, No. 1=3, p. 1150.
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Anticipation of Future Social Situstions--In the whole unexplored
area of Negro adoptions by white parents, the future is uncharted social
territorys UNone of our parents has any models from which to derive sugpested
direction, for none knows of any trans-raclal adepted children who have reached
adolescence, It is not swrprising, therefore, that for most of these parents
considerstion of the future is & source of umcertainty and some amxiety.

Parents! Anticipations Regording Dstinge-In respect to dating, opinion
is varied. A plurality of parents, l.e., 48 per cent, do not anticipate any
problens. Thirty six per cent of the parents think it will present s major
problems, The parents who disegree or can't snticipate are 16 per‘ cente

TABLE XXV
PAREWTSY ANTICIPATIONS REGARDING DATING

Responsge _Namber 7 _Ter cent

. 1 ‘
Mnticipate no problems % 12 L8
Anticipate major problems 5 9 36
Cantt anticipate or parents

disagree L 16

The parents who do not entieclpate any problems as to dating fesl that
soclety, ‘as never before, is changing in attitudes, especially a=fter civil
rights lagislation., They feel that the children as individuals already have
a more secure place in most commmnities. The parents who do snticipate raclal
rroblens In connection with dating will try t¢ prepare thelr children to
meet these problems by the development of internal fortitude or by specific
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religious orientation, In a few instances, the paremts hoped that the
children's pergonal attributes will be more important than their racial
background.

Parentst Expectations Regsrding Msrriasge--ihen the question of
marriaze to a white or not-white partner was posed, most of the disagreement
seemg 10 have cccured within femilies, rather than among families, The
general opinion was that there alweys will be problems with narroweminded
people, and much will depend where the childrem will be living at the uwime.

TABLE XXVI
PARENTSY EXFECTATIONS RECARDING MARRIAGE

Response - Humber —.
Race not lmportant, or
up to the children : 10 | Lo
Definitely white g 20
Parents disagree 10 Lo

‘ ]

Five of the families favored and hoped for inter-racial marriage for
all their children. The balance of the replies neither advocated nor rejected
inter-racisl marriage. All the families concerned felt that decisions on
marriage should be made by the two people concerneds A general hope was
expressed that their children would marry somaame of sensibility and intelli-
gence with whom they conld lead useful and happy lives, withou! regard to the
race or background of elther purtner.




Mscrimination Suffered By Parents-eMost of the parents, sbout 80
per cent, claimed that they themselves had suffered no digerinmination as a
result of the adoption. In two cases the husbands mentioned that their
employers made sone statemant to the effect “they wouldn't do it", but thab
their opinions had been expressed es individuals and had not affected thelr
reletions at works. Vhere hostility was reported, it was usually verbal. A
couple of parents reported that a2 few colleagues momentarily made them fael
uncomfortable at a professional meeting.

The parents antieipated some difficulties for the childremn, indiceting
that their strong love would prepare them for sny problems smd that they would
deal with the situation as it occurred.

Paople'!s Remarks as to Adoption--It may be pointed out thet no direect
meagure was taken of parent's sensitivity. A ststement bothering one parent
mey have no effect whatsover on another. Some were the following statements
made: ®You peoples are grest.? ®How will it work out?" %3pecial gift to love
somgone elsets child.® "Do vou think you!ll meke it?" What a goingwgmarm;ﬁ

The majority feecl some esbarrassment at effusive comremis, md think
reople Peam woll in thelr attitudes Also some fesl thelr comments are not
entirely without truth sincc they seted in doing somsthing that must be done,
ut which is not being done by everyone., But they feel that they have done it
for their owm happiness, and that they are "not all that wonderful.® Only a
low percentage felt hurt or troubled for s short time by some of the remarks.
On the shole, a rather large proportion do not admit to being disturbed by
remarks sbout edoptions The rerarks that are disturbing to parents are, of
course, orfented primerily to racial characteriatica.
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Parentst Advice to Prospective Adoptive Porents~-An additional
elue to parental satisfaction was shown by asking what advice these adoptive
parents would give to people who were thinking about adopting a Black ¢hild,
Often people will reveal indirectly, in answering such a question, reservae
tions t.hat they would not voice in talking sbout their own experiences The
advice given by the paremts in our population is roughly classified below
sccording to the problem area inwolved.
PARENTSY ADVICE TO FROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENTS

chmho‘hhwimtaadapt and love children.
Don't wait until vou're too old.

- Do not worry about taboos; opposition is small,
AMults rarely fight ehildren.

Conc the Child
t an ﬂm‘b;
Adopt more than onejy don't rear as only child.
Rezxr the child as owny love ag your own.

Saak adv:!.@e of elarg;man, lamr, doctor.
The comments center on the parents and the adopbion process rather

than on the c¢hild, which sugpests that satisfaction with the child wes over-
whelming and beyond the ordinsry as a prevailing mood., There wis & clear
consensuag on the advice given. The parents find much satisfaction in the
area of human relations, such as finding thet persons accept their adopted
child,
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A few characteristics are notable for the lsck of mention. No

mention was made of selecting a proper locale or avoiding certain locations,
Nothing was indicated as to the attitudes of the Hlack people as to this
form of adoptione

It is noteworthy to mention that the majority do not think agency
procedures to be a hindrances fBexibility can be employed to gain onels om
goal, Here 1t is stressed that certain difficulties presented by one agency
need not be the policy of the other.

Their emphasis on innmer strength and sslf-relisnce was a value that
these narents hoped to transmit to thelr children and to prospective adoptive
parents. In the question as to discrimingtion, they stressed internal forti-
tude rather than external protection. They considered it essential that their
children have » sense of identity and pride in selfs if others will not be
able to accept them for what they are, then it is the environment that is

wanting.




A few characteristics are notable for the lack of mention. lo
nention was nade of selecting a proper locale or aveiding certain locations.
Nothing was indicated as to the attitudes of the Hlack people as to this
forei of adontion.

It is noteworthy to mention that the majority do not think agency
procedures to be a hindrance; flexibility can be employed to gain one's own
goal. Here it is stressed that certain difficulties presented by one agency
need not be the nolicy of the other,

Their ermmhasis on imer strength and‘ gelf-reliance was a value that
these navents hoped to trensmit to their children and to prospective adoptive
parents. In the question as to diserimination, they stressed internal forti-
tude rather than external protection. They considered it essential that their
children have a sense of identity and pride in self; if others will not be
able to accent them for what they are, then it is the environment that is

wanbinge




(44

Our findings necessarily modify owr original tentative hypotheses
and seem to bear out that this population is indeed differemnt fronthqgmaral
population, possessing value characteristics mich stronger than those normally

found in our society.

POPUIATION TENTATIVE FINDINGS
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A1l tut few tended to live in commmities besyond the large eity.
Ro particular reason was glven for mking their choice, Each
gave evidence of having & atake in the commmity, an ability and
desire to inteprate, and an interest in the general welfare of
its mevbers. Yot they 2re largely independent of comamity
sentiment.,

Few of these parents have sy long term roots in the residential
commnities and sre lsrgely mobile group.

The group as to ethmice-national origing sesmingly exhibits high
sssimilation factors with weak subsystems.

These fomilies usually seem to be free from etimocentrism and to
be low on racism: They indicate clues to germiness and stabdlity
of apparently non-etmocentric families,

They tend to be over-represented in the upper ranges of the sociow
economle spectrum, i.e. in income, occupation, and edueation,

This group discloses low bias and a dgh tolerence toward others.

The majority are formelly comnected with clmrches snd with very
low on no religious bellef and #eep conviction on the brotherhood
ofiman, disclosing humanitszrian values.

Adopting & Blsek child is not necessarily linked to szoeial action
participation in civil rights orgmnizations as membership wve.
active participation.

They demonstrate a2 high ooncemtration of political independence
with no party commitments political labels are not vitally
gignificant,

In terms of marriage, this is sn extremely stable group insofar
as lack of divoree is concerned,
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PARENT TENTATIVE FINDINGS
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No common motivations could be directly attributed to the group
as basically characterisiic, although the majority, in different
degrees, hold a vhite consclence sensitivity uhereby they are
active in some form of civil rights participation, Generally
their motives tend to be humamitarian where values of the mdivi-
dual are stressed.

They disclose a reslistic appraisal of thelr capucity to accept
a Black child with personal gratification and as 8 humsniteydian
act without display,

The fathers of the family seemingly stand out as rather secure,
strong, respected and mach loved members of the famlly., The mo
appear to possess much strength and self-possession a8 well as
maternal strivings, reclizing thelr famlly roles and doing their

In the formal stability of the family, vhat seems of significance
i3 the relaxed and contimued eommmication betwesn husband and
wife oven under duress.

They seem t0 be home-focused parents, a Ynuclerr famdly®,

Although these parents galn professional counsel and information,
they are highly : of outside infiuences in home decisionsd
They diselosed an e~gerness Lo try new sociazl ildeas without fear
vhich mey serve as added values to soclety 23 eross-racial
sdoptions,

Infertility is not a major factor as most couples have owm
childeen and some plan to have more.

The parents indigate & high concentration of some previous or
present association with Black people through soedal and ocoupa-
tional inter-relationship.

The families! recreational patiterns seemed to be home-centered.

Seemingly the adoptive perents are less tied not only to thelr
immediate family aystems but to their totel kinship as well.

They disclose 2 sensitivity to Black children who ore "hard to
place® md least adopted; they identifly with the oppressed.
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COMMUNITY TENTATIVE FDNDINGS

1.
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It seems to be widely accepted by these parents that this form
of adoption lends itself in wome small way towards gemuine one-
to-one relationships with Blaok people. It also is regarded by
them as a key opportunity for the oconcermed white.

These parents seem to demonstrate a remewed quality of life, with
emphasis on the lmportance of the individual to socisty. They
demongtrate that the most neglected child is & gcommnity responsie
bility.

These couples seemingly underscore values of immer strength and
self reliance which they wish o transwit to their children;
internal fortitude rather than external protections They disclase
aa bellef that personal security is geined through love, under-
standing, and help received from within the family; e.g. "once I
Inew the adoption to be right for all concernedy I was willing

to sacrifice pogition, commmity, etc.®

They seem to individualize the child by attention to galn the

full potential of child's cepacity towards growth and developmemt.
The parents demonstrate confidence in thelr decisions around

¢hild training, allowing freedom of cholee. Chence obgervation
suggests that children within the famlily do not rule the home.

The majority of the pavents disclose agreement to teach each child
to seek his own identity.

The parents seem to find ramch satiafaction in having adopted a
Elsck child, They indicate it is no more difficult than rearing
*oun" child end recomrend it to wbhers.

There seems no apparsnt difference in overall adjustmemt of the
Black childs it eould be associated with mixing nsbtural and
adoptive children.

There seemingly is indiceted a high aprrovel and continued
asceptance of the family by grendpayents since adoption, and this
becomes more positive with tinme,

No commnity seens to disclose an open gign of rejection of the
family or child,

These commmities apparently show deepening "sense of commmity®
and new "ways of living together.”

The majority of these commmities seem to share similay
charscteristics in average or sbove average incomes, education, and]
occupational status,
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ke Integration is good for the comamity; we should come to prips
with the social problems now,

5« The immediate neighbors disclose a high concentration of mcept.maa“
of the family; ee.ge, "like the unexpected block birthday party for
our Bleek child.”

For the present, we are in a position where valuable data on hand do
not easily lend themselves to interpretation, The meterial yields tentative
hypotheses which come from one pér‘bicnlar rosearch project dealing with one
relatively small population. The direction of future research world be the
verification and generalization of our tentative findings by more definitive
loceation of cases and application of sundry technigquess

A prime significance for future research study is the white adovtive
family itself, Are thelr charscteristies simply general patterns of the class
level from which they come, or are these gemeric to all trang-raical adoptions?
By selecting responsibility for a form of adoption which is different, most of
these couples have baen placed in 2 very defensive position. How are they
different from inter-racial and intraracial adoptive parents of different
minority children?

The important trestment in this study is the eventual reaction of
these childfen to their racisl herltage, thelr identity snd thelr experience
ag adopted children of white parents in a family constellation., To what degree
will they be intermediary in forming positive racial relationships betwesn
white and Black?

The work of some sdoptive agencies whose practices radieally have
changed mst be recognized, There arc signs of orientation towards the rising
racial issues, and to what degree are they respongible In these adoptions?
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Is the interest of the agencies sufficient to have these forms of adoptions
increase and continue? lhet white families:could not secure Blasck children
for adoption?

These lirited observations are judements based on periods of experience]
and working within Cook County Public Aid, Chicago. iowever, no matier in
vhat small depree this study sheds light on some orobeble answers, the problem
still remains crucial in its owm right.

Herein are contained only & few projective unenswoered social questions
for which time and fMiture research will hovefully provide some sufficient
perspective and direction, In view of our mresent crvelal raclsl temsions,
it is imperative to continue the study of Nemo adontions. As msuprested by
Dr. Ross Scherer, it 1s possible that the empirical process could becoms g
causal factor either in the dlemption of race rela‘hims,‘by over-exposing
Black adoption relationships, or by bringing to light otherwise umoticed
aspects of trans-racial llving.
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12.

Client

Address
Date Cese Opened
Caseworkers

EcologicalsDenographic--Regidence
&. Own house
bs Rent house
ce Bant apt.
ds Othey
e. Iength of time In residence

Ethnieityw-National Origin

a. National origin
bs Birthplace

Age and Health
as Age
be Health

Occupation
a. Position

bs Organigation

Blucation
a. Grode School completed
be H‘.i.@l Sehool 1231&
c. College 123
d+ Bzchelor's Degree
e, Professional or
Advanced Degree

Religion
as Protestant (Denomination)
be Cotholls
¢s Jowigh
des Other

In vhat five organisations do you consider yourself as astive

in participation
e
b
Cs

Dete Case Closed




13.

.

15.

6.

17.

18.

19

23,

2L,

Familial Relationsip

as No. of yrse married( )

be No. of children ( )

¢s Previous marviage

de Children of previous
marriage

e, Previous adoption

£+ DMvoroced

g. Widowed

Heve you had any previous experience in working with the Yerro
child? If yes, specify.

In the request of the child, was any ags, sex or shade -referred?

Man Homan

In the family plaming for adoption, were your own children and
parents involved?

Motivation as Affected Through Other Fastors
8 Mmmmmmmm _ peferred bgwclargy
- phyaic newspaper radio,
social or health agency other
bs Verbslized reasons for wanbting to adopt & 'baby..

Geographical distance and frequency contact with grendpsmrents.
Reactions of velativess friends; nelghbors; commmity.
Are there special problems in child's adjustment?

Do you intend to teach child's own heritage?

How do you vigualige child in adolescence--education, dating,
mexrriage?

What advice would you offer on the basis of experience to another
white couple who desires to adopt a Negro child?

With all things being equal, would you adopt again a Black child?
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