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Chapter I
INTRODUCATION
A. Need for the Study
There is great difference of opinion about the value of
Parent-Teacher Associations.

Principals and teachers have been

known to shudder at the suggestion of the organization of a
Parent-Teacher Association.

On the other hand in 1928 the

National Educational Association thought so highly of the
Organization that it adopted the following resolution:
The National Educational Association commends
the National Congress of Parents and Teachers for
the work already accomplished and assures its cooperation in all efforts to promote closer relationship between the home and the school (17:2).
Criticism is made of the activities in which ParentTeacher Associations are engaging.

It is said that they are

primarily interested in cake sales, card parties, minstrel
shows and entertainments, in spite or the fact that according
to Parent-Teacher leaders all activities undertaken by the
Organization should accomplish one or more of the following
objectives:
1.

Form a partnership between home and school.

- 2 -

2.

Establish coaperation between parents.

3.

Promote an understanding of school standards
and activities.

4.

Understand, interpret, and support the school
system.

5.

Develop programs and study courses on child
welfare.

6.

Train tor the profession ot parenthood.

7.

Develop activities:
protective.

8.

Prevent mistakes and misunderstandings.

9.

Secure cooperation with other organizations.

constructive, preventive,

ft

10.

Promote child welfare legislation.

11.

Develop informed members and efficient leaders.

12.

Aid in building a united community, state and
nation (20:8).

Then, it is said that meetings ot the Parent-Teacher
Association consist only ot elaborate children's performances,
and discussions about memberships, the sale ot tickets and
social activities.
ciations?

Is this true of our Parent-Teacher Asso-

Do parents leave the meetings without receiving any
ft

inspiration about Parent·Teacher cooperation in child training?
According to the Handbook prepared by the National Congresf

or

Parents and Teachers (6:21) the following tests should be

applied to the programs presented at the meetings of the Association:
1.

Is co8peration ot home and school developed?

- 3 -

2.

Are local needs discovered and plans made tor
meeting them?

3.

Do members participate in the program?

4.

Is study and observation ot children

5.

Is the program adapted to local conditions?

6.

Does the program lead to desirable results?

7.

Is home lite enriched?

a.

Is school lite better understood?

9.

Is community life improved?

10.

pro~oted?

Does the program result in constructive
activities in the Association?
B. Statement ot the Problem

It is the purpose ot the writer in this study to discover
in what activities the local Parent-Teacher Associations in all
parts ot Illinois are engaging, to examine these activities in
the light of what are considered worth-while by leaders in
Parent-Teacher work, and to make recommendations so that the
work of this great Organization will be better understood and
its influence more far-reaching.

The procedure will be as

follows:
1.

To learn what real Parent-Teacher work is through
a survey of the History of the Organization,

2.

To learn how the National, State, and Council
Organizations help to guide the activities ot
local Associations;

3.

To learn the results of other studies that have
been made in this field;

- 4 -

4.

To learn by means of a questionnaire what local
Parent-Teacher Associations in Illinois are doing;

5.

To determine, from the responses to the questionnaires, to what degree these Associations are doing
real Parent-Teacher work;

6.

To make recommendations for the greater efficiency
of the Organization.

Chapter II
A SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE IN THE FIELD
A.History of the Development of the Organization
In order to understand the aims and activities of the
Parent-Teacher Association and its importance as a force in
education a review of the history of the Organization will be
helpful.
The National Congress of Parents and Teachers had a very
humble beginning.

When the group

o~

mothers tram all over the

United States under the leadership of Mrs. Theodore

w.

Birney

and Mrs. Phoebe A. Hearst met in 1897, they had no idea of
forming a nation-wide educational organization.

They met only

because they felt the urge to confer on what to them seemed
vital subjects for conference.
1.

They wanted to talk over plans:

To promote conference among parents upon questions

vital to the welfare of children;
2.

To further develop the manifold interests of the home;

3.

To cooperate
with educators and legislators to secure
"

the best methods in the physical, moral, and mental training of
the young;
4.
ment;

To enlighten motherhood on problems of race develop-

- 6 -

5.

To uplift and improve the condition ot mothers in all

walks of life;
6.

To promote the formation of Mothers' Clubs and Home-

makers' Clubs in all the States and Territories of the United
states (4:282).
Enthusiasm at the meeting ran so high that on February 17tt
these mothers organized The National Congress of Mothers.

Pre-

sident and Mrs. Cleveland opened the White House to receive the
delegates (4:281).

February 17th has ever since been celebratec

as Founders' Day.

Mrs. Theodore W. Birney was elected Presiden1

of the Congress and held the position for five years (6:54).
The ideals toward which these mothers pledged themselves to
work were:
1.

Education of parents for child development.

2.

Cooperation
of home and school.
"

3.

Promotion of the Kindergarten movement.

4.

Legislation tor neglected and dependent children.

5.

Education of young people for parenthood (1:1).
1. Early Years of the Organization

At the second meeting of the Congress in 1898, movements
were started to establish Juvenile Courts and a probation
system to keep children out of priaon (4:283).
In the following year loan papers on parents' problems
were started as well as a regular Parent Education list for hell

in study circles.

- 7 Thus in the third year of its existence, the

idea of the National Congress of Mothers as a school tor parent
was definitely begun (4:283).
Child Welfare, the official magazine of the Organization,
was started in 1906 (4:285).

In this same year, the

~ame,

The

National Congress of Mothers, was changed to The National Congress of Mothers and Parent-Teacher Associations (19:5).
The year 1907 was important in Parent-Teacher work.

Presi-

dent Roosevelt sought the help of the National Officers in
planning for the first International Child Welfare Conference.
Invitations to the Conference were sent out by the United State
Government to forty-eight states and eaoh State Governor was
asked to send a delegate.

In this same year arrangements were

made for a Department of Parent-Teacher Associations in the
National Educational Association, and the Congress was again
given recognition when it was requested by the British Consul t
prepare and send to the British Parliament reports of Juvenile
Court and Probation work to be used in the adoption ot a Children's Charter (16:7).
A second International Congress met in 1911, using as a
general subject "The Relation of Home, School, Church and State
to Child Welfare" (94:287).
held in 1914.

A third International Congress was

A glance at the subjects discussed at this Con-

shows how in a little more than a decade after the organization
of the National Congress of Mothers the idea of parent-study of

- 8 -

problems relating to child welfare had grown.

These are some

of the subjects:
Prevention£! Infant Mortality, Prevention of Crime,

!££

Child Welfare,

Education~

Home-making, Opportunities

Parents !2 Obtain Instruction in Child Nurture
church~

~

~

Home-making,

Child Welfare, Erring Children, Detective Children,

Orphans and Homeless Children, Mothers
Nation's

~

Protection£!~

~

the State,

~

the

and Family (4:287-88).

2. Growth of Educational Program
A credit course in Parent-Teacher work was started in 1g20
at the Summer School of Columbia University, and Institute
courses were started in the summer sessions of many Colleges,
Universities, and Normal Schools.

Parent-Teacher work was pre-

sented at Chautauqua, New York, at the Pan-Pacific Education
Congress in Honolulu, at the Recreation Congress held under the
auspices of the Playground and Recreation Association of kmerica
in Springfield, Illinois, at the National Conference of Rural
Social Agencies, and at the International Kindergarten Association (4:289).
Between 1920 and 1923 the National Congress endorsed and
supported the Sheppard-Towner Maternity and Infancy Bill, the
Towner-Sterling Bill, and later the Curtis-Reed Education Bill,
the Fees Amendment to the Smith-Hughes Bill, the Federal Child
Labor Amendment, and the Jones-Miller Anti-Narcotic Jill (4:289).

p

-----------------------------------------------------------------,
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In 1923 the National Congress built a plattor.m ot tour
planks.
1.

They were:
To have a membership educated to know the functions of

a Parent-Teacher Association, its duties, privileges, and limitations.
2.

To carry back to the home the things ot the home in

order to relieve undue congestion in the school.
3.

To have an all-the-year parenthood.

4.

To sell education to the people.

In 1924 the National Congress, whose name in that year was
changed from the National Congress of Mothers and ParentTeacher Associations to the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers, added two more planks.

They were:

1.

To promote law observance.

2.

To standardize education between parent and teacher
(61:143).

The work of the National Congress was presented at many
more important meetings during 1923 and 1924.

Some of these

were the National Conference of Social Agencies in Washington,
the World Education Conference in California, the Interstate
Conference on Religious Education in Paterson, New Jersey, State
Teachers' Association Convention in Nebraska, the Home Economics
Conference in Washington, the Citizenship Congress in Washington, and the National Educational Association in San Francisco
(4:290).

.....-

----------------------------------------------------------~

- 10 The theme of the 1924 Convention held in St. Paul, Minnesota, was Training

!2£

Parenthood.

Some of the speakers and

·their subjects were:
Dr. Richard Burton •••• Good Literature in the Home.
Dr.

c.

Ward Crampton •• Recreation

Sarah Askew ••••••••••• Children's

~.Young~~·
~Reading.

Abbie L. Marlatt •••••• Home Economics.
Ellen Lombard ••••••••• Home Education.
A~s.

Clifford Walker •• Pre-School Circles.

Mrs. B. I. Langworthy.Recreation and Social Standards.
Mrs. Ella

c.

Porter ••• Thrift (27:244}.

The Summer Round-up, started in 1923 in connection with th
plank for an all-the-year Parenthood, began to attract much
attention in 1925.

In that year the idea so appealed to the

Editor of the Delineator that he offered three prizes of $250,
$150, and $100 to the three associations attaining the best
results and developing the best method of community cooperation
"
in the Summer Round-up campaign.

The prizes were won by the

Barrow School of Columbus, Ohio, the Putnam-Washington School o
Marietta, Ohio, and the Baker School of Austin, Texas.

One

local president said of the Round-up, "When we started, we were
working for the prize, I am ashamed to say.

But when we got

into the work and saw the good results we had accomplished we
were truly ashamed to think that a prize had to be offered to
wake us up.

Not one of us then mentioned the prize" (61:144).

- 11 The Omaha Convention of 1925 saw still greater strides
along educational lines.

A committee was appointed to study th

question of International co8peration in Parent-Teacher work,
the plan of having a National committee on Parent-Teacher Associations in colleges was inaugurated, and a series of twelve
study programs worked out by the Chairmen ot Study Circles tor
High School Parent-Teacher Associations was presented.

This

series ot programs consisted ot the following subjects:
1.

Preadolescence versus Adolescence.

2.

Physiological Chanses

3.

~

Characteristics.

---

Mental --~~
Growth and Reconstruction.

~~~

4.

Religious

5.

Manners and Morals.

6.

Social Activities.

7.

Leisure Hours.

8.

School Curriculum.

9.

Choosing~

~Emotional

Experiences.

Curriculum.

10.

Idealism£! Youth.

11.

Relation

12.

The Adolescent 1a Literature (45:78).

~Parent

!£Adolescent.

At this meeting Harmon B. Stephens, Chairman ot the Moral
Standards in Literature Committee, in his annual report urged a
study of the extent to which social welfare is threatened by
free access to· demoralizing literature.

Parents were requested

to record their opinions of stories children read and to

~-·-·----------------------------~--~
- 12 analyze the stories as to how they affect one or more of the
five elements of social safety:
Respect for Marriage.
Religion.

5.

3.

1.

Respect for the Home.

Respect for law.

4.

2.

Respect for

Protection of Minors from Undue Excitement

(45:78}.
The 1927 Congress included in its resolutions the adoption
of the seven objectives of education -- health and safety,
worthy home membership, ethical character, mastery of the tools,
technic and spirit of learning, vocational and economic efficiency, wise use of leisure, and faithful citizenship (19:2).

In

the srune year, the President of the National Congress, Mrs.
A. H. Reeve, made an address at the Pan-American Child Welfare
Meeting at Havana, (4:292-93) and the Congress, which had been
elected to an associate membership in the Conference of the
World Federation of Educational Associations, conducted ParentTeacher section meetins in connection with its second Biennial
Meeting (4:293).
Between 1923 and 1928 five new bureaus were established in
the National Congress -- Child Development, Rural Life, Publicity, Program Service, and Education Extension (4:290).
Education

~

Worthy

~

Membership was the themeof the

Convention of 1929 in Washington.

The increasing interest in

parent education is shown in the subjects of some of the
addresses.

They were:

- 13 ~Membership

!h! School

-

under Modern Conditions.
Worthz

~

Membership.

~

--

The Child's Health and the Nation.

The Ordeal ot Modern Youth.

Public

Responsibility~

H6me.

-

~American~

Parents

!a!

~

Child's

Preparation
'

~

Protecting

!h!

Welfare~

1h!

in Citizenship Training.

tfusical Training £! Children.
Appreciation~
~

Better Livins.

the Vocation £! Home Making.

Can I Help Mz Child Secure !. Sound Body?

Creating Public Utilities toward Child Health.
~ ~

I Help

Mz

Child Attain

Sound~

Attitudes?

Safeguarding Adolescent Health Activities.
Guiding Boy-Girl RelationshiP!•
Character-Training of Their Children.
Family

Recreation~~

Fruitful Feature ot Home Lite

(21:7~9).

The National Educational Association in the same year
unanimously adopted the following resolution:
No greater movement in the field ot education
has been fostered during the last quarter ot a century
than the Organization ot Parent-Teacher Associations.
This movement has tor its purpose the weltare ot
children. It has held steadfastly to this high
endeavor and has become one of the most ettioient
agencies in the promotion of all activities which
contribute to the successful training ot the child
in its relation to the home, school, church and state.

~----------------------------------~
- 14 -

In every commonwealth it exerts much influence in
the field of the curriculum and in the assumption
of a proper attitude toward extra-curricular subjects. Without its influence there would have been
less progress in the securing of adequate tunds for
buildings, equipment, and maintenance of the public
schools. T.he social intercourse or parents and
teachers contributes to a better understanding and
appreciation or child nature and brings about a
united action in every community resulting in democracy
in education.
The National Educational Association commends
this great organization upon the work already
accomplished and assures its cooperation in all
efforts to promote a closer relationship between
the home and the school (21:65).
The same year the

following states reported that study

circles were a part or their work in Parent Education:

Arkan-

sas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Iowa
Kansas, Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Rampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio,• Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and
Washington.

California reported three hundred study circles,

Tennessee two hundred and Florida between one hundred twentyfive and one hundred fifty (21:78-81).
The folloWing partial list of University courses in Parent
T•aeher work which could be taken by correspondence in 1929
shows the great enthusiasm for the Parent-Education phase ot
the Parent-Teacher movement:
COURSES

SCHOOLS

University of Arkansas
{Fayetteville, Arkansas)

Home

~

Society

Child Welfare

~----------------------------------~
- 15 -

SCHOOLS

University of Arkansas
(Fayetteville, Arkansas)

COURSES

!!!! Whole Child
Child Psrohology
Adolescent Psycholosy

University of California
(Berkeley, California}

Mental

~

Moral Trainins

.Q! Children

Feeding of Infants and
Children----

-

-

Prenatal and Infant Care
~

Preschool Child

University of Chicago
(Chicago, Illinois)

!h!, Trainins ot Children

University of Indiana
(Bloomington, Indiana)

Juvenile Delinguenoz
Probation
Child Welfare

University of Iowa
(Iowa City, Iowa)

Child rtudz
Educat on

~

Parent

The Behavior of Sohool
Clii'ldren
Massachusetts Division of
University Extension
(Boston, Massachusetts)

Child Psyoholosz
Music
~

University of Minnesota
(Minneapolis, Minnesota)

~

Mothers

Preschool Child

Hysiene of Infancy and
MaternitY:
---

'-~------------------------------~
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Courses

Schools
University of Minnesota
(Minneapolis, Minnesota)

Child Welfare
Child Q!£1 and Training
Child Development and
Training
--Educational Methods for
Youns Children
---

University of Missouri
(Columbia, Missouri)

Education

~

Parents

Child Welfare
Foods !B! Nutrition
Household Problems
Household Sanitation
Home Planning
University of North Carolina
(Chapel Hill, North Carolina)

~ Furnishin~

Child Study

!a! Family

~

Marriase

University of Oklahoma
(Norman, Oklahoma)

-The Child in __
the Home

University of Oregon
(Eugene, Oregon(

Child Study

.....,

Moral Trainins
University of South Dakota
(Vermilion, South Dakota)
University ot Virginia
(Charlotteville, Virginia)
University of Wisconsin
(Madison, Wisconsin)

Child Psycholosy

-The

-

Nature of Childhood

Plannins !h! Family Dietary

~-'----------------~
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university of Wisconsin
(Madison, Wisconsin)
!£!Challenge

of~

Feeding Children for Health
( 2l: 90-01}

!!!S Growth

Children's Charter was the theme ot

the 1931 Convention and in their resolutions the Congress endorsed the nineteen articles ot the Children's Charter (19:2).
3. Membership Growth
In thirty-six years the National Congress ot Parents and
Teachers has made a remarkable growth.

On April 15, 1931, it

had 1,511,203 members in 22,000 local units.

The average

annual gain in membership during the last ten years was 123,248
Illinois made the largest gain in membership tor 1930-31.
The tive states leading in membership and number ot local
units April 15, 1931 were:
Membership
California

183,630

Illinois

118,419

Ohio

96,713

New York

75,848

Texas

71,117

'

Number of Units
California

1583

Texas

1453

Illinois
Michigan
Ohio

1143
1131
1043

~------------------------------- 18 The five largest associations in 1930 were:

Cole Junior

High School, Denver, with 2058 members; John Burroughs Junior
High School, Los Angeles, with 1738 members; Skinner Junior Rig
school, Denver, with 1220 members; and Bryn Mawr School,
Chicago, with 1144 members (19:3-4}.
Illinois is very proud of its State Branch -- one of the
largest and oldest, organized in 1900.

The following President

have steered the Illinois ship to its very creditable place in
the Parent-Teacher Organization:
Mrs. Roger B. McMullen

1900-1902

Mrs. Williams. Hefferan

1902-1906

Mrs. George M. Brill

1905-1908

Mrs. Orville T. Bright

1908-1910

Mrs. Louis K. Gillson

1910-1912

Mrs. L. D. Doty

1912-1914

Mrs. B. L. Langworthy

1914-1918

Mrs. Harry L. Fleming

1918-1920

Mrs. William F. Young

1920-1922

Mrs. Mark P. Mears

1922-1924

Mrs.

s.

M. Kolbride

1924-1926

N..rs.

Walter H. Buhlig

1926-1928

w.

Whitten

1928-1930

Mrs. Harry B. Detweiler

1930-Died

Mrs. Holland Flagler

1931.. ----

Mrs. Herbert

,-:·----------------,
- 19 In spite of these convincing figures the real growth ot
the

O~ganization

is the growth ot the idea of parent power in

education, from the tiny nucleus ot 1897 to the well-developed
organization of today with its trained leaders, study circles,
pre-school groups, reading lists, and other educational aids,
to bring about real

Parent~Teacher

cooperation
in child train"

ing.
B. Guidance of Parent-Teacher Activities
The National Congress ot Par•nts and Teachers is so beautifully organized that local associations may receive all the
help and inspiration they need in carrying out its ideals.

It

maintains a printing department at Headquarters in Washington
for the printing and distribution of literature helpful to
local associations in carrying out their work (6:60).

Some ot

these publications are:
Parents~

Teachers, edited by Martha Sprague Mason.

Its

aim is to give a comprehensive view of cooperative
education.
"
Publicity Primer, edited by Laura Underhill Kohn.

This is

to help publicity workers •..
Charts (Twelve in number).

Thete are used in teaching

Parent-Teacher work.
Child Welfare, a monthly publication.

This gives valuable

helps in child training and is used as a basis tor child study
groups and health and recreation projects (6:61•62).

~-·------------~
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Program Makins.

This is one of the most valuable aids to

the local associations.

In thr preface, the official program-

makers urge:
The program of the local association should be
directly related to the specific and immediate home,
school, and community needs, and should be a program
of education and activity, worked out with such insight, tact, and skill that every member of every
local unit will have definite things to do in his
daily lite as a result of the inspiration received
from the program.
The program-makers of the National Congress in this book
suggest that one subject be thoroughly developed through the
meetings of a year.

Below are two subjects they submit as

sample units for a year's work.
1.

Subject for the year - ! Study

September.

2!

Leisure-Ttme Beadins

A report ot a survey of leisure-time
reading ot pupils.

October.

Gift books for children.
Special appeals ot different kinds of
stories to different types of children.
a.

Fairytale

b.

Mystery story

c.

Plot story

d.

Nature story

Speaker

a city Librarian

Exhibit of good books for children •.
Discussion:

What type of story is most
~

beneficial to a child's development?

~~--------------~
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November.

A visit to the neighborhood branch of
the Public Library.
Teaching the use of the Library.
Talk by one of the Librarians.

December.

A demonstration of story telling by
members of the Association.

January.

a.

A story for a young child.

b.

A story for a primary child.

c.

Reading aloud for the older child.

Magazines in the home.
a.

Magazines for adults.

b.

Special magazines for children.

c.

Exhibit of recommended magazines.

Discussion:

How can we discourage the

presentation ot undesirable magazines?
February.

Founders' Day.

March.

Character Day, members attending in
costumes, representing characters in
well-known books.
Dramatization of parts of

well~known

books.
April.

Modern book-making for children.
Topics to be discussed:
a.

Modern printing and set-up of

~-----------------~
- 22 children's books.

or

b.

Modern binding

children's books.

c.

Modern illustrating.

Sketches of lives of illustrators and
methods used.
Use
2.

or

color.

Subject ror the year - A

vised Recreational Organizations
September.

Study~

!2 Young

!a! Value

~

Super-

People.

Reports of survey of the leisure-time
activities of school children and the
needs discovered.

October.

The Value

or

Girl Scouts.

Speaker -- A Girl Scout Executive.
An exhibition or Girl Scout activities.
Discussion:

Would a Girl Scout Troop

be an asset to our community?
November.

The Value of Boy Scouts.
Fathers' Night Speaker - A Boy Scout
Executive.
An

exhibition of Boy Scout activities.

Discussion:

Would a Boy Scout Troop be

assured the cooperation
and backing of
"
fathers?
December.

The influence

or

supervised outside

activities on the physical welrare

or

~--------------------------~
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children.
Speaker - a physician.
A study of the playground.
a.

Equipment.

b.

Supervision.

c.

Program of activities.

Speaker - a playground Director.
Discussion:

Are children of our com-

munity being given the opportunity to
keep fit through active play?
January.

The value of Y. M.

c.

A. andY.

w. c.

A

work.
Speaker - a "Y" executive.
Directing the gang spirit.
February.

Discussion:

Drama as a leisure-time

interest for children and adults.
March.

The influence of leisure-time activitie
in the home on the character developmen
of children.
Speaker - Mother.
Discussion:

Outside supervised activi-

ties versus home activities.
April.

A short play by the Girl Scouts.

May.

A

review of the objectives gained as a

result of the year's programs.

~~------------~
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The detail of these program suggestions shows that local
associations need only call on the National Congress for help
in all activities.
The State Branch helps too:

Each State Branch issues a

monthly Bulletin to the local groups.
is a message

~rom

In this Bulletin there

the State President as well as plans for

work, program material, reports from local associations, councils, and districts, lists of newly-organized local groups,
and messages from the National Congress (6:68-70).
Martha Sprague Mason in Parents

~

Teachers says that th

objects of the Parent-Teacher Association are five:
1. Child Welfare: to promote child welfare in home,
school, church and community.
2.

Improved standards of home lite.

3.

Adequate laws tor the care and protection of women
and children.

4.

tf

Cooperation:

to bring into closer relation the home

and the school, that parents and teaohers may cooperate
intelligently in training children.
"
5.

Public opinion:

to develop between educators and

the general public such united efforts as will secure
for every child the highest advantages in physical,
mental, moral, and spiritual education.
In the following pages will be seen how these objectives

~-·----------~--~
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are accomplished all over the United States through ParentTeacher activities.
1.

Activities to Promote

~hild

Welfare in the Home

In order to promote child welfare in the home, the

Paren~

Teaoher Association treats in its programs and literature such
subjects

as~

reading

!2t

children, Conditions

study, Radio programs, Thrift, Spending
-Health,
Regulation£! sleep

earning money,

~

~~habits, ~,

8pection, Physical training, Danger
ordination~

school ~

!2!!

~

for~

122 many

Medical !a-

activities,

~

e;perienoes, and Dress.

At the Cleveland College ot the University, courses to
enlighten parents in matters relating to the welfare of chil•
dren in the home are offered.

Some ot the courses offered are:

Nutrition, Cultivation 2! Sood food

!h!

habits~

relation

development of children !! different ages, Housekeeping

l£
~

sood management - their contribution !2 famill life and child
welfare, !!:!:!l!. ,!!!!
~

~'

Psychology

of pre-school !&!' Psychology

~

home· education

~ ~

adolescent, Family relations - emotional

~

.2lli_

education £! !a!

~

intellectual

factors, Family relations - further analysis of mechanisms
involved, Fathers' problems !!
Clothing, Housing, Ventilation,
Lunches,~~~

~~teeth

(7:92).

~

education g! children, Food

!!!!,

Play, Safety, School

undernourished, Suitable menus and£!£!

~----------------------------~
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Elizabeth Cleveland in

!! Parents

only

!!!! suggests to

1ocal Parent-Teacher organizations in the matter of Character

-

nevelcpment

~

!h!

Home:

A.

Talks on spiritual values by broadminded
clergymen, social workers, and court officials.

B.

Round table discussions on handling lies,
stealing, cruelty and tantrums (2:139-40].

The Cornell State College of Home Economics offers many
lectures to mothers on Child
these are:

Welfare!!~

Home.

Some of

Child training, Feeding problems, Research faets

about children's

behavior~

Situations in which children

their environmental situations,
resistant

~

~procedure

adults on these occasions, Conditions under which
sin

to~

together

~

~

dressing,

approval techniques, Abilities
generalizations
sions,

~

~~may

~

21.

!h.!~

Use.~ adults~
~

young

~

verbal-

children~~

simple

be involved in selections, deci-

~

guidance, Behavior

recording and analyzing

!a!

~

data !£

~

~period

of

~~method

current needs and

selection of a group

Guidance procedure£! several adults

!hildren (7:74-78).

!2£

preschool child 1!! his home

i•riodical improvement,
~d

such routine activities

!!'! varying homes, Methods of studying the

infant, his environment

2!

~

problems in their every-day life, Behavior of severa

infants !2.! .!!!!!!.

!!.£years

children~

groups and adult procedures involved,

Development of habits 2! control
eating, sleeping,

of

2! children,

with!£!~

sroup g!

r:----------~--------------~
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The University of Cincinnati offers parents these courses:
Problems

£t the Modern Parent

Mental Hysiene
~

~

Parents

~

Children

Well-adjusted Child in the Modern

~

Discipline
Emotional control
Good and bad habits
- -imagination
~child's

The University has pamphlets on:
Selection £! Food for Children
Formation~

Toys

~

good !Q2! habits

occupations

~

young children

What ,!2 buy for little children !.E£ Christmas
Mother's Training Centre -what it is, what it has
done, what it offers you (?:85-86).
The National Congress feels that Thrift should be made a
part of children's home training.

The chairman of the Thrift

Committee at the 1931 Convention made the following report:
The Thrift Committee is urging that every child
at least by the time he is five or six years
old should be given a small money allowance and
be made to understand that part must be saved.
His money experience oames only through actually
handling money. He should be taught early in
life that the comforts he enjoys - the very
home in which he lives have been made possible
by the labor and self-sacrifice of others and
that he too must prepare himself to meet economic responsibilities (23:147).

~------------------~
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2. Activities to Promote Child Weltare in School
While never dictating educational policies nor interferin
in any way with existing educational practices, the National
congress encourages the local associations to keep informed
concerning modern educational methods and to use their influence to bring about needed changes in the educational program.
Many associations have established health centers for
children, notably that of San Pedro, California.

In the San

Pedro Health Center 817 children were enrolled in the Dental
Clinic between September 7, 1926 and January 1, 1927.

One

thousand three hundred eighty-seven dental treatments and
sixty-seven medical treatments were given.

The Nose, Throat,

and Ear Department gave 237 treatments and performed 88 tonsil
and adenoid operations.

In the Eye Department 100 pairs ot

glasses were furnished (77:147).
Giving the handicapped children a chance is one of the mai
ideas ot the Juvenile Protective Department of the ParentTeacher Association.

The Colorado State Juvenile Protection

Committee has adopted as its motto:
"Prevention rather than correction.•

Its chairman has sent

the following suggestion to all Association chairmen:
1.

Appoint a Chairman of Juvenile Protection in each

county in which Parent-Teacher Associations are organized.

~----------------------------~
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- 29 Cooperate with mothers' study circles and with pre-

"

school circles; work with their chairmen for the good
of the child in its early education.
3.

Create community spirit and wholesome recreation

for children.
4.

Influence boards of education to establish special

classrooms for handicapped children and to form definite
programs for over-bright children without shortening
the number or required years in grade and high schools.
5.

Appoint Juvenile court committees in communities

in which there are courts.
6.

Aid in the establishment ot Juvenile Courts and

Detention Homes where there are none.
7.

Assist in making marriage laws safe as roads are

made for autos.

a.

Urge the registration of dependent children in

order that they may not be lost like puppies or kittens
that are given away.
9.

Become familiar with important State laws govern-

ing Juveniles (72:9).
Parent-Teacher Associations try to cooperate
with the
"
Churches especially in regard to the stabilization of the home
One of the most urgent appeals of the National Chairmen has
been in behalf of home and family relationships.

Mock and

~--------------------,

f

- 30 commercial marriages, all types of marriages ceremony that
detract from the sanctity of the marriage altar have been discouraged (23:145).
At the thirty-fifth annual convention of the National
congress in 1931, the Conference on Parent-Training in Churche
presented these findings:
The common interest of the Congress and the
Churches in carrying forward the aims of the
Children's Charter brings a sen;e of deep satisfaction that so many ways of cooperation are
open to them.
Parents are earnestly seeking tor help in the
spiritual training of their children. They are
conscious of the changing aspects of mental,
social, and economic life. They are uncertain
as to what relation these bear to the spiritual
values of life. They realize that the real
difficulty they are facing is the reconstruction of their thinking in relation to the spiritual
needs of their children. The greatest need at the
present time is for guidance material along these
lines (23:234).
The committee on Spiritual Training reported that the
California Branch has a pamphlet on Spiritual

Training~

Analysis, that in Colorado some local associations have had
discussion groups in which are stressed religion in the home
(23:146).
At the Conference on Parent

Training~

Churches, two

questions were discussed:
1.

•
How can a local Parent-Teacher Association cooperate

with the Church in parent training?

~~--------~
- 31 How may a Church plan a program of parent training

2.

in cooperation
"
with the Congress?
The results of the discussion of the first question were
8 ummed

up as follows:

1.

Many Parent-Teacher Associations are organized as

Congress units within Churches.
2.

The Superintendent of one school suggested that chil-

dren attend their own churches regularly.
3.

In 1930, one thousand towns and cities had week-day

schools of religion.

Two-thirds of these were non-denom-

inational.
4.

Leaders in the religious field have given valuable

assistance in parent problems.
The discussion of the second question showed that there
are already a few classes for young married couples as well as
for parents of adolescents (23:232-33).·
3.

Activities to Promote Child Welfare in the Community
The Parent-Teacher Associations wage incessant warfare on

bad movies and pporly supervised dance halls.

In so tar as

they have been able they have insisted on better censorship of
young peoples' amusements.

However, they realize that in com-

bating these evils, the best weapons are educating the youth
to enjoy healthful recreations and providing the community
with opportunities for normal pleasure.

~---- - - - - - - - ,
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Elizabeth Cleveland, discussing Recreation in
£?~ ~

1.

!! Parents

suggests for a good community:

Social meetings at which all sorts of games are played

which can be introduced into the home.
2.

Campaigns tor playgrounds.

3.

Assistance to authorities in checking undesirable

kinds of recreation, including movie-censorship and dance
hall inspection.
4.

Endorsement of sco'ut and similar activities.

5.

Distribution of lists of good bo.oks, good movies and

plays, good art exhibits, and good victrola records.
6.

Encouragement of school concerts and orchestras, and

cooperation
with efforts of symphony organizations to
"
provide concerts for children.
7.

Talks by school supervisors of music and art.

8.

Endorsement of and assistance at school parties and

dances {2:105-07).
Citizenship training is necessary in promoting the welfare

ot a community.

Miss Cleveland's suggestions in promoting this

are:
1.

Lectures by experts on civic problems.

2.

"
Cooperation
with civic organizations.

3.

Endorsement of legislation providing better

'

educational facilities.

,;~----------,
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Steadfast effort to abolish class, race, and religious

prejudice by working harmoniously with all groups.
5.

Constant organized work to train leaders and to use

individual ability for community benefit (2:120).
The Parent-Teacher Association considers the promotion of
safety habits furthering the welfare of the community.

At the

thirty-fifth annual convention of the National Congress in 1931
the Committee on Safety made the following recommendations for
satety:
A. Home Safety
1. Series of fifteen talks before the council or
local Associations on the following topics:
a. The house we live in
b. Outguessing the child
c. Electricity and gas - Their use and abuse
d. When accidents occur.
(Printed material for this series may be
secured through the National Safety Council.)
2. Home Inspection.

Members inspect their own

homes for hazards.
B. School Safety
1. Help association members to understand the school
safety program by arranging for talks and demonstrations by teachers and pupils.
2. Study patrols and cooperate with them.

~-·----------------------------- 34 3. Work with police authorities in providing Standard
School Zone signs for schools adjacent to schools.

c.

Public Safety
1. Study or state and city driving codes.
2. Participation in non-partisan movements for safety
such as efforts to secure ordinances prohibiting
the sale and use of fireworks (25:244).

Vocational guidance is zealously supported by Parent-Teach
er groups.

They realize the importance in a community of havin

the youth directed into the proper work.
tiors in.!! Parents
1.

only~

The official sugges-

are:

Lectures by experts on vocational guidance and
training.

2.

Distribution of printed information on various
vocations open to children, covering hours of work,
wages, type of ability needed, training required, etc.

3.

Campaigns for vocational guidance departments or
technical courses in public schools.

4.

Discussions with employers regarding qualities
desired in employees and consideration of their
criticisms of young workers (2:92).

4.

Activities to Raise the Standards of Home Life

Through its lectures, demonstrations, and literature, the
Parent-Teacher Association hopes to instil in mothers the wish

~-----------...
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The suggestions offered in

!! Parents only

~

tor this

important work are:
1.

Talks by School Directors of Household Arts explaining
how children are being trained in home-making ideals.

2.

School exhibits of sewing and cooking.

3.

Evening Household Arts classes for adults.

4.

Assistance ot Home Economics classes in preparing and
serving refreshments for Parent-Teacher Association
meetings'.

5.

Demonstration ot suitable dress for various occasions
( 2:60).

Thomas

w.

Gosling, writing in the School Review for Sep-

tember, 1929 thinks the following problems worthy of consideration in a program for raising the standard of home life:
1.

Educational and vocational guidance.

2.

Discipline.

3.

Relation of the sexes.

4.

Problem oases.

5.

Mental hygiene

6.

Home study (37:534-36).

At the 1931 convention the Conference of the Department
of Home service recommended that the National Congress of
Parents and Teachers and its units should

rr

'
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A.

Interest themselves actively in the study of the
following points:
1.

Types of houses best suited to be the homes of
children.

2.

Management of home to insure security and peace,
and at the same time provide for child development and growth.

3.

Home Sanitation.

4.

Program of education for home making as to
(a) The present scope of work in schools.
(b) The means for strengthening the work of
education for home-making in the schools.
(c) The standards and practices in homes as
they affect the child's concept of ahome.
(d) The minimum standards for family life
and the fundamental needs for steady employment to stabilize the income.

B.

Encourage prevocational courses in the Junior High
School curriculum and foster cooperation
between home
"
and school in understanding the prevocational educatio
of the child.

c.

Declare themselves in favor of steady work for the able
worker as a means of security for children in homes.

D.

Foster home education through securing cultural and
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educational radio programs, and also through generous
provision through the homes and home libraries for
the reading interests
E.

o~

adults and children.

Aid in the interpretation of the Eighteenth Amendment
as a significant protection of the American home and
urge parents to set an example in the observance of
this law and all laws.

F.

Assist parents in the nurture of spiritual and moral
well-being of children in the home through the promotion of individual and group study, reading in the
home, story-telling, music, and the wise selection of
radio programs, (23:210).
5. Activities to Secure more Adequate Laws
for the Protection of Children

Each State Branch is interested in the legislative program
which has to do with children or education.

In 1931 the State

of Washington included in its state legislative program a
Library Bill, a State Education Bill, A Parental School Bill,

a Children's Code Commission to re-codify the laws pertaining
to children, a home for feeble-minded Bill, an Adoption Bill, a
Bill for the better care of dependent children, and a Mothers'
Pension Law amendment (23:119).
The report of the chairman of the Juvenile Protection
Committee of the 1931 Congress shows that state chairmen are
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assiduously studying state laws and local protective measures.
personal activities of the chairmen include writing articles

tor papers and state magazines; visiting detention homes, child
caring institutions, and Juvenile courts; attending at social
workers' conferences and educational meetings; and giving talks
before local associations (25:119).
Mrs. Louis T. deValliere, chairman of the Department of
Public Welfare, reported:
Due to the work of the State Branches in the
legislative field, hundreds of homes and communities have been made safer, children have been·
saved from the stigma of jails, and both adults
and children have been given the opportunity for
wholesome recreation, plenty of good books, and
adequate training tor an all-around good citizenship (23:116}.
6.

Activities to Promote Parent Education

A very important work of the Parent-Teacher Association is
parent education -- giving fathers and mothers an understanding
of the objectives and methods of school procedure by discussions
of such subjects as:

What is

Science hoping to accomplish?
Community Civics?

education~

What is the teacher o

Of what value is the study of

Why is a School Orchestra important?

is homogeneous grouping?

What

What is progressive education?

How

does the modern method of teaching Reading differ from the
alphabet method?

How are new Spelling lists made?

graphy vitalized by trips and pictures?

How is Geo-

How are children

taught to speak with fluency and accuracy through Oral English?
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uow is meaning given to literature through dramatization?
The suggestions given in Cleveland's £!Parents only !a!!
tor the work in Parent Education are:
1.

Talks by school administrators and supervisors of
various school departments to explain the school
program.

2.

Demonstration lessons illustrating the work of
various grades.

3.

Presentation of case studies of problem children.

4.

Evening courses for parents in child psychology.

5.

Presentation of information about the purpose and
value of mental tests and mental clinics (2:40-41).

In Child Welfare, Volume

e,

Number~

are listed some loan

papers which are circulated among the local associations in
connection with the work in Parent Education.

Some of them are:

Domestic Sanitation

Julia M. Johnson

How to retain the Confidence ot
our-children---

Mrs. Jas. Murray

A Mother's Library

Mrs. H. H. Birney

~

Dr. G. Stanley Hall

your Child f.!!1

!a! Kindergarten helps
lli _Mo-..t_h_e.;:..r

~

Amalie Hofer and
Louise Butler

The First ·500 Days in a
-child's trfe
--

Mrs. Winfield

~

G. B. Logan

-

Parents Hinder the School
work
of ..;;..;;;.;;..,;;;;;;;..
their .;;.==;;;...;;.;;;;
Children
-

s.

Hall
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in

~

.-.H...o....,u..s,.e;;;:h.;;.o:l.:.d

Dr. Harvey Wiley

Home Discipline
-Physical
ot Children

Dr. Emmett L. Holt

Character Training

Mrs. T.

Children's Companions

Mrs. T.

~

.;;.cr_i=s..,_i~s

1!! Q!!:!

Jas. L. Hughes

w.
w.

Birney
Birney

Dr. Dora Green Wilson

~

Parents' Obligations to the

Y~s.

Necessity of
Children

Mrs. Frederic Schoff

schools

--

Occupation~

Henry J. Hersey

Function !2!. Play in !. System fr!.
Education

Prot. J. c. Barnard

~ ot Parents in Training
--clii!dren for Citizenship

Edw. L. Sabin

Function ot Great Literature
in Building Character

Mrs. H. H. Birney

Physical Training ~ Necessary
as Mental for the Fullest
Tievelopment of~nhood

Dr. Leartus Connor

Fads and their Saving Value
---rC>rCliildren

Mrs. J.

Thoughts
cation

s.

v.

Fifield

Religious

~

Prof. M.

Nature Studies in !B.!

!!2.!!!!

Miss Anna Schroyer

~

O'Shea

Earnin~

Mrs. I.

o.

Middleton

Education ot Girls as Future
Wives and Mothers--

Mrs. T.

w.

Birney

Home the Ba81s of Civic, Social
---andAro"ral Uplift

Mrs. Frederic Schoff

and Saving as Factors
in t e-nivelopmen~ot
Character
-

-

~
~· ~

- 41 Power of Organized Motherhood to
Benefrt Humanity
--

Mrs. T.

w.

Birney

The Chairman of the Parent Education Committee at the 1931
convention made the following report:
State Congresses of Parents and Teachers in every State
aim to secure and maintain same or all of the following ser•
vices in Parent Education:
1. Leadership training courses in State Universities,
Colleges and Normal Schools to prepare leaders for
study groups.
2. Schools for parents -- one to two-day institutes
carried on by specialists to arouse interest in Parent
Education in localities in which interest seems to be
low.
3. Better radio programs on child care and training.
4. Correspondence courses (23:168-69).
It can be seen.from the foregoing that the National Congress of Parents and Teachers does all in its power to properly
direct local Associations in real Parent-Teacher Work.

c.

Review of Previous Investigations in the Field

The writer has seen four studies relative to the ParentTeacher question.

They are:

Parent-Teacher Association by

Ila Delbert Weeks, ! Survey of
Associations

~ ~

during

!a!~

~

!· Mitten, !£!Present Status

£! Local Parent-Teacher

school year 1928-1929 by Joe

of~

Parent-Teacher Association
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-

in North Dakota by Mrs. Emma Golden Bauer, and an article on

The Parent-Teacher Association in the March 1931 issue of

----Thought by Douglas Van Bramer.

1. Parent-Teacher Association 1926 University of Iowa
Ila Delbert Weeks
The purpose of the writer of this study is to ascertain th
aims, forms of organization, and activities of Parent-Teacher
Associations throughout the United States, with particular emphasis upon conditions in Iowa.

The work may be summed up as

follows:
A.

The aims are those set forth in the Handbook of the

National Organization:
1. To raise the standard of home life; to develop
wiser, better-trained parenthood.
2. To give young people opportunities to learn the
proper care end training of children.
3. To bring into closer relation the home and the school
4. To surround the childhood of the whole world with
loving, wise care in the impressionable years of life.
5.

To interest men and women in cooperating
with the
"
schools in the work for better conditions in the oommunity, in the belief that, to accomplish the best
results, men and wamen must work together.

6. To secure legislation for the establishment of

- 43

juvenile courts so that no child shall be tried in
ordinary court with adult criminals.
7. To work for probationary care in individual homes
rather than in institutions.
8. To arouse the whole community to a sense of its
duty and responsibility to the blameless, dependent,
and neglected child.
B.

The organization has departments for:
1. Relations of the National, State, and Local Associations.
2. Press and Publicity.
3. Literature tor the Information of Members.
4. Speakers' Bureau or Exchange.
5. Ways and Means.
6. Membership.
7. Church Parent-Teacher Associations.

c.

The activities include those in connection with:
1. Public Welfare
a. Better Films.
b. A more progressive and wholesome country lite.
c. Legislation attempting to secure better social
and educational advantages for childhood.
d. Juvenile Protection.
e.

Philanthropic Work.

t. Training in American Citizenship.

- 44 2. Education

a. Humane education.
b. Pre-schools.
e. School education.
d. Parent-Teacher training courses in Colleges, Universities and Nor.mal Schools.
e. Cooperation
and better sentiment.
"
f. Kindergarten extension.
g. Beautifying school grounds.
h. Music and Art.
i. Illiteracy.
j. Student loan fund.

k. Rural Parent-Teacher Associations.
1. Suggested programs.
m. High-School Parent-Teaeher Associations.
n. Parent-Teacher Associations in City Grade Schools.
3. Home Service
a. Home education.
b. Home economics.
c. Thrift.
d. Recreation and social standards.
e. Children's reading.
4. Health
a. Child Hygiene.
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b. Social Hygiene.
c. Physical Education.
d. Playgrounds.
e. Physical and medical examinations.

-t. Clinics.
g. Nutrition.
h. Health crusades.
i. Nurses.
The study closes with a Chapter on !!!!., Status !r!_ ill,
Parent-Teacher Association in Iowa.

In cities having more than

one school, in typical towns, in consolidated schools, and in
rural schools, the Parent-Teacher Association was found to be
n

securing closer cooperation between home and school
2.

! Survez o-r .!B.! Work o-r Local Parent-Teacher Associations
In Ohio during !a! school tear 1928-1929.
As a result o-r his study, Mr. Mitten concluded that
a.

The Parent-Teacher Association is a large, active
organization accepted and enthusiastically welcomed by a large majority o"t educators o"t Ohio.

b.

It is doing a highly varied work.

c.

In some communities it has strayed from the purposes
set down by the National Congress.

d.

The most valuable contributions o"t the Parent-Teache
Association are the advancement o"t child welfare and
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the betterment of the home-school relation.
e.

Superintendents and Presidents of the Associations
agree fundamentally on the relative desirability of
the various activities of the Association.

f.

The amount of money raised with which to buy equipment for the schools is large and various means are
used of raising such money.

g.

A majority of educators in Ohio think that the purchase of equipment for the schools is a desirable
activity of the Parent-Teacher Association.

h.

Some Associations are causing trouble for school
officials by meddling in matters which are outside
their proper field.

i.

There is evidence to support the belief that some of
the worst criticisms of the·Association are based on
hearsay.

j.

A lack of trained leadership is hampering the work
of the Association.

The writer's recommendations were:
1.

Educators should study more about the Parent-Teacher
Association and its power for good.

They should

make themselves acquainted with the work of ParentTeachers' Associations which is regarded as desirable by school officials.
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2.

Educators need to cooperate
more fully with the
"
officers of the Parent-Teacher Association in same
instances helping to guide them always toward their
higher aims and purposes.

3.

Associations should study more efficient means of
arousing the interest of all the patrons of the
school.

4.

Associations should form a definite program based on
a survey of the educational needs of the community.

5.

Associations must not dictate the policy of the
schools.

It is doubtful whether any Association

should ever seek to advise the teachers, superintendents, principals and boards of education, concerning school matters.
6.

Associations should study more efficient ways of
raising funds.

7.

Material aid should be given to the school only for
(a) Contributions for demonstrations of new and
untried educational activities.
(b) The improvement of the atmosphere and the comfort of the school.
(c) Emergencies which call for assistance in order
that the work of the school may not be interrupted nor impaired.

s.

The Association should consider means for the
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efficient training of leaders in Parent-Teacher work
The office of President should be filled from the
ranks of those who have had experience in minor
offices in the Association.
9.

More courses should be offered by colleges and universities to

fit persons to fill creditably offices

of responsibility in the Parent-Teacher Association.
10. Correct bookkeeping pra.otice should be studied by all
treasurers.
11.

The books of each Association should be audited
yearly.

12.

The Association needs to direct its attention more
toward educational functions such as child study.

13.

The relation of the Parent-Teacher Association to

"
the school must be one of friendly cooperation.
Neither must seek to control the other.

They must

cooperate.
"
3.

!h!

!h! Present Status ~ ]£! Parent-Teacher
Association !! North Dakota

Present Status

~

!h! Parent-Teacher

Association !!

North Dakota is a study that was made in 1930 under the direction of Dr.

w.

E. Peck of the College of Education of the Uni-

versity of Minnesota.

The purpose of the study was to ascer-

tain the status of the Parent-Teacher Association program in
~

~;·
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North Dakota, to determine whether or not the time, energy and
expense of the National Congress, State Congress and State Department of Education of North Dakota spent in stimulating
parent-Teacher work had been worth-while.

Mrs. Golden had been

one of the organizers in a State-wide membership drive.

Her

study showed that the consensus of opinion throughout the State
was that the ttme of organizers of new Parent-Teacher groups
had been well-spent, and that the Parent-Teacher Association
was a worth-while Organization.
4.

The Parent-Teacher Association

In his article in Thought tor March, 1931,

l~.

Van Bramer

says that research to determine whether the Parent-Teacher
Association is a help or a hindrance indicates that the Organization is and can be a vital function in any school when properly organized to bring about an interest and helpfulness
between teacher and parent.
Two questionnaires are cited by Mr. Van Bramer, the first
sent out by M. B. Keck, Principal of Clear Lake High School of
Wisconsin.

This questionnaire was sent to 182 Principals of

Wisconsin High Schools, having six or more teachers.

The repli s

trom 129 Principals show that they believe that the ParentTeacher Association is a positive factor in increasing homeschool co8peration in educating parents, in stimulating an
interest in an understanding of the school and its problems,
and in fostering extra-curricular activities.

The objections
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of those who do not approve of the Parent-Teacher Association
are that the Association gives an opportunity for parents to
meddle with administrative problems, that the right parents are
not reached, that petty grievances are aired in the meetings,
and that factions dominate the Association.

Parent-Teacher Associations by Marth Sprague

The second study cited by Mr. Van Bramer was What Educators Think
Mason.

~

Of 532 State Superintendents, City Superintendents,

Presidents of Normal Schools, Heads of Departments of Educatio ,
and County Superintendents, ?1 per oent were in favor of Parent
Teacher Associations.
Of the 33 State Superintendents questioned, 28 were
entirely in favor of Parent-Teacher Associations, one was
neutral, two were non-committal, and two said other organizations took the place of the Parent-Teacher Association.
Practically all these State Superintendents say of the
Association:
1.

It is a co-ordinating influence.

2.

It is of great assistance to school and teachers.

3.

It is within its field to champion desirable school
legislation.

Of 170 City Superintendents questioned 136 were entirely
favorable, 11 were doubtful, 20 were non-committal, and three
were opposed.

Favorable testimonials from the 136 City Super-

intendents concerning the Association indicate that:

rr---·- - - - - - - - - - - .
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1.

It promotes co8peration.

2.

It affords the best means of seiling the Superintendent's program to the Public.

3.

It is of value in putting over bond issues.

4.

It is valuable in promoting child welfare, school
morale, and school discipline.

Of 102 Presidents of Normal Schools questioned, 74 were
entirely favorable, 6 were neutral, 17 were noB-committal,
and 5 were opposed.

The general agreement concerning the

Association was that:
1.

It fosters a wholesome community spirit.

2.

It supplements and supports the school and home
in training the young.

3.

It ·is a ··necessary adjunct to any school.

Of 176 Heads of Departments of Education, 106 were entire
ly favorable, 9 were neutral, 58 were non-committal, and 3
were opposed.

These Heads of Departments of Education said of

the Association that:
1.

It creates public sentiment for better schools.

2.

It is the connecting link between the school and
the community.

3.

It functions properly in interpreting the school to
the community.

4.

It educates parents.

5.

It must have proper leadership.

~~-------------------------~
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Of the 51 County Superintendents questioned, 34 were
entirely favorable, 12 were non-committal and 5 were opposed.
Of the Association these County Superintendents believed that:
1.

It builds a wholesome community spirit.

2.

It brings parents into the school.

3.

It fosters friendly cooperative
relationships.
"

These school officials, it can be seen, feel that the
Parent-Teacher Association is worth-while.
D.

S~ry

A study of the literature in the Parent-Teacher field
shows:
1.

"
The idea of Parent-Teacher cooperation
in child
training has been steadily growing since the
organization of the National Congress of Mothers
in 1897.

2.

The Parent-Teacher Association is interested in
everything that relates to Child Welfare in the
home, school, church, and community.

3.

All the activities of the Parent-Teacher Association should be concerned with some phase of Child
Welfare in the home, school, church or community.

4.

The Parent-Teacher Association is so organized
that a local Association may receive all the help
it needs from the National, State, and Council
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organizations in carrying on its activities.
5.

Other studies find that, in general, the ParentTeacher Association is a power of good.

The next chapter has to do with the findings of the
Writer's questionnaire sent to local Parent-Teacher Association
1n all parts of Illinois.

Chapter III
The Present Investigation
A.

The Purpose of the Questionnaire

The purpose of the questionnaire was:
To ascertain whether interest in the Organization is
growing or waning;
To determine whether or not co8peration between parents
and teachers is promoted through Parent-Teacher meetings;
To discover how many Associations have systematic educational programs and, if they have, to learn what subjects are
used in the programs;
To discover how many Associations have study circles and
if they have, to learn what subjects have been studied in these
groups;
To discover how many Associations have pre-school study
groups and, if they have, to learn what subjects have been presented in these groups.
l

To find out how many Associations have their own
library shelves and, if they have, to find out what volumes and
magazines are included in their collections;
To ascertain how many members have taken extension
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in University classes in Parent-Teacher work;
To find out how many Associations have taken part in the

summer Round-up, how many children have been examined, and how
many defects have been corrected;
To find out how much money is spent in buying school
equipment and decorations;
To find out how much money is spent for Welfare work;
To find out whether or not the Parent-Teacher Association is generally felt to be responsible for the development of
a feeling of parental responsibility and interest;
To find out what the Associations consider important
Parent-Teacher work;
To study favorable as well as unfavorable criticisms of
Parent-Teacher Association work.
B.

Replies to the Questionnaire

Questionnaires were sent to 125 Associations in Chicago,
125 Associations in other Illinois cities of 5000 or more popu-

lation, and 125 Associations in Illinois towns of less than
5000 population.

Two questionnaires were sent to each Associa-

tion -- one to the Principal of the School and one to the
President of the Association.

In only 78 oases did both the

Principal and the President reply.

The response which was

received first, whether it was from the Principal or from the
President, was used in tallying the data except when a study
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was made of the duplicate responses to questions 10 and 11.
Replies were received :from:
Sixty Chicago Principals or

48~

of those questioned,

Seventy-three Chicago Presidents or 58.4% of those
questioned,
Forty-seven Principals of Schools of other Illinois
cities or 37.6% of those questioned,
Forty-nine Presidents in other Illinois cities or 39.2%
of those questioned.
Forty-four Principals of Schools in Illinois towns or
35.2% of those questioned.
Fi:fty-one Presidents in Illinois towns or 40.8% of those
questioned.
This meant that in all
Ninety-four Chicago Associations were heard from or 75.2'~
of those questioned.
Seventy-seven Associations in other Illinois cities were
heard from or 61.6% of those questioned.
Seventy-five Associations in the Illinois towns were
heard from or 60% of those questioned.
Two hundred forty-six Associations were heard from or
65.6% of those questioned.

There were in all 324 re-

plies, since for 78 Associations both Presidents and
Principals answered the questionnaire.* {See Table I}

* Seventeen replies were received too late to tabulate.

Thus

r----------------------~
TABLE I

Distribution of Returned Questionnaires
Principals
Numbar

Presidents

Percentage of
those
sent

Organizations

Numher

Percentage of
those
sent

Numher

Percentage of
those
sent

58.4

94

75.2

77

61.6

75

60

Chicago

60

48

73

Other cities

47

37.6

49

Towns

44

35.2

51

39.2

40.8

246

65.6

In addition 78 questionnaires were received from both
Principals and Presidents.

This raises total returned

questionnaires to 324.
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c.

Summary of Questionnaire findings
1.

Membership

For 1931-32, 74 schools in Chicago report a combined
membership of 17,854, 68 schools in tbe other cities report
7,785, and 71 schools in the smaller towns 5,499.

This was an

average of 241 tor each Chicago local association, 114 for each
of the locals in the smaller cities, and 7"1 for each in the
towns.
As reported by the respondents, 62 schools in Chicago, 51
schools in the smaller cities and 60 schools in the tewns, the
numbers of those eligible tor membership in the three districts
are respectively 42,455, 16,931 and 12,155.

These figures show

a percentage of 35.2 of the eligibles belonging to local associations in Chicago, 41.1 in the other cities and 38.3 in the
towns.

This indicates that there was (relatively} the least

Parent-Teacher enthusiasm in Chicago and the most in the other
cities of Illinois.

(See Table II)

For 1932-33, 74 Chicago schools report a combined membership of 16,722, 67 other cities have 6,178, and 69 schools in
the towns have 4,707.

This is an average of 225 tor Chicago,

92 for the other cities, and 69 for the towns.

Since the year

is only half over and the memberships are not yet all secured,
it is hardly fair to base much on these figures.

the total number of responses was 341.

They do indi-

,...-

TABLE II

Membership in Parent-Teacher Associations

Average
membership in
each
Associ ation in
1932-33

Average
membership
in each
Associa ...
ti6n in
1932-33

Average
number
of those
eligible
for membership

Percentof those
eligible
belonging

Percentage
of falling
off in
membership
in 1932-33

Chicago

241

225

684

35.2

6.6

Other oi ties

114

92

2'17

41.1

19.3

77

68

201

38.3

11.6

146

131

390

37.4

10.2

'I' owns

Total
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cate, however, that Chicago local associations have done better
in their membership drives this year than those of the rest of
the State whether it be because of greater enthusiasm or because of better financial circumstances since their memberships
have fallen off only 6.6 per cent while the memberships of the
associations of other cities and of the towns have fallen ott
19.3 per cent and 11.6 per cent respectively in the last year.
(See Table II).
2.

Sociability of Meetings

In 188 Associations of the 225 responding to the question,
the regular monthly meeting is followed by a social meeting.
No social meeting follows in 20 Associations and a social meeting sometimes follows the regular meeting in 17 Associations.
The social meeting is thus a rather general accompaniment of a
Parent-Teacher occasion. (See Table III).
Do these meetings result in a feeling ot co8peration
between parents and teachers?

Here opinions differ.

The re-

port of 164 Associations is that the social meetings do result
in a feeling of co8peration.

On the other hand, 8 Associations

report the contrary and 50 Associations report that sometimes a
feeling of co8peration results.

That is, 73.8 per cent say tha

the social meetings bring about a feeling of co8peration, 3.6
per cent say that they do not, and 22.6 per cent say that sometimes the social meetings lead to cooperation
"
between teachers
&nd parents. (See Table III).

'

TABLE III
Social Meetings in Connection with the Regular Meetings

Yes

No

Does a social meeting
follow the regular
meeting?

73

2

Is cooperation
between
"
mothers and teachers
developed through the
social meeting?

63

3

Yes

No

5

56

g

12

47

2

Sometimes

Yes

No

8

59

9

20

54

3

Sometimes

Towns

Towns

Other Cities

Chicago

Yes

No

Sometimes

4

188

20

1'7

18

164

8

50

Sometimes

21 Respondents did not reply to Q,uestion 1
21 Respondents did not reply to Question 2
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Systematic Educational Programs

In reply to the question, "Have you a systematic education
al program for your meetings for 1932-33?" ot the 216 who
answered this point 139 said "Yes," while 77 said "No."

That

is, 64.3 per cent claim to have a well-defined educational program for the year while 35.7 per cent say that they have not.
Chicago does better than the rest of the State in regard t
her systematized educational programs.
ciations report "Yes," and 21, "No."

Fifty-five Chicago Asso
This makes 72.3 per cent

with a systematfzed educational program.
In the other citites 58.5 per cent claim a well-planned
program (41 "Yes" and 29 "No") and in the towns 61.4 per cent
(43 "Yes" and 27 "No") have well-planned educational programs.
(See Table IV·).
The taot that 23 Associations did not answer the question
either way would lead one to believe that there is no systemati
educational program in their plans.

This would mean that a

larger percentage than 35.7 have not taken care of this very
important feature of a Parent-Teacher Association.
That the Organizations which have gone seriously into this
matter of educational programs are working in the right direction is evidenced by the selections of subjects they submit
(Refer to Figure 1).
They are:

rr
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i"

Number of times used as Subject
of Educational Program

Subjects

parent Education
citizenship
~ealth

Wise Use of
~eisure

Child Study
Child Welfare
Objectives
of Learning

~even

~ow

your School

Wromoting School
~nterests in the
~ommunity
~haracter

lcation

Edu-

~romoting co8perlet1on between
~arents and Teach~rs

..........

~ndernourished

Phild

~chool

Standards

~hildhood Trainin.~
..... .....

~elpful Program
~~'or Home
~ohool

and

Figure 1 - Subjects most Used for Educational Programs of
Parent-Teacher Associations

r~
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Figure 1 (cont.)
r-

Making the best of
the Depression
Child Personality
worthy Home membership

Relation of Home
8 nd School
tJtrisoellaneous
subjects

~

,.

2.'

,

~

~_,

4'

?

-K

'i

'"

,,

1:1.,

'3

,., ,.-
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Subjects

Number of' times
named

Parent Education

12

Citizenship

10
7

Health
Wise use

or

Leisure

7

Child Study

6

Child Welfare

6

seven Objectives of Learning

5

Know your School

5

Promoting School Interests in the Community

4

Character Education

4

Promoting Cooperation
between Parents and
"
Teachers

4

Undernourished Child

3

School Standards

3

Childhood Training

2

Helpful Programs f'or Home and School

2

Making the Best of' the Depression

2

Child Personality

2

Worthy Home Membership

2

Junior High School Education

1

Tools and Techniques of' Learning

1

The Strayer Report

1

The Adolescent Child

1
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citizens' Obligations to Children

1

Progressive Education

1

Rehabilitation

1

Home Making

1

Better Parenthood

1

study of Social Conditions in Relation to the Child

1

Right Attitude toward Constructive MOvements

1

American Ideals

1

The Father the School and the Child

1

Parental Responsibility

1

To make Lives not Money

1

Thirty-two Associations which claim a systematic education
program do not specify the subject chosen for the year.

This

probably indicates an educational program not definitely
limited to a single subject.
4.

Study Circles

Answers to the question, "Is there in connection with your
local association a reading circle or a child study circle which
meets at a time other than the regular meeting time?"
219 Associations.
"No."

came fro

Eighty-four answered, "Yes," and 135 answere ,

That is, 61.7 per cent do not take part in this very

valuable part of the Parent Education work.
answers were, 43, "Yes," and 32, "No,"

In Chicago the

in other cities 24,
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"Yes," and 47, "No," and in the towns 17, "Yes," and 56 "No.•
Again Chicago leads in this work, 57.3 per cent of her Associations reporting reading or study circles while in the other
cities the percentage is only 33.8 and in the towns 23.2 (see
Table IV).
Below are given the subjects listed as having been presented in the study circles and the number of times each was
cited:
Habit Formation in Early Years

68

Importance of the Home Atmosphere in Child
Development

67

Importance of the Family as an Educational
Institution

53

Importance of Mental Hygiene in Child
Training

53

Children's Reading

52

Children's lies

41

Children's Stealing

38

Effect of the Early Regime on the Physical
Consitution

33

Thrift

31

Radio Programs

29

Child Guidance Clinics

22

Dress

21

Art in the Home

17

Ventilation

15
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Juvenile Courts

15

Nursery Schools

14

Housing

12

curriculum Making

8

Experimental Sohools

6

Sex Instruction

6

Trends in Family Life

5

Health

4

Leisure time Activities

5

The Role of Parent

3

Behavior Problems

5

Growing up

5

Youth -- its Problems and its Joys

2

Sleep

2

Anger and Fear

2

Emotional Habits

2

Allowances

2

Constructive Activities in the Progressive Schools

2

Citizenship

2

The Misunderstood Child

2

Obedience

1

Evaluation of Various Subjects in Childcentered Schools

1

6-5-5 Organization

1

Movies

1
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Games and Play

1

Nutrition

1

Making Parent Education Practical

1

A Knowledge of Psychology needed.

Why?

1

Shyness and Timidity

1

Generosity

1

Tolerance

1

Child's Need for Companionship

1

The Gang Age

1

Heredity and Environment

1

Mental Development of the Child

1

Social Life of the Child

1

Immunization

1

Music Appreciation

1

Toys and their Selection

1

Courtesy

1

The Child in the Community

1

Independence

1

The Careless and Indifferent Child

1

Courage

1

Rewards and Punishments

1

Inventivesness

1

Home Conflict

1

"
Cooperative
Home-making

1

r--------------------~
- 70 Has your Child a Case?

1

Finding a Job

1

Character Education

1

Humane Education

1

(Refer to Figure 2)
5.

Classes for Mothers of Pre-school Groups

The replies to the question, "Is there a class for the
instruction of mothers whose children are not yet of school
age?" show that the Associations all over the State have all
just made a start in this very important branch of Parent Education.

In Chicago 9.2 per cent of the Associations or 7 out

of 76, in other cities 10.4 per cent or 7 out of 67, and in the
toWns 10 per cent or 7 out of 70 have such classes. (See Table
IV) •

Below are the subjects cited as having been presented to
the mothers of pre-school children:
Subject

Number of times presented

Rest Habits

18

Reaction to Food

18

Stories for Children

16

Psychology and Education of PreSchool Children

15

Children's Imagination

14

Play Activities

14
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Subject

Number of times used as Subject of study
Circle

p-

llJabit Formation
in Early Year
~~

Importance of the
Home Atmosphere
in Child Development
..................................... .
Importance of the
Family as an Educational Institution
~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
Importance of
Mental Hygiene in
Child Training ...............................
Children's Reading
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .
Children's Lies
Children's Stealing
._. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

F

t

i!'~

'

Effect of the
Early Regime on
the
Physical Con- ,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
stitution
Thrift

I~

Radio Programs
Child Guidance
Clinics
Dress
Art in the Home
Ventilation
Figure 2 - Subjects presented in Reading or Study
Circles of Parent-Teacher Associations

r
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.ruvenile Courts

•

Nursery Schools
Housing
curriculum Makin
Experimental
Schools
sex Instruction
Trends in Family
Life
Miscellaneous
Subjects

I

t

'

-

..

le,

Figure 2 (cont.)
.... 30 .
<Jo.
'""

I~

3~-

..,,

so

•

,.

"~

71

1;

'

TABLE IV

Educational Activities of Parent-Teacher Associations
Other Cities

Chicago
~es

No

Yes
Percentage
reporting Yes

No

Total

Towns

Yes
Percentage
report-

No

ing~

Yes
Percentage
reporting Yes

No

139

77

64.3

Percentage
reporting Yes

-

Does your Association
have a systematic edu~
cational program?
55

21

72.3

41

29

58.5

43

27

61.4

Does your Association
have a study circle? 43

32

57.3

24

47

33.8

17

57

23.2

84 135

38.3

Does your Association
have a class for preschool mothers?

7

69

9.2

7

60

10.4

7

63

10.

21 192

9.8

Does your Association
have its own library
26
shelf?

60

34.2

20

47

29.8

19

53

26.3

65 150

30.2

30
27
33
31

Respondents
Respondents
Respondents
Respondents

did
did
did
did

not
not
not
not
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reply
reply
reply
reply

to
to
to
to

Question
Question
Question
Question

1
2
3
4

~·

t

t"

Children's Toys
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13

Creative Activities

12

Social Adjustments

10

Posture

7

Pictures for Children

6

(Refer to Figure 3)
6.

Parent-Teacher Library Shelves

According to the evidence fewer than 1/3 of the Associations have their own library shelves although leaders in ParentEducation work think it most desirable that all members become
familiar with Parent-Teacher literature.

Sixty-five Associa-

tions say "Yes" to the question, "Has your Parent-Teacher Association its own library shelf?" (26 in Chicago, 20 in other
cities and 19 in the towns) and 150 Associations say
in Chicago, 47 in other cities and 53 in the towns.t

~o"

(50

Thus 34.2

per cent of the local associations in Chicago have library
shelves, 29.8 per cent in the other cities and 26.3 per cent in
the towns.

This is also a very poor showing for a very impor-

tant part of Parent-Teacher work -- only slightly better than
the showing for classes for mothers of pre-school children.
(See Table IV}.
This library shelf is most often found in the School Library.

The School, the Principal's office, the Parent-Teacher

Association Room, the Public Library, and the home of a member

r---------------~
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Subject
Rest Habits
Reaction to Food

Number of times presented to mothers of PreSchool Groups
"''

...

li"

,.

J:t.~

I

14'

~.........................

stories for Children
~......................
psychology and
Education of preschool Children ..................... .
Children's Imagination
.....................
Play Activities
Children's Toys
Creative Activities
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Social Adjustments
Posture
Pictures for
Children

Figure 3 - Subjects presented in Classes for Mothers of
Pre-School Children

30

r----~---------.
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(See Table V).

follow in order as locations ror the shelf.

The following are the books and magazines most often found
on Parent-Teacher shelves:
Name of Work

Number of Organizations having it on
shelves

Illinois State Bulletin

56

Child Welfare Magazine

53

Handbook of the National Congress

51

Information concerning Parent-Teacher
Associations, prepared by Illinois
Congress

33

Program Making, prepared by the National
Congress

29

Parent Education, prepared by the
National Congress

21

Proceedings of the National Conventions,
prepared by the National Congress

19

Parents and Teachers, edited by Martha
Spraguer;rason

14

PublicitSnPrimer, edited by Laura Underhill Ko

13

The Child, his Nature and his Needs,
O'Shea
--

10

Everyday Problems of
Thom

~Everyday

Child,
9

DeSchweinitz

8

Child Guidance, Blanton and Blanton

7

Parents and their Problems, prepared
by the National Congress

7

Growing-u~,

rr
TABLE V

Locations ot Parent-Teacher Library Shelves
....
Number of
times found

Percentage

In School Library

17

32.6

In School

12

23.3

In Principal's Office

g

17.3

In P. T. A. Room

6

11.5

In Public Library

5

9.6

In Home of a Member

3

5.7

52
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100%
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Name of Work

Guidance of
Gruenberg

Number of Organfza ...
tions having it on
shelves

Childhood

~

Youth,
7

Charts for teaching Parent-Teacher
work, prepared by the National
Congress

6

Parents' Magazine

6

~

Drifting

~'

Groves

5

Children, Fisher

3

Parents !E£ the Newer Psychology, Howard

3

Wholesome Parenthood, Groves

3

Character Training, Germane and Germane

3

Living

3

Mothers

~

with~

Children, Gilbreth

If Parents only Knew, Cleveland

2

Child

2

~ ~

Training, Laegre

Intelligent Parenthood, Chicago Association
for Child Study
Psychology

2!

Adolescent, Hollingworth

2
2

Wholesome Childhood, Groves

2

Gifted Children, Hollingworth

2

Just Normal Children, Child Behavior,
-,;re:t'eer
The Child and Societ~
Girls-rQr Old,lanehar4

-Character Training in Childhood, Haviland

1

Chicago Schools Journal

1

~w

-

2

r
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Name of.Work

Number of Organizations having it on
shelves

Chicago Tuberculosis Bulletin

1

Child Training, Patri

1

Creative Power, Mearns

1

Cultivating the Child's Appetite,
Aldrich
-

1

Developing

1

Fathers

Personality~

~

Boys, Boorman

Sons, Drury

Fruit .Q! the Family

.!!:!!., Wiggam

1
1

Introduction to Mental Hysiene, Groves

1

Journal of Red Cross News

1

Parents and the Pre-school Child
Management of Children, Blatz

1

Mothers and Daushters, Cosgrave

1

New Knowledse of Nutrition, McCallum

1

Outlines of Child Study, Gruenberg

1

Pamphlets of the Illinois Society for the
Study of Hygiene

1

Montessori Children, Bailey

1

The Children's Readins, Orcott

1

Psycholo~

£t

hood, Ar itt

Infancy and Early Child-

1

!!'!!. Nervous Child, Cameron

1

The New Leaven, Cobb

1

Pre-School

1

~,

Kamm

r~------------------------~
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Name of Work

Number of Organizations having it on
shelves

!.!!! Normal Mind, Burnham

1

Understanding

1

!h!

~

Children

Hygiene£!~

~ ~

Daughters, Gruenberg

Parents~~

School

School Child, Terman

~

1
1

Education, Gruenberg

1

Home, Patri

1

!h! Family and its Members, Spencer
Adventures !a Reading, Becker

1

B&!!2

1

1

Know your Child, Scott

(Refer to Figure 4)
7.

University Courses in Parent-Teacher Work

Although many Universities, Colleges and Normal School have
been offering courses in Parent-Teacher work during the past
decade, the number of members reported in Illinois as having
taken advantage of these is negligible

70 for the State,

44 of whom the respondents have positive evidence and 26 about
whom the respondents are fairly certain.

Of the 70, 44 are in

Chicago, 11 are in other cities, and 15 are in the towns.

(See

Table VI).
8.

Summer Round-up

"Yes" was the answer of 45.8 per cent of the Associations

r~~----------~--~
- 81 Books and Pamphlets

Number of times found on Parent-Teacher
Library She:).ves

Illinois State
Bulletin
Child Welfare
Magazine
Handbook of the
National Congress._.....................................
Information concerning ParentTeacher Association
Program Making
Parent Education
Proceedings of th~
National Conventions
Parents and
Teachers
Publicity Primer
The Child, his
and his
!Needs
~ature

Everyday Problems
of the Everyday
Child
Growing up
Child Guidance
~arents

~oblems

and their
• -I •

Figure 4 - Books and Pamphlets found on Parent-Teacher
Library Shelves
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Figure 4 (cont.)
<f.·

Guidance ot Child·
hOOd and Youth
charts
Parents' Magazine
The Drifting Home
Mothers and Chilaren
Miscellaneous
works

-

'1

':t·

II.·

.t.<>

2.'/·

:J.t.

3~·

.J(."

....

'1'1.
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·-r

--.oif.<

r

'!'ABLE VI

Numbers in University Courses in Parent-Teacher Work

Number who
have taken
courses with
positive
certainty
Chicago

Number who
have taken
courses with
fair certainty

Total

26

18

44

Other cities

9

2

11

Towns

9

0

15

Total

44

26

"10
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- 84 replying to the question, "Did your Association take part in the
summer Round-up in 1932?"
"No."

Ninety-nine answered "Yes" and 117

The distribution was -- in Chicago 36 "Yes" and 38 "No"

(48.6 per cent) in the other cities 35 "Yes" and 35 "No" (50
per cent) and in the towns 28 "Yes" and 44 "No" (38.8 per cent).
(See Table VII).
Two thousand five hundred and sixty-seven children were
reported as having been examined in the Chicago Round-up or an
average of 71.3 per association.

Other cities reported 783

examined (an average of 22.3 per association) and the towns
reported 758 (an average of 27).
examined

A total of 4,108 children were

an average of 41.4 per association.

In all 1,564 detects were corrected, 1,041 in Chicago, 243
in other cities and 280 in the towns.

This was a general aver-

age of 15.7 per association or 28.9 for Chicago, 6.9 for the
other cities and 10.2 for the towns.

(See Table VII).

No conclusions can be drawn about the relation of the number of children examined to the number of defects corrected because some children are found to have no defects while other
children have more than one detect.

However, 1,564 defects

corrected should start the many children concerned on a happy
school course.
The figures show that in Chicago 146 cases of diseased
tonsils were given attention, (68 cases among boys and 78 oases

~

'

TABLE VII

Summer Round-up
Number of Number of
Organize.- Organize.tions
tions
which
which did
took part not take
part
Chicago
Other cities

Percentage of
Organizetiona
which
took part

36

38

48.5

35

35

50.

Number
of children exami ned

Average
Number
examined
in each
Associ ation

Number of
defects
corrected

Average
number of
defects
corrected
in each
Association

256'7

71.3

1041

28.9

783

22.3

243

6.9

I

I

Towns

28

44

38.8

758

Total

99

117

45.8

4108

27.
41.4

39 Respondents did not reply
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280
1564

10.
16.7
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among girls) 107 eases of ad.enoids were corrected, (54 cases
among boys and 53

amo~

girls) 335 eases of poor teeth were

attended to (194 cases among the boys and 141 cases among the
girls) 1 case of poor posture was treated

that of a boy, 6

cases of poor eyes were attended to (2 among the boys and 4
among the girls) and 23 cases of bad ears were treated (7 cases
among the boys and 16 among the girls).
In the other cities there were 85 oases of diseased tonsils given attention (38 among the boys and 47 among the girls}
22 cases of adenoids {9 among the boys and 13 among the girls)
were corrected, 122 oases of bad teeth were attended to (70
among the boys and 52 among the girls) and 1 posture case -that of a boy -- was treated.
In the towns 39 cases of diseased tonsils were given atten·
tion (26 among the boys and 13 among the girls) 46 cases or
adenoids were corrected {22 among the boys and 24 among the
girls) 85 cases of bad teeth were attended to (53 among the·
boys and 33 among the girls) 11 cases of mal-nutrition were
cured (6 among the boys and 5 among the girls) 3 eases of poor
eyes were attended to (2 among the boys and 1 among the girls}
and 2 cases of bad ears were treated (1 among the boys and 1
~ong

the girls).
There were in all 270 cases of diseased tonsils (132 among

the boys and 138 among the girls), 175 cases of adenoids (85

r~------------------------------~
- 87 among the boys and 90 among the girls), 543 cases ot bad teeth
(317

~ong

the boys and 226 among the girls) 15 cases ot poor

nutrition (8 among the boys and 7 among the girls), 2 cases ot
poor posture among the boys, 9 cases ot poor eyes (4 among the
boys and 5 among the girls) and 25 oases ot poor ears (8 among
boys and 15 among the girls). (See Table VIII).
9.

Money Spent on Equipment and Decorations

In answer to the question about spending money on school
equipment and decorations came replies that showed that 49
schools in Chicago spent $5,356.43 or an average ot $109.31 on
equipment and decorations during 1931-32.

The average tor the

other cities was nearly the same -- $104.62, 45 schools having
spent $4,708.04.

In the towns the average spent was $60.74,

42 schools having spent $2,551.25.

The total ot 136 schools

reporting spent $12,615.72 or an average per school ot $91.29.
(See Table IX).
In answer to the question, "For what was the money spent?"
the replies show the following kinds ot equipment and decorations and the number ot Associations buying each:
Books

36

Drapes and Curtains

24

Pictures

21

Playground equipment

19

Restroom and lunchroom equipment

19

r

,...

TABLE VIII
Defects Corrected in Summer Round-up
Diseased
Tonsils

Adenoids

68

54

194

2

Girls

78

53

141

2

Boys

38

g

70

Girls

47

13

52

Boys

26

22

53

Girls

13

24

Boys

132

Boys

Bad
Mal-nuTeeth trition

Posture

Eyes

Ears

2

7

4

16

6

2

1

33

5

1

1

85

311

8

2

4

8

138

90

226

7

0

5

17

270

175

543

15

2

9

25

1

Chicaso

1

Other
Cities

Towns

Total
Girls

Note:

Some reports did not itemize the defects corrected
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TABLE IX

showing Money spent on school equipment and decorations

cities

Number of Organizations which
have spent money
on school equipment and decorations

Total .Amount
Spent

Average amount
spent by each
Organization

49

$ 5356.43

$109.31

45

4708.04

104.62

42

2551.25

60.74

136

Note:

. 12615. 72

91.29

110 Organizations did not answer this question
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Christmas trees and decorations

14

Shrubs

12

Kindergarten supplies

11

Pianos

11

Supplies

11

Prizes

9

Musical instruments

8

Ditto machines

6

Moving pianos

6

Flags and banners

6

Gymnasium equipment

6

Tax anticipation warrants

4

Raincoats

3

Soap

3

Stage setting

3

Manual training supplies

3

Victrola

3

Radio

2

Mimeograph supplies

2

Band uniforms

2

Repairing windows

2

Social affairs

1

Lighting

1

Repairing statues

1

r------------------------------------~
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1

Towels

1

Household arts supplies

1

Typewriter supplies

1

Caps and gowns

1

10.

Money for Hot Lunches

Only 77 of the Organizations give hot lunches, 35 in Chicago, 13 in the other cities, and 29 in the towns.

The Chicago

Associations spent $9,764.08 or an average ot $278.97, the Associations in the other cities spent $1,470.00 or an average ot
$113.07 and the towns spent $1,629.78 or an average ot $56.19.
This was a total of $12,863.86 or $167.06 per Association. (See
Table X).
11.

Money for Clothes

Fewer Associations report spending money for clothes

30

in Chicago, 4 in the other cities, and 7 in the towns (41 in all •
One thousand three hundred and forty-six dollars and sixty-seven
cents was spent, $1,069.89 in Chicago, $186.78 in the other
cities and $90.00 in the towns, or an average of $35.66 per
association in Chicago, $46.69 in the other cities and $12.85 in
the towns.
$32.84.

The general average tor the 41 Associations was

(See Table X).
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12.

Money tor Shoes

Forty-four Associations
$34.12 apiece for shoes.

~ent

$1,501.40 or an average of

Twenty-six Chicago Associations spent

$902.33, 11 Associations in the other cities spent $466.51 and
7 Associations in the towns spent $132.56.

These sums averaged

$34.71 for each Chicago Association, $42.41 for each Association in the other cities and $18.93 for each Association in the
towns. (See Table X).
13.

Money tor Milk

For milk 40 Chicago Associations spent $3,946.98, 14 Associations in the other cities spent $1,307.22 and 11 Associations
in the towns spent $672.89.

Thus 65 Associations spent

$5,927.09 or an average of $91.18.
$98.67.

The Chicago average was

For the other cities it was $93.37 and for the towns

it was $61.17.

(See Table X).

14.

Money for Thanksgiving Baskets

Only 38 Associations report spending money for Thanksgiving
baskets.

Twenty-eight Chicago Associations spent $2,758.68 (an

average of $98.52}

6 Associations spent $445.19 (an average of

$74.19} and 4 Associations spent $386.17 (an average of $94.54).
The total expenditure for the Thanksgiving baskets was $3,590.04
(an average of $94.47). (See Table X).

r~--------------------------~
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Money for Christmas Baskets

Forty-eight Associations spent money for C.hristmas baskets.
The average amount spent was $91.70 -- a total of $4,401.80.
The expenditure for 37 Chicago Associations was $3,555.94 (an
average of $96.10) for 8 Associations in other cities it was
$606.21 (an average of $79.88).

(See Table X).

The total sums spent in these comparatively few Associations are startling.

In Chicago, $9,764.08 was used for hot

lunches, $1,069.89 for clothes, $902.33 for shoes, $3,946.98
for milk, $2,758.68 for Thanksgiving baskets, $3,555.94 for
Christmas baskets, and $1,841.71 for miscellaneous things {a
total of $23,839.61).
The Associations in the other cities spent $4,725.69 -$1,470.-00 for hot lunches, $186.78 for clothes, $466.51 for
~hoes,

$1,307.22 for milk, $445.19 for Thanksgiving baskets,

$606.21 for Christmas baskets, and $243.78 for miscellaneous
things.
The Associations in the towns spent $3,681.15 -- $1,629.78
for hot lunches, $90.00 for clothes, $132.56 for shoes, $672.89
for milk, $386.17 for Thanksgiving baskets, $239,65 for Christmas baskets, and $530.10 for miscellaneous things.
Chicago's total of $23,839.61, the total of the other
cities -- $4,725.69 -- and the total of the towns -- $3,681.15
-- makes a grand total of $32,246.45
on welfare projects.

(See Table X).

a very large sum spent

'

TABLE X

Money Spent in Welfare Work
Chicago
Number
saying
"Yes"

Amount
spent

Average
amount
per Assn.

Number
saying
"Yes"

35

$ 9764.08

$278.97 .

13

$1470.00

$113.07

Clothes?

30

1059.89

35.66

4

186.78

46.69

Shoes?

26

902.33

34.71

11

466.51

42.41

Milk?

40

3946.48

98.67

14

1307.22

93.37

Thanksgiving
Baskets?

28

2758.68

98.52

0

445.19

74.19

37

3555.94

96.10

8

606.21

75.77

Did you pay 'for hot
lunches?

Christmas
Baskets?
Miscellaneous
things?

Amount
spent

243.78

1841.71

$4725 .. 69

i23839.61
- 94 -

Average
amount
per Assn.

TABLE X (cont.}
Totals

Towns
Number
saying
"Yes"

.Amount
spent

29

$1629.78

$ 56.19

77

$12663.86

$167.00

Clothes?

7

90.00

12.85

41

1346.67

32.84

Shoes?

7

132.56

18.93

44

1501.40

54.12

11

672.89

61.17

65

5927.09

91.18

4

366.1'7

94.54

38

3590.04

94.47

239.65

79.88

48

4401.80

91.70

Did you pay for hot
lunches?

Milk?
Thanksgiving
Baskets?
Christmas
Baskets?
Miscellaneous
things?

3

Average
amount
per Assn.

Number
saying
"Yes"

Amount
Spent

530 ..'10

2615.59

$3681.15

$32246.45
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Average
amount
per Assn.

r----r-- - - - - - - - - - - ,

f

- 96 -

Opinions Concerning the Development ot

15.

Parental Responsibility and Interest
The question was asked, "Do you think that your local Association is responsible tor a feeling ot parental responsibility
and interest?"

Approximately eighty-eight per cent of the

respondents believe that such a feeling is developed, 5.1 per
cent believe that it is not, and 5.7 per cent are doubtful.
Chicago believes most strongly in this value of a Parent-Teachez
Association, 72 saying "Yes" and 3 "No," while 5 are doubtful.
In the other cities 55 say "Yes" and 6"No," while 5 are doubtful.

In the towns 50 say "Yes" and 6 "No," while 5 are doubt-

ful.

More than 92 per cent in Chicago, 86 per cent in the

other cities, and 84 per cent in the towns answer in the affirmat! ve.

(See Table XI).

A comparison of the first 74 questionnaires received shows
that on the above the Principals and Presidents of the ParentTeacher Associations do not agree.

Fifty-nine Principals or

79.7 per cent say "Yes," and 7 say "No," while 8 are uncertain.
Of the Presidents 68 say "Yes," 1 says "No," and 5 are uncertaill.
That is, 93.2 per cent feel that parental responsibility and
interest is developed.
17.

(See Table XI%),

Opinions Concerning the Influence of

Parent-Teacher Associations in the Community
Ninety-three and one tenth per cent say that a Parent-

TABLE XI
Opinions about Value of Parent-Teacher ./l.ssociation
Chicago

Other Cities

Yes No Doubt- Per- Yes No lnoubtful
cent
ful
age
who
say
Yes

Towns

Total

Per- Yes No Doubtcent
Ful
age
who
say
Yes

Per- Yes no Doubt - Perrcent
cent
ful
age
age
who
who
say
S$:'1
Yes
!!.!

Does the Parent Teacher
Association
develop a
feeling of
parental responsibility
and interest?

72

3

2

92.3

56

4

5

86.1

60

6

5

84.8 188 13

12

88.2

Is the Parent Teacher
Association
a power for
good in the
community?

74

1

2

96.1

65

1

3

94.2

66

2

6

89.1 205

11

93.1

Twenty-six respondents did not reply to Question 1
Nineteen respondents did not reply to Question 2
- 97 -
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- 96 Teacher Association is a power for good in a community.

In

Chicago 74 out of 77 or 96.1 per cent say that it is a power foi
good, in the other cities 65 out of 69 or 94.2 per cent say that
it is, and in the towns 66 out of 74 or 69.1 per cent say that
it is.

(See Table XI).

A comparison of the opinions of Principals and ParentTeacher Presidents on this point is interesting.

Sixty-five

Principals or 67.8 per cent of those answering the question say
that the Parent-Teacher Association is a power for good in the
community, 3 say it is not, and 5 are doubtful, ~venty-three
Presidents of the Associations in the same schools are of the
opinion that the Organization is a power for good in the community.

(See Table XII).
18.

How are the Associations a Power
for Good in the Community?

Below are given the activities in which the Parent-Teaoher
Associations are engaging in the community and the number of
Associations listing the activity:
Co8perating with civic organizations

121

Sponsoring social activities for children

118

Beautifying school gfounds

99

Legislating for women and children

88

Campaigning for better motion pictures

81

Providing playground equipment

54

TABLE XII
Comparison of Opinions of Principals and Presidents
about Value of Parent-Teacher Association
Principal's Opinions
Yes

No

Doubtful

Presidents' Opinions
•'

Percentage
who say "Yes"

Yes

No

Doubtful

Percentage
who say "Yes"

Does the ParentTeacher Association
develop a feeling of
parental responsibility and interest?

59

7

8

79.7

58

1

5

93.2

Is the ParentTeacher Association
a power for good in
the community?

55

3

5

87.8

'13

0

1

98.5

I

'
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Providing musical instruments for
school organizations

63

Supporting Emergency Relief

6

Sponsoring Boy and Girl Scouts

4

Organizing clubs

2

Promoting safety drives

2

Regulating a school store

2

Providing raincoats and sweaters for
police boys

2

Securing art loans

1

Supervising summer recreation tours

1

Securing protection for dangerous crossings

1

Intervening with Board of Education

1

Sponsoring school paper

1

Closing objectionable shows

1

Planting trees

1

Organizing oommuni_ty study clubs

1

Suggesting candidates for Board of Education

1

Working for immunization

1

19.

The Most Important Work

Table XIII lists the work of the year considered most
noteworthy by the Principal or President reporting.

The great

variety of these replies shows the great difference of opinion
that exists about what the important work of the Association is.
The five most frequently cited are:

!!!!

lunch~

children,
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Relief

~'

Free

~ ~

children, Creatins

~

understanding

attitude toward!£! school, and Orsanizins a Study Class.
first three come under the heading -- Relief work.

The

That means

that 66 of the 136 reporting or 48.5 per cent put more emphasis
on relief work than on any other activity.
Are these Parent-Teacher Associations duplicating the work
of official welfare organizations?

Are they neglecting

educational work to do an overdose of welfare work?
questions that well may be asked at this point.

importan~

These are

The writer, in

a poor Chicago district, is able to get any necessities for her
poor through the Organized Charities.

Any additional Parent-

Teacher welfare work would be superfluous.
20.

Work which should be Done

According to Table XIV 30.8 per cent of the Organization's
representatives feel that the point that should be strengthened
is the educational program.

May not this be considered a pro-

test against the extensive welfare work that is apparently usurp
ing the attention of the Organization?

Are not the Principals

and Presidents who voiced this protest appealing for real Parent-Teacher work?
21.

Work which should be Discontinued

The replies to the question, "Which of the activities that
have been carried on should not be attemptedT" show that enthusi
asm runs high for Parent-Teacher activities. Fifty-two and

r

>

TABLE XIII
Opinions about most Important Work ot
Parent-Teacher Association
Number of
times cfted
Free lunch for children
Relief work
Free milk for children
Creating understanding attitude
toward school
Buying tax warrants
Organizing a study class
Child Welfare
Bringing par.ents and teachers together
Summer round-up
Student aid
Clothing children
Buying library equipment
Buying books2
Campaigning for better motion pictures
Immunization
Buying school equipment
Planting bushes in school yard
Getting well started
Existing
Keeping up a Children's Theatre
Giving Lorado Taft's "Gates of Paradise"
Getting new members
Financing Boy Scouts
Sponsoring Red Jross Hygiene class
Donating a stage
Attention to leisure activities
Radio programs
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Peroentase

12

21.3
18.3
8.8

12

8.8

29

25

6
7
5

6
5
4

~

4.4
5.3

4.4
4.4
3.8
3.1

~:~

2
2
2
2
1

1.5
1.5
1.5
1.5

1
1
1
1

.7

1

1
1
1

1
1
l36

.7
.7

.7
.7
.7
.7
.7

.7
.7
.7,

lOQ%

r

TABLE XIV

Opinions about what new things Parent-Teacher
Association should do
Number of
times oi ted
Have a better educational program
Reach a larger percentage of parents
Secure money for teachers' salaries
Take more interest in politics
Supply schools
Build up library
Spend more on permanent improvements
Secure some say about appointment of
Board members
Take more active interest in schools
Buy more pictures
Help more with School Orchestra
Buy a motion picture •achine
Develop more leaders
Stimulate better cooperation between
home and school
Beautify school grounds
Organize study classes
Get away from the purely social
Have classes in citizenship
Have Summer-Round-up
Sponsor social activities
Have separate meetings for each room
Improve motion pictures
Raise money with less help from teachers
Buy: books
Examine children's teeth
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Percentage

24
18
5

30.8
24.1
6.4

4
3
2

3.9

2

2.6

2
2

2.6

1
1
1
1

1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2

1
1
1
1
1
1

1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2
1.2

1

1
1
1
1
1

78

5.2

2.6

2.6

1oo%

r
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six-tenths per cent of the replies showed that no activities
already attempted should be discontinued.

Welfare work should

be discontinued according to the opinions of 15.7 per cent of
those replying.
22.

(See Table XV).

Part Played in School Affairs by the
Parent-Teacher Association

Cementins

~

feelins

£t

co6peration between home

school

~

is felt by 55 respondents or 39.3 per cent of those answering
to be the part the Parent-Teacher Association should play in
school affairs.
approved

Other popular replies were Only that part

ll!h.! Principal, Anythins for

school, and Interestins

jili! improvement of

~ community~~

school.

~

Since

these replies were made by over 70 per cent of the Principals
and Presidents answering the questionnaire, it would seem that
we need not be under any apprehension about the danger of
Parent-Teacher Associations usurping prerogatives in the educational and administrative work of the school.
23.

(See Table XVI •

Bad Features

Most of the so-called bad features cited are really abuses
that have crept in probably through lack of intelligent guidance.

In

fact~£!

Intellisent Guidance is given first

place among the bad features an Association might have.

Thirty~

two and eight-tenths per cent of the respondents place blame

r
TABLE XV

Opinions about what Work should be Discontinued
Number of Percent·
times oitid
.!&!.

Work

20

52.5

Welfare work

6

15.7

Spending too much time raising money

4

10.4

Having too many children on programs

2

5.1

Weighing children during school hours

1

2.7

Buying books

1

2.7

Child study

1

2.'1

Too much sociability

1

2.7

Prying into teachers' affairs

1

2.7

None

Having room mothers
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_1_

2.7

38

lOQ%

r
TABLE XVI

Opinions about part Parent-Teacher Association
should play in School Affairs
NUlD.ber of
til'lies cited

Percentage

Cementing a feeling of cooperation
between home and school

55

39.3

Only that part approved by Principal

18

12.9

14

10.

Anything for the improvement of the
school

13

9.3

Parent Education

9

6.4

Furnishing equipment not provided by
Boar~ of Education

6

4.3

Taking more interest in school legislation

6

4.3

Cooperating for better community

5

3.6

Bettering children's conditions

4

2.8

Providing good moral background

3

2.2

Being a stronghold for putting over any
activity

2

1.4

Know the school Welfare Agency

2

1.4

Demanding representation on Board of
Education

1

.7

Giving mother's viewpoint

1

.7

-1

.7

Interesting community in the School

Giving assistance when needed

149
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lOa,b
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for bad features on it.
~

Other bad features given are Interfer-

in School Affairs, Pupil

~ ~

activities~

cooperation,
and Jealousy.
"

Any of these evils may be

overcome with intelligent leadership.
D.

program, Gossiping,

(See Table XVII).

Summary

Following is a summary of the returns of the questionnaires:
1.

Over 37 per cent of those eligible for membership
belong to the Parent-Teacher Associations in Illinois.

2.

Over 73 per cent of the respondents think that the
social meeting leads to cooperation
between parents
"
and teachers.

3.

Over 35 per cent of the Associations do not have
systematic educational programs for their meetings.

4.

Over 61 per cent of the Associations do not have
Study Circles or Reading Circles.

5.

Over 90 per cent of the Associations do not have
classes for mothers of pre-school groups.

6.

Over 69 per cent of the Associations do not have their
own Library shelves.

7.

The number who have taken University courses in
Parent-Teacher work is practically negligible.

8.

Over 54 per cent of the Associations did not take part
in the Summer Round-up of 1932.

9.

On school equipment and decorations the schools re-

r
TABLE XVII
Opinions about bad Features of Parent-Teacher Associations
Number of
ttmes cited

~features

Percent·
age

Unintelligent guidance

24

32.8

Interference in school affairs

16

21.8

Pupil activities on program

6

8.2

Gossiping

4

5.'7

Lack of cooperation

4

5.7

Jealousy

3

4.2

Too little time for parents and
teachers to confer

2

2.8

Parents asking favors

2

2.8

Quarreling among members

2

2.8

Too many money-making projects

2

2.8

Working contrary to directions of
Illinois Congress

1

1.3

Monopolizing too much school time

1

1.3

Lack of representation on Board
of Education

1

1.3

Making meetings only sociable

1

1.3

State dues too high

1

1.3

Too few parents interested

1

1.3

Taking part in politics

1

1.3

too much welfare work

1

1.3

'73

10Q%
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- 109 porting spent $12,615.72.
10. The Parent-Teacher Association spent $12,863.86 for
hot lunches, $1,346.67 for clothes, $1,501.40 for
shoes, $5,927 for milk, $3,590.04 for Thanksgiving
baskets, $4,401.80 for Christmas baskets and $2,615.5g
for miscellaneous welfare projects (a total of
$32,246.45).
11. Over 82 per cent of those replying feel that the local
Parent-Teacher Association is responsible for a feeling of parental responsibility and interest.
12. Over 93 per cent of those replying think that the
Parent-Teacher Association is a power for good in the
community.
13. More than half of those replying think that welfare
work was the most important work of the Association
during 1931-1932.
t

14. Over 30 per cent of those replying feel that the Organization has been deficient in its Parent-Education
progr~.

15. Over 52 per cent of.those replying think that no activities so far attempted by the Parent-Teacher Association should be discontinued.
16. Over 39 per cent of the respondents feel that the only
part a Parent-Teacher Association should play in school
affairs is cementing a feeling of cooperation
between
"

r

- 110 home and school.
17. Over 32 per cent of those replying feel that any
trouble which may come from the Parent-Teacher Association is the result of poor leadership in the Organization.
From these results are made the conclusions and recommendations of Chapter IV.

r

Chapter IV

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
From the foregoing data it may be concluded:
1.

That the Parent-Teacher Association in Illinois is a

well established, growing organization, including among its
members about one-third of those eligible for membership.
2.

That the social meetings which are nearly always a

part of. the regular meetings lead to a feeling of cooperation
"
between mothers and teachers.
3.

That about two-thirds of the Associations have system-

atic educational programs and that the most popular subjects are
Parent-Education, Citizenship, Health, and Wise Use
4.

~Leisure.

That a little more than one-third of the Associations

have reading or study circles and that the subjects which have
been studied most often in these circles are Habit Formation !a
Early Years, Importance
~'

Importance of the

Importance~

~~Home

Atmosphere 1a Child Develop-

Family~~

Educational Institution,

Mental Hygiene in Child Training, and Children's

Reading.
5.

That only about one-tenth of the Associations have

classes for the mothers of pre-school children and that the sub·

- 112 jects most often presented at these classes areS!!! Habits,
Reaction !£ Food, Psychology
~'

~

Education 2t Pre-school Chil-

Children's Imagination, and Creative Activities.
6.

That fewer than one-third of the Associations have

their own library shelves, that these shelves are most often
found in the School Library, and that there is in addition to
the official Parent-Teacher literature a wealth of material
suited to parents' needs on these shelves.
7.

That only seventy members have taken University courses

in Parent-Teacher work.
8.

That, although fewer than one-half of the Associations

took part in the Summer Round-up in 1932, thousands of children
were examined and given medical treatment so that they might
start school in good physical condition.
9.

That more than $30,000 was spent on school equipment

and welfare work last year.
10.

That it is generally felt that the local Association is

responsible for the development of a feeling of parental responsibility and interest.
11.

That the local Association is a power for good in the

community, chiefly in cooperating with civic organizations,
sponsoring social activities for children, beautifying school
grounds, and legislating for women and children.
12.

That the Association is expending most of its energy

- 113 on welfare work.
13.

That the greatest need felt is for more attention to

parent education.
14.

That it is generally felt that no activities so far

attempted should be ·discontinued.
15.

That cementing a feeling of cooperation
between home
"

and school is the part the Parent-Teacher Association should pla
in school affairs.
16.

That most of the bad features connected with Parent-

Teacher work come from poor leadership.
With these points in mind it is recommended that:
1.

In order to develop a feeling of cooperation between .

mothers and teachers each lDcal meeting of the Association include a well-planned social meeting.
2.

Each local Association have a committee work out an

inspirational educational program, preferably having a general
subject for the year.

Help for this may be secured from the

Parent Education Committee ot the National Organization.
3.

A study group be organized in each Association to make

an intensive study of parents' problems.

Valuable help for this

work can be secured from the National Council of Parent Education from which has just come a Bibliography on Family Relationships prepared by Flora M. Thurston.

This is a comprehen-

sive list of books and magazine articles which should be of
iirrneasurable help to study groupds.

The Bureau of Education
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at Washington, D.

c., also publishes courses on parent eduoatio

which may be obtained upon request by anyone desiring to receiv
them.
4.

Each Association have a class for the parents of pre-

school children so that the importance of systematic study of
the child during these formative years may be stressed since
wise guidance during the early years influencesthe attitudes,
inclinations and interests of children so vitally.
5.

A library shelf be provided by each Association and

arrangements be made for a discussion of Parent-Teacher literature so that members may be stimulated to read.

The Bookshelf

conducted by Winnifred King Rugg in Child Welfare should be a
valuable help

~n

this work.

A list of books and pamphlets for

parents and teachers prepared by the American Library Association in cooperation with the National Congress can also be
secured.

s.

More members take Parent-Teacher work in Universities

and Normal Schools so that the Association may have a large
body of well-informed leaders.
7.

n

Each Association plan a Summer Round-up and cooperate

with the Health authorities in an extensive follow-up.

s. Less time be spent raising money to buy school equipment.

According to the Handbook of the National Congress the

devotion of a large proportion of their time and energies to
entertainments and other devices in order to raise funds to buy

- 115 equipment is called one of the greatest mistakes made by Parent
Teacher Associations.

The Handbook warning continues:

The essential material needs of the public schools
should be met by a system of equitable taxation, which
will provide the necessary revenue. Thorough investigation and study should be made before a few taxpayers
in a district provide the money for needed school
equipment, thereby relieving other taxpayers from bearing their just part of the responsibility for public
education. When private contributions seem necessary,
they should be regarded as temporary assistance, pending a more just and logical method of financing public
education through an aroused and informed public
opinion (6:33).
9.

Welfare work be limited to emergencies as suggested by

the Handbook (6:33).

In Child Welfare for January, 1933, there

is an article by Garry Cleveland Myers entitled "Relief Work

and the P.T.A." in which he says:
the depression continues there is a grave danger
that the P. T. A. will, in places, become so engrossed
in relief endeavors as to lose sight of the major
goals of the Organization •.••• Provided any institution
like the P. T. A. turns almost entirely to activities
of relief and accordingly neglects the leading purpose
tor which it has been founded, is it living up to its
ideals? Is it not instead, merely duplicating the
services of other institutions which have been established and organized solel~ for relief and which have
personnel highly trained professionally for carrying
on just such work?
As

The P. T. A. is primarly an educational institution,
interpreting the home to the school and the school
to the home, lifting ideals and standards in the home
and community, and helping its members in self-education for more intelligent parenthood ••••• No doubt
the P. T. A. should continue doing some relief work,
but it should limit this to reasonable ·proportions.
10.

Much care be given the selection of officers so that

- 116 the unpleasantness arising from jealousy and misunderstandings
which is frequently associated with Parent-Teacher work may be
avoided.

The Handbook summarizes the characteristics of a good

leader as follows:
A good leader
1. Is democratic, tolerant, open-minded, courteous,
and dependable in all his relations.
2. Sees the local, state and national work in their
true relationship of interdependence.
3. Learns to see large things large and small things
small.
4. Accepts difficulties as a challenge to straight
thinking and wise planning, knowing that there is
always a way to accomplish whatever is right.
5. Delegates responsibility and develops an active
efficient membership, avoids assuming personally
too large a proportion of the work.
6. Discovers initiative, experience, special interest
and ability among the members and plans to utilize
these qualities in the work of the association.
7. Appreciates all contributions to the work of the
organization in the spirit in which they are given
whether offered by the most inexperienced or by the
most efficient member.
8. Is grateful for all constructive criticism.

- 117 9. Acknowledges mistakes cheerfully and frankly, and
undismayed, sets about remedying them.
10. Rejoices in the success of others and refrains from
personal comparisons.
11. Limits activities, and does not accept exacting responsibilities in a number of other organizations.
12. Budgets time and energy, in order to accomplish a
large amount of work through systematic planning.
13. Keeps self in the background; cultivates an impartial and impersonal attitude toward co-workers.
14. Values careful preparation, orderly procedure, and
team work.
15. Retains a sense of humor which is by no means the
least of these characteristics (6:50).
11.

Each association carefully observe the rules agreed

to in accepting the charter issued by the Illinois Congress:
1. To carry on constructive work for better parenthood,
better homes, better schools and better communities.
2. To refrain from all partisan and factional political
activities.
3. To refuse consideration by the association of personal grievances.
4. To abstain from encroaching on the administrative
functions of the school.
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5. To cooperate with the principal and the teacher
in promoting the best interests of the school
and community.
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What was the membership of your local Parent-Teacher Association in 1931-32?

------

Answer

What is the membership in 1932-33?

Answer

----------------

What would the membership be if all were in? Answer_______
2.

Does your regular meeting include a social meeting?
Yes
No
(Indicate answer by a -c~h-e-c~k--m-ar~k~)-Do you think that this social meeting results in a feeling
of cooperation between mothers and teachers?
Yes
No
Sometimes?
(Indicate answer by a check mark.)

3.

Yes~o

----

Have you a systematic educational program for your regular
meetings for 1932-33?
Yes
No
(Indicate answer by a ~c~h-e-c~k-m--a-rk~.-}
What is your general subject for this year? Answer________~

4.

Is there a connection with your local association a reading circle or a child study circle which meets at a time
other than the regular meeting time? Yes________No________
(Indicate answer by a check mark.)
Indicate by a check mark any of the following subjects tha
have been presented in these group meetings:
____.Nursery schools.

Importance of the home
-----atmosphere in child
development.
Importance of the family
-----as an educational instiImportance of mental
tution.
hygiene in child
training.

---:

- 120 ----~Habit

years.

formation in early
----~Radio

_____Effect of the early regime on the physical
constitution.

programs.

_ _Thrift.

---·Dress.

_____Children's reading.

----~Art

_____Child-guidance clinics.

---~Housing.

----~Experimental

-----Juvenile

in the home.

_____Ventilation.

schools.

_____Children's Lies.

Courts.

_____curriculum making.

_____Children's stealing.

List below any other subjects considered in the study
classes:

5.

Is there a class for the instruction of mothers whose children are not yet of school age?
No
Yes
(Indicate answer by -a--o~h-e-c~k--m-ar~k-.~}Indicate by a check mark any of the following subjects that
have been presented at these classes:

-----Creative

activities.

----~Stories

----Reaction

to food.

---Pictures

---·Rest

habits.

_____Play activities.

for children.
for children.

and education of pre-school
children.

---~Psychology
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___Posture.

______Children's imagination.

_____Social adjustments.

_____Children's toys.

List below any other subjects considered in the classes:

6.

Has your local association its own library shelf?
Yes
No
(Indicate answer by -a--c~h-e-c~k--m_a_r~k-.~,,Indicate by a check mark any of the following books and
pamphlets which are on your book shelf:
Parents and Tea'chers, edited by Martha Sprague Mason.
____ Publicity Primer, edited by Laura Underhill Kohn.
____ Charts for teaching Parent-Teacher work, prepared by
the National Organization.
Child Welfare.
State Bulletin.
Program Making.
____ If Parents Only Knew, by Elizabeth Cleveland.

-

Handbook of the National Congress.
.

____ Parent Education, ·prepared by the National Congress.
____ Parents and their Programs, prepared by the National
Congress.
Information concerning Parent-Teacher Associations,
prepared by the Illinois Congress.

- 122 Proceedings of the National Conventions, prepared by
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National Congress.
List below any other books or pamphlets available:

?.

How many of your members have taken extension courses in
University classes in Parent-Teacher work?
Number about whom you have positive evidence.
Number about whom you are fairly certain.
Don't know.
(Indicate answer by a check mark.}

a.

Did your association take part in the Summer Round-up in
1932?
No
Yes
{Indicate answer by a check mark.)
How many children were examined?
How many defects were corrected?
List below the important defects corrected:

Number of
cases of each.

Bo_ys
Diseased tonsils
Adenoids

Girls

- 123 Number of
cases of each.
Boys

Girls

Bad Teeth

9.

How much money did your local association spend during
1931-32 for school equipment and decorations? Answer
List below what was bought:

How much money was spent during 1931-32 in providing:
Amount
Hot Lunches
Clothes
Shoes
Milk
Thanksgiving Baskets
Christmas Baskets
Other things
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10.

Do you think that your local association is responsible foi
the development ot a feeling of parental pesponsibility
and interest?
Yes
No
(Indicate answer by -a--ch~e-c~k~M~ar~k-.~,-

11.

Do you feel that your local association has been a power

tor good in the community?
Yes

(Ind~cate

No__~~----~~-

answer by a check mark.)

Check any of the following you have accomplished in your
community:
----~Beautified

grounds.

the school

_____Provided playground
equipment.

Provided musical in-----struments tor school
organizations.
,

_____Cooperated with civic
organizations.
_____sponsored social activities
tor the children.
----~Backed legislation in
behalf of mothers and
_____ Campaigned for better
children.
motion pictures.
List any other of your activities which have made for an
improved community:
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What do you consider the most noteworthy work of your local
association for 1931-32?

13.

What in your opinion should the local association do which
it has not done?

14.

----------------------------------~

Answer--------------------------------~

What part should the Parent-Teacher Association play in
school affairs?

15.

Answer

Which of the activities that have been carried on should
not be attempted?

15.

Answer--------------------------~

Answer----------------------------------~

Has a Parent-Teacher Association any bad features?
Answer

-----------------------------------------------------4
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President of the

----------~Parent-Teacher

Association

My dear Mrs. ---------------------An interesting fact about Parent-Teacher Association work is that its activities are so varied no two
local associations follow exactly the same program.

What are

you doing?
I am making a study of the activities of the
Parent-Teacher Association.

I shall be very grateful for

your cooperation in answering the enclosed questionnaire and
in return for this favor shall be glad to send you a digest
of my findings.
Sincerely,
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Fellow Principal:
What is your local Parent-Teacher Association doing?

Is it a power for good in the community?

Is it leading

to a feeling of cooperation between home and school?

Need-

less to say, there are conflicting opinions about what the
Organization is worth.
Will you be kind enough to fill out the enclosed
questionnaire?

I am making a study of the activities of the

Parent-Teacher Association and in return for your cooperation
I shall be glad to send you a digest of my findings.
Sincerely,

- 128 -

DECEMBER
TWENTIETH

1

g

3

2

Miss Nettie Jacobs, Principal,
Audubon School,
3500 Hoyne A~enue, Chicago.
Dear Miss Jacobs;
I was very much interested in your questionnaire which you
are sending out to the presidents of our parent-teacher
associations. I only hope that they will be better about
filling it out than they are with our own state questionnaires.
I shall greatly appreciate your letting me know as to the
results that you get, and I am looking forward with interest to your final thesis on our parent-teacher movement.
Very. sincerely,
(Signed) Gertrude Flagler
President, Illinois Congress
of Parents and Teachers.
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