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Vita

The writer was born at St. Louls and resided there before
her entrance to the Sacred Heart Convent at Springfield,
I1linois. She attended the St, Henry's Parochial School, the
Rosati~Kain High School, and Harris Teachers College. In June,
1928, she received her degree of Bachelor of Philosophy at De
Paul University, Chicago.
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Preface

When His Excellency, the Most Reverend Archbishop John J.
Glennon, and his former superintendent of achools, the Reverend
A+. V. Garthoeffner, completed their plans for organizing the
dlocesan Catholic High School for girls, the Rosstl High School
for residents of south St. Louis wes bagun in two classrooms of
the 3t. ¥Francis de Sales School. 1In September, 1911, I was
among the happy group who were enrolled in the ploneer class
under the direction of the School Sisters of Hotre Dame, We
weare the only ones to have the distinction of attending this
school, for the next fall the school was moved into the former
quarters of the old St. Vincent's Seminary and became united
with the Kain High School under the title, "The Rosati-Kain
Csatholie High School for Girls."

We were all rather fhmilihr with the work of Archbishop
Kain, for aﬁr parents could supply us with the details. How-
ever, the name of Bishop Hosati was not only frequently mis-
pronounced, but numerous discussions and questions about him
brought to light the fact that very little waa known or written
about him. My interest was further aroused by one of my
mothexr's tales about my great-grandfather, one of the German
immigrants of the early thirties. Often she would regsle us
with the story of how he had worked in the brickyard where the
briocks were being made for the new cathedral for the "French
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Bishop." Consequently, ever sinece my high school days, I have
had & desire to make a further study of the life of this
prelate,

In my preliminary research on the topic I discovered the
fact that Bishop Rosati was a prolific writer who left to
posterity sufficient records for several studies of his life
and work. 3Since the value of his parochial achievements has
been clearly told by Father Rothensteiner, I chose as the sube-
Ject of my study the efforts of Bishop Rosati as a teacher and
soclologist. In this paper I have attempted to show how he
achieved success in these fields in spite of the many drawbacks
presented by the ploneer conditions during this early period of
the statehood of Missouri,
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Poreword

The period of Bishop Rosati's efforts in behalf of the
eduoational and soclal advancement of his dlocese colncided
with a most important hiatoriocal period in Missouri and the
neizhboring states. It was a time when these states wers
emerging from pioneer conditions, and permsnent civic arrange-
ment.s were beling aampleted.l « Louls, the Bishop's See, was
incorporated as a city in 1822.2 rour years later, the state
capitol was moved to its enduring home in Jefferaon City, and
the legislature met there for the firat time on November 20 of
that ya&r.a A state bank was organised in 1837, and a superin-
tendent of public schools was appointed two years lat.r-‘

During the early part of the period, about 1820, the
settled area wes guite small, Much of the territory consisted

of public land that was offered for sale at a dollar and a

lshoemeker, Floyd G,, "Sixz Periods of Missouri History",
Miasouri Hiatarical Review, IX, 211-240 (Jan., 1818) £30.

2shepard, Elihu, History of St. Louis and Missouri, (St.
Louis, 1870) 66. = ==

S1v1d., o6.
4ghoemeker, "Six Periods", 236.



_quarter an aore,® but a considerable portion of the western
and northwestern sestions was atill in the hands of the Indians.
In Missouri the red men traded furs with the trappers on the
Grand River until the treaty of 1833 induced them to move far-
ther west.$ The boundaries of the state were completed by the
Platte Purchase of 1836,? but Indian troubleas were not yet a
thing of the past. In the fall of the following year, when the
Osages made sttacks along the western boundaries of the state,
the Missouri militia had to capture them, explain to them the
law against such depredation, and replace them west of the
state 1ine.® Missouri was also the channel through which the
Indians of Ohic were being moved westward.® The northern por-
tion of Illinola was unsafe for settlers until after the Black
Hawk War of 1832, The old towns of Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and
Prairie du Rocher, together with a dozen families at Peorias,
end a military post at Chicago, were the only settlements dur-
ing the early twenties. Then the region north of the Sangamon

River and Fulton ocounty was an unbroken stretch of

BBak, William G., "Duden's Report”, Mo. Hist. Rev., XII,

163-179 (Van., 1918) 1763 81-90 (Oot., 1917) 86.

Ecollicr, L+ Te, "Livingston County Pioneer Settlers and
iu?;yquegt Events®, Mo. Hist. Rev., VII, 201-206 (Jan.,
8 201. o

vshoamaktr, *31ix Periods", 235.

8glenn, Robert A., "The Osage War" « Hist. Rev., XIV
201-210 (Jan., 1920) 201-206. 2o =

gmaton, David W., "Echoes of Indian Emigration”, Mo. Hist.
Rev., VIII, 93«99 {Oot., 1913) 953 142-153 (Jan., 19

L]

vi



wilderness;10 Thero were a few Missouri towns within a radius
of twenty«five miles from ét. Louis, but because of the ocondi-
tions of travel they, too, were practioally iuolntod. Such was
the state of the historic Frensh settlements at St. Charles,
8t. Ferdinand, Portage des Sioux, and Carondslet.

The climate, too, was & very uncertain circumstance during
certain seasons of the year: The Illinois bank of the Missis~
. #ippl was subjeoct to numerous floods in the spring, and
Misaouri suffered from suoh frequent changes in the temperaturs
that epidemics were not uncommon. In the spring of 1826,
influensa spread over the entire stats.ll Bilicus fever and
oholera appeared in 1838, and recurred for oévorul swmmers,
HKowever, the fall weather was as delightful as the summer was
trying, and the soil, of & splendid black varisty, attracted
thousands of newoomers.l®

Nissourl inoreased in population from eighty thousandlS in
1827 to two hundred £ifty thousandlt in 1856, Both the
language and the customs of the people were predominantly Eng-
1ish as early as 1831, Duden's explanation of this faot is that

10nothensteiner, Rev. John, Hiast of the Archdiocese of
qu m (8t. Louis, 1920 . S

1lpek, "Duden's Report”, 16g.

1224mmermann, Edward, "Travel into Missouri in October,
1833", Mo. Hist. Rev., IX, 33-43 (Oot., 1914) 34; Duden,

%ﬁgggg,gg%a 8 Yon Nordsmeriks sus Betrachtet
le, : » »

13pek, "Duden's Report”, XIII, 251-881 (Jan., 1919) 281,
143t, Louis Observer, Sept. 29, 1836.
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the Germans who came here were ususlly so poor that their
instruotion was too meager to enable them to instruct their own
children,i® Consequently, it was necessary to send the younger
generation to English schools. The more cultured French
people, on the other hand, kept themselves aloof from the Eng-
1ish and thus failed to influence them. Sinoe the latter com-
prised all claases, rich and poor, they gradually dominated the
athews.lﬁ However, as the tide of German lummigration inoreased,
those setilers became more powerful and organiged educational
institutions of their own, end even their own presa.

The newcomers found the life 1n the rural districts simple
enough. Steines, who came hore in 1834, plictured the American
home and fsrming methods thua:

Instead of a house you must think of a hut, bshind
it a still smaller hut for a smokehouse. . « . All
this 1s surrounded by a zigzag rall fence. Sometimes
a spring flows right through the yard, The peths are
unpaved. There is no trace of domesticeted fruit
trees, no garden, shrubs, grape vines, or tame flow-
era. Instead of a garden, such as you know, simply a
plowed, fenced-in, little plot of ground, which in
the early spring oan scarcely be found on account of
the weeda. There are no barns with threshing floors
in them, Sometimes the grain stays out in the fleld
all winter long in stecks., The grain 1s not beaten
out but trampled out by animalas. It 1is laid on the
ground in the fleld, on a place cleared of atubble
and ."eeds, and then horses or cattle are driven over
1% t111 the kernels are tramped ocut of the ears. By
winnowing the grain is then cleaned. On sccount of
the cold, threshing 1is rarely possible in the winter
nonths., Can you imagine such laziness and indiffer-
ence in a country where it would be such an easy
matter 0o build log barns whcre sush operations could

150udon, Europa und Deutschland, 166.
18pex, "Duden's Report", 45.
viis



take place 1in any season?i?

The time needed to prepare an abandoned farm for the sup-
port of a new settler and his family was generally eight days.
A house and a spring were usually found on the place. After
the newocomer repaired the fences, prooured two horses and a few
cows and pigs, he planted his com. Later the children planted
a garden betwesn the rows. If salt was needed, a few days!
work for the nelghbor sscured it. Flour was obtained by taking
‘aamu corn to the horse miil, where a distilliery was located.
Thus, except for coffes and tea, the food supply was completo}e

Clothing, too, was manufactured on the ferm. Cotton, flax,
and hemp were grown, and if the home Adid not boast of &
spinning wheel, the housewife visited s more fortunate neighbor.
With the addition of the msband’s knowledge of shoemsking, the
clothing problem was aoived;lg

On the other hand, money was scarce on the farm sfter the
first expensss were paid. Very little was realized from the
products because these were eoither sold very cheaply to hucke-
sters, or traded for wares at the nearest general store, Stock
raising was more profitable, but even this netted 1little money

becauss the farmer lived too far from the uity.ao Some rather

1786k, "The Followers of Duden", Mo. Hist. Rev., XV, 660~
669 (July, 1921) 663. B

18pyden, Europa und Deutschland, 275-276.

19pek, "Duden's Report", 175.

BOBek, "The Followers of Duden", Mo. Hist. Rev., XIII, 29~

73 (Oct., 1918); letter of Herman Stei St.
Nov. gt {os : %é. n Steines, St. Louils,
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industrious settlers secured additional funds by laboring in
the lead mines after harvest time., If they came well supplied
with farm provisions, a further profit was obtained by selling
these in the mining aistrzcts«gl

Some of the mors progperous farmers bought slaves to
assist them. As early as 1824, the latter already comprised
nearly ona-asizth of the population of ﬁiaaaurl.eg In regerd to
the care they recelved and the amount ¢f work whlich they were
required to do, Duden held that thelr condition compared fevore
ably with that of ths dsy laborsr and domesgtlic servant in Gere
many. In this connection hs related the following experdisnce:

Yostorday one of my nelghbor's slaves was working

with me. It was a free day which the slaves use to

earn play monay. e said to met "I have heard that

you wanted to return to Europe. Why?! This is such a

beautiful land, such a fruitful lsnd, a free land."

I oould searcoiy believe my ears in hearing such

praise from the mouth of & poor slaves. ¢« « s+ The

negro hers is not only counted by the maater as one

of hils family, but he regards himself as one. He ins

inclined to the whitea, and has some share in their

intereosts, as trusted Eur@ggaa servants sorrow or

rejoice with their master.

Untrammeled freedom certainly adbounded; but it was often
fraught with danger for the isolated farmer. Hattle snakeas
were numerous, and the night was filled with the howling of

wolves end aulsaﬂ4 Robber bands furnished sdditional reasons

21&&&, "Duden's Report®, 264.

gaTraxler, Harrison A., "Slavery in Missouril Territory",
Mo, Hist: Rev., III, 169-198 {April, 1909) 197.

23Duden, HuUrops ypd Deutschland, 439.

%41p1d., 320, 341, 366,



for oaution. In 1832 they located near Ha Ha Tonka "an out-
laws' paradise, surrounded by saves, ocanyons, and gorges, where
robbers could snd 414 eonceal their booty, and spurious money
was made and secreted with the greatest facility". Though dis~
covered, these cutlaws continued their illegal practices until
the law abiding citizens organized to root them out in 1841.25

Life in St. Louls was a great contrast to all thls.
Zimmermann stated that in 1833 this eity of 10,000 people sur-
passed all the cities of similar sise in the world in its
varied mixture of population, in its great number of strangers,
and in ite “geograprloal aignificance and interest". The fol-
1oving ploturesque desoription of its people confirms his
opinion of them:

Besldes the many descendants of genuine Indian
blood, & large part of the population consists of
Frenochmen, Germans, and Spaniards. The descendants
of Britons, of course, constitute the majority.
Several thousand negro slaves and free ocolored
people live here, and if on Sunday the devout are at
thelr churches, and the ocare-free inhabitants have
been lured to the country, then one might essily
imagine himgelf to be walking on the streets of some
city 4in San Domingo. Only black faves are then sesn
on the streets, only gsudily dressed groups of
colored ohildren play before the houses. In the
larger hotels and the "entertaimments” the haggard
American gentlemen sit around the hearth in a semi-
cirole, showing an slmost Indlan~like apathy, thelr
legs orossed, rocking themselves and chewing ‘
tobacoo (a oustom which in the interior of Amerioca
is by no means regarded as improper). The Frenchman
with 11%ht¢d cigar hops around the billiard table in
the coffee<house and wastes more breath in a minute
than an American does in an entire day. The easy-
going German, too, finds his place of entertainment

23vincent, Garl, "The Slicker War", Mo, Hist. Rev., VII,
138-145 (Jan., 1913) 139. + 22 ==t
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whers the beversges are tolerabls and the stay hopne-~

like and pleasant, and thers amid the smoke of the

The sound of masioal instramente sre heard.B8 - o

Other smusements were not wanting. Balls and the theatre
wore popular during the cold u@athar,av and horse recing in
the warmer seasons.®8 Cockefighting and target practice slso
had their devotees. The former was made more interesting by
removing the natural spurs of the birds snd replacing them with
sharp stesl prongs.ag An interesting veriety of aporting
articles which J. C. Dinniss s0ld to the pleasure seekers of
1836 included playing cards, spy-glasses, backgammon boards,
chessmen, dominoes, swords, and walking cenes.S0

Both men and women worshipped Dame Fashion, ILilonberger
asays that theo latter tried "to achieve the shape of an howgeas"
by tight lacing, end that they drank vinegar to be thin. Their
small walsts were accentuated by the large bonnets snd hoop
akirts of the dey. HNevertheless, the men treated them courte~
ously. When egcorting the ladies to festive occasionas, these

gallantg affected high~heeled boots, and low cut vests which

802 miermann, "Travel into 4izsourl”, 34, 3B.

27Letter of Bishop Flaget to an Illinois misaionary,
printed in the Americen Catholic Historlcal Researches,
XXI (Jan., 1904 =160,

2871mmermann, "Travel into Missouri", 37; Belk, "Duden's
ﬁ&PO?ﬁ“. 179,

891p14.
5°§g§g§ei €., St. Louils Diresctory for 1838-18390 (St. Louis
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dispiayed their tucked shirts and larze cravats. A high collar,
a frock coat, and a beaver akin stovepipe hat were also included
tn the stylish outfit for men.3l

In spite of these extravegant fashions, home life was
simple and wholesome. The people were sincerely rellgious and
marriage was saocred. The mothers were usually busy with the
neeadle because there wers no ready made clothes or sewing
machines for sale. Preserving fruit likewise consumed much of
the housewife's tize and energy, as all cooking was done over an
open. fire. Washing, too, was a difficult taask as there was no
running water in any 5t. Louis home until 184E2. Even & tin bath
tud was & luxury enjoyeid only by the rich.%8

There was much opportunity for expansion and civie improve
ment in the city. Of the 661 homes in 1821, only ons-third were
briok or stone. The French residences were surrounded by spa-
ocious plezcas that afforded a pleasant rsfugé from the smammer
heat.®® There were but eight streets parsllel to the river, snd
these wore intersected at right angles by twentys~three others.
The lower end of Market Strect alone way paved, and in 1821 Main
Aooount ot Tts g&x’wﬁi‘é‘i‘% ﬁa%;og‘ii:,%‘% %—%(st.
Touls, 19207 47.
%14 onberger, A Erisf Blstory of St. Louis, 47, 48.

3Braxton, John, St. Louls Directory and Ragiater (8t.
Louis, 1821) 6.

31
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Streat wus supplled with a sldewslk, the first in the city.
The other streets were sxceedingly raddy, and cettls and pige
ren st large.%4 A few 0ll lights on some of the streets, and
two fire engines werse also the boasts of the eity suthorities.
Such was the metropolis of ¥issouri two years before Bishop
Rosatl began to exercise eplscopsl authority there, b

Horeover, both 1n the city and the counbry restlesas movee
ments of the populstlon werevaammon. Indlan disturbances were
then becoming & thing of the past, and Indians were seen only
on direct roubtes to Jt, Louls or on the rivers. In 1386 there
was stlli a Shawnee viliage fifteen miles west of the ecity, but
during that year they moved a hnndrad miles farther west.>O
Trouble with the Mormons extended to a later date. ﬁajar Gen~
eral D. R. Atohlson wae summoned to settle some of these diffi-
cultiea in Daviesas Counlily in 1838. Vhen he arrived at the acene
of conflict he found about 2,500 armed settlers assembled to
defend the citlzens frbm the ilormons. They wers encampod on the
west bank of the Grand River, while the Mormons held the oppo~-
site shore. The officer ordered them sll hame and kept two
companiss of fifty men on zuard to preserve order.>’ The

Mormons i the surrounding 4districts, about 1800 men, were,

34pek, "The Followers of Duden”, Mo. Hist. Rev., XIV, 217«
232 (Jan., 1920) 217, citing a Tetter of Adolf Greef,
Bect F 18331

3Bpaxton, St. Louis Directory, 7-9.

36pekt, "Duden's Report", 269.

371p14,
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ueverihieless, acting on ths defensive a fow Jays later.38 They
had reason to do this, and to move onvmard, Loo, Tor the men of
Paviess County hed determined "to drive the Mormona with powder
and lead" 17 they would not agree to dspart.>?

Thers were various peaceful movements, too, espesially in
the fzll. Long Jaunts were then undertsken by large groups of
settlers to go bee hunting. The Hissouri Intelligencer for
September 21 dlscourayges them, but gives the followlng grephic
doescription of one ol these ventures en proute through 'ranklin
Gaﬁnty, Hlssouri:

Vie had for several days observed & I{requent pass-

ing of waggons through our town, acoompanied with men

armed with guns and dogs, all seemingly in high

spirits, and prepared for s journey. pon inquiring

thelr destination, wo found that they were generslly

bound for ths head weters of Chariton, Grand, and some

as fer as the Des iioined Rivers, s "Bees Hunting®.

From four to {ive men usually accompany esch waggon

end team of four, five, and alx horsee, provided with

proviasions {or an abaence of three to five wookas.

In the spring the Santa Fe Trade furnished the motive for
another type of journey. Wegons and vehiocles of every descrip-
tion laden with merchandiige, ochiefly cotton goods, would start
southward from Hamilton, Liasouri and travel to New Mexico.
After apending the summer here in selling the zoods at a profit

of from Lwsnly~{ive to fifty per cent, the adventurers were

ggﬁrikten, Follin J., "Early I'sys on the Grand River and
the lNormon War", Mo. Hist. Rev., XIII, 112-134 (Jan,,
1919) 133. ‘

39114,
‘OCitad in "0l1d Newse~Bee Hunting®, Mo. Hist. Rev., VII,
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quite elated when they returned to their homes during the ttlifl

In 1840 Captain Harris of the United States Army wrote of the
trade in this fashion: "The State of Migsouri is at this day
the soundest in the Union in her monetary affairs. She 1s
filled with specile, and the interior Mexican states have supe
plied 16,2 1¢ was the popularity of the same traffic, too,
that brought about the extensive use of the Missouri mmle.4d

Lead diascovery caused much migration, too., Duden said that
in the fall of 1826 the road through St, Charles never lacked
its colonists' wagons. Those in Missouri moved to Boone County
and 8alt River, while Illinois residents migrated to the Sanga~
mon River or northward to Galena.¥® Ascording to the German
papsr, "Angeiger Des Westens", every foot of ground four miles
south and southwest of Galena was taken for lead mining by
1840. 48

Another type of movement that became very strong during
the thirties was immigration., Steines wrote that when he came
to St. Louis in 1834 only eighteen German families and a few
umarried Germans lived there. During that year, however, some

$lp100dhead, G. D., "The Ssnta Fe Trall", Mo. Hist. Rev

dand ] L] - L] - .y

IV (Apr., 1910) %09~310; reprint of an extract from “The
Missouri Intelligencer and Boone's Lick Advertiser”,
June 2, 1826, in Mo. Hist. Rev., VII, 32«37 (Oct., 1812)
38.

‘estophcn, Fo Fu, "Missouri and the Santa Fe Trade", Mo.
Hist. Rev., XI, 289-312 (Apr., 1017) 312

431p14., 300,

44pugen, Europa und Deutschland, 273.
45(5t, Louts) Jan. 4 1840.
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ceme every day.$6 Inssriptions on the monuments of Missourt
oemeteries show that BEngland, Ireland, and Scotland, as well as
Germany, eassisted in swelling the number of newcomers into this
9agion.4v

The state road from St. Louls to Jefferson City was not
begun until 1834, but there was much travel before that time.%8
Occasional mishaps were to be expected along the roadside, for
of'ten uild.piga would rush out from the cavea along the Missouri
bluffes, and frighten the horses with their loud grunting; but
the average American was not detsrred by such fears. Duden des~
eridbes the love of travel thus:

I must gainsay the erronecus statement that the
lack of socisl intercourse constitutes the dark side
of the much praised situation of the American settler.
I wish such a conception that many advantages have to
be pald for at the price of isolation, be dismisaed
from your mind, and that you consider instead that a
distance of two or three English miles is regarded
ingignificant even by the feminine sex. No family 1s
80 poor, but what it owns at leoast two horses. The
acquisition of these animals, which are kept at a0
szall an expense, is the first endeavor of every
settler, after which he considers getting good sad-
dles, and 1t 1s nothing extraordinary to pay from
twenty-four to thirty dollars for a lady's saddle, a
price which on the Atlantic coast, for instance in
Baltimore, would suffice for three saddles., Women and
girls, old and young, ride horseback, sitting oroes~
wise in the menner of the English. They ride well,
fast or alow, and sometimes to great distances, Just

46pgx, "The Followers of Duden”, XVI, 118.

47ngonumental Inscriptions in Missouri Cemeteries”, Mo.
Hist. Rev., V, 113-118 (Jan., 1911) 113, 114, 117; VI
_!nt, Iglﬁ) 360

4886k, "The Followers of Duden", Mo. Hist. Rev., XV, 663
690 (July, 1921) 690. -
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like the han. Hot & week pasaes in which the house-

wife does not take a ride to pay her neighbors a

visit, going either alone or in company with other

zggngzogogbi:éggygaggfxgtho inclemency of the weather

On the rivers steamboats were gradually supplanting the
slower and more expensive transportation by keelboats and
barges. The latter were guite common, however, until 1856.50
The Migsissippi and the Ohio were the firat rivers to be
traverssed by steamboats in Bishop Rosati'a dloocese. 5t. Louis
had its first visit from one of the new boats in 1817.5% Tem
years later, except during the extrems cold of January and ear-
ly February, steamboats made daily arrivels there either from
the Ohio or from New Orleans. The journey down stream to the
latter could be made in five days, at a cost of twentyefour
dollars, dut the return journey consumed nearly twice as muoch
time and was priced accordingly.P® Within the next decade the
trip northward from St. Louis to Uslena by steamboat was also
inaugnrated.ﬁa By 1836 steamboats had inoressed in such num-
bers that an average of thirty-six were usually anchored at the
S5t. Louls wharf. Some of the other oraft to be seen there

housed shoe shops and many other varieties of floating stores.

49pex, "Duden's Report®, 178-179,

BOxeemle, Chas., St. Louls Directory for 1836-1837 (St.
Louis, 1838) I.

811p14.
sgﬁok. "Duden's Report®, XIII, 262.

5§§g. Louis Observer, Mar. 3, 1836.
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Steamboat travel on the Missouri and Illinols 4did net degin
until during the early thirties.B4 Even then snags, sandbars,
and buratihg bollers caused frequent accidents on both of these
rivers as well as on the Eiasiaaippi.aa

One of the many services of the wider use of the steamdoat
was the gradual improvement of the mail. In Jefferson County,
Kigsouri, just aouth of St. Louis County, mail was received
only once in two weeks, and thers were only two post offices
until 1826. At that time another was opened, and a Hissiassippi
River steamer brought the mall mors frequently.® rostage for
letters was deorsased from six and one-~fourth to six cents in
1838, PFor a distance of over thirty miles, however, the rate
was still tem centas.57 Newspapers to be soent s hundred miles
or less were carried at a ocent a sheet, but for e greater dis-
tance the charge was doudbled. In 1838, however, papers were
carried one hundred miles or to arny place in the state for a
aunb.53 However, the news was not very new when the papers
arrived as even St. Loula and 3t. Charles psapsrs d4did not reach
districts fifty miles diastent until two or three days after

S4xeemle, St. Louis Dirsctory for 1836-1837.

587ne Seangamo Journal (Springfield, I1l.) June 14, 1836;
t i%ﬁig Observer, Nov. 3, iaas. '

56Thnmaa5 John L., "Historic Landmarks of Jefferson
County”, Mo, Bist. Rev., III, 206-209 (April, 1909) 206.

57geemle, St. Louis Directory for 1836-1837, 38; for 1838-
1839, 66. ' B

581p14., 65.

ihe 5t.
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they were printed.5® Besides, 3t. Louis 1taself often received
news tardily especially during the winter. A March lessue of
the "Sangamo Journal® for 1836 stated that no paper mail had
been received at St. Louis for nine days, while Springfield had
been without a regular psper mail nearly all winter.60

As these periocdicals were well patronized their number
gradually inocressed. 3t. Loula, which had only three weeklioes
in 1821, published two drilies and a weekly fifteen years
later.81 7The abolitionist editor, Elijah Lovejoy, had pub-
l4shed his weekly "8t. Louls Observer” there, too; but during
the spring of 1836 his office was invaded and his type so bat-
tered that he moved his press to Alton.®8 within the next
three years two more weeklies, the "Anszelger des Westens" and
the "Misscuri Saturday News", had appeared, and St. Louis pro-
duced an evening paper, the "Daily Evening Gasette".63 In st,
Louis County, too, the press was sctively supported. A daily
and five weoklies were published in 1888, and about a dosen
more of the latter appeared dbefore 1840.64 Beaides these secu-
lar periodicals many religious newspapers were dbeing circulated.

59ry1atorical News and Comment®™, Mo. Hist. Rev., I (Jan.,
1907) 267.

eouﬂl‘s 3, 1836.

Slpaxton, St. Louls Directory and Register, notes on St.

Louls.
6?§§. Louis Observer, June 9, 1846.

6% eemle, St. Louis Directory, 1838-1839, 5.

6‘Organ, Minnie, "History of the County Press of Missouri®,
Mo, Hist. Rev., IV, 111-133 (Jan., 1910) 113,
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Even the atheists had their own publication.6d

Hevertheless, at o distance from the city people were often
jgnorent and superstitious. Witcheraft appeared in Jefferson
Cauntyaaa Besides, Frederick Steines was astonished at finding
young people who had nsver heard of Pentecost, and were not sure
of the day and month of Chrietmas. Many children from six to
twelve yeara of age were not baptized, and marrieges were con-
tracted before the justice of the pesce.” Muoh of this ignor-
ence can be traced to the religious expsriments carried on by
the self-taught Protestant clergy of the day., The only minis~
teras who had eny training were those of the Unitarlans, Preaby-
teriana; and Episcopalians.®® "The St. Louls Observer" stated
that the Baptist ministers even expectorated all the time during
which they were in the pulpib.eg ¥e compared them and the
Methodist preachers as follows:

It is true that in this territory there are a num-

ber of Cumberland and Methodist brethren who arse

gererally pious and devoted men, and are gealously

engaged in doing good. But 1t 1s also true that with

the best intentions, many of them are padly deficient

in those literary qualifications that are nearly if

not quite indispensable to mmch permanent success in

the ministry. There are slso some Baptist preachers,
some of whom are doing some good, while others have

6Bpek, "The Followers of Duden", XIV, £21.

68rhomes, "Historio Lendmarks of Jefferson County”, II, 15«
22 (Jan., 1908) 17.

67Bek, "The Followers of Inden", XV, &€67; Duden, Europa und
Deutschland, 405.

6383k. "The Followers of Duden®”, Letter of Fred 3teines,
XI1v, egl.

6?§3, Louis Observer, Jen. 21, 1836.
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all the defisciencies, and none of the redeeming

qualities of the brethren just spoken of, They are

antimonians %n head and hagrt, "ma%igé vold the law"

and sinning “"that grace may abound"”.

Neverthesless, the lattser found many adherents. They de~-
naunced daneing as & major offense, and adopted submersion.
Some of these people had atarted a log church as far west as
Boone County as early as 1826, The Baptists of the state formed
a general assoclation in 1848, and two years later they had
about 9,000 adherents scattered among about 160 parishes and
attended by 126 ministers.”:

The other sects were supported by smaller mumbers of fol-
lowers. The Methodists adopted prohibition and @bolicien of
slavery among their tenets, and preached in homes, schoolrooms,
or groves.’® The Preabyterians migrated into this distriot from
the states to the southeast, and settled along the Hiseouri
River. When the Missouri synod was erscted on October 2, 1832,
they numbered about one thousand membsrs dlatributed among
twenty~five congregations. Their cousins, the Congregational-
ists, had already erected a house of worship in Jacksonville,
Il1linoie, in 1835.7> Many other religious groups also found

their way into this district. In addition to the denominations

7%st. Louts Observer, Oct. 1, 1835.

7lataphen, Fe We, "The Missouri Baptist General Aseocia-
tion%, Mo. Hist. Rev,, VII, 76-88 (Oct., 1912) 79.

veSponcor, Joab, "Methodism in Saline County", Mo. Hist.
Revs, VII, 14-33 (Oct., 1012) 19.

vashoamdker, "Six Periods of Missouri History", 2368; St.
Louis Observer, Sept. 8, 1836.
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already mentioned, both 8t. Louis and Alton contained Methodist
Eplscopal, Episcoprl, Unitarlan, and African churches.’® North-
east of the latter city, in Carlinville, Pooria, and Ottawa, the
Protestants were also naking strides.”® fThe Masons came in
1821, and the 044 Fellows in 1834. All these organizations
strove to win the newcomers to their support.’é

sina§ there were no pudlic achools except during s few
yoars of Bishop Bosati':s leadership, these religious groups also
took charge of educational work. The only free public school in
St. Louls was closed in 18825 because of insufficlent funds. The
school land was tied up in long leases at Jow retes. It was not
until 1833 that another public aschoel bosrd was organized, and
then the achool war not opensd until four years latar.vv

Meenwhile private education wes possible for & few., ¥*The
Direotory for 1836-1837" stated that St, Louis contained "a mum-
ber of primary schoole, a Nunnery and an Academy for the educa~
tion of females, and a University, conducted by the Order of the
Jesuits", 0 By the primary schools the editor most likely meant
those conducted by the Protestants. The Sisters of the Sacred
Heart were in charge of the Funnery and the Acedemy, while the

?4Keaulo. Directory for 1838-1839, A.
7®p1t0n Observer, QOot. 13, 1836.

"8 snoemaker, "Six Periods®, 236.

77..
Keemle, 8t. Louls Directory for 1838-1839, VIX; Shepherd
' B T N R VY Shesbend

of the V

78Kgemle, Directory for 1836-1837.
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University was to dovelop into the ferous &b, Louls University
of our om tlmes., The diractory for the snsuing yoar also
advertised a female acadexy conducted by Philip and the Missues
¥auro on the southwest corner of Market and Fifth Streets.”9
In the seme year the Cermans formed s school corporation which
had three officers, four directors, and two teachers. 80
Bducational catablishments of the Protestants were also
found critaide the olty. The TNaptists of Boone County opened a
cosducationel school, a two room brick hullding in which graune
mar, geography, higsher mathematios and Latin were taught. Thay
sonducted two terms of flve and one-~half months each, and the
board wes only £1.13 weekly.31 At St. Charles the Methodist
Epiacopal sroup ovmed a large dbrick sdlifice 4in which four proe
fegsors conducted a college that had an snrollment of one
hundred students.®@ I1linois College for the boys and Linden-
wood for thoe girls were sectarlan instléutlons begun et Jackson-
7ille, Illinocis, in the thirties. Cerlinville, too, boasted of
a Protestant seminary, the basis upon vhich the present Black~

burn College was formed.®3 Ths Baptiate of Alton also erected

79%oanle, St. Louls Directory for 1838-1839, 63.
801p14.

8lgtephen, E. W., "Little Bonne Femme Church", Mo, Hist.
Rev,, XIV, 193200 (April, 1920) 198.

B854, 1 Observer, Sept, 24, 1835; T
8t u%&&% r ;3 The Alton Observer
EWQ F ) 8 " ’ * ’ !

85F1ngg, Edwin, The Far West, in Thwaltes' Harly Western
Travels, XXVI (Cleveland, 1906) 279. -
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& theologlea) seminary end a Jitersry institution chertered with
college powerr.B4 Farther t5 the northeset, in Putnam county,
ttere was srother coeducstional scademy of whlch the minfesters
of Ottaws end ?aarta were trstees.

At St. Loulz several other sooclsties inrcreased the oppor-
tunities for self-improvement., In 1333 there was founded e
l1ibrary sssociation shioch permitted minors and spprentices to
uss a part of its resources in return for an anmaal fee of only
twenty-five cents.5% The St, Louis Musenm snd the Vestern
Lcedemy of Naturel Sclences also attracteod lovers of learaing.aﬁ

St1ll grester wesa the interest Iin music., In this fleld The
¥lssour?! Muslcal Furd, under the presidence of Rerne Panl, was
the pioneer aaciaty.ev Then refarring to music in the sity in
1821, the 5t. Loulie Directory of that year atatas:

3t, Louls has soveral professioral Muglcians who

play at the Balls, which are very frequent and well

‘sttended by the inhabitante, more particularly ths

French, who, in gensral, are remarkably graceful

healtny, asd fmproving sn seasement o + +50°

’ ;
When General Lafayette came to visit St. Louls in 1826, there
were as yet only violins to furnish the music at the ball given

in his honor. In fact, the first plano concerts of the oity

842150n Observer, Oct. 13, 1836.
88

Shepherd of the Valley, ley 11, 1833.

86geem)e, 2. Louis Directory, 1838-1839, 62.

871v14.
88parton, Sh. Louis Directory and Register, Notes, 6.
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were played in 1884, The seme yoar witnesssd the coming of
nine Prague musiclens, who geve a wondrous "home-longing® cone
cert.B® Py thmt time about s domen kinde of orchestra instru-
ronts were obtalnable at Dinnlea' store on lMailn Street, but ne
planos were advertised until 16%8.90  gme singer from the Meglle
bran Opers Zompany who Jave a series of concerts during that
ysar had some 5t,. Loufs violinlsts, & cellist, e sultarinst, and
g Tflatiet &8 her accompanists. Music bsceme so popular thet
the firet 2t. Louls Orahestrs was organived the following yaar?l
Voreover, thr "inzelger des Westens® for Janvary 4, 1840 sdver-
tised four musical events, one of which was & concert by a brass
band of thirtsen pleces under the direction of the St. Loula
rmeleclan, M. Rnbyn.ga

Laat, tut not loust o7 the 8t, Luuis artists was a portrait
painter "who would do eredit to eny ccuntry”.93 HBe had already
taken up lilz abtode there 4in 1821, Thore wes srnother rmore promie
nent one whic established nls gallery 1in Cclumbla, Miszsouri, about

184C. This artiast, named (eorge C. RBirngham, had studled in

8936k, "Followers of Iuden", €89,
gaﬂeﬁml&, Directory {or 1826-1837, and for 1838-1839, A.

9lArnold, Susan A., "A Running Clance over the Field of
fgfig éggﬁisaouri”,,gg. Hist. Reve, VIII, 806-210 (April,

92,

n | .
g“faxuon, Bt Louls Directory.
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rhiledelipnia for thres yoars previous to the opening ol Lis
ghudic in Missouri.??

reom these considorvalbions we can see bhat learning snd art
were patronized and encouraged by ithe people ol Hlahop Resati'e
diocose. LHowever, the Iinarelal situation of the dlstriel mmab
bave revarded the repid developmont ol the iner things of life.
Town dweliers found these tlmes Lo Lo pericds of unceriainty.
Lionberger telis us that the over-speculation wvhich had beon
inesugurated by the note issues of $wo local banks rosulted in a
cCilapse during the varly btwentlics. The Ireneh, the wost reckw-
lesa Inveators, nad Lecome so poor {hut the pames of these 0ld
luhabitants "wut served Lo polint & moral and adorn a tale". 96
aZber tids coliapsoe currency slowly regalined 1ts scundness and
monetary affalirs were delinllely luproved by tlie Senta Fe trade,
Toward the close oi' Bishop iosati's bisgbopric, howover, currency
depreclatcd once wore. In lact, toward th@ cloze of 1840 there
wai enother peried ol decline. Therc was hardly any good coney
in cirealation, and many people suffered grave finencisl loss
throush the iuselvency of the barks. 76

Thess fluctuating conditions also vitally affected the
progreas of ereoting churches and other institutions of art and

learning. They alac explaln in part vhy Bishop Rosatli found the

%3poudhead, Garland C., "A Few of the Leading People and
Events of Early ﬁiasouri History", Mo. Hist. Rev., I,
294292 (Janusry, 1907) 287,

®Brionterger, & Erief History of sSt. Louls, 42,

96pgk, "The Followers of Duden”, XV, 692.
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cathedral of Bishop Dou Bourg in such a ruined condition, and
why he found it necessary to undertake a journey to Europe in
1841. On the other hand, when wc consider how little encourage-
ment the city or the state was able to give to cultural efforts
of any kind, the work of Bishop Rosati stands out in bold relief
as that of a noteworthy educator and socclologist of hlssouri and
Illinois.
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CBAPTER I
A SXETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE RIGHT REVEREND JOSEPH ROSBATI

One could perhaps object that the happy contimuance
of these institutions is not related to the progress
of religion. However, when one oonesiders that these
institutes not only prevent and hinder noteworthy
losses of faith, but that, on the contrary, they bring
true and mumerous advantages, then ons wlzi convince
himself that he who calls such institutions into being
really ladbors for the growth of the falth. It would
be too extenasive a task to enumerate all the oocasions
whieh present themselves to draw the children away
from our faith rather than endear it to them, as their
temporsl and eternal welfare demands. Therefore, I
confine myself to stating that our universities,
colleges, convents, hospitals and orphan homes bdring
to the Frotestants the most advantageous and exalted
impressions of our faith; they expose the falseshood of
all the detrimental statements they have hitherto
heard about the Catholic Church, the ignorance of the
priests, the rottenness of the religious orders.
Therefore, we should neglect our present duty if we
should avoflook that of which experience proves the
necessity. ‘

This extract from a letter written by Bishop Rosati during
the height of his career furnishes us the keynote of his life--
a burning geal to promote any endeavor that would bring souls
to God and help to man. DBishop Rosati was born on January 18,
1789. Sora, his mative town, 1s a garden enclosed spot in the

r chte dar Leopoldinen 3tiftu im Kaiserthum Qester-
57 %% {(Vienna Tetter of Hosati
o

the Arnhbishog of v1onna, Aug. 14, 1833, This set of
reports will hereafter be referrsd to as Berichte.




poetical atmosphere of ancient Latium.? Even into this
sequestered nook, however, the anti-Catholic spirit of the
French Revolution thrust its poison, leaving in its trail
spiritual destruction snd despeir. Hevertheless, the soul of
the youthful Joseph Rosati was immune to the baneful influence
that enveloped him, end he persevered in his intention of becom-
ing a relizious priest. After a classical course he was
admitted to the College of Propaganda in Rome, Monte Citorio,
then directed by the Priests of the Congregation of the His-
slons, Here he met a theologlan, Father FFelix De Andrels, who
was to influence him profoundly, not only during his student
days, but slso in his spostolic life in America, Bishop Kain
writes thus of the relations between Father De Andreis and his
pupil: "The former admittin; the brilliance of intellect of
his diasciple, the latter carried away the learning, elogquence,
and sanctity of his profeasor."®

On April 3, 1808, Rosatl made nis profession, snd he was
then appolinted teacher of theology and prefect of the college.
Again, however, before his studlies for the holy priesthood were
completed, the scourge of war disturbed the peace of his monas-~

tic life and apoleon's troops drove the members of the

2restimonial letter of LFather Romoaldo Ansslonl, HRosatl
Papers 9, tranacrived by Heverend Charles M. Souvay, C.
M,, and preserved at Kenrick Seminary. The orizinal 1is
in the Archives of the Procurator Gensral of the Congre-
zation of the Mission, Sant Appolinsre, Rome.

SRoaati, Rev, Joseph, Life of the Very Hev. Felix De

Andreis (St. Louls, 1890). Introduction by Archbishop
Rain, 6.




Congregation from Monte Cltorio. His Holiness, Pope Pius VII,
granted a dispensation to the young levite for his ordination,
even thou h he had not attalned the canonical age.4 From that
time Father RHosatl assisted lMather De /ndreisg in various
missionary enterprises in Kome. rather De Andrels, on the
other hand, supervised the younger prieat’'s studies, ani empha-
siged the necessity of learning English.s

One day while Father De Andrels was engaged In giving a
retreat in Rome his audience included an unusually interested
listener, the Very Heverend Louls Dou Boury, who was touring
Furope for the various needs of his vast diocese of Louisiana.
The learning and sincere holiness of the retreat master so
favorably impressed this American prelate that he petitioned
the superior of the Vincentlans to allow the young preacher and
a few other Lagarists to begin a seminary at New Orlesns in his
dlocese.® The order was reluctant to grant the bishop's re-
guest, but through the intercession of the loly Father the
Lazarists finally consented and appointed Father bDe Andreis
superior of the American foundation. He, in turn, requested
Father Hosati to volunteer for the new missions as his associ-

ate. luch to nis dellght, not oniy Father Rosatl, but three

*Teatimonial letter of the ordination copied in Rome by
Father Souvey. The date of the ceremony is uncertain,
but the dispensation was glven on June 1, 1812, at Konte
Citorio.

Shosatl, Life of De Andreis, 52-56.

®louck, Louis, History of iissouri (Chicago, 1908) 319,




other young Vincentians consented to join him,
On October 21, 1815, with the blessing of lis Holiness, the

brave little band started for the Atlantic under the leadership
of Father HRosatl, as Father Le Andrcls was temporarily detained

in RKome.” There were protracted delays at Marselilles and Bour-
deaux. At the latter olace they received word that bHishop Dou
Bourg now intended to travel to St. Touls instead of to lew
Orleans, and that they must learn Fnglish as well as French.
Then it was that Father Rosatl reallized the truth of his teach-
erts prophecy concerning the Tnglish language. Needless to say
they all begen mastering the arduous tongue without delsy.S
Since the Pishop's iaropean business was 1noompléte when the
ship was ready to sall, he appnointed Father De Andrels his
vicar~general and ordered the little group to precede him to
America. On July 26, the octave of St., Vincent de Paul, they
reached Raltimore.? The next stage of the jJourney, from this
point to Louisvlille, consumed more time than the ocean voyage.

At Loulsville PBishop Flaget of the ncarby town of Pards-
town extended them his hospitality, and warned them at the same
time that i1t would be unwise to go to St, Louils to begin a

7Houck, History of Missouri, 320.

CRosati, Life of De Andreis, 80.

9Ipb1d., 85.



seminary until the people were prepared for such a venturo.lo
He also emphasized the fact that they "needed to be well

11 Withh this mdvice he ex~

acquainted with i‘rench and Inglish”.
tended a hoarty invitation to remaln at nis seminary with him

and his coadjutor until the arrival of their blshop. The two

tion for his work in Loulsiana. To his surprise he grasped the
Engllsh readily and began to uase it in the sacred minlatry
during the followlng spring.>2 iHe learned many of tho customs
of the new country during his stay there, and became aéquainted
with the financisel problems attendin; a seminary not endowed as
those in Iurope.i® He learned to his surprise and edification
that total abstinence from intoxiocsnts was demanded by oSishop
Tlaget from all the inmates of his institution.l?

Wheri Bishop Dou Bourg finally arrived In Uecember, he was
accompenied by thirteen cther students.ls Knowing that there
was no provision for them in Missouri, he gretefully accepted
Rlgho» Flaget's magnanimons offer to keep his new as well as

nie old seminarians until the Missouri seninary was ready. e

10.etter of Rosati {rom Plttsburg, June 8, 1817, to his
brother, licola Rosati at Sors, copied in Rome by Father
Souvay.

17104, 135-126.

. ———.

12posati, Lifs of De Andreis, 149.

13:tKalley, M. J., C. M., Centenary of the Foundation of
the Diocesan Seminary", St. Louls Cath. Hist. Rev. (Oct.,

1918) 45.
14rosats, Life of De Andrels, 140.
15 S

ibid., 173.
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soon set out for St. Louls with Bishop Flaget eand Father De
Andreis, leaving lather Rosati in charge of the seminarians.
From that tlme on 1t was the task of the young priest to con-
duct the classes in dogmatic and moral theoloygy, to explein the
ceremonies and plain chant, and to care for the spiritual
directlion of the students. As there were cix natlionalities
represented among his puplls, his instructions were glven in
ILatin; but difficulties were frequently stated and solved in
Italisn, rrench, or English.la

Yeanwhille glowing reports of preparations for the new
seminary were sent them by Bishop Dou Bourg. FHe had obtalned
640 acres of fertile land in a good climete, near a gettlsment
of honest, industrious people about eighty miles socuth of St.
Louis. This place was called the Parrens. Plans {or the house
had been drawn and its consiruction begun. In the fall the
prelats became 80 snxious for his students that he sent for
them, thou:h he knew that thelr home would be unfit for occu-

pancy wihen they arrivad.lv

Father rosatl bade farewell to the
two Fentucky bishops with the realization that they were
frienda on whose advice and help he could always rely. After a
perilous Journey in a leaky flatboat he and hls companions dis-
embariked in thelr own dlocese, and with deep gratitude to God

they erected a cross and sang the "Vexilla Regis". Another

16¢ 1116y, "Centenary of the Seminary", 46.

174ss. Letter of Bishop Dou Boury to Rosatl, April 22,
1818. Archives of the Archdlocese of St. Louis, St.
Louis Chancery Office.



brief delay, and they were finally safely onsconced at the
Barrens in a house which a generous widow had placed at their
disposal until the completion of the aeminary.la

To I'ather Hosatl, however, thelr arrival in Missourl meant
not a cessation of labor, but only an earnest beginning. The
novices of the Congregation were sgent to irather De Andrels 1n
3t. Louis, but all else was in his care., In fact, so busy was
he in the completion of the new home that he had no opportunity
to visit his superior even during the fatal 1llness which soon
attacked him., The constitution of Father De 4indreis had never
been very rugged, and the rigorous iKissourl climate soon suce
ceeded in sapping his health end 1life. On October 15, 1320, his
body wasg brought to the Barrsens for burlal, and with a heavy
heart Iather Rosatl celebrated the funeral Nass.1? it the
moment of his death Tather Le Andreis appointed Heverend Joseph
Rosati as the superior of the longregation of the ilgsion in
America. . . ." wrote DBishop lou Yourg to the Vincentien Vicar-
ieneral st Rome. Iin the same lettor the bishop atated his
ahaice of Father Rosatli as Vicar~leneral ol the diocess, adding,
"If Yather Rosat: fsil us, all will (o to ruin."€0 jor d1d he
fail. His earnest and sugcessiul work at the Barrens as

"pagtor, Seminary head, builier and rector, Seminary and ollege

180p'}4alley, "Centenary of the Seminary”, citins Mss. Notice
of iev. Andrew lerrarl.

19Rosats, Life of e Andrels, 211,

201bid., 233.



’rofessor « » « Superior of his community, and master of
novices" allowed him to make only two or three hurried visits to
3t. Louls in four yeara.al

In a letter to Cardinal Litta, Bishop Dou Bourg applied for
him as his coadjutor, and ecited his gualifications thus:

o » o & most distinguished priest of the Congrega-

tion of the lMission about thirty years of age. Ee is

wanting in nothing that would ensble him to gain the

reverence and the love of all: Virtue, especlally

prudence beyond his age, copious learning, & burning

zeal for souls, resocurceful eloguence, singular

modesty, & venerable gravigg of appearance, and an

untiring strength of body.

In the meantime the Sacred Congregation declided to create
the much laude? [ather Rosati vicar apostollic of Alabama and
lMississippi, The young Vincentlan, now thoroughly alarmed, at
once declined the honor both because of the inabllity of these
districts to support a bishop, and because of his own modesty.
25 o

He even returned the documents to the Holy See. ortunately,

Bishop Dou Bourg saved him for the diocese by earnestly renewing
his plea to have him as a coadjutor.®4 1In this connection,
Father Horgna, the Vincentian whom the bishop had directed to

intercede with Propaganda, received definite instructions which

?1Souvay iev. Uharles L., "Lazarists in Illinois”,
I1linois Cath. Hist. Rev., I, 303-310 (Jan., 1919) 306.

2230uvay, "Documents from Our Archives", St. Louls Cath.
Hist. hev., I, 184~-196 (April, 1919) 196'

23Sauvny, "Documenta’, 11 {April, 1920). Note on p. 144.

24'&«;n iiss. entitled lphemerides "rivatae Iml. Josephl
Rosatl, Ephl. 3. Lud., i, opening entry of 1823, This
work wili be herealter referred Lo as llary of losatl.




read in part:

¥y second request was that Father Hosati be given
to me as Coadjutor, and that at the same time he
remain as the head of your company untll a worthy
substitute may replace him in this office. As the
diocese cannot be divided for yet a long time you may
realize from your own experience that I absolutely
need a Coadjutor in the meantime; for the Dishop's
absence is the worst evil for the one as well as for
the other portion of the diocess, and he camnot be iIin
both places at the same time. Thus, my Coadjutor
would reside in the Seminary and from there should go
from time to time to wvislt St. Louls and the other
parishies,. If, when everything is ready for the crea-
tion of the Jee of St. Louls, they wish to appoint
there IFather [Rosatl I shell certainly maeke no objec~
tions. After all, if they are afraid to give him the
title of Coadjutor, let them make him Zishop in
Partibus, and my Vicer General for the whole of Upper
Louisisna as ggs done recently ror the ~ishop Of
QHSEGG. * » [ ]

Finally the request was granted. By means of a brief
dated July 14, 1823, Father RHosatl found himself still charged
with his work at the Barrens, but he was also to be the coadju-
tor of the Bishop of New Orleans for three years. When this
time had elapsed the diocese was to be divided and Bishop

26 ¥hen

Rosatl was to have second cholce of a part of 1t.
Father Rosati recelved this document, he at once sent out a
circular letter requesting the prayers of his people for the
lately deceased Pope Pius VII, who had given him this duty, and

for himself, "to obtain for me from on High the graces I need

2retter dated Feb. 27, 1823, Lo Father Borgna at Now

Orleans, from %ashington, in Souvay, "Documents”", St.
Louls Hist. Rev., III, 118~123 {Jan.-Apr., 1921) 12G.

26Lat&n Hriefl, copled Dy iather Souvay; Testlmonial Letter
of the Froec. Gen., Sept. 11, 1825, also copled by l'ather
Souvay.



to assist me to bear the burden which has just been impoased
upon me, in order that 1t mesy not prove a cause ¢f ruin to nme
and to others."?’ Bishop Dou Bourg consecrated him at Donald-
sonville, Loulsiana, on the feast of the Annunciation, 28

On his arrival in 3%. Louls, his first round of visits in
the metropolis was indlcative of his four chief interests and
efforts., He {irat called on the two great pilllars of educatlion
planted by Llsnop lou Boury, the Jesults and the facred Heart
Sisters at Florissant. The morning of Hay 21 he breslkfasted
with Judge Hullanphy, the man who was to be ths chief supporter
of the charitable institutions which the young prelate hoped to
establish. A vislit wlth Jeneral Clarke on the same day pointed
to the Bisnop's fourth line of actlone-the Uhristisnization of
the Indians. Tuhis is clearly indlicated in his dlary in the
following words:

“here 1 saw General Clarcke {(Clarke), presented

him Bisghoo Dou Bourg's letter, and we had a long

conversation on tho subject of the missions among

the Indlans. Our meetin; was most cordial, and since

General Clarcke (Clarke) snjoys great aunthority among

the Indians, I hope he will not fail to favor and

help the Missionarieg.<?

When the new prelate had returned to the larrens, his zeal

and energy found vent in his eplacopal functions and in divers

scclesiastical activitlies performed with almost unvarying

avﬂiary of Rosatl, December 24, 1323,

281p14., March 25, 1824.

290114 material and that of the next three pazes are taken
from nosatli's uvlary on the dates mentioned.
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repularity. On Saturday morning at six he heard the confes-
sions of the elsters who had recently founded a girls' achool
near the farrens. In the evening at {ive the seminarians were
heard, snd on Sunday, the brothers. On Mondays and Wednesdays
he gave conferesnces Lo the seminarisns, on Taesdays, to the
cormunity. Othor confessions were heard on Tmrsday and Priday.

As Tall approached his work incrsagsed. Althoush his ssc-
tion of the diocese extended over z vast territory, there were
only threes parlshes In I1llilnois, one in Arkansas, and eleven
parishes and stations ln Hlssouri. These scatteved settlements
were attended to by btut ten priests. Besides, the clergymen in
St. Louls also had toc adminlister to the college which Bishop
Dou Bourg had founded there.”? In order to provide the scat-
tered Catnoliocs with greater opportunities to practice their
religion, he instructed nis confreres, ather 0din and the
deacon, Jonn Timon, to vislt the southern missions. The teati-
monial with which he presented them reads as follows:

Joseph dosatl, by the grace of God and the
authority of the Moly Apostolic See, Bishop of
Tenegra, and voadjutor of the 3lshop of Louislana.

To all ths memders of the Catholice Church who
sinall read thess, greetings,

Knowingz that e great many famlllies dispersed

throughout the vast and extsnsive portion of ithis

Diocese especially committed to our care have been

these many years destitute ol every kind of spiritu-

al assiatance for want of clergymen, we have thouzht
1t our duty to afford them that spiritual comfort

aoﬁothensteiper, Rev. John, History of the Archdlocese of
Qr. Louis (3t. Louis, 1 19237 42 20, citing a letter of
Tather John Mary Odin from the Seminary to the Propaza-

bicn of the iralth.
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which 418 now in our power.3l

In September he started on a Confirmatlion tour. At the
cathedral he found a class of fifty-two boys and girls. The
followlng day he was at loriasant, noting with Interest that
the superlior there had six scholastics tesching six Indlan hoys
to speak and write Fnglish. After hils return to 2t. Louls he
visited the anclent parish of Cahokia, Illinols, where he cone-
firmed forty-seven. IHe then went southward and confirmed at
8t. Cenevieve. e returned to the seminary on October 10,
1824.5%

Puring that year the number of seminariana had increased,
but the income had decreased, and in spite of the Pope's zift
of 621 scudl (about $600.00)3% the institution began to feel
the effects of poverty. Bilshop losatl, realizing that the
Americans could afford no rellef, decided to send the president
of the St., lLouls College, Father Nell, to secure help in Furope
for both institutions.®4 His choice secmed to be a wise one,

for Father Nell was hizhly respected even by the Protestants of

Slygs. Volume entitled Coplae (!) Litterarum et Documento-
rum Officialium, A. D. 5. Rosatl, #3, Sept. 8, .
This volume 1s in the St, Touls Chancery Office. The
title 13 not in Bishop Hosati's handwriting, and Father
Rothensteiner says that 1t was written by Father Lutz,
the bishop's secretary.

32n1ary of Hosati, Sept. 22 - Oct. 10, 1824,
3371bid., Sept. 16, 1824.

54L1ttera D. Neil 1in FEuropam proficiscendum data. KRough
draft in Coplae Litterarun et Documentorum.
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gt. Louis.S® Unfortunately, however, he sent few funds or
subjects to hip btishop.%6

It was poverty, too, that alwmest brought a greater evil to
the seninary, for Fishop Dou Rourg felt that the institution
would fare bettor 1f 1% were woved te Lonlsluna. lle even
called hiz Cogdlutor southward for a conference on the matter,
The Leazarists, however, agreed that 1%t was impossible fto under-
teke a Sertinery in the South at that tine.S! ifter he had sent
thia Qeclision tc the Superior, Pather Bacrari, Bilshorn Rosatl
obtained the counsel of his frlends at Pardstown, Bishop Flaget
and Blsliop Davids Those two prelotes not only denounced the
removal of the seulnary, but also advlised Secred Propaganda
thet the Diocese amnould be divided soon, so that Dishop Hosati
could recall sone of his clergy whom Bishopr Dou Bourg had re-
noved to Lower Luuiaiana.aa Disheartened by all this opposi-
tion and worn out by his nany years of nisalonary work Bishop
Dou Bourg planned Lo return to Furope. Yefore lsaving America
he went L0 the Barreuns to inforn hls Cosdjutor of his departure,
and to request him to visit Lowoer loulsiana during his absence.
Bishop fosatl unsugpsctingly complied with this petition and

after rovuming o the Jarrens he ordailned three members of hls

S5pmutn Teller (New York) July 9, 1825, cited in American
Catli. niste Rescarches, ¥XTii, "hev. Francis liefl of St
Touls, Fo. Address of .rotestants”, 166.

%6xothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, 440-441.

3Tpsary of Rosatl, Aug. 16 - Hov, 25, 1825.

SSRothensteiner, iHistory of the Archdlocese, 425.
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Congregation.3? The previous March, too, the ranks of the
clergy had been increased by the ordination of a Jesult, Father
Verhaegen, and two Vincentians, Fathers Boullier and Timon, 40
It was well for Bishop Rosatl that he had these young helpers,
for when Bishop Dou Bourg reached Furope he resigned his see.
On November 4, 1826, Bishop Rosati recelved the official report
of this in a pontifical brief stating that the diocese had been
divided and that he was temporarily to administer both sec-
tions.4l

This surprise was outweihed by the fear that the Holy See
might transfer him to New Orleans. He had pleaded with Propa-
ganda to permit him to remain in Missourl because the seminary
needed an experienced head.4a Besldea, the climate of New
Orleans made him ill., Then, too, he feared that he did not
speak French eloquently enough for a district in which some
people went to church to catch the speaker in his sermons. At
his requent Iishop Dou Rourg also interceded for him, though he
discredited the younger bishop's plea concerning the French.

"It is not so much eloguence,"” he wrote to Propaganda, "as

Sgbiagx of Rosati, Sept., 1826.

4000rreapondence of 1826, January 17, #2. Letters of
Rosati that ere copled and arranged by Father Souvay.

4lyss. Bull of the Division, and the Erection of the St.
Louis Diocese, in St. Louls Chancery Office; lss. Letter
of lather Borgna at New Orleans to Bishop Fenwick at
Cincinnatt, Oect. 20, 1826.

42ygs. volume entitled Epistolae ad Enos. (Cardinales S. C.

de Propaganda fido ab Epo. S. Iudovel Scripta ab Anno. D.
2. Eé%‘“‘te"r’ to Cardinal Somalia, Nov, O, 1826.

2.
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solid knowledge, profound wisdom and a virtue above every sus-
picion wiich are demanded in that important office."4® Bishop
Rosati's epprehension was finally allayed when he received word
that he was to have St. Louls as his diocese, and that the Holy
Father was to send a gift of $500.00 for its support.44

Having accepted the additional temporary burden of admin-
istering the Diocese of New Orleans, Bishop Rosat!l requested
that a superior be sent for the seminary, so that he might be
free for his great task.45 The northern part of his own
diocese needed his attention first. Just at this time the dis-
covery of lead drew to the town of Galena meny Irish immigrants
and thousands of settlers from Hissouri and Illinois. Although
they asked for a resident priest, the bishop could give them
only the services of the itinerant ilchigan missionary, Father
Frencis V, Badin, because he had no one to send.4® He tried
earnestly to obtain some inglish speaking priests but was
unsuccessful.4? fThe following year he received petitions from

the people of Edwardsville and Sangamon City (Springfield).

45Hothanateiner, History of the Archdiocese, 429, citing
the letter of Dou Bourg to Propaganda, May 1, 1827, from
Propaganda Archives,

445p1ptolae ad Cardineles. Letter of July 14, 1827. To
[} Capoellari.

4%pp1stolae ad Cardinales. Letter of July 19, 1827. To
Cardinal Cappeliari.

46Rothenabeiner, Rev. John, "The Northesstern Part of the
Diocese of St. Louis under Bisnop Rosati”, Il1l. Cath.
Hist. Rev., I, 175-195 (Oct., 1919) 187-188%

4730uvay, "Lagarists in Illinois", 316.
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Since the bishop then had an English speakin; priest, the
Reverend Anthony lutz, he commissioned him to visit the Indlans
and others at Prairie Du Chien and Galena.%8 During his
travels to these places the missionary also ministered at
Feoria and Sangamon Gity.49 The Bishop visited the gouthern
Illinoils towns on Confirmation trips, if not every year, at
least every second year from 1824 to 1839.90

Nelther did he neglect his responsibilities in the south-
ern dlocese. Although a visit in the fall of 1826 had provided
him with the opprortunity of forming an episcopal council for
this shepherdless dlstrict, he realiged that the good of reli-
glon required a thorough visitation. Therefore, on November 12,
after making arrangements for a long absence from the seminary
snd his flock, he boarded a south bound boat at St, Genevieve,
and reached New Orleans on the sixteenth day, November 28,91
Upon his arrival his consultors resadily agreed to the visita-
tion. He began by administering confirmation and first Holy
Communion at Donaldsonville. Then he proceeded with his task
of examining in detall the church, the sacristy, the sacred
vestments and linen, and the records of almost every parish. At

the conclusion of his examination he usually recorded his

4830uvay, "Lazarists in Illincis", 319.
49Rcthenstainer, Bistory of the Archdiocese, 467.

50Dia§x of Rosati; Mss. Letter of ‘lshop Rosati to Propa~
ganda, Nar. 21, 1828. Rough draft in the St. Louls
Chancery Office.

51p1ary of Rosatl, WNov. 12 to 28, 1827.
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recommendation in the baptlamal regiater.sz For two months he
traveled up and down the state. During January he completed
the survey of the Loretto Convent and all the churches of the
eastern part of the state except the one in New Orleans.

The following month a more difficult undertaking confronted
him, for the Church trustees of the metropolis had attempted to
secure from the state lezisleture a law permitting them to re-
fuse to accept any pastor to whose appointment they d4did not
ggrees. In order to prevent the success of this iniguitous pro-
posal Dishop Hosatl called a conference of his clergy. All
agreed that the law in question was in opposition to the Chureh,
and that they would not recognize any prlest eppointed by the
trustees. As an added precaution the prelate interviewed some
of the state genators end explained to them that, since this
petition was contrary to the law of the Catholic Church, 1t
violated religious freedom of worship and was alao in conflict
with the Constitutions of the State of Louisiana and of the
United States.53 Having resatored a temporary calm in the city,
the prelate spent the remainder of February in visiting the
parishes of western Louislana and the 3acred Heart Convent at
Grand Coteau. He also found $ime and energy to make a fourteen
mile jJjourney in order to console one of his priests who had

already spent three months in bed because of a broken thigh.54

52p1ary of Rosati, Dec. to iay, 1828.

531p1d., Feb. 1 to 14.

S41p14,, eb. 18.



The examination of the Cathedral Church and the Ursuline Convent
o New Urleans concluded the bishop's task there.

Although the visltation had disclosed some very edifying
conditions,®® the responsivility of the seminary and of two
extensive and widely separated districts weighed heavily on
Bishop Rosatl's shoulders. The burden was not lifted sven after
hisconfrere, Father Leo de Necksre, received the brief of
appointment to the Sae of New Orleans; for it was June 24 of
the next year before thls reluctant and delicate miahop—élect
was able to be consecrated.®® Not only was #ishop Rosati then
freed from the Diccese of New Orleans, but, after frequent peti-
tlons to his superior general, rfather John Tornatore had arrived
at the Zarrens on liay 2¢ to assume the responsibility of superi-
or and rector. Bishop Fosatl would have preferred to live at
the Barrens and thence govern hig diocese; yet, for its greater
go0od, he left the shelter of his monastery and established his
residence at St. Louis.57

Yrom thils episcopel see he had an irmense territory to
govern. Thirty«four entire dioceses of the present dsy, and
parts of the present dioceses of tarquette, (Green Bay, ill-

waukee, Feoris, Springfleld, and Belleville have been formed

&8 ,
Epistolae sd Cardinales. Letter of April 1, 1828 to
Cardinal Cappeiiari. ’

56ppief in the Archives of the Procurator General, Home,
America, II, Appendice, 18,

57c1arke, Lives of the Deceased Bishops of the Catholie
Church in Amerieca (N. Y., 1872) o64.
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from the original dlocese of 3t. Louls. [oreover, the outlying
district to the north and sast was belng administered de facto
by him at the entreaty of neighboring bishops whose sees were
far away.98 In 1834, however, at the second Council of Balti-
more, this territory as well as the vicinity of Chicagzo was
committed to him de Jure also. Hundreds of miles of trackless
foreat separated these regiona from the districts edjeining St,
Loula. ©5till, the zealous priests under Bighop iosati's guid-
ance performed the difficult task of establishing parishes
there and visiting the scattered settlements of pionesr Catho-
11cs.59

In addition to the dilstances, the climate created problems
for hieg helpsrs, though the vishop nimselfl remained guite
strong until he was nearly fifty years of age. Ve learn from
Father Holweck's articie, "Hev. John Francis Regls Loisel",
that the very year after this priest's ordination, the blshop
gave him permission to return to his (snadian home to recover
nis health.0 The cholera robbed him of two priests at Galena

a few yoars later.®l In fact, the city of St,., Louls itself was

58Rothenateiner, History of the Archdiocese, map of pp.
416-417.

5%isa. Letter of Bishop Flaget, bilshop of HBardstown, to
Bishep Fenwlck at Cincinnati, June 17, 1832. Notre Dame
Archives #6388; rather Souvay's copy of Facultles given
by Bishop of wuebec. Nov, 25, 1829. Origlinsl in St.
Louis Chancery Uffice.

60st, Louis tath. Liste kev., I, 103-115 (July, 1918) 105.

€lyiothensteiner, iistory of the Archdlocese, E51.




so f1lled with cholera end billious fever, and had 80 many varia-
tions in 1ts summer temporature, that the farmers dld not dare
to go there durin; July and August.62

The last trial, but by no means the least, was the dearth
of priests and money. In a report to the Leopoldine Assoclia-
tion on larch 10, 1830, the bilshor expressed thls need and
deplored the fact that he could not send resident priests to
the Cathollics who were clamoring for them, because he had but
few prlests and no means to support them.®3 In the same volume
of the Derichte, under date of October 1, 18 a record of a gift
of 10,000 florins (about §{5,000.00) for St. Louls "as one of
the four poorest dloceses".

Nowhere was its poverby more plainly shown than in the
dilapidated condition or the Cathedral churche. Hor thils reason
one of his greatest problems was the timely erection of an edi-
fice more worthy of the service of (od. The bishop called =u
neeting of his parishioners in the spring. Plans were con-
pleted and contracts placed by lecember 20, 1850.ﬁ4 rortunate~
ly, the prelate dld not realize that this undertelting would
cause & burden of debt so heavy that its weight would undermine

his robust constitution. iHe did not know that just at that

6274 mmermann, hd., "Travel into iissouri in October, '33",
wlgsouri Hist, xﬁv-, ﬁ, 35-43 11510'5 04' fe.& Wille Gy
e rollowers of Duden", Ibid., XV, 519~544 (1921) 542.

63gerichte, I, 28-35 (1831) 32.
S4Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, 505.




time the uropean Catholics were suffering so terribly from
contlnual revolutionary movemants and the evils of the factory
syatem that they would be unable to present thelr customary
alms for the American misalons. The construection of the cathe-
dral progressed, but the prelate had little with which to dias-
charge the expenses incurrsad, nor was he able to flnance any
new Iinstitutions for several yeara.65

“oreover, the Imropean dlaturbances and the renorts of
the success of the earlier imnigrants to America insugurated an
exodus of Cermans In such numbers that about 152,000 came to
the United States during the 20's.%® lany of these settled in
St. Louls and 1ts vicinity. The Bishop showed his interest in

-+

then by comaissioning Tather Lutz to say Mass for thenm in
Mary's Chapel, and by trying to procure prlests of thelr own
tongue; yet, he was apprehensive about thelr coming. e feared
that in thelr demand for prayer end services in their own lane-
guage they and thelr priloasts might cause disorders similar to

the occurrences in Laltimorc and fhiladel@hia.67 L8 no tusmlt

oceurred, his uncasiness was soon dispelled, for on ilarch 14,

65Ludiaay, Abbe L., "Some Correspondence Relating to the
Dioceses of liew Urleans and St. Louis”, Letter of Fosati
to Bishop Panet from the Guebec Archeplscopal Archives~e
printed in Hecords of The jmerlcen Catholic Historical
Society, of Philadelphiam, ¥iX, 305-325 (1908) 309=5810.

66Rekai, fev. Andrew Anthony, 0. M., "German Catholies in

the United States", Records of the American Cath. Hist.
Soc., ¥XXV, 305-358 (1926) 340.

€7Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, 833-834.
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1332, he wrote as follows of the Apple Creek Colony:
I am glad to hear of a new lncrease of the Snow-

bush (Schnorbus) settlement., It is a good acguisi-

tion for the community at large end for relligion in

rarticular. Theae good Germans are very industrious

and ugeful citizens and excellent Catholics. Hany

compliments from me to Er. Snowbush (Schnorbus) and

to all the newcomers. A good number of them are come

to St. Louis.®8

lieanwhile the missionaries in the wild woods were sending
Bishop Kosatl word that their difficulties were lncreasing in
proportion to the number of immigrants. Lrom New Madrid, in
the extreme southern part of Kissouri, Father Peter Lefevere
informed him that the people, indeed, assembled at the court-
house for religlious services, but that thelr chief purpose in
coming was to visit and be entertained.®® Hundreds of miles
northward his efforts to effect the proper attitude toward
religion were being echoed by a unique missionary, the Reverend
Samuel Mazzuchelli, O, P, His Journeys throughout southern
Wisconsin and northern Iowa and Illinois, together with his
suggestions to Bishop Rosatl, lent an added weipht to the peti-
tions which the latter received from the Cathollios there. A
few years later when he had priests, the bishop sent them
northward, and soon both CGalene, Illinois, and Davenport, Iowsa,

erected churches.’70

6 ctter of iosatl to Rev. John Timon, iare. 14, 1832. St
Louls Cath. idist. Rev., T {Oct., 1918} 179.

Sgerzfrith, Charles F., "Catholic Beginnings in Southeast-
?rn Iowa',1M1d~Ameries, %11, Hew Series I, 311-333
October, 1929) 318.

701pid.
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For Bisgho:n Hosat! the year 1833 was filled to the brim
with endeavors of all kinds. It waa then that he sent the
first resident priest to the neopls of Chicago. Thelir petition
had been sent to Blshop Flaget, but as he could not comply with
1t, he forwarded It to Eishou Rosati. On April 16, the latter

read the following: request:

We, the Catholics of Chicago, Cook County, I1l~
inois, lay before you the necessity there 1s to have
a Pasgtor in this new and flourishing city. There
are here several familles of ¥rench descent, born and
brought up in the Homan Catholic Faith, and others
quite willing to ald us in supporting a Pastor, who
ought to be sent here before other sects obtain the
upper hand, which very likely they willl proceed to
do. We have heard several persons say that were
there a Pastor here they would join our religion in
preference to any other. e count about one hundred
Catholics in this town. We will not cease to pray
until yon hgve taken our important request into con-
sideration. '+

The bishon of St. Louls saw that here was a wonderful opportu-
nity for spiritual uplift and he sent “ather St. Cyr at once.
On Yay 3, 1833, after a journey of three hundred miles, this
zealous priest reached the new city. Besides establishing
schools in the outlying districts, and calling a asynod of the
clergy, an event of great importance for the bishop was the
Second Provincial Councll at Baltimore.’? Here he met Father
Peter Richard FKenrick, the priest whose qualities impressed him

so greatly that he requested him as his coadjutor nine years

7longhan, Wm. J., "Petition of the Catholics of Chicago
for s Priest", Americsn Catholic Historical Hesearches,
XV, 126~126 (July, 1898).

72retter of Rosati to the Associlation for the Propagation
of the Falth, May 13, 1833, Annales, VII (1834) 154,
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later.”’3

Several of the Pilshops at this sssembly were in St, Louls
the follcwing October 26, in order to share Blshop Hosati's joy
et the completion of his new cathedral.”’4 He had reason to be
proud of it for even now, two yeers after the colebreation of
1ts centennial, 1ts imposing structure gives the beholder an
imoression of the orderliness snd sturdiness of i1ts bullder.
Though the large limestone blocks, the Noric pillars, snd the
central tower are quite weather-beaten, they give promise of
performing thelir task for numerous decades to come. The
interior, now newly decoreted in cream, blue and gold, is alry
and spaclous, snd the unusually highly elevated sanctuary
brings into prominence the beautiful sltare.

Near this central church of the dloccese the bishop and his
sgcular city cleryy lived a life simllar to that of a religlous
community. They never accepbted Invitations to dine in seculsr
homes. 4£11 had to be in readiness for calls, for no one knew
whethier the next peprson to reguest their services would spesak
Inglish, German, or French.’® BRBishop Rosati kept in touch with
all the work, and performed e large share of the parish duties.

His convert classes became s0 popular that, in the year 1839

7SRothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, 532.

741as, Tetter of Bishop Rese from Detroilt to Bishop Pur-
cell at Cincinnati, Sept. &, 1834, KNotre Dame Archilves,
#5760.

7SRothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, citing
Rosatl's letter Lo Cardinsl redicini, 508.
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alone, 299 persons whom he had instructed embraced the Catholic

faithe ©

One would suppose that with 3o many converts and immlgrants
the bishop's resources would have mountedj but such was not the
case. The new settlers, especlally the Germans, were too poor
to help,77 and 1t was not long before the bishop began to feel
the effects of the strugyle against the tide of finencial 1if-
ficulties in which he found himself engulfed. In this strain
he wrote thus to the Archbishop of Cincinnati the following
spring:

The circumatances in which I am placed at present
are very embarrassing. It wes a common opinion
amongst our friends here that by the sale of the
plctures I might expect to relize (realize) between
$10,000 and $12,000., I relied on this calculation to
have the means of paying if not entirely, at least
nearly so the expenses of the building. I was highly
disappointed. We hardly have {2,000 from the sale of
the pictures. e had also, on account of the fright
concelved at the noise made during the ceremony much
less than what was expected from the collection.
Several other resources have failed, some extra work
bllls have been swollen beyond our expectation. So
that I am presently obliged to borrow money at
interest in order to meet my paymenta; and it will be
very difficult with me in these times of distress to
find money enough to complete them all. o . « Since I
had the pleasure of enjoying your company I have been
three times interrupted from my usual course of occu-
pation by those bad colds s0 common and in seversal
cases so fatal in this country. I am yet confined to
my IoO0Me » o o

76Curtia, Georgina Bell, "Farly Conversions to the Church

in America”, (atholic Historical Review, I, 271-281
(1876) 278.

anuden, Gottfried, Iuropa und Deutschlend, Von Nordameri-
ke sus Betrachtet, I, (Bonn, 1833) 1¢5.

78%58. Letter to Blshop urcell, lar. 20, 1835. Archives
of Notre Lame University, /c272,
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Difficultiea together with successes were likewise the lot
of the priests who depended on him for support. By this time
nearly all of the Indians had been moved west of Missouri, and
fervent Jesult missionaries were extending their ministry to
the thousands of red men and the few white men whom they could
serve from such points as the XKickapoo and Potawattomi Misslons,
at Council BHluffs and Sugar Creek. Father Lefevere, a secular
missioner, reported to the synod of 1837 that his scattered
flock extended throughout seven Missouri and six Illinois coun-
ties.”’? Another priest informed the bishop that it took three
months for a circult of his Illinois and JTowa missions, and
then he was never in the same place more than three nights, nor
near a fellow priest. He longed to be stationed in closer
proximity to other missionaries. "Then", he wrote, "we could
see one another sometimes. We could ask for consolation in
affliction, counsel in doubts, without being exposed so much to
die without the consolation of receiving the last Sacra~
ments. « « «"80 In Arkaneas, too, the work was very difficult
because the Catholics were so scattered. However, success
accompanied the labor here as elsewhere, especlally after two

great lsaders of the infidels became Catholics.5l

79Repert of Father Lefevere to the 3ynod of 1837. St.
Louis Arochiveas.

Boﬁampker, Rev. John ., "Catholicity in Southeastern
Iowa", Records of the Am. Cath. Hist., Soc. of Philadel=~
hia, 11, 128-142 (1886-1888) 161-168.

81lnrothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, 487.




27

Fortunately, the Holy See was forming other dioceses in

Bishop Rosati's northern and eastern territory. When the lat-
ter had consecrated iather Brute the Bishop of Vincennes, he
expected to be relleved of the care oi Chicago, and to have
Father St. Cyr released for his own flock. Yet, when the new
bishop pleaded that he had only two other priests, the Italian
prelate allowed the misslionary to remain in Chicago until April
17, 1837,8%

During that very year the need for priests in hias own
dlocese resched unprecedented heights because of additional
thousands of immigrants from Creat Britain, Germany, and France.
In 1838, according to Buckingham, there were in Hisaouri twelve
thousand Catholics, more than half of the churchgoers, and this
number was continually increasing. He saw no less than 340
Germans in one boat bound for Kew Orleans.83 Since at that
time there were millions of square miles of cheap public land
for sale in Bishop Kosatli's diocese, many newcomers came up the
Nississippl to this region.e4 A few German priests came with
occasional groups of immigrants, but their number was wholly

inadequate.

82Gaprraghan, Gilbert J., S. J., "Bishop Brute and the
Mission of Chicago", St. Louis Cath. Hist. Rev., I, 201~
214 (1919) 204.

Bsﬁuckingham, Jos S., Eastern and Vestern States of America,

I1I (London, 1842} 30.

B‘Letter of Bishop Rosatl to the Leopoldine Assoclation, of
27, 1838, Berichte, XII (1839) 46.
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Thinking that perhaps a personal plea for priests and funds
would bring a more generous response from the Europeans, the
bishoo plaenned a trip to Rome.88 His preparations began by
sending all the religious communities of women a request for
prayera for the success of a diocesan gynod. Then followed &
gystematic visitation of all his establishments, beginning with
those east of the Miasiaaippi.aﬁ This task must have served to
prove to the bishop that he needed another type of assistance.
Although Bishop lLoras, the recently appointed bishop of Dubugue,
had tnken charge of Galena for him, the work was becoming too
great for his strength, and he yearned for a young helper to
share his burden and to keep pace with the new opportunities.

He expressed his blight to Bishop Blanc at lew Orleans in the
following terms:

For as regards my situation, Ngr. and very dear
Father, I know very well that without a coadjutor one
will not do half as well what one ought to do in a
place where the immigration is all of Catholics and
is greater than in all the other places, where 1f one
cannot do immediately what needs to be done one can-~
not do it (at all). One in which the parishes al-
ready establlighed are at a distance of 1400 mlles,
where one must journey on land, through places where
there are not regular roads for traveling, it 1is
impossible to traverse these distances, and it must
be done, and I cannot do it alone. My task surpasses
my strength. I have not time to finish one thing when
it is necessary to begin eanother. It 18 necessary
that I be my secretery, my Vicar General, my councill,
for those who were named for these duties are placed
in circumstances which make the exercising of these
functions an impossibility. . « . For some months I

85piary of Rosatl, Jan., 1839. The original of the third
part of the disry from 1836 to 1841 is in Rome and was
copied by Father Souvay.

861p1d., Apr., 1839.




have not had an instant of rest, I rise every day
before four o'clock, and at the end of the day I am
still obliged to put away things for tomorrow, I
will continue as long as I can but such conditions
will never endure for a long time.8

Both Joys and disappolintments were mingled in his ZEuropean
tour for help, iaving left his diocese on April 27, 1340, he
reached Paris in July.se During his stay at the Vincentian
house thsere, he descoribed with childlike happiness the privi-
lege of belng a simple Lazarist:

You can imazine our mutusl Joy. They have given
me the best rooms in the house where in the midst of
our affectionate confreres I enjoy a tranquillity
such as I have not known for msny, many years. It
seenis £to me a real “aradlse. I have had a black
cassock made, have put on the little white collar
and the knee breeches and am a Lagarist Just like
the others.59

it was by means of letters from Paris, too, that he induced six
membersa of his congregation and a brother to leave Italy and
prepare to start for Americe in Sepbember.go Resuming hils
Journsy, he reached Rome, the scene of his novitiate and eleva-
tion to the priesthood. ILven there, in the midast of his joy,
his solicitude for his co-workers never ceased. On ebruary 9,

1841, he wrote to one of his brethren at La Salle:

87ppench letter copled by Father Souvay and bound in his
collection "Correspondence of 1839". Original at New
Orleans.

88piary of Rosati.

89Letter of Rosatl at Paris to Father Raho at La Salle.
July 12, 1840. lisa. translation made by Father Anthony
Imtz acout 1876. Library of the Ho. fist. Soclety,
Jef'feraon Memorial, St. Louis.

1914,



i'm sorry that you remained with so little assist-
ance, but I hope that it will asoon come, for our

brethren who went from Turin ought to have already

arrived. « « « It i3 necessary also to pray Providence

to send us the necessary means to meet expenses. 30

far, except from the Assoclation in France, I have not

received anything; many honors and nothing else. « +

My spirit has acquired new strength and my affection

for my dear Diocese (also). « + « It 1s always present

to me, especially at the memento which is larger than

in America--the savages, heretics, catholiesi clergy,

religious, the youth, temporal needs. « « .

About the time when Iishop Rosati was planning his return,
the Holy Father requested him to visit Haiti as his delegate,
in order to obtaln a concordat with the rulers of that distract-
od island. The bishod understood negroes~~he himself had been a
slave owner--and the rope knew his prudence. Hevertheless, 1t
was only after the Holy IMather had appointed lather Peter
Richard Kenrick of Philadelphia as his coadjutor that Bishop
Rosati consented to undertake the task in Hait1.9% Finrst he
returnad to Philadelphia to consecrate his coadjutor and send
him to St, Louls. Then he salled to the negro island and suce
cessfully arranged the agreement with the Holy See. Azain he
set out for the [Lternal Cilty to present his report. UWhile en
route he communicated to the Propagation of the Falth his jfoy
that the arrival of the eight Lagarists, four Jesults, and

seven clerica of St. Viateur whom he had sent from Europe had

9retter to Father Raho at La Salle, from Monte Citorio,
ebs 9, 1841. Iiisa. Translation made by Father Lutsz,
Library of the Ho. Hist. Soclety.

98ppi1ef of Appolntment, Apr. 30, 1841, copled by rather
Souvay. OUriginal in the Archives of the Proc. Gen. Rome,
America, Pt. II, Appendice, p. 14.



preceded that of his coadjutor.?3 o one understood more
clearly than Pishop Rosatl what a consolation this addition to
his clergy would sive the new western prelate.

Iaring that winter in Rome he became serioualy 111, but
recoveread, and contimed to interest others in the work of hils
dlocese. Spring found him all eagerness to return to it, ami
he had traveled as far as Paris before another attack of illneass
geized him. As the doctors in that city advised him not to
take passage, he rebturned to end his deys in hils novitiate hom%%
in the Dliocesan Chancery there ls an old book containing the
following notice of hils npassing: "September 25, 1843, st Home

dfed the Illustrious Bishop Rosattl (Rosatl), first Bishop of

Ste Louis, Mo. May he rest in peace."9d

©3 etter to the Lesslers du Conseil Central de Paris de
L'Oevre de la Propagation de la Foi, Rough Oraft in the

Archives of the Proc. Gen. Rome. Dated April 14, 1842.
Copled by Father Souvay.

94Shea, John G., Hierarchy of the Catholic Church in the
United States, T Ree Yok, T806) Te3.> —oren 10 the

9B emoranda Missionum, 189. St. Louils Archdiocesan Ar-
chives,
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CHAPTER 1I
INFLUENCE ON THE FDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE LAZARISTS IN AMERICA
Do not imagine when I tell you about our monase-

tery, a house such as those of Iurope destined for

the home of & community! Our monastery consists now

of five twenty foot houses . . « in & woods where

one finds the trees placed one upon another. , . o1

On October 1, 1818, a 1littls cavalcade of six wagons
accompanied by a few pedestrians slowly wended 1ts way south-~
ward through those Mlssourl woods mentioned in the quotation
taken from one of Father Rosati's letters to his brother. The
young men on foot and in the wagons were the students and the
teascher of Blsghop Dou Bourg's seminary who were on thelr way to
a 8spot celled the Barrens about eighty miles from St. Louls and
ten miles from the Mississiopli River.

We may suppose that Father Rosatli, the leader of the
group, was picturing theilr new home as the bishop had des-
cribed 1t to him that spring: "A vast undertaking--a house of
60 x 38, of 2% stories with such a cellar under the whole as
there is under the Brick houge at St, Thomas in which we may
have two hallas of 26 x 17 and 2 cellars of the same size."®

Truly, Bishop Dou Bourg had begun a great project; but both the

1Letter to Kicola Rosatl, Jan. 19, 1326, in French, trans-
oribed by Father Souvay and bound in his Correspondence
of 1826.

8Maa. Letter of Bishop Dou Bourg to Rosatl, April 22,
1818, St. Louls Chancsery Office.

32



oompletion of the material building and the achievement of
intellectual results were to be performed under the leadership
of another.

A clearing in the forest brought into view the real
seminary--a small church, and an unfinished one story log cabin
about twenty-five by eighteen feet. Of course, their prelate
had found temporary quarters for the institution about two
miles from the church where there was & house to be used by the
newconmers until the completion of the new building: The Jjoy of
being in thelir own diocese sesmed to lighten the burdens of
their primitive surroundings. Their classes were resumed, and
thelr recreation periods were spent in assiasting the parishion-
ers at the seminary dullding, or in working in their 640 acre
field with the brothers.

After a winter spent thus, they finally moved into their
own structure~«a gimple log house of four rooms; or rather,
four alightly partitioned corners. While Father Rosati was
teaching theology in one of these nooks, various ocoupations,
such as cooking, experimenting with the manufscture of macaroni,
talloring, or shoemaking were being carried on in the others.
Ocoasionally, too, a noisy cow would thrust her head into the
cabin. At night the whole place was transformed into a dormi-~
tory by spreading mattresses on the floor. The sleepers rested
well, even though at times they were covered with blankets of
snow. The refeotory was in another log house a short distance

away. During wet weather, however, the students often preferred



to go to bed supperless rather than venture across to this
bailding.®

Sound Jjudgment and & healthy constitution were required to
lead the institution to suoccess under such conditions. That
Father Rosati possessed these requisites is shown by the faot
that under his guidance there was "such plety and resignation
that all sesmed to feel happy and advance in the way of salva-
tion®. 4 It was only a few years, thersfors, befors he had
transformed this woodland spot into a veritable beehive of
learning.

The first step in bringing the school of the Barrens out
of its odsourity waes to have it incorporated by the legislature
of Missourd. By the Act of Incorporation Father Rosatl was
named one of the five trustess. A majority of these was em-
poweroed to constitute a gquorum to transact business, such as
deciding the rates of tuition, eto.B Bishop Dou Bourg wrote to
congratulate Father Rosati, and stated that this resognition by
the legislature prepared the way for many th&ngt.“

The gealous direstor was not long in Ddeginning the new
projects., Additional log ocadin apace was secured, and, the

SRyan, Rt. Rev. Stephen Vincent, "Early Lazarist Missions

and Missionaries” vnat 83;30: cntholgo Historical

4clarke, Lives of Doceaggg Blahggs, 358, 359.

5Gapy of the act made by candle light on Kov, £8, 1828,
before it was signed by the governor. Recopied by Father
Souvay.

6Mss. Letter of Dou Bourg to Rosati, Feb. 6, 1823. 3t.
Louls Chancery 0ffice.



very next year, he began to admit boys as collegians in order
to support a greater number of seminarians. During all this
time, of course, Father Rosatil was the pastor of the parish at
the Barrens and the chilef teacher of the seminary, as well as
superior of the Congregation and supervisor of the bullding
process. Horeover, in July, 18233, after he was appointed
Bishop Dou Bourg's coadjutor for Upver Louisiana, he planned to
have some of his priests educate the Indians at Prairie du
Chien, Wisconain. The older prelate, howsver, rendered this
hope impossible by removing nearly all of the Vincentlans to
his ssetion of the dlocese.’ Thus, Bishop Rosati's greateat
effort and attention were still centered on the Barrens.

The spiritual growth of the seminarians was the first con-
cern of the resctor. For this purpose he usually assembled them
early svery ¥onday morning, and, after having appointed one of
their number to give a spiritual eddressa, he himself proposed a
subjeot for reflection. The diary which he began in 19823 givea
us examples of these conferences. On August 23, Bishop Rosati
wrote: "I spoke on the exercise of the presence of God. I
tried to show how efficaclious it was for refraining from sin,
2, realsting temptations, 3, advancing in virtue, 4, affording
consolation in affliction." Then he recorded the means by which
he had suggestad the attainment of this exeroise.® The practice
of noting these subjects of instruction in his diary must have

TSouvay, "Lagarists in Illinois”, 306-307.

Sgntry of August 23, 1824; Feb. 1, 1826.



been & preventative against tiresome repstition.
| Bishop Rosati also realiged how nuch the proper community
spirit among his Vincentians would affect the quality of their
educational work. Therefore, he gave them a weekly conference,
usually on Tuesday, and recorded the subjects in his diary.?
The community retreat, too, was preached with his usual elo~
quence each October when he eould arrange to be there.19 As his
1ittle band of Vinocentians was thousands of miles from the
Hother House in Paris, the commnity bulletins did not always
reach them: However, Bishop Rosati tried to keep fiwm the tie
which bound them to the Congregation. On January 17, 183&, he
sasked Father Baccari, their Superior General, for the circular
letters of several previous years, and for a list of all the
dead of the Congregation., His letter says in part:
We have been faithful to perform the suffrages
whioch you have recommended, one mass each month; bub

it 15 a satisfaction for us to ses the catalogue and

to know which of ocur brothers have passed to the

other life. _%We have not likewise the conferences of

St. Vincent.ll
How closely united the Vinscentians were can be gleaned from the
attitude of one of their own seminarisens, Thomss Moore, whom
Bishop Rosati had sent to New Orleans to recover his health.
This fine young man "returned from New Orleans, feeling no bene-

fit of the air, wishing to dle among his bfethren and friends."

9piary of Rosati, Feb., 1 and Sept. 24, 1886.
10101d., Oct., 1824 and 1827.

Lcorprespondence of Jeanuary, 1886, #2, in French. Tran-
Soribed by Tetusr Souvay.




He died on the evening of May 11, the day on which the bishop
had given him the last sacraments.l®

As the young prelate left nothing undones to promote the
spirituasl welfare of his inferiors, similarly, in arranging for
their intelleotual progress nothing was left to chance. On
Friday, liovember 5, 1883, of the year in which he was slevated
to the episcopate, achool work was begun for his fourteen semi-
narians and his handful of collegians as usual; the progrem had
been mapped out by him two days previously. He planned his own
classes first: "I reserved for myself the classes of Theclogﬁ,
Rhetorie, and Greek language, controversy, and Saored écrip~
ture.® The first two Latin olasses werse placed in 6hatgo of
Loisel, the third was given to Soleler. 0din and Pequin re-
oceived the French claases, while Wimﬁn‘and Moore were assigned
to those in English. Then there was arithmetic by Timon and
Thompson, penmanship by Labadie, and geography by Odin, Ver-
gani, the prefect, was to teach Gregorian chant, and Timon, the
vice-prefect, had charge of the choir, Solcier was also the
bell ringer, while Tucker and Moore were the infirmsrians. Be-
sides, the church and the community sacristies each hed thelr
caretakers named, The list of duties was completed with the
names of the two cleriocs in oharge of the fire, and Hamilton to
care for the candles they needed for 1ightu.13

The principal set the other professors an example of

12p1ery of Rosati, April 26, 1825; Nov. 27, 1825.
131b44., Nov. 3 and 6, 1824.



regularity, At 65:30 in the afternoon of the following Friday
he began his class in controversy, and on Sunday, at the sane
hour, he organized ths class in Sacred Scriptures.}4 MNoreover,
he prooured books from the direstor of the seminary at Lyons.l®
During the suaceeding school year he had only four assistant
professors, as Odin and Timon were travelling uianionnrioa.la
Besides, Father Saulnier, the president of the 8%, Louis Col-
lege, desired a seminarian for that institution, but Bishop
Rosati deemed 1t best to refuse.l” His own schedule that yoar
included theology at 8:30, philosophy at 10100, and Greek at
4:00. Controversy and Sacred Soripture were taught at the same
hours as in the previous year:18 o

The summer and winter of the year 1825 wers unforgettable
in the history of the institution. During August the senior
bishop had called Bishop Rosati to New Oprleans for a conference
sand had disolcsed to him a most disquieting scheme. Rosati re-
corded the interview thus:

He, moved by the great difficulties besetting the

progress of the Seminary at the Barrens on assount of

the latter's scanty inocome; wishing, moreover, to

provide Lower Loulsians with another Seminary of our

Congregation, spoke at length of the necessity of

such a foundation, affirming that it would prove most
helpful even to the ochurches and the Seminary in

l4ptary of Rosati, Nov, 7, 1884,

151pb14., Nov. 26.

16Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocess, 411.
17 iery of Rosati, ov. 26, 1885,

181p14., Nov. 28, 1885.



Klssourl. His opinion was, therefore, that I should,
as soon as possible, devote all my energies to this
foundation; that I should leave in the Seminary at
the Barrens one, or maybe, two priests, with the boys
of the lower clasases, and to o with 211 the rest to
Lower Loulsiana, to conduct the Seminary and College
there teo be srected. My soul was pierced to the
quick at hearing this; and I represented to the eager
prelate the diemal condition into which the church of
Missouri was to be plunged, destitute as 1t would be
of 811 spiritual help. PBut on his retorting with
vehemence that my refusal to consent to this ocapital
project was equivalent to bringing ruln upon the
whole Dioccese, I found it impossible to resist any
lonzers I gave my oongent, and have written to the
Vicar General. . » 01

However, at a second conference Bishop Dou Bourg agreed to
let the other Vincentlians express their opinion on the matter.
When Bishop Rosatl returned to them and related the sad news,
they, too, disapproved of the Loulsiana seminary project.20 on
the other hand, the conditions at the institution seemed to
prove the correctness of Pishop Dou Bourg's views; for the
intenss heat and long draught had been alded in thelir orop
destruction by a small insect. The young prelate was compelled
to buy corn and wheat, but had no money to meet expenses. They
ate bread as black as the earth.2l Providence was their only
nope. 22 |

In this extramity he turned for help to one of his con~
freres stationed at New Orleans, Father Borgna. From him he

19p1ary of Rosatl, Aug. 16, 1885.
201p3d., Nov. 25, 1826.

Blypench Letter of Rosati to i'ather Borgna at New Orleans,
Hov. 27, 1825, copiled by Father Souvay.

gebiary'or Rosati, Nov, 22, 1825.
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beaought & few nlates and ssucers, a barrel of molasses, and &
little rice, for the seminary had nothing but beans. Later on
in the winter they had to eat corn bread, and try to find a
11ttle wheat for the sick.®® Fortunately, Rosati secured a
doctor for the latter by making s written contract with a phy-
slclan who was in debt. The latter, Richard Dorsey by name,
prom!sed hls services to the semlinery for five ycars, in con-
sideration of 3Bishop Rosati's assumption of a one hundred dol-
lar debt, and the gift of a horse.24¢

Finally the hard times began to improve, and the danger of
dissolution was averted by Bishop Dou Bourg's reaignation.
Bishop Rosati could truthfully relate: "Our seminary daily
acquires new strength".®5 When the achool term, '26-'27,
began, he was adminlatrator of both Upper end Lower Louisiana.
In spite of this grave responsibility, however, he planned to
teach Sacred Seoripture, collation of cases of conscience, and
controversy--classes whioch met only once or twice a,waok;ze
Durding his many enforced absences he often placed the instit?w
tion in charge of Father Odin, éne of hig disciples, In the

followin,; excerpt from one of his letters this young Vincentian

gsFrench Letter to Father Borgna, Dec. 23, 1825, copied by

Father Souvay.
B4ptary of Roseti, Jan. 18, 1826.
a5ﬁothonsta1nar, Kev. John, "Bishop Englandi's Correspond-

ence with Bishop Rosati", Letter of Dec., 1826, Ill.
Cath. Hist. Rev., X, 55-&1 (July, 1987) 60. -

26p1ary of Rosati, Nov. 12, 1826.



pletured to his parents what a responsibility in iltselfl the
management of the seminary wasg

I find mysell now entirely charged with the con-
duct of this house; lgr. Rosatl 1s almost always on
the Jourmey 1ln order to visit the immnense dlocese
confided to hias care. The burden which his absence
imposes on me 18 quite heavy for my feeble shoulders.
Cur houss is composed of three young prieats newly
ordained who assist me in the teaching and in the ex~
erclse of the ministry; of 20 seminarians, of 27
puplls, of eight lay brothers, and 18 persons of
color. We are forced to rurniah the food, the cloth-
ing, etce for this numerous fawlly, and we have not
hardly any other source than that of Providence.
Sometimes discouragement almost overcomes me, I do
not know what means to take to procure the most
necessary provisions; but God is euch a good father,
who always comes to our assistance. The seminary is
His work end He protects it in quite s speciaeal men-
ner, I can say even in gquite a miraculous way.?2

Indeed, when Bishop Rosatl returned from the South in May, 1828,
he found them all well, notwithstanding their poverty.ga
wuite frequently the bishop's homecoming meant an 1nerea§0
in the enrollment of the institution. In June, 1827, he es-
corted there meven boys from ILoulsisna, and after an ordination
at St, Louls he returned with two new colleglans whose family
names were promlnent in the hilstory of that c¢ity, Edward Chou-
teau and Benjamin Soulard.2? He would sometimes notify the
parents of a prospective student that his departure for the
senminary was isminent. Mr. Amphaux of Thibodeeauxville, Louisl-

ans, received one of these brief messages from him on June 4,

2T.etter of Jan. 14, 1888, Annales, III (1323) 533.
28p1ary of Losatl, May £2.
291p1d., June 16, 1827; July 2, 1828.



1828, It read thuat "If you are now of the intention to send
your son to the college I warn you that I shall depart on the
North America."®0 Two days later he informed the Vincentian
priest who was stationed in that neighborhood that the boat had
arrived and asked him to have the parents prepare any new stu-
dents or letters for the seminary boys. Often, too, when leav-
ing the seminary, he would convey the students' letters to
their parents.d}

When the summer of 1828 arrived, the school had become 80
crowded that Bishop Rosati felt constrained to build s brick
college, even though this would augment the debts. PBesides,
since the seminarisns were received gratis, he needed a greater
income to support their ever increasing number. He hoped to
obtain this by enlarging the college in order to accomodate one
nundred pupils.®® Another reason which made it imperative to
build was, as Father Odin stated, "that our house has becoms a
confused medley of ecclesiastics and seculars", and the separa~
tion of the college boys from the seminarians was essential to

the well-being of the establishment,S53

SOLetter from New Orleans, VI, #132 of Rosati's Letter
Book, copled by Father Souvay. The original 1s 1in the
o Louis Chancery Uffice.

Slpetter to Father Tichitoli, June 6, 1829, Letter Book,
VI, #159.

S2Letter of Rosati to the Soclety for the Propagation of
the Faith at Lyons, Annales, III (1825) 554.

53 etter of 0Odin, Ibid., Nov. 1, 1829, 539.
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Bishop Rosati completed the oarpenter's contract on June
18, 1828, and the bullding contraoct on July 9. The latter
shows how undertalings of that kind were arranged at that time.
It reads in part |

We furnish him four hands, and four boys, he will

furnish another moulder, vili make, barn and lay the

bricks, for three dollars a thousand, counting 18

bricks to a ocubic foot, and measuring all the open~

ings. 1 have made & contraoct with Barret Johnson, s

- stone mason, to make the foundations of the college.

« ¢ » Also 1 have contracted with James Michael for

the stones necessary for the foundations, he will

quarry, and bring them to the Seminary. . . « Lastly

the same James Michmel has undertaken to cut, asplit,

and,p%io the wood for burning the brick at 50 cents a

cord.
On July 14, after Bishop Rosati had indicated the place for the
foundations, the excavations began.38 On the ninth day after
this he laid the first stone, and Father 0din, the second, The
work went on steadily, thus completing the masonry foundation
in less than a nonth.as

In those days the sochool session extenied from October
until the end of September. We may imagine with what interest,
and, perhaps, with what distraction the students watched the
building process. Neverthelsss, examination days presented
themselves as usual. Bishop Rossti examined the classes of
theology and first Latin on September 5, and the second and
third Latin clesses ths next day. The collegilans went through

the same ordesl at his hands about two weeks lster. The end of

34p1ary of Rosati, July 9, 1828,

351p14., on dates mentioned.
MMQ, Aug. 12, 1828,



the term and the closing exercises came on September 25, That
afternoon all assembled in the hall where the spectators were
gathered. After the program of songs, dislogues, addresses,
and speeches, Bishop Rosatl distributed to the best students
the rewards for the various subjects and addressed them bLriefly.
Then, while asinging, all crossed the hall into the chapel to
watch the honor atudents place their wreaths upon the alt&r.37

As the new bullding was not ready for ooccupancy that fall,
classes were resumed undsr the old conditions on Ootober 4,
1828, The bishop taught only thaoloéy that month, but added
the class of Ssored Soripture twice a week during November,38
For his work he was delighted to receive a collection of Greek
wall inscriptions which were made and sent to him by a friend
who had journeyed to Turkey.®® In Jamuary, the principal pre-
pared for the transfer of the college to the new atructure by
drawing up a set of regulations for the teachers and pupils.
After dinner on Febdbruary 11, the fifty students crossed over to
the new buillding, and the bishop explained carefully the rules
he had formulated.,%0

S8ecuring the extra pupils was one thing, but providing for
them was another, especially during the days when communication

- 37Dtary of Hosati.
3@12;5-, Qect. 4 and Nov. 9, 1688,
391bid., Oct. 6.
401p14., Jan. €, 1829,



was indirect and transportation was uncertain. Once during
that school year when the bishop was in New Orleans and wished
to pay a debt to a oreditor at 5t. Genevieve, he had to entrust
the money to Captain Scott, of the asteamboat, "North America.
The following month, having secured some funds, he desired to
send them to Father Odin for his pressing debts at the seminary.
Again Captain Scott was employed to present the money to Mr.
Petit at St. Genevieve and to request the latter to transmit it
to Father 0din.4 During the same sojourn in the South the
bishop secured material for habits and oassocks by having it
charged to the aoccount of a parent who owsd board for his son
at the eollego“” As he recorded all these ﬁvunnaotiona either
in his letter book or in his sccount book, these two writings
contain a truly interesting variety of articles that he pro-~
oured for the establishment at the Barrens: An entry for July
13, 1829, showa that he bought a pair of mules for the vheat
mill, while ons for August 17 states that he paid nine dollars
for a subseription to the North Amerioan Qutrtquyg‘a

There was now quite a household to be maintained u%'thn

Barrens, according to Bishop Rosati's report to his superior,
Pather Salhorgne. The perasonnel of 130 comprised sixzty college

students, twenty-five seminarians, five young soclesiastics for

4lretter of Mar, 30, Letter Book, V, #60; Ibid., #69.
- 4871:4,, #69, to Father Odin, Apr. 18, 18829.

431p14,, #1569, to Mr. Felix Valle of St, Genevieve, from
e Barrens.



the Congregation of the Miesslion, five priests and Father De
Neckere who was to bes oconsecrated Bishop of New Orleans as soon
as he regained his strength, seven brothers, three postulants
for the brotherhcod, twenty-one negro workers, and two old
secular priests.$$

It was in March, when a dogen more collegians had been
enrolled, that Bishop Rosatl pleaded most ardently for some one
to relieve him of the responsidility of the seminary.$8 *°1
pray you, for the love of God," he wrote to Father Salhorgne,
"send Mr. Tornatore, or some other of you to teach theology,
the ceremonies, the chant, snd to form the novices. « » « The
nesd is urgent,"46 |

8ix weeks later he emphasixed what was happening during
his enforced abssnces from the Barrens. Disagreenent was rife
becsuse some members of the community objected to the college,
others to the presence of the negroes, "I have much to suffer,"
he continued, "and if my attachment to the congregation were
feeble, I would leave to rest at 2t,. Louil, and ocoupy myself
with my dlocese, But I do not do it and will not do it." He
sxplained clearly the necessity of retaining the college, not
only because it supported the seminary, but also becsuse it
sncoursged vocations and prepared the young men for prisstly

4414ttor of Jan. 6, 1830. Photostat made by Father Souvay.
Original in the Archives of the Mother House in Paris.

45 etter to Father Salhorgne, Mar. 9, 1830, coplied by
Father Souvay.

461p14a,



training. He simply pleaded to keep the college.$”

Finally, on May £6, 1830, Father Tornatore arrived to
assume the management of the 1nntitutinna.48 It was high time,
for that summer the college enrcollment reached its capacity, and
Rosati, now relieved of the administration of the Diocese of |
L&uiszuna, was required to devote his time to the development of
the Diocess of St. Louis.4® However, since he loved the Congre-
gation of the Mission ams a ohild loves its mother, he spent a
month with his brethren at St. Mary's Seminary before he took up
his abode at the episcopal see.

Eighty miles of wearisome horseback riding or dangerous
steamboat travel now separsted Bishop Rosati's new home from the
0ld one; yet we may believe the latter was never far from his
thoughtas. Nor did he fall to assist it in divers ways. The
firat October of his absence he obtained from the Saered Congre~
gation for the Propagation of the Faith the privilege of sending
two of the seminarians to study at the Urdan College at Home,
The Holy Father even agreed to pasy their traveling expenses as
woll as the three hundred dollars for their education and sup-
port, although this was not the custom of the Holy See.50

47Lotter to Father Salhorgne, Apr. 23, 1830, copied by
Father Souvay.

4BLotter to Father Salhorgne, May 26, 1830, Rosati's Letter
Book, VI, #111, May 26. -

49Letter to Father Salhorgne, June 27, 1830, copled by
Father Souvay. A

80Letter of Propaganda to Rosati, Oct. 29, 1830, St, Louils
Chancery Office.



Hilary Tucker and George Hamilton were the fortunate students
whom the prelate sent when the winter hed passed. After these
two youths had satisfactorily completed their studlies and
returned to him,sl the importunate Biashop of 3t. Louls requested
the Sacred Congregation to receive two more students from his
seminary.58

If the bishop would have besn required to pay their ex-
penses, they would never have received a European education,
for the financing of the seminary was a problem in itself. The
bishop made ococasional contridutions to pay for the college
building, and sent the superior forty dollars for the purchase
of land containing a marble quarry.53 He also acted as finan-
cial agent in receiving the board money from the parents of the
students, and transmitting it to the Barrens.5¢ supplies of
all kinds, from tin gutters to beans, were secured for the
material welfare of his proteges.5 The largest psyments in
his account book were for the seminary books.56 Four English
coplies of Rodriguss which he donated to the seminary in May,
1832, cost five dollars a piece. The printers osme in for their
demands on his resocurces by presenting bills for furnishing

51Lnttor of Propaganda to Rosati, Apr. 28, 1838, S8t. Louls
Chanoery O0ffice.

58piary of Rosati, Jan. 3, 1839.

S3Rosati's Acocunts of Monthly Payments, Mar. 16, 1833.
S41p14., July 5, 1831; Oct. 13, 1832; Jen. 8, 1834.
581p14,, July 3, 1831; June 25, 1832; Feb. 15, 1834,
5€:1b1d., May 1 and 7, 1832.
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bulletins and a prospectus for the seminary.57 The bdishop even
had to pay about eight dollars for traveling expenses for each
of the seminarians when 1t was necessary for them to go to and
from St. Louis to the Barrens.08

He himself visited there at least once a year, usually at
the close of the sohool, and sometimes presided over the examin-
ations and aistribution of rewards.®® During one trip in the
winter of 1834 the bishop's horse gave ocut, and he had to spend
sixty dollars for sanother to complete the journey to 8t. Louis.
At another time in Dnaaibar, 1832, he was accompanied by Bishop
FPlaget, and how his heart must have filled with pride as he
listened to the addreases so appropriately given in English,
French, Latin, and 8pnnilh.6°

His Joy &n the institution is well expressed in this part
of his 1833 report to the Archbishop of Vienna:

At our arrival in this land, the lack of purposeful

schools for the furthering end spread of our hol

religion was noticeably felt, Now there is a co{1oga

in connection with the SBeminary of 3t., Mary of the

Barrens whioch 18 going well and has 120 pay ntudantu.

They are there instructed in languages, fine ‘ru'io

sciences, and, with the legal permission, the col
enjoys the privilege and rights of a University.8l

57Rosati's Accounts of Monthly Payments, Jan. 18, 1834;
are F}

L]

681p14., Oct. 20, 1834; Apr. 20, 1835,

89p1ary of Rosatl, week of Sept. £3, 1831; Sept. 25, 1834;
Tou 10, YH84; Jans 10, 1836.

80piary of Rosati, Dec. 8, 1834.

51Ib1d., Dec, 11, 1832; letter from the Seminary printed in
Shepherd of the Valley, St. Louis, I, #28, Dec., £9, 1832.
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If all the pay students would have been prompt in discherg-~
ing their obligations to the college, perhaps all would have
besn well:. The number that were in srrears, however, and the
poor financial administration of Father Tornatore, plus the
expense of another addition to the seminary in 1835, swelled the
debt of the Vincentians to sixty thousand franos. Besldes, the
complaints made to the gwerior general adbout the presence of
seculars became more frequent. For these reasons the Superior
General issued orders for the suppression of the college at the
Barrens, and required the bishop to pay siz hundred frances for
the education of every seminarian., Bishop Rosati oould not
agres to this, and those in charge of the seminary knew that
they eould not support themaselves at all without the college.
The anxious prelate wrote to the Pope and to Propaganda, and
requested that the college be left in its present status, and
that another seminary be sstablished in St. Louis,

Host of the credit for saving the cellege, however, must
g0 to Rosatl's pupll, Father Timon, who was appointed Visitor
for the Vincentians., He called a meeting of the community,
informed the Superior General that it was impossidle to close
the ocollege, and restored order in the community by banishing
the discontented and bringing back the members of the congrega-
tion who had been called to the vicinity of New Orleans. By

wise measures of economy he also reduced ths indebtedness, and
established a house of the oangregas;on in Cspe CGirardeau,
Missouri, in 1838. The superior later rescinded the order to



close the college, and even gave the Visitor ten thousand
francs for the Ameriocan establishment, The latter's wisdom in
investment is clearly shown by the tgat that none of the money
was lost in the financial orisis of 1840. The college pros-
pered once nore.62 The blshop, greatly relieved, made the trip
for the closing exercises of September, 1837, but was unable to
say lass or to distridbute the awards, The next yoear the
commencement was at the end of August, and the bishop was there
and presented the honors.83 |

Keanwhile other disoiples of Bishop Rosat!i were establish-
ing Catholic schools far away: The prelate had asked Father
Timon to send two Lasarists to minister to the hundreds of
Catholic families near the canal that was being constructed from
La Selle to Chioago. After the pair of gealous young mission-
aries had estadblished themselves well at the former plece, they
opened the first Catholic school thers on July 1, 1838. Both
boys and girls were taught in it by a good Irishman called
Scully.®¢ we might say that the mmble abode of the two Vinscen-
tians became s school for the adults » for the example of total
abstinence and the presching of the missionaries won the victory
over the great amount of drunkenness whioh was rampant at thelr

62rme above scoount of the crisis at the seminary is taken
from Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, 383, 701~
704,

63piary of Rosatl, Sept. 26, 1837 end Aug. 30, 1838,

6“8;1'.50‘ "Statistical Survey of the Church in the United
States®, Records of the Am, Caeth. Hist. Sog., XXXVIII,
193-206 (1927) 200, — T
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arrival. The bishop was much pleased with the work done at la
Salle, and when he visited there on October 13, 1839, he noted
in his diery that the school was poor but neat and in good
order.%®% Two years later forty pupils were enrolled.686
Schools for boys only were established by Father Dshmen, C. M,,
at St. Genevieve, and by the Vincentians at Cape Girardesu.8”
The latter was taught so well by a postulant, Mr. ¥ooney, that
a rival Methodist school had %o oclose 1ts doors. In 1841 the
number of professors had inoressed to four.68

Bishop FRosati was then planning how to establish the
senior seminary at St, Louis., At the diocesan synod of 1839,
he strongly urged his clergy to plead with their peocple for a
genercus colleotion for this purpose.0? He had already re-
ceived a lot in 8¢, Louls, and bought sn adjoining ons, He
even began the construction of the seminary, but the project
was discontinued bLecause of the ensuing financial orisis. To
make matters worse, a fire destroyed some of the small houses
which he had erected for the support of the venture. MNoreover,
he had to borrow funds at from six to ten per cent interest in

ME%—& of Rosatij Shaw, Rev. Thos. A., C. M., "The Story

) s Mission (Chicago (1908)) ?1, 91,

66xano ML ante fundetionem urbis S. Ludovioi,
Pe « 1In 8%, 1' Archives.

671bid., 370.
68%51 %‘ Rosati, July 235, 18393 Rothensteiner's Histo
emoranda, p. 170,

Shea, listo the Catholic Church in the United
bat; States, 693, of

69
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order to finance the existing institutions.70 The generous
Iuropeans were the hope of the worried bishop then, and he
meant to represent the needs of his diocese by a personal
appeal.

During one of his last trips to the seminary on March 23,
1840, he had so gieat Aiffioculty in reaching it that he record-

ed the adventure in his diary thus:

After giving the hadbit at the Visitation the
previous day we started for the seminary. When we
had arrived at the river the first sailor refused to
transport us to the other bank; but we came to
another who agreeiny, we placed the cart in the
skiff, but the horse escaped from us, Only after
three hours did the servant return with him, and
then we had to walt until evening until the sallor
who was in the woods to get the horse should return.
We finally orossed the river and came to the semin~
ary at 4 p. m. (P. M)

The "Metropolitan Almanac and Laity Direotory"” for 1842-
1843 has a desoription of this educationsl center as it was
managed a year or two later by Father Pagain, one of the

bishop's own pupils. The prospsctus sayss

The System of Education includes:

Resading, Writing, Grammar, History, Poetry, Hyth-
ology, Geography, the uae of Globes, Book-keeping,
Arithmetio, Algebra, Geomebry, Plane and Sphepical
Trigonometry, Mensuration, Surveying, Theoretical
and Practicel Astronomyj the Latin, CGreek, French,
Spanish, German, and Itsllan languegesj XNoral and
Katural Philosophy, and Chemistry, Musioc and Drawing.

The ocollege is supplied with a chemical labora-
tory, and a complete philosophical apparatus,

The professors of the modern langusges are gentle~
men, for whom the languages which each one teaches is
his mother tongue. The scholastic year commences on
the first Monday in October, and ends on the last

70,65t er of Rosati st Paris to the Prcpaggticm f the Falth
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Thursdey in August, on which latter day the anmual
commencement is hoid, premiums are distributed to the
meritorious end degrees are conferred.

The terms for boarding, 1od§1ng, and tuition,

washing and mending and doctoris fees, are {150 per

annum, payable half-yearly in advence. An extra

charge of $10 will be made for those who atudy Span-

ish, German and Italian, also for Natural Philosophy

and Chemistry, to pay for breakaze of apparatus, and

bed end bedding will be charged {5 per annum, if

furnished by the college, MNusic and Drawing are also

extra charges.
The faculty included eight professors besides the prealdent.

At this time Rosat! was abrosd end had secured priests and
supplies for the institution., His plans for moving the senior
senminary, however, were carried out by his coadjutor and the
Lagarist visitor. The six theologians and their three profes-
sors temporarily took up their abode in a house on the bishop's
lot, but later they were more conveniently situated in the
Soulard Mansion, Bishop Rosati's other project, the transfer
of the preparatory seminary into the hands of three Viatorians
whom he sent from Furops, was also scoomplished by his assist-
ant, but ended in fsilure. Bishop Kenriok transported the
"Little Seminary™ back to the Barrens and the college to Cape
G:rﬂl‘d“uéva

Thus at the time of Bishop Rosati's death in Rome, the
preparatory seminary and novitiste of his congregstion were all
that remained of his establishments there. The college was
still a flourishing institution,but it really had a better op=

portunity for success at Cape Girardeau, for most of the 3t,

71 (Bal timore, 1843) 116.

vgﬂothanaboinaw, Higtogx‘gg the Archdiocese, 838, 837,



Louls youths who were desirous of higher education were then
attending the already flourishing St. Louls University.

The measure of the beneficial raauits of Bishop Rosati's
work at the Barrens oan perhaps be summarized in the best way
by stating that on April 20, 1840, he performed his one hundred
twenty-second ordination, that of 'ather Nicholas Stehle,

73

Co Mo All of these young priests with the exoeption of a
gocore or so of Jesults had received their training, either
partly or entirely, in the institution begun by him and cavre-
fully guarded since the year 1812. In addition to this, about
six hundred boys and young men were recelving a Catholic edusae
tion. JNearly one~half of these were sttending institutions
conducted by the Vincentians, while the rest were being in-
structed by the Jesult priests whose learning aend seal had
earned from Bishop Rosatl the sincerest apprecliation and cocoper-

ation.74

vsniggx‘gg Rosati.

V‘Report to Propaganda, 1840. Original in the Archives of
the FProc. Gen., C. M., Rome. Copled by Father Souvay.



CHAPTER III
EDUCATION FOR GIRLS
It 1s much eagier to begin and multiply institu-

tions for girls.l

While Bishop Rosati was Intent on fostering institutions
for the sducation of doys, he did not neglect to provide aimi-
lar opportunities for the cultural advancement of the young
women of his dloceses His work 4n this fleld was of two types,
the introduction of new religious orders of women, and the care
and uulelpzicttiun of the foundations belonging to the communi-
ties secured by Bishop Dou Bourg,

The latter form of activity was begun even before his
elevation to the episcopate. In 1882, when his bishop obtained
the consent of Father Nerinckx and Mother Juliana to establish
a colony of their Loretto Sisters at the Barrens, Fathsr Rosati
‘yolunteered to take ehaége of the spiritual interests of these
sisters.2 On May 7 when the twelve slsters srrived from Ken-
tucky, Bishop Dou Bourg was in New Orleansj but Father Rosati
had a log houss prepared for them. The sisters named the new
home "Bethlehem", for poverty was its cutstanding

1L0ttor of Rosatl to the Leopoldine Assocliation, Aug. 14,
1833, from St. Louis, Berichte, VIII (18385) 20,

aabthqnltoiner, John, "Father Charles Nerinckx and His
Relation to the Diooese of St. Louis", St. Louis Cath,
Hist. Rev., 187-176, I (Jan., 1919) 160.
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characteristic.d However, this very condition exhibited the
patience of the sisters and incited in thelir director the
greatest respect and eateem. In one of his letters of 1825, he
gave us this ploture of their austere lives:

You would be greatly edified at the sight of these
holy women, but what am I saying? One sees only
their clothes, for their faces are covered by a very
coarse cotton veil., Their clothing, their furniture
and sll that pertains to them, breathes poverty and
humility., They work all dsy lomg, not only at their
sewing, spinning, weaving, but slso in the field.
Along with frequent prayer, a perpetual silence,
except during one hour of recreation after dinner,
sanctifies thelr very long day. They rise at four in
the morning. » + « They go barefoot, wear only
clothes which they make themselves, of cotton dyed
black, in summer, and of woolen, in winter. They do
not undrese at night. Thelir bed consists of a simple
straw mattress stretohed on the floor. Their bill of
fares 1s not more dainty, no coffees, tea, or sugar. .
.1‘1Thzir principal object is the Education of orphan
girls.

The sight of the very hard life of these sisters must have
reminded him forelbly of his own arrival at the Barrens five
years befcre, and many were the aots of kindness and assistance
which he and his seminsrians performed to ease the hardships of
the sisters' pioneer days. At least, the following letter from
Father Nerinokx gives us basis for this supposition:

I was prevented for some time from paying the

dedbt of gratitude I owe you on ascount of your

paternal care and the holy offices and many and

great attentions, of pious solicitude, whioch you

were pleased to render so gealously to our one-time
Lorettines, now your Bethlehemites. May the

3shea, History he Catholio Church in the United States

(n" orK,

‘Luteov of Rosati to the brother of Bishop Dou Bourg at
Bordeaux, lMay 23, 1823, Annales, I, 1828, Bl.



Almighty God give you a hundred fold return and may

He give them what I understand is the wish of every

one of them, to live and then to die under your

paternal care and direotion. I cannot but spprove

most heartily of the form and site of the little

monastery which you procured for them,5

ﬁorqﬂvor, when Bishop Rosati scoepted the coad)utorship,
he requested the Sacred Congregation to allow him to reside at
the Barrens, so that, among his other duties, he might watch
over the "monastery of the Holy Sisters of Loretto founded with
the greatest utility not far fram the seminary a few months
ago." In order to retain this privilege, he enlisted the
prayers of the only other community of women who were working
in Missour! at that time, the Sisters of the Sacred Heart.®
Thess religious who were then conducting s school in Florissant
were firat seen by Losati after hls consecration in 182@. o
courses, while the bishop resided at the Barrens, the lLoretto
sisters received the larger share of hia help. He sald Holy
Mass frequently for them, and gave them a place in his program
of weekly confessions and conferences.’ On the other hand,
though the Sisters of the Sacred Heart wers nearly one lndred
miles awsy, he undertook this Jjourney to be their extraordinary

confessor.B

Spetter of Rosatil from Loprstto, Kentucky, Sept. 24, 1823,
cited in Rothensteiner, "Father Charles Nerinckx and His
Relations to the St, Louis Diocese", 168,

Sgpistolae ad Cardinales, Letter of Dec. 5, 1832, 5.

TDiery of Rosati, Aug. 5, 18243 Mar, 26 and Aug. 7, 1886.

aIbid.; Sﬂpt; 30, 3-824‘
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Bishop Rosati placed the Loretto sisters under a still
greater debt of gratitude by his kindness to Father Nerinokx,
their founder. vwhen this elderly priest was almost overcome by
the trials and misunderstanding wh ich burst upon him in the
diocese where he had labored so long, Bishop Rosati received
him and gave him a home with the Vincentians at St. Genevieve.
However, he did not long survive his exile, for after a brief
1llness he died there on August 12. The prelate had his body
brought to the Barrens, snd after the solemn High Mass he gave
the absolution, preached the sermon and ioeaupmn&od the body to
the 8istera' cemetery. Two days after 1ts interment he had it
exhumed and placed in a tomd built by a Jesuit brother.?

Although the life of the community founded by Fathar
Nerinckx was so rigorous, several young women of Missouri were
soon attracted to it. Between the bishop's many duties at the
seminary, he found time to attend personally to the examination
of postulants and novices, and to the reception and profession
of the sistnra.lQ This was true not only when he lived a short
distance away, but also when it was necessary to make the
eighty mile trip from St. lLouis to perform these car.monioa.ll

As there were four new sisters professed on March 21, 18285,

Bishop Rosati was ready to surrender some of them to begin a

9 ;
Code, Rev. Joseph B,, Great Amavicgg Foundreasses (N.Y.,
S ug L] I Igm

1929) 147; Diary of Rosat], .
1Q§%§§;‘g§ Rosati, Feb. 2, 3, and 24, Mar, 25, Dec. 26,
-

ll1pd., Oct. 30, 1826; July 18, 1828; Dec. 26, 1828; Dec.
IV“%ha 19, 1832,



foundation in Louisiana. On November 21 he brought to the
monastery the announcement that he wished to send some sisters
to the parish at Donaldsonville the next Sunday.l® He selected
the three sisters who were to found the new convent, appointed
their superior, and sent them southward under the guldance of a
Vincentian seminarian whom he was dispatching to a warmer olie
mate for the benefit of his health. His charaoterisation of the
three aisters whom he thought capable of beginning a new educa-
tional institution is given in the dlary as follows:

Mother Johanna was Ceolily Miles. Was also the
Hother of Loretto., ©She is a siaster, I believe, of
good will and some knowledge of administration, not
strong in health, somewhat lowespirited and somewhat
unfriendly to her subjects. 5he was very well liked
by several, by some not. She writes not very well;
¥nows how to bleed, I believe she is pious and a .
good religious, loving her vocation.

Sister Rose is another, discreet, her family is
Elder, of the County of Nelson. She 1s very useful;
bleeder, shoemaker, fit for any work but rather less
exact, still of no great vices.

Bister Regina Cloney, from Baltimore, 2nd teacher,
is a good scholar, but somewhat hasty. . « « 3he will
4o well,1i8

In spite of having given up three of their number the home
commnity progressed under Bishop Rosatit's watohful ocare. When
their kitchen was destroyed by fire during the succeeding win-
ter, he had Father Timon recommend the asisters to the charity

12p1ary of Rosati, Mar, 21 and Nov. 21, 18285.
131p3d., Dec. 18, 1825,



of the people of the Barrens who attended the Mass the follow-
ing Sunday. He wrote a letter to the superior of the flourish-
ing Ursuline Convent at New Orleans beseeching her aid for the
afflicted sisters.l® A year after this accident the number of
aisters had mounted to seventeen and they had thirtye-six girls
in their charge, Some were orphana, while others were boarders
or day scholars who pald a very moderate fee,18 Bishop Rosati
was frequently far away from the Barrens, but during such times
their spiritual welfare was safely intruated to the other Vine
centian Fathers in charge of the near-by seminary. |
The Sisters of the Sacred Heart at Florissant likewise
received some orphans and day pupils, but in addition to this
work they were training some Indian girls and twenty-four young
ledies of the best families of the state,18 They, too, had
already sent out a colony of sisters and established a convent
school at Grand Coutesu, in Opelousas, Louisiana, about a
night's boat ride out from Donaldsonville. Madame Aude, the
superior there, had since founded another estabdlishment at St
Kichael's, about sixty miles from New Orleans. Bishop Roaati
hed shown a fatherly interest in tha‘Grnnd Couteau Convent by
visiting it nyrew weeks after his consecration.l” while comply=-
ing with Dou Bourg's request for a visit to Lower Loulsisna, he

l4Rothensteiner, John, "Bishop England's Corresponience
with Bishop Rosati®, 60.

1%piary of Rosati, Jan. 1, 1827,
16code, Great American YFoundresses, 219.

17piary of Rosati, Apr. 24, 1824.
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also came to the newer convent and gave the habit to a sis~-
ter.18 The superior knew his interest in guiding the young,
and when she learned of his approaching departure for the
seninary, she sent him the following note by one of her prote-
gest
The c¢hild who will have the honor of giving you

this lettex is the one of which I have told you,

praying you to have the kindness to take her under

your protection untlil 8t, Genevieve, and of recome-

mending her to the captain until St. Louls. He will

lead her to the house vhere our man of affairs

passes every week.l9

There was no girlas' achool in 8t. Louls at that time
though Bishop Rosatl knew that one was badly needed. For this
reason he urged the mother general of the Sisters of the Sacred
Heart to advise the Florissant superior to secure property in
the c¢ity. Having no means to procure any, the latter had re-
course to the well known dispenser of charity, Bryan Mullanphy,
This gentleman anawered her appesl by offering the sisters a
house on a twenty~four acre traet of land, and §1,000.00, on
condition that they would care for twenty orphan girls as long
as the foundation lasted,® These children were to be received
at ages ranging from four to eight years. Upon the entrance of
each ochild, he or his eldest daughter would give a small sum,

and half that amount for its yesrly support. The orphans were

18p4ary of Rosati, Apr. 24, 1824.

194g. French letter of July 8, 1826, from St. Michael's,
8t+. Louis Chancery O0ffice.

2000ds, Great American Foundresses, 221.




not to be reared luxuriously, but were to have simple food, no
tea or coffee. The amaller ones were not to have shoes in sum=
mer.2l The sisters might keep them until they were eighteen
yoars of age, and at their departure each would receive a small
smount from the ﬁullanphya.ga When Roaatl learned of this
offer, he heartily spproved of the undertaking and sent the
sisters his permission to acoept the gift and begin their
8chool.®% It was fortunate that the sisters did so, for that
property is still their best source of revenue; it has mainly
supplied the means with which they erected ths two superbd
present day establishments, the uaryvilld Convent, and the
Sacred Heart Academy and Mullanphy Asylum near the New Cathe~
dral .24

What a change was wrought in Mullanphy's gift by the
slsters' coming! The house was almost nsw, but had dbeen aban-
doned because it was yeputed to be haunteds, It stood on the
west side of Fifth Street, between labadie and Hickory Streeta,
in the district known as French Town. On lay 3, 1827, Kadame
Duchesne, the superior, accompanied by Sister O!Connor and one

T Saotue i sons de dme. Duchotmes Perig
33%;:? , g:::aigv:;naa. S. J+, "The Kullanphys of 8t.

Touls % cal Records and Studies, XIV, 70-11 {May,
®3p1ary of Rosati, Mar. 23, 1827.

24xenney, "The Mullanphys®, 97.
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orphan, took up their abode in this structure, and fbund that
the supposed ghosts were nothing more than spiders and wild
cats. Bishop Rosati was still in the South when they moved in,
80 he knew 1little of the hardships of the asisters in the new
hone-~their fear of ﬁrampa in the unfrequented neighborhood,
their chapel in a damp cellar, their lack of beds end chalrs.
But Father Saulnier, the rector of the cathedrsl, sent them a
cow, some frult and vegetables from his garden, and some school
and home furniture.2® The sisters obtained help from Franoce,
the happy faces of sixty children dispelled the gloom, and the
place was kept bright for the next formty yaara.aﬁ

eanwhile Bishop Rosati was traveling through the 3outh
for the good of religion. He brought to the Sacred Heart Cone
vent at 3t. Michael's a little girl whom her mother entrusted
%0 him when the ship stopped en route.27 That month he also
received the vows of one of the sisters at that convent., The
following rebruary he csme to the Convent at Grand Coutesu, .
baptized three student converts, and sasid Mass in their chapel
every morning during the visitation of that parish. Rosati
records that they had thirtysthree pupils at that time,38

353aunard, Histoire de Madame Duchesne, 377,

sﬁﬁn au, E, D., St. Louls in F;Eeheren ahren (St. Louls
1808) e, 1 =" !

27piary of Rosatl, March 3, 1827,
281114,, Feb., 23-30, 1828,
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In the leaderless South, there was one more community of
sisters to be cared for, the Ursulines of New Orleans. Bishop
Rosatl had made their acquaintance when he had attended their
cammencement exeroises shortly after his elevation to the epls-
copacy.%? Now, dquring April, 1827, he conducted a four days
visitation of their convent. The next month he came agalin, be-
gan their spiritual exercises, and confirmed fourteen of their
students. > Having traveled southward once more in the fall of
that year, he visited the Ursulines and their one mindred
charges on December 3, February 7, and April 17.51 Thias was
the last time Rosatl made official visitations of these cone-
vents, for his authority over them was soon to he handed over
to the new blshop of Xew Orleans.

After his return to the Barrens, and a brief viasit to the
Siaters of Loretto, he set out to expand the educational work
in St. Louis and its vioinity.5® The convent of the Sacred
Heart Siaters at 8t. Louls was first vialted. How pleased
Bishop Rosatl must have been with the good work donel One
hundred girls were alresiy vrofiting by this institution, How=
ever, the real object of his coming to St, Louis at that time
was the renewsl of an establishment which these sisters had

®9p1ary of Rosatl, Apr. 21, 1884,
3029.&9.*, Apr. 4, May 25 and 27, 1827,

alLotznr of Oet, 21, 1828, from Madeame Duchesne to Bishop
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S2p1ary of Rosati, May 22, 1828,



made during Bishop Dou Bourg's time, and had abandoned because
of its poverty. This was at 3t. Charles, on the Missouri River.
The Jesuit Fathers now had an establishment there, but they
needed a school for girls. Henoe they offered the sisters
their farm house for a temporary oonvent and achool, and prow-
mised to build them & substantial structure 1if they would
return to their former mission.3d As the arrangements were to
be determined on June 88, Bishop Rosati and the Jesuilt superior,
Father Ven Quickenborne, set out from Florissant and crossed
the Missouri River that morning. "I visited the church, the
building of which is almost ocompleted and the neareby homs
whioh is destined for the Religious of the Sacred Heart, and
which Mmes. Duchesne and Incilla had ocome to visit,"34 wpote
the bishop 4in his dlary.

Although the establishment at St Charlea was organised
then, it did not become an astuality until October.10,.: On. that
day the Bishop was again at Florissant awailting the arrival of
the two sisters who were to come from St, Louias. VFinally,
Madame Lucille Mathevon, the superior, and Madame Berthold
arrived, Then the bishop and half a dosen priests essorted the
sisters to St. CharlesS® and officially opened the foundation.
Aa the 0ld building had loet most of its window panes, the

33Beunard, Histoire de lme. Duchesne, 390.
54Dingx‘g§ Rosati, June 28, 18828.
35Baunard, Histoirs de Mme. Duchesns, 391.




élsters had to keep the outside shutters closed against the
cold while they served lunch to the bishop.36 MNoreover, their
dally fare was very poor because they had brought only meager
supplies. But the ochildren's parents remembsred the good work
done by the sisters during their previous stay at St. Charles,
and soon they had friends and pupils. When the bishop visited
them the next month, they alresady had eighteen boarders.
According to his report to the Leopoldine Assoclation the sis~-
ters conducted "a very large” public achool here two years
later. ,

Upon the bishop's return to St, Louis he found that the
sisters of the Smored Heart had the new chapel ready to bless,
but the number of pupils who boarded at the institution was
only eight.37 This number was so small in comparison to that
in the other Sacred Heart Convents in Louisisna that Mother
Duchesne believed her inaccurate English and her hesitant atti-
tude toward new methods teo be the stumbling blocks in the way
of progress. S5She therefore apprlied to her superior general,
Mother Barat, for release from her superiorship., Mothe» Barat,
too, thuught Kother Philippine was perhaps amiss in her "laock
of concessions to gain the oconfidense of the children's
families". Bishop Rosati, however, would hear of no such

36retter of Madame Philippine Duchesne to Bishop Dou Bourg

at Montauban, Oot. 81, 1828, Annales, III (1838) &7%.
371v3d., 573 Diary of Rosati.

e7



é8

change. In fact, in a letter to Mother Duchesne he informed
her that she was not only quite satisfactory, but also that she
wes the one whom he desired as the superior of the 3t, Louls
institution.3® That his judgment wes correct is proved by the
faot that on March 10 he could give the following report to the
Leopoldine Association:
Ve have in 8t, Louls a oconvent of Nuns of the

Sacred Heart of Jesus. They rear a certain number of

orphan girls, oconduct a boarding school for daughters

of well~to=do parents, and s public frse sohool.

About 100 young people of the female nog enjoy the

benefits which this institution offers.v9

After Bishop Rosati established his home in St,. Louis, the
Sisters of the Sacred Heart were more frequently encouraged by
his visits. The spring was nearly always the time for his
administering First Holy Communion and Confirmation in their
chapel, and attending the mid-year exercises of the sahool 40
The outstanding funotions, however, were in the fall. An eye-~

witness sent the following deacription of the event on September
18, 1832 to the "Shepherd of the Valley™:

The Farents and several other persons, who had
been invited on the occasion were very much pleased
with the progress of the pupils in the various
branahes taught in this valuabls institution. The
ornamental productions consisting of smbroideries,
different kinds of needle work, artificial flowers,
drawing, geographical maps, etc., were not less

3800de, Great Amerigan Foundresses, 822; Baunard g;atgggg
de Mme Eﬁahasua, 424. ! '

39Letter of Bishop Rosati to Bishop Rese, Mar. 10, 1830,
Berichte, I, 25-38.

‘o%’%a% Rosatl, Feb. 25, Apr. 25, Mar. 31, 1832; July
¥ »



interesting than the judiciously selected and the
original pieces recited by the young ladies. They
both unequivocally evinced the highly cultivated
talents of the Mistresses to whom their education 1is
sntrusted. It was truly a day of festivity for all
who assisted at the scholastic ceremony. Amid the
sound of the piano, the premiums were distributed by
the Rev, Bp. Rosatl to the lst, and 2nd. of every
class snd their brows were encircled with flowers.e-

The Exercises closed with an original hymn, which
was sung by two of the young ladies accompanied by
the pisno, and reflected muoh credit on their misi-
cal acquirenents. « +

Ample provision now béing made for educating the girls of
3t. Louis, the bishop tried to found schools in the smaller
and newer towns. The Sisters of Loretto were chosen for this
work, for they were established to educate the pearér class.
On May 26, 1862, Father Cellinl obtained the bishop's oonsent
and one hundred dollars to found a promieing school at Freder-
icktown, in Masdison County. School opened on October 13, 1832,
with forty students.®® The "Shepherd of the Valley" published
this peculiar advertilahqnt in order to increase the enroll-
ment s

, It has been remarked by eminent men that though

the scholar be formed in school the man is formed at

the Mother's knee in the first yoars of 1ife. "As

the twig is bent the tree's inclined." Hence, much

good must sccrue to soclety from institutions whioch

will better fit the mother for discharging her

important duties of moulding the heart of her docile

boy, 50 that he may become a good husband, father

and oitizens The other important duties of a mother
toward her young dsughters, duties whioh none can so

417rhe Shepherd of the Valley” was a Catholis weekly, pube
lished in St. Louis beginning July, 1832, There is an
incomplete file at the 3t. Louls University.

48p1ary of Rosati.
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well diascharge as & mother, render the too much
neglected esducation of young women an object of
peculiar interest to the Philanthropist.

With a view of becoming useful in this important
work, certain religlous ladlies have formed them-
selves into e community called the Sisters of
Loretto. They have egtablished a house of education
at Frederiocktown, Madison County, Mo., under the
patronage of the Right Rev. Blshop Rosati, and the
immediate direction of the Revs F. Cellinl, They
will teach Reading, Writing, Grammar, Arithmetioc,
Geography, History, Painting, French, Needle Work,
Embroidery, Musio, etc. A great and maternal care
will be taken of the health and morals of the
pupils. Young ladles of any religioua profeasion
will be received without the least preferende. Tho!
the Teachers profess the R, Catholic Religion, yet
no one shall be, in the least, troudbled with regard
to their peculiar religious opinions nor wi 1 eny
undue influense be used over their belief."43

The bishop alaa gave the Loretto sisters permiinian to
open two other schools during the same fall, one at New Madrid
and the other smong the German irmigrants of Apple Creek. 44
The following spring, Father Timon received the Bishop's cone
sent for a colony of the same sisters at 01d Mines.4® Unfor-
tunately, there was either a lack of patronage and encourage-
ment, or an insufficient number of young girls in the vicinity.
At any rate, the school of Apple Creek was closed within a
month after 1ts foundation,$6 while the Fredericktown convent
ceased to operate in April, 1836.

While eastern Missouri was thus supplied with several

‘w&hozhggg of the Valley, and Diary of Rosatl, Oct., 1838.
44piary of Rosati, Sept. 27, 1832; Oct. 13, 1832.

40piary of Hosati.

461p14., Nov. 15, 1838,
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schools for girls, the Catholics in the 0ld French towns of
Illinois had no such advantages. Therefore, in the fall of
1832, Bishop Rosat! petitioned Archbishop Whitfield of George-
town to send a colony of Visitation Sisters to the town of
Kaskaskia, sbout seventy miles south of St, Louls. Death called

this Haryland bishop, but the request was granted by his
suoccessoy, Arcohbishop Eccleston. He had the bishop of St.
Louis informed that six slsters, a postulant and uAlqy sister
had volunteered for the Illinois mission., The sisters wanted
to begin their Jjourney between the tenth and fifteenth of kpril,
and they expected Bishop Rosati to get in touch with them and
send them a guide and funds for traveling before that time,%7
During that year, however, the 3t, Louis bishop was so deeply
engrossed in his cathedral and other projects that Archbishop
Ecsleston hed graciocusly secured a guide and had already sent
the sistere towarxi St. Louils before any further communication
from Bishop Rosati reached Baltimore.48 |
When the sisters arrived it would be hard to tell whether
they or the people of Kaskaskia were more surprised. At all
events, after the asisters wore put out of the boat on the
Migsoursi side of the river, and sent their guide to snnounce

their arrival, they learned that no preparations had been made

47piary of Rossti, Oot. 13, 183e,

48Rothensteiner, John, "Archbishop Eooleston and the
Visitandines of Kaskaskia", Ill, Cath. Hist. Rev., I,
500~-809 (April, 1919) 508. ,



for their reception. Whether the bdishop had had no money to
make preparations or whether he reliesd on ﬁhs generosity of the
fine French Catholiocs of Kaskaskia we do not know. True, he
had stationed Father Condsmine there as a resident priest, and
had mentioned at Kaskaskia that he intended to establish a
convent and boarding school there, but nothing more was sald or
done. When their guide returned with this news, the sisters
would have returned to Baltimore 1f 1t had not been for the
encouragement of Mother Agnes and Siater Consaga.4® In the
afternoon they crosssd the river and found Father Condamine
sawaiting them on horseback, with three stage coaches for them
and thelr luggage. As they rode through the town they could
barely see the low houses hidden by the trees, and they thought
the log church was a barn.50 Pioneer days wers to be difficuls
indeed for people who had come from the sultured eastern states.
For the first year they had various convents. Upon their
arrival they wers assigned the upper story of the home of one
of their greatest benefactors, My, Horrison. Here they were
visited the following dey Wy the village inspector of schools,
and thelir fitness as teachers was acknowledged. On Sunday
Father Condamine explained their presence, and the next dny
they began to prepare their school in an sbandoned store belong-
ing to thelr other faithful supporter, Colonel Plerre Menard.

‘g'rronch, Helen, "First Convent in Illinois, Reminiscences
of Sister Mary Josephine Barber", Ill. Cath. Hist. Rev.,
I, 352-371 (Mar., 1918) 363, 356.
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Bishop Rosat! sent them fifty dollars for their needs two days
later. With the ald of & cerpenter they prepared an altar for
the chapel, and at the end of the week all was prepared for the
home and school.51 The undertaking was s success from the
first, and the people of Kaskaskia were proud of 14,58 an
editorial in the "Shepherd of the Valley" commended the institu-
tion in the following manner:
We are happy to inform the public that nine ladies

of the order of the Visitation, invited and suthor-

ized by the Right Rev. Blghop of 8t., Louis, lately

arrived at Kaskaskia (Ill,). They are a branch of

the celebrated Academy of Georgetown, D. Ci An In-

stitution for the instruction of young ladies is

already begun by them in that plasce, of whiach we

publish the Prospectus. This is the firat estadblish-

ment of this nature in the State of Illinocls. We

entertain no doubt about its success, and.wo hop.

that it will not be the last.83

The school attracted many more pupils during the next few
weelks bcbaua. Mr, Henard sand ¥y, Norrison sent them their
daughters or other relatives and secured several young ladles
from St. Louis and the nel ghboring towns: In faot, the friends
of the siasters realized that a larger convent would have to be
supplied before the month was over. Fortunately there was an
0ld unused hotel building in the town, and this was prooured and
prepared for their use. When all was in readiness, the bighop

formally escorted them into it, On the following day he blessed

51D1;£; of Rosati, and Acoounts of Monthly Payments, May 8,

585otice from the "Kaskeskis Free Praau”, eopied in "The
Shepherd" for May 25, 1833.

535eme issue of "The Shepherd®,



the home and the chapel. "After having given & brief exhorta-
tion," he wrote in his dlary, "I appointed the enclosure for
them in which they will remain until a monastery may be buillt.
1 was a guest at the home of Peter Menard."®% The prelate him-
self received the office of superior and spiritual dA rector of
the monastery, and the sisters began their regular exercises. 58

In a letter to her sister Josephine Barber, the postulant,
described this second home in the following cheerful manner of
youth:

Our house is large and convenient, formerly a

hotel, and 1s really bullt after the manner of a

Monastery. In the lower story are two large rooms,

one is a choir and the other a achool room, a refecs

tory, two suitable classrooms and above stairs five

cells and two domitories with passages running

through the middle of the house; the kitohen is

united to the house by a shed; sand we have a large

atable, the upper story of which is used as s cer-

penter's shop, and the lower part is the mansion for

our cow, calf and pigoggs and in the fall, for our

horse, sheep and pigs.

Bishop Rosati had evidently known the value of such friends
as the Menards and the Morrisons.57 The spacious home had been
procured within a month's timc,’whilo the bdishop had mads an
outlay of only fifty dollars. HNoreover, Father Timon had given
Mr., Louis Menard a note of $178.00 in order to pay for a piano

for the nuns, and on August 17 of that year the siasters had

S4ptary of Rosati, May 25, 1833.

851144,

B6Letter to the Ursuline Convent, Three Rivers, July 26,
1833, printed in the American Catholic Historiocal

Researches, VII (1890 .
7ascounts of Monthly Pavmemta, Aug. 17, 1832.

74



already deposited with the bishop the money to meet this oblige~
tion.

Although all was going well when Bishop Rosati wvisited
them in September, winter brought great difficulties along with
greater encouragement for the Visitandines.58 Their 1ights
were lard lamps which ceased to burn whenever the lard con-
gealed, This happened quite often in the 0ld house in apite of
the fact that the kHorrisons and their servants provided plenty
of wood for their fires.’? But there was joy in the midst of
the cold on December 28, for on that day a new postulant
entered the community and Josephine Barber received the habit,
Besides, three of thelr pupils were baptised by the bishop on
that day.0 Such a winter visit was a real danger to Bishop
Rosati, but his owmn asgount of it shows how he regarded it:

On ascount of the new sister snd the baptisms I

did not regret the voyage of more than 70 leagues

which I made on horseback on that little journey

during which the oold has been even to 32 degroes

below soro. ;b was naocgaury‘to oross mgfu than

one river on the igse, but God helped us.

As eion at that time the slasters had twenty-six boarders
and a good number of dey pupils, it was necessary to take astepa
to provide for a larger bullding in the spring. Accordingly,

in May, when the bishop was visiting the convent, the superior

88p1ary of Rosati, Sept. 6 and 7, 1832,
59rpoesch, "First Convent in Illinois", 366.
80piary of Rosati, Dec. 28, 1834; Nay 8, 1834.

6lretter to the Treasurer of the Propagation of the Fatth,
Aug, 1, 1835, Annales, VIII (1835) 274.
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asked him to select the site for it. Colonel Menard accompanied
them®2 and offered to pay for all the expenses of the lot and a
new brick strusture.6® Unfortunately, because of the small
demand for brick kilns, the bullding made so little progress
that nothing but the foundation was completed when winter came,
In feet, construction went no farther for two years.84

The trouble caused by this misfortune was serious, indeed.
Several sisters, dissatisfied by the crowded conditions in the
convent and the insufficient number of teachers, wished to re-
turn to Baltimore. Bishop Hosati was unable to speed the com-
pletion of thes building, but he did try to seocure udditionpl
sisters. After sending seversl petitions to Arshbishop Ecoles~
ton, he finally sent Father Philip Borgna to plead for some at
the oconvent itself. S0 persistent a beggar was he that he ob~-
tained one of the best members of the Georgetown community for
the Kaskaskia mission.%® Bishop Roseti was also willing to help
matters by allowing the discontented asisters to leave for the
motherhouse, but Arehﬁiahop Eoocleston would not permit this as
he believed that such a practlice would sound the death knell of
the uommunity.55

62rroesch, "First Convent in Illinois™, 364.
63pi1ary of Rosati, May 7, 1834.

S41r0esch, "First Convent in Illinois®, 364.

65pothensteiner, "Archbishop Tccleston and the Visitan-
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While these difficultlies in the Kaskaskia convent were
adding to Bishop Rosati's anxiety over his debts and the pauocity
of his priests, a happler event occurred--the opportunity to
seocure a colony of French Sisters of St, Joseph from Lyons with-
out any expense on his part. Some time previously thelr
spiritual director had been asked by Bishop Rosati to secure
funds and laborers for the dioccese of 3t. Louis.®7 In response
to this appeal he had mentioned to Mother 3t. John Fontbonne,
of the Sisters of 3t. Joseph, the needs of Bishop Rosati's dis-
trict. Father 0din, who was also in Europe at that time, added
his plea to that of Father Challeton, and both priests informed
Rosati of the benefit of obtaeining a colony of these sisters.68
The most attractive feature of the project was presented by a
wealthy French woman who was interested in the missions and the
Indians. She offered to defray all expenses if Bishop Rosati
would permit the Sisters of 3t, Joseph to open an establishment
in his dioccese.®? To their surprise the bishop accepted them
only under the condition that they would send some sisters who
were equipped to inatruct deafmutess As the Sisters of 8t.
Joseph had discontinued this work since the Revolution, it was
nescessary to send two of the many volunteers to the town of S5t,.

Etienne in order to learn the sign language. Six others were

673avage, Sister M. Lucida, The Congrezat of St. Joseph
of carondelet (St. Louts, 153,72p5 nantlon of

681p14., 30.
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chosen to proceed to America 1mmoﬁiabely.7° Amohg these fortu-~
nete volunteers were the two nieces of the mother general,
Sisters Febronie and Delphine Fontbonne. As Father James Font-
bonne, their brother, had also decided to join Bishop Rosati's
diocese, the little group was placed under his protection, and
they sailed from Havre on June 17, 1836.°%

In the meantime, Bishop Rosati had offered to sassign some
of these sisters to Kansas Clty, whers Father Roux was ste-
tioned; but this priest refused to accept them because they
spoke only Frenoh.”® Then the Bishop bade the Vincentisn who
was astationed at Cahokia, Illinois, to prepare a convent for
the sisters at this old Freneh town near Sﬁ. Louis. The bishop
was in New Orleans when the sisters arrived.”S When he visited
them at their temporary home in the Ursuline Convent, he
described to them thelr new homes in the towns of Cahokia and
Carondelet, In helping them prepare for their journey thither
ﬁho Ursuline nuns advised them to disgulse themselves as widows,
as a preventative against being insulted or considered sscaped
nuns.’4 Upon their arrivel the bishop escorted them to the
S8isters of Charity. Then he deposited their fund of twelve

70savage, The Congregation of St. Joseph, 32.
“libid., 34.

723arraghan, Gilbert J., S. J., "Selsoted Letters from the
Roux Correspondence, 1850-1854“, Cath. list. Hev,., IV
(1918-1919). Note on p. 98.

7591&31 of Rosati, Mar. 10, 1836.
74savage, Congregation of St. Joseph, 35.
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thousand dollars, and made the following not@tion in his
account book: "N.Bs This money.belcnga to the Sisters of St.
Joseph, and must be pald to them when they shall deaire 1t."75

Two weeks later he separated the sisters into two groups.
Three wereo assigned to stay in a little cottage on the hospital
grounds for a six months course in English, while the others
were to begin the school at Cahokia.”6 On April 7, Bishop Ro-
sati and Father iontbonne accompanied them across the river to
the Illinois shore. There they found the pastor and a numerous
agsembly awaiting them., Some on foot, others on horseback or
in various kinds of conveyancea, these welcomers formed the
sistera' escort through woods and lowlands to the church. After
& frugal dinner in the neighboring rectory, Bishop Rosatl led
them to the four sore tract of land which surrounded their log
cabin home., It contained two class rooms on the firat floor
end the sisters' apartments above. There was also a smaller
cabin containing the kitchen and dining room. Un tho first day
of school they had thirty day puplls, and soon five boarders
wore added to the nmumber. The sisters wore well supported, too,
in spite of the fact that at first they had great difficulty in
understanding the Canadian patois of the villagers and thelr
children.”7 |

75Rosatl, Accounts of Monthly Payments, Mar. 28, 1836.
76savage, Congrezation of St. Joseph, 39.
T71b1d., 41.




The only ciroumstance thet militated againsat them was the
unhealthful condition occasioned by the overflow of the ilssis-
sippl during the spring. At thgt time all three sisters
succumbed to a fever, and it was necessary to secure one of
their sisters from 3t. Louls to take care of them. In fact,
the youngest sister was so slow in recovering her health that
Bishop Rosatl had to order her to the hospital at St. Louis.78
After a brief stay there she Joined the other two 3t. Joseph
slsters who had by this “ime begun a second foundation at
Carondelet, six miles scuth of 3t., Louls.

They, too, were bezinning thelr work under difficult con-
ditions. The convent here conslisted of two sheds and a two
room log cabin with a loft which could be reached only from the
outside. DBesides, their supply of furniture was so scanty that
on the first day of school they had to send the children home
to get & box or stool to serve as a seat.’? Their pupils
promised to bring provisions for the slsters, as the majority
of them were too poor to pay tuitlon. Soon they received thelr
first boarders, four orphan girls.B9 Father Fontbonne, the
brother of the superior, visited them oftener than did Bishop
Rosati, as the latter had to walk the six miles from St.
Lenis.al Yet, poor though he was, he was not unmindful of -

7883vago, Congreration of St. Joseph, 42.
791p3d., 48.

801vid., 47.
8l1pia,



thelr needs. Knowing that the sisters had to spend & great
deal of time in the cold church, he brought them warm broad-
cloth mentles to wear when in the choir or working in the
sscristy.82 On January 31, he made Father Fontbonne the
superior of both convents of St. Joseph sisters.8%

Constant progress in usefulness was being madse by the two
older ocommunities as well. Bishop Rosati bleassed the first
stone of a new convent for the Sisters of the Sacred Heart on
November 24, 1837.,84 The sisters of Loretto had opened a
school for girls in an o0ld mansion at St. Genevieve on June 24
of the same year. Twelve boarders and forty-five day puplls
were enrolled in it during the following term. In time it be~
came & flourishing institution, butl was later given over to the
St. Joseph sisters.85

The Sisters of the Visitation, too, had more pupils than
they could teach, but in some respects they did not fare so
well as the other communities. Even the completion of a frame
house 4Aid not slleviate thsir crowded conditions sufficiently.
Besides, since sickness and death had robbed the bishop of some
of his priests he could no longer have a regular pastor sta~-

tioned at the small town of Kaskaskia. Of course, the sisters

828avaga, Congrecation of St. Joseph, 47.

83piary of Rosati.
841b44.
8BRrothensteiner, History, 370.
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o2
had lass and confession once a week, as some priest came overy
Sunday., The Visitandines also felt that thelr financial danger
was very great beczuse all thelr property was in Colonel Men-
ard's name, Bishop Rosatli, however, had no such fear, and
informed Archbishop Eccleston that he knew all was aafe.in the
hends of this fine Catholic gentleman.86 If the sisters could
only have obtained more nuns from Baltimore, their plight would
have been alleviated., Again and agaln !iishop Rosati wrote to
Maryland for help, "asking vehemently". Finally, in 1839,
Archbishop Lkccleston notified him that he would send some sis-
ters, but only on condition that none would be allowed to re-
turn to Baltimore unless she was recalled by the superior of
the motherhouse. These recruits and a new mother at Kaskaskia,
Sister Seraphine Wickheam, infused life end vigor into the com-
munity, and 1t progressed greatly until the great flood of 1844
caused the sisters to be removed to St. Louls.87

Bishop Rosati's winter visits to this far away convent
were sometimes prolonged by the impossibility of crossing the
i1sslssippl in order to reach the seminary. The river was
fllled with ice when he reached their convent on December 6,
1838, bul he made an unsuccessful attempt to ocross it the fol-
lowing morning. His fallure was a cause of great joy to the

sisters, for their confessor had gone to attend a sick prlest,

86Rothensteiner, "Archbishop Eccleston", quoting one of
his letters dated leb. 2, 1838, 8505~506.

avLetter of Jan. 11, 1840, quoted in Rothensteiner, "Arch-
bishop Eccleston”, 507-508.



and, had 1t not been for the bishop's enforced stay, they would
have been deprived of iliass and Holy Communion on the feast of
the Immaculate Conception. During his stay the bishop occupled
his time advantageously by instructing some girls who were to
be baptigzed the next day and establishing the soclety of the
Children of NHary. Not until the seventh day after his arrival
could the river be crossed.B8

The sisters of the second Illinois convent, that of
Cahokla, had fewer difficulties than the Visitandines. They
were not far from St. Louls eand the priests there; besides, a
portion of the financlal support which they needed was obtalined
by writing to Bishop Rosatl for some of their money. This con-
vent requested more than the one at Carondelet, for the sisters
here in Illinols bullt a chapel as well as an addition to their
home.89 The bishop blessed the chapel and received the vows of
a sister on August 18, 1838.90 Even though the bad air of
Cahokia gave the slsters the fever, and caused them to desire a
better location,9)} they remeined at their post until the flood
forced them to seek refuge with thelir sisters in Carondelet.92

88piary of Rosati.

B9Rosati, Accounts of lonthly ‘ayments, June 17, 20, Aug.
g2, %0, 183%6.

90piary of Rosati.

91yss. Letter of Sept. 1, 1839 from Sister Febronie, St.
Louis Archives.

92savage, Congregation of St. Joseph, 42.
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Since the iMissourl baniz of the Miselssippl is higher and
more healthful than the Illinois side, this clrcumstance ailded
the 5t., Joseph sisters here to make more rapid progress.

Access to the bishop was easier, and he was ever thelr stead-
fast protector. On one occasion he even reprimanded their
pastor for interfering in the affaelrs of the slsters.9% (radu-
ally their income increased; they enlarged their house on the
river side, and soon had seventy~five children in attendance at
the school.94 Until 1839 they taught almost all of them gratis,
but in that year the corporation of Carondelet agreed to pay
them {375.00 a year to educate the girls from six to eighteen
years of age in the ordinary branches of English and French.95
With the revenue from this source and the donations of lrs.
¥ullanphy they were enabled to erect the first of the group of
well-built brick buildings which still crown the eminence above
Broadway at 6400 Minnesota Avenue, 96

A few years previocuasly the bishop had the happineas of
fostering education in a very backward part of his diocese, the
state of Arkansas. He had long desired to erect a school here,
but the opportunity did not present itself until the autumn of
1838. Then Father Peter Donnelly built a school nesar Pine
Bluff at the Post of Arkansas, and Bishop Rosati permitted the

93Rothenstolner, History of the Archdiocese, 639.

%)iary of Rosati, Aug. 8, 1839.

L

9Rothensteiner, History, 638; Savage, Congregation, 53.

QGSavage, Congrezation, 56, 57,
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sisters from St. Cenevieve to take charge of 1t.97 Father
Donnelly sald it was so superior to the rival lethodist school
that the latter had to close its doors.?8 The sisters' school
411 ood work in this locality until 1842, and then it was moved
to the Post of Arkansas. The Loretto Sisters also came to
Little Rock in 1841, but poverty closed their school in 1345.99
There was at least one mission of the Loretto Sisters in
the southern part of the dlocese that became very much worth
while, and that was the school which they opened at Cape Girar-
deau in the fall of 1838. It proved to be their best achool
and was the only one they kept in this vicinity after 1879.100
In fact, so many of the girls who had formerly attended their
acadeny at the Barrens entered the new school that only fourteen
boarders were left at the o0ld one. For this reason Bishop Raéa»
t1 conferred with the sisters and Father 0din on the subject of
opening a preparatory achool at Bethlehen and sllowing all the
girls of the parish to be instructed there. The project was to
be financed by asking the parents to pay a very moderate price
and to bring in pravisioné for the support of the sisters., He

evidently wished them to convert the academy into & parochigl

97Holweck, "The Arkansas Mission under Bishop Rosati", St.
Louls Cath. Hist. Rev., I, 243-267 (Jan., 1919) 265.

98gzothensteiner, History, 487.

ggﬂolweek, "Beginning of the Church in Little Rock", Cath.
Hist. Rev., VI, 156-171 (1920) 165.

100pigry of Rosatl, Oct. 23, 1828; Hill, walter H., S. J.,
Historical Sketch of the St. Louls University (St. Louls)
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school.10l However, bafore the arrangemsnts weroe completed, he
had set oat for Home.

Refore Tighon Rosat!l began thls long journey, he sathered
statlstics for a leport to Propaganda. It is from thls we cen
obtain an estimate of the advancementa made in the twenty years
during which he worked for the education of young women. The
number of slaters in the teaching communities had grown from
less than twenty to one hundred twelve, and from two acalemies
the munber had increased to ten.10% That does not seem many to
us now, but when we reflect that many of our instlitutions for
education throughout the United States today are merely the
nroduct of expansion and mltiplication of the institutions and
religious orders introduced or encourage?® by Flshop Rosati, we

mist admit thet his ploneer work was deep-rooted and lesting.

101lp3ary of Rosatl, bec. 15, 1838.

IOQOriginal in the Archlves of the Proc. Gen. C. ils, Home
Rosatl Documents, 1840, copied by IFather Souvay.
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CHAPTER IV
THE CARE O THE SIVK
The Sisters of Charity came and took charge of an

extensive Hospital and an Asylum for Orphan Boys; -~

their euloygy is stamped nupon the hearts of the suffer-

ing end distressed, whom they have relieved and

befriended.l

Since Bishop Hosati was a Vincentian, it was but natural
that he should be greatly interestsd in the four fields of
soclal work; vig., family welfare, child care, character devel-
opment, and health. For this reason he ardently desirsd and
laboriously established institutions to shelter the sick, and
the orphan and deafnmute children. Iamlily welfars, too; was
pro&otsd by an association which he founded, and character
development was indirectly furthered through these institutions.

His efforts in thls directlion began ahorc;y after he was
appointed Bishop of St, Louls, while he was still administrator
of Louisiana. At that time the various convents sheltered some
of the orphans, and the poor were assisted by charitable people
of the city.a On the other hand, there was no provision for

the many sallors, lsborers, and emigrants who became 111 there,

especially during the summer season. The state was unwilling

lReport of Bishop Rosat! to the Synod of 1837. Original
in the St. Louis Chancery Office.

Bsnepard, Early History of St. Louis and Missouri (St.
Louis, 18%70) 79.
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to supnort a hospltasl, and the local authorlties wers unable to
do s0.% Therefore, having bsen promised the financial ald of
the famous shilanthropist, John Mullanphy, 31ishop Rosati planned
to secure a commnity of zealous sisters to begin the care of
the slck.

In "'rance he had seon same of the zood work done by the
community of sisters established by the founder of his own cone
sregation, St. Vincent de Paul, Jowever, Bishop Carroll had
previously been unavle to obtaln any of these sisters for his
diocese on account of the disturbed political condition of
Yrance, Fortunately he had procured a copy of their "rules and
constitutions and all necessary advices to form a ginmilar socle
ety". These regulations hai then been adapted to Amerlcan
surroundings, and, with the assistance of lizabethr Seton,
Bishop Carroll had formed a very fine community of women who
seemed to be imbued with the true spirlt of the Daughters of St.
Vincent de Panl.? From their first home at St. Joseph's Valley
near Fmmitsburg, larylend, thelr fame had spread thoughout the
settled parts of the country. Bishop Rosati felt that if he
could secure some of these aslstera to take charge of a hospital
in St. Louls, the city would be blessed. As lr. Mullanphy

echoed his sentiment, the project was launched. It was on

Sshepherd of the Valley, Jan. 21, 1833, Correspondence
from Jefferson City, quoting the speech of the Hon.
Wilson Frimm in the Missouri legislature.

4pepichte, VIII, 1835. Letter of Rosati to the Assocla-
tion, Aug. 14, 1833, 20.



June 23, 1323, that Father Pruté at Fmmitsburg received Rishop
Rosetl's request for some sisters to found a hospltal in St.
Lonis under very favorable circumstances. !r. FPullanphy had
Adonated two houses, the lot, and three hundred fifty dollars
for the traveling expenses of the sisters. Ioreover, !{f the
sisters came, he would g ive another lot with houses that would
bring an income of six hundred dollars a year. = Besides, he
would pay thrse hundred fifty dollars to furnish the home for
the sistors.B

mring that period of steamboat explosions and terrible
roads, the prospsct of going to llive fifteen hundred miles away
mist have seemed as final a separatlion as crossing the ocean.
Nevertheless, there were found volunteers who rallled to the
opportunity of spreading the knowledge and love of Christ
through Christlan charlty to the sick. Because of the slowness
of the mall service of these days, it was Ooctober before the
necesaary sxchange of directions and conditions had been come

pleted, and the bishop was informed of the faoct that four sis-

teras had begun the westward jJjourney. Their Fmmitsburg superior,

3later Mary Augustine, also notified him that these 3+, Louis
sisters were to remaln subject to their Maryland superloras, and
to have freedom to perform their religious duties and to regu-
late thelir lives according to their rules. Her letter

eontinued thus:

You may suppose that such a separation costs much
to poor human nature, yet our Sisters who are

Spiary of Rosati, June 23, 1828,
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destined to be your children appear full of courage

and ready to surmount every difficulty. I trust

they will ever prove themselves true daughters of

sSt, V1neent6 whose amiable spirit you cannot fail

to emulate.

After a journey of almost six weeks the sisters finally
arrived in S5t. Louls. Bishop Roseati had come from the Barrens
to receive them and see that they wore safely established in
one of the houses which kir. Hullanphy had provided.’ liere, on
the south side of Spruce Street, between Third and lourth
Streets, the first sisters' hospital 1n the Unlted Ltates was
begun. Bishop Rosatl and John iullanphy signed the "instrument
of the founding of the hospital” on liovember 25, 1823, and the
sisters received possession of 1t the next day.3

The first year of any charitable underteking is always
difficult, and the sisters' hosplital was no exception. Ve can
glean from the lettera which Bishop Rosati received from them
that they felt keenly the separation from those to whom they
had previocusly turned for guidance, On January 23, Sister
Yavier wrote to him at the Barrens:

Rt. Hev'd. Sir,

The common enemy of souls and all good is at thias

time very busy in 3t. Louis. Our lospital is very

weak and requires your supporting arm. Good MNr.

Seulnier does all he can, yet things do not go well.

e s+ « We have had five sick since we had the pleasure

of seecing you. Two have recovered, one dled, and the
other two are still with us. + + « We recommend

6iss. letter of Oct. 14, 1828, St. Louls Chancery Office.

ernneg, Rev. Lawrence, S, Je, "The Mullanphys of 3t.
Louis”, Historical Records and Studies, XIX, 70-111 (May,
1920) 95; Shepard, Early Fistory of St. Louls, 113,

®plary, Yov. 24-26, 1323,
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ourselves to your prayers and be; your blessing, and
I in the names of my dear Sisters promise to give

you all the comfort in ocur power while in this
country. You desire us not to lose courage, and we
assure you that while your protecting arm is extended
over our heads we feel no fear of any thing. We feel
that we have in you a Father, friend end Cuperior.

If we had a regret 1t would be that we cannot see and
congult yom nmore frequently under these circumstanc-
es.

Nevertheless, as time passed, progrees came ;raduaily, but
surely. The bishop was able to give them aome of the funds
which he received from the Soclety of the Propagation of the
Faith. Then, too, before their institution had been in opera-
tion kix months, they were caring for as meny as thirteen
pastients at a time. A letter which Sister Xavier wrote to the
bishov, who was then in New Orleans, has & much more joyous
note:

My dear Father in J. C.,

I was truly pleased to receive a letter from you
last week, on the same day we received one from our
dear oisters In New OUrleans. Already our harvest has
commenced. We have thirteen sick, and three among
the number blind. s « « Thelir similar afiliction so
attaches then to each other that as soon sas one
aettempts to rwve the other two rise and with out~
stretched arms endeavor to lay hold of their neigh~
bour. VWhen we perceive tiis we send some person to
conduct them, but they fancy, sometimes, that they
can lead each other but they always lose themselves
in some corner of the yard or garden, where they re-
main groping about till we Iind thems +» » «+ Sister
Hebecca requesta me to tell you from her "I beg God
to bleas my Bishop and fetch him home soon,"10

O)Mss. letter of Sister iavier Love of St. Louls to Bishop
Rosati at the Harrens, Jan. 28, 1820.

10&58. letter of Sister Xavier Love of St. Louls to isishop
Rosati at New Orleana, lMay 5, 1829.



But two years were required to change tnls feeble beginning
into a crowded institution which was not onl: self-supporting,
but profitable. The dated entries in the bishop's account book
show that by December 11, 1830, the sisters had entrusted to him
seven hundred dollars for the erection of a larger building.

The fact that the income palned by charging patients who were
able to pay was to be used only to increase the opportunities to
serve the poor and needy was a proof that the hosplitsl was truly
a charitable institution.}l fThe fund for the new structure
increased so rsgulerly that on January 13, 1831, Bishop Rosatl
contracted with Hugh u'Helill for a new hospital to cost
£2,950.00. It was to be a three story brick edifice, fifty feet
long and forty feet wide,1B

The erection of this more substantial bullding was moat
opportune, for the prestige of the establishment wss growing
apace. As the bishop reported to the Leopoldine Association,
the hospital was

the means which Providence uses to lighten the lives

of a noteworthy number of working people, sallors,

negroes, and others, who are taken there free and

served with a mildness and devotion which arouses the

wonder of the Protestants as well as of the Catholics

who entertalin a holy reverence for these holy nuns
who devote themselves to the care of the suffering.l®

1l76 Rlond, C. Hubert, "The Hospital and Tts Place in
Catholic Charities”, Catholic Charities Heview, XIII
(Jan., 1929) 3.

12Rosatl, Accounts of Monthly Payments.

13Letter to Pishon Rese, iMar. 10, 1830, Rerichte, I, 1831,
30. T
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In anticipation of the larger amount of labor to be per-
formed when the new hospital was ready, the staff of sisters
had to be increased, too. Bishop Rosati secured a promise of
four new nuns, snd sent a check for fifty dollars to defray
their traveling expenses as far as Pittsburzh. He dlrected

them to walt at the convent there until the steamer, nterprise,

was ready to sail. "The Captain and owner, M. lMay, & great
friend of mine, and a very ood practical Catholic has promised
me to give them passage without any expense, and take great
care of them," explained the bishop in his letter to the lother
at Emmitaburg.l4

Great was the joy of the eight sisters at the blessing of
the new bullding and the chapel on December 6, 1531.15 They
now had Deds for eighty patients, and a substantial brick build-
ing instead of the wooden structure in which they had labored
for the past three years, Besides, lir, ilullanphy bestowed on
them another lot and two houses, one of which was intended for
an orphan boys' houe.15

The herolsm of the sisters during the cholera aepldemic of
the next two years caused the whole clity to be favorabvly in-
¢lined toward them, 1In 1832, when the cholera began, the city
officials provided a hospital for such patients, but they could

find no one to care for those afilicted.l” Then the sisters

l41etter of Mgy 26, 1831. Photostat of Iather Souvay.
15piary of Rosati.

16frothenstelner, distory of the Archdiogese, 443.
17ghephard of the Yallay, Dec. 8, 1832, I, #22, 86.




came to the rescue by removing the printing press that had been
placed in their o0ld hospital, and announcing that they would re-
celve all the cholera victims there. So heroically did they
care for these sufferers that after the decline of the acourge
"The lMissourl Republican" published the foilowing tribute to
the sisters and priests:
The clergy have been active and zealous in reliev-

ing the sufferers and especially the Catholic prilests

have been untiring in the work of kindness: day and

night they followed the track of the destroyer, ready

to adninister to the suilferers the comiforts of both

worlds. But above all, that pious and self-devoted

band, the Sisters of Charity, deserves and will

receive the thanks of a grateful community. In addi-

tion to the regular hospital in their care, they

volunteered to take charge of the cholera patienta;

and while many others much more responsible to

soclety, tho't only of thelr own sufety, these

excellont porsons courted danger, and labor and pri-

vation and all for the 'luxury' of doing good!

Truly, their reward 1s not here.
The last statement is eapeclally true when we consider that
about forty pnersons were reconcliled with the Church during this
epidemic partly, at least, through the ood work of the sisters.
Of course the priests, with the bishop among the most active of
them, certainly cooperated In svery posslble way.lg froviden~
tially, not a sister or prilest contracted the dissase that year.
However, two sisters of the Sacred ieart died from the more

serious forn of it that appeared during 13833. Again, all the

18¢opted by the Shepherd of the Valley, Nov, 10, 1832,

197 etter of Bishop Hosati to the Leopoldine Association,
Vill, 1333, lerichte, 22.
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nursing sisters and the priests were spared.20

There was another unusual circumstance of that year which
brought the hospital into prominence, and hastened the erection
of an addition to it. 3ome friends of the :00d work had peti-
tioned the lilssourl legislature to authorize a lottery for the
purpose of raising funds for the siaters. A great deal of
interest had been aroused by the large First Class Capital
Prize of three thousand dollars, but interest was changed into
great curioaity when a rival lottery dealer began a newspaper
controversy on the subject., In his srticles he slleged that a

marvelous profit would be made by the dealer to whom the hos-

pital lottery had been assigned., As a result, so much suspiocion

was aroused that it was determined to have a committee examine
the plans for the drawing. Fortunately, the report of the
investigators was a favorable one, as they found the acheme
quite honeat. In consequence of all this publicity the popu-~
larity of the lottery grew, and so many tickets were sold that
the hospital addition soon became a reality.al Another one was
constructed in February, 1840.

Now the institution cared for as many as five or six
hundred patients annually. 1In the light of this fact, it 1s
easy to understand Shepard's statement that the people of 3t.
Louis would no more think of doing without the hospital than

20shea, History of the Catholic Church, III, 685.

2lpdwards snd Hopewell, The Great West (St. Louis, 1860)
348; Shepard, Iarly History of Missouri, 113.
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thay would consider doing without the sun. The same author
also expressed great admiration of the work performed there
both becsuse so much of it was done for strangers, and because
no one recorded the names of the workers or expected a revu;wci.ﬂ2

There was one, however, who realirzed very keenly that the
number of workers was entirely inadegquate, and that was Bishop
Rosati. 1In Nay of 1838 he called for ten more sisters from the
motherhouse, and sald he would take no excuses for their fall-
ure to sppear in St. Louls that winter, Then, when the snow
had disappeared, end no assistance had as yet arrived, he
threatened to make a personal visit at the motherhouse in the
eapring. However, he had to wait until November 29, 1839, and
then only three sisters eama.gs It was a blessing they had at
least some additional nurses, for during the next three years
the number of patients was more than twice as large as it had
been in 1838.%4

On two occaslions the alsters ministered to a great many
German immigrants who were victims of steamboat explosiona. 1In
1839, after the first accident, forty sufferers were brought to
them.28 The second mishap occurred in 1842, when Bishop Kosati
was in Rome. The steamer, crowded with passengers, had left

22snepard, Early History of Missouri, 113.

23M4oCann, History of Mother Seton's Daughters, 317.
24piary of Rosati, Feb. 25, 1840.

S8y emoranda Missionum, 1743 Clarke, Lives of the Deceased




St. Louls the previous evening, and was bound for the lissouri
Hiver towns. Shepard described the incident thus:

The boat had landed in the night near the mouth of
the iMissourl to walt for daylight to enter the river.
The deck passengers, as ususl on a orowded boat, had
disposed nf themselves as best they could in the rear
of the boiler and engines for sleep, and spent the
night quietly.

At dawn of day tle assistant engineer made prepar-
ations to start, and did start the engine; but before
the wheel had made a revolution the two flues of the
larboard boiler collapsed, throwing the whole contents
of the boller on the unfortunate sleeping deck passen-
gers, killing the englneer, and producing a scene of
horror and distress that is more easlily imagined than
deacribed,

The steamers latan and Annawan were under way in
sight, and their officers came immediately to the
asslistance of the sufferers, and taking the boat in
tow landed 1t at the St. Louls wharf, when the dead,
the dying end the woundsd were immediately transferred
to the Sisters' Hospitsl, where they received all the
attention that humanity could afford and all the con-
solation that plety can contribute in such indescrib-
able sufferings.®6

The benefits of the hospital were sometimes dispensed in
the outlying distriocts, too. In a letter of February 19, 1840,
the priest at Libory Settlement requested Eishop Rosatl to have
the mother of the hospital send him something to atrengthen his
stomach.2”7 In fact, the hospital was so successful that the
United States authorities sent its boatmen there, and the city

government conflided to it all its patients. Moreover, when the
city opened its owmn hospltal in 1842, the sisters were given

26ghepard, Early History of St. Louis, 164, 165.

gvﬁolvank, Reve F. G,, "Reverend Gaspar Henry Ostlangen-
berg", Ill. Cath. Hist., Rev., II, 43«60 (July, 1920) 51.



charge of 1t .28

In all their jood work the sisteras were greatly alided by
the spiritual help and fatherly interest of the bishop. It is
true that until he was relleved of the Loulslana diocese in
1830 he could do little more for the hospital than appoint a
priest from the cathedral to administer the ssoraments to the
sisters and the sick. But when he was finally established at
Ste Louls, he arranged matters so that the slsters and theilr
charges loast no opportunity of increasing the grace of God in
their hearta. Nor did he shrink from going among the sick to
dispense to them the comforts of the Church.®® From his diary
we learn that, in spite of his many travels, he usually offered
the Holy Saorifice in the 3Sisters' Chapel three times a weelk;
sometimes he managed to do so every day, even on Sunday. Dur-
ing the cold January weather of that region there was no excep~-
tion. 1In sddition to the regular weekly confessions, he
generally gave the sisters a conference every Tuesday or Thurs-
day.so At the begimning of 1839, however, he assigned all
these charges to Father Hilary Tucker.®l The anmual retreat,
too, was preached for the slisters by the bishop, and on March

25, he presided st their yearly vows., This ceremony sometimes

28Kenney, "The Mullanphys of St. Louis", 96; Hogan, John,
Thoughts sbout the City of St. Louls (St. Louls, 1854)

*

29 1ary of Rosati, Dec. 19, 1831,
S01p1d,, Feb. 21, 1837; Mar. 14, 1838,
Sl1p14., Jan. 2, 1839.
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took place in the chapel which Bishop Roaati had planned for
the sisters at the left of the sanctuary in one of the arches
of the new cathedral.®? His spiritual care came to them even
when he was at Rome. "I have obtalned," he wrote to their
mother, "from the Holy Father for your motherhouse and for all
your establishmenta, such a number of privileges, indulgences

and favours (favors) that you will have a treasure to enjoy. .
L)

»

In temporal, as well as in spiritual nmatters the bishop
ghowed himself a true father to the sisters. For eeveral years
they had no other record of time than the bishop's gift, his
own watch.® Another useful present which he sent during the
firat January after their arrival consisted of a letter book
and an umbrella., In expressing their gratitude for the latter
article 3ister Xavier stated that they feared lest Bishop Rosa-
t1 had deprived himself of it in their behalf, and that the
hoods of their cloaks would have been enough protection for
them.®® An opportune gift for the June of that year was "a
piece of limnen (linen) for muskitto-bar (mosquito)", a barrel

of sugar and a bag of coffee.36

32piary of Rosati, Mar. 25, 1837.

S33Letter to the Mother of the Charities at Emmitsburg from
Rome, Dec. 18, 1840. Photostat made by Father Souvay.

S4c1arke, Lives of the Deceased Blshopas.

S5ygs, letter to Rosatl at the “arrens, June 25, 1829. St.
Louis Chancery Office.

S0ias. letter of Rosati to Sister Xavier, June 25, 1829.
St. Louis Chancery Office.
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At other times he assisted them in thelr relations with
seculars. Thus, 3ister Xavier informed the pastor of the cathe~
dral that the bishop had advised them not to hire a certain man
as helper because he was a drunlard and gave liquor to the pa~
tients.37 Then, too, as the holy See did not forbld slavery
until 1839, Bishop Rosatl was able to asslist the sisters by
allowing them to hire his negro girl, "Jane", for several
yecr:.58 Once the bishop was called upon to extricate Sister
Xavier from a very unusual aitugtion in regard to an Indian
chief. iot knowing that the offering of a rose was the Indilan
mamer of proposing a marriage, the sister had accepted the
flower irom him ss a mark of courtesy. Later, when he returned
with many of his kin to c¢leim his bride, Blshop Rosati had to
explain to him that the sister belonged to the Great Spirit and
d1d not understend the meaning of his floral offering.5?

The financiel aid rendered by the bishop was likewlse con~
siderable. As his account book shows, he lent the slsters
nmoney vwhenever they needed it. In 1832, for lnstance, there 1s
no record of any funds saved by the hospital for two months.
During the third month an entry for kay 19 reads: "Lent to the
Sisters of the iiospital 50.00." JFive days later comes the
following: "Paid the Sisters of Charity for bed quilts and

avmua. letter of Sister Xavier to Father Saulnier, Dec. 12,
1829, St. Louis Chancery O0ffioe.

a83\111 concerning the Indians and legroes, Dec. 3, 1829,
copied by i'ather Souvay. Original in the Archives of
Pro. Gen, C. M., Rome, America, Pt. II, Appendice, 15-16;
Accounts, Octe. 13, 18513 Jan. 16, 1832.

3%ccann, Hiatory of Mother Seton's Daughters, 141, 142.
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other bedding bought for the use of the house 115.00." MNost
likely the bishop surmised that they needel a little money, and
thaet 1s why he bought these articles from them.40 Other items
in the account book show that the prelate handled various buai-
ness transsctions for the hospital, such as jobbing, banking,
and ordering commoditias.41

That the bishop was a very human sort of person is evident
from his many acts of kindness., In the surmer of 1832, he sent
four Sisters of Charity to take a little recreation with the
Sisters of the Sacred Heart at rlorissant. That same fall he
rode to Carondelet to inspect a site where hse might build a
home for the sisters of the hospital in order that "those that
have become irfirm beéauae of age should be able to rest in the
purer air". As there was then no school in that town, the
bishop hoped that this contemplated convent home would also
give the citigens there an opportunity of educating thelr
girls.42 In answer to his application for three sisters to
take oharge of a school of ikrench girls, Sister iary iugustine
expressed her delight at the foundation, and promised to send
the desired teachersa. Wnen the house was completed on December
31, some of the sisters went there with a few orphans, Ten

days later the bishop escorted there two teachers, and the day

40)scounts, May 24, 1832.

4l1y14,, Aug. 28, 1833; Oct. 24, 1838.
42piary of Rosati, Oct. 10, 18382,
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school began. In the spring of 1834, they had twenty-five
scholars.4S

The kindness of BEishop Rosatl was slso shoén when he
allowed 3ister Xavier, the superior of the hospital, and
another sister to journey to New Orleans at the doctor's sugges-
tion. His interest in their recovery is shown by the fact that
he noted in his diary the name of the steamship on which the
superior and her alling companion ssliled, the dates on which he
received and answered thelr letters, and the day on which they
returned, fully recovered.44

The fact that prudence tempered his kindness is shown by
another incident. When he was planning to journey to the Third
Provincial Council of Baltimore, Mother iiose suggested that he
let 3ister Aavier accompany him as far as lmmitsburg in order
to have thé benefit of a change. This plan was not £o hls like
ing, and he replied that she had Detter travel with a friend of
her own sex. "I will tell you plainly,"” he continued, "I do
not like much to travel with womem, cven when they are 3isters,
and very zood Sisters. . » ."45
Sincere appreclation of all this benevolence is expressed

in the following poem which the sisters sent to the bishop on
his feast day, Harch 19, 1335:

43shepherd of the Valley, Feb. 7, 1834.
44psiary of Rosati, Jan. 11, Feb., 12 and 19, 1838,

45Mccann, History of Mother Seton's Daughters, 246.




Hall!l rappy day, ialll glorious momm
Which gave the Rose without the thorn.
Yes, Honour'd Prelate, [ather Dear,
Thou hast a name we all revere,

The one selected as you lmow

or our home and valley low.

Permit us on thy festive day,

Our tribute of respect to pay,

ot in strains of flowlns art,

But simple moccents of the hesart;

Kor thy noble geal to telle

Deeds suffice to prove it wsll,

Hut speak our fervent wish and say:
Dear iather, happy, happy dayltl!

And with the voice of all proclaim
Immortal be our Bilshop's name.

Fall! Holy Joseph now in leaven,
What thou demandest will be given,
Great thy power, great thy merit,
Solicit for our much loved Prelate
All that .ieaven can bestow;

May his days flow on in peace,

Mey his Immortal deeds increase,
Long favour'd may we be to share

A portlion of his gealous care;

Then in his last declsive hour

sy he feel thy speclel power;

And when his final sigh 13 given

¥ay Angels waft his soul to Heaven.4€

46Mas. enclosed with a letter {rom Sister
1838, St, Louils Chancery Office.

Xavier, HNar. 18,
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CHAPTER V
THE CARE OF THE ORPHANS AND OF THE POOR
In the orphanage interesting children are rescued

from vice and misery, and prepared to enter the

world as intelligent and useful members of society.l

The poverty of many of the immigrants who poured into
Bishop Rosati's diocese during the thirtles was 80 great that
they were unable to procure any of the conveniences and com-
forts of 1life, As a consequence, 1t often happened that they
fell seriously 11l and their children were left orphans.
Bishop Rosati wes frequently touched by the plight of such
little children whose parents dled at the hospital. If they
were girls who had no relatives or friends he took them to one
of the convents; but the poor boys were often thrown upon their
own resources. Until 1838 there was not even a public school
where someone might have taken en interest in them.2 These
conditions were aggravated by the cholera epidemic of 1832 and
1833 in 3t, Louls, and several years later in la Salle and
Galena.

Unfortunately, before the year 1832 the bishop had no

means with which to care for these neglected boys in St. Louis,

1Buckingham, Eastern and Western States, III (London, 1842)
125.

2
Shepard, Early History of St. Louis and Missouri (St.
Louls, i90 12.
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but he did secure some Sisters of Charity for the management of
an orphanage in New Orleans. =arly in 1829 when duty called
him to visit that city he learned that the directresses of its
orphanage wished to transfer the inatitution to a good superior
and teachers. Two-thirds of the children in the hosploce were
Catholic, but some of the directresses were Protestants.d
Bishop Rosatl immediately informed the superior of the Fmmits-
burg Sisters of this opportunity, and secured from her two
subjects for this work. Horeover, he arranged thelir voyage
from Baltimore and‘udvaneed the money whioch the guthorities of
the orphanage had promised for this purpoao.‘ When the two
sigters had completed thelr long journey and arrived in New
Orleans, they were greatly relieved to find that the bishop had
secured them hospitality at the Ursuline Convent of the city.
Here they spent aseveral months while attempting to smooth out
the difficulties which some of the Protestant ladies insisted
on placing in thelr wuy.s Finally the sisters decided not to
assume charge of the institution until Rishop Rosati paid
another visit to the South, so that he might regulate the con-
ditions of their control over the eatadblishment. The bishop

came in May, sand in June the sisters received the government of

aLatter of Bishop Rosatl at New Orleans to Sister Xavier
at St. Louis, Apr. 19, 1829. Coped by Father Souvay in
his Correspondence of 1829.

4Rosati's Letter Book, VI, #211, to Father Borgna at New
Oriems, Nov. Z,m-

51bid., #90, to Sister Xavier at St. Louls, Apr. 27, 1830.
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the institution without further annoyance from the directress-
8.5

Two years afterwards the bishop's hopes for a boys!
orphanage in St, Louls were fulfilled. In 1831, John Mullanphy
donated a house on the lot contiguous to the hospital, and dur
ing the following spring the bishop requested the Sisters of
Charity to begin there an orphanage and a day school to help
support it.7 It was a most opportune time for the beginning of
such an establishment, for during that year the cholera visited
the city snd augmented the number of orphans. Iioreover, this
unwelcome visitor pointed out the danger of maintalining an
orphanage in such close proximity to the hospital, and caused
the blshop to make arrangements for 1ts removal to a safer site.
¥Finally he decided to devote to this purpose a small house on
the lot Just west of the cathedral. In this way, after the
cholera had abated, the sisters and thelr beloved charges be-
came neighbors of the biahOp.B

Even the Protestants admired the lavish care with which
the sisters attended these children. Wetmore's Gagetteer ex-
pressed this feeling in the followling manner;

It is impossible to obaerve without emotion the

gentle diligence of these Sisters of Charity, while
patiently imparting useful lessons to the once

6Mss. letter of Sister Regina to Rosati, May 29, 1830, St.
Louis Chancery Office.

"Diary of Rosati, Dec. 21, 1831.

aﬁothenstelner, History of the Archdlocese, citing Rosa~
ti's letter to the Pope, Oct. 26, I@EZ, 802.
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destitute objects of their care. These Jjuvenile

orphans, who had been thrown unon the world with

every tle severed, are thus snatched from the path-

way of ruin, in which, barefooted, they had begun

to tread, by these sisters, anl trained for useful-

neass and intel lectusal enjoyment.

While the sisters thus lovingly guarded these homeless
boys, the bishop tried to secure funds with which to furnisgh
their food and clothing. DBecause of the great number of Irish
in the city during the early thirties he chose St. Fatrick's
Day as an opportune occasion for s special orphan collection at
the cathedral. This offering was preceded by e sermon on gene~
rosity toward these unfortunste children. Although the first
appeal resulted in the receipt of only thirty-five dollars,
during the succeesding years it furnished the orphanage with one
or two hundred dollars annually.® A new society, called the
Ladios Association for Charitable Purposes, offered to sing
during the Hlgh Mass at the cathedral on St., Patriock's day in
1834.10 Moreover, by giving a fair at the National Hotel these
ladies found a means of securing the substantial sum of
$1,168,72% for orphan support. When the bishop recorded this
amount in his account book, he added: "I shall give 6 percent
interest until paid for a building"™!l for a new orphanage.

Amid other minor contributions throughout the succeeding years,

9biary of Rosati, Mar, 18, 1833, 1839, 1840; Shepherd of
E%m %nﬁgz, War. 20, 1836. ’ ’ ’ -

10shepherd of the Valley, Mar. 21, 1834.
1l17b1d., June 6, 1834; Accounts, June 16, 1834.
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the ladlies inaugurated the practice of sponsoring an unusually
profitable October diversion for the public, and the bishop
appointed another orphan day in November. He was usually
present at the Solemn High Mase on this occasion as well as on
St. Patrick's Day, and the fall orphan collection amounted to
at least four hundred dollars,:®

In the spring of 1836, a new bullding for the home had be-
come both a necessity and a possibility. The little house was
so crowded that the sisters had to turn away the needy children
who made dailly application for admission. Besides, the bishop
had five hundred dollars to donate toward a new building, and
the sisters in the day school were accurulating a building
fund, t00.13 Thus the bishop was enabled to let the contract
for a four story structure sixty by elghty~five feet, planned
to acoomodate one hundred boys.l4 On May 11, 1835, he lald the
cornerstone. The work progressed steadily, and on December 10
all was prepared for removing the sisters and their thirty
charges to the new bnilding.ls

The orphanage was both home and school for these boys, for

they received excellent training in this institution. According

to Senator Wilson Primm, the method of the Sisters consisted

12p000unts, Oct. 27, 1834; Diary of Rosati, Nov. 7, 1837.
13pco0unts, Apr. 18, 1834.

l4snepherd of the Vallgz, May 16, 1835, citing Wilson
Frimm’s eddress at e cornsrstone laying.

18 etter of Rosati to the Propagation of the Felibh, Aug. 1,
1836, Annalet, VIII, 1835, 277; Shepherd of the Valley,
Dec. 12,
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in feediny end clothing them in a good and substan-

tial manner, in the atrictest attention to thelr

cleanliness, in teaching thean the genersl truths of

religion snd morality, in giving them the ground-

they have attalined en sge and sige that wlll warrant

it, in placing them out as apprentlices, with a good

master, to learn some profitadle and honorable call-

ing. It i3 e system calculated to render each of

the proteges in after life a useful, if not an

ornamental member of soclety.l6

A3 these orphans were sheltered so neaf the cathedral,
they naturally beceme the bishop's favorite children. Not only
did he enoocurage them in their studles by visliting their class
rooms and distributing the rewards for scholership, but he also
took an active interest in their spiritual welfare. Ve see
little glimpses of this in such phases of his dlary as, "Heard
confession of a boy seriously 11l in the orphanage”, and, "Gave
confirmation to & boy in the chapel of the crphanago“.17
Saturday was his appointed day for going ovor to the orphanage
to hear the confessions of the sisters and the boys.i8

Besides, he trained the older youths to participate in the
services of the Church. In December, 1837, he began to teach
elght of them to sing the Gregorian Chant, and he continued
this instruction throughout several winters.1? The bishop and

his boys sang the High lass for the first time on New Year's

163peech at the cornerstone laying, in the "Shepherd of
the Valley", Hay 16, 1835,

17piary of Rosati, Feb, 24, 1838; June 13, 1834.
181b1d., Febe 4, and other sgturdaya of 1837.
191b44., Dec. 26, 1837; Jan. 31, 1839.
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Lve, 1337. During the ensuing winter and spring they often
constituted the Sunday and feast day choir.20 Sometimes the
prelate would take several of these cholr boys on his confirma-
tion trips.2l After he taught them Vespers, they sang these
psalms with the bishop on many Sunday afternoons.®2 Holy Week
found them tralned to sing the lamentations of Good Friday, and
to asslist the c¢lergy in the choral rendition of the propheciles
of Holy Saturday.2> One of the most interesting funotions at
which they were pemltted to sing was the 5t, Patrick's Day
celebration which the bishop describded as follows in his diary
of 1338:

We sang & Solemn High llags in the church in honor
of 3t. Patriecl, the Apoatle of Ireland, with the
asslstance of the Deacon and subdeacon. The Members
of the Soelety of the Hibernians marched solemnly to
the church two by two, decorated with zsreen badges,
preceded by the flag and a chorus of musical instrue-
ments, and were present at the Mass which was sung
by the boys of the orphanage. Rev. Ceorge Carrell
zZave a panegyric address before whose beginning the
boys of the orphanage sang a hymn in praise of the
saint. A collection of $71.00 was made in the
church for ths orphans. The Hibernian soclety had
decided that the Feast Day of the patron saint
should be celebrated in the church. They abstained
from the public dinner as had deen the custom in
other previous years, snd decided that the money
which had been necessary to pay the expenses of this
should be given to the orphans.24

20pjary of Rosati, Jan. and Feb,, 1838; Jan. 20, 1839,
2l1pid., Apr. 22, 1838; Aug. 18, 1839,

221b1d., Mar. 11 and 25, Apr. 1, and Dec. 2, 1838.
2371p1d., Mar. 23, 1338.

241b1d., Mar. 17, 1338.
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In other ways, too, the bishop showed his interesat in
these unfortunate children. On Holy Innocents Day, 1838, he
gave a sunner for twenty~four of the older orphan boys, and on
Faster Monday of the following year he entertalned elghteen of
them in the same way.95 His feast day celebration usually
included & dimner with some priests and the orphan boys.aﬁ His
interest in ths orphana 1s well summarized in ths following ex-
tract from a letter to the Leopoldine Assoclation:

There are also 50 orphan boys in the hospice at

the cathedral, and 40 girls brought up in the

different women's convents. The larger of these

orphan children attend to the Cathedrsl services in

the capacity of mass servers and choir boys, where

the services are held with reverence, dignity and

exactitude, These educational institutions further

the best intereats of our Holy Falth in that they

nmake themselves worthy of honor and give us children

at a time when they would otherwise have to seek and

take support or instruction from Protestants, and we

thus snatch them from the danger of losing their

Falth.27

Although the orphan girls whom the bighop mentioned were
not so near to the bishop's home as the boys, he did not neglect
them. VWhenever he journeyed to the seminary he visited those
at Kaskasklia with the Visitandines and those at the Darrens
with the Lorettines.?8 Then, upon nis return from such a jour-
ney, he usually managed to pay a visit to the nearer convents

that sheltered other orphan girls, viz., the Sacred Heart

25;1ary of Hosati, Dec. 28, 1837; Mar. 30, 1838,

201p1d,., Mar. 19, 1839; Mar. 19, 1840.
27vsv. 27, 1839, Berichte, XII, 1839, 48.

28pjary of Rosati.




Convent, and the newly eatablished school of the Sisters of St.

Joseph at Carondelet.2 9 lioreover, in the spring of 1838, he
took steps to begzin sn institution exclusively for the orphan

girls. In this connectlion he records in the March 12 entry of
his dlary that he visited Anns Biddle, the woman who had
decided to found an orphansge for girls in the city. She in-
formed the bishop of her intention to build a home three
hundred by two hundred feet, and donate both the furniture and
the supplies for the year. The only condition of her gift was
that the orphanage should be directed by the Sisters of
Charity.50 The bishop readily agreed to this, for he realized
that even with the help of the people of St, Louis, he could
never continue the orphanages without the ald of these alsters.
It was with the help of the St. Joseph sisters that Bishop
Rosati established another type of social institute, the first
Cathollic school for deafmute children in the United States. On
September 10, 1837, the two sisters who had been studying the
sign language in France arrived at 5t. Louis, The bishop sent

one to the Sacred Heart Convent to study Inglish, while the other

went to Carondelet.3} Later he arranged for the printing of a
prospectus for the new institute, and sent it to the sisters,5®

29psary of Rosati.
301ptd., Mar. 12, 1839.

31Rothonsceiner. History of the Archdiocese, &637.

azﬁss. letter of Sister Delphine to Bishop Rosati, Dec.
19, 1837. S8t. Louls Chancery Office.
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In the spring, when the slsters enlarged their home they set
aside accomodations for four deafmute girlsg, and on March 31
the blshop took to them the first afflicted pupll, & nine year
old orphan.>3 The sisters instructed her so well that when she
was examined with the others at the close of the term the
bishop and all who were present wondered at the knowledge which
she displayed and the fluency with which she wrote.>%

At the close of 1839 there were only four pupils, all
taught for charity, yet the bishop showed such great solicitude
for them that he tried to obtain federal and state aid foﬁ the
institution. Pirst he requested Senator ». L. Linn, of
Miasouri, to vetition Congyress for the confirmation of a ;rant
of one hundred thousand acres of land which the Spanish govern-
ment had desiimated for the church. Although this concession
had been repudiated after the passing of the Spanish regime,
Bishop KHosati hoped that he might obtain it for the benefit of
such a charitable work es a deaf and dumb asylum.9® His
request was refused, but, fortunately, his application for state
ald was more successful. It was Christmas Eve, 1838, that he
communicated to Senator Primm what had been accomplished at the
deaf and dumb asylum, and asked him to petition the iissouri

assembly to assist the jood work, The senator responded nobly,

33p1ary of Rosatl, Mar. 31, 1838,

54Ihid., Auge 19, 1838; Istter of Hosatl to the Propaza-
tion of the Feith, Auz. 10, 1833, Annales, XI, 1833, 274.

SSp1ary of losati, Lecs 6, 1838.
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and his efforts moved the legislature to appropriate two
thousand dollars for the annual tuition of residents of Missouri
who had been in the Carondelet asylum for six months. Since
only three of the pupils there were residents of Xissouri, the
sisters could not apply it to the support of the other child, o6
Nevertheless, it was a great boon to them.®’ 1In his pastoral
letter of April, 1840, the bishop mentioned the following facts
concermning this institution:

For two years there 1s a deafmute Institute here,

which has only four pupils at present. But it is so

well conducted by the Sisters of St, Joseph, that

the atudents have been well instructed both in

reli;:ion and the secular studies. These children

would have been forever lost if their parents had

been forced to place them in Protestant Institutions.

The care of the poor children of the diocese had been well
organized when the time of Bishop iHosati's departurs arrived.
Moat of thes orphans were from St. Louls and its vicinity, but
some had ocome from La Salle. The new orphansge for girls was
not as yet an accomplished fact, but the funds for the building
were there, and the superior of the establishment had been
selected.38 The boys' orphanage was providing a home for sixty-
two inmates, and educating forty day puplls besides, all free

of charge.“? Moreover, the deaf and dumb asylum was being

56Rothonateiner Histo of the Archdiocess, 033: 3ava
¥ sy » s " ge}
Congregation of St. §Osegh, 51,

37:erichte, %IV, 1841, 132.

38Shaw, Kev. Thomas A., C. ile, Story of the La Salle
Missions (Chicago, 1908) 77.

3% emoranda Missionum, 174.
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supported by stato ald, and was later to become a large insti-
tution.40 Jupther developments of these establishments came
even before the death of the bishop. On May 4, 1843, the Jesuit
parish of 3t. Francis Yavier opened a free girls' school which
waa taught by the same aisters who had charge of the orphanage.
This institution, called St. Vincent's Free School, had 130
pupils on the first day,4l and many other poor girls were after-
wards educated within 1ts walls,.42

After provisions were made for ths orphans, the bishop
turned his attention toward the relief of poor familles.
Acocording to Chepard, there was no charitable society of any
nationallty in St. lLouls in 1827, yet the people of the city
were very charitable.43 This was true of the bishop himself.
One of the firat recorded instances of his compassionate en-
deavors relates to a poor lriahﬁan who had left his famlly in
Ireland and come to America to eatablish a home for them, His
labors in the new country resulted in some funds, to be sure;
but they were pitifully amall in comperison with the sum neces-
sary to pey the passage for his dear onea, lieanwhile his lone-
liness for hls wife and children grew apace, and he appealed to
the bishop for ald. The latter was touched by the request, and,
since he had no funds of his own, he besought his confrere at

401amoranda Misslonum, 174.

4lRotnensteiner, History of the Archdiocese, 628.
421p14., 829.

43shenard, Early Fistory of St. Louis end Missouri, 89,
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New Orleans, rather Borgna, to come to the relief of the poor
ox1le.44

In 1339, however, he planned to arrange a permanent relief
fund for the many poor families in suffering and distress.
With this purpose in mind he named December 5, 1839 as the date
for an episcopal councll consisting of himself, Father Verhae~
gan and Father ¥let, both of the Soclety of Jesus, and his two
assistants, Yather Iutz and Father Fontbonne. At the meeting
all sgreed to the bishop's proposal to establish a soclety to
help the needy. 1In the bishop's diary we find the following
record of how he lsunched the nroject:

After the Sunday sermon 1n Fngllish and i'rench

about supporting the poor, I encouraged my hearers

to form a soclaty which might permanently support

the poor, and 1 asked them that they would assemble

today in the school of the orphan asylum after ves-

pers fov th%a purpose. Many of our Cathollcs

assembled.4%

The soclety was formed, and it was decided that each
member would glve a regular contributions The bishop was not
content with merely beginning this soclety, but he also mani-

fested his interest by attending its meatings.46

Irirg the Christmas season of that year the association
and 1ts founder had a splendid opportunity to display their

charity. #Hany German immigrants were on board the liissouri

4470tter from Bishop Rosati from St, Louls, Dec, 23, 1825.
Letter Book, Il. '

8
4 Diary of Rosati, Dec. 9, 1830.

461p14., Feb. 9, 1840.
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Belle, a stoamer bound for the Misasouri River, when an explo-
slon wrecked the vessel. l'orty of those rescued were taken in
by the Sisters of Charity, and I!l1shop Rosatl offered the other
victins the nine homes which he had built near the Churech of
the Holy Trinibg.47 loreover, as these poor newcomers had bveen
rendered absolutely destitute Ly the calanity, he recommended
them to the charity of his people during his sermon on the next
Sunday .48

In these various ways Blshop [osati had succeeded in
awakening in the people of his diocese, and especlally at St.
Louls, an intersst in the social wellfare of their less {fortu-
nate nei:hbors, and a truly charitable spirit. ioreover, it is
my contention that his work constituted the sowing of the ssed
which blossomed into the firat American Conference of the ot.
Vincent de “anl Soclety at 3te. Louls in 1845, just two years

after RBighop losati's death.

4753ary of Rosatl, Dec. 27, 1839,
481bid., Dec. 29, 1339.



CHAPTER VI
ENCOURAGEMENT O LITERATURE AND ART

Woven in and out among the manifold activities which come
prised the bishop's work in the social and educational field
there was entwined his love of the beautiful. It showed itself
in his abiding interest in literature, and the pleasure that he
recelved from the artistic, whether 1t was in pilcture, archl-
tecture, or music, In 8ll of these things, palnting excepnted,
he himself attalned some proficiency.

When one considers how many things the blshop wrots, one
wonders that he had time for anythling else. It i1s to his habit
of exnressing things in written {fom that we owe the most valu-
able docunent concerning his eplscopsal 1life, the Latin Diary
which begins in 1827 and continues almost uninterruptedly until
1841, Untll the last few years of his life, this, together with
his voluminous correspondence, precluded nearly all protracted
literary attempts, 4s his labor's enxl was approachin; he found
time to compose a "liistory of the 'oundations of the Congre;a-
tion of the Mission in America". He began this on the tenth of
July, 1839, and campleted it the following Jeanuary.l This
Itallan worz hes not been translated or published, but there is

& oopy of 1t in the archives of the Ut. Louls fenrick Seminary.

lpiary of iosati, Jan. 18, 1840.
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2ix months after completing this book, he wrote another, "The
Virtues and Deeds of l'ather e Andreis". This manuscript was
translated by lFather Burlando, . i., and published 4in Balti-
more 1n 1861, Archbishop Xain revised it and it was repub-
lished by Herder in 1900.2

Besides occupying himself with his own writings, Blshop
Rosati also asslsted others. Thus, for instance, when Eishop
Jenrick of Philadelphiae composed a new theology, he had 1t sent
to Bishon Hosatl, as the latter had promlsed to "peruse and
correct 1t".S Again, when the bishops of the Council of Balti~
more of 1329 sdopted the advice of Pope Leo X1I and formed a
soclety Lo pronote Catholic education by publishing books free
from false and misleading statements about religion, Bighop
Rosatl was s active member. This was quite an expenss to him,
as the followlng entry in his account book shows: "raid to the
Archhishop of Baltimore my subscription for the press whioh
will belony to the IBishop of the “rovince and will be employed
to print good books for school, y200.00."% Good work was
accomplished by this press for several years, as it functioned

until the Cathollic presses published inexpensive books of thias

2Rosatl, Life of the Very Reverend Fellx De Andreis, C. K.

SLetter of Bishop Kenrick to Rev. John Purcell on His
Appointment as Coadjutor of rPhiladelphia, iiay 7, 1830.
Printed in American Camtholic Historical Researches, XII
{Jan., 18955 550

4iccount s of Honthly rayments, kar. 22, 1837.
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kind.B

Horeover, in acknowledgment of his talents, the Firat
Provincial Council had requested him to draw up a Book of Cere-
monies. 1In response to this request he translated the
ceremonial of Baldeschl from the Italian into English.® After
its completion, he arranged to have a thousand copies of the
somplete manual printed to sell at a dollar esch, Additional
coples of the first part could be secured for the altar servers
at eighteen and three~fourths cents each.” Bishop Rosati also
composed the pastoral letters for the provinoclal councils.
Enpeoinily "warm, generous, and classic" is the letter which he
sent in behalf of the Fathers of the lourth Provinciasl Council
to the persecuted Bishops of Cologne, the Right Reverend Claude
Augustus de Droste de Viachering, and the Most Reverend Martin
de Dunnin, Archbishop of Posen. His own pastoral letters, too,
are of the finest, and his addresses and sermons to his people
were s0 elogquent that they affected all his hearers, both
Catholic and Protestant.®

The Bishop of 3t., Louis alsc paved the way for several
future books by his love of history. He kept a volume, entitled

Sushon, P. J., and Hayes, J. Y., Trials snd Triumphs of the
Catholic Church in America, 11 (Chlaano Hat0] B8 Soyr s

5Rothqnate1ner‘ Rev, John, "Letters of Bishop Fenwick to
Bishop Rosati®™, Ill. Cath. Hist. Rev., 145166, X (Oct.,
1927) 150; Shaw, The Story of the La Salle Mission, 72.

7Rothensteiner, "Letters of Bishop Fenwick to Bishop
Rosati®™, 163,

8Clarke, Lives of the Deceased Bishops, 367.
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"Abstract of Correspondence”, in which he summarized nearly
every letter that he penned. HHe also gave minute directions
for keeping the records in all the parishes of his diocese. In
a circular letter of September 6, 1837, he asked his priests to
enclose with thelr anmial report a record of the time of the
founding or erection of the parish or mission, the time of the
consecration or the blessing of the church, the list of pastors
or priests and the dates of their service. He also requested
them to bring to the synod the documents relating to the church
property of their districts.?

Great was the Joy of the bishop when he was enabled to
put into execution another one of the decrees of the First
Provincial Council, that referring to the eatablishment of
Catholic jaurnala.lo In the spring of 1832, a Catholic editor,
a lr. Francis Taylor, emigrated with his family from Hartford
to St. Louis. As he had published a periodical called "The
Catholic Press"” in the East, he wished to transfer the printing
office to St. Louls and continue his work there. "I will try
to help him with all my strength", was the bishop's comment in
his dicry,ll Having consulted the bishop of Boston to obtain
his opinion on the undertaking, he received the following

statement:

9"Notes” in the St. Louls Catholic Historlcal Review, III,
80.

10yanon and Heyes, Triumphs and Trisls of the Catholic
Church, 623, )

1lpiery of Rosati, Mar. 17, 1832,
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I have no cobjection whatever to the removal of

the Catholic Fress to 3t. Louls; on the contrary 1

shall rejoice to see it made the instrument of

propagating our holy falth in the Valley of the

Misaiassippi. I have no doubt also but that it will

do a grea{ desl more good at St., Louls than at

Hartford,l®

If the success of a project is influenced by the necessity
of the undertaking, the paper should have been a most fortunate
venture. St. Louls, then the chief center of Catholic popula-
tion in the valley of the Mississippi, was at that time the
object of many attacks on the part of the sectarian journals.
These added to their own excoriations of Catholicity the most
vicious extracts culled from eastern papers of a similar type.
Aroused by the large Cathollc immigration into the Niddle VWest,
both the preachers and the journalists were trying to create
the impression that the presence of 30 many Catholics was a
real menace to the freedom of America.id Clearly, therefore,
there was here a splendid field of action for a Catholic peper
in which the refutation of thes falsehoods could be published,
and the non-Catholics informed of the true state of affairs.

The editor was prepared to do this, and more, In his
editorial for the Irench secticn of the firat number he astates

his aims as follows:

12r0tter of Bishop Fenwick, Boston, Apr. 24, 1832, cited
in Rothenstseiner, "Lettera of Bishop Fenwick to Bishop
ROﬂﬂtiu, 149.

13p01k, Paul, "Ploneer Catholic Journalism", in Historical
Records and Studles, XI, U. S. Cathollc Historical
Soclety, XI (N. Y., 1830) 128-129,
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The principsal purpose of this Journal is to
explain in the daylight of truth, the dogmss,
discipline and the practices of the Catholic Church,
to develop the evidence, to defend them againat the
attacks which are almed at them by the prejudice,
the iznorance, the bad falth of a hostile press.
Whilst in the United States many Catholic Journals
now labor with success for such a good cause which
1s that of truth and of God himself, a considerable
portion of the Catholics of the Valley of the Mio-
sissippl, strangers to the English language, are
living deprived of the advantage of those public
journale published up to the present only in English,
Convinced of the utility, not to say of the necessity,

of providing a French periodicel devoted to the cause
- of religion in a place where that is the language of
the grester number of the children of the church, we
undertake that task with the hope of being seconded
in our efforts by all the persons who are interested
in the progress of the true falth. » + «+ Wo do not
aspire to the merit of originality, as all the points
of our religious doctrine have been treated a thous-
and times by scholars and expert writera., We will
not attempt thelr type of work, but will offer our
readers some extracts of thelr best writings, and as
we know that in order to bs of value to a great mum-
ber of readers a journal should not seleoct from a
book of discussion dry and alwayd serious thoughts
about theology, we shall try to avold being tiresome
and monotonous by giving 8 place to such subjects of
history and literature, which will not remove too far
our principal objJect which is religion, and which we
think will assist character formation in the heart of
our readers,

The Inglish edltorlal clted the additional promise of furnish-

ing the most interesting religious and political information

that could be obtained from several foreign Journala.14

To finance such an undertaking waas & most difficult task.

Bishop Rosati helped "with all his strength” by lending Mr.

Taylor four hundred fifty dollars about ten days before the

l4snepherd of the Valley, July 7, 1832, 4.




first 1ssue of the paper appeared.l® fThe subscribers paid
three dollars a year in advance for this French and English

wockly.16

The first issue fulfilled all the editor's promises. Of
the four small pages, fourteen by twenty inches, the fourth was
printed in French, Almost a column of Catholic news and an
equal amount of political information was included, The remain~
ing space was devoted to the explanation of Catholic doctrine
and the refutation of attacks on the Church.

The changes in subsequent issues show how efforts were be-
ing made to incresse the circulation and support of the paper.
The second issue showed a gain of a half page for the French .
aoction,17 while the issue for October 20 advertised a still
greater appeal to the French Cathollcs. It stated that the
succeeding numbers would be published on an extra Imperial
sheet, and would be =20 arranged that they could be cut into two
complete journals, the one in English and the other in French.
Subscribers who did not wish to pay three dollars a year for
the whole sheet could secure either the Irench or the English
section for two dollars.iB

Bishop Rosatil was delighted. On September 11, 1832, he
wrote to Bishop Dou Bourg at Montauban, "We have at St. Louis a

185000unts of Monthly Payments, June 29, 1832.

16ghepherd of the Valley, July 7, 1832.

171p1d4., July 14, 1832.
181p14., July 14, 1832,
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Catholic journal entitled 'The Shepherd of the Valley', half
French and helf English. It is published every Saturday at two
dollare a year., It is very good."l9 A1l Catholic priests
throughout the United States and Canada were authorized to re-
celve subscriptions for it.?o

Nevertheless, the financial situation of the paper
remained zrave. The original arrangement had to be resumed on
Hovember 17, and the amount of French material shrank to such s
degree that by December 7 it occupied only a column and e half,
According to a statement in that issue, the subsejuent numbers
were to be almost always entirely English, because of the dif-
ficulty of obtaining an absolutely reliable person for the
French department. However, the bishop disclosed to the
Treasurer of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith the
real reason for the discontinuance of the French section of the
paper, namely, that the laock of funds prevented the hiring of
several pressmen. Stil]l confident, the bishop continued, "we
hope to succeed in our efforts to publish a monthly French and
English religlous Journal".gl

Steadlly the paper struggled onward, retaining its high
1deals and, until September, 1833, the same form. The issue of

January 26, for instance, devoted about one-fourth of the space

19Annalea, VIiT, 1834, 111.
20shepherd of the Valley, Oct. 20, 1832.

Blletter to the Redacteur, May 13, 1833, Annales, VII,
1834, 133. B

126



to anawering the attacks made by the "Baptist Pioneer” and
other sectarian papers, and explaining the position of the
Church on the points of attack. An interesting news item in
the forelgn column of the lssue of r'ebruary 9 of the same year
reads as follows:

Tbrahim rPasha, who has made himself master of all

Syria, is marching towards Nolotia. The Turkish army

is retreating., lshomet Ali, who had offered the

Porte to put an end to hostilities on condition that

Syria shall be ceded to him, now prescribed more

severe conditions. The Sultan has determined to

soliclt forelgn intervention and has ordered his

Charge 4'Affaires at Vienna, M. Mourojeni, to repair

to London for that purpose.

In an attempt to keep abreast of the tide of financlal
difficulties, the of'fice was moved to Church Street, and cone
tracts for Jjob printing were undertsken. That the bishop
patronized this type of work, too, is shown by his socount book
entry for January 8: "Pald the office of the tshepherd' for
printing bulletins for the seminary, $12.50".22 However, the
real credit for prolonging the 1life of the "Shepherd"” beyond the
first year belongs to the Western Catholic Association. This
was a group of Catholics who realized both the benefits of the
publication and the difficulties which were sapping its life
stream. A constitution was adopted, and the well-lkmown
Catholic laymen, liary P. Leduc, was chosen president., Fach nmem-
ber agreed to pay twenty-five cents a month for the propagation,

def'ence, and support of the Catholic Church in the Western

22p000unta of ionthly layments, Jan. 8, 1833.
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country by all honorable and lawful means . 25

Aa a result of the efforts and the interest of the Western
Catholic Association, seversl improvements were made with a
view to introduce the perlodical into every Catholic home in
the Middle est. 2Plans had been mede to begin the new revised
volume durding the firat week in August, but it did not appear
until “eptember because the boat bringing the new materlial was
delayed by the low water in the Chio River.24 The second
volume contained thermometriocal observations, a calendar of
every month, and even an occasional cake recipe. There was
also more forelgn and domestic news. Both the paper and its
price had been changed from the original; the latter was
increased to three dollars per year and the former enlarged to
sheets eighteen by twenty-four inches. The advertisements, too,
beceme more numerous.®® Thus fortified, the "Shepherd" con-
tinued 1ts gocd work for several years more.

ileanwhile the opposition to the Catholics srew stronger.
The following year Bishop Rosati wrote thus of it to the
Society for the Propagation of the Faltht

The Frotestants are doing much to undermine and
tell lies azainst the Catholics in their press. Our
Catholic Jjournals answer them, but the obstinate

Protﬂata%gs do not turn thelr eyes to these
replies.

235hepherd of the Valley, Sept. 20, 1833,

241b1d4., June 7, 1334,
251p14.
2616tter to the Redactour, l'eb. 22, 1835, Annales, VIII, 275
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The "3t. Louis Cbserver" of September 10 even stated that
Cathollics were "dangerous people” and "morally disqualified for
official stations®, because they were under the thumb of the
priests, The editor advoceted that they should attend public
schools and read the Bible.27 The "Shepherd"” did not appear on
Hovember 14 of that year because it had been nolsed around that
"all rell;ious papers must be erushed®, 28 Although it was
afterwards learncd that there was nothing to fear on that acore,
the lack of patrons e extended to the paper proved a real
barrier to 1ts continuance., The last number of the psper under
this editor appeared on July 2, 1836. Frobably the most com-
plete file of thils interesting publication 1s at the St. Louis
University Library. However, it lacks many of the numbers.

There is on displsy in that library another publication
which relates to Bishop Rosati--an 0ld French Catechism. It 1s
entitled "A Catechism published by the order of Mgr. Joseph
Kosati, Bishop of St. Louias, state of Missouri, in order to be .
exclusively taught in hils dlocese".2? e bishop himself usu-
ally referred to it as the "Catechisme de la Louisiane". The
work is divided into five pertsz. The first of these, the com-
plete explanation of the chief truths of religion, begins 1ts
firat lesson thus:

273t. Louls Jbserver, Sept. 10, 1335.

283hepherd of the Valley, Nov. 21, 18385,

29(ryons, 1333).



Who has created you and preserved you until the
present moment?

It 18 God who has created me and preserves me,

Why has God created you, and why doces He preserve
you?

God has created and preserves me to know Him,
love Him and gsrve Him, end in this way to obtain
eternal life.

The second section explains the Apostles' Creed, while the
third contains an exposition of the Commandments of God and the
Church, and the virtues and vices. In the fourth section we
find an explanation of grace, the sacraments, and prayer. The
fifth pert is a study of the principal feasts and solemnities
of the year. To this are appended rules for serving Mass,
prayers to be used at the reception of the sacraments, Vespers
for Sunday, and the Litany of the Saints in Latin and French.

The twelfth and thirteenth lessons in part four are thus
annotated: ‘

This lesson (12) and the following are of invel-

uable importance. Prarents, School teachers, Cate-

chists, Confesaors of children and young persons

ought to exercise particular care to explain them,

to have thg puplls memorize them and put them into

practice.®
The lengthy formula for confession given here is the one in uase
before the days of frequent Holy Communion, when confessors had
comparatively few confessions to hear. The penitent is told to
kneel, assume the attitude of a suppliant, bless himsgelf, say

"Bleas me", and then the Confiteor to "my fault". At this

%Orosati, Cetechisme, 1.
Slip1d., 43, 44.
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point he is inastructed to reveal his sins. After this, he is

to strike his breast three times, and say "through my fault,

etc.", and then complete the Confiteor.>2

Besides arranging to have this catechism printed for the
French Catholica, the bishop tried to secure uniformity in the
use of the catechiasms for his German and English parishioners.
He accomplished this by enacting the following regulation at
the Synod of April, 1839:

Since many inconveniences, sometimes of great
moment, arise from a variety of catechisms, we pre-
scribe that one and the same catechism should be
adhered to for each language which the falthful of
our diocese use; namely for the Irench that which was
published by our own order by the press of Rusand of
Lyons in the year 1833 with this title: A Catechiam
published by the order of the lgr. Joseph Rosati,
Bishop of St. Louls state of Missouri, in order to be
exclusively taught in his diocese; for the English
language until another catechiasm may be produced
according to the Council of Baltimore for the use of
the whole province, a little cetechism, by the Moast
Illustrious and Most Heverend John Carroil, Arch-
bishop of Baltimore, edlited by this first title: A
Short Catechism for the use of the Catholic Church in
the U, 3. of America; finally for the Germman language,
8 second Catechism edited with the approbation of the
Most Illustrious and Most Reverend J. B, Purcell of
Cincinnati, and of the Most Illustrious and Most
Reverend Francis Patrick Kenrick, Bishop of Azaterry
entitled: Catechism, or shorter Explanation of
Catholic Teaching for the use of gpa Catholic Church
in the United States of America."

In order to make his Catechism avallable to his people, he left
some at Rodieris book store, with instructions that the proceeds

32Rrosati, Catschisme, 41.
33synodus ludoviei, 1839, 1l4. St. Louis Chancery Office.
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were to be returned to him,34

These provislons for correctness of doctrine wers seconded
by his efforts to secure appropriate Church music. There had
besn a number of zood singers and mﬁsiciann in the choir during
the time of Bishop Dou Bourg. These still served for Bishop
Rosati, but sometimes the lacdies of the parish sang the linss.
For Easter of 1833, the ladlies learned a new lsss. After the
event, the "Shepherd” noted that it "was a long time since the
citizens of St. Louis had been entertained with any concert to
equal 1t .35

Most likely the new organist, lir. V., J. Marallano,
degerved some of the credit for this and the ensuing musical
successes. Bishop Rosati had secured his services that Febru-
ary for a handred dollars a year.5® Wilson Primm sald of him
later:

He was a Genoese by birth, a Cuban coffee culturer

who came to St. Louls after many reverses there. He

was not a skillful performer on the piano or organ,

but he had taste, and was master of sounterpoint, He

gzgggag% :og:sz?ggt pleces for speclal occaslions, and

One of his compositions, "The Constitution of the United

States", was written in gratitude for the appreciation shown

54Aooauntg.gg_Monthlx_szgenta, Jan, 9, 18353 Aug. 28,

38ghepherd of the Valley, Kar. 23, 1833.

3€accounts of Monthly Payments, Feb. 11, 1833,

37speech of Wilson Primm before the Missourl Historioal
Society, Sept. 16, 1875. A reprint of 1t is pasted in
the inside of the back of Bishop Rosati's diary.



his work, and was part of the Cathedral Fourth of July program
of 1833.58

In addition to the usual choir, Mr. lKarallano had some
well trained voices, those of Misa Hay, Mesdames Duhring end
Menkins, and Nr. Britton A, H111.%%? For the ceramony of the
consecration of the new cathedral they sang a Mass by De Monti.
The bishop liked music, if we can jJjudge by his reaction to the
Christmas program of 1837. Of this pontifical High Mass he
wrote: "The music corresponded excellently to the solemnity of
the ocoasion; for not only were our singers present, but also a
chorue of nine Bohemians interspersed the singing with sym-
phonies produced with various instruments."40 It 1s signifi-
cant, however, that the very next day he began to teach the
orphan boys the Gregorian Chant .41 _

Neither was he penurious in providing supplies for the
choir. On May 24, 1838, he pald thirtye-seven dollars and
thirty-one cents for mmsic, and in 1837 he made another ocutlay
of thirty-eight dollars for the ssme purpose. His plans to
provide for a new organ were completed in June, 1337, when he
contracted for a four thousand dollar instrument with latthlas
Schwab of Cincinnati. It was to be completed and set up within

883hepherd of the Valley, June 22, 1833,

393peech of Wilson Primm.

40piary of Rosatl, Dec. 25, 1837.

41l1p14., Dec. 26, 1837.
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a year, and the bilshop promised to board Hr. Schwab during the
period while he was engaeged in assembling the orgsn 1in the
cathedral.42 True to the bargain the new organ was being in-
stalled on iiay 13. The bishop and the boys had to sing the
Kass "a capella", as the old organ could not be played because
of the preparations which were being made for the new one.%3

The bishop's delight at a beautifully rendered ceremony 1s
thus described by Mr. Primm:

After the termination of a festival Kass, he would
meet the members of the cholr, rubblng his hands to-~
gether saying, "Xy children you must dine with me."

No excuse would be received. In the dining room of

the old "Presbytere"” we sat down to a dish of

ravioll, made of parmesan cheesse and one knows not

how many other ingredients; to fish and flesh, all

washed down with a generous glass of Bordeaux, the

full dinner anlivened by the conversation of men

verased in saoredg profane and soclal knowledge; and

with the solemn "Benedicite"™ which dissclved our

pleasant reunion was stamped upon our hearts, re-

spect, and love for our Pastors, and a resolve to

merit approbation.%4

The new Cathedral was a fit setting for these inspiring
choral renditions. OSix bells, three of which were cast in Nor-
mandy, summoned the people to worahip.45 Its sturdy exterior,
with its Greek portico and four Doric columns, and its towering
steeple, has already been described. The magnificence of its

interior moved Edwin Ilagz to write of 1t as follows:

42piary of Rosatl, June 5, 1837.
431p1d,, May 13, 1838,

443peech of Wilson Primm.
48Flagg, Edwin, The Far West (Cleveland, 1906) 166.
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Retween the columns are suspended eight splendid
chandeliers which, when lishted at night produce a
mognificent effect. The walls are enriched
frescoes and arabesques, presenting the principal
transactions of the Saviour's mission. This 18 said
to be one of the firat attempts at a substitute for
the painted glass of the Middle Ares, and wes exe~
cuted, together with the other pictorial decoration
of the edifice, by an artiet named Leon sent over
for the purpose from France., 7The effect is grand.
Iven the garish sunbeams subside into rainbow hues.%€

The plllers which Flagg mentions were Doric like those on the
portico, and were arranged in two rows in order to support the
6lliptically shaped ceilling. The latter was decorated with a
plcture of St. Louls in prayer, a gift of Louis XVIII of France.
The altar, made of Itallan marble, was flanked by two Corinthisn
marble columna.

The cathedral with its services was tha.finant expression
of the bishop's artistic nature, and 1t was likewise the
accomnlishment which best showed the alm toward which all his
efforts tended, As Wilson Prirm so well expressed it:

His love of music, of painting, of sculpture, of
architecture, of everything calculated to embellish

human 11fe, was always auxiliary to the grand idea

of the greater glory of God, an idea which on the

entablature of the Cathedral erected under his

auspices, was carved in letters of stone and will

not disappear untlil the structure crumbles away,
"Deo Uno et Trino”.47

46r1agg, Larly Western Travels, 167.

473peech of Wilson Primm, published in the St. Louis Times,
Sept. 26, 1876.
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CORCLUSION

Although Bishop Rosatl worked only for the honor and glory
of God, his zeal did not fail to win for him the respect of
men, both Catholic and Protestant. The sona and daughters of
those outside the fold of the Church were gladly sent to the
Cathollc schools. In the hands of efficient teachers who were
splendidly prepared to train the characters of their young
charges, and under the direction of an intelligent, upright,
and progressive bishop, these people felt that their children
were in good hands, They also entrusied their sick to the
Sisters in the hospital, knowing full well that skillful and
attentive care would be given them.l

Indeed, the intensive labor of the bishop caunsed his
diocese, although the ninth in sge, to outstrip all but the
diocese of PBaltimore in literary institutions. Tyis compara-
tively new district had 380 boys enrolled in three such estab-
lishments.? Desides, there were 300 other youths in primsry
schools, 690 girls in academlies, and 139 orphans recelving a

lRyan, Rev. Joseph Paul, "Travel Literature as Source
Material for American Catholic H%atory”, Historical
Records and Studles, X, 301-363 (Apr., 19 37, citing
E., P, de Baxcourt, Sou;anirn D'un Di iomata. Loé&re
Intimes sur L'Amerigue, 1887-1842 (Paris, 1882) 7&.

23avage, "Statistlcal Survey", 198,



good training. In certaln kinds of soclal instlitutions, too,
Bishop Nosatl led the way, for he was the firast to establish a
deafmute school west of the Alleghenies, and the first in the
United States to have e zi:ters' hospital, The only other
Catholic hospital then 1n existence was the one established at
Yew Orleans unider the old Spanish regime. DBetween 150 and 200
patients were daeily relieved by the Sisters of Charity. Kot~
withstarding the extent of the good work thus accomplished,
when we oonsider that his diocese contained s Catholiec popula-
tion of 70,000 scettered over 160,200 square miles of terri-
tory,4 1t can be readlly seen that Rishop Rosati merely set the
stage and trained the characters in the great drama of Catholie

11fe in the NMocese of St. lL.ouis.

5Faote, John A., "Progress and Development of Catholic

Hospitals®, Catholic Builders of the Nation, IV, 85-102
{Boston, 192¥) 89.

4ctatement of the Diocese of St. Louis, 1840. Original
printed for Propaganda, and found in the Archives of the
?roc. Gen. C, M., Rome. Copled by Father Souvay.

136



137

CRITICAL ESSAY OK AUTHORITIES

Unpublished Sources
The most valuable source for the study of any phase of
Bisghop Rosati's manifold activities 18 the Latin dlary of three
volumes which he entitled Ephemerides Privatase Rmi. Joseph

Rosatl, Iphi. S. Iud. The first two volumes, those from 1822

to 1820 and from 1831 to 1836, are in manuscript form in the
original leather bound book in the Archdiocesan Archives at the
St. Louils Chancery Offices The manuscript of the last volume,
from 1836 to 1840, 18 in the Vincentian house in Rome. However,
the Reverend Ir. Charles L. Souvay, C. M., formerly rector of
the Kenrick Seminary, has made it available to Americans by
transcribing it and filing his copy in the archivea of the
seminary at Webster Groves, Missourl. The dlary contains care-
ful notes of the author's various occupations, and often names
the péraona with whom he conferred or correaponded. Another
important source in the 3t. Louls Chancery O0ffice 1z the volume
entitled Accounts of the lMonthly Payments Kade by Rt. Rev.

Joseph nosatl, from March 1, 1830 to May 1, 1839. In diary

form it gives first hand information of his finsncilal experi-
ences while engaged in building his educational and social
inatitutions.

The bishop likewise retained either s copy or a digest of
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many letters or documents which he wrote. Those which were
addressed to Propaganda he placed in a volume which he named

Epistolae ad Inos. Cardinales S. C. de Propaganda ride ab Epo.

8. Ludoviecl Scripta ab Anno D. 1828. Another collection 1s his

Abstract of Correspondence or Letter Book, which contains a

synopsis of many letters that were helpful 1In the study of his
relations and negotiations with parentas and business men.
Copies of the letters and documenis by which the bishop directed
his priests in thelir work are found in another book which the

bishop's secretary later entitled Copise (1) Litterarum et

Documentorun Officlalium. In it was found the commission of
¥Father HNeil to secure funds in Burope.

Many of the bishop's letters to other bilsrnons have found
thelir way into the Archives of ltotre Lame University. From one
of the more important ones, dated larch 20, 1835 and addressed
to Bishop rurcell, we learn that Bishup'aoaati'a daily program
of activities became more and more crowded as the number of
immigrants into his diocese increegsed., The portion of his
correspordence which reached the Procurator General of the Vin-
centians in Rome or the mother house in Paris, has been copiled
or photographed by Father Souvay, and forms another storshouse
of Rosatl material at the Kenrick Seminary. 1t is in one of
these communications to father Salhorgne that the bishop pleads
80 earnestly for a superior for the seminary after he received

the burden of two dlocenes.

The facts which he stated in these letters sare



substantiated by the great number of letters which he received
from others. The St. Louls Chancery Jffice contains those from
Propaganda, Bishop Dou Bourg, the five sisterhoods of his
dioccese, and from many other individuals and groups. The col-
lection from the Sisters of Charlity was most useful in the
chapters on the sick and the orphans.

Humeyrn.:s references to the bilahop's activities are like~-
wise given in the correspondsence of other bishops of the nited
States. Among these ia a letter of Bishop iFlaget to Bishop
Fenwick, dated June 18, 1832, which relates the great progress
in missionary work in the 3t. Louls Dlocese. It is filed in the

Archives of lotre Deme University.

Printed Sources
During Bishop Losati's days two Zuropean societies were
devoted to the support of the missions in the United States,
vig., the Leoyoldine Institute of Vienna and the Association of
the Propagation of the Faith in Lyona. Both organizations
issued yearly publications containing reports of the aid sent
to America, and reprints of letters which had been recelved

from Americen bishops. The Berichte der lLsopoldinen Stiftung

im Kaiserthurm Oesterreich (Anton V. Haykul, Vienna), isaued by

the Cerman socliety, are very rare, but the Central Verein of St.
Louis has obtained a complete set. The volumes from 1 (1831)
to 16 (1843) contained material about Eishop Rosati. The 8t.
Louis University has a complete set of the Annales de la Prona-

gation de la ol (Rusand, Iyons). In these there was

1388
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information in volumes I to VII (18256 to 1843) and in volume
XII (1840). Since the amount of money wihich these socleties
sent to a diocese was often determined by the reported need, it
was poasible that some of the bishops might have been tempted
to state conditions in the worst possible light. However, the
statements of Bishop Rosatl colincide with the reports of travel-
era and writers of the period.

Source material for the years 1832 to 1836 was found in
abundance in the "Shepherd of the vValley" (St. Louls), a French
and English newspaper sponsored by the bishop. During the few
yoears of its losing struggle for existence it gave its sub-
soribers all the local Cathollic news, and some political news.
Naturally it was a great admirer of Bishop Rosatl, and referred
to him in terme of admiration., Its advertisements of the
various schools and academles are intoresting, to say the
least, and anything unusual in the story of these institutions
was falthfully portrayed thore. There is a file of the publi-
cation at the 3t, Louls University, but 1t 1s incomplete.

The youth and training of the bishop, as well as his first

years in America are described 1n the Life of the Very Hev.

Felix De Andrels, taken mostly from the writings of Bishop
Rosati. It was first published in 1861 at Baltimore by iather
Burlando, one of the young Vincentians who arrived in America
ghortly before his confrere's bishopric came to a close. How=-
ever, the edition which I used was that revised and corrected

by Archbishop Kain (Herder, St. Louis, 1890). Two statiastical
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volumes written by Catholics are the Hemorands Migslonum ante
Fundationem urbis 8. Ludoviocl and the Metropolitan Almanac and
Laity Directory (Flelding Lucas, Baltimore, 1842). The first

ons has no publisher's name or date, but both give accurate
astatlatics of the dlocese.

Reprints of some letters of the bishop were found in
various Catholic Historical legazines. Thus, Abbe L. Ludisay,
in his "Some Correspondence Relating to the Dloceses of New
Orleans and 3t. Louls", Records of the American Catholic
Historical Society, Philedelphia, XIX, 305-325 (July, 1908)

published some letters of Bilshop Hosatl to Bishop Yanet which
are in the Juebec Archives. They relate the financial worries
of the St, Louls prelate.

The Mlssouri Historical Soclety Library at the Jefferson
Mamorial in 3t. Louls possesses some splendld source material
in a folder entitled "Wilson Prima's Scrap Book". Primm was an
eminent Jjurlst, a Judge of the criminal court, and & member of
the lissouri Assembly, He was also e singer in the ocathedral
choir, and gave several addresses for or about Bishop Hosati.
Among other things, the fclder contains the liissouri listorical
Soclety reprint of his address, "The Early Church", given
before the society on September 16, 1876. HLe was then an old
man, and his memory failed to recell at least one point
correctly:. This was the year of 1, Marallano's becoming organe
ist at the cathedral. Prima sald it was in 1834, while the
Accounts of Monthly Payments for February of 1833 shows that he



was then being pald by the bishop, and the "Shepherd of the
Valley" describes one of his concerts there on June 12, 1833,
However, the speech at the cornerstone ceremony for the orphane
age, published in the "Shepherd® of May 16, 1835, is the splen-
did record of an eye-witness, and the faots are corroborated by
the reports of orphan care found in the accounts of travelers.

One of these is J. 5. Buckingham's Eastern and Western Travels,

111 (Fisher and Compsny, London, 1842). Buckinghem was one of
a group of parliament members who toured our country in 1838
and afterwards lectured hers on temperance and other topics.

He gave unstinted praise to the sducational and charitadble
institutions of ﬁiahop Rosati. Elihu H. Shepard, who had been
a professor of languages in the 0ld 8t. Louis College, in The
Early History of St. Louis and Missouri (Southwestern Book and
Publishing Co., 8t. Louls, 1870), described events many yearas
after they happened, For this reason some of his statements
are inacocurate., His date of the opening of the Sistera' Hos~
pital is four yearas too late. The ssme oriticiasm holds true of
E+ Do Kargau, and his 8t. Louis in Frueheren Yahren (Wiebusech,
St. Louis, 1893). This author describes each of the 0ld duild-

ings of the city and relates how it was later replaced.
Quite different ia Edwin Flagg's, The Far West, XXVI, of

Thwaites' Early Western Travels. This is a graphic, forceful

record of a young man who visited the Middle West in 1836, and
publi shed his book two years later. It surpassed all records
previously written in English. His impression of the cathedral
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nnd»othsr Catholic institutions is also complimentary. A
detailed description of Missouri in partioular is given dy
Gottfried Duden in his furopa und Deutachland, Von Nordamerika
aus Betrachtet (Bonn, 1833). He made a prolonged visit to this

country for the purpose of reporting to the Germans the advisa-
bility of settling here. HHis account of the climate, soll, and
living conditions induced many of his countrymen to emigrate in
the second half of the thirties,

"Dudents Report" and those of the "Followers of Duden”
have been translated by Wm, G. Bek, and published in the
Missouri Historisal HReview, Columbia, Kissouri. The first
paper in this series appears in volume XII (1918) and the last
in volume XVI (1922), Many of the followers of Duden were dis-
appointed in Americsa, some because they lost many members of
thelr family snd friendship c¢ircle during the cholers, but I
think that they must have falled to read Duden's acoount care~
fully. He 4id not fail to mention both the hardships and the
difficulties of this region. Neither did Hdward Zimmermann,
whose "Travel into Missouri in October, '33" appears in the
same pericdical, IX (Oot., 1915) 38-43.

Contemporary newspapers also described eventa and oondi-
tions. One of these, the "St. Louis Observer", which became
the "Alton Observer" in 1836, was edited by the abolitionist,
Elijah LovejJoy. However, many of its articles are permeated
with prejudice against Catholicity. The 1ssues for 18356 and
1836, found in the Illinois State Historiocal Library at Spring-
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field, were helpful for the general background of the period.

A slighter degree of prejudice 1s found in the weekly begun in
1833 by the German demoocrat, Wilhelm Weber; he named it
"Angelger des Westens" (St. Louis). The third useful newspaper
in this library was entitled "The Sengamo Journal®™ (Springfield,
I11.). The issues of 1835 ylelded some articles deseribing the
means of communication.

Finally, there are still extant a few of the directories
that geve impartial informmation about existing 1natitutians and
advertised the things in vogue during that period. The oldest
one used was published snd edited by the same man who iasued
the Philadelphia Directory, John A. Paxton. The progress made

in 8t. Louils from 1821 to 1836 e¢an be gauged by comparing his
St. Louls Directory and Register (St. Louis, 1821) with the St.

Louls Directory for 1836-1837 and for 1838-1838. The latter
were published and edited by C, Keemle.

Secondary Sources
The most authentic secondary account 1s undoudbtedly the
firat volume of the History of the Archdiocese of St. Louls,

written by the archivist of the dlstrict, the Rev. John Rothen-
steiner (Blackwell-Wielandy Co., St. Louis, 1928)., This
acholﬁrly priest traveled to many archives to secure the
material for this work. Richard H. Clarke's Lives of the
Deceased Bishops of the Catholic Church in the United States,
I, (P. O'Shea, New York, 1872) has a sketch of Bishop Rosati,
but the suthor speaks of the scanty materials available at that



time. The two works of Rev. John Gilmary Shea, The Hierarchy

of the Cathollic Church in the United States (Catholic Publica-
tion 0ffice, New York, 1886) and the Hissory of the Catholic
Church in the United States from 1808 to 1843 (Shea, New York,

1890) treat of Bishop Rosatl in a general way, but also lack
source material. This gave rise to inaccuracies such as stat-
ing that Bishop Rosati laid the cornerstone of the orphanage on
May 18, while "The Shepherd of the Valley™ in the two issues of
May 9 and 16 describe the ceremony as having tsken place on the
eleventh of the month. The Trials and Triumphs of the Catholie
Church in America (J. S. Hyland and Co., Chicago, 1907) by P,
Ja Mahon and J. M, Hayes, 8. J., gives only a brief mention of
Bishop Rosati. It falls to mention that it was he who sent
Father St., Cyr to Chicago, and rather slights his diocess and
the South in general. }

Several works refer to certain phases of Bishop Rosati's
achievemants. Reverend Joseph B. Code's Great American Found-
resses (Mammillan, New York, 1829) has an suthentioc desoription

of Madame Phillipine Duchesne, the first superior of the Sis-
ters of the Sacred Heart in America. Another book concerning
her is Abbe L. Baunard's Histoire de lme. Duchesns, Religieuse
de la Soclete Du Sacre Cour de Jesus (Poussielgue, Paris, 1878).

The author used many letters avallable only to Europeans.
Bishop Rosati's helpful attitude toward the Sisters of St.

Joseph is clearly portrayed in the Congregation of St. Joseph

of Carondelet (Herder, St. Louis, 1823), by Sister M, Lucida
n,
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Savage, C. S+ J+ Her work 1s based partly on the archives of
the commnity. In the History of Mother Seton's Deughters
(Longmans, Green and Co., New York, 1917), Sister liary Agnes
MeCann parallels the previously named author's work by a volume
about the Sisters of Charity.

Louis Houok's History of liissouri, I (Donnelly, Chioago,
1908) relates the 1life and work of the bishop in a general man-
ner. Specific information about his inastitutions is given in
The Great Weat and History of St. Louls (Edwards' NMonthly
Office, St. Louis (cop. 1869)). The authors interviewed im~
poertant citigens who had lived during the earlier nineteenth
eentury. The first portion of the work contains blographles of
prominent persons of St. Louls, and the second gives the
history of the institutions. A comparatively recent, but
especially accurate monograph about the c¢ity is J. H, Lion-
berger's Annals of St. Louis and a Brief Account of Its Founda-
tion and Progress, 1764-1927 (Mo. Hist. Soo., St, Louis, 1929).
Finslly, John A, Foote's paper, "Progresa and Development of
Catholic Hospitals™, Catholic Bullders of the Nation, IV, 85~
108 (Boston, 1923) furnished important information about early
hospitals,

Parlo&ioul:
S0 meny helpful artiocles have been found on the subject
that 1t will be possible to name only the more important ones.
The United States Catholic Historical Society's Yagagine, Hew

York, I, 233-257 (July, 1887) contains "Early Lazarist Missions
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and Missionaries”. It is written by the Rt., Rev. Stephen V.
Ryan, and based on community traditions. Two more recent papers
written by Vincentians on the same subject are the "Lagarists
in I1linois", by Dre. Charles L. Souvay, C. k., Illinoils Catho-
1ic Historicel Review, I (Jan., 1919) 303~319, and Rev. Martin

O'Malley's "Centenary of the Foundation of the Diocesan Semi-~
nary", St. Louis Catholic Historical Review, I, 40-49 (Oct.,

1918). These are based on actual sources,
The series, Historical Records and Studies, New York, fur-

nished a valuable paper entitled "Travel Literature as Source
Material for American Catholic History", X, 301-363 (Apr.,
1923}« It contained extracts from ths records of various
travelers that had noted Catinlic events and efforts.

The Visitatlion Sisters and thelr struggles are the theme
of two more studles in the Illinois Catholic Historical Review,
viz., "Archbishop Eccleston and the Visitandines at Kaskaskia®,
I, BO0=-509 (apr., 1919), by Rev. John Rothensteiner, and "The
Reminiscences of Sister Kary Josephine Barber", I, 352-371
{Jan., 1919), by Helen Troesch. The first of these articles is
based on the correapondence of Archbishop Ecoieston with Hlshop
Rosatl, while the last 1s the interesting chronicle of events
kept by the postulant who came with the first Visitandines.
"The Mullanphys of St, Louis™, by Rev. Lawrence Kenney, S. J.,
Historical Records and Studies, XIX, 70-111 (May, 1920), shows

how these philanthropists assisted their bighop. The same
periodical, XI, 128-129 (May, 1930), contains a scholarly study
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of the "Shepherd of the Valley" in "Pioneer Catholis Journal-
ism", by Paul Folk.
Another contribution by rFather Kothenasteiner to the

Illinols Cathollc iistorical KReview, “The Northeastern Part of

the Diocese under Blshop Rosati", records his attempts to get
English priests, 1I (Oct., 1919) 175-195. The Catholic Histor-
icel Review, Washington, D. C., I, 271-281 (Apr., 1916) yielded
"iarly Conversions to the Church in America", by Ceorgina Bell

Curtis, the author of the Amerioan Catnolic Who's #ho. This

treated in part of Bilshop [losati's convert instructlon. Sister
M, Iuncida Savage's study, “"Statistical Survey of the Chursh in
the United States”, Hecords of the Amerlcan Caetholic listorical
Sooiety, Philadelphia, XXAVIII (1927), 193-206, gave facts and
figures of the Catholic institutions. YFinslly, the iilssouri
Historical Kheview furnished several articles on the general
conditions of the period. The moat valuable of these was Floyd
Shoemaker's contribution, "Six Feriods of Missouri History",
IX, 211-240 (Jan., 1916). This writer has been the editor of

the review since 1915, and had numerous records at his command.
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