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PREFACE

The field of Hispanio Ameriocan History offers so many new viewpoints
that after one has been introduced to this branch of history he feeols
impelled to learm more about what was acoomplished in the new world by the
Spaniards before Anglo-America was settled. Catholics have reason to be
proud of the work done by the Church in Hispanic America in the sixteenth
eentury but most of us in the United States know very lititle of that
glorious record. A schoel for Indians in 1523 was one of the many things
that impregsed me and 1 decided to try to learn more about the man who
attempted to bring European culture to the Mexicans before the land was
completely conquered. The Spanierds of the era must have felt that there
wes nothing unusual sbout ereeting a school for the natives for they have
left us very few available acocounts of it. Beocause of the scarcity of data
the work was a bilt discoursging at times. However, Father Jacobsen was
alwaye ready to offer sdvice and for the ensocursgement and the meny helpful
suggestions which he made, as well as for the time and counsel whieh he so

generously gave in the preparation of this paper I am deeply grateful,



CHAPTER 1

FRAY PEDRC DE GANTE AND EARLY EDUCATICN IN NEW SPAIN
European and Americen Background

Certain feactors, enviromments, and persons had much to do with the
advent of culture and the amenities of civilized life in North America.
Among the great human faotors was Pedro de Gante and his work in the New
World. The conquest of Mexico, the motives and the nature of the con-
querors, the attitude of Spain and the Church toward the natives, or more
particularly the intentions of Charles V and the Fopes with respect to the
conversion and civilization of the newly found peoples, were each important
elements and steps m the progress of edusation. The intellectual and
spiritual enviromment in which Pedro was reared at Ghent and Louvain, the
great Francisoan order of which he becams e famous member, are part of the
story, just as are the pagan Astec capital of Temochtitlan, Tezcoco,
Tlascala and other citlies wherein he labored at the gigantioc task of ime-
planting European culture and the Christian religion. Since these elements
were eecch important in a greater or lesser degrece some spsce uwust b
devoted to them.

The acoounts we have of the Spanish conquest of Americe emphasise the

individualigm, selfishness, and oruelty of the gonquistadores and encomen-

deros., Before we condemn their amotions however, we should consider the

other reasons whioch prompted them to come to Amerieca, To understand ade-

quately the Spanish character it would be necessary for one to review the
1



entire history of Iberie leading to the conditions in Spain in the fifteenth
and early sixteenth centuries. Suffice it to say that the motives which

prompted the conquistadores to leave Spain and to go among the warlike and

primitive peoples of the western world could be classified under three large
headings, namely, greed, God and glory. The motives varied with the individ-
uals and as their motives differed so also did their meothods of acoomplishing
then,

When Columbus returned to Spain and reported his findings, some
persons from various walks of 1life, as was to be expected, were willlng to
face the hazards of the Atlantic in order to obtain a portion of the wealth
of the new land, Host of them were adventurers ready to use any method to
obtain the coveted gold, The Crusades and the wars against the MNoors had
developed & religiocus seal which mede the asoldiers of the crown anxious to
march forth and conguer the heathen natives of the newsountry. All those
olassifiod as men in the quest for glory might be divided into three distinoct
groups, one seeking zlory for self, another glory for the king, and the other
seeking glory for God, In the last named group belong prineipally the missim-
aries - those men who cams solely to conquer soules and armed only with the
crucifix, No history of New Spain is complete whioh omits an account of the
work of these pieoneer bishopa, priests, lay brothers and religious womea.

All of the Bpaniards, even the most brutal of the oonquintgdorea. felt

that they were obliged to bring the light of faith to the natives of the New
World. Because people of today cannot understand the orusading spirit of the
Spaniards of that day and the value which was placed upon the soul, they have

missed the animating force of Spanish echievement in the Americas.) Lowe
17, z - . .
Y&ohn Baﬁigﬁ)g;?peﬁfho Explorers of H?rth Amerioa,1492-1806.(1acmillan Co

ew Yor



jn descoribing the character of the oconguistador saysi-

Born in & rugged and mountainous country and bred on
the field of battle, he was hardy, ebstemiocus, and
independent, In confliet with a daring and generous
adversary, he had booome brave and shivelrous, imbibing,
in the knightly exploits which had especially distin-
guished the last war, a passionate end consuming love
of adventurs.... The sxperienss of war, persecution,
and harsh oriminal codes had hardened his sensibilities
to the sight of suffering and had given him a contempt
for human life, And yet he was essentislly & religlous
man, and the strength and sternness of his convioctions,
blending with the training of centuries, whioh had
developed to its fullest extent every soldierly quality
in his nature, fitted him for the divine mission, for
whioh, like another chosen people, had had felt himself
to be singled out, that of tha Christisn orusader
fighting sgainst unbelief,?

In order to appreciate lully the work done by the Spanliards, we must keep in
mind that orusading aspirit,

When the Spaniards first came to the Americas, the natives with whon
they came in contact were in such a primitive and a,}.moof.j animal state that,
a8 Professor Hanke points out in his recent monograph, a question arose as
to whether or not they were humean beings.s The question wes a difficult one,
and in order to settle the matter, three priests belonging to the Hieronymite
Order were selected to go to Espihiole to make a study, and to report their
findings, This group was known as the Hieronymite Commission, After much
deliberation, it was decided that the natives were human beings with immortal
souls and that they should be free. Since the indigenes by this desision and
succeeding legislation were now Spanish gubjeots,the Spaniards realized that
the obl ation of sa the aouh of the oconquered peoples rested with them.

sh Settlements W¥§EIE'¥E§!§¥;SSE€"Zinato of the
United Statn. 15781 35#'(3 F, Putnam's Sons, New York, 1501) pps95=99,

3 Lewis Hanke, The First Social Experiments in America. (Harvard University
Press, 1935) Prde




The king decided that the Indians should be induced to asccept Christianity by
the methods Christ had oatablhhod.q' This meant that there was to be
instruction at least in religion, and instruotion in religion meant training
in the fundamental concepts of western civilization, and hence religious
instruction was the first step toward the elevatlion of the native races out
of the semi~barbarism inte which they had fallen,

After the Conguest and the establishment of Eureopean institutions on
the islands had been completed, Cortes sucoeeded in eonquering a portion of
the mainland, He, too, regarded his work as a orusade against the unbeliever.
Pedro de Gante writing to King Philip 1I, in 1568, of the motives of the
great congueror reveals the program that Cortes inaugurated, saying that the
friars were enjoined by him to carry on a orusades of Christimnization end
Eduoation "and this sccording to the instruction of the Captain who was then
Hernando Cortés surely of grateful memory, who was then (1524) the whole
resgson why the gospel of God was held in reverense, honoring its ministers
and holding them im high oatm."s Merrimen says that Cortes. 1ike all true
Spanisrds, “zealous for the advancement of the faith, determined to effact
the subjugation of the Indians and get possession of their tressures, he

shrank from no means to accomplish these ends; yet there are fow instarces in

L Hanke, op.oit., p.44. Rev, Francls Borgia Steok,0.F.M, Ihe

}t‘f_é__nt%of“"s" sh Dominion in Mexico. (Central Bureau Frees, St.
ssourl, 1935, Footnote on p.ll stabes:"(1)the controversy was not taken

very seriously ... (2) the question seems not to have been whether the
Indians were human beings; but whether ... they are inoapeble of the
Catholic faith,"

5.Joagiin Garofa Icasbaloeta, editor Codice Francisoano Biglo XVI published ss
es Vol,Il, Nueva Colecoidn de Dooumentos pers ia Historia de Mexico. Mexico
1889, Letter of Fray redro de o Em@-bm P 11. pp.220-227,
D220,

€ Roger Bigelow Merriman, Ihe Rise of fhe Spapish dn the 014 Forld and
in the New. (4 vols., zkhcmillan Coe., New York,1925), 111, p.460,

his whole career in which he was oruel or bleod-thirsty without s Egﬁou."e
8 !-
8,




He had priests with him on all his expeditions, for he realized that their
presense proved & stimulus to the soldiers during the hardships of e march or
the dengers of a battlo7and moreover thsy were necessary for administering the
sacranents., There were five ecclesiastics present during the siege of
renoehtitlin. the present Mexioco City, Fathers Olmedo, Juan Di;s, Juan de
]
Leon, Juan Diagz de Guervara, and the Franolsean Pedro Melgarejo Dias.
The story of the Congquest of exieo is one small portion of Spain's
work in Amorica that is well known, Yet Brebner feels that this great story
should be read from the aocounts left by eoye witnesses, He thinks that if we
read these accounts written by the soldiers we will readily understand,
ssothat the conquest was no ruthless magsacre of
elmost helpleas primitives, but a not unequal contest
botween a militery genius with a few ambitiocus follow-
ers and a professionally trained empire which was
robbed at the orucial moment of the good leadership
which was its only need, at least temporarily, to hold
its own, Cortds won because he exploited not only
every known and half-lkncwn element of the Spaniard's
inherent prestige, but as well every fissure and
weakness in his opponents...

This strong~arm or physisal conquest was but the firet step towsrd the

religious and later oultural conguest of the Ameriocas,

When Cortes had obtained posseasion of the Aztec stronghold, he
decided that the prieats and not the soldlers were the proper persons to
rescus the natives from psganism. Eerly in 1521 he wrote to the Pope and to
the Emperor entreating them to send members of religliou® orders as mission-
aries to the New World, His letter to the Emperor, Charles V, read in partie
7. Hubert H, Banorolt, HIstory of lexlco, (8 vois,, A.L.Banorolt & 6.,

» 2 Pe

San Franolsco, 1883) 157
8. Herbert Ingram Priestley, The Mexican Nation, A History (The Maomillen

Company, 1923) p.97.
9. Brebner, op.oit.,pp.43-44.




Send, your majesty, to this land, many devout
monks who ares sealous for the conversion of the

Indians, Let these bulld monasteries and let

the tithes be paid them for their upkeep and the

support of thelr work, and what is left over, let

it be used for ochurohes and ornaments in the citles

where the Spaniards live.l0
Cortes emphasized the point thet the natives seemed anxious to become
Christians, and he expressed a preference for ths Franciscan missionaries to
work among thm.n He felt that the friars would, by their example, convinoe
the Indians that they were not interested in the gold of the natives, but
only in the salvation of their souls, Zand in bringing to s hopelessly en-
slaved and pagen land, the philesophy of Christian life.

Emperor Charles ¥V of Spain (1500-1656) was the grandsecn of Ferdinand
and Isabella and alse of Maximillian 1. He had inherited Spain from his
mother, the Netherlands from his father, the Hapsburg possessions in Germany
from his grandfather Maximillian I, and by eleotion he became Holy Roman
mo:t-or.:“3 Consequently, although very young when he ascended the throne, he
was the most powerful prinee of the known world., Be was only sixteen, when,
upon the death of Ferdinand in 1516, he succeeded to the Spanish thrm.l‘buk
was sericus about his duty of protecting and spreading Catholiocity. He had
lived in Flanders all his 1ife and upon his first vieit to Spain he could not

speak Spanish, Beosuss of this he made a very poor impression upon his

10 Letters of Cortes, 2 vols., translated by Franois Augustus MacNutt
l' Em, How Yﬂtk. 1908). II. P-Zl‘o
11 Rﬂ. quph As Griffin, The Contribution of Bc}sim to the Catholic Church

in Amorioa (The Catholio University of Amerios, on,D.C. 1082), D2
12 Father Zephryn Engelhardt,0.F.M., The Missicns a.nd ili.uicuri.n of

California. (4 vols., The Jumes H, Barry Co., San Franeisco, 1508) X, p.12
13 Teon Van Der Essen, A Short History of Belgium. (University of Chicago

Pross, me&g@. 19807 Pp&g!‘m
14 Charles E. Chapman, A History of Spain, (The Maomillan Co., 1925)p.287,




Spanish mbjackl.m His first years in Spain were not happy ones for the
young king, due to his not understanding the Spanish sharsoter., By 1522 he
had ohanged considerably and was beginning to appreeiate the Spaniards and
their point of 'dvv.w

The letters of Cortes arriving during his first years as Emperor
roused this grandson of the "Catholic Kings" to his duty toward his subjects
in New Spain, and he appesled to the various religlous orders for volunteer
preachers to go to the New mm.” In his request he stressed the necessity
of sending only men well edusated, and of cutstending ocharacter. There were
meny volunteers but only s few could meet the rigid roquirmnh.m

Early in 1522, Cardinal Adrien of Utrecht, who had acted as Charles'
representative and governor in Spain while Charles was in Germeny in 1520
and 1531"9“- elected Pope, to susceed lLeo X, Having spent some time in Spain
he was interested in Hew Spain and caused more energetic measures to be taken
by the Church toward the new hndfc On May 13,1522 he issued a Bull which
authorized all mendlicant friars designated by their superiors, to undertake
the conversion of the natives of New Spain, He, too, stressed the point that
only those fitted by their knowledge and their exemplary life should be per-
mitted to go. The prelstes of the Orders were to dslegate to these mission-
ariss all the powers needed for the conversion of the natives and the mainte-
nance of the faith ia the Indies, including as Banoroft states, “"the exercise

of such episcopal acts as did not actuslly require the prerogative of a oon-

15 !&orr&m, ?u&o. III‘ pQSlO
16 Ibid., p.61,

17 Tngelhardt, Missions and Missionaries. I, p.l2.
18 Griffin, &QQIE-. ptz.
19 Merriman, gz.?{‘t., 11X, p.228.

20 Banoroft, Hatory of Mexioo, II, p.l60.




georated bishop, in places where no such prelate existed, or in places lying
s greater distance from the bisghop's abode than two days Jourm.*m Pastor
says: "In order to promote the missionary activity of the Franoiscans in
America, tho Pope conferred upon the Order in that oontinant extensive priv-
1leges: they were to elect their own superior every three years, to possess
the full powers of the Minister-Ueneral, and even to sxerclge episoopal
funotions, ﬁmyt those of erdimt:lon.“zz
The Flemings were particularly interested because of a plan to trang-
fer Cordoba's discoveries to an Admiral of Flandcn.zs When permission was
given to Francisoans generally to engage in the conversion of the New World,
three Flenish friars volunteered and were aeooptod.“ The three were Juan
de Teoto, superier of the friary at Ghent, who had been the Emperor's Con-
fessor, Juan de Aora, and Pedro de Gante, Pedro was only a lay dbrother but
he wae a man of talent and exemplary life, familiar with the prevalent oduea-
tion in Europe, who had aoquired great respect and influence in Flanders®
and who was destined to accomplish great things in Amerion. It is principelly

Pedro's work in Hew Spain that will oconcern us here.

21, Bancroft, op.olit., II, p.160.

22 Dr. ludwig Pastor, The History of the Popes from the Close of the Middle
o8, Edited by F.I, Antrobus R.F. grr. (11 vols, B, Herder Book (0.,
» Louls, Nissouri, 1898-1928), Third Edition IX, p.153,

23 Baneroft, Histery of Mexlee, I1, p.lél.

24 Fray Gerénimo de Mendleta,0.F.M., Historia Ecolesidstica Indiana,

Obra Esorita & Fines del Siglo XVI (Published in Hexico, 1870) p»808.
26 Mendieta, !29_0 g}f_.
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CHBAPTER I1

THE EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT OF PEDROC DE GARTE

Little is known of the parents or of the early life of Pedro de Gante.
His proper nane was Plerre de Murs, or in Flemish, Peter Van de Koere. Most
historians are sgreed that he was of noble blood, Some list hinm as a relatiw
of the Empercr Charles V, apparently becauss both were born in Ghent, Just
what ths reletionship was iz not wery olear, Prescett asserts that Gante was
the son of Charles V. But sinse Pedro was born in 147¢ and Cherles in 1500,
this statement is ridieculous, Banoroft thinks Pedro was a brother of the
uporor.l But this is just as absurd since Pedro was the same ages as the
Emperor's father, Philip the Fair, Ancther opinion, advanced by Ixtlilxochitl

2

the Mexioan Indian historian, is that he was a cousin of Charles,” The basis

for the conjecture that he was of noble lineage, seems to be the esteem in
which he was held by Charles 7.8 Mendieta wrote that Charles V knew well the
type of men Pedro was and the life which he led, and greetly appreciated him’
Whatever the roason for the esteenx and friendship existing between the Emperor
and Pedro many doouments indicate that Charles V slways hseded Pedro's pleead-
hga.s Records show too, that at least one other person of his ere was known

a8 Pedro de Ganb-.s ‘

T Banoreft, History of Hexioo,il. Tootnote, p.161.

2 Griffin, op.oite, 1n & footnote on p.3 refers to Kieokens, "Les Ansient
Missionarles Belges en Amerique” Preois Historiques,IX, 1880, for s dis-
oussion of the reletionship. P.Marlano Cuevas,b.J., Historia de la Iglesia
on Méxioo (5 wols. Editorial Revista Catholiea, Bl Paso,Texas,1928), 1 p.162
algo discusses it.

S Annales Minorum (27 vols. edited by an Historioal Commission of Franoisoans
BTare Agun Prees, Florence, Italy, 1933) XVIII, p.467 .., "Jodooum Richium
resdoinde Petrum Gandavensen Jodesi ‘?:Wm, quos Carlos V Caesar familiter
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In the following letter, whioh is often quoted, written in the Convent
of San Franoisoo in Mexico, June 27, 1629, to his brothers in Flanders, Fray

Pedro says:ie~

I want you to know my dearsthat I left Ghent, a city
of Flanders, with two friars my companions, one Fray
Jusn de Tecto and the other Fray Juan de Aors and I
Fray Pedro de Mura borm in the eity of Iguen in the
Budardas Province, was the third, We left together
from Ghent in April 1522 on the ocotave of Eester and
arrived in Spain on July 22. We sailed anew from there
for the last tinme on May 1,1523 and arrived at Villenque
(Ville Riee) on August 13 and from there we went to
Mexieo, peopled already by Christians, From there I
went to another province whose name is Tezcoeo in which
I lived for thres and a half yoars ....I want some ons
of you to translate this letter into Netherlandish or
German and forward it to my relatives that they may
know something good from us, at lesast that I am alive
and woll ..e¢ I oould write much about this ocountry had
I not forgotten my native language...?

While the letter was addressec to his brothers, he undoubtedly had
referenca to his spiritual brothers, the members of the Franoiscan Order,
In 1552 he wrote to Cherles V saying: "Je suis ne dans ls ville de ema."e
If he were a relative of the Emperor it is not likely that he would be 3¢ une
knovn to the latter that he would have to have informed him thus. Iguen was
a town on the outskirts cf Ghent and now a part of the eity, so from hig owmn

statements it seems safe to state that he was born in Ghent in 1479,

3 (cont. from p.l12) coluit, morumque inocentia et susvitate permotus, idoneus
consuit qui ad agendam religionis causam in Americam mitterentur.”

4 (oont. from p.32) Mendiete, © ﬁ.oﬁ.. Pe«608, , ,

s( " "  p.12) Francisce Yavier Alegre, Historis de la Compaliia de Jesus
en Nueve Espaha (Mexico, 1841, 3 vols). I., p.iB0. States ro was
mich more recommendable for his singular piety than for ths illustrious
g‘iﬁog of the kings of Sootia and his immediate relationship with the Emperor

rles V.

6 Petrun 8 Gandavo, Releciones de Pedro de Gante seoretario del duque de
Fajera (1520-1544) Edited by Pasousl de Gayangos, (Madrid, 1873). The auther
of this book was the seorstary of the third duke of Nejera, Don Juan Esteban
Manrique de lLaras was e contemporary of Fray Pedreo, and a friend of Charles

v
Ty wes ont1od Pedro So Sante secause ne ToR iR tIRENISA S DA, 100 -




14

Pedre de Gante spent his early life in the cultural atmosphere of
Ghent, then went to Louvain for his university tralining., It is important to
note this university background of Pedro, because it most probably inspired
the ideals of education, religion, charity, and self-saorifioce which he
oarried to the Hew World. Pedro bscame the link botween the great education-
al past of Louvain and the beginning of Amsrican Bducation,

Ghent during the fifteenth century wms probably the most important
eity in northern Europe. It is located at the jumsture of the Lys and the
Soheldt Rivers and ships from all parts of the world brought merchandise to
s+ dooks. The people were thrifty, industrious, and oultured, Pedro as an
heir to these clvio traits later on was to try, with oconsiderablo suoccess, to
implent them in the Mexiocan Indians. This Flemish or Netherlandish back-
ground of the development of crafts and industries in Amerioa has not been
sufficiently emphasised. iany beautiful churches and publie bulldings lined
the spacious streets of Ghent. The town was a republio in all but namo.g it
had beon one of the ocenmbters of the woolen industry, receiving the raw wool
from England. During the hundred years war, Flanders had sided with I'rance
against England. That pelitioal slinement led to her eoonomic decsy.'® Ghent
experienced a period of decline, but due to its grain staple and the intro-
duction of the linen industry was egain, at the close of the fifteenth cen-

11

tury, the most opulemt oity in northern Eurepe.

7 Eocnt. from p.lBT"Eucvd%{ op.oit., I, pp.ggg-igﬁ.

8 Griffin, 22'.01‘30. Pe2

9 John Lathrop Hotley, The Bise of the Dutoh Republic (3 vols., E.P.Dutton &
Co., New York, April, 1920) L1, PPs062-63.

10 Edward Neville Vose,The Spell of Flanders (The Page Co., Boston, 1915),
PP.198-199, Edward 111 of England prohiblted the exportation of wool to
Flanders and the sale of Flemish woolens in England. As a result Flanders
hed to import wool from Spain which wes of en inferior grade to the English
woll and the Flemish woolen industry began to decline.

11 Amedée Forester and George (Omond, Brabrant and East Flanders (A.& C.Black,
London, 1908), p.l13
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Louvein, too, had been a great woolen center and when that busineas
declined had no industry to replace it. The citizens were reduced to poverty
and many were forced to emigrate to England where the woolen business was

flourishing. To compensate the ocity for its industrial loss the University

12

of Louvain was founded,” Adrian of Ultrecht entered thls Univeraity in 147€

13
and at that timc the school of theology enjoyed a high reputation. By the

end of the century, in Gante's tlme, Louvaln wes perhaps the most famous

place of educatlon in Eurape.u

Durin; the Middle Ages e student usuelly entored the University between
the esges »f thirteen and sixteen. All lectures were given in latin, oonse-
quently he had to resd, write and understand latin before beooming a univer-
sity studa:rb.m As early as 144]1, Louvain had established a system of
competitive honors which Rashdall describes in the following manner:-

The esndidates for the Mastershin were after examine
ation placed in three olassss, in eamch of whioh the
names worg arranged in order of merit, The first
class were styled Rigorosi (Honour-men), the second
Trensibiles (Pass-men), the third Gratiosi (Charity-
passed), while a fourth class, not publicly enmnounced,
contained the names of those who oould not be paszsed,
on eny terms. These competitive exaninations
contributed largely to relse Louvain to the high
position as a place of learning and education whioh it
obtained before the universities elsewhere were roused
from thelr fifteenth-century torpor by the revival of
learninz. Pove Adrian VI and {at a later dete) Janser
were among the many oslebrated men who attained the
position of Primme in the Louvain examinations,l6

13 Hastings Rashdall. The Univeraities cf Hurope in ths Hiddle Ages.
(2 vols,,The Clarendon Press, Uxford, 18 » De+260. The University
of louvaln wes opened in 1424,

14 Ibid‘. P 261.

15 T5id., p 604.

16 T61d,, pp.262-263.

12 Eegsen, 22.0&0' pl?sﬁ
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1n Mexico City Pedro de Gante classified student mentality alomg the
very ssme 1ines. The Univeraity tended toc stimlate a desire for learning
and the Arts flourished in Flanders., The Flemish language began to replace
Frensh and the distinoction began to be made between the Dutoh, Flemish, and
Netherlandish tongues; the writers of the period wrote in Flemish and the
Flemish literature developed rapidly. The great school of Flemish artists
was femous during this era. To it belonged such masters as Jan and Hubsrt

17 1a musio the Flemish

Van Eyok and Roger de la Pasture or Van der Weyden,
masters Jan Ockeghem and Josquin des Prés substituted the cholr with many
voioes for the cholr with one voioo.le The public buildings of Flanders of
the fifteenth century are exoellent examples of the high place the Flemings
nad atteined in the fields of architecture and soulpture. This culture and
prosperity oame to the Netherlands under the rule of the Dukes of Burgundy.
The last of them, Charles the Bold, dled on the battlefield of Nanoy in 1477,
and his daughter, Mary of Burgundy succeeded him. She was not able to cope
with the political situation brought sbout by the death of her father.

French and Germans coveted Burgundy and the Burgundian statesmen decided Mary
should marry to save her possessions, and that she should marry Maximillian
of Hapsburg. This marriage laid the foundation for the European supremacy of
the House of Hapsburg, A son, known in history as Philip the Fair, was born
in 1478, Froem him Charles V inherited the Netherlands, and Flanders thus
beosme Spanish territory.)’ Pedro de Gante was born in Flanders about the

time it becemd part of the Spanish possessions,
17 Easen, 22001@:. PP«89=80,

18 Ibid., p.GT:-

19 m‘. 99.93«-93-
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Not much is known of Pedro's early life, nor of the years spent at
Louvain, From what has been written ebove and from what he later accomplished
in Mexico a guoss as to his training and ideals may be haszarded. Thrifty,
end industricus, soquainted with the arts, musie, painting and soulpture, =
diplomat trained in ene of the greatest courts in Europe, his outstanding
virtue seems to be his religious fervor. After leaving the University he
served at the Courts of Philip the Falr and Charles V where he frequently met
two eminent Franciscans, Fathers Juan Glampion and Juan de rocbo.m The
oxemplary life of these men so impressed Pedro that he deoided to beocoms a
meuber of their Order.?l His msscolation with the Franeiscans added to his
oharaoteristics a supernatural outloock and gave him new motives and a life
work and led to a glorious achievemsnt among the Azteo idolaters.

The Franoisocan Order, or Order of Friars Minor, as it 1s officially
known, was founded by Francis of Assisi in 1209, Frencis was the son of a
wealthy mershant, who tiring of a life of luxury, scld all his possessions
and retired to a seocluded spot in the hills near his native town. For a time
ho lived the life of a hermit, spending his time in prayer and meditation,

He begzed his dally bresd from the people of the town, After a time he
declded to preach the word of God to these fellow~townsmen., At firat his old

friends scoffed at him, but later his earnestness convinoced them he was not

20 Fray Pedro in his aforementioned letter of 1568 to Philip II says se.
sinos I was very young I have cococupied myself always in things pertaining
to the servioce of the Royal Crown before my conversion and afterwards here
very miuch more. For better evidence of this I will give your majesty a
statemont ... of the success in this land of a man tried by experisnce
very wide and over very many years ... Conoerning these affairs es your
Mejesty is so far sway and cannot see them nor can your royal presence be
had ... we religious deem it necessary and desirous that the spiritual
should endure ... in order that as the Emperor our Lord has done, your
¥ajesty with equal, most Christian seal for souls likewise and as a son of
such a father,King and Senir our Lord may do." Icasbaloeta,Codice
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jnsans as they had assumed, Heo became the most loved of the saints for his
gentloness, and is admired greatly even in Protestant Qircln. The contem~
plative life appealed to thirteenth century Buropeans end Francis soon had
pumerous followers. It became necessary to draw up rules to govern this
fast-growing religious commmnlty,

The distinguishing characteriatic of thls group was its absolute
poverty. Neither the menmbers as individuals nor the Order as a group could
hold any property. The friars were to depend sclely upon the charity of the
faithful for their sustenance., They were to imitate the life of Christ and
to work for the welfare of the Church., The Order spread rapidly throughout
Europe, Its members were found in all fields. They were preachers, teachsrs,
msiociens, scientists, scribes, historians, travelers, poets, artists and
statesmen,2? To follow the rule of Francis reqired fortitude and developed
humility. Becsuse of these traits the followers of the Poor man of Assisi
were gensrelly loved and esteemed by those around them. Pedro joined this
body of religious and his years of training in the ascetic life are blank
peges in his tlography, but inoidentally Gante developed many of the lovable
characteristics of his model and father,

One blographer, who as a priest knew the lay brother, tells us that
Pedro de Gente frem sarly youth possessed great humility.2® 1t 1s mot
surprising then that the Fransiscan Crder appealed to him, When he rencunced
the world, he decided to enter the order as a lay brother. He was serving in

this cepacity in the oonvent et Ghent when the oall for workers in the New

20 (oonk. Trom p.lmrmlaoam. De220.

21 ( ® " ) Griffin, opeoit., p.3

22 Michael Bihl in Catholic EnsyoIopedia (15 vols., Robert Appleton Ce.,
Hew York, 1909) VI, pp.ﬁ&!—%ﬁ

23 ¥endiota, 22.’2..’;3" p.608.
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World wes roceived in EBuropoe. Charles V was ir Flanders at the time and when
he departed for Spein on April 27, 1522, the three Flemings mentioned above
sccompanied him. GCente, in his letter of 1558 says that he first received
pews of Cortés efter he had reached Sentander, Spain®4and hence probebly
Charles wanted them to go to the Islands. Steck states that Charles V "get
out for Spain, sccompanied by the three Flemish Franciscans, who had been
duly euthorized by their provinclal superior to join Cortes in Mexico and bee
gin missionary work among its mtivea."ZB They reached Santander om July 22,
1522, For the next few months the Flemings busied themselves studying the
Spanish language. Hany writcrs assume thaf: they remained in Spain waiting for
papal canction to go to New Spain.®® Yot mccording to the egreement between
the Pope and the Spanish Crown known as the Patrongto Heal, the Spanish King
sontrollsd the appointment and departure of churchmen for the New World and
his permission was all that was necessary for missionaries to work in New

27
Spain.

24 Icasbaloeta, Codice Frenoiscano, p.221.

26 Steck, The First Hell-cent of %%Dmﬁ.nion in Mexico, p.5

26 Banoroft, History of | Kﬁ&ml’m” 00  Pel82§ STOOK, 100s Okb., Lota M,
Spell, "The ?Ira% Teacher of European Music in Amerios," in The Catholic
Historical Review, New Series 11, (Washington, 1922) pp.372-378, pe378, all
mention that the Flemings did not have pepal authorisation for their
departure for Hew Spain.

27 Hanke, op. ¢ite, Del0 ..« "the bulls of donation of Pope Alexander VI and
Pope Jullus I1 conferred upen the Crown of Spaim the power to direast
church ns well as state affairs in the new found world,®
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CHAPTER IIX

ENVIRONMENT AND ESTABLISHMENT IN NEW SPAIN

The Flemings left Seville for New Spain on May 1, 1523 and landed at
villa Rica de la Vera Crus, a town about thirty miles north of the present
olty of Vera Crugz, on August 13, From VillaRice they went to Mexlco City,
where they had intended to work smong the na.ti.vu.l

Porhaps their departure from Spain had been delayed because the
Spanish Franoiscans did not want them to be the first group of missionaries
to land in New Spain. Wers they very unwilling to scoord that honor to the
porthorners? Spell mentions that the names of the Flemings are not listed

2 But the

with the group kmown as "the twelve Apostles”™ of the Franeiscans.
Flemings were in Hew Spain almoet a year before the twelve first Franciscans
arrived. DBancroft uses a quotation from Hendieta to explain the omission of
their names. The following is his explanation: "Coming solely with the permit
of their provincials, ‘no oon autoridad apostolica ... ni con mandato del
ministro general,' they cannot be recognized as the firat Franolscans in New
Spain."® To say they were not the first ones because they did not have papal
sanoction 1s prepostercus, They were members of the Franeoisoan Order and
they preceded the "famous twelve" by almost & year. Consequently they would
have & bettor olaim to being the first Franoiscans in New Spain than would the
twelve who followed. But, according to Fether Engelhardt, the firat Fran-
eigoan in Mm:ioe apparently was Pedro Melgarejo, who had been with Cortes

1 Griffin, op.eit., p.4

2 Spell, op.eit,, p.373.

3 Banoroft, History of Mexico. II, footnote p.161 from Mendieta, Historia
Eeleslastica, p. 15, 21
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during ths siege of Tenmochtitlan in 1521, He had returned to Spain in 1522
5o defend Cortés at Geurt.‘ Evidently, as most people would deduce, the
Flemings were not the first becsuse ancther had been there before them and
aot because they came without papsl sanction.

In another acoount, in spesking of the arriwval of the Flemings in New
Spain, Father Engelhardt says, "they were the first religieus to preach
Christianity among the natives of Mexioo."® By that he undoubtedly meant
that they werea the first to devote their attention entirely to the natlives,
There had been priests on all the expeditions to the New World, but according
to Engelhardt, the secular priests were oconcerned chiefly with the spiritual
wants of the Spcniuél.s

Hexico City, at whioch the Flemings arrived, was until 1521, the ocapital
of the sowcalled Astes Empire. Originally the site was two reed-covered mud
banks or islands, in a great salt lake.’ The space between them was eventual-
ly filled in until, at the time of the Congquest, only a rather wide canal
separated them. The northern island was Inown as Tlateloloo and the one to
the south Temochtitlan.® fenoohtitlin was the largest oity of the Empire and
at the time Cortes first appromched its shores was a oity of between sixty
and seventy thousand homes. These houses were made of adobe covered with

white plaster. The eiiy wes se tod from the mainland on all sides by =
{ Father Zephryin Enge &t.o.’g!.ELMEhoiio EnaeWo ‘!591"‘"
of Ca

a # Pe .
5 Engelhardt, The Missions and Misgeionaries of ( e Del2.

AR
6 Engelhardt, Cathollo Bnoyolopedia, Vi, pe200.
7 Peter ¥artyr D'Anghera, E’o’ 5% Bovo translated by Franeis Augustus Molfutt,

(2 vols., G.P. Putnam's Jons, New York, 1912), II, p.86.

8 Bernal Dfaz Castille, The True History of the Congusst of NewSpain, 5 vols.,
translated by Alfred Ferolvel Maudslay, In Works fasuss by the %ﬁuﬁ
Society. Second Series Wo. XXIII (London, 1308), IT, p.48.




distance of from ome to two leagues, It was built im the form of a square
and was protected by high walls which rose about nine feet above the water's
edge. Above these walls could be seen the many beautiful temples erected to
the various gods of the Aztecs. The mainland was reached by stone causeways,
and an aqueduct leading from the mainland supplied the oity with drinklng
wator., There was e large market place in the center of the town to which
products wore brought from the mainland on barques. The ococoa bean was used
for money‘g The oity had exoited the admiration of the Spaniards, but the
native cugstom of offering human sacrifices to thelr gods was so sbhorrent

% when the Flemings
arrived, late in August 1523, econditions were in such an unsettled stato as

that Cortes had ordered their temples destroyed.

a result of these orders that it was decided they should go to Tezcooo.
Tenochtitlan was being destroyed and llexico City was being built om its site
and mingled with the din of the workers was the noise of conaiderable atrife
among the conguerors. ‘

Fray Pedro in hls letter of 14;29. stated that when he arrived in
liexico City in 1523, it already had & Christien population of Spaniards.
Bencroft advances the opinien that the Flomings went on to Tegooso because
nene of them apoke Spanish well enough to work smong the Spanish congrega-~
tions at the ocapital. The Spaniards looked upon the Flemings as "intrusive

1
foreigners,” and the Flemings were not anxious to irritate them. 1

9 Letteors of cortn, pp.256-268.,
10Bretner, gﬁolﬁu Pedd
11Baneroft 8 o:jz of Mexiso, II, p.168; Cuevas, op.oit., p.d62.
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The natives of Tesooso were allies of the Spaniards. They had been
subjects of Montesums but had rebelled sgainst him and were unfriendly to
him st the time of the arrival of Cortéa .12 They weloomed the opportunity
whioh Cortds offered them of joining forces against Montesima. Beeause Cortés
fslt the migsionaries would be well received by the Tessocans he sent them
there.’> They were lodged at the palace of Ixtlixochitl, where they remained
as guests for nine mnbha.“ The ohief, who was not so sure his sublects
would receive the friars kindly, ssked them not to appear in public for fear

16

their presence would osuse a disturbanse among the Indians. Hisg fears

wore unfounded for the friars were woll received by the natives and in a
short time Gante had mastered the Astes langusge sufficiently to open a
school for the sons of the chiefs in a building placed at hig disposal by
Ixtlixochﬁ.tl;m

In visualizing the Teseocoo to which Gente went in 1523, it is well to
remombar that it was not & wilderness. It was situated on the northeastorn
sheres of lake Toscoeo, a few miles moross the lake from Mexieo City. Cortes
in a letter to Charles V, desoribed it as beling six leaguss by ocsnoe and ten
by land from Tenochtitldn, He stated there wers about thirty thousand house-
helds in the oity, as well as some very large and well-bullt mosques and

17
oratories and extensive market places, Tezooco had been the eapitalof the

12 Peter W; 11, P.l05.

13 Annales Minorum, XV1, p.160, the statement is made that Gente and his
companions stayed at Tlaxcale until 1523, rather than at Teszcoco. This
oitetion in the Annales is teken from Herrerse, Deo, 3, 1ib.2, ¢.9, and from
Turrecremata (Torquemsda) Monarquia Indiana, Lib.II, c.19. Mendieta, ope
cit., says they went first to Tezcooo and this seems to be the accepted view

14 Tzogquiel A. Chévez, El Primero de los Grandes Educadoss de la Americs, Fray
Pedro de Gante, (MexToo, 1054)s Dedo. -

16 Francis Clemont Kelley, Blood-Drenched Altars (Bruce Publishing Co., Mil-
waukee, 1935) p.393.

16 Spell, op.cit., p.374. 17, Letters of Cortes, I, pp.247-248.
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18 These Acolhuas were the original dominators of the

Acolhuacan kingdom,
territory and at the time of the Conguest were ons of the thres tribes in
the Aztec Confoderacy.}® Their oapital was older than Temoohtitlén and
rivalled it in sisze and importance. It had been the center of ¥Nahua culture
and retained its ocultural asoendanay until the Spanish Conwuest, It has been
desoribed as tha "Athens of the A:taea.”go

Ths beauty of this olty on the inlend sea made such sn impresszion on
the Spanierds that many desoriptions of it were sent to Spain. These
ascoounts told of the white houses surrounded dy beautiful gardens. Tho wslls
of the housses were washed with white bitumen and from a digtance gave the
appoarsnce of litile huts covered with unw.n The dominating building was
s lofty temple, reached by aseending ome hundred seventeen steps.-- Hero as
in Mexico, the Indiens offered human victims as ssorifices on their alitars,
From ovents which followed, we may aszume that when Fray Pedro behsld this
heathen temple, he determined to do all in his power to replsoe it with a
Christlan place of worship,.

The practice of offering human sacrifices to the gods was abhorrent
te many of the natives, eapecially the weaker tribes of the neighborhood.zs
for it was oustomary for the Aztecs to select their vietinms from these cone
quered pecples., The Aszteos were feared and hated by thelir neighbors and

nerhaps, s some writers contemd, the animosity of thease tribes toward the

18, Lotters of cortéa 1, pr.247-248, foctnote,
19; IE 9.22

20 Letter! Qf .r Ic

21, Peter En;gyr, 0p.olts, D353,

22, Bornal Diaz, gi‘?'om. 11,p.88,

23, Priestley, op.cif., p.29.
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the Azteos, simplified the Spanish Conquest of New Epain. Ensmies of Spain
denounce her for having permitted the destruction of Asteo eiviliszation, but
most scholars who have made a study of it, admit it was but a barbarian
sulture, Ome author says:

There are two schools of thought regarding the
character of the institutions developed by the
Astecs. lewis H, Morgan and A,F, Bandeller leaned
‘to the opinion that the words "empire," "lord,"
Yking,"” emgloyod frealy by the Spanish writers

frem Cortes down and followed by Willism H, Prescott,
are miseonoeptions of sooial and political develop-
ment smong the Mexioans. They ergue that Cortés
himself steeped in imperial phraseoleogy and conceptions,
used familiar descriptive terms in reporting to his
emperor a new life of which he had inadequate under-
standing ...s In reality, think these writers, the
Aztec "empire" was a loosely bound oconfederscy of
demooratio Indian tribes. This opinion is adhored
to by John Fisks and by manylesding Ameriocan
othnelogiste. Moat other writers incline to the
idea that the Aszteos and like tribes had real mon-
arochical ingtitutions. ... As s matter of fact
Hexioo was governed by a priestley oligerchy, and
had a normal tribel orgenization below it.24

Another writer conterds that the Agzlec priesthocd held the people in a grip
of iron, and in other respcots, their culture presented atrange ocontrasts
between enlightennent and barbariamczs

Priestley feels that, "thers were two groups of native culturs which
mey be roughly classified es savage and barbarian, respectively. There were
ell grades of savagery, while the barbarian cultures partook, in many
respects, of the traditionally sccepted characteristiocs of genuine civiliza-
tion.?® This last point is ono that is overlooked by the cssusl writer, who
<4 Triestley, OpeCites DPe2d=25s

25 Nerriman, gg_..cﬁ., II1, p.469.
%6 Priestley, ga.cit.. pedb.
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conderms Spain for destroying the native eivilization., Students of priritive
American 1life conoede that the Azbecs had reached thelr zenith before the
arrival of the Spanierds and that 1t would have been only a matbter of time
antil the surrounding tridbes would have overthrowm 'l:hom..27 Others take the
stand thet Spain destroyed a greet civilization., One writer seys:

They had their own litersture most of which was
destroyed by the Spaniards. They used picture-
writings and much of their Ltraditionsl and
ascientific lore was committed to menusoripts ....
It wos part of the religious fensticism of the
Spanierds that they wilahed to destroy all the
records snd symboll of the pegan race theyv had
conquered, 28

On the other hand, Icasbaloeta argues thet

If the Azteos, during the years immediately
preceding the Spenish Conquest, had atteined so

high a degree of culture, it is totelly incom.
prohensivle that not a single individue) remained

to preserve that intelleoturl oulture, and teo give,
through the medium of writing, which the Speniards
had brought to Mexise, an account of it. Though
Indian annslists or Chroniclers wers not wanting
among the Azteoca, we do not know of any philosophers,
orators, or podts who came from these ansient
academies, If these schools actually existed, mnd,
if they produced philosophers, orators and poets,

it 1is impossible to believe that both the schools
and the puplls disappeared ot the death of the founders
of these schools.2?

27 Lettersof Cortes, opsoit., II, Appeundix p.154,

28 Frank C. Carpenter, Nexioco, (Doubleday Fege and Co., New York, 1925}, p.135

29 Jmmﬂn Garola Ioasbaloete, "Bducation in the City of Wexioo in the
£ixtosnth Cextury,” in fistorical Records snd Studies, XX (1931)
translated by Walter 0'Donnell,C.S.C., Dp.80=157, p.100.
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mhere was no system of educatlon for ths rnasses. Any latellectunl atbaine

30

ments which the Agtecs possessed were limited to a few individuals, Thelr

relizlon was grucsems and thelr whole social life was brutal and dobascd .Sl

30 Icazbeloets, loo. cit,
81 W.H, Johnson, Pioneer Spaniards in Horth America, (Little, Brown and Co,,
Boston, 1903) 1,349,




CHAPTER IV

TEZCOCO ARD EARLY EDUCATION

One of the oharacteristiocs of a true culture surely is education of

the young or interest in thelr intellectual development, There wus no educa~
tion as we understand the term among the natives of Mexioco before the coming
of the Spaniards. What sechools they had were conducted in order to train the
priests to carry om their bleody worship which has been desoribed as "s com~
pound of animism end fetishism in which the latter was demimnt.”l What
education there was was directed toward the worship of the god of war. The
Calmecac was a religious school to which the sons of the nobles were sent at
an early age. In this school they were trained for the Astec priesthood.
The Telpochalll was the military school where the members of the wealthy
roceived their training. Instruotion in both schools was similar and the
discipline was very rigid, The Telpochalli was devoted to the art of war
and the Calmecac included tralning in the Astec ritual,

Warwas glorified for the sakes of religion, The religious rites of the
Azteos required human sacrifices to sppease their gods and thess victins were
obtainsd by wars of conquest. The common people were the ones who had to
sarry on this werfare and provide the human sacrifices., There was no apecilal
training nseded for their work consequently there was no general public
céuoatioa.z The childrem of the poor were not permitted to attend what achools

did exist. The natives were akilled in many trades and in some of the arts
i. Lowery, op.oit., p¢33
2. Ioasbalosta, "Education in the City of Mexico, im the Sixteenth Cenmtury’plOl

29
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especially in weaving and feather-work, but there is no evidenoe of any formal
training in these. The children of the poor learned from their parents and
thus perpetuated the trade in the family.

When Fray Pedro besheld the abject misery of most of the natives, his
heart was touched and he resolved to rescue them from the powers of darknoss.
With their conversion in mind, he devoted his time to learning their lan-
guag..s This was no simple task for a man of forty-four, but Pedro was
undeunted. He mingled with the shildren in thelr play and noted and studied
the words used by thems The older shildren were very helpful and appeared
to enjoy their role of soacher.? In a short time Fray Pedro had sdquired a
vocebulary large encugh for him te tell the ohildren of the true God,

He was partioularly anxicus to ingtruct the sons of the oaociques, or
chiefs, for ho realised they were the im ortant members of the tribe and he
hoped to reach the others through th-n.s Thess Indians hed a system of
hieroglyphios, and so in the early days, before he was thoroughly conversant
with their language, Fray Pedro adopted ploture writing as a means of
instruotion, and the natives, who were accustomed to their own hieroglyphie
figures, readily understood hims The firat things he taught were what he
considered every Christian ought to know, namely, how to bless himself and
how to kneel properly; and the four important prayers, the Pater Noster, Ave
Haria, Creda, and Salve Regina. Thess were all taught in Latin, before he
beoame familiar with the vernsoular. Meny of the dooctrinas, or books of

Banorof't, Khto Mexico, 1I,p.374.
5 Hendieta, ﬁ%q. p.m
6 Mare F, Va otte, "An Umwritten Page in the History of Eduestion,” im

American Catholio Quartm'lz Review, Vol, 42 (Philadelphia, 1917), pp.623-
» Do 1.
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religious instruction of the early period, that have been found in Mexioco,
contain these prayers in Latin, Perhaps the motive for teaching them in the
janguage of the Church was to familiarize the natives with the prayers so
they would recognize them when heard during Mass or other urvicca.7

Fray Pedro gathered his pupils about him in a bullding adjoining the
convent. In s letter written to Charles V, in 1523, he said: "I have
undertaksn to tessh the ohildren to read and write and te¢ sing ... and In
order to do so a school has been built on the grounds adjoining our houge
with sufficient capacity to accommodate from five to six hundred children
who meet daily."8 These natives of New Spain seemed very enxious to learsn,
and while this first school was only a temporary structure it served ita
purpose vory mn.g This sohool of Cante's at Tezcooco was the first pudblic
school in New Spein, was for the natives, and was a primary and a gratuitous
school,10

Pedro studied the customs of the natives as well as thelr dialect,
He was impressed by their fondness for the solemnities of their bleody worship
and like a true educator was continually looking for avenues of approach to
stimzlate interest. He recognised the possibllities religlous dramas afforded
to convey his mossage to thenm, A;.z;oct from the beginning of his work smong

them he made use of these dramas. He was socon aware, too, of ths great love

for music which these peopls possessed and he made musio another meaus of

7. ¥arc F. Valletts, op.cit., p.6sv,
8. Ibid., p.628,
9, Engelhardt, "The Earliest Books irn the New World," in United States
Catholic Historicasl 89010? Ho%&mpg Series X. edited by 7. Mochan,
aw Yor » DDe Pe
10. Vallette, gg.oﬂ:.. P«+6273 Bancroft, Hi:tmrz of Mexieco I1I, p.l8l.

11, Catholic W X. p.2B9,
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preaching to them. The followlng is part of a letter written by Gantes

By the grace of Ged, I baegan to understand them and
to ses how they must be won., I noted that in thelr
worahip of their gods, they were always singing and
dancing before them, Always before a victim was
sacrifioed to the idol they seng and danced before
the image. Seeing thig and that all their songe
were addressed to the gods, 1 composed very solemn
songs regarding the law of God and the faith, how
God beocams man in order to free humsnity, and how He
was born of a Virgin, Mary, who remained wholly pure
and without stain, likewiszse I gave them certain
patterns to peint on thelr shawls for the dances, as
they were accustomed to do, socording to the dances

- and the songs which they sange Thus they were
dressed gally, or in mourning or for victory. Then
when Christmas time drew near, I invited every one
from a rediuvg of twenty leagues to come to the festival
of the Kativity of cur Redeemer. S50 many oame that the
patio would not hold them and they sang, the wery night
of Nativity, "To~day is born the Redeemer."12

When the group of Spanish Franoisocans, sometimes referred to as "the
twelve apostles,” arrived in 1524, they asked the Flemings why they had not
made more progress, and what they had been doing. To these very errogent
questions Father de Tecto tersely replied, "We have been learning a theology
unknown to St. Augustine (namely) the language of these Indians .13 Howover,
when Father Martin io.vumh, who wag in charge of the group, saw with
vhat recollection the natives who had been instructed by Fray Pedro aaslsted

at the holy sacrifice of the Mass, he adviged that they be baptiszed immodi.-
14
ately., From this it would appear that Gante had been worlkdng diligently

snd that his arduous labor had not been in Mn.la It remains & aource of

womdernent the great work of Gante has been unrecognized Franclgcans

127 Braden, op. es P+105 quoted from (0dloe Franciscand. RNueva Loleooclon
de Dogumentos, IV. p.221.

130 8;;“&‘. &00!8“ ?’168.

14, Griffin, o mh.. pebe , ‘

15, Father mﬁ‘.}%ﬁ. La Educecion Popular in Nueva Espahs, states that Pedre
had a achool of mm"fofé%aiﬁ"‘. probap ook this school
for the one founded later in Mexmico City.
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and Spaniards, Some present day obgervers seem to miss the purpose entirely
of hiz long years of work among tho nativese Ons of the last books emanating
from Yexipo on education in Mexico contains the astounding information that
sthe school of Fray Pedro was the precursor and indirect pattera for today's
gocialistic rural schools.,”

The two Flemings who had cowe to New Spain with Fray Pedro, lesrned
the native language at Tezoecco, then according to some uriters,” accompanied
Cortés on his expedition to Eonduras in 1525, where presumably both perlshsd
from sickness or privations. Authoritiss differ on this point, and 1little le
mown of their labors, for "the shropiclers confined their attenbion almoet
exolusively to those semt out by the Spanish prelatas.“m Pedro remained in
Tescoco until 1527 and devoted his whole time to the natives. He started his
first school inl523 and by the time the Spanish Franciscens arrived, it wms
well established., During his stﬂy at Tescooo Pedro made numercus trips to
Tlascala and other provinces, He also bullt the chapel which is now in the
large and beautiful atrium of the cathedral of Tezcoccel |

From tho Ltime of thely arrivel, ths Ifriers chanted the Divine Lffice
and one of Fray Pedro's firat tesks wns to trein the natives in Europsan mels

50 that they could assist at Vespers. IHistorlans do not tell us when or where

16 George 1, Sinshes, Mexico, A Revolution by Eduoation (TheViking Press, New
fcrk, 1936). Fo“-
" Rev, Wilfred Parsons,S.J. Mexiocan Ma om, (The Maomillan Company, New
York, 1936) Devotes many pages to these or athestio schools.
17 Banoroft, Hist of Hexico, II, p.l6l, states that Teoto perished in 1525
' on Honduras expedition and that Aors scoompanied him and died on the same
Journey. He gives as hls authority the lotter of Gante in Ternaux-~Compans
%% Series 1. Tom. X, 191-200. Hendieta, op.cit., p.607 says Aora
e lo cateohlising at Tezececo soon after his arrival end that his body
wes removed to the Franciscan Convent at lexico after its completion,
18 Ibid,, ps 162,
19 m&, _02_09}_2_‘; Polsc
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iray Pedro roceived the musical educetion, which later he found so valuable,
put rusic was ome of the arts populear in Flanders during Pedro's boyhood.

In fact, as has already been stated, the period from 1400 to 1550, is kaown
in musical history as "the sge of the Netherlands," boceause of the contribu~
tions made by men of northern France, Belgium, and Holland to its advancement,
Yany of these mmsters were trained in the coxnvenis and chapel schools.

The emperor Charles V. was very fond of mugic and never travelled
without his singers and his lMaestro de Capilla. He enjoyed singing and often
sang with the church choir and wes very quiock to point cut any nistakes that

21
were made. The following story would indlcete ho was well versed in the
musical works of the periled, too,
Cns day a maestro de Capills came from Seville, a
man called Guerroro, bringing a book of motets and
masses which he hed composed, The Emperor ordered
ons of the nasses to be sung. When 1t wes over, he
gsont for his confessor and said to him "0 Hidepuls,
he 1s a slever thief, this Guerroro, he has stolen
this passage from so and so, and that cne from sowe
one else,” The singers wore astonished for they
had not noticed 1%, until it was pointed out to them
afterwards,."22

Since tho Emperor displayed so much interest in music it seens natural

to expect his subjeots would be interested slso. Then toe, during the

fifteenth oentury, a youth, destined for the work of the Churoh was expected,

20. Edward Diockinsom, Musie _1_5 tha Historz 3_{ the Westernm Church (Smith Elder
and Co., London, 1502), p.149,

21, J.B., Trend, The Music of Sparish History to 1600, (Oxford University
Press, 1926), pe.1id,

22. Ibld., 74148,
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«s .50 bocome proficient in the theory of musie,
the art of organ playing, and in singing ....More-

over in the monasteries the construction of muslcel
instruments destined for the serviscs of the Church
wes carried ong the rrecenter, chanter or csholr-
master, whichever he happensd to be called - was
exnacted to be able to make all necessary repeirs on
the organ. It sesms cortain that Pedro de Gante had
at least obgerved the methods of instruments con-
struotion, although he may mgs have had any
nraotice in the musieal fleld.

Fray Pedro worked diligently to train the Indian boys in vocal rusiec
and, at Tezcoco for the first time in North America, the voices of the
Indians, under Padro's suporvision, were raised in the tones of the plain
c}mﬂ:.% Here he inaugureted the first school for Church ¥Muslie in the Testem
Femisphere. Tha “ask was not as easy as it scunds for at first the Indlians
were not anxlous to sing, because, they said, they could not sing like the

26

Spaniards, This wes quite true and illustrates wha® keen observers these
boys were. Their weioces were thin and piercing and most of the time out of
tune, But Fray Pedr¢ was persistent end while the voloes of his pupils could
not compare with those of the Spanierds eithesr in sweetness or in strength,
hs selected the best of the group and gave them special training for the
church choirs, Training sesms to have been very helpful, for Mendiets was
‘inclined to think that sems of the singers were so well-trained that they
could have successfully competed with singers from the Cathedral oheirs of
Europe.26 |

Instruction in singin: was given to all and with cultiwvation their

volces graduslly improved, The Indians loved mugic. 1t was ome of the surest

23 8vell, op.cit., 990372-‘3730
24 1bid.,p.d7d.

25 Tbid.,n.375.

26 ﬁndidbt, ope oit., p.éll.




approachss that Pedro sould have used to arocuse their interest., The Mexiocan
of to-day is noted for his appreciation of music and the roving bands of
musicians which are seen throughout that country are the delight of the
American tourist, Fray Pedro is respconsible in no small measure for thet ine
bred love of music end he deserves some credit too for the instrumental bauls,
for he was the first Bandmester in North Auweries. He taught instrumental as
well as vooal rusic end often when no organ was available for ohurch servioss
s band of Indian flute-players was substituted and helped to maks the sor-
vices more imprsaslvo.z? It was customery to have those bands acoompany the
native preachers on their weekly trips and those who were not ourious snough
to some to hear the preachers, would at least easemble to listen to the bands,
The boys were not given instruction in the use of the instruments
until they had been tsught to copy mmsical manusoript. They spenmt many months
drawing even lines, meking clear notes, and oopylng music before Fray Pedro

introduced them to the art of "ecclesiestical uong."ze

Very beautiful copies
of the paslter are said to bave been made in thias school, So far as is known
however,none of them are in existence to~day, but ooples dating from the aix.
teonth ocentury may still be seen in Mexico, and it is an accepted faot that
the work was introduced into the New World by Pedre de Ganeo.zg The musioal
manuscoripts which the boys copied were used in the ohurches, se that in
sddition to learning to oopy musioc the pupils also supplied the choirs with
sheet music, VWhen these boys had mastered the plain and figured chant they

wore gont out to the ohuroches and clispels to teach the eongﬂgat.!.ona. Boys and

27, Banoroft, History of Mexieco, II, p.171.
28, SPOJ. Ly __E!Git.’ puﬁﬁ.
20- Ib’-d.
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girls and older Indians thus learned much of the Christisn ritual and
doctrire by singing, and the melodies and words were long retained in their
memories. Thelr work was so effectivs thal the smallest villagss had singers
who could asslstat Mass and Vespers by chanting, and musicians who oould play
gome zusics) instruments,

Fray edro taught his pupils how to make musiocal instruments as vell
as how to play them, for the Indians had no stringed lnstrumente before ihe
conquest.sl The first organ that was constructed in America was bullt under
Pedro's supervigion, in 1527, Within {iity years of the Conguest, flubes,
flageolets, Alpine horns, guitars played with a bow, cornets, bagsoons,
trombones, and the kettle-drum were popular in Mexico. In reading of the
presence of thoge instruwents in New Spain we are likely to essume that they
ware imported from Burope, but authorities tell us they were mede by the
natives, and ths work wss superviged by their Spanish teachers, In‘ 1574 what
might be called a census was takenm in Mexico City, which showed among other
things, that there were workmwsn's guilds established there., The instrument-
makers had a apeoial guild and many of the members were Indiana who became
extremely skillful at their trade, 2

The organ wes used for church services while the rebec, guitar, harp,
and monochord wore the instruments most commonly used for entertainment,

The organs in the churches were vlayed by students from Fedre's school. A few
years after mastoring musio, the Indians bezen to commose Christmas Carols,

hymms, masses, and other works whioch showsd that they vossessed creative
30. Speil, loc. cit.

3l. Flesnor Eag&m, Latin Anerisan Misic Past and Prosent (The Fine Arts Press,
Santa Ana, Californmla, 1934), Pe22

32, H&glﬂ, 22@ 9_1.:7.‘. 9‘25.
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ability. Vhen the twelve Spanish Franciscans soattered about the valley of
Kexico, they established churches and of course they wanted choirs and orgen-
ists for them. These demands had to be met by the pupils from Fray Pedro's
sohool and he saw to it that sufficient numbers were trainmed to meet ail
requeats.m

AMter working with the childrea for a time Fray redro deeidsd to ca-
tond hls instructions to the adults. ile had noted the groeat lovs for music
whioh the natives possessed so he made music his medium of approach. He
gathered the nen and women into the patio and had them resite hymms. I scon
roeslized that they not only did not undergtand what they were saying but that
they were aol oven interested. However, he refused to becoms discouraged,
Instead he composed s hymn conteining the polints of dootrine whish he had bsen
trying to impress upon his sudience and with the aid of some oi’ the older
children, he translated it imto Asbtec, His next step was to set the words to
a pleagsant tune whioh, when he presented it to his pupils, proved very
attractive end popular, and in a short time these adults had mastered the
articles of faith which the hymn c:zrm:xt:aizaezl,..'34 He knew that these primitive
people were still children mentally, and that if he were to hold their
interest, he would have to vary his epproach. But he was equal to the task
and adopted their oustom of singing end dancing and assooiated music and the

i

dence with religion.

83. Spell, lse. oit.,0. 374=377
34, Banoroft, Higbory of Mexieo, IT, ».174,
36, Braden, 31’_._3&«-’ pm‘ta
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CHAPTER V
MEXICO

¥hile Gante was bbaehing in Tesoooc other Franoiscans were developing
a famous oenter of missionary and educational activity in Mexioco City. The
"fwelve Apostles,” led by Father Mart{n had arrived in the ospital in 1524
and were wslcomed by Gaube and the oilvilised population, In 1527 at the
request of Father Martin, Fray Pedro moved the ocerter of his activities from
Tescoco, across the lake to Mexioco City, the capital and eenter of all Spanish
activitios, Hers the Franoiscan convent of the Holy Ghost had slready been
established by Father Martin, but it is safe to say that Pedro as a member of
the Order had frequently visited his brethren, the Spanish Franoiscans,
Presumably his work st Tesooco and his knowledge of languages wore the reasoms
for hig mew appointment for very soon Fray Pedro ereoted sshools adjoining
the convent. Some ssy he founded San Juan de Letran, others, the Gran Escusla
of Smn l“x»am-.mwa..1 Perhaps the resson for the confusion is that the
position of these buildings is not clearly understood.

The Franoiscansg had recelived a plot of ground in the oity of Mexico
and on 1t they developed what might be tormed a Fransiscen center., The site,
now in the heart of Mexico Clity, was at that early date on the outskirts of
the group of new bulldings put up by the Spaniards saround the Plasa. Hore,
as olgewhers, the friars followed a dofinite building plan. The chursh
oxtended from cast to west, and to the north of, and forming a square with it,

was the school and its dormitories., Between the church and school was &
1, Valletts, 22_023'2_0. p+631.
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large patio'z As the needs of the friars inoreased, other buildings were
erected to complete the square, end each duilding was given e name. San
Juan do letran and Sen Fransisco were both parts of the Franoiscan Center,
The nane San Juan de Letran in the early days was applied to an infant
orphansgo whioh later was used as a hogpital for Indian boeys. Fray Pedro
had founded both the orphanage and the mpam.s later, apparently, this
building or & newer one going under the name of the Colegio of Sen Juan de
utrén vas used to house the foundlings of the oity, for the Vicerocy Mendoza
oconfiscated this bullding of the Franclscans for that purpose in 1547, At
the tims, he promised to give them another building to whieh they could
transfor their hospital and school, but this promise was never fulﬁllod.‘
In 1553 San Juan de Letran became a oollege and sort of mormal sohool
for tho mestigos, At that time it was under the control of the Viceroy, seo
Vallstte 1a correct in saying Fray Pedro d4id not found this College of San
Juan do Letran.. He oredits Pedre with founding « pospital and of supporting
it for many years. The point he fails to make olear is that the hospital was
Sen Juan de Letram, that the building was the same which had been confiscated
by the Viceroy,® and thet the inmates were slways under the care of the
Fuhoiaom. Under these circumstances it is no great presumption to say that
Gante aided at lesst and probably directed the effairs of this denevolent

ingtitution during many of the years of its existence.

2 Ieazbalosta, "Bducation in the City of Mexieo, in the Sixteenth Cembury,"
Pe 102,

3 Allegre, op.oit., I, p.181,

4 Ioazbaloets, '"Education in Mexico,” p.li2.

5 Vallette, 22001*0. p.Gﬁl.

6 Iocasbaloeta, 'hducation in Mexiocol p.
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While the orphans oocupied part of his attentiom in 1627, progross was
peing made by Gante in the school of San Mmiueo for which hs becams justly
famous. This school in lexieo was couducted in the same manner as the one at
pezeoco had been and the oourse of studies was just as varied, In a letter
of June 1529, mentioned above he desoribed his work thusi-

vesefi® are divided into nins convents living in
the houses that the natives made for us, separated
from one ancther by seven, tem, or sven fifty
leagues, Thus we work for the conversion of these
pagans each one according to his foroe and aspirit,

My work is %o preach and teach day and night,
During the day I teach reading, writing end einging;
at night I teach Christian Doetrine and preach,
As the country is very large, populated by an
infinite number of pegans, and as the Friars who
preach are few, to teach such s multitude we gather
together in our houses the sons of the principal
lords to teach them the Catholie faith which they
afterwards teach their fathers, These boys learn
to read, write, sing, preach and take part in the
divine offios, I have under my charge in the oity
of Mexico five hundred or more, As this is the
ocapital of the country I have selected one hundred
and fifty of the more promisging and each wesk I
teash them apart what they have to do to preach the
following Sundsy whioh is not light work for me,
I am engaged in thls work day and night, writing and
arranging their sermons, On Sundays the boys go¢ out
to presch in the city and the whole neighborhood
within four, eight, ten, twenty and thirty leagues
announoing the Catholic faith and by their teaching
preparing the pagans tc receive Baptisn., We go
around with them, destroying idols end temples in
one seotion while they do the game in another, and
erecting temples to the true Godl

Thus in those ocsupations we spend out time doing
21l manner of work day and night, that these pspan
people come to the knowledge and faith of Jesus
Christ. X, by the mercy of God, and for His honor
and glory in this provinoce of Mexioo where I live,
which ig another Rome, by my industry and with the
divine help have erected more than ome hundred houses
congesrated to the lord; Churches and chapels. Every
time I go out to preach I havs all I ean do,
destroying idols and building ohurches to the true



God 4.., pray to God for me that hearing your
prayers, He may snlighten me eo that 1 may know
.what I have to do, and do it and persevere in
His service and will, to tho end ....7

The Spaniards have been severely oriticlzed and condemned for destroy-
ing the idols of the natives, but their orities do not seem to realise that
it was their religious seal thet prampted the Spaniards to act as they did.
The Catholic Religion was a part of them. Harrsssed as they had been for
centuries by the Moors,they intendsd toc end the peagan practices in New Spain
as quickly as poseible. The Spaniards believed in one true God. To them
idolatry was a sinful practioe very diapleasing to God, and in crder to make
the Indiens understend this it was necessary to employ drastic measures.

This sort of destruction was rampant in Europe even after the time of Gante
in Mexiso. Catholis churohss have been repeatedly disfigured end burnt, im-
eges and windows broken, in every country of Burope. So why condemn the
Spanish alone?

One writer feels that "this destruotion is compensated by the full '
initiation of the indigenous family in Christendom, by the abolition of the
bloody superstitions by having put them into the road that was to eonduct
them to solidarity with the world of civiligation ... those men were no
archaeologists, they were apostles; they deemed necessary what they did;
their purpose was superior to the value of the monumente how valueble soever
we may suppose them; the loss was irreparable, the gain was S.moanurablm“a

The nativoa loved Fray Pedro and undoubtedly when they saw him
destroying their idols, they must have been impressed., They evidently did not
resent his actions, for hmi they desired, they could very easily have stopped
7 Griffin, o s0it.,pp 6-10

8 Mexico Its "'Tal Evolution, Edited by Justus Sierra, translated inte English
vy T ST WESMWG-J,B“;““ & C0,1800) I,p.02




pim. He wee only one unarmed foreigner amemg them. But they looked upon
pim as their friend and felt he was trying to help them. Apparently they
gere willing to have him destroy anything that displeesed him,

The idea that the natives feared to oppose the Spanierds has been
edvanced by some historiens but Bancroft attributes the success of ths polloy
followed by the friars not so mch to fear of opposing the Spaniards as to
the fact that the natives felt "that Lhe religion of men so superior in
prowess and intelligence must contain some virtue, semething superlor to
their awn.”9

The practice of sending native boys among their peopls to preach
Catholic doctrins pleased Father Mertin., ¥When he and the other Spenish
Franciscans arrived in 1524, the Bunings taught them the Aztec tongue. Ilater
Father Martin divided the group into four bands whom he sent in different
directions around Mexico City to preash toc the inhabliitants. Tach group was
sccompanied by en Indlan boy selected most frequently from Frey Pedro's
school, who sssicted the friers in instructing the natives. The plan was aso
practical thet it was followed for more than two centuries after the mammer
of thess native sseistants who had boen trained in Pedro de Gente's aohool.lo

This aystem when we reflect upon the conditions prevailing in the land
of the Astecs a short fifteen years bofore 1s remarkable. Indian boys were
trained in leadership, and were inspired with sufficient missionery zeal to
enable them to faoe their pagan ssscciatez and presch to them of the true
God, Certainly Frey Pedro must have possessed many sterling qualities himgelf

to be able to animate those boys sufficlently to induce them to give up their

S+ Baneroft, Hexieco II, p.181.
10033““3 22-22-_2&: p.156o




evenings to learning what he had to teach them and them to spend thelr
Sundays golng about preaching, often to hostile groups. In his letter to
Philip II 4n 1553, Fray Pedro again related how im the eerly days the boys
were gathored together from Mexioo and the surrounding territory, a ssloot
group of sons of the Indian nobles. IHo explains that they were kept dey and
aight in the school house of the Franoisoans and wers not allowed to ge back
to their parents - were even kept from talking to them so that they might
forget their psgan idol mﬂhip.n

The extraordinary sucoess of Frey Pedre in his work is almost unex-
plainable, but when we reflset upon his kindness of heart, his many bensvo-
lent acts, his self-saorifioing oomduct and his exemplary life, added te his
apostollc zeal and his unlimited patience, we are getting olose to the anawer,
in less then a year he wae instructing over five hundred ehildrem and the
first building provided was too small for his needs. He felt more would be
acocomplished if the boys could remin at the oconvent at night for he realised
his instructions were not golng to be very effective if the children were per-
nitbed to return to their homes daily and participate in pazan ceremonies.

He went about making his needs kmown to the Spaniards end finally roused them
sufficiently to have them start work on a new structure,

The Indians were interested in ‘the projeoct, Thay were careful obser
vers and excellent imitators and were very anxfous to help Fray Pedro. After
they hed waltched the methods of procedure for a few days the older boys wure
peraitted by the frisrs to eseist in the construction of the building. They

worked so f‘aithﬁzl]g that the school was ready for uge in a very short time.
11, Ioagbaleceta, Codige Franclscano, 7.220,
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Thin was the beginning of their educction in mennel training, for Fray Pedro
poted their ability in thls field and mede use of it later. His Flemish
trait of industry wee being impressed upon others. When the building was
completed vany of the boys remained night and day and in addition to educating
them, it became neoessary for the friers to feed and olothe them, Until

1532 they reseived no assistance in this work end in order to earry om had

to depend upor the alms of the faithfu) which at times were not suffisient to
care for all the needs of the pupils in the school. In 15352 Fray Pedro
appealed to the Emperor for a regular grant or’ oorn to help support the
school,

At firat 1t was 2ifficult to induce the eaciques to send their own
sons for instruction., They were anxious to please Fray Pedro but they could
not understand the importance of educastion and obstinately refused to allow
their children to attend the school until the Spanish authorities were called
upon to force them to do so. This “was the first sttempt at sompulsory edu-
cation in the New Korld.'la Then, a5 now, there were those who evaded the
regulstion., It ie emusing to note that many of the escicues, not daring to
diascbey the lew ocpenly, sent the children of thelr servants instead of their
own sonz to achcol. later on these chiefs were so impressed by the sdvantages
gained by the youths that they begzed Fray Pedro to let thelr own ohildren te
attend his c:la.aaeu.“ An scocount has been given of the spsoial training

accorded the sons of the eeoiques and Pedro's resson for selecting them for

12 Banoroft, Hist of Mexioo, II, p.178,

13 Vallette, op.oit., p.mr, it is likely that the native children
of Tegzeooo were foreed to go to school,

14 Ibhid.
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preachers, and needlese to ssy he was delighted whan the objecting chlefs
rolented., It may be mentioned that "selling® the idea of eduestion to
natives of Mexico was no small achievenent,

411 instruction was necessarily oral at first for the ruplls wers
unabls to read and the teachers had no books, However, as Fray Pedro ad-
venoed in his study of the native tonzue the course of study in his school
wag enlarged, The membership imoreassd until at times one thousand boys
wers sgtembled for religiocus and secular eduoztion, Pedro saw to 1t that
these children were instrueted in reasding, writing, voeoal and instrumentsl
rusic, as woll as in Christian Dosotrine.

In 1527 Fray Pedro composed a book, in Aztec, which he called

Dootrina oristiana en lengua Nexlcana, This wms a cateohism which hs in-

tended should bs used im teaching the Christian religion to the natives. Bo
sent the work to Antwerp for publication and it was published in 1528}5
Having books printed in Europe, however, dld not prove entirely satiafnctory,
for the Buropeans did not understand Aztec and could not procf-read the wrg
This was one of the reasons why the missionaries did not wish to send monu-
soripts to Europe to be printed., Another raason probebly was the exponge and
the length of tims required for bocks to be treansported back end forth., The

story of how they solved this problem is part of the next chapter,

15. According to Vetancourt it was printed at Amberes, (Menologia, 256 de
Junic, Varones Illustres, No.5) Beristaln, Bibliolecs Hispano-Americano,
II, 17, puts the date of this publication as 1528, No copy of the book
has been found. Thie publiestion of Gante's had led some to etiribute to
him the Doctrine Breve of Zummarraga's which 1s reputedly the first book
printed In Aroriea (1658). The mere fact that no oopy of the book pube
lished by Gente remains, is no srgument that it never existed,

16 valla‘bt@. ga.g};t—" pt639I




CHAPTER VI
TRAINIRG OF GIRLS AND ADULT EDUCATION

After mach ponmiian and compulsion the Indians were induced to send
their sons to sohool, but to make them understand the importance of giving
their daughters religious instruction was quite another story. The realliza-
tion that only a part of the children were being trained apperently worried
that tireless worker, Fray Pedro, and he attempted to devise a plan whereby
the mative girls oould be teught Christian deotrine. He made arrangements
for them to assemble in the patio between the ehurch and school and asssligned
some of the older boys to instruot them in the Cateschimm,

Before the Conquest some of the daughters of the chief's and nobles had
been trained in the temple sohools. There they were glven instruction in the
oare of the temple and in domestio duties but no attempt was mede in these
institutions to teach any sudject that would further the develornment of their
intelligence, In addition to the temple schocl there was the Culcoyan, a s
school for girl-singers and dancers which was nothing more than an official

house of prostitwbion.l‘

As this was the only schcol open to the daughters
of the common people it had been oustomary for them to keep their girls in
geclugion and what training they received was given in their own howes and
wag limited to & very slementary knowledge of the domastic arts. The center
where Fray Pedro attempted to assemble the native girls was in the Spanish
seotion of the oity and that was one reason the parents gave for refusing to

send their daughters. Bub as always, Fray Pedro was persistent, After a

1. Ioazbaloets, "Education in the City of Mexieo in theSixteenth Century."p.99
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time a fow girls came to the patio and gradually the number increased.

At first the only instruction given was in Christian Doctrine, but
Bishop Zumdrraga felt this was not enough and at his suggestion the Colegio
de Tescoco was founded in 1622 by the Frmhom.z ¥ihile it was oalled a
College it resembled what in later years in this country was termed an
academy. The girls were placed under ths care of Spanish utrm.a The
Bishop sent word to Spain of his need for teachers for the native girls and
in answer to his ples, Spanish laywomen were gent from the homeland., Shortly
after they arrived in Few Spain however, they sither were married or were
hired by the Spaniards to instrugt their childream. The only prastical plan
seomsd to be to place the girls under the oare of nuns, so steps were taken
to get religious orders of women to come to Mexiso.

In 1525, there had been established in Mexiso City, what Engelhardt
terms the first comvent of womsn in the New 'ﬂ'orld..‘ In that year Ferdinand
de Sylva, Count of Centifonto, set apart a house in JNexieo City for a group
of ladies who desired ¢0 retire from the world. There they accepted and
vrofessed the rule of the Third Order of St. Franeis. This same nobleman
erected another building whiech he gave to these Sisters to be used uA a
school for the education of young hdi“.s

In 1630 a group of Peor Clares and « number of the Sisters of the

Third Order Regular acoompenied the wifs of Cortes from Salamanca to New

2. Braden, op.oit., p.1651; C'Gorman, op.ocit., p.260.

3. v-.ll.‘&'b‘;go Oﬁitcg P.638. ' R

4, Engelhardt, "The Earliest Books in the New World," p.l4.
5. Ivid,




50

Szgain,a for the express purpeose of teaching the daughters of the natives.
Part of the instructions issued to the SecondAudiencia and dated Julyl2,1530,
stated that "the nuns sent to teach native girls should be protected and
favored both by the Audlencia and the hishop."7 Ancther part of the same
order gsald "that all women, natives and Spanish, should know how to spin and
weavo.“s

In a letter whioh Bishop Zm’rraga sent to the Francisoan general st
Toulouse dsted June 12, 1531, he said in pert:

For the maintenance and teaching of the girls her
Serens Highnoss Empress lsabel sent from Spaln six
honorable women, judicious and prudent, and commanded
by her decress that a house be erected so large and
complete that the same women living retired with the
protection and favor of the bishop will be able to
keep 1000 maids and teach them to live righteously
and thus in e most admirable manner the Indians are
sonverted to the Catholioc faith. The maids learn the
first rudiments of the felth from (theee) honorable
wopen and the Indians from the religious men.
Afterwards these Indian youths of both sexes teach
their pagan parents what they have learned,?

From extant letters and cedulas of the period it is evident that
some provision was made for the education of girls, In gpite of the avsil-
able evidence there are writers of the history of educstlion who are not so
convinced of this faoct, One of these authors asserts that the firast nuns
came from Spain in 1540 and that they were in Mexice City for thirty years

before they established a seoond convent and that "it was not until 1754 that

10
a congregation was formed for the definite work of teaching."
6. Engelhardt, Catholie elopedia, VI, p.299.
7. Banoroft, History of 60, 11, p.524.
8. Ibid.

9. 0TGorman, “Franoiscans in Mexico in the Sixteenth Century," in American
Eocclesiastical Review, LXXXI September 1929. pp.244~270. pp. 256-257.
10 W.Xane,5.J. An Essay Toward a History of Education (Loyola University

Preas, Chicago, Pe . '
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While schools for girls may not have flourished in the early deys an
attempt was made as early as 1525 to sducate them and much of the credit for
establishing those early schools should go to Pedro de Gante. Alegre seys
rthat after ho catechized and baptiged more than a million of Indians with his
own hand and destroyed more than ten million idols he began to educate the
Indian boys and girls for whom he founded distant colleges, which he himself
governed with admirable prudence and utility until 1572, the year of his
death."11

Two of the schools whioh Gante founded, the Coleglo de Ninas (1547)
and San Jusn de Letrdn, were famous institutions in Mexico City and both
continued thelr work until the middle of the ninetcenth cemtury. The first
one, as its name tells, was a school for girls. As for San Juan de Letrdn,
we know girls were in sttendance there for aftor the Vicercy confiscated the
building, the supervision of the girls was assigned to the oidor Tajodn.lz
Since their supervision was definitely assigned to the olider, there rust have
beon girls to supervise. Again, Alegre in explaining why the Jesults did not
take charge of San Juan de Letrén when the Archbighop Don Pedro Moys de
Contreras offered it to them in 1581, says that Father Plaza, the provincial
of the Josult Provinee of New Spein, oslled a consultation with the other
members of the Province and decided against teking over the college for ceversl
reasons: they would have to take oharge of the hospital also, and this they

could not do, and then there were girls to be taught, end thils was against the

11, Alegre, op.oit., p.180,
12. Alton, opeoits, Ps+106.
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13
suston of the Cempany.

0f course the first schools establiszhed for girls d4id not offer an
extensive sducation., Some of the pupils learned to read but for the most
part their lnowledge did not go much beyond that of the Catechism and domestlis
duties. They wers trained in politensss, the Christian virtuss and the
gsocial dutiea of their particular state in life, which for most of tham

i4
amounted to training in the domestic arts, sewing, and tilling of the s0il,
There was no reason for the women to study what the men studied. The duties
of the Indian woman centered round the home and a knowledge of how to perform
those dutlies well, was all she was expected to lmow,.

One reason for our lack of appreclation for what was done in the wey
of education in Hexico in the sixteenth century, is that we judge it by
twentisth century standards. Ve may critioclsze those sarly Mexican schools
but when wo do it 1s well for us to remember that thore was no general
education for womsn in the English colonies until after the American Revolu-
tion., The town schools established in the colonies were, for the most pert,
for the aducation of boys. The fow that did permit girls to attend offered
them 2 very limited eurriml\m.ls What is more, the schools in the Fnglish
colonies were not free schools, which would indicate that the children of the
poorer colonists were net admitted. There was no provision mede for the
training of Indians in the northern colonies.
15.A1egre, 9p.oit., I, p.181, Bustemante, editor of Alegre's work states in

a footnote that this collsge exists to-day (1841) under the direction of
Dr, D. Josd Umrias Iturralde, up and doing in education; Icazbalosta,
"Education in the City of Mexiso in the Sixteenth Century," p.113, says it
closed its doors about the middle of the nineteenth sentury.
14,Icazbalcets, "RBducet ion in the City of Mexico in the Sixteenth Century,BI02
15.Robert F. Seybolt, Souros Studies in Ameriocan Colonail Education. Bulletin

No, 28, Bureau of Educstional Nesoarch College of Rduoation niversity of
Illinois, Urbana, 1925)‘ p-SQ.
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Education in Europe in the sixteenth century was given only to the
women of the noble and weealthy families; to those in other words, who could
employ private tutors. Yet in Mexico, we find Fray Pedro and the mission-
aries sttempting to establish free public sehools for the girls as well as
the boys of the poorer classes of the indigenes. This was certalrly e
progreasive move, Too progressive to be thoroughly appreciated even to-day.

This hard working lay brother was not satisfied with establishing
schools for the chilédren. From hils eu‘lioaé days among them ho had ths men
assexble in the patio of the convent before going to work mornings and there
he gave them instruction in Christien doctrine. later he had buildings
erected adjoining the boys' sechool where the grown-ups could obtain imetruce
tion, These develcped into the schools of fine arts end orafts and trade
nohools.m

The work done by the pupils in the art school, such as painting
pictures, wood-ocarving, embroidery, feather-work, and weaving, was used to
decorate the churches and chapels throughout the valley of Mexico., In
addition to giving instruotion in the sbove-mentioned arts, Pedro trained his
pupils to make ornamental work in stone.l’ Elaborate stome-work wes dome in

"Ghent in Pedro's tims and the knowledge which he undoubtedly acquired ss a
youth, he unselfishly passed on to his eager pupils in New Spain, In the
trade schools the edults and older boys were given instruction in all the
trades. As s result there were to be found in Mexioo City, netives who were

expert plumbers, oarpenters, tallors, shosmakers, blacksmiths, and painbe%?.

18, lNsundieta, %‘Qitb’ p.6090.

17. Arthur Helps, Ihe sgm %?_xgut in Americe (4 vols. John V. Parker &
Son, Londen, 1502) s Pellba

18, Wendieta, 2202120 p«£09,
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These Indians were apt pupill. There were only two grades which they could
pot acquire, oms was that of glass-blowing, the other that of the upotheoar;:?
After o time this training had a benelficial effect for the whele commmnity
penefited by the knowledge these craftsmen obtained.

Fray Pedro supervised the work in the classes and not ouly saw that
the natives mastored the tasks essigned but also instilled in them a love for
their work, The tradesmen trained in Pedro's sohool built the ohwrohes,
ochapels and schocla for the missiocnaries in the surrounding country and thus
justified, in his eyes, the establishment of that type of school., There were
those who felt it was e waste of time to give the Indians any sort of
training and whsn Fray Pedro wes able to point to the many besutiful build-
ings which his pupils erectsd for Divine Services and the exquisite work
they did at no cost te the Spaniards, he knew his labors were worth while.
His only purpose in all of his undertakings was to glorify God and to help
the Indians save their immortal souls., He went on the Chriastian principle
that work 1s good for the soul and by his example made the natives understand
that the true Chriastian does not spend his time in idleness. It had been the
custom of the pagan Astecs to offer tributes to thelr gods by building
temples, carving idols, and erecting altars to them, so Pedro gave the
.Christian Indians opportunities to pay homage to the true God end thus through
the study of human arts aborigines were led to understand those things which
were spiritual and moreover, the Indians found themselves surrounded by
buildings and edifices similar to those in Burope, which was no mmell

edusation in itsslf and tmdod £0 a moral uglif‘h.’ug‘

19 Bernal Dias, The True History of the conguut of New Spaln (translated by
Haurice Kaating London, . n.&
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Bishop-elect Zumarraga of Mexico, realiszed how necessary it was to
have books and to have them in lerge editions and so when he returned to
Spain in 1632 to be consecrated bishop, he managed to obtein a printing press
for liexico. Through hig efforts and with the approval of Viceroy lendoza,
the first press waa sent from Spain in 1536.2a It was procursd from Juan
Cromberger, & printer of Seville. Jusn Peblos wes gent $o Hexico to oporate
the press. Before leaving Spain he had to sgree "not to print any book
'without a license from the Bishop of lMexico nor to use the rame of Pables
on en imprint. All books must state {iliey were printed in the House of Jusn
crombergar."m Pecause of the lack of suffiocient paper and cther rewuisites
ne publications came from the press until 1539, The €irgt book published in

/ 2
America The Tocbrina Breve of Bishop Zumarraga was prints? by this prass.

The Bishop wae erxious tc have the Indieps lsarr the urinting trade
and hence Vexican spprentices were sssigned to Pablos, &nd his pressman (i1
Barbero, Undoubtedly, in a short time the nptives were taught by these
operators to make ink, tc ink the pads and to pull the lever of the yrsss.zs
Again the influence of Gante is noted. In his school, before the edvent of

tke printing press, the natives were taught to drew, print letters snd copy.

24
This training prepered the wey for the printing oress, The printing pross

in turn wms responsidble for & notable chezpening wnd rultiplying of books ang

previded a poverful incertive to lsarn tc resd., Thus the ipvention of the
25

printing press 3timu14+ed the growth of the elemsrtary school,

20. Lngelhar&t. 'The Esrliest Books in the New Vorld," p. 1l. gives the dete
a¢ 1036 or 1537, Priestley, op.cit., 167 states that the press was
brought in 1835,

D.C. lellarbic, The Golden Book (Pascel Sorviel, Chicago, 1927) pp.227-2S,
B6Y5 ++« "J0sé Torbio Medinm, the greatest authority'an Spanish Arericen
Printing, bellevss there was w prl iber at work in lLexioso {ity from 1538
to 18%2 - prior tc the arrival of FPgblosz~ and that his name wes Estaban
Mart{n. e adduoes counslderable evidense in support of this conteation
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21,

22,

23,
24,

26,

Btephen Henry Horgan, "A Technlozl Appreociastion of the First American
Printers,” in United States Historiocsl Soclety Momograph Series X.
p’h15-27, ?stn
John Clyde Cswald, A History of Printing (D. Appletom & (o., Hew York,
1928), fives all the cmaﬁ Tor ﬁﬁruu:ucing printing into the Testern
Hemisphers to John Kromberger. Apparently he never heard of Zumirrags
or Mendoga for no rention is wede of them,

Isalah Thomas, The History of Printins in Amorice (2 vols., Woreester,
¥ass., 1210) 1,77 107 soys "ihe art of prinbiig was Lirst introduced
into Spanish America as nearly as can be ascsrtained at the olose of
the sixteenth century.®

Juan Zum@rraga, The Dootrins Breve. In facsinile in United States
Catholic Mistorical Socloty Moneiraph Ceries L.
Forian,0p.0ites Detle

Dr. Emilio Valton, lmprosos liexiocanos del Siglo XVI. (Mexico, Imprenmta
Universitaria, 19367, pes -

Edward L. Reisner. The Bvolution of the Common School. (The Macmillan
Co., New York, 19307 n.22




CHAPTER VII

A SYSTEM OF PRIMARY EDUCATION AND THE BEGINNIKG
OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

Just what did Fray Pedro secomplish in the field of Education? He
is reocognized to-day as the father of education in lim:icol and it is Juat
possible that he mey eventually receive the oredit due him for his progressiw
idess in our histories of Bducation. In summimg up his work we muy say that
he was motivited by Christian Charity. He realized the great need for
tesohars in this new land and devoted the last fifty years of his 1ife to
teaching the sborigines, This was anything but a simple task, When he first
went among them, none of the natives of Mexico could read or write and their
language possessed no slphabet, 8o his first problem was to learn their
dislect and then reduce 1t to some form of witing.z

What methods did he employ? Checking back we find that he believed
in visual eduoation, for ane of the first methods he developed was 2 system
of pioturs writing by means of which he was able to instruot the sons of the
cacigues., He cbjectified the chief nysteries of the Catholie Faith in
pletures painted on canvas, simller to the murel piotures in use to-day.
These were hung on the walls and with a long rod he pointed out the pieoture
11lustrating the dootrine being explained,$

Very soon in his work among them, Pedro realized the necessity of
koeping the children away from the pagan influences of their own homes as

. m.bg& : ,n;:&.nnq speaking of this ides of Pedro's says that

2. Vallette, 22;6115.’ P.633,
3. Icasbaloeta, "Educetion in the City of Mexico in Sixteenth Century," p.103
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the friar should be given credit for discovering the most satisfactory and
surest way to iastruct an aboriginal m10.4 while Zabre, an advooate of
the nativistic poliey of the present lMexlocan government, intimates that this
method wes too amrms At any rate Pedro built dormitories and made it
possible for the children to remain 2t the convent night and day and Zabre
admits that the young people did, later on, voluntarily join Pedrot's achoal.e

The school was built behind the church and consisted of low halls
with dormitories and other rooms adjoining. The building could and oftem
did aocommodate one thousand boys who were housed and fed by the misaion-
a.rios.7 Ivery room was in chargs of & prefect, who was usually an elderly
Indien. 1t was the duty of the prefeet "to hold the boys tc their duties."
The whole building was supervised by a frisr, who saw that everything was
sorved justly, and that food and oclothing sent by parents or friends reached
the pupils for whom they were Md-e

A voery definite prograr:. was followed each day. The morning was given
over to study of reading, writing, and ainging and the afterhcon was spent
in religious instrustion, In addition to their prayers and the Catechisn
the boys were taught the significanoe of the oceremonies of the Church and a
love for the divine worship was instilled in their hurtl.g It was from
these groups that Freay Pedro selected £ifty of the more advaneced and intelli-
gent pupils for speoial training as eateehhtl.m

There is not an abundance of material svailable on the system of

Eggn-tuining used by Gante, but we do know that at times he had as many es

oY s «01t., Pelits
5. Alfenso Tsjn Zabre, Guide to the History of Mexico (Mexice, 1935) p.l156,

6. Ibid, .
7. ¥olley, op.cit., p.82 gquoted from Icazbeloets, Bibliografis Mexicana del
31510 g}__‘ pp-3 738,
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one thousand boys im his school and that he d1d train the brighter ones to
instruet the slower groups. He also permitted the ohildrem to aild in
instructing the adults. This plan mst have been successful for it was em-
ployed in all the early sohools established by the friars. There were so
few Buropoan teachers and so menmy pupils that it weas absolutely necessary
40 follow Fray Pedro's mathod.n

Gonte, like the sixtesnth century Spaniards, was convinced that "the
educational process oencernod not a part of a man but the whole of him; if
he d81d not roach his heart as well as his mind, it was not edueation at
a:ﬁ.l."n Fray Pedro nover lost sight of the fact that his main purpose vmas
to Christianize the Indian, and that to give instruction in temporal things
was only & secondary matter. It was necessary too, for him te ecnsider the
mentality of his pupils for 1t was cbvious that he could not immediately
moks scholars out of these saveges, He realizsd that they should be given
only what they could abaor’b.ls The task Fray Pedro attempted wes so very
a3 frioult bacause the means wsre entirely disproportionate to the ends.
Instead of only having to sducsate pupils as they arrived sucoessively at the
proper age, as ® do to-dey, Gante had to care for adults as well, who were
in need of religious and civil instruction from the very foundations and who

14
wore not gven familisr with the language of their tescher,
8 (eontimued from p.58) Engelhardt, "The Farliest Books in the New World,"

. 18, .
9 %oonthmed from pi58) Ibid.

10( " u p.Bd) @ums. gﬂ‘g}iil pP»160,
11 Kelley, _0%62}&0 251

12 Ibid., p.8O,

13 T8I,

14 Toarbaloeta, quoted in Kelley, op.cit., p.82.



This pionser teacher was conscious of individual differences among
his pupils and olassified them acoording to mental atandards and attaimments.
He roalized the uselessness of foreing higher education upon these who In
the primary work demonstrated their inability to advanoes further. Conse-
quantly a type of work which this slower group oould master was provided for
tham.ls Nor 4id he give the same type of training to the poorer alasgses
g8 to ths sons of the oaciques. In making a distinotion his motive was not
to emphasize olags differensces, But among the Indiansg there wore definits
slass distinctions and Fray Pedro realized that the sons of the poorer
neople would never be ealled upen to rule or help in the govermment of the
commmnity and that they would have to earn thelr daily bdread, so he sttemptoed
to train esch one in ths field for which hs seemsd to show a preference.
To~day im educational circles, we hear a great dealsbout individual
differsnces end the necessity for providing for the slower groups, and the
educators who advanoce theses ideas are considered very modern and extremsly
progressive. Never at any time though is any mention mmde of the Flmﬁuh
lay brother whe put those theories into practice in Mexioo four centuries ago.
Cubberley in his History of Education says that we owe to Frederiek
Froebel (1782-1852) three sdditions to elememtary education, the kindergarten,
the play idea, and handwork mhs.vit:s.ea.m He goes on to say that Froebel's
idea in his plan for introduoing manual training was not to tesach a boy e
trade but to cffer a form of educational expression for the purpcse of
developing creative power within the child.n Fray Pedro taught handwork in

his school two hundred and flfty years before Froebel was born. If the

15 Icazbaloeta "Education in the City of Nexico in the Sixteenth Century“p.l04
18 Ellwood Cubberley, The Hiatcg of Bdusation (Houghton Mifflin Co.
Gmbridg‘. Naszs., lm Pe . *
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objoetion is made that Fedro's motivs in teaching handwork 4ié not coinclde
with the motives of the Moderns, at least Cubberley's defimition of a Voca~-
tional School seems to indicste that Cante d1d have the first Vecatiomal
Sohool in Amerlen. Speaking of wvocetionel efucebion Cubberley seys "To-day
yo ve longer use the term vooetional educetion in this rather gencral sense,
(thet 1s in referring to the training for the wverious vocations) tut restrict
1te use to the specifio trsining of individuals for scme useful employment .l"8
frain individuels for useful employment was exactly what Pedro did in his
gchoocl of Arte and Crafte, in fzet that was hig rotive in founding the schodl.
During the eoustruotion of the first school building he noticed that
the natives were interested in the work beinz dome and that when the older
toys were pormitted to help they displayed rerked ability. He mede a mental
note of this and as eoon as possible he oremed his Trade Sshool whore those
rot fitted for advanced siudy were taught a trede. Many of the nativeaz dis-

played groet talent in the fine arbs,m

so Fray Pedro mede & speecial effort
to get a school of Arte and Crefte established, wherein individual diffcrences
wore attended to.

The Spanlards loved and apureciated beauty in any form but were
ezpecially fond of painting and soulpturs, They felt that the work of the
artist wvas Jjust as necesssry in bullding a great city as that of the engin-
sor. Consoquently artists wore brought %o New Spain in the very early dmz?
While Cortés was still fighting for control of the new land, art treasures
were sent as gifts to Mexloco from the reigning house in Spain. As time went

on, works of greater value were sent to the coloniss to help the padres in

18 Cubberley, op.oit. p.806.
19 Kane, op.cif.,p.525; Aiten, tog_.e&.t. p.108,
20 ¥ary Gorden Holway, Art of UId ¥World in New Spain snd the Nission Deys
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in their work of oivilising the natives., These art treasures exerted a
strong influenoe upon the sharacter of the Indim.m When Fray Pedro was
ready to begin his art classes, there were Spanish artists in Mexico in
ready avail as teachers. Rodrigo de Cifuentos, one of the Spanish painters
of the era, was a tescher in Fray Pedro's sohoolﬁzz

The chapel of San José was the first Art Sohool in the New Yorld.

It was in that bullding that Fedro assembled those intereated in art and
began their artistio training. At the start, masterplieces from Spain and
Flanders were used as models and the natives becams expert at reproducing
thm.zs At the same time they were developing a style and a teclmique
peculiarly their owm. Thelir Spenish teachers were so guccessful in develop-
ing the artistic talent of the Mexicans that during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries the Spanish-American artists oompared quite favorably
with those of Eurep-.%

Painting was not the only art taught at SanJose, The neophytes slse
learnod to carve altar sereens, cholr stalls and other acoessories for church
use., They mado insets of ivory and shell in the carvings s well as in the
paintings. The native art of feather work was also employed for church
deooration. The feather work was oombined with very fine embroidery to add
& touch of coler. In this first school in North Ameriea, instruotion in

masic, painting, and wood-carving was given to those not interested in latin

25

end Theol and the Trade School offered trai in , and other

20 (oon’fﬁnuei Trom DeBL) ALLA CBLILIOITLE LA+MeRO son.ognn ;rmi'saa,mﬁﬂ
Proface.

21 Holway, op.cit, p.b6

22 Ibid., p«4S.

23 m. ,?p.25-4r4.

24 m. 9232}&;; }?»5290

25 Holway, op.cit.
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trades to those of less artistic temperaments, while religious insgtruotion
and training in politeness were given to all gmpa.za In other words Fray
Pedro in his school combined instruction in the elementary and the higher
branches, the mechanical and the fine arts.’

While mish art work was produced in the early days, little of it has
come down to us because “the missionsries did not know how to mix the pige
ments to withstand the ochemical actioh upon color at the elevation of the
Hexican plateau and their work besides growing ashy with the passing of years
eventually becams valueless for either artistio or historiocal purposeo.“za
In & footnote Holwmy states that there is at the Hission Inn at Riverside
in California, a portion of a very old painting by an unknown artist, repre-
senting the school of Fray Pedro, but that the ocanvas is 80 worn that with
the exception of Gante the figures of the three padres are sosrcely disocern-

1b10.29 Cuevas has s reproduction of what mmst be a very beautiful per-

traiture of Fray Padro.so A fow minutes' study of the ploturc reveal some of
his traite. s is plotured as a manof medium height and slender duild
attirod in the Franeoisean habit, standing, apparently instrueting a group of
Inkiang, His fair csmplexion is very marked against the dark sking of the
natives. Hia whole attitude botokens kindness and patience. It is hard to
determine whether his hair is blond or white, but the high forshead, finely
moulded features, and large serious eyss indicate intelligenee, refinement
and sincerity. One doea not get the impression that he might have had a very
keen semse of humor but one'is ocertain that he would be very tolerant. The
wO i@li@f, Ou.ciﬁ-' ‘707§
7 Bdwerd G, Baum in in Amerioa, vol,I1l, The American Nation Series
{edited by A.B. s New York, 1504) p.308,
28 Holv A _0%;; i{aog 9.29‘

29 Ibid., p
30 cums’ _2’31{49; I. p.157.
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picture indicates that he possessed humility without apparent obsecuiousness
and & determination whioh aeculd develop into stubbornness.

Probably the most ocut-standing thing ebout the work done by Frey
Pedro was the fact that it was all done emong the indigenes-members of an
inferior rece, barbarians when he first went among them with no moral and
very little mentel development. The work started by him in 1523 grew until
before his death im 1572 some of the natives were receiving a university
oduoatign which was on & par with that given in the foremost universities of
Europt.al He had given the Indiens the Christian Religiom; had teught thmm
to read and had been instrumental ia providing books in the native tongue;
had developed their musical teste and their artistic sense; in feot had
devoted his life to tranmmitting Spanish oculture to them.

A system of primary education was establishad by Gante which spread
throughout New Spain, The thorough training received in the primery schools
led to a desire for higher eduoation and the establishment of seoondary
schools. The College of Santa Crus at Tlatelolco, opensed in 15656, was the
direct result of Gante's efforts to educate the natives. The brighter pupils
had received instruction in Letin in his primary sechool and whiic SONG among
the olergy objected to the Indians being taught any latin, others folt they
should be permitted to continue thelr studies in schools of higher learning.
Same felt too, that a native clerzy was the sureast way of keeping the Iudians
Christian and with the end in view of treining seminarians, the College of
Santa Cruz de Santiage de la Tlsteloloo wap openad inm 15636, It was net s

suecess as a Seminary and after 1540 it was devoted to developing an educated

31s Jemss Walsh, The Century of Coluwbus (Catholic Summer School Press, New
York, 1914), p.280,
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lalty among the natives,>® Eome of the most distinguished mem in the colony
wore members of the faculty of Sente Crus. Bernardino de Sahagin, the
founder of Anerican sathropolegy end Juan de Torquemada, the author of
Yonarqula Indisna were two of the first tsachers in this collczo.ss tUndar
such able professors native soholars were trained who later besame teachers,
not only in the college itself, but also in the mopasteries. The old friars
were s0 busy caring for the spiritual necds of the natives that the monastic
houses lscked tsaohers for the young religious. At this peried, the Indlans
were not allowed Lo receive the habit of the warious orders and as & rosult
these Indian professors becams the teachsrs of the Speniards and tho Creoles,
the conqursred taught the eonguerors - without arousing the least bit of
hatred or en'ry.a The therough training in primry and gecondary education
being given in lMexico led to a desire for a university and on Septembes 21,
1551, the imperial deaeres for the establishment of the University of Mexico
was issued, This deores deeclared the university to be established "for the
service of God and the publio welfere of our kingdom, and because we desire
to protect the inhabitants of our Indies from the darlmess of 1gnoranco."55
The solerm opening of the University of Mexioe took place on Januvary 25, 1553.
It was not necessary to send to Spain for professors to head this newly
founded lnstitution for there were many in Mexico who oould meet the
neceasury requirmntﬁ.% By the middle of the sixteenth certwry, New Spain
was eduoation-minded so to speak,
BZ. Francis Lorgia STECK, L. k. "Harly Wexico's indian Colleges 1586, in
The Commonweal, August 28, 1938, pr.i22-424, p.423.
35. merriman, op.cite, 111, p.663.
34. Icazbaloeta, "heucation in the City of Mexico in the Sixteenth Century"108

3. Nerridaan, cpeoldbe, Iil, p.654.
3d, leazhalosta, oDecit., p.ll6,
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The seed which Fedro had planted flourished, He hed trained the
geachers who later taught in the gchools; and the coraftesmen who bullt the
enurches and shapels loarned thelr trsds from him, Thus ho alded in the
material as well as the spiritual bullding of the Archdiccese of lexico. It
is wall kmown that scclesiastical organizatior followed in the weke of the
missionaries. After ths land the peoples had been civilized regular parishas
and dlocesos wors established and the missionary usmally pushed on into the
wilderness., Bul Uante though he remsined in ths orgeniged life of the church

always was tha misslonary at hesrt - Wissionary of Bducation and Religlon.




CHAPTER VIII
FRIZND ARD COUNSELOR OF THE FATIVES

The greet work in Eduoation accomplished by Pedro de Gante was only
s part of what he did in Hexioco City, and he himgelf would probably have
said, the lesst important part. He was always a defender of the Indiang and
they loved and trusted him implioitly., They looked upon him as their oldest
and most powerful friend among the white men und went to him with all of
their prohlm.l His extraordinary work did not go unnoticed by the Spaniscd
many of whom ceused him mach trouble, His labor was hampered by the bad
example of the Spenish sdventurers around the capital. Pedro protested
s0 vigorously against the abuses heaped upon the natives by these mem that in
the early days the Spaniards had little love for hin-z
FrayPedro was not only following the tenets of his great Chriastian

falth but also trylng to cearry out the orders of the Emperor, who by hig
Laws of 1523 and 1526 had shown that he wanted the Indlans to be treated
fairly.® Souls meant something to him, Those laws strictly forbade all mel-
treatment or enslaving of the natives and exhorted all colonial offioials to
ingist on their striot observance. Bul Mexioo was a long way from Spain and
unpopular decrees were not enforced.® In the orders semt to Cortés in 1523,
Charles warned the Conquerors

eeoto avoid violence and breach of faith; to

suppress human saorifice, but without oausing

unnecessary irritation; to educate the Indians

to Christianity, for a hundred won in this way

were worth more than e hundred thousand by
morm‘n. _02001‘&., p;m
2 Griffin, op.oit., pp.ll-12.

§ Yorginan, opeoit., III, p.660. o




foroe; to impose no heavier burdens than tg-
taxes which had been paid to the caciques.

In the ingtructions sent out in 1526, he denounced the greed and cruelty of
the colonists and ordered the olergy to asccompany the adventurers to every
new sottlement so that the natives would be teught that the Spanierds came
"to froe them and oonvert them to & milder faith, that they should be as
Charles' othor Christiasn -u‘bjwbc."e He showed in many ways that ho was
interested in the conversion and the humane treatment of the Indhm.?

Fray Podro realized how Charles V felt about the natives and he in-
sisted upon lew enforcement. Bishop-elect of Mexico, Juan Zumirraga, held e
title of Protector of the Indians .8 8o Gante proceeded to interest him in
their plight. After listening to Pedro's story, Zumirrega invited the
caciques to the convent in Mexleo. Fray Pedro acted as interpreter and ex~
plained to the chiefs how the Emperor wanted to protect them and their
liverty. He enoouraged them to make their complaintsg to the Bishop who, in
turn, would see that the Emperor punished the gullty Spaniards.

At this request of their friend, the ceoiques told thelr story and as
a result of the reports, Zumirrsgs began an inquest. This activity of the
Bishop and his assistant Pedro de Gante, angered the first Audiencia and s
controversy followsd, The Audiencia had been sent from Spain to protect the
natives as woll as to stop the quarreling among the Spaniards, but everyone
is eware that the infamous Gusmén, who was in oharge, looked after his own
interests and forpot his duties to the moror.g The reports sent by the
5 m:,ﬁ;‘)-?gs»% %3_1-_ ch.:-l;f a_;.(z vols, Maomillen & Co., Ltd.,

6 Ibid.
7 K¥on, op.oit.s pe33

8 Banoroft, mw of Yexioo, II, p.331.
9 Ibvid., IXI, p»
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friars to the home government were foraibly intercepted and Zumdrraga could
10
do nothing to help the natives, He did finally suoceed in getting a letter

smugsled through to Charles V.
The letter writtem August 27, 1529 contained the following informa-
tion. 7

sesthore came to me sesretly to make their eomplaints,
the lords of Huejotoeingo, who at the time were in
enocomienda to Don Enmnde Gertn. and they said that
they served Hernando Cortés as his mayordomos commanded
and gave the tribute which was agreed upon, but thet
for some time the President and auditors had cest

upon them another tribute in addition to this, 11

The chief ocause of the trouble between the Church and the Audiencia
was the practioe of the Audiencis of granting excessive license to brand and
enslave the Indians.'? The Audliensia resented the interferemce of Zumirraga .
It oontended that the suthority of Zumarraza as Protector of the Indians, was

subordinate to it

He wes told by the auditors that if he interfered with
their work he would be punished and they carried out their threat by refusing
to give any means of support to the Bishop or his olergy. The order was in
foroe for all of 1530, The Bishop retaliated in March 1530 by declaring the
Audiencia mmmimud.m

When word reached Charles V of these conditions he appointed a second
Audiencis to supersede the first and by a codula of Auvgust 2, 1530 he pro-
hibited slavery among the nmatives. Bishop Zumirraga was confirmed as protes-
tor of the Indians but his authoritx was to be subordinate to that of the
11 Arthur nalp";.‘?% Tpan cet

%ﬂt :’m Amorica (¥ vols. John W, Parker and
Son, london, 1 » Do

12 Alten, R‘ﬁ*’ P«20.
13 th,ﬁ,Oitt, II, p.108; E‘l?‘; gg_.cit.. I1I, PB4,

14 mrm’ t&z of Moﬂg II‘ p.283o
16 Amskwng, ﬂ o E.pl mipﬂ; _Eoﬁo
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Audionaia.le This seoond Audiencis had as one of the judges, Vasoo de
Quiroga who later becams the beloved Bishop of Michomoan,

Moanwhile Gante continued his work. He taught the natives to love
the faith and the Mass, and by his example he impressed upon them the neces-
sity of prayer. He constructed a small cell oloss to the shapel of San José
to whioh he retired daily, at certain hours, for prayer and meditation.
Those periods of prayerful solitude strengthensd him spiritually and enabled
him to continus his work of spreading the kingdom of Christ.17 One writer
says that "the whole spiritual and religious govermment of the natives of
Mexico and its surroundings depended principally on h&m,"la and ancther calls
him a "atar of the first magnitude in the ecclesiastioal and oivil history
of New Spain.“lg

He was only a lay brother, but he felt it his duty to prepare the
Mexicans for a worthy reeeption of all the sacramsnte. His neophytes were
trained to prepare their peoples for Baptism; them, when he felt they were
sufficlently instructed, Pedro sadministered the Sacrament, In his letter of
1529, mentionsd shove, he stated that "often we baptisze in ons day fourteen
thousand Indians, other times ten thousand, end often eight thtmaanﬂ.“m At
first reading, ons is inelined to think the numbers given are much too high
but because of the many natives to be baptized and the few ministers to
administer the saorament, the friars had shortened the etremcnioa.ZI Later
on the validity of such Baptisms was questioned and:

The friars belng unable to settls the question

submitted ¥ to the supreme pontiff, who by bull

of May 15, 1537, confirmed the baptisms so far
Iﬁ“ﬁEﬁE;EF?:"ﬁiato§¥ of Mexloo, 11, p.351,

. O

17 Yendleta, EE ss Pe .
18 O'Gorman, Speoites Pe253. ;g: gg:;:"?ﬁgésiﬁfl I, p.168,
» .
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performed and authorized the friars thensceforth
to apply the salt, saliva, candle, and cross to
e fow only of a group, though consecrated oil
and water must be given to each persom,22

The guestion of marriage caused the friars some concern in the years
immediately following the Conquest of Tenochtitlan and in fact all through
the era of the conquest to 1556, While the Indlens of the lower and middle
clasases possessad but one wife, many of the wealthicst natives had several
wives. The friars tried very hard to induce them to give up all but one
spouse, but they were not very successful in their off‘ortn.% Fray Pedro as
elways whex a difficult situstion arcse offered a sclution. He esteblished
special claasses where those contemplating marriage oould receive inmstruction
on Christian Marriago.u He also organiszed confraternities and sodalities and
interested the members in the care and buutifieatienk of the altars., le saw
too that his spiritual children were well prepared for the reception of the
Sacraments of Penance and Holy Eucharist.

Then there was no priest present who could address them in their
native tongue, Fray Pedro preached to the Indians, That, in iteelf, is not
remarkable, but Pedro hed a epesch defoect which caused him to stutter so that
the Spaniards found it very hard to understand him whether he spoke in Spenish
or in Mexiemn. But when he preached to the natives they had no difficulty in
grasping the import of his mosugu.as Catholic Aotionista of toeday who
gdvéoate the rea of the M‘H 1 le, might be interested to

T (continued from pe oroft, History g_g Mexioo, %f. P.176,
gg %%%h‘ea. g.cit., 7+609,

24 Banoroft, OD.0iltes 1X, D177,
25 Mendieta, é.g_"fﬁ.
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}mow\that Fray Pedro teught the sons of the caciques of lexieo, Indians, to
recite the divine office four centuries ago.

There were others who worked among the Indians, priests who preached
and heard their confessions, but the natives loved Fray Pedroe and placed him
above all othors in thelr esteem. They looked upon him as their "particular
pu!ro."zs and they went to him 4n ell their troubles and needs, Becuuse of
the confidence the natives reposed in hiwm, he cxerted great influsnce in the
city of Mexico, and as a result of his popularity was the victim of the
jealousies of hisz fellow-workers, Upon one occesion, he left Mexico Clty
end retired to Tlagoela. One chronioler intimetes that he wemt there "to
get evay from the contemplated injuries of those oppesing him and the perse-
outions of saintly m‘”z? Another says that he had been "ordered” to
Tlucah.%

The Indiens missed Fray Pedro end resented his absence. After a time
they assenbled o fleet of boats on Lake Tezeccoo and drew them up in battle
formation. When they found their beloved Apostle at Tlascala theoy formed the
oances into a triumphal precession end led him back scross lLake Tezcocs to
the capitael where e great celebration was held in honor of his nturg.as

The greatest proof of Pedro's humiliby is manifested in bis refusal to
accept Holy Orders. On three different cocasions he was given permission te
be ordained. The first time at the request of his superiors and of Charles V,
Pope Paul grantsd the permission. In 1541, at & geusral chapter of the order

held in Roms, when the assembly heard of Pedro's ecoemplishments it was
26 Ibid. Mendieta, looc. oit,

27 Annales Minorum, X%, p.42l.

28 m&y 3209__&.; DPeB8l0.

29 Ibid.




78

deoided that such a men should not remsin a lay brother, and the general of
the order, Father Vicente lunel offered him the privilege of reoceiving Holy
Orders, In 1548 the Apostolio Munoio to the Court of Charles V again con-

30 But this holy servant of God despised all

ceded the honor to Fray Pedro,
this attention and felt if he acoapted the honor he would be ylelding to
vanity., He preferred to continue in his first voeation, that of a lay
braeher.a ¥We of towday, anxious as we are for all the praise end esteem
men oan heap upon us, oannot understand Pedre's attitude and as we attempt
to explain his refusal, we miss entirely his point of view. We do not seem
to roalisze that the motive whioh promted the missionaries to come to thie
unknown wilderness was not to obtaln personal honor, but Ged's honor and
glory.

In his youth, Pedro had held important positions at the Courts of
Philip the Fair and Charles V snd bad had a taste of wordly honora, Vhen he
deoided to leave the world, he entered the Francisomn Order as & lay drother
although his educatiorn and social position would have entitled him to hold
importent scolesiastical positions. Evidently when he entered the religicus
1ife he deoided to turn his back upon temporal glory and devote his time
entirely to God, He seemed to be convinoed that he could best serve God as
& lsy brother and having made his choloe, worldly honors could not tempt hin
to ohange. That he was tempted, history bears proof.

When the See of NMexico wms oreated im 15625, Charles V offered it to
Pedro and when he refuwed to eonsider it, Jusmn Zmn(rngu was solocted as

30. Mondietsa, 2-22, gite
3ls 10ide
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32
bishop. The diocese of Maxloo was made an archiliocese by a Papal Bull of
July 8, 1547 and Bishop Zumirrazs was desiznated as the first archbishop.
However, nine doys after he received the documents confirming hias sppointnent

June 3, 1548, he died. The see was ssaln offered to Pedro and sgain he

ref‘medom

He 1s often reforred to as Father (Gante or Padre Gante but there gecms
34
to be no justificatien for this title. If it were used only by non-catholie

writers we might infer that they trenslated fray as father instead of friar,

but members of his own ordor have spoken of him as Father Gantc,ss although

his contemporaries state he wes & lay-brother at the time of hig death.ss

A successor to Zumirraga was not selected immodiately so Pedro had
to bs the umolfiolal protestor of the Natives. In 1552 he wrote to the king
besesching him to show the Indians some meroy. In the letter, Pedro polnted
out that the work which Spaniards demanded from the Mexiecans was so
axoogsive that their mumbers were being rapidly desreased, and thet they
could not advance morally or ctharmrisze 1f something wms net done to chieck the
Speniards, The king listened to Pedro's ples and iseuved orders for the

benefit of the Indisns and several repugnant deorees of the viceroy snd
37

Audenolis were repealed by command of Charles V,

32 Banoroft, History of Mexioo,II, p.207, (The terms of the Patronato Real
gave Charles the right to nominate bishops.)

35 Ibid., p.559.

24 Thide, On D175 and p.559 Bancroft speaks of "Father Gante."

35, Engelhardt, Catholie Ensyclopedia, VI, p.299; Steck, The First Half-
%eM of Spanish Dominion in Mexlco, p.3l. While Father Steck 1s quobing
(h3rez when he memtlons Pedro ef I'sther Gante,he mskes no comment on the
use of the term "Fether" leaving che to mssume that Pedro was & priest.
In o later erticle, "& Grest Schoolmaster in Early Mexico,” im The Fran
ciscan, VOL. ¥VII (Peterson, New Jersey, 1937) pp.20-22, Father Steck
terms him Brother Peter,

&6 Mendiota, pﬁ.citu p.6ll.

7. Bencroft, Op.cite, II, pp.572-573,
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In June 1551, Fray Alonso de Montufar was selected to succesed
Zwmfrraga. He was oconsecrsted in 1553 and errived in Maxieo in 1554.38 His
position wua not an enviable one for at the time there was not ocomplete
accord betweon the civil and ecolesiastical autherities, Kcmtz{far roalisad
the difficulty of his position and was wize enough to seek the advice of men
of sound judgment, Ome of the persons in whom he reposad great confidence and
unon whom he called when in nesd of eounsel was Fray Pedro, !éozrbu/fa.r ofSen
said thet it was the Franciscan lay brother Pedro de Gante and not he who
wag archbishop of Mexio-a.59 This ie further proof of Gantel's sbility and
influence, for Montufar was s Dominican and it is not 1likely that he would
have selected a Franclscan lay brother as one of his chiefl ;,Mmra if the

man was not a power to be comsidered in the commmity.

38 Banoroft, History of Mexico, II, p.663.
39 Mendiets, _gr-{g.c. vs DeB00s
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CHAPTER IX
EVALUATION

What Archbilshop would not envy Pedro's record of accomplishments?
There is scarcely a work of meray one could name that Fray Pedro did not
sponsor in Mexioco, He founded an orphanage, a hospital, the schools mentioned
and bullt over a hundred Churches and Chapels. Perhaps the most beautiful
on® was the Chapel of San Jose, which was erected in the royal garden of the
Monteguma. It was Pedro's specisl pride and he enriched it with vestnments,
and candelabra, and beautified its furnishings whenever he oculd. It was the
first Indian parish in Hew Spain and wes well endowed by Philip II with the
privileges of a Cathedral Church., The first Mexliean Council, as well as the
first comvooption of the Secred Inquisition was held within its walls,

The fact that the civil government held meetings in the ehapel
1llustrates how the Church and State worked together in New Spein. The
represontatives of the Spanish government in Mexioo realized that the firm
base upon which thelr govermment was established in the new world was due
in no small measure to the work of the missionaries. The viceroys encouraged
these untiring worlkers to found sohocls and ocolleges. In the early days all
education was in the hands of the Church for the clergy were the only people
oapable of teaching. Even had the laymen in the colony been suffiolently
educated to teach the natives, the public revenues were insufficient to
provide free publie uhduh.a

1. Annales Minorum, XX, p.422
2. ﬂm“ ﬂoﬂ&. p-.BBB-
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The Spaniards brought all of their Spanish institutions with them to
New Spain. The friars came with the conguistadores for all Spaniards felt
it their duty to bring the Faith to the aborigines, To them, introduocing

Spanish ruls in a oconquered territory meant paving the way for the introduc-
tion of the Catholie Roligion.s The Church organisation was under the
authority of the king and was an effeotive agenoy in sustaining his rule in
distant ooloniu.‘ When we are tempted to oriticise Spain's methods of
menaging her colonies we should remember that the institutions whioh she
introduced lasted for over three centuries and her plan of colonization was
more finished and more suscessful than any followed by other oeoloniszing
natim.s
Church and orown were both interested in edusation and it was under-
taken on a large soale in the Spanish ponuniom.s The missicnaries were
concerned primarily with religious instruction but ssoular learning was
included in their schools. Many of the bisheps founded schools in their
dloceses in addition te the ones which were always erected beside the convents
of the regular elorgy-v
The Spanish ingtitutions, scolal, pelitiesl, educationsl and ecclesi-
astionl, ocame slmost at the beginning of the Spanish settlemsnts, While the
Conquest was going on, the publio ashool, the university and the printing
ress were funoti in Spanish terri a Moubtad the ﬂr:t rint
coesan Organlza on pan es. 1in

rhe co,tbene nm:orlul Review, 1I, (July 1916) pp.146-156, p.wr.

‘. mm; i LK J p'

5. Charles miagm, "The Institutional Baokground of Spanish Americen
History," S.n The Hispsnic American Historioal Review, I (1918) pp.24-39,
9.25'

6. Bourne, ofj. cite, 1?.308.

7. Pierre Je. que, History of Christian Education (2 vols. New York, 1926)

158
8. Johnps. O:Shu. "Spain's Legacy to Mexice," in American Catholio Historical
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press in the NHew World was & very primitive ome, but it was put to very good
use. Before any English oolonies were established in North Amerioa one
hundred and sixteen different works had been issued in Nexioco. There were

only fourteen years out of the last sixty-ons of the sixteenth centwry when
9
no book was printed and in some years as many as six were published. The

dictionaries and grammars of the native langusges and the higtories of the
Mexican institutions which were written at that time are proef of the
intellectual sotivity of the pnriod.m

Somo writera who are willing to edmit that the Spaniards did have a
few schools in Hexleo feel they are not worthy of more than passing mention
because they were ostablighed to teach Cateshism and did nothing in tho field
of science. Bourne in disoussing that question says:

That the Spanish authorities inChurch and state

did much to promote eduecation is abundantly evident
and the modern scienses of anthropology, linguistiecs,
goography, and history sre profoundly indebted to
the labors of early Spanish-American scholars and
migssionaries. It is in these fields that their
achievements shine, for in these fields they oould
work unhampered b{ the cengorship of the press and
the Inquisition.l

There were books in elmost every department of soience and theology printed
in Mexico during the sixteenth ocentury, and we assume they found resders, for

1t is not 1ikely they would have been printed otherwise,>
T (oont, Trom p.T7) Review, KA1V (1809) ppedi=il6.

9 Engelhardt, "The Earliest Books in the New World," p.l2.
10 Bourne, 22.01‘3»; p«310,

11 Ibid,, pp.3ii-812,

12 Engelhardt, The Earliest Books in the New World," p.l2.
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Many of the works scoomplighsd by the missionaries were the ideas of
that grest missionary, Fray Pedro, Ho well deserves the title of Father of
Edueation in Mexioo and he certainly was the Apostle of the Indians, IHis
capable, officient management and personal supervisioh of the institubions
which he founded had much to do with their success, At a time when petty
jealousies and personal embitions wers rampant among the Spaniards, Fray
Pedro was able to forget self and as a result obtained the oooperation of
the authorities and ﬂie love and respect of the Indiens. His very selfless-
ness endeared him te all.

The services which Pedro rendored as s social worker are just as
outstanding as his work in educasion, He was eware of the many abuses which
came in the wake of the Conquest and he wont about remedying them as best he
could, He recseived no pay andless glory for all he did, but he pogssssed in
a marked degree that virtue vhs.qh most of us shun and few can appreclate
- Humility « and he expected nc reoognition, He had conseorated his 1ife to
the service of God and asked nothing but an oppertunity to work for Him,
Apparently that was all he received from the Spaniards and from higtorians,

Ho is, however, remembered kindly by the olty fer whose culture he
laid the foundation. The people of Mexioco take Pedro for granted. The
traveller is presumed to lmow ebout him end his work, en asccount of which is
handed down from gensration to gemeration. REwen in these troublesoms times
when churchmen are persecuted by the government and Mexiosn officialdom is
bent upon removing all vestiges of the Falth that Gante omoe planted, his
name is held in veneration. The site of hls establighments is pointedout and
the story of his deeds is recounted to the tourist es he walks along the way



once trod by Brother Pedre and now named in his honor. The influense for
good which he exerted upon the aborigines still has an effect upon their
descendants, even after four centuries have elapeed. Just how much of the
intelligence and refinsment of the inhabitants of to-day is traceable to the
indefatigable afforts of their beloved He migh friar no one can estimate.

Froy Pedro must, at times, have been discoursged with the little
encouragensnt he reoceived, for his biographer mentions how hard he preyed for
the grace to overocome the temptation to retwrn to hias native ?hndora.u
But the spirit of the missionary was strong in him and he hed the moral
coursge ¢ oonguer what he deemed a selfish inclination. He wroite many
letters to the fathers of the province of Flanders urging them to journey to
New Spain, whers, he said, lay the happlest field for the gospel and whore
the regions were already white for the harvest.

After nesrly fifty years spent in and sround Mexleo Clty Pedro de
Gante was ocalled to his sternal reward om June 28, 1872, Although he re-
celved very little attention during his life time, all of Mexice honored him
in death. Both the Indians and the Spanlards from the surrounding towns
gathored in crowds at the monastery to honor his memory. The eolergy as well
as the lowly Indians were present at his funeral, The natives were deeply
moged by his faith and in sddition to attending the funeral services many
of them dressed in mourning olothes as they would for their owm fathers. The
Indians asked the prelates of the order for permission to bury the body of

their beloved Pedro in the Chapel of San Jose and this permission was granted.
13. Thomas Terry, Guide to Mexico (Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1927) p.3524,
14. lan&ieﬁa, ﬂcﬁ;p pmﬁ.
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They observed the annlversary of his death with great solemmity and his

memory was kept in wveneration by *bhm.ls

The Spaniards made little effort to preserve his menmory. To-day ths
plot of ground where Fray Pedro was buried is in part the property of
American Protestants, having been confiscated by the government during the
Juarez regime. In spite of the neglect of hls comtemporaries his name has
endured and he mey yet receive his rightful place in history as the Father
of Educetion in Noerth Americs.

The following quotations express the ideas of a fow writers concerning
Fray Pedro, Fray Alonsc de Escalona, a conbemporary of Pedro wrote to
Philip 1I:

We have lost in PFray Pedro de Gante one of the
best workers. God took him to Himself to reward
him as He does with His servants and it would be
hard to tell you how mush ho worked in this land,
He was an unwearied pastor, working for his sheep
for fifty yeers, d&ying emong them, very different
from that bishop las Casaz who ebandoned them and
died far awsy from them, The Indlans ought to be
very grateful to him and we ourselves the religious,
since he wes encourasged by the faot of belng a
relative so close to the most Christian father of
your Najesty who by him helped us so much.l6

Banoroft says:s

Podro de Gante remained a power at the eplseopal
sourt owing to his great expsrienoe, ability and
influence, as Archbighop Montdfar admits, and this
+111 his death on Juns 27, 1572. He was interred
in the ehapel of St, Joseph, one 3f the many
temples built by himself, and there round his gravs
concentrated all the vast love he had won from the
Spaniards as well es natives, by his agoat%ic zesl,
hig benevolence and his self-denying 1ife,

15, Mendieta, 22001'&0. pPp.€10-611.
16. Cuevas, 0p.0i%,., I, p.169.
17, Baneroft, Listory of Mexice, 1I, p.558.




Spell feels he is not entirely forgotten fors

The only completely equipped musisc school in
America which opens i1ts doors to a1l alilke -
tuition free ~ is the Hational Conservatory of
Husio in Moxieo and this is s £itting monument
to Pedro de Gante, the first teacher of Eurcpean
msic in Amarica.is

18, 3pell, 22.2&20 20378,
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APPENDIX

The appended blographies are trenslations from the Spanisgh es

recorded in Historia Belesiastloa Indiens Obre Escriis & Finmes Del Siglo XVI,

s
Por Pray Corénimo de lisndietn, O.F.l., la publica por primera vez Joaquizn
Garoie Icazbalceba (Moxioo, 1870) and from the Latin Annsles Kinorum sew

Triwn Crdinum 4.8. Francisco Institutorunm Tomug XY {ad Clara Aquas

fmaracchi Prope Florentian, 1933)., There is a copy of Historia Eelesl/wtica

Indiera ot tho Newberyy Library and the Annales Mincrum mey be consulted at

Cudaly Memorial Library.



APPERDIX I
Ecclesiastical History of the Indies Book V pp.607«611
/ Chapter XVIII

The Life of Fray Pedro de Gante, Cne of the First Three,

The steward of God, Fray Pedro de Gante was born inthe Flemish city
or village of Iguen, of the province of Budarde, who in crder to flee from
the dangers of the world and the plessures of the flegh, with which the devil
allures the young people whea the bloocd begins to burn, imposed upon his
neck the yoke of the lLord, being yet s young lad recelving the habit of the
Francisean order. And although he was bright emough to be of the cheir, he
didn't want to, but only a lay brother, for his humility was great., In
whioh cholce he proved to be a man of great charity and profound christian-
ity. Living in the convent of Ghent and hearing the news spread over the
world that s new land that of New Bpain, peopled by e barbarocus and idola-
trous people, had just been conguered by Hernando Cortes, he was desply
moved by the spirit of God and the salvation of the souls, and he came to
this land, accompanied by his very guardiasn, Fray Juan de Tecto, and another
religious man, as I told above, Fray Pedro de Gante was very bright in
every kind of arts and offices useful to the human and ohristisn policy,
And so it seems that our lord furnished him at the beginning of the sonver-
sion of these Indlans, much needed hlep that he could lead them and teach
them not only in the spiritual things of the aiiv-tim of thelr souls, bdut
also in the temporal ones of human industry, which open the eyes of under-
standing of rude people that they mat get into the beings of the spirit, as
the apostls says: Prius quod animale, deinde quod spirituale. He was the
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first in this New Spain to teash how to read and write, to sing and play
the musical instruments, and the Christian Dootrine, first in Tescocco te
soms sons of the prineipals, before the eoming of the twelve, and afterward
in Mexioo where he resided for almost sll his life with the exoception of a
short time he lived in Tlascala.

In Mexico he had the sumpbuous Chapel of St. Joseph built behind the
poor snd amall early (first) church of 8t. Franeis where the Indians
gathered to ligten to the word eof God and sttend the divine services, and
got themsslves instruoted in the Christian dcotrine, every Sunday and foast
receiving the holy saorament. He also had the school of the children built
where at the beginning the sons of the lords of the land got their in-
struotion, and now thoseof the wery city of Mexico. And close to the school
he had built other apartmonts or distribution of houses where to teach
everybody in the whole country. He had others taught in the mechaniocsl
of fices, whereby the Indians got instruocted intthem. Fray Pedro had a cell
o0lose to the school where to retire for a while during the day, snd there
he deveted himself bo prayer and reading and other spiritusl exercises and
at times he went out te see what the Indians were doing. His main care was
that the ohildren became instructed as well in the Christian dootrine as in
reading and writing, ui.gning and in the cther things he drilled them in,
Therefore he took ocare that the adults might give an sesount of the Chrigtian
dootrine and might gather svery Sunday to hear Mass and listen to the word
of God, He examined carefully those who were to get married and got ready
those who had tc make confession and receive the Holy Buoharist. He preached
when there was no priest who could preach in the Indian language, in which
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he was 2 master, although he was a stutterer, so as scarcely to be under-
stood by the friars neither in the NMexiocan language by those who knew it,
nor in our own, Bub it was & marvelous thing that the Indians understood
him in their langusge as if he were one of them. He composed init (Indian
language) a dootrine (catechism) whioch now goes around printed very sopious
andlong. He instituted for them two oonfraternities they have now, and he
always tried to increase the splendor of the divine services, getting many
and good singers and players as well as vestments for the worship in the
ehapel of 5t, Joseph, and blers, erosses, and candlesticks for the pro-
gessions, so meny that I don't think there are as many in any other city of
Christendon,

He bullt many churches in the city of Mexico ag well as in the
villeges of the environs. In this work and the like was this servant of
God oceupled for fifty years that he lived in this land edifying everybedy
with the honesty of his person and his apostelic llberty, without seeking
any other interest but the glory and honor of God and the edification of the
soculs whereby he won for Christ e big number of them. On account of this
he was very beloved, as one could see throughout his life, for being just a
lay brother, and there being other prieats who preached and hseard the con-
foseions of the Indians, and they too great servants of God and prelates of
the Order, only Freay Pedro was recognized as their particular padre, and to
him they did apply in their troubles and needss and so on him mainly
dspended the rule of the natives of the city of Mexico and the environs in
the spiritusl things as well as in the scclesiasticals; so much se, that the
second Archbishop Fray Alonso de Montufar, of the order of preschers, used
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to say: "I am not the Archbishop of Mexieo, but Pedro de Cante, ley brother
of the Franoiscen Order is." And truly Fray Pedro would have been if he
wished to become & priest. for the Emperor Charles V, of glorious memory,

as he wag of his countryland and knew perfectly his persor and life,
approciated hin very much and (they say) offered him to appoint him Arch-
bishop of Mexico. He showed a tender and singular love for the Indian
natives of this land, taking care that they might have suffiolent doctrine,
and in order that they might have sufficlent doctrine, he wrote soms letters
to ths Flemish religious (men of his own eountry), exhorting them to come
to this new 3and to work in the vineyard of the Lord, which at that time was
in laok of workers. The natives in return, loved very much this servant of
God, especially those of Mexico, as they showed very olearly when he came
back from Tlascala (where by obsdience he had lived for a short time) teo
Nexico, for they ocame out to mest him in the big lake of Tezooco with e
beautiful fleet of cances making for him e blg festivael that resembled &
naval wer, with great rejoiocing.

An Indien Mexlican woman used by devwetion to furnish the c¢lothes for
several friars, and as she wanted on time to put it into practice, she went
to talk about it with a religious whose name wes Fray Meslchior de Benavente,
who by that time was in ocharge of the Indisns in the Chapel of 8t, Joseph,
and she zaid to hims "Padre, I went to dress (furnish the oclothes for) five
religious, and you with them, that is six altogether,” and she started to
name by their own names, and emong them she mentioned the servant of God,
Fray Pedro de Gente, who wes dead already. To which Fray Melchior de
Venavente answered: "Daughter, don't you know that Fray Pedro de Gante rpassed
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away and 1s among the dead?" She replied: = "Father, I give as an offering
& habit to Fray Pedro de Gante; give it to whom you please,"” So muck did
the natives love this servent of God, even af'ter his death. Much worked
Fray Pedro de Cante in this vineyard of the Lord especially at the beginning
breaking to pieces many idols and destroying their temples. Le bulilt more
than one hundred churches were to invoks the name of the true Ged. IHe was
mich tempted by the devil to return to Flanders and leave a great enterprise,
but with the help of God he overcamw the temptation and the snsre was
broken, and the servant of God, freec, as he confessed in a letter addrcssed
to the Fathers of Flanders.

Ho vas & man of great humility as he proved to be by not accepting
the permiasion (liocense) for three times to booume a priest, First from
Pope Taul III, secend from the gemeral chapter held in Rome by the general
of the order Father Vicento Lunel, for as ths FPathers that met theore hoard
of his fame it seemead to them that such a man should not be a lay bdrother,
Third from an apostolic Runcio that wss in the court with Charles V and
most probably, it was suggested by the vary Cassar, for as we sald befors,
he even wanted him to be archbishop. Bub all this despised the servant of
3od as nothing but venity, wishing only to gain Jesus Christ, preforring to
stay asz a lay brothsr, his first vocation., He died in 1572, at whose death
the natives were deeply affsoted with sorrow and sadness, as they showed not
only by attending his funeral in a blg orowd but also by dressing in mourning
clothes for him as for a true father. And after celebrating very soclemn
funerals all together, every archoonfraternity did the same in partioular,
and svery village and twwn of the land and many of the persons with big and
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coplous offerings end they celebrated, too, the amiversary with gresi
solemmity. It was so much what they offered for the servant of God, Fray
Pedro, that that year they furnighed the comvent of 3%, Franels of lexico
with food, furniture and olothes. The natives asked the prelates of the
order for the body of the servant of God in erder to bury him #n the beauti-
ful chapel of St. Joseph., They granted, and they keep it to-day with great
veneration. And they painted his (ploture) peinting and almost every
villaze of the ocoumbtry did the same (painted his pieture) together with the

first twelve of the provimce of the Hely Gospel (San Bvangele).



APPENDIY. 1X
The following peges are s trenslaetion of the 1life of Pedro de Zante

as it appours in the Annales linorum, Tomusg XX pp.420-422,

Podro de Zandava, or de Mura, or as Torquemada vwote, de Ville Ygyuen,
eorpleoted hig evangelical sbudies., He set out for Ameriea in 1529 according
to Gonzaga, and according to Augustine de Vetancur in 1523, which seems to
be more corrsct; for Pope Adrian VI'S letter, ™ixpouns nobis™ to Charles 7,
as well as the letter of Paul de Soncino, the ninisterCenoral, "Guum Sacre
Imperialis” for sonding Pranciscans inSo the Vest Indies, were dispaSched on
May 19th and lay 30th respectively, in the year 1522, The oubecome of tlese
lottors was that Charles the fifth ordered threo men from the monastery of
Bruges in the province of Flanders to make the journey; the first, Peter de
Gandavo & laymen, Jolm de Taectis, professor of theology at Paris, and Johu de
Aors, whom Augustine de Vetancur cells Confessor of the king of Scotland,
These throe men with Ferdinand Cortes mede a voyage te Mexlco shortly after
Columbus, with the hope of accomplishing spiritual victories in America.

There is little of note handed dowm in the letters of Jolm Tectis,
other than the faot of having merited much in spiritusl matiters, Ls passed te
his reward in a place lknown as de las Higueras near the harbor where Cortés
had disembarked into the province of Honduras., So also there is vory little
known to-day of John de Acra other than the lact that he died in Tezsoco
while engaged in the work of cenverting the infldels. Concerning these three
saintly men, nost of the records deal) with Peter de Gandsve's life, Pobtor
remained a short time longer in the nelglhborhood of Teszcoce, then srossed cver
to Mexico. Thers he spent the rest of his life, an instrunent of Almighty
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God among the natives; he was the first of all missicnaries to teach the
Indians the alphabet, and the arts of painting and music. Peter was a man
of great talent and cupable of teaching such thimgs., Thus, Ged willing, it
8o happened that in the study of human arts, the Indians were led to under-
stand those things which were spiritual.

Peter had more than four hundred boys trained at home in questions
of religious naturey for the most part thesse were sons of weslthy men and
leaders, whe in turn instructed their parents. They were taught how to say
the divine offioce after the manner of Clerios in the cholir and how to teach
the catechism. From their ranks Peter selected fifty boys of remarkeble
talents, wvhom he sent %o presch the word of God, since there were but s few
engaged in gsuch labor., During the wesk he explained to them what they
should teach the pecple on Sunday. Then they set out to produce a great
harvest of souls, and God granted muoch power to the zealous youths,

Peter founded the church of 8t. Joseph at Mexice City in the royal
gardens of the Montesums, behind the small, Jumxble churchoof the Francisoans,
whoere the Indisns would gather for sermons and services on Feast days. He
bullt a oollege and some houses nearby whers other boys lesrned the art of
paiating and cerving images of the saints., Under his d.‘;rictim others
learned the art of using cement, wood and iron for the uplift of soclety.
Near the college he bullt a separste abode for himself, into which he would
often retirs for prayer and reading. From this period of solitude he
returnsd stronger in mind and body, more sealous than ever to spread the
kingdom of Christ, The boys looked upon him as a parent and served him at
every beckon, ‘E’hﬁz&ar he requested or commanded they did with utmost
speed, It is noteworthy, that although he had e defect of speech which made
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it hard for his brothers to understend him, yet the Indians slearly under-
stood his words. As often as a priest was wanting who was skilied in the
Mexican idiom, Peter would preach to the people and thus prepare them for
the raception of the sacrameuts, Previcus to this time Christian dootrine
was spread by paintings, but Peter wrote mmch in the Mexicsn idiom,

Having overburnsd the shyines of the idols bs dedieated to God in
the territory of Mexico alone more than one hmundred churches ameng which
the four principal ones were St, Jolm Baptist of ioyotis, §t, raul of
Teopon, or of Xochimilea, St. Ssbastian of Atsogualoo and the Assumption of
Our lady of Tloguechiunohun, He instituted pious sodslities, enriched the
elegancs of the altars, especially of the small chureh of St. Joseph with
vestments, candelabra, vases and in every msuner besutified the furnishings
which is the first among the parishes of the Indians and older than the
nearly 635,000 churehes of New Spain and Peru and well endowed by King Philip
I1 with the privileges of a Cethedral Church. In it was held the first
goneral ifexican Counoll, there being presemt the senate of the eity, all
the magistrates, the knights and ceciques of the kingdom and an ovation
being delivered in praise of the Emperor Charles V, In it also the tribuosal
of the Sacred Inquisition exersoised its first act. To this parish portained
the Indians and churohes about which we sihell speai,

But slthough Peter was illustrious for such distinguished endowwents,
yot he sspeclially shone with humility; for sdmonighed by the Supreme Pontiif
Paul 111, by Vinoent Lunelle, the Minister-leneral and by the papal nuncio
in the noms of the Catholic king, that ht receive the priesthood, he coculd
nover be persuaded to do it, although the Emperor wished to declare him
Archbishop of Mexice; whence it happensd that he conferred that dignity om
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