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CHAPTER 1
ELIOT AND COMTISM

In the year 1819 St. Peterts Fleld at Manchester was
the scene of a massacre, the author of Waverlgy produced The BridJ

of Lammermoor, John Keats wrote the "Ode to a Nightingale," and
Robert Evans, the agent of a landowner, recorded the birth of his
youngest child. Mary Ann Evensl was baptized on November 29th,
seven days after her birth at Arbury Farm in Warwickshire. She
was the third and last child of her father's second marriage, end
she had a half brother and a half sister born of her father's
first wife. She gﬁew up in 8 period of religious reaction follows
ing the Napoleonlic wars, a period in which a graduslly reviving
Anglicanism and an evangelical Dissent, the extreme of Protestant-
ism, were growing slde by side., Her constant companion was her
brother Isaac, later to be drawn upon for the character of Tom

Tulliver in The Mill on the Floss. The famlly lived at Griff, a

house on the Arbury estate, and Isaac and Mary Ann went daily to

1 Information for this blographical sketch is taken
mainly from Gerald Bullett, george Ellot: Her Life and Books
New Haven, 198, and J. W. Cross, ed., George EiioL's Lile as
Related in Her Letters and Journals, 3 Vols,, Edinburgh, 1885,
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he nearby cottage of a Mrs. Moore, who kept_a Dame's school,:
ary Ann showed no signs of precoclty; for this reason she receivm;

o speclal training and at the age of five simply joined her older

yster, Christina, who was attending Miss Lathom's school at Attle
oro. After three or four years at Attleboro, she was sent to Misg
sllington's school at Nuneaton, where she remained until she was

thirteen. She became an omnlvorous reader under the guldance of a

v

iss Lewis, an ardent evangelical whose teaching was sympathetical
1y received by her young charge, and later an intimate friend to
whom many of her letters are addresaed, In submitting to the doe=
trines of'faeling and duty, Mary Ann laild the groundwork for her
reception of the doctrines of Comte. BRefore the age of twelve the
young girl was teaching Sunday school and devoting her time to
clothing socletiss,

Mary Ann's next chénge of scene brought her to Coventrw
and the school of the Misses Franklin. The religious viewspro-
pounded at this school were those of the Baptists, and Mary Ann aﬂ»
sorbed them studlously and eagerly., The term ending Christmas,
1835; marked her last formal schooling, for she returned home to
care for her mother, who dled the following summer.

During these years of esrly education Mary Ann heéama

attached to such books as Defoe's History of the Devil, Pllgrim's

Progress, Rasselas, L.amb's Esesays, The Vicar of Wakefield, and

3cott!'s novels. By the time she resched twenty we know that her




3
{pnd contalned specimens from such authors as Shakespears, (owper,

jordsworth, Milton, Addlson, Bacon, Byron, Southey, and Cervantes,

d from such flelds a&s geometry, entomology, chemistry, and meta=-

hysics. Her interest in the Imitation of Christ, although con-

eivably overemphasized because of a too ready ldentification of

i1ss Evans with Maggle Tulliver of The Mill on the Floss, will be

latscussed later in this chapter.

The marriage of Christina in the spring of 1837 left
the burden of running the Griff nousehold on the shoulders of the
Laventeen-year-old girl. She continued her education st home, howt
Lver, receiving tutoring in German, Italian, and music. When
Isaac married in 1841 and took over his fatherts house and busi=
#asa. fat her and dsughter moved to Foleshill Road, Coventry.

In Coventry the young intellectual girl entered a new
hase of her development. Here she met Charles Bray and his wife,

Earoliﬁe Hennell. In thelr soclety she became scquainted with the

jdoctrine set down by Caroline!s brother Charles in a book called

Inquiry Concerning the Origin of Christianity. This doctrine was

influential in Ellot's tranaition from ultra-evangelical beliefs
{to that scientific and critical spirit which marked her century.
@ennell maintained that Christ hed merely assumed the role of the
long-awaited Messiah, that the gosﬁala wers the product of pious
imagination, and that Christisnity's contribution to the worldls
heritage waa ethical, Ellot's rejection of Christianity was, like




he sister of Mrs, PBray, and thus e gén a lifelong friendship.

£3.

H,nnell tg,

j:nt, who had begun to translate Strauss's Das Leben Jesu, a book

3orauadad Mary Ann to continue the work; her accoptgnqe_tqck'ﬁp_

L

one of dogmaj she did not reject consclence or morality.
In the last days of 1841 and the first months of 1842
h;'gnd her father were temporarily at odds over her refusal to acw
ompany him to church. She considered that she had lost the Christd
an faith and that she would consequently be hypocritical to acw
owledge 1t oﬁtwurdly. He determined to leave her, but a recon~
f1iation was brought about largely because of her intense desire

or & home. In July of this year Mary Ann met Miss Sara Hennoll,

In Wovember of 18&3‘ﬁharles Hennell married a Miss Rra-

ich deseribes the scriptural miracles as myths and denles the

ivinity of Christ without forsaking Kis‘mbrél»toachinga. Charlies

er leisure time for apprcximately two years., She had already abe-
orbed the essential i1deas of the book from Hennéll'a similab work,
d 1ts content did not as a consequence engross her dttention.

e spent some time studylng and translating Spinozs be tween 1849
d 1854 ; most of her work was turned over to Charles Bray, how=
er, and she desired no credit for her endeavor. She was familisr

th both the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus and the Ethics; neith-

furnished her with dny strikingly new ideas, for Spinaza'a
ought was similar to that of Hennell and Strauss. Spinoza be~

eved that speculative theology could not be profitable and that




3
the Plble furnishes us wlth an 1deal of love, not an lnvestigation
of the nature of God.

The death of Mary Annt's father on May 31, 1849, marked
the end of three years of almmt constant ministry to his needs,
she was crushed by his death, but the Brays helped her recover by
teking her to Burope. After a tour of over a month's duration the
Brays returned to England, Miss Evans staying in Geneva for eight
months,

Upon her return to Englend in the spring of 1850 she
spent the following nine montha either at Griff with her brother
or with the Brays. At the Brays she met John Chapman, who was conf

templating the purchase of the Westminster Review., He arranged tq

publish her first essay in criticism, a review of Robert W. Mack~
ay's The Progress of the Intellect. It appeared 1n the January,
1851, Westminster. In October of that year Chapman completed his

purchﬂae, and Miss Evans became his asssistant editor. This po¢1~
tion brought her intoc contact with the London intellactual society
of the time. Among her business and personal acquaintances were
Mazzinl, James A. Froude, the Martinesus, Theodore Parker, Herbert
Spencer, William Cullen Bryant, and George Henry lLewes.

It was Spencer who fifst suggested that she write fic~
tion, but she put him off and during 1853 began to translate Lud~

wig ?ouarbach's Das Wesen des Chriétsnthuma. a book which raises

man to the positlon of God, which says that thought and falth are
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o be found in the needs and deslres of man, especially in man as ﬁ

-

mber of soclety. Moanwhile she was prepsring much of the summar)
{ contemporary literature which closed each number of the Review,
d she wrote a review of Carlyle's Life of John Sterling as well
s six or seven other essmys. In July of 1854 the translation of
seuerbach was published, and her real name appoarsd in print for
e first and only time.
81ince 1351 she had known Ceorge Henry Lewes, a student

¢ anatomy and philosophy, the suthor of & Life of Goethe, and the

iterafy editor of the Leader, the first of the English eriticel
eeklles. Their Iriendship had developed slowly, but by this time
t was ripening into love., Lewes's personal 1ife was very unhappyj
his wife, though still living with him, hsd glven birth to two
phildren by Thornton Hunt, a literary assoclate., It was extremly
firficult and expensive to obtain a divorce in the England of this

day; a8 & result Lewes and Miss Evans almply left for VWelmar on

v

huly 20, 185L. They were never legally merried, but they lived to

ether in apparent happlinesa until his death in 1878, It was Lewuﬁ

ho encouraged ¥ary Ann Evans to try her hand at fiétion,and wo

peted as her sgent until his death.

Shortly after her first meesting with Lewes and during

Fh@ time in which he was studying the philosophy of August Comte,

tha reveals & personal knowledge of Comte's thought in a letter to
ara Hennell, Under the date of September 2, 1852, she writes:
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Harriet Martineau (in a private latter shown to me), with

incomprehensible ignorance, jeers at Lewes for introduc~

ing psycholo a8 a science in his Comte papers. Why,
EImseI% h

Comte | olds psychology to be a necessary link in
the chaln gf science. Lewes only suggests a change in 1ts
relations.

Unless Miss Evans had more than a rudimentary knowledi;e of Posi- -
tivism, her intellectual honesty would not permit é criticism of a
woman who was preparing a translation of Comte. In snother letter]
to Miss Hennell, this one dated November 3, 1853, Miss Evans menw
tions that Harriet Martineau's translation of Comte has been pube
lished and asks Miss Hennell whether she intends reading this one

or that of Lawen.3

2 Cross, George Eliott's Life, I, 290.

3 Ibid., 315. Both Harriet Martineau and Lewes wers
admirers of Comte. Lewes, who began his study of Positivism in
approximately 1842, presents his readers with a two-part treat-
ment of the Cours de Philosophie Positive, The firat part con=- J
tains the phllosophy of the preliminary sciences and includes, be
sides an exposition of Comte's thought, an admixture of criticism,
11lustration, and recent fact. The second part contains soceclal
science and the philosophy of history; this section is an abrldg-
ment of Comte's exposition with the preservation of his own terms
whenever possible., Lewes's two major works on philosophy, Bio-
sraphical History of Philosophy and History of Philoaoghz, are cony
celved with t idea t ositivism 1s the goal of phllosophlic
endsavor, He would seem to have been a more extensive student of
Comte thean Miss Martineau, whose intereat in Comte dates from IBSH

5 Harriet Martineau freely translsted and condensed
Comte's work for the following reasons: to acknowledge the bene~
fits conferred upon England by the French thinker; to sliminate
the diffuseness and redundency resulting from the fact that his
exposition was in the form of lectures given over a paeriod of
years; to bring his thought to a larger number of intelligent
readers; and to give these readers a great philosophic system on
which to base their thought.
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In addition to the two references jJjust scen, Ceorge
gliot mentions Comte, his works, or Positivism over twenty times
in the selection of letters made by Cross. Who 1s this French
philoaopher whése name appears so often over the span of time cove
ﬂered by Eliotts correspondence, and what are his teachings?

The force of Positivism, though still evident in the
exclusively emplirical outlook of much present-day thought, is
nelther 80 well organized nor so widespread as it was in the nine-
teenth century. Basil Willey, in perheps too sweeping a statementy
conaiders Comte to be the central flgure of that period:

He alone, of all the world-betterers and clean-sweepers,
saw clearly that the new world must have & religion, and,
since according to his philosophy the old one was neces-
sarily dead, set himself to found a new one., It was

this attempt above all which rulned his prestige; the
materialists and infidels thought him craszy, snd the or=-
thodox thought him a blasphemous impostor. Nevertheless
1t is precisely this attempt {whatever we may think of
the Positive "Religion" as such) which makes it possible
to regard Comte as the central figure of his century--
of the century whose special problem was the reconciling
of destruction with construction, negation with affirma-
tion, sclence with religion, the head with ﬁhe heart, the
past with the present, order with progress,

Mr., Willey mentions the old philosophy and COmta*aAcopw
viction that a new one based on a syntheais of truth through the _

4MGient1fie method was neadﬁd.s An investigation of the tenats}af'

L Basil Willeg, "Auguste Comte," Nineteenth Century
Btudies, London, 1949, 188, T

5 1Ibid.
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nis new philosophy can perhaps best be opened by a statement of

heorge Henry Lewes concerning the twofold problem of philosophy

4 the consequent division between Posltivism and the other schods

'f thought. TLewes was an acquaintance and a disciple of Comte,
uch of his writing centers around Positivism, and it 1s doubtless
rue that he helped George Ellot develop her enthusiasm for him,
he twofold problem 1s the study of man and the study of the ex-
ernal world. Lewes goes on to explaln this conflict: |

As Comte says, each may serve as the point of departure
of the other. Hence two radically opposed philosophies-~«
one consldering the world according to our subjective
conceptions~-that 1s to say, explaining cosmical phenomens
by the analogles of our sentiments and affections; the
other considering man as subordinate to the laws of the
external world, and as explicable only by the explanat ion
of the properties of matter recognized in operation in
the external world. The former of these philosophles is
esgentlially metaphysical end theological. It rests upon
the o0ld assumption of man's mind being the normsl measure
of all things: it makes law the correlate of idea; it
makes the universe subordInate to pan. The second is the
sclentific or positive philosophy.

It must not be concluded that Positivism is wholly
[pcientific and that it rejects morslity, art, religion, and the
rmctions, rather science 1s a means of fulfilling the aim of Posi» v

’tivism, a soclal doctrine; Lewes consequently points out that tha

ey and capital distinctlon of the Poslitive philosophy is "the

abaolute predominance of the moral point of view-~the rigorous

6 George Henry Lewes, Comte's Philosophy of the
clences: Being an Exposition of the Principles of the Cours de
osophie Positive o? Auguste Comte, London, 1853, 1bl.
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,ubordination of the intellect to the heart."7

Comte's phllosophy has for its groundwork three initial
conc eptions. From these three premises Comte deduces his philos-
ophy of history and the lmportant study of soéiologys. Carried to
gheir logical extreme, they also produce the Positive religion,
Pirst of all he regards sll sclences, both physical and
lsocial, as branches of one science. Allsciences, then, are to be
snvestigated by one and the same methed;s this method will frécead
ccording to fsct and reason toward the end of not only seeing but
foresceing the action of phanomana.g This method, which he will
Bring to bear on all phenomena, will be iargely prompted by the
fundamental law of human development, the sscond of his initial
jeconceptions.

This law states that there are three stages of intelleo

" jtual development through which men and soclety must pass. In the

oclety of Comte's day all three were present in varying forms and
egrees. The first, or theologlcal, phase ls marked by ﬁhe mindts
eeking to know the causes and essences of things. All effégts
re concluded to be the productions of supernatural agents; ﬁnn

Jsual effects are attributed to the pleasure or displeasure of

Ibid. » 8“9’
Ibid., 10.
9 Ibld., 26-27.




i el
| 1
gome god, In the second, or metaphjkical, phase supernstural
‘z,nta are set aside, and the mind substitutes for them abstract
forces inhering in substances and capable of engendering phenomens
what 18 attributed to a god by a mind in the theological phase is
‘ttributqd tp ﬁaturs or the vital force by a mind in the metaphy-
slcal phaso,‘~I§3the third, or PQSitive, phase the mind givei up .
gs futile the sbeking of causes ahﬁ assences, and restrictas itseli]
go the formulstion of lews of phénamena through observation. The
scientific method, then, 18 the only ms thod to use in the Positivd
phase. These phases are often referred to as stages or states,
Comte's third conception is the well-known classifica~
tion of the sclences. The arrangement 1s based on the abstract
solences and requires that the first of them be the most simple
and general and the laast most eomplex.lo This order necessarily
determines "the reational connection of the different fundamental
sciences by the successive dependence of their phenomena,™ and it
lists them in order of increasing difficulhywll The Positive
classification divides phenomena into five fundamental soclences,
"whose succession is determined by a necessery and invariable sub-
qrdination; based upon the simple, but profound, comparison of

correasponding phenomena. These sclences are--astronomy, physics,

10 Ibid. ’ 10""110
11 Ibid., L2,
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chemistry, physiology, and lastly, sociclogy.”la This order is of]
great importance to Comte, for it 1s in this order that man'sa
theories resach successively the theological, metaphysical, and
positive states. Astronomy, for example, 1s already completely
scientific »nd ?usitivo.l3 Physiology, on the other haﬁd. ;a dlis~
turbed by the presence of all three states. Hathematieé, Comte
concludes, has been purposely omitted from the original 1listing,

not because 1t 18 not a constituent part of natural philosophye=

»

for it stands at the very head of the scale~-but because it is val
ued chiefly es the basis for the whole of natural phllosophy and
as an instrument of 1nvest1gatlon.1h

‘This classification of the sciences 1s more than msroly
a conception from which Comte draws certain conclusions ta'which 
Georgénﬁliot will adhere. His cléas{fioation has as its main end
the study of soclology. 8he not only adopted much of his sociolo~
£y, but she endorsed this classification., Mr. Henry H. Eonnellls
points out that this endorsement taught her that man could not be

understood unless the human soclety which makes up his environment]

12 1Ibid., L46.
13 Ibid., 47.
1, Ibid., S0.

15 Henry H. Bonnell, "George Elilot," Charlotte Bronte,
George Eliot, Jane Austen: Studles in Their Works, New York, I?ﬁ%\

L ]
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could be éomprehanded; this human soclety can be comprehended only
by & knowledge of the blologicsl conditions upon which soclety 1is
pased. Environment, habit, and heredity must temper our Jjudgments
of man's shortcomings. This forbearance is a means of conforming
to the laws of the universal order, for example, to the law ¢f en=
vironment, The conformity results in an improvement of Humanity,

what Comte calls the Orand Etre, an improvement emanating from .

man's sympathy towards that portion of soclety which conastitutes
hig environment, Here is the sclentific excuse for altruism.
Comte discusses each sclence in great detall before talg
ing up sociology, of which he 1s considered the modern founder.
He 1s interested 1n the emotional 1life of the individual in oppos£~
tion to the merely intellectual. Indeed, part of the formula to
appear on the proposed religlious banner of Positivism is "Love is
our Princigle;“lé Looking at the emotional life from the sclentis
fic point of view, Comte finds that it
is divisible into Personality and Soclslity. The lower
animals only manifest the first; the second commences
with & separation of the sexes, and grows more and more
energetic in proportion to the rank of the animal in the
hierarchial scale; so that all the higher animals exhibit
both Personality and Soclality., These may be denominated
Egoism and Altruiem, ~

A just egquilibrium between these two elements 1s not possible, he

16 Auguste Comte, General View of Positivism, trans.
J. H. Bridges, 2nd ed., London, 1880, 286. %hls rellglous banner|
was to be adopted on the formation of the Great Western Republie,

a federation of the French, Italian, Spanish, Britis nd German
nations which would form the f?rst &tag in the polit éag




1
oes on to say. Personslity usually predominates, even in man,
cus this preponderance arises {rom the instinct of self~preserva-

tion and iz therefore essentlel to individual development, ?ersonl

11ty 18 modified by the individual's desire and activity In llvirg
or others. There arises, then, "the great social problem: ’ﬁhﬁ
kubjootion,‘és far as possible, of Personality to soeiaiity;‘by rot
ferring everything to humanity as a whole." This subjection will
be hastened by the atate's emphasis on social regeneration; lndeudﬁ
the conflict itself, says Comte, is the natural basis for the Posif
tive theory of emotional life, the dichotomy between egolam and alf
truism.;7 A

, Egoism is separabls into the instinets of preservation
and perfectibllity. The first, although the less noble, is obe
vicusly more widespread, energetic, and indispensable. It is madef
up of the nutritive, the sexusl, and the maternal 1nst;ncts, Pridﬁ
and vanity also come under the heading of egoism but definitely
have & relationship with altruism becsuse they depend upon the o=
inion of others for their existence and thus lead to interests outs
side of selfs Perfectibility is also composed of two instincts.
Comte terme the first the military,‘and it includes the destruce

tion of ohstacles. The second, termed ths industrial, includes

o—— - e

regeneration of all humanity,

17 Lewes, Comte's Phllosophy, 217-218.
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¢he creation of aids,1d

An adequate basic summary of the conflict between ego«
ism end altruism and its effect on man's moral condition is con=
tained in the following quotations

In every complex existence, the genersl harmony depsnds
upon the preponderance of some chief impulse, to which
all the others must be subordinate, This preponderating
influence must be either egolstic or altrulstic, It is
not only in a soclal point of view thet the superiority
of the latter sentiment is felt; it influences no less
atrongly the moral condition of the individuel, A cher-
acter governed by the inferior instincts slone, can have
neither stability nor fixed purposes; these qualities are
alone attained under the empire of the impulses which
prompt man to live for others. Every individusl, man

or animal, accustomed to live for self alone, i3 cone
demned to a miserable alternation of 1gnoble torpor or
feverish asctivity. Even personal happiness and merlt
therefore depend on the predominance of the sympathetic
instincts. Progress towards such a moral condition
should be the object of every living being. To live
for others 1is iaua the netural conclusion of all Posi~
Tive Worality.*’ . SP : : ,

This~ohaptér is not ebh&&ﬁned with Ellot's apecific use
of Comtist thought; neverthnless”thefcontraating characters'p&r~
trayed in so. much or:her writing, eapeclally those of Danilel
Deronda and Owendolen Harleth in her last novel, seem to the pra-
sent writer fictional adaptations of the thought containe&fin' 
this expési%lo& of the 1nst1nata»thich ﬁutérmina man's moral ocon=
ditidn; o Mr. Bonnell this reaction is the normel onet “*Evayy

zaalqup and w§11~diracted effortktO*SGund the deep atreanm

18 7Tbid., 218-221.
19 Tbid., 221-222.
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of George Ellot's work must result in the discovery that the bed
rock 18 Sympathy; and every falthful searcher for 1ts source will
f£ind it arising from the springs of Altruism.“zo

These quotations indicate conclusively that all of
comte!s soclal studies have as their foundation elther the dlacord
lexisting between egoism and altruism or the force of altrulsm it~
gelf. Actually the discuasion of egolasm has for its purpose not
merely the recognition of reality but the contrast with altrulsm.
It is altrulsm which leads to Comte's consideration of individual.
moral development, the concept of humanity as the Great Being, the
human solidarity which expands to include our duty to the past, to}
our contemporaries, and to the future, and subjective immortality.
We have already seen that the predomihsnca of the sympathetic ine
stincts will bring progress in our moral condition and that be-
cause of man's soclsl conditions we must look upon him sympatheti-
cally, keeping always in mind that his environment, all the phnﬁomp
ena considered in the more general sciences, 1s often a determin-
ing factor in his behavior., The cancopt of altruism, then,. vill !
control the remainder of the Comtist thought consldered. It 1n tJ
be noted that this altruism is directed to all mankind, the body
in which each men 13 a member and to which he owes a duty. This

altruism does not, then, grow out of the Christian love for the

Divine Creat or, from which comes the Christisn's rational love fox

20 "George Eliot," Charlotte Bronte, etc., 131.
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nis fellows.

Comte's sclentific study of sociology is divisidle into
that of soclal statics, those phenomena which form the conditions
whereby soclology exists, l.e., the element of order, and that of
soclal dynamlcs, those phenomena which form the laws of soclety's
continuous movement, 1.e., the element of progress.Zl

The discussion of social dynamles, which includes the
further application of the law of the three stages, the philospphy

of history, and the reconstruction of"the past as having gone
throu&h the military and juridical phase ending with the Franch
Bevolution and entering more snd more intc the peaceful industris%
phase, need not goncgrn us here, 2?2 |

lIn social statics Comte interests himaself in the mutual
actions md reactions which the various portions of soclety exer-
cise upon one another., He studles the conditions of the soclal
existence of the individual, the family, and soclety es a whole.
Our primary concern is with the first two, for in the last Comte
deals with such concepts as the divisicon of labor, the political
efforts of man, and government. In this last discusaion only one
point 1&J?E§or£apb for Eliot's novels: the fact that human aolid—b
arity grows out of the distribution of men's employment, out of

his participation in the vast common work of the world's peoples.

21 Lewes, Comte's Philosophy, 251.
22 Ibidq, 273"'32’.‘..
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ne relation of humen soliderity to altrulsm will be discussed
atar.23
Tge study of the individual ié an extensive elaboration
Lf the supremacy of the emotional over the intellectual 1life and
the conflict between egolsm and altruism, both of which have been

2l

pufficiently discussed. 1
It 1s in the family that we find altruism rising to
brominence because of socletyts gomposition. The necessary subor-
nination of waman to man and thaﬁ of children to parents estab~
|{shes spontaneously the first notlon of social perpetulty by con~-
pecting the future with' the pest,25 This first notion develops to
the concept of human solidarity and the bond with all men, to which
$e will turn later. Comte explalns the phenomenon thus: "The love
¢f his family lea&a Man out of?hia original state of self-love and
gnables him to attain finally a sufficient measure of Social
Love.“26 ' There are, he explains further, three successive stages
nf morallty, passing through whiﬁﬁfthe sympathetlc princinle dimiwm
shes in 1ntensify s d increases 1§_§1gnity. Self-love, the first
Htaga, 18 followed by the presence of family attachmené, the second’

§tage; man must pass through both these pnalh&nary modes - of feeling

23 Auguate Comte, Poslitive Philoso h of Au uste
ﬂomte, trans, Harrlet Nartineau, Eew York, IEES -B%E
2y Lewes, Comte's Philosophy, 259~260, -

25 1Ibid., 262.
26 _Comte, Genergl Yio. 70.
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pefore reaching the final stage, thé subordination of sslf-love
to soclal feseling toward all humanity. This exposition of moral
gtages shows azain the belief of Comte that the primary prineciple
of positive morality is the preponderance of social sympathy, of
the benevolent amotian.27 In this system "the true object of
human 1ife" ia the "perfection of our moral natura";ze conse=
quently, the subordination of self-love to soclal feeling is the
primary motivating force in the 1life of a person intsrested in
1-ora1 improvement.,

An anonymous reviewer speaking of Comtist bellef looks
fupon 1ts denlal of the possibility of knowing a First Great Cause

~and says:

what though there were no God, no revelation of that
God in Christ: he would substitute another object of
worshlip-~a glorified humanity, the Grand Etre, man in
his past, and present, and future. « ,» « TO bygone
generations we owe every advance in cilvillsation that
separates our condition from the brute. To our con-
temporaries we should repay these benefits in an ab-
solute, unselfish devotion. The only immortallity te
which we ought tozéook forward 1ies in the loving mem=
ory of posterity. "

There are, then, three major elements of Comte's philosophy left
for investigation: human solidarity and man's relation to the
past and future, immortality, and the concept of humanity. They

are intimately related, and in Comte's dlscussion of one the.

27 Ibid., 68~70.

28 1Ibld., 79«

‘London, xné?x,ﬂ§335§°1§}%?“hﬁ$§ Comtism," London (uarterly Revie
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other two are invariably suggested, but each will be taken up sep-
arately insofar as possible.

Comte Insists that man in moving toward improvement
should always connect his memories of the past with his deslgns
and hopes fcr the future. The institutlion of the family intro=
duces to man the 1ldes of social pernatuity.3o In filiai love the
child develops the instinct of continuity and of reverence for hisi
ancestors. This union with the past history of man is supplement
by the development of brotherly love and the consequent feeling a;r
solidarity or unlion with contemporary soclety. Already an,outllnaf
of soclal existence is coming to light, and it becomes clearer
when man enters into conjugal affection, from which parental love
springs. Parental love, in teaching men to care for his succes --
jors, Einds him to the future as filial love has joilned him to thn}
past.>' That this tle with the fubure and past 1s considered im=
portant by Comte can be seen by his words in the cloasing pages of
the diﬂcusaion of humanity: "Solidarity with our contemporaries
is not enough for us, ﬁnlass we combine 1t with the sense of Conw
tinuity with former timesa; and while we press on toward the Futurn7
we lean upon the_?ast{ every phase of which our religion hqlds in

honour.“32

30 Lewes, Comte's Philoat h ,5262.
31 Comte, General View, 70.
32 Ibld., 290-291.
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Solidarity with our contemporeries ia not to be dise
ounted, however. It is obvioualy i{mportant to Comte not only as

ls connacting 1ink with the past and future but as the actual 1lmme-

note environment, the influence of which hss much to do with our
ral actions. To George Eliot as well as to Comte thls environe
nt includes the moral end soclel influences of our fellow-mens

she it is who more than any other tescher has traced for
us the complex interaction of human factors, the subtle
wveaving of the threade of deatiny by unconsclous hands
into the web of our dally historye-~who, in showing us the
mighty unforeseen issues of our tinlest actions for pood
or evil to ourselves and othera, has taught us s far as
in us 1133. 8o to order our lives that we may not be
ashamed, )

To Comts our union with the past is bound up with our
purpose in 1life. He conaiders men, regardless of the time or
place in which they live, as "so many indispenseble cooperators iny

a fundamental evolution.”3h and thus the life of sach man is cone-

nected with the 1ife of humanity as # whole. What has pone baforj
has 8 determining influence on what is happening now and what wil

happen in the future}

The true gensral spirlt of soclal dynamics then conasists
in conceliving of each of these consecutive soclal states
a8 the necessary result of the preceding, and the indis-
pensable mover of the following, sccording to the axiom

33 Patrick Geddes, Ceorge Ellot:  Morallst and Thinke
8r; The Round Table Seriles, Edi'&“'%n ur ,FTB‘E';', ba .

34 Lewes, Comte's Philosophy, 263.
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of Leibnitz-~the present is big with the future.35

fomte considers that not only individuals and classes but also

different peoples are engaged in the evolutionary development

which connects the present actors with both thelr predecessors a:j
followera;BB This principle is often termed the statement, theor
or law of hereditery transmission,

Mr. George Willis Cooke comments on George Ellot's ac+
ceptance and use of this prineiple:

She not only accepted the theory of hereditary

transmission as sclence has recently developed it, and
as it has been enlarged by positivism into e shaping in~
fluence of the past upon the present, but she made thils
law vital with meaning as she developed its consequences
in the lives of her characters. « « « Life could not be
explained without it; the thoughts, desds,and aspirations
of men could be understood only with reference to it}
much that enters into human life of weal and wae3§s to
be comprehended only with reference to this law,

Comte's opinlon on the place of woman in soclety can
best be introduced here because of its relation to humsn solidare
ity. 8Since the primary principle of Positivism is the preponder-
ance of feeling over intellect and since woman 1s stronger than
man in the sympathetic impulses, woman has the duty of encouraginq
the less sympathetlc though more energetic man to greater activity

in the process of soclal regeneration. Another duty of the woman

35 Comte, Positive Philosophy, LOl.
36 Lewes, Comte's Philosophy, 26l.

37 George Willlas Cooke, George Ellot: A Critical
Study of Her Life, Writings, and Philosophy, London, 1883, 107.
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n family 1ife 1is the education of the children. Under this sys-
em 8 young man 1s tralned by the feeling of his mother untll he

“oluntarily slliea himself to the feeling of a wife. His moral

ducation (moral educstion being the subordination of self to so--
al feeling) is thus improved, As man becomes more grateful for
his increasingly demonstrated influence of women, he will begin

o worship them, the firast step in the woraship of humanity.sa The
orahip of humanity 1= the éulﬁinatiun of the concepts of solidar-
ty and the unlon with the pa@t nné fuﬁureg 1t is the substitute |
or the theologlcal and metaphysical worship of a god, a worship
osltivism cannot carry on because it cannot "positively" prove

he exiétenaa of anything excapt‘éﬁéeévéble laws, The Foaitiva »
morship cen therefore be traced b#ck to altrulsm through iha syme
bathetic Impulse of women and the implanted (in the Qensa that 1t
s an observable phenomenon) feeling of solidarity.

The problem of immortality i1s mentioned by Comﬁa brief-
Ry but frankly in a discussion of public opinion. Having stated
that the approval of our fellow-belngs brings a joy only surpassed
ky that arising from the constant exercise of social sympa%hy, he
z0e8 on to say: "And still more prominence will be given to this
10ble form of ambition under Positiviasm, because it is the only

ey left ua of satisfylng the desire which all men feel of

38 Comte, General View, 152-188,
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srolonging their life into the Future."39
An anonymous critic discuasing the influence of this
concept on George Eliot finds fault with Comte as he sees in this
pelief of Comte's an unconscious tribute to the divinely-placed
yearning for immortality. Comte and hls school, he says, "discard
the 1ife of our creed, but eagerly follow its phantoﬁ.“ho
Obaarvinguthat’the miseéias £ this 1ife argue for é'f?
world to come, HMr. Patrick Geddes aéks George Eliot if there 1s &
reality corresponding to these visions of the future, and ﬁe com~ 
poses her reply in the affirmatives -
The ancestral 1life which beats in us iill afterwards ane
imate our children, and in a broader if less dirsect line,
we inherit and may gather into our being the countless
treasures of experience which past generations bequeath
to us, while we in turn tranamitkta all succeeding ages 11
the influence we impress on the common life of humasnity.
¥We can see already that George Ellot, in the striking words of
Ve S. Pritchett, "promises no heaven and threatens ﬁo hall; the
best and the worst we shall get is warwickshire,"l2
Comte designated the central point of ?ositivism'as

"the great conception of Humanity, towards which every aspect of

39 1bid., 102.

4O "George Eliot and Comtism,” London guarterly Re-
vie", XLVII, 14.70-

41 george Ellot: Moralist end Thinker, 22,

| L2 V. 8. Pritchett, "George Eliot," The Living Novel,
Hew York, 1947, 97.
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positivism naturally convergas.“h3 In speaking of the family, he
prought up the union with the past in addition to the solidarity
of the preaont.hh In discussing the central point of Positivism
he says}

It is our fillation with the Past, even more than our '

connection with the Present, which teaches us that the

only real l1life 1is the collective 1ife of the racej; that

individual 1ife has no exl stence except as an abstrac-

tion, Continuity 1s the &gatura which distingulshes

our race from all othersa.
This ”collactive‘life" of the race, this continuity which allows
the individusal men to receive the heritage of the péat and pass 1t
on with his personal additions to the future, this sympathetic &l
liesnce with all good men--both those who are dead and those not yet
born as well as those living, this subjective immortaslity--all

these elements combine in the Grand Etre, Humanity, the being

which will supersede God and require the worship of man.

The Grand Etre represents the principle of love upon

which the entire Posltive system rests, That it 1s composed of

separable slements of soclety and that 1t stems from altrulsm can
be seen in these words of Cthoi "Its existence depends . , . en+
tirely upon mﬁtual Love knitting togefher its various parts. The

caleulations of self-interest can never be substituted as a

k3 Comte, General View, 2i2.
4h Ivid., 70.
45 1Ibid., 268.
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combining influence for the sympathetic instincts." Humanity, he
goes on to say, will stimulate the active powers of man as well ag
his feelings and reason. The exercise of this activity of man up+
on his environment will result in progress, "the development of
Order, under the influence of Love," Thus 1t 1s seen that in Poss
Jitiviem “‘l’hr thoughts will be devoted to the knowledge of Human-
ity, our affaetians to her love, our actions to her aarvica‘"hb

Upon raflacbion. the worship of the Grand Etro ean be

traced totthe study of soclal saienna, and in turn that study 1:
accounted for by the general aim for the original classification
of the scieneea, the study of the most complex phenomena, man and'
society. The Christian reader, as he sees worship davelapiﬁgvfrun
the original sclentific study, can dlaaarn‘the manifestation of
the need for religlon in the world of men.

Referring to the Positivistic asyatem of festivals to
commemorate the socisl love of the past generations and their cond
tributions to humanity, Comte again spshka of reward:

The education of Positivists will soon convince them
that such recompense for honourable conduct is ample
compensation for the imaginary hopes which inspired
thelr predecessors. « » «» 7To prolong our life indef-
initely in the Past and Puture, so as to make 1t more
perfect in the Present, is abundant compenssat fon for

the 111us&7na of our youth which have novpassed away
for ever, : ‘

16 1bid., 242-23.
47 Ivid., 255.
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rhe actual cause of the proposed festlivals was the increased em-
hasls on the present life and its relstion to the collective lifoT
Khis system of commemorst ion is one of the "new means" of binding

the individual to the Grand Etre, one of the connections Comte has

reference to when he says:

The restriction of our exmectations to actual 1life must
furnish new means of connecting our individual develop-
ment with the universal progression, the growing regard
to which will afford the only possible, and the utmost
poasibla,hgatinfaction to our natural aspiration after
eterrnity.

Comtets worship of humanity includes his desire that
every man improve himself so that he might be better able to servel
this humahity¢ Out of man's service to collective mankind comes
the'conéept of duty. The theologlcal or metaphysical deltles weri
independent and in need of little human service; the known aupremm

being, the Grand Etre, requires the benevolently directed efforts

of man;hg Because mant's moral Improvement demands the exercise of
the sympathetic impulse, his consequent activity 1s the duty he
owes not only to the supreme being but alao to his very nature,
The bond between duty and sltruism is an obviocus one;
because of mants mahberahip in the collective humanity, he has a
duty to be altruistie,

Having seen the outstanding dicta of Comte's philoso~

phy, we can tumm again to Ellot's personal remarks on him and his

4,8 cComte, Positive Philosophy, 833.
49 Comte, General View, 267.
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gork. e have noted only the two earliest recorded references to
gomte and his work, references which indlcate at least an initlal
grasp of his thought as early as 1852. what of the following

years? what do her personal writings show us?

A short time atter the defense of Lewes in his interpret
tation cr‘comta (September 2, 1852), she writes in a lstter to tha|
érays dated in January of 18533 "I begin to feel for other peo~
ple's wantﬁ’and sorrows & little more than I used to do. Heaven
help ué)‘é&id;tha 0ld religion; the new one, from itz very lack of
that faiﬁh; will teach us all the more to help one anathar.“so
No one will affirm that George Eliot changed from a heartless to &
sympathetic woman upon reading Comte. Here, however, 1s an 1ndicaL
tion of an increase in altrulstic feeling following her initial ac}
quaintanee with comta'a philoaophy; This strengthening of her
raith in others, this interast in helping her fellow men in their
triala, this desire for a new world based on altruism-~these quide
ening influences on Eliot'a peraanality will help her produce fiew-
tion in which there 1i a sadness because man has made the wrong
sort of a'worido This strain in har peraanality and wrihing’uillr
lead to the pranouncemant of The Atho um that the key to
ﬁid&lamaroh is cumtiam.si

50 Cross, George Ellot!'s Life, I, 302.
51 The Athenaeum, London, December 7, 1872, 725,
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On Novamber 22, 1853, George Elilot writes to Sars
dennell and reveals ﬁhe thoughts possessing her mind on her thirty
fourth birthday. One of the rare cheerful notes in her personal
papers is mérkad by a happiness recently acquired:

I begin this year more happily than I have done
most years of my life. ‘Notre vrale deatinae,' says
Comte, 'se compose de rssignation et dtactivite, ' ==
and I seem more disposed Lo Doth than 1 have ever been
before. Let us hope that we shall both get stronger
by the year's activity,--calmer by its resignation, 1
know it may be just the contrary,--don't suspect me of
being a canting optimist., We may both find ourselves
at the snd of the year going to hell of conscious
moral and intellectual weakneas, Still there is a pos=
sibility~~even a probabilityw~the other way, I have
not seen Harriet Martineau's 'Comte! yet--she is going
to give me a copy,-=-but Er Lewes tells me 1t seems to
him admiradly well doma

One of Eliot's clossst friends and most frequent core

| ]

respondents was 2 Mra, Congreve, the wife of an esctive English sug
porter of Panitiviam;j}Many of hnf‘rémarka are directed to this

woman, end on June 27, 1859, she tslls her of Lewea's enthaaia&mé
for thb“Politigu0.53 Her personal journal entry for October QSﬁh
of the same year tells us that she has been reading Comtets gg§3~“
chism, 5k
Turning again to a letter addressed to snra»Kanneil. we|
find that on July 12, 1861, Eliot states her gratitude to Comte if

this manner:

52 Cross, George Ellot's Life, I, 317-318,
53 Ibid., II, 116,
si 1bid., 139,
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I quite agree with you~-gso far as I am able to
form a judgment~~in regarding Positivism as one~slded;
but Comte was & ;reat thinker, nevertheless, and ought
to be treated with reverence by all smaller fry.

I have Just been reading the Survey of the Middle
Ages contalned in the fifth volume of the 'Philosophle

?oaitive,' and to my apprehension few chapters can be
: %gr of luminous idesas, I am thankful to leamn from
te

A letter of November 28, 1862, does not explicitly ate
tribute her increase of happliness to what she has learned from
Comte, bui states that her further enjoyment of existence is based|
on a dadrea#é in egoistic yearnings; Comte does insist, we recall,]
that personal happiness depends upon the predominance of the sym=
pathetic over the egoistic 1natincts.56 8he 1s writing to a
friend of her days in Ceneva, a M. D'Albert, and che says:

I think this year's end finds me enjoying existence more
than I ever d81id before, in spite of the loss of youth,
Study 1s & kesner delight to me than ever, and I think
the affections, instead of being dulled by age, have
acquired a stronger activity,=-or at least their asctivie

ty seems stronger from being less perturbed by the egoe
ism of youngwcravings.s

55 Ibide, 309-310. The one-sidedness of Positivism
refara to Comte’s predilection in his later writings for prophesy
ing the future. His future state, originsting in the worship of ]
women and later in the worship of the Grand Etre, was not receive
well by many people who thought that he had left the sclentifie
fleld of soclology. For Just such reasons George Ellot never subsd
seribed to the Comtiast fund.

56 Lewes, Comte's Philosophy, 221-222.

57 J. %. Cross, ed,, George Eliot’a Lire a8 Related ir
Her Letters and Journals, Rosehil mited ed., Bostom, 18095, 11j |

[
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In the year 1863, lstters addressed to Mrs. Congreve
in October and on November 28th and remarks directed to Madame
Bodichon on December lith indicate continued interest in Comte. n
May 28, 1865, Eliot's journal entry tells us that she is rereading
Comtet's sections on soclal science in Miss Martineau's edition,
An spparently personal reference in another letter to Mra. Cone
greve, this one dated February 27, 1865, suggests something fure
ther: "I sm ailing, but striving hard 'not to mind,' and not to
diffuse my inward trouble, sccording to Madame de Veux's excelle
ent maxim.," Clotilde de Vaux was loved by Auguste Comte, end he
intended her to be his leading disciple in propagating the 1deas
of the warsh1§ of women and humanity. She dled in 1846, but |
ceorge Eliot and Mrs, Congreve are familiar with one of her maximsg
in 1865, The inference 1s simply that Elilot carrigd on frequent

personal conversations with Mr. and Mra, Congreve on the subject

of the founder of Posltivism; she saw them often, and this oenta:j
undoubtedly inoreased her knowledge of Comte. Her Jjournal recor
attendance at two of MHr. Congrevel!s lectures on Positivism, those
of May 5 and 12, 1865,58

Here 18 & summary of several other referencea to
Comtet her journal entry for June 7, 1865, informs us that Spen=»

cer has provided her with Millt's second article on Comte; on

58 1Ibvid., I1I, 289, 291, 293, 317~-318, 313; III, 12-134
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october 28, 1865, she tells Sara Hennell that she objects to those]
who read only what third-rate writers have to say about the first-
prate Comte; on December 22, 1866, she asks Nrs. Congreve to tell
her husband that Lewes and she will carry the Politique on their
vacation to the continent; on April 17, 1868, she tells Mrs. Cone
|[greve of the deslre held by Lewes and herself to aid in the pub~
1ishing expense of Mr. Congreve's translation of Comte; in August
of that year she ia,reading the Politique again; on October 27, ‘
1868, she thanks Mrs. Congreve for her "valuable glft" of a medal=
lion of Comte, which she "shall always hold mrecious"; on July 25,
1869, she 1s reading Nisard and Littré on Comte; and on October 274
1870, she reads part of Comto'# éerfaspondanoe.sg
Two final quotations from Eliot and one from Cross 1#~
jdicate that Ellot's 1life was marked by & gratitude to and & knowle
ledge and admiration of Comte. She reveals a grasp of his doctrine
land a defense of his views in a reply to Mrs., Peter Taylor on May
30, 18671 ,‘ ﬂ |
| = A rﬁrra of what you say about Mr. Congreve, I think
you heve m%a?akan his, or rather Comte's, position. Thers
is no denial of an unknown cause, but only a denial that
such a conception 1s the proper basis of a practical re=-
ligion, It seems to me pre~eminently desirable that we

should leggn not to make our personel comfort a standard
of truth, .

59 1Ibid., II, 318, 32, 353; III, 29-30, 45, 5051,
75, 93.

60 1Ibid., 1l
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hn Jenuary 16th of the same year she writes to Mrs. Congreve and

xpresses her gratitude to Comte, as she records her dally actie
Fityt

After breskfest we both read the 'Pollitlque!-=George

one volume and I asnother, interrupting each other cone
tiaually with questlions and remarks., That morning

study keeps me in a state of enthusiasm through the
day~-a moral glow, which is a sort of milleu subjactif
for the sublime sea and sky, MNr. Lewes l1s convertie

to the warmest admiration of the chapter on language

in the third volume, which about three years ago he
thought 8lightly of. « « « My gratitude increases con~
tinually for the illumination Comte has contributed to
my life. But we both of us study with a sgpse of have
ing stlll much to learn and to understand,

friting the rinal pages of his commemoration of her, Mr. J. W.
Cross, her husband after the death of lewes, recalls the illness
Lhieh‘was to bring about her death, Speakling of the activity of
khe time, he writes:

During her illness I read aloud, amonst other books,

Comtets tDiscours Préliminaire,! translated by Dr.

Bridges. This volume was one of her especlal favour-

ites, and she delighted in making me acquainted with

1t. For all Comtets writing she had a fedl ing of

high admiration, intense interest, and very deep sym~

pathy. I do not think I ever heard her speak of any
- writer witi a ggre grateful sense of obligation for

enlightenment, ' : -

Let us look upon some of Eliot's personal statements

bn the tenets of Comtism. Her letters and journals asbound with

remarks on the need for altrulam, the key, as we have seen, to

61 Ibld., 2«3."
62 Ibid., L418-419.
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moat of Comte's bellefs, Writing to Alexander Maln, an editor of
the outstanding sayings in her works, she says on January 1, 1873:
tamid all the irremedliable trials of existence, men and women can
nevertheless greatly help each other; and while we can help each
other it is worth while to 1ive."3 on April 25, 1873, this state

ment on man's part in the futurs through love for youth is addressf
to ‘Mrs. William Smithg
with that renuncist ion for ourselves whlch age inevi--
tably brings, we get more freedom of aoul to enter into
the 1ife of others: what we can never learn they will
- know, and the gladness which 1s a departed sunlighi to
us is rising with the strength of morning to them.
Crosst's final words effectively summarize her chief and‘in‘iisz
"It was often in her mind and on her lipa that the only worthy end
of all learning, of all science, of all life, in faect, 18, that
human beings should love one anathar>bottar‘“65
She revesls her sympathy with the study of thovpaat in
s letter of July 12, 1861, to Sara Hennells "Yes; I hope we are
well out of that phsase in rvhich the most philosophlic view of the
past was held to be a smiling survey of human folly, and when the
wisest man was auppoaed to be one who could sympathize with no‘agu
66

but the age to come."

63 1Ibid., 158,
6y 1Ibid., 168-169,

65 1Ibid., 347.
66 1Ivid., 1T, 2h2.
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Altrulsm, her doubt over future reward and punishment,
and the lmplication that she has passed through the theological
and metaphysical stages of her development are shown in these
words of December 6, 1859, to M, D*Alberts
Many things that I should have argued ageainat ten years
ago, I now find myself too ignorant and too limited in
moral senslbility, to speak of with confident disappro-
bation. On that question of our future existence to
which you allude, I have undergone the sort of change
I have just indicated, although my most rooted convicw~
tion 1s that the immediate object and the proper sphere
of all our highest emotions arg our struggling fellow-
men in this earthly existence.®7
A letter of November 22, 1861, contains the same thought as that
sddressed to J. W. Cross on August 1, 1875.63 Writing to Sara
Hennell she reveal 8 her concentration on life because of doubt
over the after~lifet "The years seem to rush by now, and I think
of death as a fast-approasching end of a journey,-~double and treb-
le reason for loving as vgll as working while 1t is day."69
Before the present writer concludes the discussion of
Eliot's dependence on Comtist thought, two problems should be cons
sidered: the influance of Chriztianity on both Eliot and Comte
and the opinions of the critics of her novels,
In a discuasion of such great thinkers as Eliot and

Comte, there is no danger of falling into what Professor Morize

67 1Ibid., 116,
68 Ibvid,, 111, 218,
69 Ibido. II’ 250*2510
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n70 1ot was an omnie

calls "the hypnotism of the unique source.
vorous reader, and there 1s no doubt that she was Influenced by
Strauss, Hennell, Feuerbach, and others; Comte's predecessors of

similar thought include Saint«S8imon, Turgot, and Dr. Burdin, More}

over, both of them were products of Western civilization, that cul
ture indellibly marked by the thought of Christianity.

Comte'a opposition to theology, and more especlally to
monothelam, might zlve the appearance of a virulent antagonism to«
wards Christianity. He is not, however, so strongly opposed to
Cathollicism as the first glance would indicate, Protestantism ¥
comes in.for his strong disapproval because of its emphasis on ins
dividualism, an emphsais which the originator of the word altruigg
cannot but oppose. In the dogme of Catholicism Comte findas much
to praiaé, He seea in "the doctrine of the incarnation, the cult
of the saints, and above all the cult of the Virgin . . . 8o many
stones ready for the building afvtho new naligion.”Tl In these
phenomena and the Catholic belief that man receives the body of
his craator into his own bogy, comte sees a transition in whieh
humanity 1s becoming 1ncraasingly 1mportant and the worship of Gﬁd
is weakening. He follows Cathollelsm in settiﬁg up a ritual for

the Positive religion, golng so far as to incorporate sacraments

70 André Morize, Problems and iethods of Literary His-
tory, Bos ton, 1922; 88,

71 Henrli de Lubac, S«J+, The Drama of Athelst Hume nig#

trans, Edith M. Riley, New York, 1950 1106
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ginto hls Positive rites.72 Despite thils imitation of Cstholiciasm
comte was forced in the end to admit that

tCatholicism proved competent only in regard to personal
1ife, whence 1ts influence barely extended to domestic
relations, without in any way being able to embrace so-~
dsl 1lifet, so that its efficaecy 'has been greatly sxag-
gerated'; that it was, moreover, 'so shocking in 1tself,
for both mind and heartt!, that tour plous and chivalrous
ancestora' would, like ocurszelves, have been very well
aware of its natural flaws, but for the social efficscy
which the priesthood stamped upon 1t and which alone
caused 1ts rule to be endured; that in splte of every-
thing it preserved 'the fantastic spirit and egotistical
character proper to even the purest theologism!; that
its philosophlic influence would have becomm dlsastrous
twithout the whole set of polythelstic antecedents! fr
which 1t never succeeded in purging the understanding.

Both Comte and George Eliot had great admiration for
the Imitation o Christ, although part of Ellot's interest must
be drawn from refersnces in The Mill on the Floss, since the avails
able letters are not generously revealing on this subject. Miss
Evans probably read and doubtloss admired the Imitation before henr
acquaintance wi th comtag7h Comte scorns the bad tuste of the Prow
testants for thelr disregard of tha§ "incomparable summary of

Wes tern moﬁothaism,"75 PérhapsAcqmﬁe wags stimulsted by what its

72 Ibid., 116 and 130,
73 Ibide, 120,

74 Cf. Cross, Geor e Ellott's Lifs, Edinburgh, Letter
to Sara Hennell, Fab. 9, 1B8L9, I, 199-200, and Journal, Nov. 18,
1859, 1I, 1h2. . 4 |

75 Lubac, Drama of Atheist Humanism, 121,
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recent translator calls "that inereasing modern sense of man's ins
nate dlgnity, the call to spiritual knighthood by way of hahour,
franikness, love, self-control, honesty, and consclence, reminding
us of our active part in aiming at the ultimate good for all."76
The influence of Christianity on Elioﬁ'a thought is dirficult to
1solate, but it doubtless exists. Lilke Hennell, Strauss, and
Feuerbach, she probably embraced much of the way of 1life demon=
strated by Jesus es she rejected lila dogma,

»Yea, "the hypnotism of the unique source" 1s eaaily
avoided. Auguste Comte's "mind was far less the servant of a peprw
sonal choice than the instrument of the will of a particular agaf?‘
George Eliot was elso a product of the century of sthics., She is
nonetheless indebted to Comte for part of her thought and the
atructura of her books. Both Comte and Ellot were actors in the
dram§ §f‘ntheist humanism, B |

Turning to the literary critics, we sce that the in-
fluence aﬁ Positlvism on Ellot's life andfwrltinga is no longer
debateds It 18 true that Joan Bennett does not think Ellot leamsd
anything new from Comtet |

Charles Bray has a right to claim his share among the

influences which shsped George Ellot's vision of 1life,
+ »«. .« There was no subseguent revolution in her i1deas;

76 Thomas & Kempis, The Imitation of Christ, trans.
Edgar Daplyn, New York, 1950, 10,

77 Lubac, Drams of Atheist Humanisﬁ, 98,
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the standpoint of Herbert Spencer, of G. H. Lewes, of
the writings of Auguste Comte and of PFeuerbach tended
to confirm and enlarge, no?sto alter, the conceptions
she developed at Coventry.

put this enlargement, this insistence by Comte of the conflict be+
tween egolsm and altruism, for example, fcrmé the basis Ilor her |
novels, Without’ﬂomte her beliéf would perhaps have been essen-
tially the same, but her novela would not be so strictly construcd
ted moralistically, One of Ellot's esrly blographers, George
willis Cooke, agrees with Misas Bonnqtﬁs79 yet he shataa that
Comte's "/&/ltrulsm commanded her hearty bellef, and to its prin-
ciplns aho devoted her 11f¢.”8° |

' Mr. Cornelius Weygandt sess and criticizes the preache
ing of Comte's Positivism in the novels following 8ilas Maggar. -
those of her later period,al Weygandt's opinion 1s also held by |
%ilbur L. Grosa.az 8t111 another critic malntains that the later

novels are maerked by an embrgenga of Comtist philosophy from the

background of her books, where 1t had been present since the

78 Joan Bennett. Gaorga Ellot: Her Mind and Her aArt,
Cambridge, Mass., 1948, 25,

79 Georgs Hliot: A Critieal Study, 172.
80 1Ibid., 189,

81 Cornelius Weygandt, "The Higher Provinclalism of
George Ellot," A Century of the English Ravel. New York, 1925, 19(!‘

82 wilbur L. Cross, "The Psychological Novel," ggg
Development of the English Novel,. New York, 1899, 2,3-2l
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earllest writing.BB
Ags g finel example of the general asccord in the belief
thet Ellot's consclously morslistic writing is based on Poaitiviam,
1et us turn to Madeleine Cazamian:
St11 faut chercher & quel systéme contemporaln cette
intuition /By which Eliot has been gulded/ violde et
souveraine est appsrentde, on le trougpra_aana le
positivisme., « + ¢« Ce sont 1la les idees et les senti-
ments quil inspirent les jugements de (¢. Ellot sur la
condulte de ses personnages et sur toutes les institu-
tions morales, socieles, et\religieusea; ce sont eux
aussl qul, rayonnant su delé du présent, eclairent pour 8l
elle la promesse d'un avenir plus harmonieux et meilleur.
| In apite of all the evidence hitherto presented, there
1s no statement by Ceorge Eliot herself which aimits her depend=-
ence on;Camtiam for some of the ldees in any particular novel or’
type of story. There are two reasons for this reticence, aside
from the generally observed practice of suthars not to state the
{nfluences upon them, A
Frederic Harrison, in writing an exposition of Positiv-
‘sm, disavows any connection with the English Comtist group but
aske for tolerance and understanding towards the sect and its meme

bers, He plctures the attitude of England in this menner:

83 Mathilde Parlett, "The Influence of Contenporary
Critlcism on George Eliot," Studles 1ln Philology, Chapel Hill,
XXX, Jm:, 1933’ llOa 7

8L, ladeleine L. Cazamian, "George Eliot,” Le Roman et
Les Idfes en Angleterrs; L'Influence de la Science (1860-1890);

-——

Strasbourg, 1923, «171.
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It seems that men in this country ere at llberty
to profess themselves adherents of every system of
thought but one. A man may--one or two do-~study and
uphold the principles of Hegel, Benthamlsm 13 a creed
with living disclples. Mr. ¥11]l may be called the
chief of a schools A falr fleld is open to 2ll of
these, at least in any fleld which 1s open to Ireedom
of thought, But if s man ventures to treat s publiz
ques'tion avowedly from the Posltive point of view, he
18 assailed by professed friends to free inqulry as if
he were an enemy of the human race, to whom the ordine
ary courtesies are denled; and some of the comnonest
names he will hsgg for himself sre athelst, fanatic,
and conspirator,.

Assuming that Harrison's statement 1s exaguerated, the present
writer can evince no surprise that the sensltive George Ella,

whose husband read all the reviews of her books und showed her one-
ly the a&mplimantary'ones, would restrict her comments on Gomt&ﬁm

to her peraonél witings and wquld not stand up on a2 platform md

make a completely unmistakable statement of adherence to Positive

1sm,

In the eiasing pages of hils artlcle Mr. Harrison speaks
of his personal'éttitud& towards Positivism and clearly states
that he is not to be considered as =llied with Mr. Congreve's
group.aé In commenting on hia parﬁanﬁl views in a letter of Jan~
uary 15, 1870, to him, Eliot reveals the second reason for the

absence of s statement on her debt to Camtiami

85 Fraderic Harriaon, "Phe Positivist Problem," Fort=
Iniggtlg Review, London, VI, New Series, Nov. 1, 1869, h90.

86 1Ibid., 1190493,
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un reading 'The Positive Position' & secind time I gained
a stronger impression of its general value, and I also
felt less jarred Ly the more personsl part at the close.
¥r. Lewes would tell you that I have an unreasonable
aversion to personal statements, and when I come to like
them it 1s usually by a hard process of converslon. s « «
But the fact is, I shrink from decided 'deliverances! on
momentous subjects from the dread of coming to swear by
my own 'dellverances,' end sinking into sn insistent echo
of myself. That 18 & horrible destiny,~~and one cannot
helg s§$ing that many of the most powerful men fall ine
to 1t : ‘

4
In & letter to Mrs. Peter Taylor dated July 18, 1878, she repeats

the same thought and points out in addition that she 1la concerned

only with sesthetic teaching:

I thought you understood that I have grave reasons
for not speaking on certaln public topics. No request
from the best friend in the worldw-even from my own hus-
band=~ought to induce me to speak when I judge it my
duty to be silent, If I hed taken a contrary decision,
I should not have remasined silent till now. My fune=
tlon 1s that of the sesthetic, not the doctrinsl teache
er,~~the rousing of the nobler emotions, which make mmn -
kind desire the soclal right, not the prescribins of
special measures, concemming which the artistic mind,
however stronglg moved by social sympathy, is often not
the best Judge. 8

' There will be no further statement on Eliot's views.
We must turn tc her aesthotic téachinga} b@fﬂﬁe wé do, however,
let us listen attentively to one of her statements on the purpose
she has in writing. On July 5, 1859, after the completion of both

Scenes of Clerical Life and Adam Bede, she writes to Charles Bray:

87 Crosa, ed., George Eliot's Life, Rosehlll, III,

80-81,
88 1Ibid,, 268,
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1f art does not enlarge men's sympsthies, it does nothlng
morally, I have had heartecutting experience that

opinions are a poor cement between human souls; and

t%@ only éffect I ardently desire to produce by my writ-

ings is, that those who read them should be bettser able

to imasine end to feel the pains and the jJoys of those
iffer

who dl from themselves in everything but the bgsad
fact of being struggling, erring, human creatures,”

89 Ibid., II, 88.




CHAPTER II

THE PRESENCE OF COMTE!'S PHILOSOPHY
IR ELIOT*S EARLIER NOVELS

On September 22, 1856, George Eliot began to write fice

tion¢1 To affirm that her first volume, Scenes of Clerical Life,

is a [lctional adaptation of Comte's philosophy would be to extend
the truth beyond all just bounds. To deny that this volume manie
fests elementa of his thought would be to disregard 1ts contents.
"The Sad Fortunes of the ﬁevereud Amos Barton" is the
title of the work by which Ellot entered the world of the novel.
It was to be the first of a series of stories treating the life of
the clergy in human rather than theologlcal aspects, and upon its
completion Lewes sent it to his friend John Blackwood, who printedH
it in the January, 1857, number of his magazine,
The story tells how the Reverend Amos Berton, whose

wife, Milly, does wonders in rearing a family of six children on

1 Oscar Brownlng, Life of George Elliot, Great writers
Series, ed. Eric 3. Robertson, London, IB?%, 6. _

2 Blanche Colton Williems, George Ellot, New York,
1936, 126-131,

bl
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elghty pounds a year, 1s adroitly flattered and cozened by the
Countess Czerlaskl, who is belng slandered by the townspeople.
The Countess is left with 1little except her egolsm when her halfe
brother, Bridmein, merried a servant and leaves her, 8She there-
upon takes up her abode with her good friends the Bartons, Her
visit lengthens into months, the esxpense and work involved in take
ing care of her has 1ts effect on the Bartons! purse and Milly's
health, and Mr. Barton is talked about in uncomplimentery terms in
the villege of Shepperton. After Milly becomes 111 and the mald.
speaks to the Countesa inaolantly; the Countess leaves, Milly
dies 8 short time later, and the towmnapeople again look upon Amos
with the human sympathy they had withdrawn. Mr, Barton loses hias
curacy, moves to another neighborhaed, and after many years re~
turns to viasit the grave of the woman he had not loved enough.

Amos Barton is not the conventlonal fictional hero,
His creator goes to great lengths to show his deficiencles in graQ
mar and the small esteem in which he 1s held by the townspeapla‘B
More than once she interrupts the flow of incident to explain thatj
she 18 writing of a charecter who 18 neither 1deal nor exceptiomm)
Why 18 she interssted in telling her readers sbout common human

baings? Sﬁs does hot have a lofty 1mag1nation,xsha tells us, and

3 George Eliot, "The Sad Fortunes of the Reverend
Amos Barton," 3cenes of Clerical Life, Rosehill Limited ed., Bos~
ton, 189’4.’ I, IB~T§.
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being unsble to invent thrilling incidents for your ame
usement, my only merit must lie in the truth with which
I represent to you the humble experience of ordinary ‘
fellow-mortals. I wish to stir your sympathy with com=
monplacs troubles-«to win your tears for real sorrow:
sorrow such a8 may live next door to you--such as walks
nelther in regs nor in velvet, but in very ordinary, de-
cent apparel.

Amos 18 not only an unconventional hero, but he is ala&
selfish in his sympathy., His 18 not a life controlled by egoistic
impulses but one which, because it was not strong in sympathy,
evolved into one careleas of feeling for othera., It was this abe
sence of sympathy whieh brought about the remorse and invérd woe
following his wife's death: |

Amos Barton had been an affectionate husband, and while

¥illy was with him, he was never visited by the thought

that perhaps his sympathy was not qulick and watechful

enoughj but now he re-lived all thelr 1life together,

with that terrible keenness of memory and imasgination

which bereavement gives, and he felt as 1f his vgry love

needed a pardon for its poverty and selfishness.
When Milly is lowered into the ground, he fully realizes his shortd
comings and throws himself on the grave sobbing his apology for
not having loved her enoushﬂ

Milly Barton isrbaaet by more than her simply forgetful
husbands The Countess Cmerlaskl is outwardly egolstic, the proto-

type of & long series of Ellot's characters. The Countess really

L Ibid., 82-83.

5 ;biéa; 102,
6 1Ivid., 108,
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joved Milly, but only to the extent that her preoccupled affectiong
would permit: "For you have already percelved that there was one
being to whom the Countess was absorbingly devoted, and to whose
desires she made everything subservient-~namely, Caroline Czer~
1aski, nde Bridmain."! In snother characterization of the Counte
ess, Geérga Eliot sounds like Thackeray as she aay#s

It is true, the Countess was & little vain, a little am=

bitlous, a little selfish, s 1little shallow and frivolous,

& little given to white lles.~=But who conslders such

slight blemlshes, such maral pimples as these, dlsquall-

ficatlonas for entering into the most respsctable soce

ietyl

The reaion Milly puts ﬁp with the Countess and guldes

and encourages her husband 1s that "her heart . . . overflowed
with love." When the slander over the Countess's living at the
Barton home had becoms widespread, Milly "was only vexed that her
husband should be vexed~*only wounded because he was misconceived/)
Millyt's love 1s directed to others, and that the people of 8h§pp@ﬁr
ton realize her worth is shown when, after her death, they repay
her affection with sympathy toward her husband: "No one breathed
tha Countessts name now; for Nilly's memory hallowed her husband,
a8 of old the place was hallowed on which an angel from God had |

alighted, "

7 Ibid., 57,
8 1Ibid., 55.
9 Ibid., 26, 86, 103.
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When Amos Barton prepares to leave Shepperton, there 1s
regret in the hearts of the flock which had aolracently criticized
jhim. Is this tuénabout in their view an unexpected and unjustified
incident? Not at ali, says our aﬁthor, for
his recent troubles had called out their better sympa-
thies, and that 1s always & source of love. Amos falled
to touch the spring of goodness by his sermons, but he
touched 1t effectually by his sorrows; smd there was now
a real bond between him and his flock.l0
ffils 11fe has had a beneficial effect upon others. His omissions
land fauﬁn have been forgotten, and there is at the end of his cur-
lecy more love in Shepperton than there had been before his coming,
Her second venture into the field of fiction 1s enti-
tled "Mr. Gi1filts Love~Story." It tells of the youthful love of
VMaynard Giifil for Tina, an Italian orphan brought to Zngland by
Sir christopher and Lady Cheverels Tina, however, loves Sir
Christopher's nephew, the self-centered Anthony Wybrow, and when
jAnthony, who had returned Tina's devotion, begins to court the
young and noble Beatrice at the behest of his uncle, Tina goes
through 8 sorrow and pain culminating in her determination to kill
hnthany. when she arrives at their rendezvous, she finds him dead
from a chronlc heart disease, 18 shocked into insensibility, and

leaves the manor. Maynard finds her at a friend's house, nurases

lher back to health, and marries her, but shs dles in glving birth

10 Ibid., 106,
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to her first chlild, After her death laynard keeps & chamber in
his home sacred to her memory, but he never speaks of his early
loves

In the person of Anthony we have a development of the
egolstic charscter. George Ellot describes the people of all her
hooks from the omniae%ent point of view, but ﬁa ses Captaln Wybrow
more through his action and conversation then through his crea~
torts more typlcal direct observation. When he is preparing to
fulfil his uncle's wish by wooing Reatrice Assher, he says goodv‘
bye to Tina, end after kissing her thinks to himself: "Poor 1if=
tle Tina! 1t would make her very happy to have me, But she is a
mad 11ttle thing."1l The casual reader is immediastely arrested byl
this incisive characterization; the ragulér reader of Eliot notes
that this person i1s in all likellhood the perasonification of the
egolsm he has seen again end agaln in Eliot!s work, |

George Ellot seldom expects her readors to grasp nice-
ties of characterization, howsver. One of the main critieiams‘
directed against her 18 that she 1s too direct and does not lsave
enough for her readerts imagiuabian. This trait 1s shown in her
personal estimate of Anthony; she is direct, but cauld'anyana be
more devestating and enalytical in characterization without being

direct? I8 not her power of analyslis sufficlent to overcome any

11 Eliﬂtg M. Gilfil's Love 3’50”,” Scenes, I, 151'
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repugnm ce towards asuthorial speechifylng? She 1s speaking of
fiybrowts. relation to Tina when she says that he

really felt very kindly toward her, and would very
‘likely have loved her-~1f he had been esble to love any
one, « + « Captaln Wybrow always did the thing ease
fest and most agreeable to him from a sense of dutys
he dressed expensively, because it was a duty he owed
to his position; from & sense of duty he adapted hime
self to Sir Christopherts infloexible will, which it
would have been troublesome as well as useless to re=
sist; and being of a delicate cons%itution, he took
care of his health from a sense of duty.

[This saif«iudulaance brings about his 1nfatuaticn for Tina and en=
ables him to abide by his uncle's wlsh that he court the young
Beatrice. It 1s Anthony's egoism, then, which is a controlling
factar‘iﬁ thg plot. John Bassett points out that Eliot!'s theme
may have two aapacts: the degenseratlion following selfish acts or
the regeneration followlng loving acts:

It 1s the first of these aspects that George Eliot come
monly emphasiges and this accounts for the welghty sense

of gloom and depression which marks the greater part of

her work, & depression arliasing from the portrayal of the
dlaastrous effects that overtake a wrongdoing which fre-
quenitly has 1¢s 1ncep§ion in some seemingly harmless alw
though selfish tralt, o

Numeruus‘otb@r references to Anthony's character make his egeimn’

unmistakable,

Aithaugh Tinats loving nature is pointed out, her ch%:j
function 18 to receive the love and sympathy of another, When s

12 Ibid., 177.

13 John J. Basgett, "The Purpose in George Elilotts -
Art," Anglia, Halle, LIV, Nov., 1930, 3L7.
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recovers from the shock of Anthonyt!s death, she finds that Maynard
hes cared for her during her illness, Her character would not per
nit & marriage with Wybrow, but is rather made for the one who has
had her interest in his heart from early youth., When the musie
she lov 68 hes stirred her soul to remembrance and prompted her re-
covery, Ellot comments: "The &elidate»hendrillad plant must have
something to cling to. The soul that wes born snew to music was
born anew to lovec“lh |

When Maynard discovers Tina after her long absence from
Cheverel Hanor, he sits up with her throughout the night and com=
forts her in her bodily and mental pain., Rliot comments on thelr
personal relations and on the huian relations which have such a
great influence on men's lives: |

Mr. G11fil felt as 1f In the long hours of that night the
bond that united his love for ever and alone to Caterina
had goquired fresh strength and sanctity, It 1s so with

the human relations that rest on the deep emotional sym-
pathy of affection: every new day and night of Jjoy or
sorrow is & new ground, a new consecr a tlon, for the -

love that is nourlshed by memories es well as hopes-~the
love to which perpetual repetition 1s not a weariness

but a uafg, and to which & separated joy 13 the beginning

of pain. B

That the most satisfactory results issue from actions based on
sympathy and the most disastrous ones from actions based on egolan

will be a recurrent theme as we continue to investigate Ellotts

1, =®liot, "Mr. G11filts Love~Story," Scenss, I, 289,
15 Ibid: 3 283*2830
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novels,.

The last of the Scenes of Clerical Life 1s entitled

"Jénet's Repentance” and relates the trials, qulckening sympathy,
and later happiness of Jﬁnet‘nempater. As the story beglins, the
town of M1lby, under the leadership of Jeanet's husband, Robert, is
attempting to curtall the presching of a new Hvangelical clergy~
man, Mr. Tdgar Tryen. The agotiaticai, uell~respect§d, drinking
lawyer who is Robert Dempster has baen married to Janet fei.f1f~
teen years, but thelr marriage is marred by his illetreatment of
;Janat, who has taken to drink in an e:fo?h to deaden her sensi-

tﬁﬁxiest"lanmt 18 essentially kind, but she does not follow her
husband's views on Tryants preaching, One night she embarrsasses
Robart in front of his asscciates, wharaupnnlha turns her out of
the house. 8he seeks refuge with a nelghbor, and remembering the
sympathetic appearence of Mr. Tryan, she sandt for him, 3e;camu
forts her and wins her confidence by demonstrating that he has atﬁ
tained psaece théough faith in God and sympathy with his‘réllo!a.

Meanwhile, Dempster has an accident ;hd a consequent attack of
delirium tremens, Janet'!s sympathy is aroused, and she cares for
him in his sickness, but before she can discover if he will acaapﬁ
her forgiveness, he dles, Janet resists further inclination to

drink and arranges better living éonditiona for Mr, Tryan., When
he dies of consumption, his spirit i1s rich in the knowledge that

he has rescued Janet!'s 1ife from deapalr, and his 1ife 13 hallowed
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in the memory o6f his fellow men,

Refore considering the characters who produce the plot
of the story, let us observe the attitude of the author, the ale
truistic iiewpoint from whiﬁh she gages on the world and Lts crea-
turess |

She imegines Mrs Jerome, a friend ol Janet who has a
very kind volce, pointing out the need {ecr sympathy. She hears
him saying: "Ah, friends, this plaﬁsant world is a sad one, too,
isn't 1t? Let us help one another, let us help one another,"16
This quotation reminds the present writer of Canon Barry's 1&03.%
that @eergerﬁliét in all her novels ésema to aay: "If there is
good in store for the race, why not strive towards accomplishing -
1t? How laughable our regard for self{ how plteous, teo$"17‘

' Although the reader is not reatricted to sny one of
Eliot's books for an insight into her tolerance of religlons,
"Janet!s Repentance" shows her reasoning clearly, S3he is tolerany
of any roxigioﬁi-hich gives comfort to her fellow mén. Tha indi-
vidusl mombera, not the church aécts;'win her interestt
Yet surely,. surely the only true knowledge of our fellow=
man 1s that which enables us to feel with hime~which
glves us a fine sear for the heart~pulses that are bea -

ing under the mere clothes of circumstance and opinion.
Our subtlest analysls of school and sects must miss the

16 Eliot, "Janet's Repentance," Scenes, II, 29.

17 william Barry, "The Genlus of George Eliot," Her=-
alds of Revolt: gStudies in Modern Litersture and Dogma, Londom,
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essential truth, unless 1t be 1it up by the love that
sees in all forms of human thought and work, tae 1ife
~and death struggles of separate human beings.l
A brief consideration of the characters of Janst ahd
rdgar Tryan will be sufficlent to show the increasingly familiar
dependence on the application of sympathy. When Robert Dempster
cast his wife ocut into the streehs; she |
felt she was slone: no human soul had mesasured her an-
guish, had understood her self-despair, had entered in-
to her sorrows and her sins with that deep-sighted sym-
pathy which 1s wiser than all blame, more potent than

all reprogf--such ayggathy as had swellsd her own heart
for many a sufferer,

In reality Janet!s care for the sick people of Milby was not a ‘ 
pawerf&1 enbugh altruism'fcr her subsequent prabiems. This 1cvd
was 1nsdaqﬁ§té when the breaking point with her husband finally

came. Her,n#tﬁra required the diﬁéétidn bf a greabylove.autaiﬁo'
of self; 8ince hsr mother was not feaeble, aged, or sickly, Janﬂy
et's moral nature could not be stimulated by strong matarnalﬂfaﬂln
ing.aou Mr. Tryan's sympathy for her was &an immediate help, but it
was insuffiéiént for continued improvement of her afféetian. "ﬁho
chief strength of her nature."2l It is in the care of her sick

husband that she becomes indlifferent to‘persanél needs, for "she

was too unconsclous of herself to feel either temptations or

18 Eliot, "fanet's Repentance," Scenss, II, 55.
19 Ibid., 88, ' :
20 Ibid., 96.
21 Eﬁi&u 1570
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accusations,”22 This impetus to someone outside of selfl expands
to the altruistic and happy care for Mr, Tryan and the needy mem~
pers of his flock,23

Mr, Tryan's life has been marked by a strong "depends
on aympathy,“gh but his contact with Janet impresses upon him ane
the need for an extension of sympathy.as The role of affection 1ir
the 1ife of man, then, has two aspects, The personal need forr aynp
pathy acts as a starting point for his love towards otherss His
personal desire for sympathy provides him with an appreciatlon fon
the feelinge of othersj henceforth he should extend his sympathy
outside himself" If man's personsl need for affection is not
guided to an outward and selfless extension of love, a degenera-
tion which results in a desirs for mere gratification and eanﬁa-
wment egolsm will follow,

In her salute to the good accomplished by Mr. Trysn
and Evangelicalism, Eliot pointe to the realization of duty and
the resultant trend to altruistic‘actieﬁ:

Heverthsless, Evangelicaliam hed brought into pal-

mble exlstence and operation in Milby soclety that ldea
of duty, that recognition of something to be lived for
beyond the mere satiafaction of self, which 1s to the

moral life what the addition of a great central ganglion
18 to animal 1ife. No man can begin to mould himself

22 Ibid., 151,
2 3 Ibidu » 175"'1760

2, Ivtd., 37.
25 Ibid,, 108-118,
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on & falth or an idea without rising to a higher order
of experience: a principle of subordination, of selfe
mastery, has been introduced into his nature; he 1s no
longer gbmsra tundle of impressions, deslres, and ime
pulses,

Ellot sums up the faalings of Dempater when he loses
Mre. Jerome!s legal business by the observation that "the involunw
tary loss of sny famillar object almost alwayk brings & chill as
from an evlil omen; it secms to be the first finger~shadow of adw
vaneing éeﬁtha”ET She 18 not content with the effect the thought
of death has on the souls of ment

It 18 & ‘sad wealness in us, sfter all, that the thought

of a mants dedth hallows him asnew to usj as 1f 11fe were

not sacred toow-ag 1if 1t wers comparatively a light thing
to fall in love and reverence to the brother who has to
¢limb the whole toilsome steep with us and sll our tears
and tsnﬁarnaag were &ua to the one who ls spared that

herd Juurnoy. 8

In the world of Gsarse Eliot 1ife mash be emphasized becaaae we
can have no certalnty of the after-lifes The doctrine of conse=
quence plays a large part in her atories because justice must be

meted out in this world. Robert Dempster dies, not that the

26 Ibid., S2. It must not, of course, be concluded
that the aource ol ﬁiiat'a concept of duty could be no one other
than Comte, Wordsworth, lfor example, was one of her lasting fave
orites, and he considers duty in many of hie poems, For Eliotis

reading of Wordsworth, confer Cross, George Eliotts Life, Edine

burgh, Letter to Miss Lewis, Hovember , » 01, and Letter
to Frederic Karriaan, April 19. 1880, xxx.

27 Z&éﬂ%t L9
28 Ibide, 63.
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sympathy of Janet may be inspired-~for that action was accomplishes
dguring his illness--but because the consequences of his ill~treat+
ment of her must be revealed within the pages of 1life. Ellot's irp
sistence that we resp what we sow 1s central to her moral writingy
for she must demonstrate the reapling in thls l1life. As & product
of the nineteenth-century scientific movement George Eliot lost
her faith in the reward and punishment of an after-life, but she
retained a Positive morality and attempted to provide it with
sanctions in this 1life, It 13 her succeas, notwithstanding thils
great limitation, which marks her as & great novellst and prompts
FeWsHs Myers to speak of

the greetness of her actusl achievement, of her prace
tical workingwout of the fundamentel dogma of the so=
called Religlon of Humanity-~the expsnsion, namely, of
the gense of human fellowship into an impulse strong
enough to compel us to live for others, even though 1t
be beneath the on«coming shadow of an endless night,
For she held that there was so little chance of mants
immortality that 1t was a grievous error to flatter
"him with such & beliefl; a grlevous error at least to
distract him by promises of future recompense from the
urgent and obvious motives 05 well~doing, --our love
and pity for our fellowmen.<2 o
There 18 a reward which comes to the doer of zood, hows

ever, and it 1is bhevinfluance he has upon others and the memory of

him in thair lives, The dqctrine”of subjective immortallty 15 3&
sested by the results of Edger Tryants life. There is more than 1.

simple gravestone toc hallow his memory; there is another memoriel

" ‘ " -
188§? ega?.ﬂ. Myers, "George Eliot," Eassys--Modern,

London,
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which besrs a fuller record: it is Janet Dempster, res-
cued from self~despalir, strengthened with divine hopes,
and now looking back on years of purlity and hopeful
labor, The man who has left such a memorial behind
him, must have hbeen one whose heart beat with true com-
passion, and wse lips were moved by fervent faith,

Let us turn now to Eliot's first full-length novel,
ﬁdam Bede. It haa received high pralse since 1ts original publie-
lcatlon and is conetdered bj some oritics as "probably the most

beautiful and caﬁﬁletely aatisrying of all George Ellot's bocka!al

erald Bulibhﬁ m#intaina that, desplite isolated defects, 1t 1s a
Eook which, 5t§kan as a‘whoie; cannot be 5pbkan of except in terms
bf high raspeet.”3a | | |
o The plot has two strandst that dealing with the activi
ties of Adam Bede and his famlly and that concerned withynrthur

tonnitharne, the young helr to a great estate. Seth Bede, Adam's
rother, 1s in love with the youné‘wgthodiat preacher, Dinah More
Iris; she refuses his proposal, howeﬁar, b2cause she wishes to de-
fote her 1life to others, Addm; & young ambitious carpenter, haa a
Eecret a&miration for the lovely and egotistical Hetty sorréll,

hiece of the sharp-tongued Mrs¢,?6y§er. His friend and‘aoaiai

puperior Arthuf is also infatuat&é withlhar, and altﬁough_Arthnr

30 Eliot, "Janet's Repentance,” Scenes, II, 186,

31 Edward Wagenknedht, "The 'New! Novel: Goorge
Eliot," Cavalcade of the English Novel, New York, 1943, 321,

32 george Eliot, 181,
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resolves to give upvthe affair, circumstances and his own weakness
prevent the fulfillment of this resolution. %hen Arthur attains
his majority, a great birthday feast s held, and Adam 1s named
caret#ker of the Donnithorne forests. Arthur's affair with Hetty
has been continued secretly. When Adam dlscovers Arthur and Hetty
in a parting embrace, a fight ensues, after which Adam demands &
letter from Arthur to Hetty, in which Arthur explains that théir
marriage 1shimpoasible. Arthur goes away for military training, -
and Hétty, an.ious for any change in her crushed state of 1life,
acoeptas Adam's roposal., PFear comes into her 1ife as the marriage]
approaches, and she consequently goes in search of Arthur under
the pretense of & visit to Pinah, She is unsdle to find him, con=
templatoa’auicide,';nd 1s jalled for the murder of her newly~born
chiid, When Dinah comes to her in mwison, ashe brings her to con=
fess and répent of having deserted her child, Hetty asks forglve~
ness of Adam on the morning she is to be hanged, A short time
later 4rthur arrives with a release fram death but an order of de-
portation. Arthur's grandfather has meanwhile dled, but Arthur
tells Adnm that, bacause he 1s returning to the army to make up fog
the past, Adam should remain on the estate. Adam assents, they
part friends, and Adam la ter marr&es Dinah after her daeiding at
last that it is the Divine Will that they be joined.

In the mijor charactera‘révealea by this pastoral nove

lel, we find a tension out of which the plot organically forms it~
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Aelf. The egotistical Hetty 1s the center toward which the ma jor
male characters are attracted, Adam is unaware of her outstanding
trait and so approaches her rather nelvely. Arthur, through a
partial weakness In his nature, makes love to Hetty without think+
ing of the future consequences, Let us turn to the text for a
characterizatiaﬁ of Arthur, the person with whom many readers are
most sympathetic. '

In all justice to Arthur, and to his creator, who 18
always quick ba\pqinz out the good facets of her weak characters,
we should first ascertalin whether or not he falls into misdeeda
without a étruggla. Eliot emphasizes his active consclencet
"Nature has taken care that he shéll never go far astray with per:
fect comfort and sstisfaction to himself,">- | '

The chief motivation 1n‘£rtnur'a resolution to glve up
Hetty 1s an avoldance of scandal which would show itself in a de~
crease of the respect being shown him. He would{hate himself it
he caused such an uproar, for "/h/e could no more believe that hs
should so fall in his own esteem than that he should break both
his lsgs and go on crutches a11~the%§eat of his life, He,éauldnl
n't imagine himself in that position; 1t was too ddinus,/tqb‘unh

like him." The reader 1s not surprised to lesrn that Arthur's

33 George Fllot, Adam Bede, in The Best-Known Novels
of George Eliot, Modern Library ed., New York, N.d.s; 92
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@etermination to break up the affair with Hetty is motivated by

golsm, is an action "that he should always look back upon with
Eridé,“

It is easy to see that Arthur 1s proud and vailn, that
ra 1s consequently dependent on the opinions oflcthers. and that
comte would not therefore describe him as in the fully developed

tages of egolsm. Speaking of his friendship for Adam, Ellet, in

effort to make her analysis complete, says: ™I will not say
"lthat hie love for that good fellow did not owe some of its force
to the love of patronaget our friend Arthur liked to do every~
thing that was handsome, and to have hls handsome deeds roccgniabdﬂ
In all of her longer novels Ellot makes certain through

rapetition that we fully realize the characteristics of her main
ersonages; as a result we are certain that Arthur lived "a great
Eeal in other people's opinions and feelings concerning himsalf;”m’
She also makes certain that we do not completely condemmn those
characters who perform morally bad actions. Speaking of Arthurts
reaction to the fight with Adam and his consequent loss of Adam's

respect, shs saysg

Arthurt's, as you know, was a loving nature. Deeds
of kindness were as easy to him as a bad habit: they
were the common isasues of his egolism and his sympathy.

34 Ibid., 102, 200, 120, 126,
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He didntt like to witness paln, and he liked to have 38
grateful eyes beaming on him as the glver of pleasurs.

- It is 1impossible to describe Arthur's chsracter com-
pletely without overwhelming the resder with quotations; two out~
standing points are nevertheless obvious: his egolsm is suffi-
cient to bring sorrow into the llvea of the Hayslope citizenry,
but Hs nature is a mixed one, and sympathy directs many of his acs
tions. The fact that he 1s neither a black nor a white character
accounts for the interest in him shown by the reading yublic.

Hetty Sorrell's actions are almost entirely motivated
by egolsm, The sharp and c¢carefully-chosen words of Mrs, Payaef
present characterization difficult to forget: "She's no better
than a paaééck, as 'ud strut about on the wall, and epreéd its
tall when the sun shone if all the follk i' the perish was dying.
¢« » o It's my belilef her heart's as hard as a pebble." Why does
Hetty turn to Adam immediately after her sorrow over Arthurts de~
parture? Ellot tells us that her resolution was the convulsive
action of & person desperats for a change,’a person with ncthing
to cling to because of the possession of "a mind whére no strong
sympathles are at work." After Hetty leeaves Hayslope in an effor]
to find Arthur, sﬁe feela sorrow over what she has 1eft behind,
Is her sorrow incited by love for the Poysers, who have giv&n her

a home these many years? Does she worry about their concern over

35 Ibid., 227.
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her probably prolonged absence? Noj "/8/he thought of all she had
?eft behind with yearning regret for her own sake:; her own misery
711led her heart: there was no room in it for other peoplet!s sor=
ow."36 Ellot seldom lets her readers mistake her egoistic char-

[ctera. In the event the reader missed the polnt of the selection
just quoted, he reads this atatement a few pages later:

Poor wandering Hetty, with the rounded childish
face, and the hard unloving despairing soul looking out
of 1t--with the narrow heart and narrow thoughts, no
room in them for any sorrows but her own §9d tasting
that sorrow with more intense bitterness)

Contrasted with Arthur and Hetty are Adam and Dinah.

t 18 trus that we are told of Adam's "too little fellow-feeling
tith the weakness that errs Iin splite of foresseen consaquoncos,”38
but aside from this comment both Adam and Dinah are highly praised
nd almost perfect people., While reading the charascterization of
Each'ot them, the present writer realizes the truth of Gerald

Bullett!s acute observation on Ellot's power of character portray-

1t "If you are a character in a George Ellot novel, the chief.
hing you have to fear is your author's unqusal 1fied moral approvnlﬁ
f that cannot destroy your pretension to reality, nothing can,"39

36  Ibid,, 114115, 247, 270.
37 Ibld., 283.

38 1bid., 154.

39 georae Ellot, 182,
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Before the story is well under way, Adam characterizes
himself in a soliloquy which, though rich in dialect, 1is difficult
for the reader to take:
. YA pig may poke his nose into the trough and think o!f

nothing outside 1t; but if you've got a man's heart and

soul in you, you can't be sasy a-making your own bed

en! leaving the reat to lie on the stones. Nay, nay,

I'1l never slip my neck out ot th@hgoke, and leave the
load to be drawn by the weak uns,!

At the end of the story he is the same Adam, devold since Hetiy's
trial of the hardness which he had sccused himself or,hl but with
the same love for his fellows, When Dinah heéitates in her answer
to his proposal, he hopes that she will come to see his point éf
view?
' don't belleve your loving me could shut up your
heart; itt's only adding to what you've besn before,
not tsking away from it; for 1t seems to me it's the
same with love and happiness as with sorrow--the more
we know of it the better we can feel what other peo~
plets lives are or might be, and so we shall only be
more tender to ‘em, and wishful ® help ftem. The more
knowledyge & man has, the batterhgn'll do's work; and
feellng's a sort of knowledge,!

Eliot makes her cheracterization unmistakable by show=
[ing us Adam {rom her vantaege point. At this typs of observation
Fha is always at her beast when dealing with gray characters; the

jreader may consequently have a cloying sensat ion when he reads

L0 Eliot, Adam Bede, in The Best-Known Novels, 37.
L1 Ibid., 312,
42 Ibid., 370.
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|that
Adem had a devout mind, though he was perhaps rather
Impatient of devout words; and his tenderness lay very
close to his reverence, 8o that the one could hardly
be stirred without the other. But after feeling had
welled up and poured 1tself out in this way, busy
thought would come back with greater vigour; and thls
moraing it was intent on schemes by which the roads
might be lmproved thet were so imperfect all through
the country, and on plcturing all the benefits that
might come from the exertion of a single country gen-
tleman, 1f he would set himseﬁs to getting the roads
made good in his own district.

Dinah's plaoclin the story of Adam Bede was decided upe
on long before detalls were worked out in Eliot's imagination. HarL
function in the plot is made obvious by her actions, She refuses
Seth's proposal because of her love for others; she does not 1like
to leave H&yalape because of her interest in Hetty, but the appeal
of ministering to the people of Snowfield 1s stronger; she com=
forts Lisbeth Bede in her sorrow; she goes to Hetty in prison and
rides with her to the execution; finally she finds 1t necessary tol
hesitate over Adam's proposal because her acceptance may offend
God by taking her away from the creatures to whom she has dedlcate]
her life.uk If the reader needs any further confirmation of
Dinahts altruism, around which the story is constructed, he has
passages such as Dinsh's statement to Seth after he has asked her

to marry him: "I desire to live and die without husband or

43 Ivid., 285,
M‘- I,bidﬂ 27, 25""26s 76"8144 ’#5 and l&?t 367-371.
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children: I seem to have no room in nmy soul for wants and fears
of my own, 1t has pleased God to fill my heart so full with the
wants and sufferings of his fair people.”us Dinah's diction at
this point and throughout the story, although probably chosen bee
cause of her Methodist preaching background, does not help the
reader to accept her reality, Largely because of her moral pere
fection, the present writer considers her the signal failure in a
galaxy of outstanding characters contributing to the continued
popularity of Adam Beds. ,

J out of altruism Comte draws forth the concept of humén
soliderity. Since man can improve himself morally oniy by extend«
ing his love to others, he should fesel his solidarity with the
{rest of the race. Xliot suggests this solldarity in her‘atatou ‘
ments on the doctrine of consequences, a bellef, as we have seen,
which must be upheld by a novelist who issues no promise for a
future life. Both Adam and Mr. Irwine are d&éply aware of this
doctrin&, but Arthurts early actions are not influenced by it,
Without tha altruiatic spirit 1t 1s possible only to believe, not
to realize or to act upan the fact that trouble breads farwrlung
consequencea, Adam says to Arthurs

1I've seen pretty élear, ever since I could cast up a

sum, &8 you can never do what'!s wrong without breeding
sin and trouble more than you can eover see. It's like

L5 1Ibid., 27.
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a bit o' bad workmanship=-you never see th' end o' the
mischisef 1t'1ll do. And itts a poor look-out to come
into the world to mﬁge your fellow-creatures worse off
instead ot better,!?
FMr. Irwine 1a of the same opinion: "Our deeda carry their terre
ible consequences, gquite apart from any fluctuations that went be-
fore--conseguences that are herdly ever confined to ourselvaa.“h7
I'he advice ia clear, but the strong element of egolsm in Arthur's
lnature prevents him from following 1it.
Once man has become convingced of the solidarity of the
race, of his membership in humanity, he will become more altrulse
tic in his realization., REliot explains that there is bound to be
fespnir as well as gladneaayin the world:
There are so many of us, and our lots are so differentt.
what wonder that Nature's mood 18 often in harsh contrast
with the great crials of our lives? We are children of
2 large famlly, and must learn, as such children do,
not to expect that our hurts will be made much ofw=to
be content with litt&g nurture and caressing, and help:
each other the more. ‘

Mant's obligation to judge carefully his every action

jptems from the fact that even the tinlest action may control his

later deeds. Eliotts belief in the power of past actions on pre=~

Cent deads 13 made obvious by one of the most famous sentences in

er writings. B8he is demonstrating that Arthurts attentions %o

46 1vid., 123.
L7 Ibvid., 127.
48 Ibid., 213-21}.




68

Fetty should not be considered out of character: "Our deeds detem
nine us, as much as we determlne our deeds; and until we know what
bhas been or will be the peculiar combination of outward with in=
ard facts, which constitutes a man's critical actions, it will‘ba
tettar not to think ourselves wlse about his ch&racter."hg The in
kluenca of the past becomes more prominent in Romola, but it ia(
resent in both Adam and Arthur in Adem Bede. Ellot describes
tdam's thoughts éf Hetty on the day of his father's funeral ser- \

pice: .

But Adam's thoughts of Hetty did not deafen him
to the service; they rather blended with all the other
deesp feelings for which the church service waa & chan=
nel to him this afterncon, as a certaln consclousness
of our entire psst and our imagined futurs blends ite
self with all our moments of keen sensiblility. » « «
The secret of our emotions never liles in the b ge obe~
Ject, but in 1ts subtle relations to our past.

fhy does Adam marry Dinah at the end of the story? This tylng-up
b1 the plot was suggested by LewesSl and 1s strangly condemned by

ny crities, but Ellot jJustifies it by saying that it grew out of
dam's love for Hetty and his consequent knowledge of Dinsh: "And
dam was so bound up with the sad memories of his flrst passion,
that he was not forsaking them, bup rather giving them a new
pacredness by loving hers Nay, his loéa for her had grown out of

h? Ibidy s 2296

50 Iblds, 146,
51 Cross, George Eliot's Life, Roasehill, II, Sl.
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that past: 1t was the noon of that morningg"gz
Man's Immortality in the memory of those who follow
him 18 emphasized In Ellot's salute to the peasant artlisans such
as Adam Bede. Such men can be found in every genefation and loce
ales |

Their lives have no discernible echo beyond the neighbor=-
hood where thay dwelt, but you are almost sure to find :
there some good plece of road, some bullding, some ap=
plication of minersl produce, socme improvement in farme
ing practice, some reform of parish abuses, with which
their names are assoclated by one or two generations af-
ter them., Thealr employers werse the richer for them, the
work of their hands has worn well, and the work of their
brains has guided well the hands of other men. « «
Others there are who die poor, and never put off the
workman's coat on weeke~days? they have not had the art
of getting rich; but they sre men of trust, and when they
die bafore the work 1s all out of them, 1t is as if some
main sorew had got loose in 8 machine; the maater w 3 o«
ployed them says, t'Where shall I find their like??

The comparative shortness of the ralluwing discussion

of The Mill on the Floss and 3ilas Marner is accounted for by tha

fact that they are weaker in Comtist thought than Scenes of Cleri-
cal Life and Adam Bede. Quotations 1llustrative of the comt£a§
strain 1n the earlier two books abound, but similar aalections arap
not as common in thn two novels we will now consider.

The Mill on the Floss was not greeted with kindness by
the Quarterly Review: ‘"fndaed; we confess that; notwithstanding

52 Eliot, Adam Bede, in The Best-Known Novels, 36l.
53 Ibid., 156-157.
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nis somewhat unedifyling end, Tulliver 1s the only person in 'The
¥11ll on the Floss!'! for whom we can bring ourselves to care much.‘Bll
It has‘always been a widely=-read novel, however, and & modern cris
tie, Mr. J. Lewis May, points to its moral and aesthetic aanae,k
1ts effect on the mind and soul e&s well as the senases, as the
quality that accounts for its "unique and distinctive graatnesa.gs
The story opens with ; d&lightrully raminiaaoht‘porﬂ

trayal of the youth of open~hearted, passionate, and loving Maggi?
Tulliver and her older and more stabla brother, Tom. They. 11ve
with thelr parents at Dorlcote Mill, whieh has been in the ragily
for a couple of generations and over which Mr. Tulliver has efﬁoh
had to go to lawe The children's schooling is interrupted when
Tulliver falls 111 after losing everything in a lawsuit‘éonductcd-t
by Mr. Wakem. Tom gets a Job to help pay the accrued debtsd, while
Maggiéinur:aa’her father back toyhaﬁlﬁh. In the meantime Wakem .
acquiﬁas/awneruhip«of the mill and asks Tulliver to manags it for
hime. ‘Tuliivar 1S forced to accept, but curses Wakem snd hng Tom
swear vangeaﬁe§¥if'1t becomes paauible. Maggle begine to see |
¥akem's son, Philip, whom she had met at Tom's achool and who is
physically dotormed. Whnn Tom discovara thelr clandestine meet~
ings, he berates Phllip for his conduct and deformity and forces

sl "Eliot's NWovels," Quarterly Review, London, CVIII,

1860, 483.
55 J+ Lewis May, George Eliot: A 3tudy, London, 19304

159,
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Magele to swear that she will never see him again without Tom's
knowledges Tom has meanwhile been investing his money so that he
is now able to pay off the debts. Tulliver determines to leave
the mill; before his resolution can be carried out, however, he
fights with Wakem snd dles ﬁithnut forgiving him, Throe years laty
er Maggle tekes a vacation from her job of gpverness to visit her
mother and her ¢ousin Lucy. ZLucy is tacitly engaged to Stqphsn
guest,s friend of Philip. Maggle, with har brotherts pernis sion,
begins to see Philip at Lucy's, but she will not merry him and
thereby alienate her brother, sﬁéph@n is attracted to her; she
partiaslly resists, but they are on the first leg of an selopement
Journey before she refuses to ruln the lives of Lucy an& Philip.
Her reputation 1s beyond repair; but Philip writes his forgivenessy
and tells her of his Joy in knowing and loving her. Lucy élsa
forgives her. Maggle decides on a 1life of renunciation, bub bee
fore her resclution can be effected, a flood comes to St. Ogg’ac :
Magglie rescues Tom fram the mill, only to go to her death in hia
unavailing though loving arms,.

That the sctivity of the past is bound up with the pres
ent 18 reiterated in the action as well as the words of this sto-
rys In a charmingly nostalglc closing to a chapter devoted to thd
childhood of Tom and Maggie, Eliot points out that "/6/ur delight
in the aupshine on the deep-bladed grass to-day, might be no more

than the faint perception of wearied souls, if it were not for the
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sunshine and the grass of far-off years, which still live in us,
land transform our perception into 1ove,“56 Why does Maggle flnale
ly part with Stephen and return to S5t. 0gg's? Her recuson is the
kiost memorable and wldely~-quoted sentence in the booke She ssaya

to Stephen and to ust "If the past is not to bind us, where can

uty 1ie?" This decision arises from s disregard for self and is
Eaaed on a renunclation of "whatever is opposed to the reliance
jothers have in us~-whatever would cause misery to those whom the -
lcourse of our 1lives has made dependent on us.“57

Magglet's rejection of Stephen is her moral triumph.

Ehat nature brings about her partial acceptance of hia attentlions?
tllot reveals Meggle's nature by telling us of her reaction to the

meeting with Phillp after his long absence:

Her tranquil, tender affection for Phllip, with its root
deep down in her childhood, and 1ts memories of long
qiiet talk confirming by distinct succesa’ve impressions
the first instinctive blas=-~the fact that in him the epe
peal was more strongly to her pity and womanly devoted-
ness than to her vanlity or other egolstic excltability
of her nature, seemed now to meke s sort of sacred place,
a sanctuary where she could find refuge from an alluring
influence which the best part of herself must resist,
which g bring horrible tumult within, wretchedness
without.> ' ‘

fPhy does Maggle awaken on the deck of & steamer to find herself

56 Gearge Ellot, The Mill on the Ploss, in The Beat-
%nown Novels of George Eliot, Modern Library ed., New York, n.d.,

570 Ibid', 7’49.
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rleeing from the paest at the slde of 3tephen Guest? She was not
fclear about the situation for a moment; then the full realization
Lf its consequences comes upon hers

The irrevocable wrong that must blot her life had been
committed: she had brought sorrow into the lives of
otheras~--into the lives that were knit up with hers by

trust and loves, The feeling of a few short weeks had
hurried her into the sins her nature had moat recoiled
from-«byreach of faith and ¢ ruel selflshness; she had

rent. the tles that had given meaning to duty, and had

meade hersell an outlawed soul, wit? no gulde but the

wayward cholce of her own passion. 9

[fhere was, then, a confllet in her nature. The tragedy of her
1ife, the loss of Philip, resulted from the temporary triumph of
Pgéiam over the "faith and sympathy that were the best organs of

her soul,™ Her subsequent moral recovery comes about only when

he realizes what she has done and resolves to stamp out her ego=
sm. She explains to Stephen:

'I do care for Philip«~in a different way: I remember
all we sald to each other; I know how he thought of me
a8 the one promise of his life. He was given to me
that I might make his lot less hard; and I have fore
saken him, And Lucy-~she has been decelved~-she who
trusted me more than anyone. I cannot marry you: I
cannot take a goog for myself that has been wrung out
of thelr misery.! 1 \

IPhe 1deas are unmistaksble. In the world of Comte and Eliot to

59 1Ivid., 7h4b.
60 Ibid., 736,
61 1vid., 752.
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reject the duty arising from altruism is to bring morasl degradae-
tion, and to embrace that duty is to improve in the moral order.
What that duty is in the case of an individual 1ifs,
however, and whether a person is to be blamed for a misdemeanor i]
a2 problem that Comte and Ellot consider only in the light of ind
vidual circumstances. Comte tells us that "/T/he standard by

which to judge of actlion 1s always to be taken relstively to the

nb2

social state in which the action takes plsace, Ellot repeats

his thought in reference to her fictional creations:

The great problem of the shifting relatione between
passion and duty is clear to no man who is capable of
epprehending 1t: the question, whether the moment has
come in which a man has fallen below the possibllity of
a renunciation that will carry any efficacy, and must ag¢e-
cept the sway of a pession against which he had strug-
¢led as a trespass, is one for which we have no master
key thet will fit all ceses. The casulsts have become
a by-word of reproach; but thelr perverted spirit of
minute discrimination was the shadow of a truth to which
eyes and hearts are too often fatally sealed: the truth,
that moral Jjudgments muat remain false and hollow, un-
less they are checked and enlightened by a perpetual
reference to th £ special circumstances that mark the -
individual lot.°3 | .

Philip %Wekem finds a new 1ife in his love for Maggio;
Deformed from birth, he is naturally self-conscious and perhaps
more inclined to consider things in reference to himself than
would & physically nommal person. When he parts from Haggle after|
their first meeting in the Red Deeps, he goes home to remember thJ'

62 Comte, General View, ll.
63 Ellot, The Mill, in The Best~Known Novels, 765,
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past and to hope for a happy future despite Tom's opposition and
his own interventlion in the life of Maggle's family:

You can hardly help blaming him severely. He was four

or five years older than Maggie, and had a full con-
sciousness of hls feeling towardas her to aid him in
foreseeing the character his contemplated interviews with
her would bear in the opinion of a third person. But you
must not supposse that he was capable of a gross selfish~
ness, or that he could have been satisfled without per-
suading himself that he weas seeking to infuse some hap=
piness into Maggle's life~~seeking this even more than
any direct ends for himself, He could give her sympathy--
he could give her help., « « «+ He would be her guardian
anzel; he would do anygﬁing, hear anything for her sake--
except not seeing her,

Maggle's total influence on his life is revealed in his letter to

her after the flight with Stepheh, He extends his compiate fore
giveness and tells her of the effect she has had on his moral
growtht

‘The new l1ife I have found in caring for your joy and
sorrow more than for what 1s direotly my own, has trans-
formed the spirit of rebellious murmuring into that
willing endurance which is the birth of atrong sympsathy.
I think nothing but such complete and intense love could.
have initiated me into that enlarged life which grows
and grows by appropriating the life of others; for be-
fore, I was always dragged back from it by ever-present
painful self-consciousnesas, I even think sometimes that
this gift of transferred life which hag come to me in
loving you, may be & new power to ma."s

Human solidarity again dictates the influence of actiomp

upon more than one member of the human family, this time in Mr.

6ly 1Ibid., 622623,
65 1Ibld., 769.
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Tulliverts loss of the lawsult, While he 1s recovering from the

initlal shock, offlclals are preparing to carry out the irjinctiond

of the court:

Allocaturs, filing of bills in Chancery, decrees of sale,
are legal chaln-shot or bomb-shells that can never hit

a solitery mark, but must fall with widespread shatter-
ing. S0 deeply inherent i1s it in this 1life of ours

that men have to suffer for each other's sins, s0 in-
evitably diffusive i1s human suffering, that even just~
ice makes 1ts victims, and we can conceive no retribu-

tion that does notégpraad beyond its mark in pulsations
of unmerited pain.

The reaults of this unmerited pain can often be beneficisal eitherp
Jto the recipient or to those around him., When Maggle calls for
Tom at Mr. Stelling's school and the brother and sister return to
the mill, which thelr father has lost, Mra. Stelling provides a
lunch for thelr journey:

Maggie's heart went out towards thls woman whom she
had never liked, and she kissed her silently. It was
the first sign within the poor chlld of that new sense
which 1s the gift of sorrow--that susceptibility to
the bare offices of humanity which ral ses them into a
bond of loving fellowship, as to haggard men smong the
lcebergs the mere presence of an_ ordinary comrade stirs
the deep fountains of affection.®7

Eliot!'s journal entry for November 28, 1860, the year

pf the publication of The Mill on the Floss, indicates that she 1s

rritlng a new story "which has thrust itself between me and the

n68

bther bhook I was meditating. The new story 1s Silas Marner,

66 Ibld., 575

67 Ibid., 537.
68 Cross, George Eliot's Life, Rosehill, II, 218,
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and the ones which it interrupts is Romola, for which ahe had gathe
ered material on her 1860 journey to Italy. Eliot did not expect
this short work to be as interesting to the public as the others
had been., On February 2k, 1861, she tells John Blackwood that,
because YWordsworth is dead, she had expected no interest to be
shown 1tbunt11 Lewes encouraged her to go ahead with the portrayal
of the strong "remediasl influences of pure, natural human. rela~
tions."69 |

81las Marner 1s in general & highly acclaimed booke.

Ernést A, Baker recognizes 1t as "melodrama used allegorically to
inculc ate the perslstent lesson of the mutusal influences of human
souls," but goes on to say that "/n/owhere, however, are the dark-
er aspecta of & story relieved with sunnier humour, and nowhere
does George Ellot show an easlier mastery of the rich vernscular of
the English peaaant."7° The scene in the Ralnbow Inn 18 an object
lof sustained and sincere critical applause.7l

The story opens with an Iintroduction to Silas Marner,
for the past fifteen —ears thé weaver of Raveloe. He hed come
there after belng unjustly accused of theft in his former pa rishj
rhavlng blasphemed the ungust God, who permits such actions to go

69 Ibid., 228.

70 Ernest A. Baker, The History of the English Novel,
WIII, London, 1937, 249.

71 ¢f. Bullett, George Eliot, 208, and Leslie Stephen,
heo:gg Eliot, English Men of Leféera Series, New York, 1902, 108,
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inpunished, he began to accumulate gold by living frugally as well
ps privately., Godfrey Cass, the Arthur Donnithorne of Silas Marn-

r, 18 in love with Nancy Lammeter, but cannot marry her because

f & wife and daughter concealed in another town and known only to
is brother, Dunstan, whom he hates, One particularly foggy night
buns tan apparently solves his financial problems by stealing
Jarnert!s gold. An investigation is conducted, but nothing matore
{alizes, and no inquiry 1s made for Dunstan, who does not return
b0 town. On New Year's Eve Godfrey's wife decides to reveal her
relationship to Godfrey and sets out with her child for the SguireW
partys She takes oplum on the way, falls asleep in the snow, and
files of exposure; the child crawls away from her mother and finds
her way to Marner's cottage., Silas adopts this golden~haired
treasure, who has come to replace his guineas,and rears his Eppile
Yith kindne#n.

Sixteen yesars later we see Marner's cottage improved
through Godfrey's help and his falth in 1ife renewed through Ep=
piets love. Godfrey.and Nancy have been married for many years,
put they have no children. Nancy opposes adoption as an action
tontrary to Providence. When necoaaéby drainage reveals the miss-
ng gold and Dunstant's skeleton Iin a stone pilt near Marnert's cote
Lage, Godfrey reallzes that all things come to light, and out of
fear that Nancy will learn of the past through others, he confesses
Lo her that he is Eppie's father, They resolve to adopt Epple, but




ghe pefuses to leave 8ilas, and Godfrey accepts this punishment
for his eérly sin., When the story ends, Epple has married and
51153 continues to live with his "daughter.”

Codfrey Cass 1s not a fully developed character largely
pecause Ellot?s characterization is at its best when she has seve-
pral hundred pages with which to work. We see enough, however, to
know that he 1s of the Donnithorne and Wybrow ilk and that he was
good practice for the coming presentation of Tito Melema in Romola{
aédfray'a youthful thoughts are those of men who can "find no rest
ing-place outslde the ever-trodden round of their own petty his-
tory.” His interest in Nancy 1s dictated by the desire to fulfll
that "need of some tender, permanent affection, the Ioﬁging for
‘ influence that would make the good he preferred easy to pure
'n’.”72 The experisenced reader of Ellot knows that a deaire for
ffection is not enough; & morally good character must desire to
give of himself, not merely to receive anotherts love.
| The reader is not surpriaed‘to find that Godfrey, like
irthur Donnithorne, expects something to turn up in his favor, ex-
: bté chance to come to his rescue. His creator shows sympathy
owards her character, but she ias adamsnt in predicting the result

f his actionst

And in thls point of trusting to some throw of fortunets
dice, Godfrey can hardly be called specially old-~fashiloned.

72 George Eliot, Silas Marner: The Weavar of Ravelos,

ko The Rest-Know Novels of George Eliot, Modern Libra a,. N
) ~Kno of - , M ary ed,, How
rgrnoao’ 8670 ‘ "
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Favourable Chance, I fancy, 18 the god of all men who

follow their own devices instead of obeying a law they

believe in. Let even a polished man of these days get

into a position he 1s ashamed to avow, and his mind will

be bent on all the possible isaues that may deliver him

from the calculable results of that position. . . »

Let him forsake a decent craft that he may pursue the

gentilities of a profession to which nature never called

him, and his religion will infallibly be the worshlp of

blessed Chance, which he will believe in as the mighty

creator of success, The evil principle deprecated in

that religion, 18 the orderly sequence by which the seed

brings forth a crop after 1ts kind,73 |
Godfrey's life is marked by a happlness deserved to the extent
that he has done much to sliminate the results of his early life
and has becomes a better man., His home 1is childless, however,and
"his consclence, never thoroughly easy about Eppie," considers
this aebsence under the "aspect of a retribution,“7h When Dunstan'g
skeleton is uncovered, Codfrey reveals his past sin to Nancy. The
first part of his punishment 1s her complaint that he had conceale
it from her so long that they had slresdy been grossly negligent
in their duty to Eppis, Bitterness floods his soul as he realizes
that he has never really known his wifets true nature.75 The sec~
ond part of his punishment i{s Epple's refusal to acknowledge him
and leave Silas. The past strikes back at Godfrey, and he bows to

the continuing influence of his pest actions as he says:

73 1Ibid., 838.
74 Ibid,, 901.
75 Ibld., 903.-90L.
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tWhile I've heen putting off and putting off, the
trees have been growing-~it!s too late now. Marner was
in the right in what he sald about 8 man's turning away
a blessing from his door: it falls to somebody else.
I wanted to pass for childless onca76Nancy*-I shall pass
for childless now against my wish.' S
The seed has of course brought forth its crop, for in the Ellot
world retribution must come before death.

Meanwhile S1las Marner is recovering "a consclousness OF
unity between his past and present.“77 In his former l1life he had
"loved his fellow with tender love, and trusted in an unseen goods
noas.”78 He had lost this feeling, and until Epple's appearance
no one was inclined to say that he had recovered any of it. Aften
she comes into his 11ife, they live "together in perfect 19ve,"79
and he regains his faith in goodness, though he sﬁill has doubts’
over his o0ld religion. ‘ ”

This combination of Godfrey's egoism, which led to the
consequences of the story, end Marnert's loss and renewsl of human

love prompts Edward %sgohknecht to say that Ellot's 3ilas Marner
"/w/hether she intended it or not, . . « harmonizes well with the

general tenets of her loosely-held Comtian 'religion of

76 Ibid., 912.
77 Ibid., 888,
78 Ibid., B4B.
79 Ibid., 6891.
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Tumanityt'“ac

e have seen that all of the novels of Ellot's first

pberiod contain elements of Comtist thought. Scenes of Clerical

ife and Adam Rede are more obviously marked than either The M1ll .

bn the Floss or Silas Marner, but on the basis of textusl evidence
statement that Eliot's earlier novels were influenced by Comte

hould not be denied.

80 "George Ellot," Cavalcade, 32l.




CHAPTER IIX

THE PRESENCE OF COMTE'S PHILOSOPEY
N

I¥ ELIOT'S LATER NOVELS

Vihen George Elilot turned to the resalm of the historical
novel in 1862, she preceded her creative writing by long periods
ol intensive, scholarly, md sometimes unnecessary researchs The
resultant novel Romola has brought forth diverse reactions from
the critlcs. Gersld Bullett! maintains that Ellot's learning
eclipses her power to portray life. william Barry thinks that
Romola shows Ellot's art of invention based on research: "“The
story called 'Romola' is history made present and romance turned
eplc. What praise can be higher than this?"2 fThere can be no
doubt in the mind of the careful reader that Romola is sometimes
tedious, sometimes overly didactic, and often too preoccupied withl
history, but thb book remains, desplite these and other justified
criticlisms, what Edwsrd Wagenknecht calls’“ona of the great readi

-

1 George Eliot, 21l.

2 "The Genius of George Eliot," Heralds, 10.
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experiance§ of English flction.”3
The setting of Romola is Florence in the late fifteenth
century. We are introduced to a young shipwrecked Creek scholar
named Tito Melema, a handsome and outwardly pleasing person whose
actions portrsy what Wagenknecht terms "the most famous study of
deterioration of character in English fiction."t Tito meets

Bardo de Bardi, a blind acholar who seeks immortality for his lab<

ors iﬁfalasaical flelds. Bardo is overjoyed to find a person will
ing to help him and his beautiful daughter-amanuensis, Romola, fu
f11 his life's work, especially'ainca his son has left him. Tite
sells the Jewels he has saved from the shipwreck, jewels which
should be used for the rescue of Basldassarre, a& man who has roara$
Tito as a son snd whose wheresabouts since the shipwreck are un~‘
known. This asct is the manifestation of Tito's decision not to
leave Florence, Romola, and a young peasant glrl named Tessa,
whose trust in him has won his interest, Tito feels that the
search for Baldassarre might prove frultless; even if he were sucd
eessful, he would only return to“tha exacting life of the past,
ﬁ;en when Tito learns of Baldﬁssarre’s whereabouts from a Fra Lumﬁ
who turns out to be Romolats brother, he decldes to disregard thel.

plea for rescue, After professing his love for Romola, he fears

3 "george Eliot, Cavalcade, 325,
L Ibid., 326.
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Levelation of his pest through Fra Luce snd maerries Tessa in what
bonly he knows to be the mock ceremony of a carnival, He sends
mTessa away, Fra Luca's death removes the source of revelation, and
Tito consequently marries Romola,

Eighteen months later Tito has become a city official,
the Medicis have flown, and Savonarola!s prophecy of purification
seems sbout to be fulfilled as Charles VIII of France enters Flor-
ence, Baldassarre, Titots father, arrives in Florence; Tito den=
ies even acquaintance with him, and realiszsing that violence will
probably come, he buys a éoat of mall as protectlon against his
father's vengeance, Meénuhile, Romolats father has died, and Ti~
to's action in selling the dead man's lidbrary, contrary to Bardo*ﬁ
desire to have it preserved intact, brings’abcut a breach with .
Romola, Tito still keeps Tessa and her chlld concealed on an outs
lying farm; while he is visiting her, Baldassarre makes an unsuc-
cessful attempt on his life, Tito asks forgivensss for his denial
but 1s refused. Popular government has meanwhile come to Florenoqr
Shortly after its inception Romola resolves to leave her husband,
but gho is stopped in her flight by Savonarcl;,kwha accuses her off
violating the marrlage pledge and of éaserting Florence in her
greatest need., Embracing self-renuncistion, she returns to her
husband and her city.

More than a yeer later we learn that she has joined thé

Church and is caring for the sick and hungry, in the process of
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ghich she meats Baldassarre, from whom she soon hears the story of)
pito’s past. She also becomes acquainted with Tessa and her rela-
gionship to Tito, but before she can ask Tito's permission to livoL
apart from him, she learns that her godfather has been jalled as :[
yedicean. Tito is, of course, safe because of his duplicity, Ro
ola requests Savonarola‘'s intercession; hias refusal because orrpoﬁ»
gtical preoccupations ceuses her to 1l e her faith in him. She
jeaves Florence agaln after her godfather's axocufion. When the
people turn against Savonarola, Tito 1s also set upon by the mob,
Be eacapes from the enraged crowd by jumping into the Arno River,
put when he 1is washed ashore, Raldassarre 1s waiting to kill him,
Romola has meanwhile regained her faith in man through visiting a
towmn beset by the plague. After helping these peasants recover
thelr health and their faith in l1life, she returns to Florence,
largely because of an increased ssnse of debt to Savonarola, Wh
she hears of her husband's death, what she considers her conseque
duty promp*s her to bring Tessa and the two children to her home.
After savonarola is tortured and hanged, Romola continues to wore.
ship his memory because of hisﬂglrt to her in the form of devotion
to others.

From this outline of the story, the resder can easily
understand one critic's statement that "the dominant theme, as us-
Wal, is the contrast and conflict between unscrupulous opportuniaé

ogolsm and self-sacrificing devotlon to duty,"S the conflict

£ TV

5 Bullett, George Eliot, 21k.
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emphasized in the soclal statics of Comte's phillosophy.
Once again Eliot mekes use of her two major characters
to manifest the conflict between egoism end altruism, This diason#
aidn forms the bulk of the novel!s Comtist thought, though there

are passages in which suggestions of human solidarity and the

} J

Great Humanlty are recognigeble. The character of Tito is the cli
max toward which Ellot has been warking in the portrayals of Wy~
brow, Donnithorne, and Cass, Let us observe the change 1in this mar
"whose nature was all gpntlensas”6 but whose successive actions
brought about the evil which flows from selfishness.

Titots actions stem from the egoism of hias motivation
in 1ife. %o are prepared for his mock marriage to Tessa by Eliab'L
statement following his realization that Romola might be informed

of his past: "He was at one of those lawless moments which come tjo
us all 1f we have no gulde but desire, and if the pathway where dJ
sire leads us seems suddenly closed; he was ready to follow any
beckoning that offered him an immediate purpoae.“7 That this de=
sire 1s directed more and more exclusively to his own personal
well~being 1s stressed aspgalin and again by his creator. We are
told, for example, that he "had an uﬁéonquerable aversion to any~

thing unpleasant, even when an object very mueh loved and desired

6 George Ellot, Romole, in The Best-Known Novels of
George Eliot. Hew York. nth’ Iﬁuzo

7 Ibid., 1026,
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was on the other side of 1t,"8
then Tito decldes not to attempt the rescue of Raldas-

sarre, he sows the seed which brings about hls later actions. Theq
he asks Fra Luca if Baldassarre 1is dead,9 he reminds the reader of]

Godfrey Cass's walting for word of Molly's death in 31ilas Marnen30'

Eliot tells us of the conditions of Tito's mind after he has heard]
that Fra Luca, the only person in the vicinity of Floranee who
knows his past, 18 in puor health: “If he were only dead at Ficn
sole at that moment! The 1mporbunate selfish wish inevitably
thrust itself before every other'thought."l; Why is that selfish
wish an "inevitsble" one? The deeds of man'a past formulate his

present.acts; Tito

cared so much for the pleasures that could only come to
him through the good opinion of his fellow-men, that he
wl shed now he had never risked ignominy by shrinking from
what his fellow-men called obligations.

But our deeds are like children that are born to
usg they live and act apart from our own will, Nay,
children may be strangled, but deeds never: they have
an indestructible 1life both in and out of our consclous-
ness; and that dreadful vitality gf deseds was pressing
herd on Tito for the first time,l

8 1Ibid., 1005,
9 Ibid., 1008.
10 Eliot, Silas Merner, in The Best ~Known Novels, 871,

11 Eliot, Romola, in The Best-Known Novels, 1018,
12 1Ibid. r'y 10141].0 )
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The climax of Tito's moral degeneration 1s the denial
of Baldésaarre. When the older man clutches Tlitot's arm on the
steps of the Duomo, Tito looks at him and calls him a madman.13
This unprem e ditated action demonstrates to Tito "that inexorable |
law of human souls that we prepare ourselves for sudden deeds by
the reiterated_choice of good or evil which gradually determines
character.ﬂlkﬁ”bf course Tito mlght have followed Baldassarre and
confessed all to him, but he did not think of that resource, for
""the repentance which cuts off all moorings to evil, demands some-
thing more thsn selfish rear."ls Tito's fear did not prompt him
to thoughts ef‘removing his enemy, however:
His dread generated no active malignity, and he would
still have been glad not to give pain to any mortal. He
had simply chosen to make life easy to himself--to carry
his human lot, i1f possible, in such a way that 1t should
pinch him nowhere; and the cholce had, at various times,
landed him in unexpected positions. The question now
was, not whether he should divide the common pressure of
destiny with his suffering fellow-men; it was whether all
the rescurces of lying would save him from beéng crushed
by the consequences of that habitual cholce.l
Th@ greatness of Eliot's characterization owes much to
its massiveness. Bhe does not ordinarily characterize in one sen-

tence or in one repeated phrase, as Dickens often does. '?hsre is,

13 Ibid., 1086,
1, Ibid., 1088.
15 Ibid., 1089,
16 Ibid.
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however, one sentence in her portrayal of Tito which ls brilliant
in its concise complateness., Explaining Tito's desire to arrange
his future 1ire to his own mind, Eliot remarks: "He would have
been equal to any sacrifice that was not anplaaaant.“l7 How had

his 1ife developed to such a moral state?

Our lives make a moral tradition for our indivi=-
dual selves, as the life of mankind at large makes a
moral tradition for the race; and to have once acted
nobly seems a reason why we should always be noble.

- But Tito was feeling the effect of an opposite tradie
tion: he had won no memories of self~congquest and per-
fect falthfulness from which he could have a sense of
falling. 1

A late nineteenthecentury critic provides us with a reaction whiel

is assuredly common to many readers:

%hen the beautiful Creek awakes from his swoon beside
the Arno to find no plessant solitary lair, but the
vindictive eyes of Baldassarre looking down at him,
and the eager knuckles at his throast, the real pite
eousness and terror is not thst & young man is about
to dle, but that now the visible sesl of finality is
to be set upon thai death of the soul which had gl-
ready teken place. 9

Thus does Ceorge Ellot peﬁtray the crippling effect of epolsm on |
man's moral nature. .
In contrast to Tito we are given Romola, who 1s called

by a modern critic "a nineteenth-century positivist read into the

17 Ibid., 1126,
18 Ibid., 1179.

19 Edward Dowden, "George Ellot," Studies in Litera-
tu!'g 1282"3‘..‘11’ Sth ed., London, 18 M 21.&,60
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n20 514 who feels "aqual to any self-infliction

fifteenth century
that would save her from ceasing to love."2l W@hen her marriage tc¢
Tito proves unsuccessaful, she decldes to leave him, but her resoly-
tion is changed by Savonarola's insistence "that she cannot eacapq
her duty." It is his "active sympathy, that clear-sighted demand
for the subjectlion of selfish interests to the general good, whicl
he had in common with the greatest of mankind,” that brings about
within her "the inspiring consciousness . . . that her lot was vie-
k11ly united with the general lot." Did Romola find solace in the
dogma of Castholicism? Noj she jolned ths Churech “baoﬁuse in this
way she had found an immediaste satisfaction for moral needs which
all the previous culture and experience of her life had left hun-
gering.” She had dbubts about herself, but " /W hatever else made
her doubt, ths help she gave to her fellowe-citizens made her sure
thet Fra Girolamo had been right to call her back,” and her prob-
lem "was not to settle questions of controversy, but to keep alivﬁ
that flame of unselfish emotion by which a‘life of sadness might
|8till be a life of active lavo."az This adoption of ethics and rd-
Jection of dogma is the mark of Positivism soundly criticized by

20 Horace James Bridges, "George Ellot: A Centenary
Tribute (1919)," As I Was Saying, Boston, 1923, 103.

21 FEliot, Romola, in The Best-Known Novels, 1106.
22 Ibid,,'ll&é, 1097, 1267, 1208, 1208, 1209.
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wilfrid ward.23

Sevonarols loses his hold upon Romola; indeed when she
jeaves Florence for the second time, she feels "even the springs
of her once active pity drying up, and leaving her to barren egoe-
istic complaining.”zu These "springs®™ are renewed by her visit t4
a town afflicted by the plague. It 18 not until this point that
her altrulsm operstes on & truly Comtist basis, Prom the time ah‘
was attracted by the cry of a hungry baby, |

she had not even reflected, as she used to do in Flore
ence, that she was glad to live because she could light~-
en sorrow,==-she had simply lived, with 30 energetic an
impulse to share the 1ife around her, to answer the call
of need and do the work which cried aloud to be done,
that the reasons for living, enduring, lebouring, never
took the form of argument. : ‘

The experlence was like a new baptism to Romola.

In Florence the simpler relations of the human being to
his fellow-men hed been complicated for her with all
the special ties of marriage, the State, and religious
discipleship; and when these had disappointed her trust,
the shock seemed to have shaken her sloof from life and
stunned her sympathy. But now ashe sald, 'It was mere
baseness in me to desire death. If everything else is
doubtful, this suffering that I can help ia certain; 1if
the glory of the cross is an 1lluslion, the sorrow is

~only the truer, While the strength is in my arm I will
atretch 1t out to the falnting; while §ha light visits
my eyes they shall see the forsaken,!'®

Here is ethics without God, duty without dogma.

23 Wwilfrid werd, The Clothes of Rellgion: A Reply to
Popular Positivism, London, 1886, i

2y Eliot, Romola, in The Best ~Known Novels, 1291,

25 1Ibid., 1334.
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In the epilogue of the novel Ellot preaches Comtism

through the 1ips of Romolag

It is only a poor sort of happlness that could ever come
by caring very much about our own narrow pleasures. We
can only have the highest happiness, such as goes along
with being a great man, by having wide thoughts, and
much feeling for the rest of the world as well as oure
selves; and this sort of happiness often brings so much
pain with it that we can only tell it from pain by its
being what we would choose before everything else, be~
cause our souls see it 1s good., There are so many things
wrong and difficult in the world, that no man can be
great-~he can hardly keep himself from wickmdness-~-unless
he gives up thinking much about pleasure or rewards, ani
gots strength to endure what 13 hard and painful. My
father had the greatness that belongs to integrity; he
chose poverty and obscurity rather than falsehood. And
there was Fra Giroclamo,-»-you know why I keep to-morrow
sacred: he had the greatness which belongs to a 1ife
spent struggling ageinst powerful wrong, and in trying 26
to raise men to the highest deeds they are capable of.!

In this manner Romola received from her father and from Savonaroldg
the impetus for her personal development of the greatest good in
the world of Gomte and Eliot, altruilsm.

In 1@65 George Eliot began the least known of ail her
novela,fFelix$ﬁqltg the Radical. Despite ;he msterful presenta~

tion of setting in the introduction and the richness of the charsac
ter portrayal in the Mrs. Transome and Harold story, the present-
day reader has little trouble in appreciating this statement of a

modern eritie:

26 Ibid., 1349.
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he whole production is lsboured and unreal, It smells
of the lamp. If I were left quite slone 1in some remote
country inn, with bad weather outside and nothing to read
within but a copy of 'Felix Holt'! discarded by a previous
conla--peltie down te read 1o 31 d° met thimkc T
whet 1s the story formulated Ey Eliot from materials which Anna T4
Kitchel lists as "mixed prnduqts of its author!s memory of Englisl
provincial life, of historical research, and of an assimilation of
the doctrines of Comte . . ."?28 -
In the year 1832 the aﬁiatacratic Mrs, Transome sagerly
awaits the return to Englahd of her longeabsent son, Harold. Her
anticipated happiness iz dealt a severe blow by his immedlate an~
nouncement that he intends to stand for Parliament as a Radical
candidate. Although he dislikes the femily la wyer, Jex-myn,: he re+q
solves to use him as an agent for the campalgn. Meanwhile, Mrs.
Holt, a resident of Treby Magna, 1s also finding disappointment ix
her mn, Felix, who'h#s atopﬁed the sale of his late father's
worthless snd possibly harmful drugs and thus offendcd hia mother®s
sensibilitles, She tells her story to Rufus Lyon, the Dissenting
minister; as a consequence Fellx meets the minister and Esther,

who has been reared as hia daughter., The “clever, frank, good=-

27 May, George Ellot, 216.

28 Anna T, Kitchel, Ceorge Lewes and George Eliot,
New Ygrk, 1933, 237-
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natured egoist"29 who is Harold Transome continues his campaign,
in the process of which the reader learns that Jermyn not only corp
trols the famlly estate but is the father of the Radical candidamT
Meanwhile, Felix and fsther have become better acquainted; on one
occasion, in fact, Felix viciously upbraids the young girl for hen
shallowness, asking her why she can't dedicate herself to higher
things rather than lowering herself and the man she will marry by
the exerclse of her shallow interests. By means of a practical
joke in which Maurice Christian, a servant of the rival'éaﬁdida%e
Philip Debarry, is temporarily deprived of some pérhonal possea~
sions, Mr. Lyon sees some papers whigh make him fearful that Ese .
ther's trﬁe parentage will come to light. He 18 apprehensive of
her reaction and for this reason goes to Mr. Jermyn for legal ad-
vice. Jermyn knows that Christian 1s an assumed name, that Es~
therts father 1s desd, and that she has a possible claim on the
Transome estate. When Christian tells Mr. Lyon of Esther's possi-

ble claim--Jermyn having determined on temporary silence--the min-

ister reveals her parentags to her; in keeping with her increasing
ly devotlonal character, Esther receives the news graciously. The|
influence of Felix is becoming observable, On the day of Transome's

defeat there 1s a riot which Felix attempts to control. In the

29 George Eliot, Felix Holts the Radlical, Rosehill
Limitﬁd ed., BOﬁton’ 1 93. I‘
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course of his activity he throws down a constable who later dies
of spinal concussion. Felix is jalled for manslaughter and for
leading the riot he was trylng to queil. Transome resolves to
help'Felix when the trial takes place; in the meantime he files
gult agalnst Jermyn for mismanaging the estate. Jermyn tells
Haerold that a desth in the riot has brought about a new claim on
the estate, a claim only Jermyn reallizes. Harold withdraws hils
sult temporerily; before he can decide what to do, Christian, who
has been an active snooper, reveals that the claim is Estherts,
Esther accepts Harold's invitation to come to Transome Court,
where settlement can be arranged out of court, Shortly after her
arrival Harold resolves to marry her. REsther spesks for Fellx at
his trial, but a sentence of four jears\is imposed by a severes
judge, Her speech 18 strongly influential on the townspeople, how-
ever, and they meet to formulate a petition for pardon. It is at
this meeting that Jermyn sees Harold for thé first time sihce'ﬁaru
old's sult har been reopened. Angry words pass between the two
men, and Jermyn tells Harold that he is sulng his own father.
This effect of other men's lives upon his own prompts Harold té”
leave England. %When he tells his plan to Esther, she reveals her|
love for Felix and her consquenb renuncistion of ény claim on the
‘Transome estate. 8he returns to her father's house, where she is
walting to take up life with Felix when he 1s released from priaa;.

In the closing words of the book'!s introduction, the
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reader sees & foreshadowing of the story that is to come, The
plot will include & Mr. Jermyn and the Transome family; the theme
will be human solidarity and the effect of man's actions on those

around him:

For there 1s seldom any wrong~doing which does not carry
along with 1t some downfall of blindly elimbing hopes,
some hard entail of suffering, some quickly satlated
dezlre that survives, with the 1ife in death of old par-
alytie vice, to see 1tself cursed by 1ts woful progeny,~-
some tragic mark of kinship in the one brief 1life to the
far-stretching 1ife that went before, and to the life

that is to come after, such as has ralised the pity and
terror of men eveg since they began to discern between
will and destiny.

The author will often occupy herself with a dlscussion of thé 80~
cial changes in Treby parish. Thls interest in the setting of chazp-

acters is not par@icularly original; it is motivated in this c ase
however, by Eliot's desire to stress the oneness of the human 1ot]

These soclal changes in Treby parish are comparae
tively public matters, and this history is chiefly con=-
cerned with the private lot of & few men and women; but
there 1s no private 1ife which has not been determined
by & wider public 1life, from the time when the primeval
milikmaid -had to wander with the wanderings of her clan,
because the cow she mil&id wag one of & herd which had
made the pastures bare.:

, The time scope of this novel is determined not by the.
character who fgrniahoa the title but by Harold Transcme, The

story opens with his return to England after an absence of fifteer

30 Ibid. » 13“'11‘-0
31 Ibid., 68.
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years. ggd it closes with his departure. He comes home to assume
control of the family estate and to run for Parliament. Why does
he leave? He has psssed through a new experience; he has learned
with ahame of the conditions of his birth; he has come to a realis
zation of his membership in the solidarity of mankind:

It was the most serious moment in Harold Transome's 1lifse;

for the first time the iron had entered into his soul, and

he felt the hard pressure of our common lot, the yoke of

that mighty resistleas destiny lsid upon us by the acts

of other men a&s well a8 our own,

The characters of Esther and Felix furnish additianai 
proof of Eliot's preoccupation with the Comtist egolsm versus ale-
trulsm theme; before taking up thelr indlvidual characteristics,
however, let us read one of Eliot's didactic statements on the jay
of 1ife, this one made in reference to Mrs, Trensome's disappoint4
ment in her son

‘The mother's love is at first an absorbing dd ight, blunt-
ing all other sensibllities; it 1ls an expansion of the
animal existence; it enlarges the imagined range for self
to move lu: but in after years 1t can only continue to
be joy on the same terms as other long-lived love,~-
that 18, by much suppression of sgar, and power of live
ing in the experience of another,
The Felix~Esther strand of plot is a msans of showing the f:afluenc
of an altruistic soul on one suppreased in self.

The initial conversations between Pelix and Esther are

32 Ibia*, II’ 3100
33 Ibid., I, 31.

-
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|argely controlled by Fellx, who reproaches the young girl for not
?ollowihg her father's principles and attributes her shallowness
to "1dle fancy end selfish inclination.“Bh /e learn this perfect

hero's attitude towarde 1ife from his own 1ips in these conversa=~ .

tions with Esther:

"I don't say 1life is not worth having: 1t 1s worth hav-
ing to a man who has some sparks of sense and feeling and
bravery in him. And the finest fellow of all would be .
the one who could be glad to have lived becsause the world
was chlefly miserable, and his 1ife had come to help
some one who needed it. He would be the man who had
" the most powers and the fewest selfish wants.?35

Later in the same discussion Fellx explains to Esther that deciding
Lo become a watchmaker rather than aspiring to & higher position
pas dictated not by reward but by his altruistic nature:

tThousan ds of men have wedded poverty because they expect
to go to heaven for 1t; I don't bxpect to go to heaven
for it, but &+ wed it becsuse it enables me to do what I
most went to do on ear th., Whatever the hopes for the
world may be,-~whether great or small,~-~I am & man of
this generation I will try to make 11fe less bitter for
a few within my reach, It is held reaaonable enough to
toil for the fortunes of a family, though 1t mey turn to
imbecility in the third §8neration. I choose a family
wilth more chences in it. ‘

Fhua does the very, very good Fellx embrace humanity for the fleld

h{ his altrulsm,

3,4. Ibid. » 1710
35 E—m’ » II ] 33‘
36 Ibid., 4O.
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In addition to these remarks from Holt's lips, we have
nsther's characterization of him after her converslion to his be-
liefs. She is speaking to Harold:
" vIf 1t 1s eccentricity to be very much better thean
other men, he is certainly eccentric; and fanatlcal too,
if 1t 1s fanatical to renounce all small selfish mote
ives for the sake of a great and unselfish one, I never
ﬁgg;-gﬁ§§1n§§%§?$§$ of character really was before I
If these observations ere not explicit enough for any
reader, a few words from Eliot c¢an always be depended upon. Such
expressions as "his renunciation of selfish claims, his habitual
preoccupation with large thoughts and with purposes 1ndapend§nt of
every-day caaualties,"38 indicate conclusi#ely that Holt 1a over=
flowing with altrulsm. XEllot's realliam suffers in characters of
Holt's goodness. The present writer 1s reminded of Adam BRede, whol
is not quite so generous in revealing his desirses to better his
fellowman and who 18 consequently closer to the reality of life.
Esther Lyon is the chief developing character of this
novel, The Lnfluenuo of Pelix begins to manifest itselfl when she
casts aslde her self-love to care for her father in a more affec-

ﬁonata}manner.jg 8he still believed "that in the eyes of a high«

bred man,na young lady in Treby could equal her" in appearance,

k

37 Ibld., I, 171
38 Ibid., II, Tl.
39 Ibid., I, 214-215,
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but the disapproval of Fellx was exerting & gradual influence on
her. On one occasion we are told that she "looked unusually charuL
inge « o« ; from the very fact that she was not vividly consclous
of anything but of having a mind near her that asked her to be
something better than she actually was."™ Fellx provides her with
that necessary "mental preparation" which enables her, upon learny
ing that her true father 1s dead, to see in Mr. Lyon "the object
of & new sympathy." She promptly asks his forgiveness for not hawy
ing loved him enough.tO
Lest the casual reader should think that Esthert's re-
reneration comes from a new intersst in her father's creed of Dis«
sent, Eliot emphasizes her similarity to Romola, as she points to
morallty and not dogma as the foundation of Esther's internal
change!
Esther had been 80 long used to hear the formulss
of her fatherts bellef without feeling or understanding
them, that they had lost all power to touch her. The
first rellglous experience of her life~~the first self-
questioning, the first voluntary subjection, the first
longing to acquire the strength of gresater motives and
obey the mo strenuous rule-~had come to her through
Felix Holt.
During the time that Esther spends at Transome Court, |
Felixvie in jail awalting trial. Esther is temporarily attracted

by this promiss of a change in rank, but after a time her new lifel

40 Ibid., I, 240; II, L, 25.
L1 Ibid., II, L3-hh.
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ecomes marked by "dulness in its ease, and in the absence of high

emaﬁd; and there was & vague consciouaness that the love of this
ot unfascinating man who hovered about her gave an air of moral
ediocrity to all her proapsata.“uz Why is marriage between Esther
Tnd Harold extremely improbable? Thelr characters do not permit a
Iompatible union. Esther's better nature could not be won by this
clever, frank, goode-natured egoiah"u3 whose
very good-nature was unsympathetic: 1t never came from
any thorough understanding or deep respect for whal wes
in the mind of the person he obliged or indulged; 't
was like his kindness to his mother,--an arrangement
of his for the happiness ofh&thers, which, i1f they were
sensible, ought to succeed,.
%ho plot is thus determined by the charaotors of the major paftia
pipants,
Much of the incident in this story 1s directed to the
?ctivity of election day; in fact the riot which Fellx tries to
pontrol takes place on thls day. As Fellx goes to Treby Manor in

Lﬁn effort to save its inhal tants from the wrath of the mob, "his

ery movement seemed to him only an image of the day's fatalitles,
n which the multitudinous small wickednesses of small selfish
%nds, really undirected towards any larger result, had iaauedvin

%idely shared mischlef theat might be l‘ndﬁuzms."i’r5 The rlot occurs,

L2 Ibld., 23L.

43 Ibid., I, 154.
hly Ibid., II, 239.
45 Ibid., 119-120.
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#hen, hecause the actions of its participants are not directed to
Lny end ocutside their selfish individual existences. Evil actions
in the moral world of Comte snd Eliot originete in people whose
potivations are selfish rather than selfless:
The Hazsels of our world who are pushed on quickly against
their preconceived confidence in themselves to do doglike
actions by the sudden suggestion of a wlcked ambition,
are mach fewer than thos: who are led on through the years
by the gradual demands of a selfishness which has spread
its fibres far and wide through the‘intricatg vanities
and sordid cares of an every-day exlatenaa.h
The element of reform in this book should bs mentioned

before passing on to Ellot's greatest work. The title of this
hovel deacribes Felix Holt as a Radical, During the speech he
makes on election day, we find that he 1s more radical than the
Radical Party candidate, for he 1s not primarily interested in suf+
frage or the ballot. He follows the Comtist line as he insists
Ehat moral reform must precede political reform, that "public opin

on==the rﬁling bellef in soclety about what 1s right and what 1s
%rong, what 1s honourable and what 1s shameful"\7 must be devele
pped, and that publlc duty must be embraoad.ua That the predom-
inance of the moral polnt of view is the fulcrum on which Positive

%sliefs turn we have already seen; indeed Comte's strong .

l[.b Ibide’ 2190

417 1Ibid., 83. This opinion is not exclusively Comtian,
f course, and is held by Thomas Cariyle among others. Although
ieorge Ellot corresponded with Mrs. Carlyle, she does not seem to

ave been & student of Carlyle's works, and 1t seems likely that
er reading In Comte was the source of this ides.

l;.B ;bi(iu » ?9"86.
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opposition to communism 18 based on his antagonism towards commu--
iem's disregard of moral in favor of political refonm‘hg
Critics of literature often occcupy themselves in an ef-

fort to predict the future popularity of an authorts individual

works, As the years go by, more and more readers of George Eliot!
novels are concluding that the one work which will outlive all hes
Jothers is Middlemerch, that "magnificent book which wlith all its

imperfections 1s one of the few English novels written for'@rouno
up paoplo.“sov,ather”medein critics deglaro that 1t heas "some :
claim to be regarded as the greatest English novel of itatim&,?sﬂ
that 1t 18 "the rips st and fullest oxpoaition” of Elfot's "mind

and philosophy,"52 that 1t is the only book which "can be saild o
represent her mature geniué.“53 and that no other "novel of the :

nineteenth century . . . surpasses Middlemarch in range or cone

atruction.”sh The present writer can add only one comment to
thes e already mentioned: the distinetive pleasure of annnuntaring

Middlemarch for the first time can be exceeded only by raturning

to the book for a second perusal.

49 cComte, General View, 11l-123.

" ;] ' f :
New York, 1ggg'v;§%§nia $0élf. George Eliot," The Common Reader,
51 Bullett, George Eliot, 230,
52 Baker,History of the English Novel, VIII, 25l.
53 F.R. Leavis, The Grea Iradition, London, 1948, 61
Sl Pritchett, "George Eliot," Living Rovel, 91.
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Part of the triumph of this novel lies in its authorts

forbearance of repetitious snd didactic commentary., The reader of
Mlddlemarch is constantly aware of the intricsacles of the plot,
the strange incidents which bring the characters together, and thej
recurrent interactlion of peraonalities. Ernest A. Baker points to
Middlemsrch as &

characteristic study of humen solidarity. Our interests

ere inextricably bound up together. All these lives

touch at innumerable points; their motives and ths con-

sequences of thelr acts are interwoven to an unforseew

able and dumofoundering extent. HNo member of socliety

can have an independent existence; everything he does

affects the remainder,55 ,
Let us look at Ellot's single, unmistakable, didactic statement ong
human solidarity before reading a synopsis of the plot:
Scenes which make vital changes in our neighbours! lot
are but the background of our own, yet, like a parti-
cular aspect of the fields and trees, they become as~
soclated for us with the epochs of our own history, amd
make a psrt of that unity ﬁhigg lies in the selection
of our keenest consclousness.

Middlemarch opens with the story of beautiful, young

2_
Dorothea Brooke, who marries middle-aged Edward Casaubon, a lonalﬁ“

clerical scholar and would-be author of The Key to All NMythologies
because she feels that he understands the oraving of her soul te

serve the people around her. Bécauae Casaubon will not allow

55 Baker, History of the English Novel, VIII, 25l.

26 George "Ellot', Middlaxénrch, Everyman ed., New Yark,
1930, I, 286. ' :
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porothea to help him in his work and because he doea not return
o her the unselfish devotion she gives to him, thelr marrisge is
Tn unhappy one,

Mr, Casaubon is & rector in Middlemarch, to which Mr.
L.ydgate, a young physiclan, comes to put into practice the 1desls
bf the sclence he has learned for the good of humenity. He 1a
upported in his plans for the community by the hypocritical Mr,
ulstrode, the town banker, and in his weakness he allows himself
Lo be usad'b? Bulstrode. Ly&gatu’msots and marries Rosamond Vinw-
py, &an ambitious and selfish belle who wants him to be a "success-

ful™ man and who thwarts him in his attampté to fulfil his person-

1 ideas of duty towards soclety and science. Rosamond's brother,
red, a young blade educated as s gentleman, leads an easy, pur-
hoseless 1ife 1n expectation of a fortune to be given him by a
rich uncle., Pred loves plain and sensibdle Mary Gearth, who must
pork to help support her femily. She retums his affection but
refuses to marry anyone whose life is so useless and self~centered.

Predt!s expectations are {rustrated when his uncle leaves his fore

une to a hitherto unknown love c¢hild, Joshua Rigg. Fred is
orced by Mary and his family to try to make Qomathing of his
ife; he goss into business with Mary's father and finds happiness
n his lowly job,
Meanwhile the Lydgzates have fallen into debt bacau#o of

Rosamond's selfish extravegance and her husband!s blindness to
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what she 1s doing. There is & coolneas between them, but Rosa~-
mond's interests are temporarily filled by Mr. Will Ladislaw,
curly~headed cousin of Mr, Casaubon. Casaubon nates Will, whom
he suspects of loving Dorothesa. Casaubon becomes 1ll,and in an
attempt to complete hls life's work, he tries to get Dorothea's
promiea'to finish his labors 1f he should die. He dles without
getting her promise because she realizes the worthlessness of his
task. His will contains the condition that Dorothea is to be disg
inherited ir*she marries Ladislaw, The revelation of this clause
results in gossip; Will, loving Dorothes, resolves to go away,
not knowing that she returns his affection.

Rigg'ﬁ stepfather, John Raffles, knows that the self-
righteous Bulstrode is wealthy beca:ise of past mladeeds, When
Buls trodets first wife, who was Ladislaw's grandmother, died,
Bulstrode neglected to trace Will's mother, the rightrui heir,
Raffles blackmalls Bulstroie, who resolves to leave town in order
to avold the disclosure. Raffles becomes ill, and'Bulatrodb ale
lows him to dle. Bulstrode's past 1s revealed by gossip; conse~
quently the town rejects him., During the time that Lydgate was
attending Raffles, Bulstrode lent him money for his dabts;‘thav
town naturally assumes that Lydgate had something to do with the
blackmailerts death., Innocent Lydgate determines to stay and fch«
the disgrace, for he knows that flight will be indicative of
guilts Dorothea wants to help him, but when she comss to his
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home, she finds Rosamond and Will in each others! ams, Her feel~

ng for Will weskens her previous resolution temporsarily; neverthe-
e88 her desire to help Lydgate prompts her to return to give him
oney. Rosamond has meanwhile 1aarnéd that Will loves Dorothea}
touched by remorse and overcome with admiration for Dorothea's
renerous spirit, Rosamond tells her of Will's devotion,

Dorothea gives up her fortune to marry Will, snd their

ife 13 & heppy one, though she feels that there was something bet~
er she might have done had circumstances been different, Lyd-
fate, now solvent, goes to London, where he becomes a successful

physiclan, He dles at an early age, however, without accomplishe-

ng his aim to serve and thinking of himself as a fallure, Mary
d Fred marry and live a happy life in Middlemarch,
The story is in this way bullt around three ma jor love

nterests: that of Dorothea and Mr. Casaubon; that of Rosamond

nd Lydgate; and that of Hery and Fred. That the editorial-write
ng, curly~headed Will Ladislaw, who seems to spend most of his
ime lylng on the rugs of various Middlemarch parlors, becomes
orotheats second husband is a major blemish of the novel and 1a
in no particular way related to thn prlncipal conflicts. Although
Iborothes never feels regret for her second marriage, the rsader
joften thinks that she might better have remained single or married
a man with whom she could rise to great sltruistic heights. vhat

are the conflicts of the thrae sets of lovers? All of their




109
actions are in part determined by the Comtist dichotomy of egoism
and altruism, Let us look first at Dorothea and Mr., Casaubon.

The story is not very old before we learn that one of
Dorothea!a cardinal ambitions is to build cottages for the people
of her ccmmunity.57 This passionate longing to 'make her 1life
greatly effective™ is temporarily put aside when her interest in
Mr. Casaubon is aroused. She feels that she could ba a help to
him in his intellectual labors, and when her dreams are realized
by the latter in which he makes one of the most memorable propos=
als in English literature, she is quick to inform her uncle that'
she considers marriage "a atata of higher duties"™ accompanied ﬁy
trisls., The discerning reader is not optimistic about this marn‘
riage, for he has been told that "Mr, Casaubon epparently dld not
care about building cottages.” The marriage takes place, however
and Dorothea takes up her resl dence at Lowick with some dinappoin]-
ment that she is not in & "parish which had a lerger share of the
wrld 's misery, so that she might have had more active duties in
it."

This young wman wo "was alive to mything that gave
her an opportunity for asctive sympsthy" and whose wish was "to
meke 1ife bsautifule-I mean everybody's 1ife" concentrated her af«

fection on the man she had chosen to be her husband. His every

57 Ml 81.




110
#lsh resulted in an outpouring of her altruistic nature, and she
was especlally desirous of entering "into some fellowship with her
husband!s chief 1ntereste.“58 ¥r. Casaubon was not yet prepared
for the type of help which might inve§tigate the nature of his
work; he was, in fact,
the centre of his own worldj if he was lliable to think
that others were providentislly mede for him, and emper-
dally to consider them in the light of thelr fimess for
the author of a 'Key to all Mythologles,! this trait
e e oiaine some’ of our PLezes)

; s
The first rift between these two results from Dorothea's depres-
sion in the realization that her husband's mind is one "in which
years full of knowledge seem to have 1asued in a blank absence of
interest or aympathy."bo

Why does Dorothea respond to the kindness of Will
Ladislaw? She "felt a new sense of gratitude" because her heart
"had always been giving out ardour and had never been fed with
much from the living beings around her." Although Dorothea never
evan considers renouncing the duties of her life with Mr. Casau=
bon, “é@?hrriage, which was to bring guildance into worthy and ime
perative occupation, had not yet freed her from the‘gantlewoman!n

oppressive liberty: it had not even fillled her leisure with the

58 Ibid., 20, 32, 25, 65, 179, 193, 177.
59 1Ibid., Ti.
60 1Ibid., 17h.
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ruminant joy of unchecked tenderness," Because of this absence i3
her married life, she turns to Will; "she had the ardent wmant'a
nesd to rule beneficently by making the joy of another soul," and
w1ll was the only kindred #pirit in her realm of activity. The
result of Dorotheats interest in him is suspicion on the part of
Casaubon and the consequent strangeness of his will., Why does
her husband react in this manner? "There is a sort of jealousy
which needs very little rirés it is hardly a passion, bgt & blighg
bred in the cloudy, damp despondency of unenaydugaiam.?bl Once
again Eliot first of all forms 1deas of her charactera; they rc?
act according to thelr natures; the plot grows out of the antipa-
thy between the egoistic and altruistic personalities.

A character from a George Elict novel cannot be fully
understood by means of selected quotations; snalytical and re-
peatod?raadinga are required in order to grasp the many observa-
tions of the author who contributed so much to the furtherance of
psychologicéi character atudy in the médern novel, Mr, Casaubon'y
outatan&;ﬁg trait, can, nevertheless, be readily comprehéndeéz‘

- His experietnc was of that pitiable kind which shrinks
from pity, and fears most of all that it should be
knownj 1t was that proud narrow sensitiveness which has

not mass enough to spare for transformation into sym=-
pathy, and quivers threadlike in small currents of

61 Ibid., 195, 241, 318, 186,
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salf—pggoccupation or at best of an egolstic scrupul-
oslity, Ve

His fallure in 1ife is due to his faults in love and work, We
have seen the reason for his failure in love; the same character
defect brings about hisa unauccosuf&l intellectual labors. Doro=-
thea realized that his accomplishments were of doubtful worth:
"/I7t was not wonderful that, in spite of her small instructionm,
her judgment in this matter was truer than his: for she looked
with unbiasaad aomparison'a#é‘hoalthy sense at probabilitieu qﬁfﬁ
which he had risked all his egolém»”63 |
“ After her husband's death Dorothea takes a renewed in-
terest in the New Hospitel, a means of helping the people she had
been drawn away from. Her contact with Lydgate 1s thus increassdy
and when he falls into disrepute, she is the first to come to hls
defense: "What do we live for, if 1t 18 not to make l1ife less
difficult to each atﬁar?"eh His need "preoccuplied her desire withl
the yearning to give rellef, and made her own ease tasteless,"”
The motivation of all of Dorothea's action has become
obvious., She helps to clear Lydgate's name, lends him money,

reassures Rosambﬁ&; helps her M,ddlemarch nelghbors, and finally

62 1Ibid., 246.
63 Ivid., II, bl
64 Ibid., 273.
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marries Will I.edislaw, whom she also assists in his work for re-
form, because "/n/o life" was possible to her "which was not
filled with emotion, « + » fllled also with a beneficent activityl]

Rosamond Vincy, who, like Tito Melema, "would never do
anything that was disagreeable to her,”és 18 brought into intimatd
contact with the new doctor of high social rank through circum-
stance. Ellot explains Rosamond's position:

Ant eminent philosopher among my frliends, who can
dignify even your ugly furniture by 1lifting it into the
serene light of sclence, has shown me this pregnant lite-
tle fact. Your pler-glass or sxtensive surface of pol-
ished steel made to be rubbved by a housemald, will be
minutely and multitudinously scratched in all directions;
but place now against it a lighted candle as a centre
of 1llumination, and lo! the scratches will seem to
arrange themselvea in a fine series of concentric cir-
cles around that little sun., It 18 demonstrable that
the scratches are golng everywhere impartially, and 1t
1s only your candle which produces the flattering 1llu~
sion of a concentric arrangement, its light faelling
with an exclusive optical selection. These things are
a parable. The scratches are events, and the candle
1s the egotism of any person now absent~-of Miss Vincy,
for example, Rosamond has a Providence of her own who
had kindly made her more charming than other girls, and
who seemed to have arranged Fred's 1llness and Mr.
Wrench's mistake in order to bring her and Lydgate into
effective proximity, It would have been to contravene
these arrangements 1f Rosamond had consented to go away
to 3tone Court or elsewhere, as her parents wished her
to do, sapeciaééy since Mr, Lydgate thought the precau-
tion needless,

65 1Ibld., II, 296; 361; I, 146.
66 Ibld., 232.
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he ultimate result of Rosamond's ability to take advantage of the
ituation i3 her marriage to Lydgate.

Lydgate and Rosamond seem less than the perfect match.
hf course Rosamond!s interest in a stranger who "offered vistas of
Fhat middle~class heaven, rank"67 is fitting to her provincial
character; Lydgate, on the other hand, 1s not thinking about mar-
Fiage and is carried forward in l1life by

the conviction that the medical profession as it might

be was the finest in the world; presenting the most per~

fect interchange between sclence and art; offering the

most direct alllsnce between Iintellectual conguest and

the social good. Lydgate's nature demanded this combina
tion; he was an emotional ggeature with a flesh-and~-

. blood sense of fellowship.

fnowing that Lydgate possesses "a generous resolution that his ac-
tion should be benseficent,” we might be surprised at his interest

in Rosamond did we not also know that his "mind is a little Spouwd

tith commonness,” In what do these "spots of commonness” consist?
liot tells us later that they are made up of "personal pride and
foreflecting egoism.® Lydgate's fate in the Comtist fictional
vyorld of Eliot 18 settled; he will fail in his medical labors for
the good of others.v

Turming to the merried 1ife of the Lydgates, we see

that its partial failure is largely due to the "vague exactingness

67 Ibidng 11450
68 1Ivid., 126,
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b egoism" in Rosamond!'s personality. Their fkst child, for ex~
mple, 1s born prematurely because Rosamond insisted on riding

E;rseback when her husband had forbidden this folly. Why did she

defy him by this spparently senseless act? "What she liked to &

raa to her the right thing, and all her cleverness was directed to

petting the means of doing it." Bhe has no appreclation for his

tcientiric work and makes no effort to understand his ambitions;

or these reasons she does not care for "his moodiness~a name

hich to her covered his thoughtful preoccupation with other ob=
Eacts than herself." The reason that Lydgate has such trouble ex-
blaining their mutual debts to her is that "she was quite sure
that no one could justly find fault with her," that "ne woman
#ould behave more irreproachably than ah@¢"69

Much of Rosamond's difficulty in marriage stems from
Ror interference with her husband's plans for economys She se~-
Tratly writes to his uncle, Sir Godwin, for example, and asks him
for monsy. When he refuses her request in a letter to Lydgate, a
gcene results during which we are furnished with Rosamond's chay-
gcteristic reaction: |

Sir Godwin's rudeness towards her and utter want of ,
feeling ranged him with Dover and all other creditors--
disagreeable people who only thought of themselves,

ard did not mind how annoying they were to her. Even

her father was unkind, and mizsht have done more for
them, In faet there was but one person in Rosaemond's

yso0. 69 Ibid., 1, 129, 130, 3063 11, 153, 138, 139, 145,
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world whom she did not regard as blameworthy, and that
was the graceful creature with blond plaits and with
1ittle hands crosszed before her, who had never expressed
herself unbecomingly, mad had slways acted fop the best--
the best naturally belng what she best liked.
It is this tralt of her character which causes her dlssatisfaction
with marriage: WwWill Ladislaw

would have made, she thought, a much more sultable hus-

band for her than she had found in Lydgate. No notion

could have been falser than this, for Rosamond's dis-

content in her marriage was due to the conditions of

marriage itself, to its demand of se1f~supprasgian and

tolerance, and not the nature of her husband.’
Rosemondts inabllity to take up an exlstence outside her own marksg
her failure in 1ife. | |

Lydgatets "spots of oammohnasa” have not yet overcome

his altruiam, hcwevsr, and he conttnuak his work at the hospital
after his marriage. His hospital work provides no income, his |
practice 1s not flourishing, his expenses are unnecessarily high,
and his relationship with Rosamond is increasingly stralned; the
result iz debt and discontent. This discontent was "the sense
thét theré was a grand existence in thought and effective éction
1ying around him, while his self was being narrowed into the mis-
erab1e 1a01at1oﬁ”of egoistic fears, nd valgar anxietlies for eventp
that might allay such fears." Yet Lydgate does not sink to exclud

sive preocoupation with self, After he hasa accaptaé the loan fraq

70 Ibid., 21l.
71 Ibid., 290.
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Bulstrode which appears to be a bribe following the subsequent
death of Raffles, he refuses to attempt acquittal for himself by
accusing another "crushed fellow-mortal." This refusal is motl-
yeted partially by pride but also by fellow-feeling.

Lydgatets resolution to explain to Rosamond the facts
behind his disgrace 18 not carried out. "/H/e had almost learned
the lesson thgt « » o« because she came short in her sympathy, he
must give the more," but when ahe once agaln proposes that they gd
to London, he falls to spesak, His sympathy 18 not strong enocugh;
the conflicting qusal itiles of pride and egoilsm win out, "Perhaps,ﬁ
says Eliot, "if he had baen atrong enough to persist in his deter-
mination to be the more becsause she was less, that evenlng might
have had a better 1saua.“72 Perhaps 1hdaed, but "spots of common-
ness" result in a weakening of such determinstion. What is the
subseguent course of Lydgate's life?

He died when he was only fifty, leaving his wife and chil-
dren provided for by a heavy insurance on his life. He
had gained an excellent practlice, alternating, according
to season, between lLondon and a Continental bathing-place;
having written a treatise on Gout, & dlisease which haa a
good deal of wealth on 1ts side. Hia skill was relied on
by many paying pe tlents, but he always regarded him%glf &
failure: he had not done what he once meant to do.

Dorothea and Lydgate are obviously the central charac~

ters of Middlemarch. Their lives take up the greater part of the

72 1Ivid., II, 195, 279, 294, 295.
73 Ibild., 360.
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book and engross most of the reader's attentlion. There 1s a third
love affair, however, a courtship and alliance which, though not
80 deeply investigated es the other two, nevertheless shows the
meeting of egoistic and sltruistic natures.

When Fred tells Mary Garth that he will be unable to
pay her father what he owes him and that Mary's savings will be
needed at home, Maryts thoughts go not to her own changed positidn
but to her family, "all the consequences at home becoming present
to her.”7h Part of the following conversatlion between Mary and
Fred shows both her character and her opinion of his: -

*T am 80 miserable, Mary-~1f you knew how miserable
I am, you would be sorry for me,!

'There are other things to be more sorry for than
thaete But selfish people always think their own dlscom=-
fort of more importance than gny%ging else in the world:
I see enough of that every day.!

Much of Fred!s later action in assisting Mary's father and finding
his place in the world can be traced to the upbraiding she gives
him on this occasion: M"How can you béar to be so contemptible,
when others are working and striving, and there are so many things
to be done~~how can you bear to be fit for nothing in the world
thet 1s useful?n76 |

Many of Fred's doings, including the request for a

74  Ibid., I, 222,
75 Ibid., 223.

76 _Ibld., 22,
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loan from Mr. Garth, 1lssue from his membership in that club of
"young gentlemen whose consciousneas is chiefly made up of their
own wishes," and his conviction "that he at least {(whatever might
be maintained about mankind generally) had a right to be free from
anything disagree&bla."77 After he has indebted himself to Garth,)
Fred feels confident that
he should meet the bill himself, having ample funds at
disposal in his own hopefulness, You will hardly de-
mand that his confidence should have a basis in exter-
nal facts; such confiderce, we know, is something less
coarse and materialistio: it is 8 comfortable disposi=
tion leading us to expect that the wisdom of providence
or the folly of our friends, or the still greater mys-
tery of our high individual value in the universe, will
bring about agreeable issues, such as are conslstent
wi th our good taste in coatuma,‘avg our general prefer~
ence for the best style of thing. :
. Two elements serve to cause Fred's morsl regeneration.
They are the love that he has had for Mary since they were chil-
dren (for "he was certainly an affectionate fellow“79) and the
realization that he would have to stop thinking about himself and
turn to some useful task, The aécond element comes from a speclifs
ic event, Mrs. Garth's bitterness in hear ing about his 1nability
to pey the. loan, The result of her reaction is that

ahs had made Fred feel for the first time something like
the tooth of remorse. Cyriously enough, his pain in the

77 Ibid., 10L4, 202,
78 1Ibid,, 200,
79 Ibid., 120,
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affair beforehand had consisted almost entirely in the
sense that he must seem dishonourable, and sink in the
opinion of the Gearths: he had not occupled himself with
the inconvenience and possible injury that his breach
might occasion them, for this exercise of the imagina-
tion on other people's needs is not common with hopeful
young gentlemen, Indeed we are most of us brought up
in the notion that the highest motive for not doing a
wrong is something irrespective of the beings who would
suffer the wrong. But at this moment he suddenly saw
himselfl as a pitigul rascal who was robbing two women
of their savings, S0

After Mary and Pred have settled down in marital bliss,

red is quick to admit that Mr, Fearebrother, a Middlemarch curaté,
as worthler of Mary than himself., MNary agrees, saying, "To be
ure he was, and for thst reason he could do better without ma¢"81
he truth of this rather pleyful statement is seen in thaiinfluw
lence of Mary's altrulism on the partigily selfish nature of Fred,
-1 nﬁture which, though affectionate, needed ths love and sncour=
lpgement capable of drawing its interests awey from self.

The Bulstrode eplsode shows the overpowering influence

f the past on our present lives more directly than the story of
ydgate. In one of the ﬁarvelously apt mottoes with which Eliot
refaces her chapters, we are told that

Our deeds still travel with us from afar, 8
And what we have been makes us what we are. 2

80 Ibid., 218,
81 1Ibid., II, 360.
82 Ibld., 245,
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Bulstrode's action in lending money to Lydgate and allowing his
servant to glve liquor to the suffering Raffles erises from his
past behavior and the consequent fear of exposure; 1t demonstrateq
the oneness of our lives and the consaquencas‘or evil deeds:

It was not that he was in danger of legal punish~
ment or of beggery: he was in danger only of seelng dis-
closed to the judgment of his nelghbours and the mourne
ful perception of his wife certaln facts of his past
life which would render him an object of scorn and an
opprobrium of the religion with which he had diligently
assoclated himself, The terror of being judged sharpens
the memory: 1t sends an inevitabls glare over that
long-unvisited past which has been habituslly recalled
only in genersal phrases, Even without memory, the 1ife
is bound into one by a zone of dependence in growth and
decay; but intense memory forces a man to own his blame~
worthy past. With memory set smarting like a reopened
wound, 8 man's past 1s not simply a dead history, an outw-
worn preparation of the present: 1t is not a repented
error shaken loose from the l1life: 1t 18 a still quiver~
ing part of himself, bringing shudders and bhitter fla-
vours and the tinglings of a merited shame,83

The Catholie Church teaches that the reward of the ori-
ginal Theresa 1s union with God in an eternal heaven; George Eliot
rejects this reward, which she cannot "poslitively" prove, and
states that the reward of her Theresa is to bs found in the lives
of those who follow her, in the subjective immortality which she
gains by her altrulstic conduct:

he effect of her being on those around her was incal~
culably diffusive: for the growlng good of the world
is partly dependent on unhlstoric acts; and that things

are not so 111 with you and me as they might have been,
is half owing to the number who lived falthfully a hidden

83 Ibid., 166.
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life, and rest in unvisited tombs.ah
The fact remains that Dorothea partially fails in at~
tempting to fulfil her high &ims and that Lydgate almost complete-
1y fails in his. Is there an explanation for these reversals?
Yes, despite the truth "that 1f we had been greater, circumstance
would have been less strong ageinst us,"85 we are still young wher
we first feel *the hampering threadlike pressure of small soclal
conditions, and their frustrating complexity.“86 Two final re-
marks will 1ndi¢ate the way in which we must look upon these part
ial fallures:
Thoy /the determining scts/ were the mixed result of
young and noble impulse struggling amidst the condi=-
tions of an imperfect soclal state, in which great feel ~
ings will often take the aspect of error, and great
faith the aspect of 1llusion. For there is no creature
whose inward being is so strong thaé it 18 not greatly
determined by what lies outside 1,57 ” | {
The standard by which to judge 6f action is always to

be taken relatively Eo the social state in which the
action takes plaaa.a

4
The first quotation ia from Eliot and the second from Comte.
Dorothea and Lydgate are living in an imperfect social structure;

they sre in conflict with an imperfect humanlty in which egolsm ig

8l 1bid., 364,
85 Ibid., 140,
86 1Ivid., I, 158.
87 Ibid., II, 363.

88 comte, General View, ll.
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still rampant; the relativism of the Positive philosophy requires
that individuals be judged in thes light of existing circumstancesy
Here 18 & deterministic strain within Positivism, but 1ts nature
does not destroy free willt man's duty to humanity must be care
ried out voluntarily. Although our actions may be determined by
surrounding circumstances, we can freely choose to labor for the
improvement of these circumatances. ,v

Eliot?!s last novel, Daniel Deronda, has received both
praise and blame from the critics. The more common reaction is
to mentioh the book in connection with its predacoéuor in a phrase
such as "the interest of Middlemarch, and of its very inferior

though still romarkabla BuUCCOB30Y ﬂanial Deronda."ag Ernaat A

Baker refers to it as "all treatise” and says that "/I/t wes as 1f]
she had written heraself out, so far as fiction is conee;ned.“go
Oscar Browning, on the other hand, considers Eliot's la st novel éq
be her greatest triumpht

To me 'Daniel Deronda' is one step further upwarda
in a career of a soaring genius who was destined, if life
was spared, to achleve greater heights than any to which
it had yet risens It 18 the result of the normal and reg-
ular growth of unrivalled powers which were sver sesking
subjeets more and more worthy for their exercise, It 1s
as superior to tAdam Bede' as 'Hamlet! 1s superior to
tMuch Ado About Nothing.'! It is an effort to realize the
highest purposes of art, to seize the strongeat passions,

89 Riochard Holt Hutton, "George Eliot as Author,"
E@saaza on Some of the Modern Guides of English Thought in Matters

8 tﬁ: men, mm
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the loftiest heights and the lowest depths of human nae
ture, If 1t falls in execution it is because the task
cannot yet be accomplished, But 1f the work is ever to
be done, the way must be paved by partial failure. It

13 better to have tried and feiled, than never to have
tried at all.91

Mr. F. R, Leavis sees in thls production s remarkable assoclation
of strength with weakness. After considering the Darcndaoﬁordecaﬁu
Mirah story as the bad side of the novel, he goes on to sayt

By way of laying due stress upon the astonishingly cone
trasting strength and fineness of the large remainder,
the way in which George Ellot transcends in it not only
her weakness, but what are commonly thought to be her
limitations, I will meke an assertion of fact and a
eriticel comparison: Henry James wouldn't have written
The Portrait of a Lady if he hadn't read Gwendolen Har~
Yeth (as I shall call the good part of Danlel Deronda),
and, of the palr of closely comparable works, George
Ellotts has not only the distinction of having come
first; 1t is decldedly the greater,92

Daniel Deronda traces a portion of the lives of Gwen-

doleh’ﬁarleth and the hero who proﬁides the book with 1ts title.
As the story opens, Gwendolen 1s playing roulette at a Continenta]
gembling resort. The disapproving eyes of Deronda seem to change
her luck, and she loses her ea:iier winnings. A letter announciné
finsneial loss in hér faﬁlly calls her homa§ she leaves immediates-
1y without~m§eting Deronda, The reasons for her prasénca at the
gaming table are then revealed. She is the young, spoiled, ego= |
istic daughter of a Mrs. Davilow. Having rejected the sult of a

nelghbor, she bescomes attricted to Henleigh Grandcourt, the

91 Life of George Eliot, 1Lk.
92 Leavis, Great Tradition, 85.
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hephew of Deronda's guardisn, Sir Hugo Mallinger. Before she can
laccept his proposal, ahebia informed that he has four children by

Mrs. Glasher, who desires to marry him. Gwendolen flees from
ngland, and for this reason 1s seen by Deronda on the Continent.
| peronda 18 ignorant of the details of his birth., He
|suspects that Sir Hugo is hia father, but his love for him pre-
vents direct questioning, Out of this wonder over his birth end
the suspiclon that he has been wronged arises his sympathy with
all who have been wronged. Just before ssceing Gwendolen for the
first ﬁim@. Deronda saves a young Jewess, Mirah Lapldoth, from
committing sulcide and entrusts her to the care of friends, She
had retufnad to England looking for her mother and brother, from
whom sha had been separatad by a cruel father many years before.
'  Meanwhile, Gwendolen has returned to her family end is
shocked by their lack of money. She resolves to take up'aingingv
or acting, but her mind is changed by a professional friend who
tells her that she will be no better than madiaefai ghe ls re=
signed to becoming a governess when Grandcourt, who had followed
heé to Burope, returns to England and asks if he may see her, Shel
grants his request, determined to refuse him, but the vision of a
new 1ife overcomes her resolution, and she accepts his proposal,
she thereupon dezides that she will see to it that Grandcourt's
mistress ls wollatraated. Before her merriage she meets Deronds,

and they get along well, On the night of the wedding ceremony
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ahe receives e package from Mrs, Glasher., In 1t are diesmonds be~
longing to Grandcourt and a note calling down a curse upon Gwen~
dolen, From this time on she is completely in Grandcourt's power,|
not realizing that this consummate epoist 1s well aware that she

possgessed knowledge of his past 1life before she marrised him. 3he
turns to Deronda for helpj his advice 1s that she find interests

outside herself, ,

‘In the interim Deronda has arranged for Mirah to glve
singing lessons as a means of supporting herself. In his search
for her m&thgr»and brother he has met Mordecal, a fervent Jew who
13 seeking a young helr to receive the heritage of his mind and
who refuses to believe that Deronda is not a Jow. MNordecai, who
hes a consumptive disease certaln to bring early death, is con=:
vinced that Deronds is meant to fulfil his great ideal, a rajurbun
ation of the Jewish rsce, 2 rising up of the ahmien people into a
new ngtian which would reconcile the East and the West. Deronda
scon learns that ﬁardiaal is Mirah's long-lost brother and that
their mother is dead. He unites the brother and sister, who ree
Joice in thelr new happilness.

Gwendolen continues her distant worship of Deronda,
She is miserable in her submission to the iron will she had plamed
to rule. One of her private conversations with Deronda 1s inter~ |
rupted by Grandocourt, who thereupon decldes to take his'vife away
from Deronda, They leave for a xoditarranoén yachting trip a
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Lhort time later.

~ peronda is called to Cenoa by a letter from his mother.
He learns that his father, who 1s dead, was a Jew and that his
#nothor wanted to save him that ignominy. He exults in being adble
to embrace his heritage and duty, but before mturning to Mordecal |
Lnd’ Mlirah, he meets the Grandecourts. Later the same day Grand- i
court is drowned while boating with Gwendolen; she accuses herself
of guilt because of her desire H r his death.s Deronda comforts
her by saying that her evil thoughts were momentary and that she
could in no way have saved him, Deronda returns to England, vharcr
upon he goes stralght to Mordecai, whom he tells that he will de~
vote his 1ife to the Jewlah race. He learns that Kirah loves him,
and they are marrieds In the meantime he has given further com=
fort to Gwendolen; accordingly on his wedding day he recseives a
1ab§ar from her in which she repeats her desire to make her 1ife

‘bettor and her gratitude for having known him, MNordecal dies cond
11‘.‘:4:!;:1:1*&: that he has breathed his soul into Deronda and that they
will live together. MNirah and Deronda leave for Palestine to try
to weke true the dream of a rest ored Jewish nation.

We can easily see that there are two strands of ploti
the Gwendolen, Grandcourt, ;Deronﬁa ,themo is eminently good and
characteristic of Eliot, but the Mirah, Hordecal, Meyrick theme
18 "conslstently forced and false,”93 one oritic tells us ‘that

93 Bullett, George Ellct, 205.
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“[E?ho cold, deadening, snaky qualities of Grandecourtt's egoism be=-
come repellent to Gwendolen only as the opposing warm, vivifying,
sympathetie altruism of Deronda begins to stream upon hnra“gh
These three characters will be our principal intireat.

When the pr.iant writer read Daniel Deronda for the
first time, he had Jjust completed Eliot's earlier novels., Before
he started the second chapter, he knew that the book would be cen=
tered on an egoisme-altruism conrlict’betwean>6wnnﬂolen and Derone
da, that much of his atténtion would be directed to "the struggl~
ing regenerative process in her which had ngnn with his action9H -
Let us investigate the character of Gwendalou Harleth, o

ThisEyauag'glrl who "rejoiced to faai_harsolf excep~ e
tional® and who was filled with the "inboran energy ofvageiatia
desire™ is obviously going to be a character of momentous and
sslf«centered action, Her deep "sense that so exoapﬁional & perw
son as herself could hardly ramain in ardinnry circunmstances or
in a soclal position less than adventageous" prepares us to be-
1ieve her statemsnt on her life's plan: "My plan is to do what
pleases ma."qé Not so obvious in the early pages of the story is
Eliot's hint that Gwendolen's character is capable of

" 9l Bonnell, "George Eliot," Charlotte Bronte, etc., 160,

95 George Ellot, Daniel Derondas, Warwickshire ed.,
Beston, 1909, III, 329.

96 Ibidop I, ?lj 51-"! 27’ 9""‘
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regeneration; apeaking of her feelings, Eliot sayss
We cannot speak & loyal word and be meanly silent, we
cannot kill and not ki1l in the same moment; but a mom-
ent is room wide enough for the loyal and mean desire,
for the outlash of a murderous %hought end the sharp
backward stroke of repentance.9 |
Eliot 1s subject to criticism for mentioning Gwendol-
en's egolsm over and over again in the early pages of the book,
Two examples, at least one of which is strikingly done, indlicate
thls rapetihiéusnsssz
And if she had heard her immediate acquaintances cross-

examined as to whether they thought her remarkable, the
first who sald 'No!' would have surprised her. S

I R R
?ﬁii;mgtgﬁﬁ gggagg:nngggu:zggagaggb;?6§k.harsalftblama~
Part of the possible justification for this emphasis on
Gwendolent's egoism 13 Eliot's desire to explein her marridge to
|Grandcourt, Why does Cwendolen marry the man whom she had flown
from when first informed of his mistress and children? Her mot~
ives are ﬁixég, The bad ones ars egolstict "That intoxication
of youthful egolsm out of whioh she had been shaken by trouble,
humiliation, and & new sense of éulpability, had returned upon her|
under the newly fed strength of the old fumes," The basic reason

for acceptance 18 seen in her words, “[E?#erything is to be as I

97 Ibid., 55.
98 1Ibide, T, 339; II, 53.
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 1ke,"99 She is elso thinking of her mother, however; there 1is

Llove in her heart. £&he speaks to Derondas

'Poerhaps you may not quite know that I really did think

& good deal sbout my mother when I married 1 was self~

ish, but I did love her, and feel about her poverty,

and what comforted me most at first, when I was misar*loc
able, was her being better off because I had married.!

pther statements show us conclusgively that she had her mother's in-
tereat in mind when she married.1°1 Was she consequently unaware

rf personal gullt? Certainly not:

And Gwendolen, we know, was thoroughly aware of
the situation. She could not excuse herself by saying
thet there had been a taclit part of the contract on her
side~~namely, that she meant to rule and have her own .
waye. With all her early indulgence in tLue disposition
to dominate, she was not one of the narrow-bralned women
who through 1life regard all thelr own selrllsh demands
as rights, and every c¢lalm upon themselves as an Injury.
She had & root of conmsclence in her, and the process of
purgatory had begun for her on the gresn earth: she
knew that she had been wrong.:

‘Gwendole n's regeneratlion begins after her r&alizatian~

¢L Grandcourt!s egoisms

. And all the while this contemptuous veto of her
husband's on any Intimacy with her family « « « was
rousing more ilnclination towards them. + « + And here
perhaps she was unauusoicualg finding some of that
mental enlargement. « + o

99 1Ibid., II, 113, Ll1.

100 Ibid., III, 322.

101 Cf. ibid., I, 13L, 329; I, 39.
102 Ibid., IIX, 181,

103 Ibid., 6-7.
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From Crandcourt she turns to her family and most of all to Deron=-
da: "If you despalr of me, I shall despalr. Your saying that I
should not go on being selfish and i, norant has been some stirength
to me."loh She turns to him after her husband's drowning; these
comments show the effect ﬁla sympathy has héd‘uﬁan beb:

He held 1t likely that (wendolen's remorse aggravsated
her inward gullt, and that she gave the character of
decisive action to what had been an inappreciably ine
stantaneous glance of desire, But her remorse was the
precious sign of a recoverable nature; 1t was the cul-
mination of that self-disapproval which had been the
awakening of a new life within her; 1t marked her off

- from the criminals who§8 only regret 1s failure in sec~
uring their evil wish. 5 :

By the end of the story she is

experiencing some of that peaceful melancholy which
comes from the renuncistion of demands for self. . « «
There is a way of looking at our 1life dally as an es~
cape, and taking the gquiet return of morn and evening--
8tlll more the star~like ocut-glowing of some pure fel-
low~fealing, some generous impulse breaking ocur inward
darknesas-~as a salvation thet reconciles us to hard-
ship, Those who have & sclf-knowledge prompting such
self-accusation as Pamlet's can understand this hablt-
ual feeling of rescue. And it wes fblt by Gwendolen as
ahe lived through and through again the terrible his~
tory of her temptations, from their first form of il-
lusory selfe-pleasing when she struggled away from the
hold of conscience, to thelr latest form of an urgent
hatred dragging her towards 1ts satisfaction, whille
she prayed and cried for the help ¢f that consclence
which she hed once forsaken. She was now dwelling on
every word of Deronda's that pointed to her paat de-
liverance from the worst infliction of it on others,

104 Ibid., 28.
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and on evggy word that carried a force to resist self-
despair.l

On the day of Deronda's wedding to Mirah, Gwendolen writes to him:

"I have remembered your words-~that I may live to be one of the

taat of women, who make others glad that they were borne « » « It
8 better~~it shall be-better with me because I have known you."

Is Gyehdol&n'a regencration in any way attributable to |
dogmatic religion? Obviously not; Deronda is her priest, and‘his‘

Bltruist 18 her newly found creeds "Mrs. Grandcourt . . . was,

o far as,ﬁéstoral care and religicus fellowship were eoncerned,'
[n as complete a solitude a8 a man in a lighthouse,"107 o
Let us look briefly at the character of Orandcoﬁrt,
*ice-cold in his egolsm, ice-cold and aelf—surficieﬁt,,anglking
Heathe o« ¢« ¢ His own will is the one law of his being. He is a
ure egoist, and therafore incapable of 1ova.”1°8 Grandeourt,
Ehoae mind has become “roducadrta the barrenness of a fastidious
pgoism," "was not jealous of anything unless it threatened his
Bastery~awhieh he did not think himself likely to losé." His mar-
fflage to Gwendolen 1s marked by this iron will, and thelr life to-

Eather is a fallure largely because "he had no imagination of any-
hing in her but what affected the gratification of his own

106 Ibid., 363-36l.
107 Ibid., 384, 87-88.
108 Bullett, Ceorge Eliot, 20G.
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wi11,7109 People who do not bow to his desl res are classified as
brutes: |
é¥7a did not care a languid curse for any one's admira-

on; but this state of not-caring, Jjust as much as de-
sire, required 1its related object--namely, a world of
admiring or envying spectators: for if you are fond of
looking stonlly at smiling persons, the persons must be
there and they must smile-~a rudimentary truth which is
. surely forgotten by those who complain of mankind as gen-
erally contemptible, aince any other aspect of the race
must dlsappoint the voracity of thelr contempt, 110
"Like all proud, closely~wrapped natures" Grandcourtts “viev of
things was considerably fenced in by his genersl sense, that what
suited him, others must put up with, There 18 no eacaping the
fact that want of sympathy condemns us to a ¢orresponding stuplde
ity." Crandcourt, 1n'aummary. "had all his 1ife had reason to
take a flattering view of his own atcraetivensas, and tc place
himself in fine entithesis to thn ‘men who, he saw at once, must
be revolting to a woman of taste."11l gHis contempt for his fellow
man had given rise to an afinity with Gwendolen's feelings befarﬂ.
their marriage,llz but her better nature is gradually reasserting
itselfl at the end of the story.

Danlel Deronds*s aympathy is 5o extensive that it

109 Eliot, Daniel Deronda, II, 3, 69; III, 16,
110 Ibids, 59. o

111 Ibid., 73, 75-76, 183.

112 Ibid., 183,
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almost prevents his acting in a forceful manner:

His early-wakened sensibility and reflectiveness had

developed into a many~-sided sympathy, which threatened

to hinder any persistent course of action: aa soon as

he took up any antagonism, though only in thought, he

seemed to himself like the Sabline warriors in the memor-

able story--with nothing to meet his spear_but flesh

‘of hias flesh, and objects that he loved.ll3
His belief that "affection 18 the broadest basils of good in life"
grows out of a youthful "fervor of sympathy, ean activity of imag=-
ination on behalf of others, which did not show 1tself effusively,
but was oontinually seen in acts of considerateness that struck
his comﬁanions as moral eccentricity,” His nature is such that
when Gwendolen pours forth her gullty thoughts to him, he enters
into her conflicting feelinga: "he was Iin one of those moments
when the very angulsh of passionate plty makes us ready to choose
that we wlll know pleasure no more, and live only for the stricke
en and afflicted.” “

' Derondats action is directed to three ends: GCwandoleny
Mirah, and Judaism. His feeling after preventing lirah's at-
tempted suicide and helping her recover her faith in maen 1s de-
acriqu by nis creators "Our pride becomes loving, our self is a
not~self for whoée sake we become virtuous, when we set to some

hidden work of reclaiming a life from misery and look for our tri-
umph in the secret joy--1This one is the better for me.,'"™ The

113 Ibid., II, 1z6~127.
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main function in his action of caring for Mirah 1s of course to

lead to his meeting with Mordecal.

Out of his contact with Mirah's brother comes "the
ble nding of a complete personal love in one current with a larger
duty™; he considera it his duty "to identify myself, as far as
ossible, with my hereditary people, and if 1 can see sny work to
be done for them that I can pive my soul and hand to I shall
choose to do itn”llh

Derondats nature requires that he find his Jewish heri-
tage. In the days before his meeting with Mordecail:

too reflective and diffusive sympathy was in danger
of paralyzing in him . . « his wandering energys « «
But how and whence wsas the needed event to come?~«the
influence that would Justify partiality, and maeke him
what he longed to be yet was unable to make himself=-
an organic part of soclal 1ife; inastead of roaming in
it like a yearning dilsembodied spirit, stirred with a
vague social passlon, but without fixed locsl hablta-
tion to render fellowship real? To make a little dif-
ference for the better was what he was not contented to
live without; but how make 1t? It 1s one thing to see
your road, another to cut 1s.1l

After he has cut his road

[iZt was as if he had found an added soul in finding
hiaz ancestry--his judgment no longer wandering in the
mages of impartisl sympathy, but choosing, with thet
notle partiality which is man's best strength, the clos-~
or fellowship that makes sympathy practical~-exchange
ing that bird!'s-eye reasonableness which soars to avold
preference and loses all sense of quality, for the gen-
erous ressonableness of drawing shoulder to shoulder

11}, Ibid., II, 206; I, 255; III, 217; II, 1473 III,
115 Ibid., II, 128-129,

114, 170.

m—
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wlth men of like inharitancu.ll&
Deronda recognizes his new fellowship as an inheritance from the
past, He says to his mother: "The effects prepared by genera-
tions ars llkely to triumph over a contrivance which would bend
them 811 to the satisfaction of self,®117

The affect of Mordecai's 1deas on Danlel Deronda should

not appear strange to a student of the earlier novselas. As one cri
tic points ocut in an excellent summary of the tedious speeches of
Yar dacal and thelr effeat on Derondas

The higher, the religlous 1life iz that whlch transcends
gelf, and whlch 18 lived in submlssion to the dutles lme
posed upon us by the past, and the cleims of those who
surround ua 1n the present and of those who shall suc~
coed us in times to comes To be the centre of a living
maltitudd, the heart of thelr hearts, the brain from which
thoughts, as waves, paas through them-~this 1s t?g best
and purest joy which & human creature can know,l

This iz not only e joy; this 1s Comte's human solidarity. Purthe
er, Deronda is to be the fulfilment of Mordecai's lifej Mordecal's
immortality 1s to he found in Deronda's discipleship. Mordecal
says to his followers

t¥ou wlll be my 1ife: 1%t will be planted afreah} it

wlll grow. You shall take the Inhepritance; 1t has been

gathering for agea, The generations are crowding on my

narrov life aa a bridge: what has been and what is to
be are meating therej and the bridge is breaking. But

116 Ibid., IT1, 291,

117 Ibld., 173.

" 118 Edward Dowden, "Ceorge Eliot TI: ‘'Middlemarcht?
?ggdéganigéqﬁasggda,*“ Studies in Literature 1789-1877, Sth ed.,
) ¥ F 3 L I : .
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I have found you, You have come in time. . . [/ ou
will take the sacred inherltance of the Jew,'119

Let us close this dlscussion of character with Deron~
da's relation to Gwendolen. He it is who stimulates in her heart
the desire to regenerate her character from its depths, What is
the advice he glves her? It reada like an excerpt from Comte:

tLook on other lives besldes your own. See what their

troubles are, and how they are borne., Try to care about

something in thie vast world besides the gratification

of small selfish deaires., Try to care for what is best

in thought and action-~something that 1s good apart from
the accidents of your own lot,$120

The following eritical opinlon will serve not only to
conclude this discussion of Eliot's last novel but also to antici«
pate part of the material for the finsal chapter:

She takes religious patriotism for the subject of her

last great novel, but 1s at some pains to show that her

hero may be religious without any bellef in God, and

patriotic without any but an ideal country, This re-

flective vacuum, which she pumps out behind all noble

aution, gives to the workings of her great imagination
a general effect of supreme melancholy,l2l

 We have investigated Romola, Felix Holt, Middlemarch,

and.ganidl;percndaa The point has become clear; Ellot's later

novels'poéseasystruaﬁura, character, and thought which have been

drawn from the philosophy of Auguste Comte.

119 Eliot, Daniel Deronds, II, 32L.
120 Ibid., 249.

121 Bichard Holt Hutton, “Gecrge Eliot," Brief Liter-~
ary Criticiams, London, 1906, 181.




CHAPTER IV

THE EFFECT OF POSITIVISM
ON ELTIOT'S NOVELS

to note her excellence in the psychological analysis of character,
Although her emphasis on human sclldsrity often results in a many-
stranded plot, there is more than a suggestion of truth in the
following remark: "In George Ellot's world nothing ever happens,
one 1s tempted to say; certainly less, very much lesa, than in
the world of any other writer of the first renk."l The reason for
this critic's opinion can probably be traced to her mode of writ-
ing: "She did not have & vision of Barchaaﬁar or Cranford and

then invent slituastions on which to hang her plcture of this vi-

tain priﬁéiples. and then ombodied it in a plcture of a specific
plaee~~Mlddlemarch;"2 John Morley tells us how Ellot explained

1 W.C. ﬁrawholl, "George Ellot," Victorian Prose
Masters, London, 1902, 105-106, ,

2 David Ce¢il, "George Eliot," Early Victorian Novel-
ists, London, 193k, 286,
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sion; she had a vision of humean soclety as the expression of ceprs .

The reader of Ellot's novels requires only a short time
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her process to himg
In a letter to Mr., Harrison . . . George Eliot

describes her own method as 'the severe effort of try«
ing to make certain ldeas thoroughly Iincarnate, as 1if
they had revealed themselves to me first in the flesh
and not in the spirit.' The passage recalls a dlscus~
sion one day at the Priory in 1877. She was speaking
of the different methods of the poetic or creative art,
and said that she beran with moods, thoughts, passions,
and then inyented the story for thelr sake, and fitted
it to them,

Characters facing moral problems and making decisions
about them receive the main emphasis in an Eliot novel, an emphar
48 which prompts one critic to say that "Matthew Arnold thought
that conduct was three-fourths of 1ife: George Eliot went furthexf,
she thought 1t was four»fourthﬂ.”k“‘ﬁanry James also feels that
she 1s working from the moral to the concrete world, "that her
rigures‘and situations are evolved, as the phrase {s, from her
mar 8l consciousness, and are anly?ind&rectly the products of obe
servation."> This engrossment with moral choice hss much to do
with her plaae in the history of the ngvel: "It 15 as a moralist
that she 18 a real contributor to literature, that zhe is at her

best, that she 1s of the first class, and that, among novelists af
nb

least, ehe 1s, if not unrivailad, at all events, unsurpessed.

3 JohnkMorlay, "The Life of George Eliot," Critical
Miscellanies, IITI, London, 1886, 107.

i Chell, "Gaorge Eliot," Victorian Novelists, 302.

S Henry James, "The Life of Ceorge Elilot," Partial
Portraits, London, 1888, 51.

6 Brownell, "George Eliot," Victorian frose, 139.
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Much of Eliot'!s attitude and apﬁroach toward the crea-
tures of her novels and the moral problems they face can be seen
in thias statement of the Pasitive'moral bagis for character:

It /Poaitiviam/ sets forth social feeling as the first
principle of morality; without ignoring the natural
superiority in strength of the personal instinets. To
live for others 1t holds to be the highest happiness,

To become incorporate with Humanity, to sympathize with
all her former phases, to foresee her destinies in thse
future, and to do what lies in us to forward them; this
is what 1t puts before ua as the constant eim of life.
Self~love in the FPoslitive system is regarded as the great
infirmity of our nature; an infirmity which unremitting
discipline on the part of each individual and of soclety
may materially palliate, but will never radically cure.
The degree to which this mastery over our own nature 1s
attained 1is the truest standard of individual or social
progress, since it has the closest relation to the exist-
ence of the Great Buin§, and to the happiness of the ele~
ments thet compose it. ,

[Fhis statement does not, of cdurse, purport to say that all men
fra either egoistic, bad, or sltr&iﬁtié, good. The majority of
men, says Comte, are alternately governed by these two driving
&orces’and oscillate between ﬁham.a

What‘nre the effects of Comtets influence on Ellot?
Firat of all, we have seen that the structure of hsr novels is
largbly controlled by the egolsm-altrulsm theme, She consequently

praws chsracters to 1llustrate the clash of these moral forcea.

7 Comte, General View, 259-260,

8 Lewes, Comte's Philosophy, 22i.
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When she attempts o cresate sltruistic spirits, she failla--at

least in parte~to gain reality and to convince her reader.

Bede, Dinah Morris, Felix Holt, and Daniel Deronda often seem too
far sbove the reader in their almost exclusive preoccupation with

what they can do for othera Mr. F.R. Leavis finda even the chsr+

acter of Dorothea, certainly & more realistic person than those

Just mentlioned, to be an artistic blot on the excellence of

Middlemarcht

Intensely alive with intelligence and imaginative symw
pathy, quick and vivid in her realization of the tequi-~
valent centre of self' in others~-even in a Cassubon or
& Rosamond, she is incapable of morose indifference or
the normal routine obtuseness, and it may be said in a
wholly laudatory sense, by way of charscterizing her at
her highest level, that no 1ife would have heen possible
for her that was not fillled with emotion: her aenai@iw
1ity is directed outward, and she responds from desy:
wlthin., A%t this level 'emotion' 1s s disinterested re~
sponse defined by its cobject, .a1d hard y distingulshable
from the play of the intelligence and self-knowledge
that give 1t impersonality. 'But the emct ional 'fulness!
represented by Dorothea depends for its exalting poten-
ey on an abeyance of intelligence and self«knowledge,

. and the situsations offered by way of tobjective correlsa-
tive' have the day«dresam relation to experierce: they
are generated by a need to soar above the indoclile facts
and conditions of the real world, They dontt, indeed,
strike us as real in any sensej they have no objectivi-
ty, no vigour of 1llusfon. In this kind of indulgence,
complalisantly as she abandons herself to the current
that is %caasﬁ, George Ellotts creative vitality has

no part.

In the world of realistic fiction in which man presently finds

9 Leavis, Great Tradition, 79.

Adam
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himself, there 1s an ardent desire to learn of life as it 1is actus
8lly lived. The somewhat cynical, justifiably confused, and war-
irritated mader of today cannot be labeled Mandevillian simply be-
cause he refuses to accept altrulstic characters such as Felix
Holt and looks upon & perscn such as Arthur Donnithorne with great}
er sympathy, If Eliot had drawn more of her altrulstic characterg
with juat & few of the "spots of commonness" she portrays in Ter-
tius Lydgete, the appeal of these good characters would have been
enhanced, The reader of her novels gains a new insight into man
and perhaps an increased sympethy towards him not by contemplate
ing the goodness of Deronda but by joining Eliot in her sympathy
for Mr. Casaubon. Yes, there are, unfortunately, more Arthur
Donnithornes than Adam Bedea in our world. And the novellst, in
order to appeal to and make imsginative contact with this majore
ity, must direct his writing to it.

Yet we have that sparkling galaxy of unforgettable peos
ple: Janet Dempster, Arthur Donnithorne, Maggle Tulliver, Silas
Marner, Romola, Harold Transome, Rcaamond'V1ncy, Tertius Lydgate,
Gwendolen Harle th, and many more. George Eliot's signal triumph
1s her ability to recognize and analyze the complexity of 11f§,
to draw great characters desplte her preconceived notions that
they are largely directed by egolstic or altrulstic natures. 8She
almost always (COrandcourt is a key exception) prompts her reader

to sympathize with the charscters before him; she almost always
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presents him with truly humen and not uncommon or unrecognizable
qualities in her personagest:

Rosamond Vincy can move us to pity her still in
an hour of trouble; and this 1is a sign that George Elid,
though making her msarvelously inhuman, has not crossed
the boundary drawn by right instinct, to search out some
monstrous thing in the gloom where the groteague and
the ghastly of late romance have thelr fit abode.l0
This wonderful power gives Ellot the position she occuples in the
his tory of the form in whiech she wrote, for
17f we read & novel in order to clarify our minds about
umen character, 1n order to pass jJjudgment on the effect
of character on the world outside itselfl, and to estimate
the ideas people have lived by, then George Eliot is one
of the first to give such an intellectual direction to
the English novel,ll
- A reader of the criticism of Eliotts work will find in
almost every selection some comment on the sadness pervading her
novelss The cause of this melancholy tone is undoubtedly not one
specific fact or bellef. Marjorie.aA. Baldl2 1s a member of that
group which says that Eliot never ceased regratting her loss of
faith and that this lack of confidence in the future left 1its
traces in the sadnesa of her novels. Another school of thought

attributes this quality of her work to the time in which she lived

10 Barry, "The Genius of George Eliot," Heralds, 6.
11 Pritchett, "George Eliot,” Living Novel, 9l.

12 Marjorie A. Rald, "George Eliot," Women Writers of
Ithe 19th Century, Cambridge, 1923, 174-179.
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Large and noble a8 was her own spiritual nature,
George Ellot intellectually was not above her age, but
of 1t; and it 18 in thls fact that we see the explana-~
tion of the underlying sadness in all her books, which
it is impossible for those who have received the most
good from them to lgnore,

Two great controversialists of our time find themselves in agree-
ment on the sadness of Ellot's novels. Rernard Shaw a;plaina his
resction in the following manner:

But the impression she made was not encouraging. The
offect of the fatalistic determinism into which the
sclentific thought of that day hed driven her was dis-~
tinctly depressing and laming, Her characters seemed
the helpless victims of thelr environment and inherited
dispositions, contributing nothing except a few follles
and weaknesses to the evolutionary struggle, if the
word strugcle cen be ussd when there 1s no resl resist-
ance to what Darwin called natural selection, Now a
fatalist, as George Eliot proved, can write so well that
& capable man o6f letters like the late Lord Bryce, in a
public sulogy of Tolstoy, could think of nothing more
complimentary to say of him than that as a novellst he
was second only to George Ellot., Bukb, for all that,
she discoursged many noble spirits. .

Although the present writer 1s convinced that Ellot's work, taken

collectively, 1s not fatalistic, he can at least record Mr. Shaw'

opinion that the Victorian Age controlled Ellotts thought. shav*]
eminent opponent G. K. Chesterton, in speaking of the Ygeneral
moral atmosphere of the Victorian Age," analyzes 1ts tone in char-

scteristic style:

13 Marie Louise Haner *Phe Morality of Thackeray and
of George Ellot," Atlantic Monthly, Boston, LI, Feb., 1883, 247.

1l Bernard Shaw, "How Willliam fircher Impressed Bernard
Shaw,™ Works of Bernard Shaw, London, 1931, XXIX, 2ﬁf
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It is impossible to express that spirit except by the
electric vell of a name. It was latitudinarisn, and
yet 1t was limited. It could be content with nothing
less than the whole cosmosi: yet the cosmos with which
it was content was smalls It 1s false to say 1t was
without humour: yet there was something by instinct
unsmiling in it. It was always saying solidly that
things were ‘Yenough'; and proving by that sharpness
(as of the shutting of a door) that they were not
enoughs It took, I will not say its pleasure, but even
its emancipations, sadly. Definitions seem to escape
this way and that in the attempt to locate it as an
idea. But aviryone will understand me if I call 1t
George Eliot, 5

et the novels themselves sesm to indicate some more speclfic rea-
[;n for thls depressing quality.

The present writer thinks that we leave such characters
ﬁa Dorothea and CGwendolen with pity in our hearts because they hae
hothing t& look forward to but subjective imﬁortality.f Neither of

them can c¢ling to a ﬁaracnal God} both are left only with Human-

ty. Their personal renunciation, ampréroqulaite for cc¢clal duty,
8 not convineingly motivated, It 1s impossible to renounce self
thhout an end ocutside self; further it is impossible to embrace
nappily the lives of people outside self when one has nothing to
hope for except a future life in thelr memory. Again, Christian=-

tty commands man to love his neighbor for the love of Godj it dir-
cts man's altrulsm first of all to one being, that belng divine;
Fositivism has only the collective and feaulty race to offer. The

, 15 G. K. Cheaterton, The Victorian Age in Litaratuvé,
rew York, 1913’ 103. ‘
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reader consegquently feels that Eliot's universe is a melancholy
one; on the other hand her attempt to inculcate sympathy 1s a pleq

for a better, if not a happler, world.

Agein, the philosophy of Comte and Ellot does not count

upon moral victory., Lydgate and Dorothea partlally fall in thelr

desires, Comte did not expect them to emerge in triumph; egolsm

cannot be completely put down:

And yet, with all this, comprehensive as our organization

of moral force may be, 80 great 1s the innate strength

of the selfish instincts, that our success in solving

the great human problem will elways fall short of what

we might legitimately desire. To this conclusion we

must come, in whatever way we regard the destiny of Manj

but it should only encourags us to combine cur efforts

still more strongly in order to amellorate the order of

Rature in its most lmportant, that 1s, in 1ts moral as-

pects, these buigg at once the most modifiable and the

most imperfect. ,

But desplite Eliott's efforts to encourage her resders anﬁ hersalf.

there romainn certalnly not a complacency towards life, ‘nor even

[a serious doubt or despalr, but perhaps a wonder, a questioning,

too weak a hope that man will ever reach that "best of all poss~

tble worlds! |

Without any doubt Eliot's goal in ﬁrlting was "the ex~

tension and deepening of human sympathy."l7 That this sympathetic

Point of view, this expression of Positivism in her novels, became

16 Comte, General View, 240<21,
17 Bald, "George Ellot," Women Writers, 186,
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increasingly manifest as she continued to wriﬁe i1s the consensuas
of critical opinion. Such critics as W. C. ﬁrownell; who contends]
that her sarlier novels are the superior ones, would loglically say
that Poaitiviam had a bad sffect on her progress, Brownell ba-‘
1ievesthat her sclentific and Positivistlc interests brought her

eway from the excellence of The Mill on the Flosn to the "Jejune
artificiality of 'Danlel Qeronda.¢“18 Such critics as F.R.
Laavia,19 who points to her lster novels as miperlor, would log-
ically 2ay that Poaitivism ﬁnd a‘g§od effect on her profound end
analytiaal characterization., The later works, especially g&gg;g;'
puarch, are cgmidg to be more and more accepted as great landmarks
in the histary of fiction., Whether or not this trend of critioal
Jopinion aontinues, the fact remains that George Ellotts novels,
the later ones to a greater axtant‘than the earlier, would not be
formed as they are were it not fér the influence of Positivism. |
In conclusion, bhen, George Ellot's novels have the .
Ltructura which they possess boeauae of her attempt to exampllfy
the Comtist dichotomy of egolsm versus altruism, her endeavor to
jnake these "ideas thoroughly incarnate” in her stories, her suc-
esaful portrayal of the resulting conflict., That she succeeded

n creating great charscters despite the encumbrances contained in

18 Brownell, George Eliot,"™ Victorian Frose, 137,
19 great Trad tion, 33-35.
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such a dichotomy is her signal triumph, the triumph which marks
her as the forerunner of the psychologlcal novellist,

George Ellot's novels have the melancholy which they .
possess not only because she was a product of the ethieal century*
not only because with Ibsen, aArnold, and Tolstoy she was among

the dramatis gpraonae‘or what has been called the drama of athelsy

humanism, but alsoc because she waz writing under the influence of

Comte (who 1s one of the chief dramatis personae of Henrl de

Lubacts wa&k){,gp She failed to sound the depths of humen exper-
lence because she lacked a transcendental religlon which might
trva revesled man to her in the fulness of his nature; Dorothea
rooke, Felix Holt, Romolas, and Cweridolen Harlath le§v§ & melanw
pholy 1mpressloﬁ because thelr y«krning after the 1nr£hita is éa»

Fardad only with subjesctive lmmortality. Despite her auceoaa as

novelist, her altrulsm, and har many personal admirers, and cer-
£a1n1y because of her admiretion for Comte, George Ellot can only,

rather weakly and awkwardly, cry out:

O May I Jjoin the cholr inviaible

Of those lmmortal dead who live again

In minds made better by thelr presence: live

In pulses stirred to generosity,

In deeds of daring rectitude, in scorn

For mlgerable alms that end with self,

In thoughts sublime that plerce the night like stars,
And with their mild persistence urge man'as search

To vaster 1ssues.

20 The Drama of Atheist Humenism, 75-159.
o U " 7 1 ‘ » T ; "
m§163gao§gflg%%btﬁ°waﬁ ay 1,49 ‘QQ‘Choir Inviaible,

AR
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