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Research in Brief —>

"Unsettling colonial
structures in
education through
community
centered praxis”

Sw@awleammmd—a

In this manuscript,
sustainability education
scholar-educators examined
Community-Based Experiential
Learning (CBEL) as a practice of
decolonizing pedagogy.




RIB: UNSETTLING COLONIAL STRUCTURES GGREESON, SAssAMAN, WILLIAMS & YOST

We were really excited in a publication that
emphasizes centering the Academy as a
structure of epistemological dominance.

We recognize that it's often easy to assert that
dominance in higher education.

We use a lot of tonality in our work and wanted to
make sure that the journal that we published with
had a similar emphasis and goal.

JCSHESA seemed to embody criticality through
it's publishing process.

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE OUR JOURNAL FOR YOUR MANUSCRIPT?

All of our projects were directly integrated within our work
environments as well. So one of the things that we really
want to get across with our article is that often times when
we have these community based experiential learning
projects, it's often this short sighted. I'm going to go in, 'm
going to visit this community organization or this partner,
and you don't actually take that time to develop
relationships.

| connected on a deeper level with Chief Dennis Coker and
had really engaging series of conversations with him, and
that expanded of how we were taking this manuscript. As |
was thinking critically about this space, working with the
Lenape diaspora and figuring out all of the ongoing
genocide that is currently happening with not only the state
of Pennsylvania, but nationally. This caused a questioning of
who defines what sovereignty is and how that definition
from the the so-called United States impacts what a
sovereign nation is, who limits that sovereignty, and who
has the authority to claim the knowledge.

WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES THAT YOU ALL HAVE FACED PUBLISHING
CRITICAL SCHOLARSHIP?
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We shared three different projects all intended to
decolonize, each centered community engagement
and the historical land awareness approach. But while
each of our projects had some successes, they also
ended up having their limitations, which we explore
within the article in terms of their actual decolonizing
effects. That's the critical point that | want to share. |
don't want to underestimate the importance of critical
intention, because without that, well, you've got
nothing. But critical intention is the arrival point. You
don't want to settle into an identity like Critical Scholar.
It's not a place to just arrive at. Intention to decolonize
does not mean decolonizing. In effect, did the project
actually catalyze change? And if it didn't, why not? And
what's next? An important part of an identity as a
critical scholar for us, is that it needs to be earned, not
claimed, and it needs to be earned every time.

HOW THIS ARTICLE REFLECTS YOUR IDENTITY AS CRITICAL SCHOLARS?

This article is for educators and ways to approach
community based projects. To think about how we
integrate critical and decolonial lenses within our
educational framework and our curriculum, and
that it's not something that we arrive at with the
formula for a decolonized class.

We hope this article portrays that it's a reflective
process. It requires continuous humility and self-
reflection and also recognizes that activism and

scholarship should not be separate.

Scholarship can absolutely contribute to just
causes. | think that there just needs to be a lot of
intentionality and reflection on how, why, where,
who, who is reading it? Where is the accessibility.

WHO DO YOU HOPE READS YOUR WRITING AND WHY?
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