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204 BAQUERD, FRANCISCO

with the new liberal economic and political trend.
Even though Baquero appealed this decision, it was
upheld and supported by other political parties.

Embittered, he retired from political activity in
1803. According to the historian Lyman Johnson
(1987), the author of an investigation into Baquero’s
guild activities, Baquero either died or left Buenos
Aires before 1810, because he is not listed in that
year’s census.
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Baquero, Gaston (1914-1997), Cuban poet, journalist,

and essayist, is widely reported to have been born
in the far eastern town of Banes, Cuba, in 1918,
although the researcher Ana Gloria Gonzalez Ochoa
argues convincingly that he was actually born in
Havana in 1914. Baquero was initially raised in pov-
erty by his Afro-Cuban mother, and subsequently
brought up and educated by his father. He displayed
early literary talent, publishing his first poems and
articles while still a teenager. After earning degrees
in agronomy and the natural sciences from the
University of Havana, Baquero turned to writing in
earnest, and during the 19505 he became one of Cuba’s
most influential columnists, public intellectuals, and
men of letters. He is today chiefly remembered for
his poetry, much of it penned during his lengthy exile
in Spain, and is placed among the most important
Cuban poets of the twentieth century.

Initially affiliated with José Lezama Limas Origenes
group, Baquero published his first collections of
poetry, Poemas and Saul sobre la espada, in 1942.
Between 1942 and 1943, he founded the magazine
Clavilefio, and in the 1950s served as editor-in-chief
of the influential conservative newspaper Diario
de la Marina. An influential public figure, in 1952
he was appointed to Fulgencio Batista’s Consulta-
tive Council, a body created to replace the Cuban

Congress. Although he subsequently distanced him-
self from Batista, Baquero was a fervent opponent
of the Cuban Revolution—an antipathy reciprocated
by revolutionary leaders, with Ernesto “Che” Guevara
referring to Baquero as the “spokesman of reac-
tion” In March 1959, shortly before the closure of
Diario de la Marina, Baquero fled Havana under
the protection of several foreign diplomats.

Entering exile in Madrid, Spain, Baquero reaf-
firmed his past support for Francos government,
but he never achieved the same level of public prom-
inence that he had enjoyed in Cuba. Working as a
critic, columnist, and professor, Baquero was a life-
long advocate for building bridges between Cubans
on and off the island. Similarly, much of his intel-
lectual life in Spain focused on bringing attention
to Latin American writers, and on fostering connec-
tions between the culture of the two places.

During his exile, Baquero redoubled his efforts
as a poet, producing notable collections such as
Poemas escritos en Espadia (1960), Memorial de un
testigo (1966), and Poermas invisibles (1991). In his
refined, cosmopolitan, and erudite poetry, he fre-
quently grapples with “the great racial and cultural
mestizaje” sparked by the descubrimiento, and argues
for an outward-facing and sweepingly inclusive view
of a “Euro-Afro-American culture”” Still, Baquero
was uncomfortable with most negrista representa-
tions of black people and culture, which he found
inauthentic and possibly racist. In works such as
his “poemas africanos,” Baquero sought instead to
highlight what he called the “magnificent” spiritu-
ality of African culture.

Baquero’s poetry was suppressed in Cuba for
three decades after his exile, and had little impact
in the broader Americas, perhaps due to his unfash-
ionable political allegiances. Still, Baquero won re-
spect in Spain, and his work began to circulate more
freely in Cuba after the mid-1990s. He died in Madrid
on 15 May 1997.
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Barauda (fl. 1790s), wife of Joseph Chatoyer, the

leader of a guerrilla war of resistance against British
occupation on the Caribbean island of St. Vincent.
Chatoyer appears in the historical record under
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With Argentina’s political opening and return
to democracy in 1983, but before President Raul
Alfonsin (1983-1989) condemned the racist apart-
heid regime in South Africa, organizations in Argen-
tina devoted to African causes gained in strength
and deepened their political and social ties to
African nations. In April 1987 the president of Cape
Verde, Aristides Pereira, visited Argentina with his
wife. Along with other paisanos, Dos Santos par-
ticipated in the talks held at the Casa Rosada,
Argentinas official house of government, as well as
the Cape Verdean president’s tour through the
streets of Avellaneda and Dock Sud, where many
Cape Verdeans had settled. One street in the latter
neighborhood was renamed “Republica de Cabo
Verde” on the occasion of the presidents visit.
Finally, Dos Santos received at his home in Bernal
Oeste the minister of Guinea-Bissau, various Cape
Verdean authorities, and Cape Verdean students
who were receiving training in civil aviation under
the auspices of the United Nations. He would carry
out his duties as consul until his death on 30 June
1991
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D’ou Ayllén, Lino (1871-1939), Cuban journalist, poli-

tician, and officer in the Cuban Liberation Army,
was born on 23 September 1871 in Santiago, to a
Spaniard involved in colonial commerce, Lorenzo
D'ou Calderén, and a black woman, Bérbara Ayllon.
He received from his father a careful and largely
European education, and later studied at the Uni-
versity of Havana. His marriage to mulata school-
teacher Francisca Arce yielded a son, Max Dou Arce,
who became a dentist. D'ou referred to himself as
“Barbara’s son in tribute to his black roots, and
in his political activity and journalism sought to
expose black inequality, and to integrate black people
into all aspects of Cuban life.

In the early 1890s, D'ou became involved with
the Directorio Central de las Sociedades de Color, a
black civil rights group. In July 1895 he joined the
rebel forces in the Cuban war of independence,

serving as an aide to General Jos¢ Maceo and achiev-
ing the rank of lieutenant colonel.

After the war, D'ou remained active with black
civil rights groups, and in 1908 he was elected as a
conservative to represent Oriente Province in the
House of Representatives. D'ou served until 1912,
becoming a vocal critic of the system of racial quotas
for congressional representatives, which he saw as a
means of limiting black political influence. D'ou was
an early patron of the Partido Independiente de
Color (PIC), the black political party, and wrote for
its newspaper Prevision.

When the PIC was outlawed in 1910 by the Mortia
amendment, which banned the formation of political
parties based on race, D'ou proposed a complemen-
tary amendment banning white racist organizations.
His measure failed to win support, and he subse-
quently distanced himself from the PIC. In mid-
1912 he was one of several black politicians to sign
a petition condemning the rebellion launched by
the PIC.

D'ou’s most lasting impact derives from his work
as a journalist, which constitutes an important record
of the place and perception of black Cubans in the
early republic. Writing in regional and national
newspapers, he sought to highlight black contribu-
tions to Cuban public life, and to counter what he
called the “white void’—the white medias failure
to cover the achievements of black Cubans.

Prejudice, rather than racial inferiority, was the
root cause of racial tensions, D'ou suggested. He
claimed that the “concept of slavery still lives in the
atmosphere” of Cuba (Dou, 1983, p. 21), but saw
prejudice as deriving more from social class than
from race. As historian Alejandro de la Fuente notes,
D'ou was one of several black public figures of the
period who distinguished between well-born, edu-
cated blacks and more “primitive” or “low” people.
“Neither all whites nor all blacks are the same,” D'ou
wrote in 1916, adding that he aspired to “the equality
of the good people, the conscious and responsible
ones, those with a decent household, those in the arts
and the liberal professions” (Fuente, 2001, p. 154).

To demonstrate the heterogeneity of black soci-
ety, D'ou wrote a number of vignettes about notable
Afro-Cubans such as Juan Gualberto Gémez and
Juan Travieso. In these works, he emphasized posi-
tive qualities intended to generate good will toward
Afro-Cubans, such as equanimity and evenness of
temper, and argued that the Cuban black race—far
from being a “rebellious clan” or “unchained horde™—
had in fact “demonstrated absolutely that it fulfills
its civic duties” (D'ou, 1983, pp. 20-21).



Though he called for black Cubans to downplay
cultural practices that might feed racist stereotypes,
Dou also fought to place Afro-Cuban culture on an
equal footing with European culture. Both a Free-
mason and a member of the Abakud (a Cuban secret
society founded by Afro-Cubans in Havana in the
1830s), in a 1935 radio broadcast, D'ou described the
Afro-Cuban secret society as the moral equal of
any Masonic or religious order. He also traced an
equivalency between Catholicism and Santeria, most
notably in a 1939 essay in which he decried the ex-
clusion of black Cubans from the church, and noted
that many white people practiced Santeria.

D'ou fought fiercely against the encroachment
of American cultural influences, especially against
the more pernicious forms of racial prejudice he
perceived in US society. “For us black Cubans, the
neighbor to the north...is the race that lynches,” he
wrote in 1930 (D'ou, 1983, p. 27). In Cuba, by con-
trast, D'ou believed, blacks had earned full social
equality through their wartime struggles. He insisted
that equality in Cuba was not something granted
by generous whites, but rather something won by
blacks. “To give back is not to cede,” D'ou famously
remarked (Fuente, 2001, p. 32).

That pride and fundamental belief in the equal-
ity of black people guided D'ou’s work throughout
his life and remain his lasting legacy. He continued
to be a well-known and active figure in Havana po-
litical and literary circles until his death in 1939.

[See also Maceo Gonzdlez, Jose.]
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Douglas, James (1803-1877), fur trader and British

colonial governor in Canada, was born on either
s June or 15 August 1803 in Demerara, British Guiana,
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now Guyana. He was the second of three children
and the younger son of John Douglas, a merchant
from Glasgow, Scotland, and the “Creole,” almost
certainly a free colored woman, Martha Ann Ritchie,
later surnamed Telfer (?-1839%?). The two were never
married. Genealogical research suggests that Martha
Ann Ritchie was born in Barbados. Ritchie and her
mother were both slave owners until slavery was
ended in 1834. His father married in 1809, but moved
Douglas and his siblings to Scotland, where he
attended preparatory school in Lanark and learned
French. Douglas and his elder brother Alexander
then went to Canada, where they were apprenticed
to the North West Company, which soon merged
with the Hudsons Bay Company—both were fur-
trading concerns. Moving westward, he reached the
Pacific Coast for the first time in 1826, By early 1828
he was determined to leave the fur trade, but a
salary increase convinced him to stay. On 27 April
1828 he married Amelia, the half-Indian daughter of
William Connolly, chief factor (colonial adminis-
trator), according to the customary law. In 1837 the
marriage was consecrated by the Church of England
in a ceremony at Fort Vancouver. They had thirteen
children, of whom one boy and five girls survived.
After his transfer to Fort Vancouver, where he
worked as an accountant in 1830 under Dr. John
McLoughlin, superintendent of the very large Colum-
bia Department, he rose steadily, becoming chief
trader in 1835, acting on behalf of McLoughlin in
1838-1839, and rising to the position of chief factor
in 1839. He was intent on two things: elevating moral
standards—for example, by eliminating slavery among
the Indians—and opposing American influence in
the area. He proved a skilled negotiator with both
the Russians in Alaska and the Indians. Having
founded Fort Victoria in 1843, in 1849 he moved the
company’s main operation there after the bound-
ary between Oregon and Canada had been set at
the 49th parallel. Although not appointed governor
of Vancouver Island in 1849, he became its second
governor in 1851. There was some opposition to this
appointment, which allowed him to remain as chief
factor of the company while he served as governor.
Douglas believed that such opposition resulted
from land policy: unlike in Oregon, there were no
free grants and the price per acre was high. When
Vancouver Island became a British Crown colony
in 1859, ending all Hudson Bay Company rule, he
became its first governor. Before that he had noted
American miners were operating on the mainland
and he had taken decisive action to secure the main-
land for Britain. New Caledonia became British
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