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INTRODUCTION

Present day history has much to b? thankful for with
regard to the facts in the life of St;“Thomas of Canterbury.
The life of this great statesman, bishop, saint, and martyr
has come down to us from the records oi; men who were for the
most part eyewitnesses of the things they relate, honest

characters, accurate writers and what is of the greatest

value in historical research, they were many and substantially

in agreement with one another in the facts they relate.

Let us give a brief description of these biographersl.

William of Canterbury was a monk of Christ Church, Canter-
bury. He had been invested with the monastic habit and
ordained Deacon by St. Thomas. He wrote an account of the
miracles of St. Thomas. This he did with such accuracy,
that historians conclude that he must have had some sort of
office connected with the tomb of our Saint.

Benedict, Prior of Christ Church in 1175, also wrote

1 Compare Rolls Series, Introduction by Robertson; John
Morris S. Je, Llife and Martyrdom of St. Thomas Becket,
London, Burns and dE%E%:”IB%B:’Tbtroduction; Dictionary
of National Biography.




I

an account of the miracles of Ste. Thomas. He was one of the
Archbishop's most intimate friends. He also wrote a
narrative called the Passion of St. Th?mas which, unfortunate-
ly, has been lost. N

John of Salisbury, later Bishop of Chartres, was a
very intimate friend, adviser and teachfr of St. Thomas.

He is described as the most outstanding English man of
letters of the time. He had been a pupil of Abelard and

was recommended by Bernard of Clairvaux to Archbishop
Theobald, St. Thomas's predecessor. He became Bishop of
Chartres in 1176 and died in 1180. His life of St. Thomas

is comparatively short because he wished merely to add to the
other biographers of the Archbishop.

Alan of Tewksbury waes a Canon of Benevénto; but was
English by birth. In 1174 he entered the monastery of ol
Christ Church and later became Prior in 1179. He was known
for the firmmess with which he defended the privileges of
his monastery. His short biography was intended as &
supplement to that of John of Salisbury. He died in 1202.

Edward Grim achieved fame for himself by receiving a
wound at the martyrdom of St, Thomas. He was a secular
Cleric, born at Cambridge. He enjoyed only a casual

acquajntance with the Saint ,




A certain Roger, monk of Ponbigny, is probably the
suthor of another Life which exists but whose authorship
has not been settled with certainty.

Herbert of Bosham, Cleric, intimﬁ%e friend and teacher
of St. Thomas, wrote a long life of his Lord. It is
tedious and wearisome. He wrote it in ;184. Besides the

*
biography he has left another work called Liber Melorum.

Garnier de Pont S. Maxence wrote a life of St. Thomas
in French verse between the second and sixth years after
his deaths. He was edited by Immanuel Bekker in 1838 and
e Hippeau in 1859, He is not yet included in the Rolls
Series,

Then we have the chronicle of Gervase, monk of
Canterbury, and the so-called Thomas Saga of Iceland. This
life had been written in Latin by Robert of Cricklade,
Prior of St. Frideswide's in 1184, It was forgotten in
England but somehow became the foundation for the Icelandic
tradition concerning St. Thomas. It is valuable and
interesting.

The main facts in the life of William Fitzstephen
(or Stephanides, as he is sometimes called) are given by
himself in his Life of St. Thomas. He tells us that he
was & fellow citizen of St. Thomas, his cleric and member

of his household. He was called by his master to be a

III
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dictator in the chancery and was Subdeacon whenever the
Seint sang Mass. When the Archbishop heard causes, Fitz-
stephen read the letters and documents»concerned with the
case and even conducted causes himself at his master's
biddings At the Council of Northampton, he sat at the

feet of the Archbishop and did all hecould to console
his grieving master. When the Saint left the Council to

go to the monastery pf St. Andrew's, Fitzstephen went with
him, Next, he tellsvus that, on his way to Rome, he met
his old exiled master at Fleury in France. On the fatal
night of the murder, he was with the Aichbishop when the
stormiﬁg knights came., He stayed with his master to the end,
and was nearby when the first blow was strucke. All this he
tells us himself,

But there is a strange fact connected with his life,
Neither his Life nor Fitzstephen himself are spoken of with
the slightest allusion by the contemporary biographers. And
yet‘he features highly in the life of the Saint. He is not
even mentioned by Herbert of Bosham who in his Catologus
Eruditorum intends to include ..all the names of the Saint's
companions. Robertson may throw some light on the

mysteryzg

2 Rolls Series, volume III, Introduction pe. xive
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Yet the suspicions which might arise from this silence
of other writers concerning Fitzstephen appear to be quite
untenable. His book itself has every appearance of genuine-
ness, and the manuscripts of it reach back almost to the
time which is claimed for the composition of it, We must
therefore endeavour to account for the absence of his name
from contemporary writings by some othér theory than that
of supposing the Life to be spurious. And perhaps an ex-
planation may be found in the conjecture that Fitzstephen
may have offended the archbishop's more thorough-going
partisans by conduct which they regarded as unfaithful to
the cause of the church, .

His Life seems to show that he had some love for the
world. DNote with what confidence he describes the "noble
city of London" and the chancellor's magnificent visit to
France, his rich table, etc. His personal welfare and safe-
ty he did not altogether despise either, as cén be seen
from his.poem which he wrote for the King in order to win
back the favor which had suffered much from his companion-
ship with St. Thomas.

Foss in his Judges of England 1,373 identifies him

with a person of the same name who, in the year of the
Archibishop's death, was appointed sheriff of Gloucester-
shire and later itinerant justice. If this is so, we may
find here the reason why the other biographers are silent
about Fitzstephem. They were angry because he deserted
their parfy for the service of the king. Mr. Foss in his

Judges of England 1,373 states that he died in 1191,

William Fitzstephen wrote a clear, vigorous and highly.
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rhetorical Latin. If his rhetoric is at times apt to cause
amusement to & modern reader, it must on the other hand be
remembered that he was merely following the precepts of the
Schools in employing a style descended”from the flamboyant
"Asiatic" rhetoric of the first and second centuries A.ﬁ.,
and still clearly recognizable, despite change of outlook,
idiom and grammar. He was also well-réad, as his quotations
and adaptations of the Classics prove. But he is not ex-
ceptional in this respect. Such quotations are a commonplace
of the literary Latin of the day, and his range of reading
in the ancient poets is typical of the age.

The materials for the life of St. Thomas of Canterbury
are part of a larger series collected under a plan proposed
to the English treasury on January 26, 1857 by the Master
of the Rolls for the publication of all the materials of
the History of England from the Invasion of Rome to the
time of Henry VIII. The collection was to be made from the

known manuscripts. The whole series is known as the Rerum

Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores or Chronicles and

Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle

Ages, or, as it is popularly called, the Rolls Series.

The diverse materials were to be handled by different editors.

The Materials for the History of Thomas Becket was edited by




Jemes Craigie Robertson, London, Longman, Truebner, etc.,
1875-1877. It comprises all the lives and letters of St;
Thomase. The present translation has been made from volume
III of this collectiond, @

As to the modern lives of the martyr, we could not
do better than to quote Herbert Thurston S. de from his

article St. Thomas & Becket in the Catgalic Encyclopedias

By far the best Inglish life is Morris, The Life of
St. Thomas Becket (2nd ed., London, 1885); there is &
‘somewhat fuller work of L'Huillier, Saint Thomas de Can-
tobery (2 vols., Paris, 1891); the volume by Demimuid,
STe Eﬁomas Becket (Paris, 1909), in the series Les Saints
15 not abreast of modern research. There are several ex-
cellent lives by Anglicans, of which Hutton, Thomas Becket,
(London, 1900), and the account by Norgate in Dict. Nate
Biog., S. v. Thomas, known as Thomas a Becket, are probably
The best. Thé blography by Robertson, Becket Archbishop
of Canterbury (London, 1859), is not sympathetic,

Nearly all the sources of the Life, as well as the
books of miracles worked at the shrine, have been edited
in the Rolls Series by Robertson under the title Naterials
for the History of Thomas Becket (7 volse, London, 1875=
18837, The valuablé Norse sage is edited in the same series
by Magnusson, Thomas Saga Erkibyskups (2 vols., London,
1884). The chromicle of GE?EEE%FHE_ant S. Maxence, Vie
de St. Thomas Martyr, has been edited by Hippeau) Paris,
T859)., ~The miracles have been specially studied from an
agnostic standpoint by Abbot, Thomas of Canterbury, his
death and miracles (2 vols., Londom, I898). oome valuable
material has been collected by Radford, Thomas of London
before his consecration (Cembridge, 1894). On the reldcs
see liorris, Rellcs 2£.§Ef Thomas (London, 1888); Thornton,

VII

3 The translation of the Deseriptio Londoniae is based upon
a re-eoxamination of the original MSS., & work done by W. Je
Millor S. Jde
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Becket's Bones (Canterbury, 1900); Ward, The Canterbury
Pllgrimages (London, 1904); Warner in Engl, Hist. Rev.,

VI iIEgIE, 754~-56,

To one who studies English Church History, it is of

oy
the greatest interest to note how the doctrine of the

Catholic Church in that country has been revealed, explained,
and crystallized, as it were, page by gfge through the
strong defense that She ever put up against the challenge
to that doctrine by the secular power; and how the rights
and privileges of the Church have been gradually made
known, respected and finally stamped into the consciousness
of ruler and people through the powerful convietion that
follows the spectacle of martyrs' bloods Ste. Thomas was
not the first to fight to the end in defense of the Church
against the encroachments of the secular power. We all
know the famous quarrel sbout Investiture between William
the Conqueror (1066-1087) and Lanfranc, Archbishop of
Canterbury; and betwsen William II (1097-1100) and Henry I
(1100-1135) and St. Anselm, Lanfranc's successor. By the
persistent defense of these two champions of the Church,
the notorious abuse of Investiture was abolished; no

longer did the king appoint a Bishop and invest him with
staff and mitre; no longer did he expect homage from him as
8 secular prince. After St. Thomas other quarrels will

come; but the Catholic Church of England will ever rise




glorious above the horizon, fortified and purified, its

noble brow enshrined in the blood-red crowns of a Langton,

Fisher and loree.

No one who studies carefully the fistory of the time
can fall to see the immense moral force which such an ex-
ample lent to the cause of t he weak and to the liberties
both of the Church and the people, against all forms of
absolutism and tyranny. The precise quarrel for which
Ste Thomas gave his life was relatively a small matter.
What was of supreme importance was the lesson that there
was something higher, stronger, and more,6 enduring than the
will of the most powerful earthly despot™.

4 Herbert Thurston S. J., Catholic Encyclopedia, England.




PROLOGUE s

To the Glory of Almighty God and in everlasting memory
of the Blessed Thomas and for the profit and edification of
all who read or hear me, I, William Fitzstephen, have been at
pains to write the 1life and passion ofisThomas himself, the
good Archbishop and Martyr. I was his fellow-citizen, his
clerk and a member of his household, and by his own lips I
was called to partake in his anxieties® I was draughtsmanl
in his chancery, subdeacon in his chapel when he celebrated,
reader of letters and instruments when he sat to hear suits,
and in some of these, when he himself so ordered, advocate,
I was present with him at the Council of Northampton, when
matters of great import were transacted, I beheld his martyr-
dom at Canterbury, and very many things herein set down I saw
with my own eyes and heard with my own ears, while certain
things I heard from relaters who had knowledge‘thereof.

Plato in a discourse set forth a form of constitution;
Sallust in his History described the situation of Africa on
the occasion of the Carthaginiens'! rebellion against the

Romens and of the Romans' oft crossing of the seas for their

subjugationzg and I shall describe the situation and the

1 "draughtsman," For the Latin dictator there is no exact
equivalent, Probebly the composer of the set periods in
which the formal parts of episcopal letters were expressed.

2 A reference to the Republic of FPlato and to the Jugurtha of
Sallust, neither of which authors had been read by Fita-
stephen. Sallust does not describe the situation of Africa,
and the Numidians are not Carthaginians.

1




constitution of London on the occasion offered me by the
Blessed Thomase.
A DESCRIPTION OF THE MOST NOBLE CITY OF LONDON

Among the noble cities of the wogid that are celebrated
by Fame, the City of London, seat of the Monarchy of England,
is one that spreads its fame wider, segﬁs its wealth and
wares further, and lifts its head higher than all others. It
is blessed in the wholesomeness of its air, in its reverence
for the Christian faith, in the strength of its bulwarks,
the nature of its situation, the honor of its citizens, and
the chastity of its matromns. It is likewlse most merry in
its sports and fruitful of noble men. Of these things it is
my pleasure to treat, each in its own place,

There

"the mild sky doth soften hearts of men®",

not that they may be "weak slaves of lust®", but that they
may not be savage and like unto beasts, may, rather, that
they may be of a kindly and liberal temper.

In the Church of St. Paul is the Episcopal See. Once
it was lfetropolitan, and it is thought that it will be so
again, if the citizens return to the island5, unless perchance.

the Archiepiscopal title of the Blessed lMartyr Thomas and

3 Lucan 8,366 (slightly altered).
4 Compare Yersius 5.58
5 Geoffrey of Hommouth, Historia Britonum 7.3




the presence of his body preserve that honor for all time
at Canterbury, where it now resides. But since St. Thomas
has adorned both these cities, London in his rising and
Canterbury by his setting, each city ggs, in respect of the
Saint himself, something further that it may urge not with-
out justice, one against the other. A%FO as concerns
Christian worship, there are both in London and the suburbs
thirteen greater conventual churches, and a hundred and
twenty-six lesser parochial,

On the East stands the palatine Citadel, exceeding
great and strong, whose walls and bailey rise from very deep
foundations, their mortar being mixed with the blood of
beasts. On the West are two strongly fortified castles,
while thence runs continuously a great wall and high, with
seven double gates, and with towers along the North at
intervals. On the South, London was once walled and towered
in like fashion, but the Thames, that mighty river, teeming
with fish, which runs on that side with the sea's ebb and
flow, has in course of ﬁime washed away those bulwarks, under-
mined and cast them down. Also up-stream to the Wéét the
Royal Palace rises high above the river, a building beyond
compare, with an outwork and bastions, two miles from the
City and joined thereto by a populous suburb,

On all sides, beyond the houses, like the gardens of the

citizens that dwell in the suburbs, planted with trees,




spacious and fair, adjoining one another.

On the North are pasture lands and a pleasant space of
flat meadows, intersected by running waters, which turn re-
volving mill-wheels with merry din. Hayd by there stretches
a great forest with wooded glades and lairs of wild beasts,
deer both red and fallow, wild boars and bulls. The cormn=
fields are not of barren gravel, but ri#h Asian plains such

as "make glad the crops®m

and £ill yhe barns of their farmers
"yith sheaves of Ceres!' stalk'",

There are also around London in the suburbs most ex-—
cellent wells, whose waters are sweet, wholesome and cleax,
and whose

"runnels ripple amid pebbles brightS",
Among those Holywell, Clerkenwell, and St. Clement's Well
are most famous and are visited by thicker throngs and greater
multitudes of students and of tﬁe young nmen of the City, who
go out on summer evenings to take the air. In truth a good
City when it has a good Lord?;
This City wﬁns honor by its men and glory by its arms

and has a multitude of inhabitants, so that at the time of

6 Virgil, Georgics l.l

7 Virgil, Georgics 2.517

8 Anonymous, perhaps by Fitzstephen himself.
9 A hit at Henry II.
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the calamitous wers of King Stephen's reignlo the men going forth
from it to be mustered were reckoned tﬁenty thousand armed ;;rse-
men and sixty thousand foot-soldiers. The citizens of London are
everywhere regarded as illustrous and renowned beyond those of
all other cities for the elegance of their fine manners, raiment
and table., The inhabitants of other t;%ns are called citizens,
but those of this are called barons. And with them a solemn oath
ends all strife. The matrons of Londop§are very Sabinesll.

In London the three principal churches tc wit the Episcopal
See of the Church of St. Paul, the Church of the Holy Trinity,
and the Church of St. iartin, have famous schools by privilege
and in virtue of their ancient dignity. But through the personal
favor of some one or more of those learned men who are kmown and
eminent in the study of philosophy there are other schools
licensed by speciai grace and permission. On holy days the
masters of the schools assemble their scholars at the churches
whose feast day it iss The scholars dispute, some in

demonstrative rhetoric, others in dialectic. Some "hurtle

enthymemeslz", others with great skill employ perfect syllogisms.

10 Stephen was king of England from 1097 to 1154, He was the
nephew of King Henry I. When Henry I died, his daughter,
Matilda was heiress to the throne; but Stephen usurped the
crown. As a result his reign was filled with discord
instigated by the adherents of Matilda,

11 The Sabines were an Italic tribe of central Italy and con-
temporaneous with early Rome. Known for their simple lives
and physical courage, they had a reputation for severe dis-
cipline and sturdy character.,

12 Compare Juvenal 6.449.




&

Some are exercised in disputation for the purpose of display,
which is but a wrestling bout of wit, but others that they may
establish the truth for the sake of perfection. Sophists who
produce fictitious arguments are accourrted happy in the profusion
and deluge of their words; others seek to trick their opponents
by the use of fallacies, Some orators from time to time in
rhetorical harangues seek to carry perétasion, taking pains to
observe the precepts of their art and to omit naught that ap-
pertains thereto. Boys of different schools strive one against
another in verse or contend concerning the principles of the
art of grammar or the rules governing the use of past and future,
There are others who employ the old wit of the cross-roads in
epigrams, rhymes and metre; with "Fescennine Licensels", they
lacerate their comrades outspokenly, though mentioning no
names; they hurl "abuse and gibes%", they touch the foibles
of their comrades, perchance even of their elders with
Socratic wit, not to say

"bite more keemnly even than Theon's toothld",
in their "bold dithyrambsi®", Their hearers

"ready to laugh their £i1117",

13 Compare Horace, Epistles 2.1.145
14 Compare liacrobius, Saturnalia 7.3
15 Compare Horace, Epistles lel8.82
16 Horace, Odes 4.2.10

17 Compare Persius 1.132




"With wrinking nose repeat the loud guffawlB".

Those that ply their several trades, the vendors of
each several thing, the hirers out of thelr several sorts
of labors are found every morning each in their separate
quarters and each engaged upon his own peculiar task. liore-
over there is in London upon the river's bank, amid the wine
that is sold from ships and wine-cellars, a public cook-~
shoplg. There daily, according to the season, you may find
viands, dishes roast, fried, and boiled, fish great and small,
the coarser flesh for the poor, the more delicate for the
rich, such as venison and birds both big and small., If
friends, weary with travel, should of a sudden come to any
of the citizens, and it is not their pleasure to wait fast-
ing till fresh food is bought and cooked,

"let servants bring water for hands and bread?o";
meanwhile they hasten to the river, and there all things that
they desire are ready to their hand, However great the
infinitude of knights or foreigners that enter the city or are
about to leave it, at whatever hour of night or day, that the

former may not fast too long nor +the latter depart without their

18 Persius 3.87

19 This "cookshop"-=for the word coquina can hardly mean
"cookshop quarter"--was probably near the Vintry; the ship
probably came to Dowgate.

20 Virgil, Aeneid 1.701
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dinner, they turn aside thither, if it so please them, afld refresh
themselves each after his own manner, Those who desire to fare
delicately, need not search to find sturgeon or "Guinea-fowl" or

21", since all dainties that are found there are

"Ionian francolin
set forth before their eyes, Now thés is a publie cook-shop,
appropriate to a city and pertaining to the art of civic life.
Hence that saying which we read in the Gorglas of Flato, to wit
that the art of cookery is a counterf8it of medicine and a
flattery of the fourth part of the art of civie 1ife?2,

In the suburb immediately outside one of the gates there
is a smooth fieldzs, both in fact and in name. On every sixth
day of the week, unless it be a major feast-day on which solemn
rites are prescribed, there is a much frequented show of fine
horses for sale. Thither come all the Barls, Barons and Enights
who are in the City, and with them many of the citizens, whether

to look or buy. It is a joy to see the ambling palfreys, their

skin full of juice, their coats aglisten, as they pace softly,

21 Horace, Lpodes 2.53-54

22 Plato (Gorgias 464 B ff.) makes Socrates say that the art
politics (civilitas~politike), which has two parts, viz.
legislation and Justice,atlends to the soul,while a nameless
art made up of two parts, medicine and gymnastic, attends to
the body; flattery has distributed herself into four imita-
tions of the four arts, cookery being the counterfeit of medi-
cine. Fitzstephen calls it a flattery of the fourth part of
civilitas, as though the four arts together made up politike,
The nameless art (of which medicine and gymnastic are sub-
divisions) being ignored. There is no reason to suppose that
Fitzstephen had the least idea of FPlato's meaning., His
knowledge of the Gorgias must have been derived from Latin
allusion to the passage in question,

23 (West) Smithfield.
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in alternation raising and putting down the feet on one side
together; next to see the horses that best befit EsQuires,
moving more roughly, yet nimbly, as they ralse and set down
the opposite feet, fore and hind, firs} on one side and then
on the other; then the younger colts of high breeding, un-
broken and

"high-stepping with elastic‘treadzé",

and after them the costly dextriers of graceful form and
goodly stature,

"with quivering ears, high necks and plump buttock525".
As these show their paces, the buyers watch first their gen-
tler gait, then that swifter motion wherein their fore feet
are thrown out and back together, and the hind feet also,
as it were, counterwise. When a race between such trampling
steeds is about to begin, or perchance between others which
are likewise, after their kind, strong to carry, swift to
run, a shout is raised, and horses of the baser sort are
bidden to turn aside. Three boys riding these fleet~foot
steeds, or at times two as may be agreed, prepare themselves
for the contest. Skilled to command their horses, they

"ourb their untemed mouths with jagged bitso",

and their chief anxiety is that their rival shall not gain

24 Virgil, Georgics 3.76
25 Compare Virgil, Georgics 3.84,79
0dés I.o

26 Compare Horace, +Ceb
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the lead. The horses likewise after their fashion 1lift up
their spirits for the race; "their limbs tremble; impatient

of delay, they cammot stand sti11%7", When the signal is :
given, they stretch forth their limbs,ﬁﬁhey gallop away, they
rush on with obstinate speed. Their riders, passionate for
renowvn, hoping for viectory, vie with one another in spurring
their swift horses and lashing them forgard with their

switches no less than they excite them by thelr cries. You

28n

would believe that "all things are in motion®®", as Heraclitus

maintained, and that the belief of Zeno was wholly false,
when he claimed that motion was impbssible and that ne man
could ever reach the finish of a race.

In another place apart stand the wares of the country
folk, instruments of agriculture, long-flanked swine, cows
with swollen udders, and

"wooly flocks and bodies huge of ine?oM,
iares stand there, meet for ploughs, sledges and two-horsed
carts; the bellies of some are big with young; round others

move their offspring, new-born, sprightly foals, inseparable

followers.

27 Virgil, Georgics 3.84

28 Heraclitus of Ephesus (c.510 B.C.) taught that existence was
perpetual change; cpe. his famous saying "All things are in a
state of flux." Zeno of Hlatea (c.450 B.C.) sought to prove
that on account of the infinite divisibility of space motion
was impossible, and that therefore the slowest moving thing
(eege the tortoise) could not be overtaken by the swiftest
(esge Achilles).

29 A possible echo of Virgil and Ovid.
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-
To this city, from every ndtion tThat is under heaven,

merchants rejoice to bring their trade in ships.
"Gold from Arabia, from Sabaesa spice
And incense; from the Scythians arms of steel
Well-tempered; oil from the rich groves of palm
That spring from the fat lands gf Babylon;
Fine gems from Nile, from China crimson silks;

French wines; and sable, veair and miniver
From the far lards where Russ and Norsemen dwellso".

London, as the chroniclers have showns;, is far older than

Rome. For, owing its birth to the sam:ITrojan ancestors, it
was founded by Erutus before Rome was [founded by Romulus and
Remus. Vherefore they both still use the ancient laws and

like institutions. London like Rome is divided into wards.

In place of Consuls it has Sheriffs every year; its senatorial
order and lesser magistrates; sewers and conduits in its streéts,
and for the plegding of diverse causes, demonstrative,
deliberative and judicial, it has its proper places, its
separate courts. It also has its assemblies on appointed days.,
I do not think that there is any city deserving greater approval
for its customs in respect to church-going, honor paid to the
ordinances of God, keeping of feast-days, giving of alms, enter-
tainment of strangers, ratifying of bethrothals, contracts of
marriage, celebration of nuptials, furnishing of banquets,

cheering of guests, and likewise for their care in regard to

30 Anonymous. A doggerel inspired by Virgil, Georgics 1.56ff,

and 2.,114ff,
31 Geoffrey of Honmouth, Historia Britonum le.17
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the rites of funeral and the burial of the dead, The only
plagues of London are the immoderate drinking of fools and
the frequency of fires.,

To that which I have said this al$o must be added, that
almost all Bishops, Abbots and Magnates of kngland are, as it
were, citizens and freemen of the City of London, having
lordly habitations there, whither they %epair and wherein
they make lavish outlay, when summoned to the City by our
ILord the King or by his Metropolitan to councils and great
assemblies, or drawn thither by their own affairs.

Furthermore let us consider also the sports of the City,
since it is not meet that a city should only be useful and
sober, unless it also be pleasant and merry. ‘Vherefore on
the seals of the High Fontiffs down to the time when Leo
was pope, on the one side of the signet Peter the Fisherman
was engraved and over him a key stretched forth from heaven
as it were by the hand of God, and around it the verse,

"For me thou left'st the ship; take though the keysz".
And on the other side was engraved a city with this device,
33y

"Golden Rome™ ", Also it was said in praise of Caesar

Augustus and Rome:

"All night it rains; with dawn the shows retyrn.
Caesar, thou shar'st thine empery with JoveY=",

London in place of shows in the theatre and stage-plays has

32 Compare Ciaconius, De Vitis Fontificum 1,807
33 Ausonius, De Claris Urbibus 1.210
34 Virgil; compare Donatus, vita Virgilii 69
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-
holier days, wherein are shown forth the miracles wrought by

Holy Confessors cr the sufferings which glorified the con=-
stancy of Martyrs.

Moreover, each year upon the day called Carnival--to
begin with the sports of boys (for we xere all boys once)--
boys from the schools bring fighting-cocks to their master;
and the whole forenoon is given up to Efyish sport; for they
have a holiday in the schools that they may watch their cocks
do battle. After dinner all the youth of the City goes out
into the fields to a much-frequented game of ball. The
scholars of each school have their own ball, and almost all the
workers ol each trade have theirs also in their hands. Elder
men and fathers and rich citizens come cn horse-back to watch
the contests of their juniors, and after their fashion are
young again with the young; and it seems that the motion of
their natural heat is kindled by the contemplation of such
violent motion and by their partaking in the Jjoys of
untrammelled youth.

Every Sunday in Lent after dinner a "fresh swarm of young
gentlesss" goes forth on war-horses, "steeds skilled in the

36y

contest ", of which each is

37
"apt and schooled to wheel in circles round .

35 Compare Horace, Odes 1.35.30
36 Compare Horace, Ars Poetica 84
37 Compare Ovid, Ars Amatoria J.384
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From the gates burst forth in throngs the lay sons of citizens,
armed with lance and shield, the younger with shafts forked at
the end, with steel point removed; "they weake war's semblancess"
and in mimic contest exercise their sk%}l at arms. Wany
courtiers come too, when the King is in residence; and from the
household of Barls and Barons come young men not yet invested
with the belt of knighthood, that they pay there contend to-
gether. Iach one of them is on fire with hope of victbry. The
fierce horses neigh, "their limbs tremble; they champ at the
bit; impatient of delay they cannot stand stillsg". When at length
"the hoof of tramﬁling steeds careers alongQO", |
the youthful riders divide their hosts; some pursue those
that fly before, and eannot overtake them} others unhorse
their comrades and speed by.
At the feast of Easter they make sport with naval tourneys,
as 1t were; for a shield being strongly bound to a stout pole
in mid-stream, a small vessel, driven on by many an oar and
by the river's flow, carries a youth standing at the prow, who
is to strike a shield with his lance, If he break the lance
by striking the shield and keep his feet unshaken, he has

achieved his purpose and fulfilled his desire. If, however,

he strike it'strongly without splintering his lance, he is

38 Compare Virgil, Aeneid 5,674
39 Virgil, Georgics OS.
40 Compare Horace, Satires l.l.ll4




15

o
throvn into the rushing river, and the boat of its own speed
passes him by. But there are on each side of the shield two
vessels moored, and in them are many youths to snatch up the
striker who has been sucked down by thi,stream, as soon as he
emerges into sight or
"once more bubbles on the topmost waveél".

On the bridge and the galleries above tje river are spectators
of the sport “ready to laugh their p111%%n,

On feast-days throughout the summer the youths exercise
themselves in leaping, archery and wrestling, pubtting the
stone, and throwing the thonged javelin beyond a mark, and
- fighting with sword and buckler. "Cythera leads the dance
of maidens and the earth is smitten with free foot at moon-
riseéz",

In winter on almost every feast-day before dinner either
foaming boars #nd hogs, armed with "tusks lightning—swift44",
themselves soon to be bacon, fight for their lives, or fat
bulls with butting horns, or huge bears, do combat to the

death against hounds let loose upon them.

¥hen the great marsh that washes the Northern walls of

41 Compare Persius 3.34

42 Compare Persius 1l.132

43 Compare Horace, 0Odes l.4.5 and 1.37.1
44 Compare Phaedrus lefle5
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the City is frozen, dense throngs of youths go forth to dis~
port themselves upon the ice, Some gathering speed by a run,
1ide along, with feet set well apart, over a vast space of

g
Others make themselves ssgts of {te like millstones,

ice.
and are dragged along by a number who run before them hold-
ing hands. Sometimes they slip owing to the greatness of
their speed and fall, every one of them?upon their faces.
Others there are, more skilled to sport upon the ice, who
£it to their feet the shin-bones of beasts, lashing them
beneath their ankles, and with iron-shod poles in their hands
they strike ever and anon against the ice_and are borne along
swift as a bird in flight or a bolt shot from mangonel, But
sometimes two by agreement run one against the other from a
great distance, and, ralsing their poles, strike one another,
One or both fall, not without bodily harm, since on falling
they are borne a long way in opposite directions by the force
of their own motion; and wherever the ice touches the head,
it scrapes and skins it entirely. Often he that falls breaks:
arm or shin, if he fall upon it. But youth is an age greedy
of renown, yearning for vietory, and exercises itself in
mimic battles that it may bear itself more boldly in true
combats,

iany of the citizens delight in taking their sport with

birds of the air, merlins and falcons and the like, and with
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-
dogs that wage warfare in the woods. The citizens have the

special privilege of hunting in Widdlesex, Hertfordshire, and
all Chiltern, and in Kent as far as the river Cray. The

Londoners, who are called Trinobantes, repulsed Gaius Julius
4

Caesarés, who
"rejoiced

%o neke mno way save with the spilth of blood*6",

Tihence Lucan writes,

&
"To the Britons whom he sought He showed his coward bac 47."

The City of London has brought forth not a few men who
subdued many nations and the Roman Impire to their sway, and many

others whom valor has
"rajsed to the Gods as lords of earth48".
as had been promised to Brutus by the oracle of Apollo,

"Brutus, past Gal beneath the set of sun,

There lies an isle in Ocean ringed with waters.
This seek; for there shall be thine age-long home.
Here for thy sons shall rise a second Troy,

Here from thy blood shall monarchs spring, 50 whom
All earth subdued shall its obeisance make*"".

And in Christian times she brought forth the great Emperor Con-
stantineso, who gave the city of Rome and all the insignia of

Empire to God and the Blessed Peter and Sylvester the Roman Fope,

45 Geoffrey of Monmouth, Historia Britonum 4.,3-9

46 Lucan 2.439

47 Lucan 2.572

48 Horace, Odes l.le6

49 Geoffrey ol lLionmouth, Historia Britonum 1.1l

50 For the forged Donation of Constantine see Edward Gibbon,
Decline and Fall of the Roman Zmpire, chapter 49.
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to whom he rendered the office of a groom and rejoiced no
longer to be called emperor but rather the Defender of the

Holy Roman Church. And that the peace of the lLord Fope

Ay

might not be shaken with the tumult of the noise of this
world by reason of his presence, he himself departed altogether
from the city which he had conferred on the Lord Fope, and

+
built for himself the city of Byzantium.

And in modern times also she has produced monarchs

51

renowned and magnificent, the Lmpress ilatilda™", King Henry

the Thirdsz, and Blessed Thomas, the Archbishop, Christ's
glorious Martyr,

"than whom

She bore no whiter soul nor one more dearSs",

to all good men of the Latin world,

51 Empress iatilda (1102-1167) was the daughter of Henry I
King of England, and wife of Humperor Henry V of Germany.
She was the true heiress to the English throne after the
death of Ilenry I; but the crown was usurped by Stephen.
After the death of the latter she ruled for some time but
her haughtiness made her so unpopular that when Henry II,
her son became old enough, she abdicated. She played thy
part of mediator between Henry II and St. Thomas of
Canterbury.

52 King Henry the Third is the "Young King," second son of
Henry II. He was crowned at Westminster (1170) and agaly,
with his queen, at Winchester (1172).

53 Horace, Satires l.5.41

1




LIF& AND FASSIOH OF SAINT THGKAS, ARCHBISHOFP AND HARTYR
BY WILLIAN FITZSTEPHEN CITIZEN OF LONDON

Even before his birth, God knew S%. Thomas and predestineds4
him for great things. He made known his future greatness to
his mother by revelation. Before the child was born, she
dreamed that she held the entire archie%iscopal Church of
Canterbury in her womb. As soon as the child was brought
into the world, the midwife held him in ﬁer arms and said:
"I have raised an Archbishop from the earth." One night when
the infant lay in the oradle, the mother dreamed that she
complained to the nurse that the child had no covering., "Why,
Lady, he has a very good one!" "Show me," said the mother.
The nurse brought the covering and tried to unfold it entirely
that the mother might see; but it was impossible, "It is so |
large that I cannot spread it out in this room." The mother
answered, "Go into the hall and open it there."™ The nurse
tried to do this, "but I cannot open it here either." The
mother wondering, said, "Go out into the now vacant street;
there you surely will be able." But even there the nurse
could not succeed in spreading out the covering. "The covering

is so large," she exclaimed, "that I am unable to find the end

54 Compare Romans 8.29

19
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of it; it seems to cover all England, and being still larger,
extends beyond its borders."”

Thomas therefore was born of legiﬁimate wedlock and
good parents. His father was Gilbert,‘;ne time sheriff of
London; and his mother's name was lMahalt. They belonged to
the middle-class of London, and avoiding all wholesale trafflic
in money and trade, they were content to live honorably on
their modest income.

The following incident will prove that Gilbert received
some sign from above concerning his child. He had entrusted
the boy for some time to the care of Robert, Prior of the
religious House of Canons at lerton. One day the father came
to see his son. When the boy was brought before the Frior and
his father, the latter prostrating himself made a humble obei-
sance to the child. "Are you mad, old man?", cried the in-
dignant Prior, "you prostrate yourself at the feet of your
child? It is he who should pay you that honor.™ The father
answered him secretly, "My Lord, I know what I am doiné; this
boy will be a great man before the Lord."

The years of his infancy, childhood and puberty were
spent in all simplicity at home and in the schools of the
city. Reaching the years of early manhood, he went to Paris

to continue his studies. On his return, he was initiated
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into the business of the City of London, and became clerk and
accountant of the sheriffs. This work he did very well., It
taught him the prudence of this world which later on would
enable him to handle with such care and*wisdom, such success
| end splendor, the vast business of the whole empire, common
to Church and State, just as

"After he has barked at a deer's sﬁ%g in the courtyard,

The whelp hunts in the forests?“",

As he advanced in years and merits, he was introduced to
Theobald, of pious memory, Archbishop of Canterbury, by two
brothers from Boulogne, Baldwin the Archdeacon and Master
Bustace, frequent guests of his father and friends of the
Archbishop. The introduction was all the easier from the
fact that Thomas's father, Gilbert, besides enjoying the
personal acquaintance of Theobald, came from the same village
of Normandy, Thierceville, and belonged to the same equestrian
order as the Archbishop. By their introduction and his father's,
I repeat, from then on, Thomas was a member of the Archbishop's
household, and later was to give him proof of his brave and
good character. Oq his way to the Archbishop's court, Thomas

first stopped at the village of Harrow and was accompanied

by a single servant, Ralph of London.

55 Horace, Hpistles 1,2.66=-67
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That very night, the hostess of the boarding-house in
which he spent the night dreamed that her guest was sitting
on the roof of the Church and that his, flowing vestments
covered the whole Church. The next morning she told her
dream to her husband; and she came to the conclusion that
some day one of the two young men (for das yet she did not
know which of the two was Thomas) would be Lord over the Church
of their village.

The Clerics who belonged to that archiepiscopal court
were distinguished and, above all, learned men; many of them
Theobald later made Bishops of England, such as Roger of
Pont-1'Eveque who became Archbishop of York. Thomas was less
learned than theye. Although less learned than his companions,
his greater efforts after virtue and prudence made him more
prominent and acgepﬁable for strength of character and wisdom.
later he was to excel all even in learninge

Roger, whom we mentioned above, was jealous of Thomas's
success and first favors. Twice he succeeded in having the
Archbishop expel Thomas from court. But each time, Thomas,
inexperienced and modest, conscious of no wrong, had recourse
to Walter, the brother of the Archbishop, at that time Arche
deacon of Canterbury, later Bishop of Rochester, who was
then living at Theobald's court. At his intercession, Thomas

was recalled and reinstated into the favor of the Archbishope
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As soon as the Archbishop came to know the metal of his
character, he sent him on several missions to Rome on business
Tor the Church of England. There, thanks to the grace of God
and his own wisdom, Thomas was receivedfinto the full favor
of the Supreme Fontiffs and the Holy Roman Church,

His countenance was calm and beautjiful. He was very tall
vwith a prominent and aquiline nose., His bodily senses were
very acute; his conversation elegant. Ie was a man of subtle
intellect and great soul, Well advanced on the way of virtue,
he was friendly to all men, compassionate towards the oppressed
and the poor; resisting the proud., He wished for the ad-
vancement of his colleagues; and did not hesitate to homor
all good men. Generous and clever, he took care not to de-
ceive or be deceived. Prudent in the things of this world,
he did not neglect the wisdom of a life to come,

lle was presented by John, the Bishop of Worcester, to
the Church of St. Mary-le-Strand. Later he was given the
Church of Otford as a gift from the Archbishop. Then he held
a prebendal stall in the Church of St. Paul in London and
another in Lincoln, Having obtained leave of his Archbishop,
he studied law at Bologna for a year, and afterwards at Auxerre.
- After the lapse of time and increase of merit, the Archbishop
thought it well to ordain Thomas deacon and appoint him
Archdeacon of the Church of Canterbury. This office, next

to the bishopriecs and abbacies, was the highest in the Church
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of England and brouglt him a hundred pounds of silver,

When Henry II56'was consecrated King of England by Arch-
bishop Theobald, the latter and Henry the noble Bishop of
Winchester strongly urged and advised“the King to make Thomas
his Chancellor, as if preferfed to all others. Vhen the King
assented, Thomas received a dignity which is above all others
in the land. Conscientious, cherishing high ideals, blessed
with a wide experience, he certainly was the man to fulfill
this important position. Its duties he fulfilled so indus~
triously for the glory of God and the welfare of the kingdom
that it is difficult to judge whether he was more noble, more
magnificent, more useful bto the King in peace or in war.

The dignity of the Chancellor of England is second to
that of the King. He has custody of the Great Sea and may
use its reverse side to seal his own documents. He takes
care of the Chapel.Royal. He takes over and administers all

the vacant archbishoprics, bishoprics, sbbacies and baronies

56 Henry II (1133-1189) was born in Normandy and was the
grandson of Henry I. He married Eleanor of Aquitaine and
succeeded Stephen on the throne of England in 1154. He took
up constitutional reform with the help of Archbishop Theo-
bald and Thomas of Canterbury. He brought a large part of
France under English domination., After subjugating his
barons, he tried to interfere with the jurisdiection of
ecclesiastical courts, This course led him into conflict
with our indomitable defender of the Church, Thomas. The
quarrel ended in the murder of St. Thomas, for which Henry
did penance,
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that fall in the hands of the Kinge. He sits at all the King's
councils, even when not called.\ He signs all documents from
the Seal Bearer, his Cleric, and dispoiﬁs of them according

to his own counsel. If the merit of his life, with the grace
of God, should warrant it and if he wishes, he does not die
before he is made Archbishop or Bishop.y Hence merit and not
money is the necessary qualification for a candidate to the
chancellorship.

In the time of King Stephen the English Kingdom had been
involved in the storms of war, fed by shameful hatreds. On
every side revolution raged. In almost every third village,
there were castles to give refuge to the brigands. Flemish
adventurers and other bandits had despoiled English nobles
and taken possession of Kent and a large part of the Kingdom.
Vhen this kind of warfare had lasted for almost twenty years,
and the English people despaired of ever driving the Flemish
out or seeing the Kingdom restored to its pristine dignity and
peace, s change came with the advent of the young Kinge. By
the mercy of God and the wisdom of the Chancellor, Clerics
end barons who wished for peace, within three months after
the coronation of the King, William of Ipres, the violent
usurper of XKent, tearfully left the country. All the Flemish
were on their way to the sea with their arms and baggage.

All their castles in England were destroyed; a few old towers
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and fortified %towns were preserved for protection, ¥With the
removal ol all these defections, the crown of England was

again made whole. Those who had been despoiled were restored
to their hereditary rights, The bandit® left their hideouts

in thé forest and entered the villages, happy to share the
common rights of peace. They melted their swords into
ploughshares; their spears into sicklesavo Terrified by the
sight of the gallows, thieves were glad to exercise the art

of farming or any other mechanical trade. Feace was everywhere.
Shields were imported; sheep-folds exported. Xan could now
travel in security from town or camp; traders to their business;
the Jews to their creditors,.

By the industry and wisdom of this Chancellor, with the
cooperation of the Clerics, the counts and barons, this noble
Kingdom of ours was renewed as nature in spring. Holy Mother
Church was held in honor, Vacant episcopates and abbacies
were entrusted to worthy persons without simony. And the
King, by the favor of the king of Kings, prospered in all his
undertakings. The Kingdom was rich; there was abundance
everywhere: the hills were cultivated; the valleys were
covered with harvest; the pastures were dotted with herds; the

folds packed with bleating sheep.

57 Compare Isaias 2.4




Thomas repaired the Tower of London, the seat of the
Kingdom, which had become dilapidated. This big task pro-
ceded with such speed, that the work was comple ted between
Zaster and Pentecost58. There were so many carpenters and
other artisans employed that they had the hardest time to
speak to one another and understand one another amidst the
din and noise,

The Chancellor enjoyed the highest favor among the clergy,
army and people. He could hold all the vacant parish Churches
of villages and castles. No one could dare to refuse to come,
when Thomas called anyone to his presence. 7Yet his magnanimous
soul so conguered ambition that he returned to poor priests
and clerics the Churches which had become vacant. DBut his
generosity was rewarded with the Frovostship of the Church
of Beverley, the deanery ol Hastings from Tthe count of ku,
the wardenship of the Tower of London with the military service
attached to it; the castlery of Eye with its honors of seven
times twenty soldiers, and the Castle of Berkhampstead. He
often indulged, perfunctorily of course and only lightly,
in the sport of hawking and hunting with dogs; and in the
game of draughts

"lle played the war-game of robbers in ambush®%",

58 Al.D, 1155,
59 Compare Martial 14,20

27




The home and table of the Chancellor were accessible
to all the needy of every class who came to the King's court
and seemed of good character, Almost every day, he dined
with counts and barons whom he invited. He had given orders
thét each day his dining floor should be covered with new
straw or hay in winter; with fresh bulrushes or green leaves
in summer, so that the multitude of soldiers who could not
find room on the benches might find a clean place on the floor,
and thus would not soil their precibus garments or beautiful
linen shirts. His home was brilliant with gold and silver
vessels. It was full of precious dishes and goblets. If
some rare food or drink was offered for sale, no expense kept
his buyers from obtaining it. Yet he ate and drank very spar-
ingly in order that his rich table might leave a rich alms,
And from the first moment of his chancellorship (and this I
have heard from his confessor, Robert, the venerable Canon of
ierton), he never soiled his chastity., Even the King laid
plots day and night to seduce him to fall. But devout and
predestined by God, he sought to keep his flesh pure and his
loins girteo. And indeed the wise man who is intent upon the
guidance of the Kingdom and engrossed in so many public and

private cares, will very rarely be assailed by the entice-

ments of the flesh. Because,

60 Compare Zphesians Gel4d; Luke 12.35; Daniel 5.6; 1 Peter 1,13
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. . . 61 .
"Teke away leisure and Cupid's bow is broken ".

The modesty of the Chancellor; his hatred of all turpitude.
and impurity may be zathered from the following incident.
Richard of Ambly, one of his Clerics, a man of noble stock,
)

had seduced the wife of omne of his companions who had gone
far abroad, under the pretext that her husband was now dead.
Thomas expelled him from his home and fg?endship and ordered
him imprisoned and enchained for a long time in the Tower of
London.

Nobles of England and surrounding countries éent their
sons to the Chancellor for their training and education.
He undertook to teach them himself, instilling in them solid
principles and sound doctrine, After some time he discharged
to their parents and relatives some of them, covered with
honor and imbued with the principles and qualities necessary
to their entrance in the army; others he chose to keep with
himself. Even his lord, the King, entrusted his son and heir
to the throne to his care. Thomas kept personal supervision
of the Prince and many other nobles of the same age, along
with the train of teachers and personal servants which their
station required.

By no means weas he carried away by all this pomp of

61 Ovid, Remedia Amoris 139
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worldly honors; for he often received the discipline secretly
on his bare back, from Ralph the Prior of Saint Trinity when
he was in the neighborhood of London or from Thomas priest of
St. kartin when he was in the vielnity of Canterbury. His
lcok was modest. IHHe was humble to the humble; stern and
severe to the proud, as if there were in him an innate tendency
\to , + :
"spare the humbled and to war down the proud!sz"
Hany nobles and soldiers came to pay homage Tto the
Chancellor; and he in his turn received them graciously and
cherished them further as their father, but withal never for-
getting his position as servant of the Kinge
Thenever he sailed abroad he had six or more ships in
his fleet; and he refused passage to none who wished to come.
He paid his pilots and sailors just as much as they asked.
o day ever passed in which he did not male generous donations
of horses, birds, clothes, zold and silver articles, or money.
Thus these words may be very well applied to him:
"Some give their goods and always have plenty; others

2

. 63
seize the stranger's goods ',

62 Virgil, Aeneid 6.854
63 Compare FProverbs 11,24




"And something is ever wanting to fortun664":
and he had such a passion for giving that he was considered
as the love and delight of whole Latin world. Depending
on the age of each man,."he so cleverly;adopted each on665".
By the grace of God and +the persuasion of St. Thomas,
the King did not kéep the vacant episcopal sees and abbacies
very long; for it was not his wish (whi®h, sad to say, he
did later) to enrich his coffers with the patrimony of
Christ. 1In fact, he religiously and without great delay
returned them to deserving personss
Also at the advice of the Chancellor, the King be-
friended the pious Canons Regular of lerton Abbey; he com=
pleted the abbey by having a presbytery and crosses made
ot his own expense. Ie gave it a perpetual endowment.
And there he often passed the last three days of Holy Yeek
with the cormunity. And after the night service of Tene-
brae-~it would be more correct to call it a service of
Light--on Good Fridsy until three in the afternoon he would
visit, for the sake of prayer, the poor churches of the
neighboring villages, on foot, disguised in a cloak, ac-
companied with a single companion to show the way.

Thomas also influenced the King to recall from France

some deserving Inglishmen, monks or schoolmasters, in order

64 Compare Horace, Odes 3.24,.,64
65 Horace, Dpistles leb6e55
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to reward them with a more honorable position in England.
Such were Robert of Melum who was promoted to the episcopal
Church of Hereford and William, monk of St. Martin des
Champs, who was made abbot of Ramsey.
i

Thus we see that the Chancellor's singular virtues,
magnanimous soul and great merits endeared him vo the King,
the clergy, the soldiers and people. ﬁ@?n the serious work
was over, the King and his Chancellor played togebher like
two chums, in the dining-room, in Church, assemblies, or
when out riding. One stormy winter day as they were riding
in the streets of London, the King caught sight of a poor
old man coming dowvn the street, some distance away. The
man ﬁas clad in thin and tattered clothes. The King said to
the Chancellor, "Do you see that man?" "I do." "How poor,
how weak, how poorly clad he looksi" exclaimed the King,
"Don't you think it would be a great elms to give him a thick
and warm cloak?" "Certainly!" answered Thomas “"and you ought
to have a mind and eye for such an alms, O Kingd" In the
meantime the poor man has come near and the King and Chancellor
stope The King quietly addresses him, asking whether he would
not like to have a good cloak. The poor man not knowing who
they were, thought it was a joke. The King turned to the
Chancellor, "Well, you will give this great alms"; and laid
his hand on his new and precious cloak of scarlet and gray.

He tried to remove it but the Chancellor resisted and so

32
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guite a scuffle ensued. The nobles and soldiers who fol-
lovwed behind hurried up wondering what could have been the
cause: of such a sudden struggle. No one could tell them;
since both were so absorbed in their s{guggles that they could
hardly keep their saddles. At last Thomas gave up the strug-
gle in favor of the King who removed his cloak and gave it

to the poor man. Then the King told the® story to his nobles
who laughed loud and long. Some of them offered their own
cloaks and mantles to the Chancellor. But the o0ld man con-
tinued his way clad in the Chancellor's cloak, rich and
happy beyond expectation, giving thanks to Gode

Sometimes the Xing would take his meal in the Chancellor's
dining-room either to amuse himself or to hear what was said
around his home and table., He would even enter the dining-
room on horseback while the Chancellor was at table; perhaps
an arrow was in his hand as he returned from or went to the
chase. Sometimes he would take a drink, and having greeted
the Chancellor, would leave; or jumping over t he table would
sit down and ea t. In all Christian times, twc men never
lived in closer harmony and friendshipe.

At one time the Chancellor fell seriously sick at Rouen
near S5t. Gervase. The King of France and the King of lLngland
came together to see him., Vhen at last convalescent and on
his way to recovery, he was sitting one day playing a game

of chess and wearing a cloak with sleeves. Aschetin, the
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Prior of Leicester, coming from the King's court at Gascony,
ceame to visit hime Addressing Thomas with great freedom and
familiarity he said: "What! do you wear a cloak with sleeves?
Such a dress befits a falconer! 3But you are Cleric, one in
person, but in office many, Archdeacon ;f Canterbury, Dean of
Hastings, Frovost of Beverley, Canon of this and that place,
also Procurator of the Archbishop, and gs the rumor goes at
court, a future Archbishop." Among other things Thomas
answered: "Indeed I know three poor priests in England each
of whom I would rather see elevated to the Archiepisconate
than myself; for 'I know thoroughlyes‘ my Lord the King and
I know for certain that if I am ever promoted to that dignity
I will have to forfeit either the King's favor or (which God
forbid!) my service to God Almighty." The words proved
prophetic,.

The King of England usually have their own ship for
travelling. But the Chancellor's generosity went so far
thet he had made, not one but threelexcellent shipé, fully
equipped; he presented them as a gift to his Lord the King.

“hen the Chancellor heard that legates from Norway had
come to HEngland, he sent messengers to meet them on the way.

He escorted them to the King's court and ministered to all

their wants at his own expense.

66 Persius 3430
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~ Iicholas the Archdeacon of London had the misfortune of
offending the Eing, and so his family vas expelled, his home
closed by order of the King and confiscated to the crowm.
But the pood Chancellor did not rest until he had obtained

)

from the King, on that very day, the reconciliation of the
Archdeacon and the restoration of his propertye.

His good offices were also emgloye% in behalf of the
Bishop of Le Mans and Gilo the Archdeacon of Rouen. For when
Alexander was elected Fope, Octavian the anti-pope and Lmperor
Frederic who supported him formed a schism. Alexander, with
his Cardinals and followers, sent muncios to the King of France
and the King of Zngland who wmas then on the continent. These
two Kings called a meeting of many Bishops and nobles at Neuf-~
marché in order to receive the Nuncios and hear their arguments
in favor of a legal election and the necessity of obedience.
But because Hugo, the Archbishop of Rouen had already arproved
Alexander and had sent Gilo the Archdeacon, his nephew, to his
suffragan Bishops to induce them to do the same, the King of
England was very angrye. He wished that the initiative in this
matter should come from himself. He ordered the home of the
Archdeacon to be torn down but did not dare anything against
the Archbishop who was old, noble and much respected, Thomas
suprliantly interceded before the King, "But, my Lord, the King
the house which you order pulled down is ‘the home of Gilo the

Archdeacon, but it is also the hostelry where I put up when




abroad.” This he said for the purpose of quieting the King
and‘persuading him To restore the Archdeacon to his favor
and return hils property.

The next day the King heard that the Bishop of Le lians
had followed the example of the Archbishop of Rouen and had
promised their obedience to Alexander through the Huncios,
The King was angry because thoy dared dg'this without his
command or prermission. The marshals, at the command of the
King, went to the Bishop's hostelry where they cut the
horses' halters and turned them loose. They carried his
baggage into the streets and drove him in disgrace from his
home and the Court. Then the King wrote briefs commanding
that his home at Le Mans should be pulled down. FHaving
signed the briefs, he held them aloft before the bystanders
and said, "Soon the peovle of Le lans will hear something
about their Bishop ." All the Clerics who were present at
the court of the two Kings were grieved at this action; the
Chancellor above all. e knew full well how little inter-
ference or request would avall when the King was in such a
passion. Instead he ordered the ding's courlers who had
been entrusted with the letter, not ‘o hurry; thakt, though
the journey to Le Mans could be made in two days, they should
not arrive there before the fourth day. The messengers

agreeds On the morrow, the Chancellor persuaded the Bishops
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,o 0 before the King and intercede for their colleague.

t
S come agreed to go; but they found the King inexorable,
A,/gain some went before the King, at the request of the

c,,hancellor; and again they were repulseii. Finally Thomas
-

w/ent himself and remewed his request the next day. Vhen the
K/’ing thought that enough time had elapsed to allow his men
g © tear down the Bishop's house entirely; or in part, he

-ave in to the Chancellor's insistence., The Chancellor
&mmediately sent ordsrs reinstating the Bishop, by means
o I his own messenger, warning him that if he valued the
¢~ hancellor's friendship, he must not rest day or night till
h-€ arrived at le lians. He arrived with his message at Le
w_ans on the same day as the King's messengers. The Bishop's
h_ouse was still intacte Although the King's méssengers
h_2ad arrived first, the Chancellor's letter was able to
£ orestall their action. Later the King was happy that the
¢ hancellor had played him such a useful trick; like the

. . 87 .
¢ 2se in Thimeus  where a most fortunate deception was

p layed with the lots of a bridal couple.

6 7 Perhaps for comico, as there is nothing to the purpose
in Flato's Timeeus and the reference may be to Terence's

Andriae
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Thomas had fifty Cleries in his service. Many of them
were part of his train; others had charge of +the vacant
episcopates or abbacies or looked after his own ecclesias-
tical offices.,

)

The King called a council of his Chancellor and some
nobles to consider the expediency of asking the {ing of
France for his deaughter largaret in margiage to his son
Henry. The plan seemed good; and both Xing and noble were
as one man bent on its execution;

12 83s L IRK R . . 68"
This thing both makes and preserves friendships .
But such an important mission to such an important personage
who should undertake it but the Chancellor? He is choseng
he agrees. Mindful therefore of the matter and persons
involved, considering his ovm office and part he had to play
in the negotiations, according to that saying of the poet:

"Consider how you dare; readies he himself nuptially,
"o is sent to unite future nuptials®b9",

he prepared to display the splendor of the English Kingdom,
and to lavish its wedlth, in order that the mission might
manifest to the whole world the high dignity of both the
King and his representative, There were about two hundred
men in his train: soldiers, Clerics, servants, valetls,

armor-bearers, sons of nobles, all fully equipped., Iaster

68 Horace, Satires l.3.54
69 Anonymous.




and attendant were dressed in gay fashion; everyone accord-
ing o his rank. He also had twenty-four suits of clothes.
"Pelts of wool twice-dyed in purple7o“,
silk garments, an elegant variety of rfth end foreign furs,
carpets and curtain, such as could ornament the bed and
chamber of a Bishop, and almost all to be given away and left
on the continent. Thomas had dogs with*him and every kind
of hawk which Kings aﬁd nobles use. There were eight wagous,
each drawn by five horses resembling war horses in size and
strength. At the head of each horse was a young man dressed
in a new tunic. A guide on a post-horse followed each wagon.
Iwo wagons carried beer--a drink made from fermented grain--
in iron~bound casks. It is a gift to the French who like
this drink. Indeed, it is wholesome, clear, of the color
of wine with better taste. The equipment from the Chancel-
lor's chapel was carried in one wagon; his chamber had a
wagon, his pantry had one and his kitchen had cne. Then
other wagons carried food and drink, horse-blankets, bags
full of the clothes for the night, and baggage. He also
had in his train twelve pack-horses, eight chests contain-
ing his gold and silver furniture, vats, cups, bowls, gob-

lets, pitchers, basins, cellars, spoons, salvers, and dessert-

70 Horace, Epodes 12.21
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dishes., OCther pack animals carried his money, enough for his
many expenses and gifts, his clothing, some books and miscel-
laneous articlese. At the head of the train a pack-horse

arried the sacred vessels of the chapel, the ornaments of

Q

the altar and books. Each pack-horse had 1ts groom becoming-
ly ornamented. Tied to each wagon, above or below, was a
huge dog, strong and terrible, who would seem able to overcome
a bear or a lion. And on each pack-horse a tailed monkey
was perched or

"the ape imitator of the human visage7l".
They entered the French villages and camps in the following
order. Young Englishmen led the way

"sorn to consume the fruits of the earth72",
about two hundred fifty strong, advancing in groups of six
or ten or more, singingz the songs of the fatherland. After
an interval, come the huntsmen with their dogs. Then those
vagons, iron-bound and covered with the usual large hides of
animals, rattled over the stones of the streets. After an
interval, there follow the swmpter-horses, with their grooms
astride their haunches. Xoused by the clamor, the French
people rushed from thelr homes, asking who had come. They

were told that the Chancellor of the English King had come to

France on a mission to the King. "If the Chancellor of

71 Claudianus, %ubropium 1,303
72 Horace, Epistles l.ce27
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Ingland travels in such splendor,” they said, "what must the
King be?" ter an interval, the pack-horses came up, fol-
lowed by the squires carrying the shields of the soldiers
and leading their chargers, Then other squires, some young
men, falconers, carrying birds; seneschals, masters and
ministers of the Chancellor's household. The soldiers and
Clerics came next, all riding two by two. Last of all came
the Chancellor accompanied by intimate friends.

As soon as the Chancellor had landed on the Continent,
he had sent word to the Kinp of France about his intended
visit. He Jjourneyed by way of leulant. The King of France
had answered that he would meet him at Paris on a certain
day. The King, wishing to look after all the Chancellor's
wants himself (for it is the custon among the French Kings
and Tobles to provide everything necessary to any guest what-
ever as long as he abides at court), gave orders to the
people of Faris, forbidding them to sell anything to the
Chancellor or his men. ‘Ythen the Chancellor heard of this,
he sent his servants in disguise to the neighboring towns of
Lagny, Corbeil, Ponbtoise, St. Denys to buy bread, meat,
fish, wine and fruit in abundance. And when he took up
his lodgings at the hostelry of the Temple at Faris, his
servants came to him saying that they had provided his hos-

telry with enough food to feed a thousand men for three dayse.
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e have heard of the magnificence of King Solomon and of the
varlous kinds of meats which were necessary for his daily
banquets; and similarly we hear of that Chancellor that one
day a dish of eels was bought which cosﬁ a hundred shillings.

L1

This caused such & sensation that it became a proverb through-
out the world. This one incident, without mentioning other
dishes and delicacies of his table proves t0 us that his fare
was luxurious and rich.

I cannot find words to describe the honors which the
French King and his nobles showered upon Thomas; and the
generosity with which he repaid them. IHe showed the greatest
kindness to the students and masters of the schools of
Paris, even to French citizens who had debtors among the
tnglish students. W read that Hannibal after the death
of Hasdrubal, sent messengers to Rome, saying to them: "Go,

Su,  In the same way,

and satisfy every mortal with money7
the Chancellor lavished gifts upon all France, upon the

barons, soldiers, servants of the King and Queen, school-
masters, scholars and nobles74. e gave all his gold and

silver furniture; all his suits of clothes; To one he gave

a mantle, to another a gray cloak, to a third a fur cloak,

73 It would seem that the names of Hannibal and Hasdrubal
are mistakes for Jugurthe and Adherbal. If so, the
substance of the passage may be found in Sallust, Bellum
Jugurthinum chapter 30, ed. Wasse.

74 E.D. 1159,
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to this man he gave a palfrey, to that one a war-horse.
Why say more? But he rose in favor above all men. The
mission was successful; he obtained his request, On his
return, he captured Guy de Laval, enemy and robber of the
English Kingdom and highwayé, and imprigoned him in a
castle at Neuf-marche{ Such was Thomas the Chancellor in
times of peace; let us see how he acquigyed himself in the
military enterprises of the Kinge

In the siege of Toulouse, where help was given to
England from Normandy, Aquitaine, Anjou, Brittany, and Scot-
lend, Ehe Chancellor led his owh troop of soldiers consisting
of seven hundred soldiers chosen from his household. The
Inglish Hing's army was so strong, that if Thomas's advice
had been followed, they would have taken Toulouse and the
King of France who came with a very weak force to the aid of
the city at the request of his sister, Countess Constance.
But moved by vain superstition and respect for the counsel
of others, the English King hesitated to attack a c¢ity in
which the King of France, his feudal Lord75, was stayinge
But the Chancellor insisted that the King had forfeited the
rights of feudal Lord when he agreed to wage war against

England. Not long after, the French army relieved the city,

75 H enry II was not only King of Englandvbut as vassal of
the King of France held Normandy and Haine, Anjour and
Aquitaine under the King of France as his feudal lord.
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and the Kings of kngland and Scotland, unable to take the city,
withdrew; but not before they had captured the city of Cehors
and many castles in the wvicinity of Toulouse which belonged
to the Count of Toulouse or his vassals» or which the Count-
had once taken from the vassals of the English Kinge VWhen
the King returned home, no one was willing to remain behind
to retain  these strongholds except the*bhancellor with his
household and Henry of Zssex, constable and baron of the
Kinge Afterward, clad in breastplate and helmet he led his
brave little band against three very fortified castles which
were thought impregnable and took theme. He crossed the
Garomne above the enemies' position and after reducing that
whole province into submission to the King, he returned in
favor and honore

At a later daté,, when the Xing of Lngland was at war
with the King of France in the larches on the boundaries of
the territories belonging to each Kingdom, which was the
land belonging to Gisors, Trie and Courcelles, the Chancellor
hed, besides his own seven hundred knights, twelve hundred
hired knights, and four thousand soldiers for the space of
- forty dayse. Lvery day he gave to each kmight three
shillings in order %o procure hofses and squires, All
the knights partook of the Chancellor's table. He himself,

Cleric though he was, engaged the valiant French ¥night,
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Bngelramne de Trie, in single combat. They charged at each
other, with their horses at full speed. Thomas unhorsed the
imight and took his charger. Of the whole English army, the
knights of the Chancellor were always first, more daring and
i

distinguished by their achievements, responding fully to the
instruction, leadership and encouragement of their noble
chief. They used to sound the signal fqr advencing or re-
treating on slender trumpets peculiar to their group and whose
call became well knowvn to both armies. Hence it is; that al=-
though Thomas was the enemy of the King of France and had
even ravaged his country with fire and sword, he was still
held in the highest esteem by that sovereign and the whole
French nobility, captured no doubt by his outstanding honesty
and noble character, This favor the King later had an op-
portunity to shows. Indeed, virtue is praised even in an
enenye

At the death of Archbishop Theobald, the King decided
to promote his Chancellor to the archiepiscopate, wishing to
reverd his merits and confident that as he had obeyed his
Lord in everything as his Chancellor, Thomas would continue
to do so as Archbishop. After the King's wish was made known
to all the Clerics (the only thing which derogates from the
election) Thomas, Chencellor, Archdeacon of Canterbury, was
unanimously chosen as the Archbishop of Canterbury. Cnly one

man, Gilbert of Hereford, afterwards Bishop of London, dis-
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agreed. le was an ascetical man, wearing the habit of a monk,
avoiding wine and meat as far as possible. It was thought
that he disapproved of the election as illegal. But the report
was also widespread that he wished theiflection for himself.
Afterwards he said that the Iling had done very well in select-
ing a layman and knight as Archbishope.

In the year of grace 1162, on the getave of Pentecost,

on the feast of the Blessed Trinity, feast of the Church of

Canterbury, in the metropolitan Church before all his suf-

fragan Bishops, Thomas was declared free and absolved of all
r secular obligations and presented to the Church of Canter-
bury by Henry the son and heir of Henry II King of England
and by Richard de Luci and other Inglish nobles representing
the King who was abroad. Then he was ordained Archbishop

by the hand of Henry, the venerable Bishop of Winchester.
Pope Alexander III sent him the pallium through his Cleric
John of Salisbury. The pallium, which is a band worn over
the shoulders and breast, the Archbishop received devoutly,
barefootedvand on bended-knees. The pallium is a vestment
peculiar to an Archbishop., It has an important significance.
It stands for the golden plate which the Supreme Pontiff of
the 01ld Law carried on his forehead and which was inscribed

with the four-letter name of the Lord76. The two bands over

76 Compare Zxodus 3929
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the shoulders are the two Laws, manifesting the Passion of
Christ. The small thorns represent the nails which fixed
the Body of Christ to the Cross. In his ordination, the
new Archbishop, when anointed with theéyisible and invisible
unction of the mercy of God, ‘throws off the man of the world
and pubts on Jesus Christ. And so Thomas left the worldly
cares of the Chancellor to seek the thiggs of a good Arch-
bishope

Yes, the new Archbishop guarded his soul with all care,
His speech was serious unto the edification of his hearers;
his works were mercy and piety; his judgments were based on
Justice and equity. He tamed the flesh with a meager diet
and hair-shirt, very rough, extending to the kn ees and filled
with vermin; his usual drink was water in which herbs had
been boiled. Wine, however, he took in moderation and gave
some torhis guests and householde He ate a little of the
meat set before him; but bread was his principal foode But
all things are pure to the pure; the fault is not in the food
but in the appetite. He often exposed his bare back to the
discipline. Over his hair-shirt he wore the habit of a monk,
because he was also the Abbot of the monks of Canterbury.
Over that he had the canonical dress of an Archbishop in
order to conform with the usages of the Clerics. Day and
night he wore about his neck that sweet yoke of Christ, the

stole. His face was still the same to the multitude; but
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inside, things were very different. He imitated St. Sebastian
and 3t. Cecilia. Like the former, he lived the 1life of a
soldier of Christ hidden under his cloak of office; like the
latter, he subjected his flesh with a hair-shirt concealed
under rrecious garments. In eating and dress he studied to
be pious rather than merely seem so. In the time that he
spent at prayer, he endeavored to reconcile and somehow to
unite his own created spirit to the Foly Spirit the Creator.
Flaying the part of interpretor between God and man, he
recommended nman to God in his praycrs, and God to man in his
sermons. Ifuch given to holy readin:z, he found the Sacred
Tord his best teacher. Occasionally, after breekfast, he had
conferencss with his companions, listening to them and asking
them questions. He enjoyed to have relizious men and pilous
and learned Clerics as his guests. Like him, his chosen
household was devolted to the entertainment and veneration of
all good men. In alms=-giving he was munificent, sometimes
sending to hespitals and poor colleges four or five marks,
sometimes some bread and meat.

Althouzh Theobald, his vpredecessor of pious memory had

doubled the alms of his wredecessors, Thomas was moved by

3

relizious emulation to double those of Theobald. To kee
ur the vractice of this nious work, he consecrated the tenth
part of all he received for any title. ivery day in a secret

cell, he washed the feet of thirteen rnoor men, on bended
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knees in memory of Christ. After giving them a 800d mal,
he sent each of them off with four pieces of silver, 1y
perchance, althoug rafely, he could not performthiy office
in his own person, he was very careful to have it accomlish-
ed by a delegate. When in solitude he'ghed tears in amzing
abundance; and when he performec the Holy Sacrifiee‘ofthe
Altar he seemed to see in very presence;?he Passion of yr
Lord in the Flesh, Nost reverently WDuld he handle the
Divine Sacraments in order that the very‘handling of thim
would excite the faith and fervor of those who lookeg o

He fed vagrants and needy in his own home, Hany 1
clothed against the winter. At Canterbury he often regpteq
to the cloister, where he would sit as one of the monics,
absorbed in some useful book. Afterwards he would 20
visit the sick monks in order to hear and fulfill their
desires. He was a consoler. of the afflicted, & protecyr of
widows, a helper of orphans. Besides he was humble o the
meelk, but severe to the proud, Against the injustice exl
insolence of the powerful he was as a strongz tower erectd
against D&mascus77. No prayer, not even of the King, ng
letter had any influence with him unless it was acconparied

with justice.

77 Compare Canticle of Canticles 7.4
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ilore than ever was he now filled with chastity, who
long ago even as Chancellor had never exceded the bounds
of purity and uprightness. In some way he was another lioses,
often entering and leaving the tabernacle of God: éntering
at the time set aside for the contemplélion of God; going
out for some pious act towards the neighbor. Ke was aﬁother
Jacob who now married the fruitful Lia; now enjoyed the em-
braces of the beautilful Rachel78. Ile- was an angel of God,
who through the ladder reaching to heaven, now descended to
relieve the wants of man, now ascended to view the divine
majesty and supernal light; suspended above things earthly
and transitory, his eager eyes were turned teo Heaven. Heo
cultivated the virtues which make even the present life
happy and merit the eternal. In him reason was queen, who,
like a mistress over her handmaids, governed all the desires
and depraved emotions of the heart. And so under the guldance
of reason he made progress in virtue, which, loving itself,
spurns whatever is contrary to itself, ahd, arising from
itself, again returns to itself, and having embraced all
that belongs to its make-up, seeks nothing elsewhere., He
possessed four classes of virtue: Prudence, which made
him discreet in the knowledge of things, in the estimation

of persons, place, and time, in fleeing evil and choosing

good; Justice whereby he strove to leave to God and to man

78 Compare Genesis 29
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what belongs to them; Fortitude which, strengthening him
in adversity, protected him from weakmess in present evils
and from fear of future evils; Temperance, which, not permit-
ting him to do anything imméderately i%,times of prosperity,
checked him from all lust, all cupidity for temporal things
and would not allow him to seek after anything with undue
haste. This is the chariot of Aminadabi?, this is the first
Diatessarongo, this is the highest harmony on earth, Such is
that sweet and agreecable concord in man and among men which
even fills the ears of God and moves man towards that happiness
of life, which, after all evil has been excluded, is the
accumulated combination of all good things.

I'ade happy by this happiness of life, Archbishop Thomas
ever sought to do everything splendidly, gravely, honestly;
to refer everything to bthe judgment of wisdom; %o control
himself; to stand by the judgments of wisdom not that of the
people; not to fear the snares of fortune; to conduct himself
as sheltered, fortified and impregnable in all adversities;
to believe himself born not for himself but for all those

who needed his help, especially his Church which he had un-

79 Compare Canticle of Canticles 6,11
80 "From four" (Greek). A harmony of four things; here
of the cardinal virtues.
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dertaken to rule; to contemplate divine things on earth,
to imitate Christ Who was born and sent to sufferBl, to
love Him and observe His commandments unto the salvation of
himself and those committed to his chag§e. Hence it hap-
pened that Thomas won grace before God, solid and manifest
glory before men, all good men consenting in his praise,
This voice of those who judged well of kgm was not false;
it resounded correctly from virtue, as the echo resounds
to the voice, as the image is the true ricture of the
reality. And because glory is the companion of those who
live well, so, while on the one hand it must be sought by
good men, neither must it be despised on the other, but
attributed to Gode Hence the Apostle says, "For though

I should have a mind to glory, I shall not be foolish; for

82". Thomas nevertheless feared this

I will say the truth
glory and spurned it, lest pride should take hold of him,
mindful that it is written, "No mafter how just you are,
still never be secureBS". There is & certain other false
and vain glory which proud, vain, rich and hypocritical
men seek: a certain shadowy image of glory in which there

is no solidity of virtue worthy of praise., It is a certain

similitude to true glory evident indeed in appearance but

81 Compare John 18.37
82 2 Corinthians 126
83 Compare 1 Corinthians 10,12




not existing in fact. And just as good men fear the glory
of true praise, so bad men and the Thrasones84 seek this
false glory; or if they should do something good, by seek-
ing praise or reward therefrom, they lo®e by the very fact
both the name and merit of virtue.

The glorious Archbishop Thomas had no sconer left the
world against the hope of the King ahd gil men thaﬁ he sud-
denly was transformed by a change which is of the right hand
of the MMost High; so that all men édmired him.

The ancient enemey was Jealous of such a strong pillar85
in the Church of the Lord, of such a light burning upon the
candelabrum of God86. An enemy sowed cockle87- First he
removed the King's kindness from Thomas, as if the King
should consider it unworthy that he whom he had made first
Chancellor, then Archbishop should now withdraw himself
even from obedience to his King and should contradict him
in many things. Friends of the King, seeking to please him

ans his itching ears, brought detractions against the Arch-

bishop and freely showed their hatred for him.

84 Thraso was a braggart soldier in Terence's Eunuch; the
name 1s applied to braggarts in general.

85 Compare Jeremias 1.8

86 Leviticus 24.4; Numbers 8.,2; Matthew 5.15; Mark 4,21.

87 Compare Matthew 13.25
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Besides, certain courtiers and Clerics of the King,
rather fearing to be deprived by the Jjustice of the Arch-
bishop of some of their Churches which they had wrongly
acquired than to be incardinated in oth3rs or rromoted to
grgater benefits during his life, endeavored botﬁ by them-
selves and through some Bishops to excite and arocuse the
King and his nobles against the Archbisg;p. There was
nothing which he could do or say which was not perverted by
the malice of wicked men. So much so, that they even per-
suaded the King that if the Archbishop's power continued, the
royal dignity would surely perish and unless he provided for
himself and his heirs, he at last would become king, whom
the Clergywould choose and would reign as long as it pleased
the Archbishop to have him reign. Indeed, light is painful
to those who suffer with blearedness or inflammation of the
eyes; and our just man was hard to see for the unjust, be-
cause his works were contrary te theirs. He sought to please
God alone and no man except in God; while they laid their
plots for the ears of an earthly king. The friend of God
is the enemy of the world. The wicked persecute the good.

This was the first cause of the persecution of the
Archbishop. In this dissension many Bishops came to the side
of the King and nobles, in the fear of losing their land and

property which they had. The Archbishop was deprived of




«
their counsel and help. It angered the King and the nobles
of the Kingdom still more when the Archbishop tried to re-
cover from Roger Earl of Clare, the castle of Tunbridge and
all its honor which had formerly been .glienated from the
Church of Canterbury. The grounds for this step were that
according. to the decrees, his predecessors aﬁd the managsrs
coﬁld improve or increase Church landsflnﬂ:could not lessen
or alienate. Almost all the nobles of Ehgland were related
by blood to this Earl of Clare. He also had a sister who
was the most beautiful woman in the Kingdom and whom the
King had sought for himself at one iime. And yet the Arch-
bishop had previously asked and obtained from the King per-
mission to claim the property of the Church of Canterbury
which had been wrongly alienated by his predeceésors or oc-
cupied by laymen. In the same way, the Archbiéhop had givén
the Church of Eynesford to a certain layman named Lawrence.

It was the Archbishop's privilege to give vacant Churches

of villages belonging to his barons or the monks of Canterbury.

The Lord of the village, William of Eynesford, claiming

his right, expelled Lawrence's men; whereupon the Arch-
bishop excommunicated him. The King, appealed to, wrote to
the Archbishop, asking him to absolve him. Thomas answered
that it was not in the power of the King to decide who should

be absolved or excommunicated. The King insisted that his
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royal dignity demanded that none of his subjects be excom-
municated without his being consulted. Finally, to appease
the King who was now offended at him and would communicate
with him only through messengers, the Aychbishop absol%ed
Williame. The King who was at Windsor, said, "Now he no
longer has our favor,.,"

Besides, a long time before, during the time of Arch-
bishop Theobald, the King had taken offence against the
Fnglish Clergy in general, provoked by the insolence of
some of them. Once when he was at York, a certain burgess
of his from Scarborough came to him with the ;omplaint that
a certain dean had teken from him twenty shillings, and was
prosecuting his wife on the least charges, considering her
guilty of adultery without any other accuser. Against this
custom the King issued a law of prohibition. At the com~

mand of the King, this dean was removed and summoned to a
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meeting before the King in the presence of his own Archbishop,

the Bishops of Lincoln and Durham, and John treasurer of
York, later Bishop of Poitiers, where he answered learnedly
that the woman had been accused by a certain Deacon and
another layman. Although at first he denied that any money
had been given him, when put to the torture, that he might

be more amenable, he confessed that the burgess had given

twenty shillings to his Archdeacon and two to himself. Since
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that dean could not prove those things before the King by the
agreement of the witnesses there present, the King ordered
him to trial, saying that the Archdeacons and deans exacted
more money in this way in a year from E?e people of the King-
dom than he himself received, Finally John the treasurer
said that it seemed to him that the money should be returned
to the burgess and the dean left to thegmercy of his Arch-
bishop as belonging to his office. To this Richard de Luci
said: "7ill you mot try him by our Lord the King against
whose law this man offended?" "No," says John, "because
he is a Cleric." Richard answered, "I will not have part in
this sentence," and leaving them he rejoined the King and the
other lords. ¥hen the Cleric was sentenced by a judgment
passed by this seme John, the King indignantly summoned
Archbishop Theobald to appear on a certain day and told
the city that the sentence was false. But a day later when
the news came that his brother, Gaufridus, had died, he
crossed the channel and did not continue his protest88.

Likewise there were itinerant Jjustices of the King
at Dunstable, where an altercation arose between Simon Fitz-
peter and a certain Canon of Bedford, Philip of Broise

Later Simon complained to the King that Philip had insulted

88 July 27, 1158.




him with vile language in his own court and before a large
audience. He was called to account by the King and before
the Archbishop concerning this charge; and not being able
to deny the fact, answered that he had Peen provoked to in-
sult by the heat of anger and not by the judgment of reason.
To appease the King, the Cleric decreed that Fhilip should
be deprived of the revenue of his deane;& and suffer exile
for a year. It was done so; still the King was not satis-
fied,

The first difference between the Xing and St. Thomas
oceurred in behalf of a certain Cleric of Worcestershire who
was said to have violated the daughter of an upright man
and murdered her father for the sake of the girl, The King
wished to examine and try this Cleric in the secular court.
The Archbishop resisted and had his Bishop keep the Cleric
in custody lest he should be handed over ‘o the King's
Justices., Ancther cause of difference was in behalf of a
Cleric who had stolen a silver chalice from one of the Arch-
bishop's own Churches in London, called the Church of St.
Mary in Cheap. When the Cleric was arrested, the King wished
tc have him tried by the secular court. The Archbishop, ac-
cording to the judgment of the Church, degraded him, and to

calm the Xing, had him branded.
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Accordingly, the King, having previously taken offence
against the clergy in general, and now entertaining personal
animosity against Thomas the Archbishop which, fed by the
instigation and Jealousy of enemies, grgy from day to day,
decided to make an investigation of his royal dignities.

A General Council was called and met at Clarendonsg. The
King proposed and set down the dignitiesgand customs which

he said, since they were ancestral, should exist in the
English Kingdom. Robert the Archdegcon of Oxford who later
was to be Bishop of Hereford and Jordan Archdeacon of Chi=-
chester, domestic Clerics of the Archbishop, and a few
others, knowing that the anger which the King had long felt
for him was growing from day to day, received permission
from the Archbishop to leave. From the very moment that

he had conceived bitter emmity towards the Archbishop, the
King took care to remove from him two virtuous and upright
Cleries who had been brought up from.youtH by the Archbishop
himself. One of them was the Treasurer of York; the other a
Canon of Salisbury. The name of both was John. He took this
step lest they should become waluable to the Archbishop by
their advice and help. The one he ordered chosen and ordained
Bishop of Poitiers; the other he ordered in exile. It was

thought that he brought Gilbert, the Bishop of Hereford,

89 January 1164.




closer to himself by obtaining from the Pope his transfer
to London in order to employ his counsel against the Arch-
bishope

Yany chapters of those customs werd concerned with the
suppression of ecclesiastical liberty, and the absolute
oppression of the Clergy:

That a Cleric accused of theft or #épine or some such
crime must firs£ be tried in the King's court.

Likewise, that no earl or baron, or official of the
King, should be excommunicated for any crime without first
consulting the King.

That no appeals can be made to the Pope, unless there is
first a trial in ecclesiastical courts, before the dean,
Archdeacon, Bishop, Archbishop in turn and finally in the
court of the Kinge.

That no Bishop or other Cleric should go to the Fope
when called by him or appealing ‘o him except with the
permission of the Kinge

That all controversies concerning infidelity to oaths
should be tried in Church court; but only in matters concerned
with the spread of the faith, marriages, dowry or similar
questions which it becomes only the Church to handle. But
cases of oaths concerned with other things as debts and

other things of the same nature, the King decided should be
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tried in the secular court.

And that Bishops must be present at all the secular
trials of the King, except in cases of blood.

Other things of the same nature were set down which
openly inveighed against the sacred COn:%itutions of Canon
Law, But those constitutions had never been written nor
even existed in the English Kingdom. A@f even if they had
been, instead of insisting.more on théir antiguity and use
than on their right, in 1aying down such statutes, the
King should have listened to what the Lord says: "Guard

90u, Also, "Woe to those who make unjust laws®1n,

my laws
And furthermore, it is not known that the Lord said: "I
am custom"; but He said: "I am the truth?®"s  And Dbesides,
the authority of custom and long use is not so great, as a
pagan Qmperorg3 said, as to supercede reason or law. In
fact, as soon as equity and justice become manifest, use
must give way to reason, as the holy Fathers have written
in their decrees; against their reason and ecclesiastical

liberty, therefore, a Christian King has decreed and written

laws. But Archbishop Thomas, "the man upright in life

90 Compare Proverbs 7.2

91 Compare Luke 1l.46

92 John 14,6

93 Gratian, Decrees 1.8.3-9
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and free from guilt®%,™ could be attacked on no other grounds.
The most exquisite deceit and malign art had put him in that
position, so that if he affirmed these customs he would fall
into the hands of God; if he rejected them he would fall into
the hands of the King and condemned and®killed as a disturber
of the royal majesty and an enemy to the crown. It was

said that this plot had been devised by Roger, Archbishop

of York, Hilary, Bishop of Chichester, é&lbert, Bishop of
london, and Jocelin, Bishop of Salisbury. For they were later
severely rebuked by the Pope concerning this matter, and re-
gained the esteem of men by taking an oathe Hilary however
died before taking the oath.

And so the King sought the consent of the clergy to
those laws. Finally a crucial argument was presented to'the
Archbishop and the dissenting Bishops when the agents of the
King told them that if he contradicted those decrees it was
as if he wished to remove the erown from the King. The
Archbishop long resisted, long contradicted the Bishops
who coaxed him to agrees At last the final messengers of the
King came, telling secretly what the future would hold if
he did not agree. Irom fear'of death and to satisfy the
King, Thomas gave his consent for a time, ﬁith the stipula~

tion, in the word of truth, and with his seal, He and the

94 Horace, Odes l.22,1




Arcohbishop of York and all the Bishops promised to observe
those statutes for the sake of the King, legitimately,
without deceit and in good faith., Then the King transmitted
these laws to the Pope for confirmationé but the Pope, after
reading and understanding them, rejected, fcared and condemned
them.,

The Archbishop, the elect of God, yose stronger after his
fall, resumed his old courage, did penance, began to afflict
himself very severely with austere food and clothes and with-
drew from the Service of the Altar until by Confession and
"worthy fruits of penance?®", he merited to be absolved by
the Romen Fontiff., His penance was sincere, because he pre-
pared to revoke and correct his error as far as he could,

But his co-Bishops either did not wish to recall what they
had said; or did not dare to do so from fear of the King
which had taken hold of theme. Hearing that the King was at
Woodstock at his home, surrounded by & court enclosed with a
stone wall, the Archbishop journeyed thither to speak with
him. But he was turmed from the door and returned to Canter-
bury. Then the Archbishop repaired to Romney, one of his
villages by the sea, intending to leave so as to avert the

anger of the King for a time., He twice tried to cross; but

95 Matthew 3.8
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either there was no wind or it was unfavorsble, When the
King heard this he was. more angry than ever,
Then the King called another General Council, designating

1y
-y

the clace as HNorthampton and the day as Tuesday, the octave
of St. HichaelgG. The day appointed for the Council came.
On that very day we came %o Northampton;- The Archbishop did
not see the King that day because he was out hawking sbout
rivers and streams and did not return home till late. The
next morning, having said Mass and his Office, the Archbishop
went to the court in the palace of the King. Admitted

into an antechamber, he sat down awaiting the Xing, who was
then hearing lass. When the King came he rose reverently to
receive him and showed a firm and quiet countenance, ready
to receive modestly the usual Znglish custom of a kiss if the
King should offer it. But the King did not offer it.

The first matter which the Archbishop took up for dis-
cussion was the ffair of William de Curci who had seized one
of his hostelries; and he asked that the King order him out.
The King did so. Then he said that he had come to make enswer

to fthe summons of the King as in the case of John the Marshal.

John sought some land from the Archbishop, a part of the

96 October 6, 1164
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archiepiscopal manor of Pagham. Certain days were desig-
nated for the trial of his case, after which he came to the
Archbishop's court with a brief from the King97. There he
gained nothing, since he had no right. But as the law then
stood, he finally attested a defect inﬁfhe Archbishop's courtd;
but he did so on a tropary extracted from under his cloak
in spite of the remonstrances of the justices of the Arch-
bishop's court saying that he should no; use any book for
that. Returning to the King, he obtained letters of cita-
tion against the Archbishop, calling him to answer in the
King's court. The trial was set for the day of the Exal-
tation of the Cross98. But the Archbishop did not come on
that day; instead he sent four knights with letters from
himself and the sheriff of Kent testifying to the injury of
John and his invalid claim. 7hat was the result? The King
was indignant that the Archbishop, ﬁhen calléd by him, had
not come in person to answer the charge. He treated his mes=-
sengers with unkindness, heaping upon them his anger and
threats as if they had brought a false, null and worthless
excuse to court against the citation of the King. Finally
he let them go but with reluctance, even though they fur-

nished bail. And so at the instance of this same John,

97 Here Fitzstephen interrupts his narrative to give the facts
of the case of John the Marshal.
98 September 14.
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another day was set (the first day of the Council) for set-
tling that same case, letters being sent to the sheriff of
Kent, ordering the citation of the Archbishop. Not only then
but long before he had refused to write to him because he did
not Wént to greet him. Nor did the Archbishop receive any
other citation to the Council, solemn and before any other
summons, through letters directed to himkelf as was the
ancient custom. The Archbishop, I repeatgg, said that he came
by the command of the King for the case of John. The King
answered that John was employed in his service at London but
would come soon and then he would look into their case. But
that J&hn was with other treasurers and collectors of revenue
and public debts of London seated at a square bogrd which
is commonly called Chess from the two-colored stones used.
But the board of the King is covered with coins of a white
color; here also the wishes of the King's crown must be ful-
filled., Nothing further on that day was transacted between
the King and the Archbishop. But the King told him to go to
his hostelry and return the next day for his trial. The
Archbishop returned.

On the second day, at a meeting of all the Bishops, ex-
cept the Bishop of Rochester who had not yet come and another

one, all the earls and barons of England and many from Nor-

99 Here the narrative is resumeds




mandy, the Archbishop was accused of Lése-majesté to the
crown of the King, because, as was said above, he had neither
come nor suitably excused himself when summoned by the King
for the case of John. 1In defense the Apchbishop brought

up John's injury, mentioned above, and the contention that
the case was proper to his jurisdiction and to the integrity
of his court; but to no avail, The King#demanded a sentence.
¥o reasons of the Archbishop's mét with apprbval. It

seemed to all that from the reverence due to the royal
majesty, from the obligation of homage which the Archbishop
had contrscted towards his King, and from the fidelity and
observance of earthly honor which he had sworn, the Arch-
bishop had not sufficiently defended or excused himself,
Because when surmoned by the King, he neither came nor al-
leged through his messengers any infirmity of the body, or
necessary business of his ecclésiastical office which could
not be differed. And they said that he must be condemned to
a pecuniary penalty which was the confiscation of all his
movable goods to the mercy of the King. There was disagree-
ment between the Bishops and nobles with regard to passing
the sentence, each party shoved the task on the other; each
one excused himself. The barons said, "You bishops ought

to pronounce sentence; this does not pertain to us; we are

laymen, you are ecclesiastics as he is, his fellow priests,
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his fellow Bishops." To this, the Bishops, "Nay, this be-
longs to your office, not ours; for this is not an eccles-
iastical but a secular sentence. e sit here not as Bishops
but as barons., e as barons and you barons are equal here.
e

In vain do you insist on the argument of our order; because
if you consider the ordinastion in us, you must likewise con-
sider it in him. But from the very factythat we are Bishops,
we cannot judge our Archbishop and superior." Hearing all
this controversy about passing sentence, the King became
angry and ended all argument by ordering the Bishop of Win-
chester to pronounce sentence, a function which he unwillingly
performed. The Archbishop, however, because it is not gqod
to contradict the sentence or decision of the court of the
King of England, endured the penalty at the advice of the
Bishops. As it were in concession to the sentence, as is the
custom, solemn bail was placed in the hands of the King to
pacify and honor hime All the Bishops stood surety except
Gilbert of London, who refused to stand bail when asked ==
a fact which caused a sensation.

later, on the same day, the Archbishop was called to
account with respect to three hundred pounds he received from
the Castelry of Eye and Berkhampstead. The Archbishop, first

declining a trial, since he had not been summoned to render




an account of that money, said that he had spent that money
and much more for the repairs of the Tower of London eand the
two castles mentioned ebove, as could be seen. The King did
not wish to be the author of that which had been done through
Thomas. He demanded judgment. The Archbishop, for the sake
of the King,agreed to return this money, because he was
absolutely unwilling that money, no mag%er how much, should
be the cause of anger between them. Accordingly, he offered
separate laymen as bail, the Earl of Gloucester, William of
Zynesford and third man, all his own men. This closing the
day, they departed.

On the third day, on a formal claim of restitution of a
certain sum of money, the Archbishop was summoned by inter-
mediaries to answer for five hundred marks which he had bor-
rowed in the war against Toulouse, and also for another five
hundred marks for which the King had stood surety for him in a
loan from a certain Jew., He was also called to a suit in-
volving his management of all the revenue of the vacant arch-
bishopric and other bishoprics and abbacies which were vacant
at the time when he was Chancellor. Of all these he was or-
dered to give an account to the Kinge The Archbishop answered’
that he had come without being prepared or summoned for such
an-account. But if it was necessary that he render such an

answer, he would render to his Lord the King what was his




right in due time and place. In this matter the King ex-
acted precautionary bail from him. The Archbishop said that
he had to have the counsel of his suffragans and Clerics in
this matter. The King gave in. Thomas®departed, and from
that day forth, the barons and otherlknights, knowing the
mind of the King, did not come to his castle. |

On the fourth day, ecclesiastical ggrsons of all ranks
ceme to the Archbishop's‘caStle. He held discussions about
these metters and heard their counsel, first with the Bishops
separately then with the Abbots separately. Accordiné to the
counsel of’Henry the Bishop of Winchester; whoe had ordained
Thomas, and who promised strong help in this trouble, the
éttempt was made to soften the King with money. He offered
him two thﬁusand marks. The King refused. Some of the clergy
advised the Archbishop to safeguafd the Church of God
according to the obligation of the Office he had assumed,
defend his person and dignity, and honor the King in every-
thing thet did not impair reverence to God and ecclesiastical
honor; that there was nothing from the opposition which he
had to fear, since no crime, no immorality could be alleged
against him. He had been presented to the Church of Canter-
bury free of the Chancery and all secular claims of the
King; comnsidering that even any vacant abbey will not receive

a stranger monk as Abbot unless he has first been discharged
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free of all obedience to his Abbot. Others, secretly inclined
to favor the King, entertained a far different opinion, say-
ing, "The Lord the King was disturbed by anger ageinst him.
From certain signs we interpret the ming of the King to be
this, that our Lord the Archbishop after resigning the arch-
bishopric and everything throw himself entirely on the mercy
of the King." Also among them was Hila#y of Chichester,
inclined to favor the King; he said to Thomas: "Would that

you could remain Thomas and not be Archbishop.” He also spoke
other things concerning him, "Every plant which the Father of
heaven hath not planted shali be uprootedloo"; as if to sey
that the declared will of the King hed preceded his electiom.

Later the Archbishop-in exile said to someone concerning him,

"And he held the place of the traitor Judas among his brethren.”

Later, before the recall and peace of the Archbishop, he
died as if struck by Gode This man from Chichester con-
tinued, speaking for himself and somé of his accomplices,
"From your life with and friendship to the King as
Chancellor you kmow him better than we, It is very clear

to you which will accomplish more: resisting or submitting.
In the Chancery you served him honestly and creditably, both

in peace and in war; you found praise, though not without

100 M¥atthew 15,13
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envy. Those who envied you then, now enflame the King against
youe Tho caﬁ stand bail for you in such a large reckoning,
in such an uncertain amount of money? It is said that the
King has said that no longer will he th® King and you the
Archbishop be together in kngland. It is safer to leave
everything to his mercy; unless perhaps (which God forbid)
calling youlas his Chancellor and‘tre&sd}er to give an account
of his revenues, he should retain you as guilty of extortion
and with no one to offer bail, or should lay hands on you.
From which the Church of England would feel sofroﬁ‘and the
countenance of the Kingdom would blush with shame." Someone
said, "Far be it that he provide thus for himself and the
safety of his body and dishonor the Church of Centerbury which
chose him for herself, WNone of his predecessors did that and
still they suffered persecutions in their day. Besides he
might be able to relinquish for a time into the hands of our
Iord the King the benefices from the archbishopric, manors
and the like; but his Office never." And so the consultants
were drawn into various opinions; one this way; another that
way.
The fifth day, which was also Sunday, was given entirely
to taking counsel., There was hardly any time for refection.
The Archbishop did not leave his hostelry.

On the sixth day, a weakness suddenly struck him and




prevented him from going to court. In fact he trembled

with cold and pain in the kidneys. It was necessary to heat
pillows snd apply them one after another to hié side, TWhen
the King heard this, he sent all his ear:ls, and many barons

-y

to ask the result of his counsel and to propose whether he
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was willing to offer bail as surety for his intention of render-

ing an account of his receipts from vacaat Churches during
the time he was Chancellor and to stand trial for them. The
Archbishop answered through his Bishops that if his sidkness
of body permitted him to go to court on the next day, he |
would do what was necessary.

The next morning, he celebrated the Mass Etenim sederunt

principes at the altar of St. Stephen the Pro-bomartyrlOl.

The King's informers, spying on him, immediately reported to
the King the chant of that Mass, wickedly concluding that the
Archbishop, as if he were another Stephen FProtomartyr, cele-
brated that Mass for himself against the King and those who

persecuted him unjustlye.

Afterwards he went to court. To Alexander his crossbearer

who preceded him on the way, he said, "I should have done
better, if I had come in my vestments." For he had
proposed to come bare-foot, in his vestments and carrying

his cross, and thus enter before the King to supplicate him

101 October 13
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for peace to the Church. But his Cleries dissuaded him

from this intention, neither did they think that he should
carry his cross. After he had descended from his horse and
was about to enter the hall of éhe casgie, he took in his
hands the cross which Alexander Llewellyn had carried on the
ways There at the door of the hall'stogﬁ the Bishop mentioned
above, Gilbert of London. Hugh de Nunant, a certain Arch-
deacon of Lisieux, who had come with the Archbishop and be-
longed to his household, said to Bishop Gilbert: "My Lord
Bishop of London, why do you let him carry his cfoss?“ The
Bishop answered, "My good man, he always was a fool, and
always will be." As the Archbishop ceme everyone gave waye
He entered the council-chamber and sat in his usual place,
the Bishops being next to him, thé Bishop of London closest
of all, Those present were struck with amazement, and all
looked at him. The Bishop of London persuaded him to give
his cross to one of his Clerics, saying that he looked as if
he were ready to disturb the whole Kingdom. "You hold your
cross in your hands," said the Bishop of London, "what if the
King should take up his sword, behold a splendid King, behold
a splendid Archbishopl" The Archbishop answered, "If it were
possible, I should always carry it in my own hands; but now

I know what I am doing. Would indeed that I would preserve
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the peace of God for my person and the Church of England.

You say what you please; if you were in my place you would
feel otherwise. But if our Lord,the King, as you say, would
now take up his sword that indeed woulg’not be g sign of
peace." Ferhaps the Archbishop was thinking of his straitened
cireumstances at Clarendon when the mesgengers of the King
came to him in tears.

All the Bishops were called to the Xing and remained
within a long time. With them was Roger the Archbishop of
York, who came last to court in order that his entry might
be more conspicuous and he would not seem to be privy to the
King's counsel, He carried his cross before him though out-~
'side of his territory, as if

"pilum threatened pilum;oz"‘

The Pope by letter had even prohibited him to allow his standard
bearer carry his cross in the province of Canterbury. But he
acted in wvirtue of an appeal he had made agéinst the
prohibition, ciaiming that the prohibition had come from a

false suggestion of the Lord of Canterbﬁry. And no wonder,

if pain and lamentations and sorrow of heart obsessed the
Archbishop; for he had heard that on that day either he

would be seized through some sentence or if that danger

102 ILucen 1.7
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would pass by, by the plotting of wicked men against him,
would be attacked and killed apparently without the knowledge

of the King. In the meantime, Herbert-C° his teacher in

< .
Holy Scripture, spoke silently and secretly to the Archbishop,
"Lord, if perchance they lay impious hands on you, have the
form of excommunication ready against t%fm; that neverthe-

less the spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord 0%".

William Fiﬁzstephen who sat at the feet of the Archbishop,
said to Herbert, speaking in a somewhat louder tone, so that
the Archbishop might hear, "Far be it froﬁ him; not so did
the holy Apostles and sublime martyrs of God when¢they were
capbured and assaulted. Rather, if this happens, let him
pray for them and forgive them and possess his soul in pa-
tiencelos' For if it should happen that he suffer for the
cause of jgstice and ecclesiastical liberty, with the help
of God, his soul will be in peace, memory and benediction.
If he should pronounce sentence ageinst them, it would seem

to all that out of anger and impatience he had done what he

“could to avenge himself., And no doubt would act against

103 This is Herbert of Bosham also Clerilc end biographer of
5t. Thomase

104 1 Corinthians 5.5

105 Compare Luke 21.19




the decrees; as St. Gregory wrote to Archbishop Januarius:
'You show that you do not think of heavenly things, but
prove that you have an earthly conversation, when you hurl
the malediction of anathemas, which is forbidden by the
sacred rules, in revenge for a persogalﬁ&njurylosv“, Johﬁ
Flaneta, when he heard this, tried hard to keep back the
flowing tears. And likewise, Ralph de piceto, Archdeacon

of the Church of London wept very much there on that day.
Hearing these things, the Archbishop pondered them in his
neart107, After a little while, the same William Fitzstephen
wished to speak to the Archbishop, but was forbidden‘by a
marshal of the king who standing by with a rod prevented him,
saying that no one should speak to him. On which, after an
interval, lookigg up to the Archbishop, he made signs to him
with his eyes and lips indicating that he should look at the

example of his cross, and the image of the Crucified which

it carried and that he should occupy himself in prayer.
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The Archbishop understood well this sign and did so, "strengthen=

ed in the Lord %", Many years later, when the Archbishop

was an exile in France, he met this same William at St.

109

Benedict's on the lLoire who was on his way to the

106 Gregory, Epistles 2.49; Gratian, Decrees 2.23.4.27
107 Compare Iuke 219

108 Ephesians 6.10

109 Fleury




Pope, and recalled this incident among other remembrances
of his trials.

But, O Christian King, what do you think? By reason of
baronies and possessions, will the son #udge his father in
seéular court, the subject his Archbishop, the sheep his
pastor; and when the least Cleric and guilty is not bound
to answer in secular court? You say no,*but the King judges
the baron. To which I say: It is a greater thing in you to
be a Christian, to be a sheep of God, to be the son of adoption
of God than to be a King. And in him it is a greater thing
to be Archbishop, to be Vicaf of Jesus Christ, than to be
your baron. Consider the order. His possession is less
than his order, but the greater judges the lesser, the
more worthy the less worthy. Therefore his order ought to be
stronger énd more efficaecious to exempt him from.youf court
than your barony and possession to retain him there subject
to punishment. And if you consider this same possession of
his & little further, you find it is not his but the Church's.
It was secular; but given to God it has become ecclesiastical.
Its seculérity has been absorbed in it by title of diviné
right. Whence not by reason of his possession is the
Archbishop held liable to punishment by a secular court.
Accordingly neither by reason of his person, nor by reason

of the thing which he possesses, must he be judged by the
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court. The Archbishop must be reserved to the judgment of
the Fope alone; the Pope to that of God alone. If you had
anything against him which could not be settled in concord
and charity, you should have -left him {p the Fope. Called
to account by him, he would answer there through the medium
of our Bishops and Cleries; or you should have asked that

legates with full judiciary power be se#t a laterel:

0 from
the Pope into your Kingdom. The Bishop of Hereford, Master
- Robert of Melun, who for more than forty years had taught‘
dialecties and Holy Scripture at Paris, one day at a certain
meeting of some Bishops and many Clerics, proposed the SadA
question: "If it should happen,™ he said, “(which God
forbid), that our Lord the Archbishop should be killed in
this'cause for the liberty of the Church, would we ever con-
sider him a martyr? To be a martyr is to die for faith, our
mother."  To which someone made reply, "Undoubtedly if it
should so hafpen, (which God forbid), it would have to be
said that he most gloriously obtained the crown of martyr-

dom. Faith is not the only reason for martyrdom; but there

are many reasons, truth, the liberty of the Church, love of

110 a latere (from the side). A legate a latere is a Cardinal
'sent by the Pope as his personal representative in im-
portant and confidential matters of Church and State.
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country or neighbor, ény one is a sufficient cause, provided
God is included in the reason. St. John the Baptist did not
treat of the articles of faith with Hérod and Herodias but
he died for truth, because he said: 'It is not permitted
for you to have the wife of your brotherlll'. Likewise this
man said, 'It is not permitted to you, 0 Xing, to oppress
the Church with this servitude, so that ecclesiastical men,
the ordained of God, he held liable to your constitutions which
are contrary to the Canons.!' Likewise, seven brothers, with
their mother looking on and encouraging them to persevere
menfully, suffered diverse kinds of martyrdom, because they
did not wish to break the command of God and the observances
of their fathers concerning the eating of swine's fleshllz.

St. Lanfranc Archbishop alsc consulted St. Anselm, then

113 \hether he was to be held as

Abbot, concerning St. Alphege
a martyr; proposing that he had been killed by foreign enemies,
who had sailed to England, for this reason that he refused to
give the gold which they had demanded from the people of the

Church of Canterbury. St. Anselm answered: 'In this must

111 Compare Matthew 14.4

112 2 Machabees 7

113 St. Alphege, Alphage or Elphege (954-1012) was Archbishop
of Canterbury. In September 101l the Danes smcked Canter-
bury and took him prisomer. Refusing to give a ransom
for his freedom, he was put to death.
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he be considered great, that he did not prefer to defend ;r
prolong his life to allowing his sons and neighbors be troubled
with the payment of the money which the enemies had imposed.
Indeed he died for the liberty and welfgre of his neighbor.
"Greater love than this no man hath, that a man lay down his
life for his friendsi1®", And the title of innocence, where
no struggle preceded, makes a marﬁyr.' #ihence. even Abel is
said to the first one crowned with martyrdomlls,- And indeed
this was the sane opinion of the pagans:

Meesethe bitter fates and the crime of

a brother's murder drive the Romans,

ever since the blood of guiltless Remus

flowed to the ground to be a curse

to posterityllg".

0 Good Godd  How many Clerics and knights who were
preseﬁt, proncunced true and fine opinions concerning the
contempt of the world, when the Archbishop sat there alone
holding his cross, and all his suffragan Bishops and the
earls and barons had been called to the King and were
separated from him. Someone said, "0 deceitful worldl Its
surface, like the tranguil sea, may sometimes be serene but

within it holds hidden storms." Another said, "In every-

114 John 15.13
115 Genesis 4
116 Horace, Epodes 7.17-20
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thing there is changell7". The love of God is not a feud.

0 honors of t he world!{ In which even whgt may be hoped for
must be feared,"

The Bishops conferring within with the King, told him '
among other things that on the very day when they came to the
Archbishop, they were accused by him of bad treatment, namely
that lately they with the nobles had tr;:ted him with a very
hostile attitude, and had judged him more severély than was
just end in an unheard of manner; that for one absence, which
they called contempt of court but which should not be consider-
ed contumacy, they should not have condemmed him to the
mercy of the King for the pecuniary penalty of all his movable
goods. For in this way the Church of Canterbury could be
destroyed, if the ummerciful King should harden himself against
him and even to the Bishops and barons themselves such a
judgment in such a case could be deceptive. But that it had
been decided to levy a sum of money on each county for the
pecuniary penelty to be paid according to the mercy of the
King. On London a hundred shillings were levied. In Kent,
which being closer to the sea, had to keep the pirates from

shore and struck the first blow in wars against foreign

117 Terence, Eunuch 45
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enemies, there was given greater liberty according to the
greater burden it had to carry. And there forty shilliﬁgs
were levied in this way. And each one having domicile and

| home in Kent, should be judged and taxed at least according
to the law of Kent. The Bishops also said that still on
that day, within ten days after the passing of the sentence,
he had appealed to the Pope against theﬂt and forbade them
by the authority of the Pope to judge him in the future for a
secular complaint which arose from the time before he was
Archbishope.

The angry King sent to him his counts end barons to ask
him if he confessed himself the author of this prohibition
and appeal; especially since he was his liege servant and
bpund both hy'a common oath and by the stipulation, in the
word of truth, made at Clarendon, to observe his dignities
in good faith, without evil deceit and legifimately. Among,
which dignities was this one, that Bishops be present at
all judgments except those of blood. Also to ask of him
whether he wished to avoid giving an account of the revenues
of the chancery by furnishing bail and to stand according to
the sentence of the court in this matter. To which the Arch-
bishop, having looked at the image of the Crucified,-strengthen;
ing his mind and countenance, and remaining seated the

while, thus to keep his dignity of Archbishop bright and
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equal, and not to falter in one word, held a discourse in
this wise. -

"My brethren, the Counts and Barons of my Lord the King,
I am bound indeed to my Lord the King ;§ liege, by homage,
by fealty and by oath; But the oath of a priest ever has
justice and equity for companions. I am‘bound unto the honor
and fealty of my Lord the King, to render him servitude in
all things for God's sake, saving obedience to God and ec-
clesiastical dignity and the archiepiscopal honor of my
person, declining trial, as one who has a summons neither to
expose an account nor for any chuse except the cause of Johnm,
neither am I here held liable to the making of any otherr es-
ponse in cause nor to the hearing.of any sentence. I con-
fess and recall that I have received very many administra-
tions and dignities from my Lord the King; in which I have
faithfully served him, this side of the sea and beyond; and
having spent my proper revenues in his service, a‘thing of
which I rejoice, I have even obliged myself to my creditors
by very many debts. But when elecfed Archbishop, I had to
be consecrated by divine permission and the grace of my Lord

the King, before consecration I was dismissed immune by the
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King, and presented to the Church of Canterbury, free, tranquil,

ebsolved of all secular complaint by the King, although now
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he denies it in his anger. This fact very many of you and
all ecclesiastical psrsons of this Kingdom know well. And I
do beg, beseech and entreat that you be conscious of this
truth, that you may suggest these things to my Lord the Xing,
against whom it is not safe, though licit, to name witnesses,
nor is it now necessary, for I am not prleading my cause.
After my consecration I endeavored to promote in zeal and
deed the honor and duty I had undertaken and to some extent
help the Church of God over which I was the visible head.
Therefore if it is not given to me to help her, if I cannot
advance her interests, in the face of the strong wind of ad-
versity, I impute it not to my Lord the King, nor to anyone
else, but principally to my sins. God is able to increase
Bis grace to whom and when He wills.

"T can give no sureties for rendering the accounts. I
have already bound all the Bishops and my helpful friends;
neither should I be forced to this, because it has not been
judged against me. Neither am I in a cause for rendering
an account, because I was not summoned to that cause; neither
did I have summons to any cause except to the cause of John
Marshal. But as to what you urge upon me concerning the
prohiﬁition or appeal made today against the Bishops, I do

recall that I said to my fellow Bishops that for one absence
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not however any contempt, they have condemned me more severely
than was just, and beyond the custom and example of very

great antiquity. Wherefore I appealed against them, forbidding
them, while this appeal was pending, tébjudge me again con-
cerning some secular complaint arising from the time before

I became Archbishop; and I still do appael; and my person

as well as the Church of Canterbury I place under the protection
of God and my Lord the Pope."

He had finished. Some nobles returned to the King in
silence, weighing and examining his words. Others said,
"Behold we have heard the blasphemy of prohibition from his
own mouth.” Other barons and attendants of the King, walk-
ing with twisted neck, looking at him askance, spoke among
themselves loud enough for him to hear: "King William, who
subdued England, knew how to tame his Clerics. He imprisoned
his own brother Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, who rebelled against
him. He condemned Stigand Archbishop of Canterbury to be
cast into a biack well and perpetually imprisoned. Even
the father of our King, Geoffrey, Count of Anjou, who
also subdued Normandy with a strong band, had Arnulf Bishop-
elect of Seez and many of his Clerics emasculated and the
mutilated members brought to him in a dish; because before
Geoffrey's consent, he had given his own consent to his

election to the Church of Seez and had considered himself

elected.”
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The King, having received the answer of the Archbishop,
urged the Bishops, commanding and exhorting them through
the homage and fealty due and sworn toiyim, to pronounce
sentence along with the nobles against the Archbishop. They
began to excuse themselves through the prohibition which the
Archbishop had interposed. The King dig not agree; asserting
that this simple prohibition of his did not hold against what
he had done and sworn at Clarendon. On the contrary, the
Bishops urged that to pass sentence belonged to the King and
that the Archbishop could lay hands on them if they did not
obey his prohibition and appeal; and he shoﬁld be willing
to comsent to this prohibition both for the good of the King
and the Kingdom. The King at last agreeing, the Bishops
received his counsel and went to the Archbishop. Robert
of Lincoln was weeping and some others could hardly restrain
their tears, Then the Bishop of Chichester, mentioned above,
began to speak in this wise: "Lord Archbishop, saving your
grace, we have much to complein concerning you. You have
offended us your Bishops very mich. You havé brought us into
& narrow pass, you have sent us as if between the hemmer and
the anvil, by your prohibition, which if we do not obey we
shall be guilty of disobedience, or if we do obey we shall be

involved in the chains of the constitutions and the anger of
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the King. For lately gathered with you at Clarendon, we
were'summoned by our Lord the King‘concerning the observing

of his regal dignities; and lest perhags we could hesitate,

he showed us written copies of these s;;e constitutions about
which he spoke., At last we joined our consent and promised
observance to them; you leading the Way, we your suffragens
following from your precept. When, besides this, our Lord

the King required from us a sworn assurance and the impression
of our seals to these things, we said that the sacer-

dotal oath should be sufficient to him, which we pronounced

to him, promising to observe those regal dignities of his, in
the word of truth, in good faith, without evil deceit and
legitimately. Our Lord the King being persuaded gave way. And
now you compel us to come against this by interdicting ué

lest we be able to attend the judgment which he exacts of us.
‘From this burden and lest you add anything %o our hurt, we
make appeal to our Lord the Pope, and in this wise do we

obey your prohibition."

The Archbishop answered® "I hear what you say,'and by
the help of God I will stand by the prosecution of the appeal.
At Clarendon, nothing was conceded by me, nor by you through
me, but saving the honof of the Church. For as you yourself

say, we retained there these three determinations, in good




faith, without evil deceit, and legitimately, by which are

preserved for our Churches the dignities which we have by
papal right. For what is against the faith due to the

Church and against the laws of God, caﬁ%ot in good faith and
legitimately be observed; likewise, a Christian King has no
dignity which destroys ecclesiastical liberty which he has
sworn. Besides, concerning these same regal dignities of
which you speek, my Lord the King sent written copies of them
to the Supreme Pontiff for confirmation; and they were
returned condemned rather than approved. He has given us an
example in doetrine, so that we also may do 1ikewise, prepared
with the Roman Church to receive what it receives, to reject
what it rejects. Furthermore, if we fell at Clarendon, (for
the flesh is weak), we ought to take up our~courage and
strive in the strength of the Holy Ghost against the ancient
enemy who strives both that he who stands may fall, and he
who has fallen may not rise. If under the stipulation: in
the word of truth, we have there conceded or sworn unjuét
things, know that those who swear unlawful things are bound
. by no law."

The Bishqps returned to the King and excused by his per-

migsion from judging the Archbishop, sat by themselves apart

from the barons. But the King demanded his sentence con-
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cerniﬁg the Archbishop from the counts and barons. Certain
sheriffs and barons of secondary dignity, ancient of days,
were called out to be added to the number and take paré in
the judgment. After some delay the nobles returned to the
Archbishop. Robert the Count of Leicester, who excelled
others by the maturity of age and morals, after urging a

few others to pronounce the senténce bﬁt they refusing, be-
gan to relate article by article the negotiations held at
Clarendon, as he had done before. Hilary Bishop of Chichester
was sad, as if in this there had been contempt manifested

at royal majesty and a transgression of the promise there
made in the word of truth; and he said to the Archbishop

that he should hear his judgment. But not suffering him to
say more the Archbishop said, "What do you wish to do? You
have come to judge me? You ought not. Judgment is a sentence
brought after a trial. Today I have said nothing as for a
cause., For no cause was I called hither except for the cause
of John who was not tried with me. You cannot judge me for
these things. I am in some way your father; you however are
the nobles of the palace, lay magistrates, secular persons.

I hear not your judgment." The nobles returned. After an
interval, the Archbishop, rising and taeking his cross, sought

the door which, though it had been very strictly closed all
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day,opened, as it were willingly, to him. Some evil-moutﬁed
fellow following him said that he left as the perjurer of the
King; another, that he went as a traitor and spurned the
Judgment of the King. In the hall full of men he hit against
an unseen pile of wood, but did not fall. Mounting his horse,
he took aléng Master Herbert who on account of the exceeding
disturbance had not been able to find h#s own horse quickly
enough, with him to the hostelry at the monastery of Ste. Andrew.
Oh! VWhat a martyrdom he endured in spirit on that day! But
he returned more happy from the face of the council, because
he was held worthy to suffer insult there for the name of
Jesuslls.

Having prayed before the altar, he afterwards laid down
his eross hear the altar of St. Mary. He sat down and his
domestics gathered around him, Then William Fitzstephen
said to him, "This day indeed has been bitter." To whom
the Archbishop answered, "The last will be more bitter."
After a little while, he exhorted his subjects, saying,

"Let each of you keep himself in silence and peace. Let no
bitter word go out of your mouthe. Answer nothing to any
slanderer; let yourself be insulted. It is of the higher
person to suffer these things; of fhe lower to do them. As
they should be masters of their tongues, so let us be the .

masters of our ears. They do not slander me, but Him Who

118 Acts 5.41
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considers wicked words as said against Himself,"

The King, when he heard of the departure of the Arch-
bishop, and that his courtiers were following him with slander,
asked by Robert of Melun Bishop of Heriford, or perhaps
informed by someone else, before he had yet gone, sent word
that a herald should cry throughvthe streets after him that
no one should in any way molest him or Jis attendants. The
Archbishop ate late that night, among his household as was
his wont. After supper, all his knights who were present, after
rendering him homagé’and obtaining his permission, left him
with tears. Later the Archbishop sent three Bishops, Waltere
of Rochester, his chaplain, and two whom he had ordained,
Robert of Hereford and Roger of Worcester to the King to ask
of him permission and safe conduct t; leave on the next day.
They found the King jbyful; but he put off answering them till
the next morning. Receiving the answer from messengers, the
Archbishop feared that that delay of the answer of the King
meant danger to him. |

It was'evening; the hour set aside for Compline. The
Archbishop told his companions that he wished to watch in
Church. And indeed on one of the preceding nights, he had
passed the whole night in vigil and prayer in Church with his
Clerics, receiving the discipline and genuflecting at the

name of each saint in the Litany. Certain ones of his Clerics
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said to him, "We also wish to watch with you in Church.”
He answered, "No indeed; I would not have you troubled."
In the silence of the stormy night he left with two compeanions,
unaccompanied by any of his Clerics orﬁknights. When the
King and all the Council heard this the next day, teking counsel
as to what must be done, he sent word that all the possessions
of the Church of Canterbury should remain peaéefully in the
Archbishop's hands and none of his officials should be removed,
because from there they had made an appeal. And he sent after
him at his heels to the Pope on the continent the Archbishop
of York and four Bishops, Gilbert of Londén, Hilary of
Chichester, Bartholomew of Hxeter, Roger of Worcester, and
two counts and two barons and three domestic Clerics of his
household, who might prosecute these causéé. The rest of the
day and Council was spent in considering the leading of
infantry against the rebellious Wales and perfidious King
Rhysllg. Upon reéuest of the King, a promiSedlmultitude of
warlike foot-soldiers as help for him was inscribed by each
person present both ecclesiastic and lay. The Council was
dissclved,

On the following ﬁorning, those many and distinguished

envoys were going to Dover, going the faster because they

119 A rebellious noble of Wales.
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thought that the Archbishop might have preceded them. The
Archbishop, hiding among men who feared God and his dependents,
sometimes travelling'at night, delayed in England from the
fifteenth day after the feast of St. ufchael to the second

day of Novemberlzo, until a ship wa; prepared for him with
rilot and sailors worthy of trust. On the same day, that

is the Commemoration of the Faithful De;arted, both he

and the messengers sent against him, salled across; they

were driven to éouthampton by a terrible storm so that the
Bishop of London took off his cape and cowl; the Archbishop
landed secretly at Gravelines. Thence the poor man with

only two brothers went on foot as far as a certain Cister-
cian monastery at Clairmarais. Nevertheless with greatness

of soul. he was still a spurner of fortune when it snarled
Jjust as he was before when it smiled. On the way someone
recognized him and said, "This indeed is that former Chancellor
of England, now Archbishop of Canterbury." He answered,

"Are the Archbishops of Canterbury accustomed to journey in
this‘way?" In a certain little village, he hired a horse,
since his feet could not go further; which he mounted without

saddle, O Good Jesus! Many indeed sre the tribulations

of the just and the sufferings of this time, nevertheless

120 October l4--November 2, 1164,
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they are not equal to Thy rewards which Thou reservest unto
the time of retributionl?l, Behold this Thy Servant the Arch-
bishop has left everything; poor and in need of help he has
followed Thee. °

They came to that monastery. Thence he was carried by
boat to Clairmarails and then to St. Omervwhere he was received
with flowing tears and. great joy by the Abbot. and Community
of St.vBertin. He was reqeived with due compassion and ven-
eration by Fhilip son of Thierceville, illustrious Count of
Anjou when the latter was asked for safe conduct and security
to go torthe Lord King of France and he granted what was
desired., Making some delay with the Abbot of St. Bertin he
awaited there his brother priests and Clerics and some of his
mangled train. There horses, a chapel, vestments and every-
thing necessary for himself and his men who had come to him
there were provided to the full by the munificence of the
Count, the genefésity of the Abbot and the neighboring persons.
There Richard de Luci, messenger of the King of England,
returning from the Lord King of France, after persuading
Thomas to return to his country, rendered him homage. Vhen

he continued his journey from there to the Lord King of

121 Compare Romens 8.8
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Francé he already had forty horses in his prebendal stall.
When his errival was made known to his Clerics, many of whom
he had in France, they hurried to join his train. Venerabie
persons of the Church of France ran to'zhe street from all
sides to meet him. Even Henry himself, the Archbishop of
Rheims, bréther to the King of France, %Pd Bishops and Abbots,
Archdeacons, Provosts of Churches, greet so great an exile
with due veneration and put themselves and their goods
freely at his service, and compel him with a certain insistence
of devout charity to receive what is necessary.

His coming became known to the Lord King of France
Louis, and to the son of King Louis, who both had compassion
piously in the Lord for onse who had suffered insult and re-
Jjoiced with him at his escape. ‘Finally this rumor was divulged
to Pope Alexander III who was at Sens. Alas! A schism indeed
there was in the Holy Roman Church. And Frederie, woﬁld
that he loved God! A turbulent emperor, fostered with
all his followers, first one, then another, then a third
of the schismatics of all his lands. But the arrivel of
the envoys of the King of England also became known to the
Pope; who sympathized with due compassion with the exiled
Archbishop and congratulating him for fighting for the
freedom of the Church, wrote to him that he should rétire

for a while by himself for the purpose of relaxation
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and rest and should come to him when cewcalled. ALl of Franée
was moved with pity and compassion towswwards the Archbishop; and
the spirit of all was excited against ¢ the King of England,
especially against the Bishops. When U - é;e Archbishbp of York
and the four Bishops and others all undrnderstood this, they
made Count of Arundel, William de Albirﬂina.their leader; and
when asked on the way to whom such a leellarge household, to whom
such a train belonged, they answered: ¥ the Count of Arundel;
the names of the Bishops being suppressw ssed, for shamel At
last they came to the Pope. There flowwowed from all sides
whoever could come to the Pope's court,Jft, from the Kingdom of
Ffance, from Burgundy; to see and hear 1r so many and such great
envéys of the King of England; what kimiind of cause they had,

what they would say or do. In a celebrubrated consistory, the

. Archbishop of York and all the Bishops zs except Roger: eof

Worcester; and even the Count of Arundesbdel and Reginald of St.
Valery--all of them spoke before the PwiFope. They were almost
of the same opinion concerning the commmmmendation of the illus-
trious King of England, as a Catholic F Frince, a devoted son
and benefactor of the Pope, for his parpart a patron of the
Holy Catholic Church, an honest man, lodlover of peace, meg-
nificent prince, venerator of ecclesiassastical persons, and
donor to the Churches of his Kingdom acw according to God and

without simony. And if now there was db disagreement between
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him and his Archbishop, the fault was not the King's., The
God of peace and love, with the help of the Pope and the
Church of Rome, when it should so please Him, would quiet this
storm and clear the skies of their quargel. Some one of them,
among other things, diligently related the powers and the
riches of the King of England. No one said anything at all
against the Archbishop's person or toucﬂing his cause with
the King. To each of them the Pope answered in the same

way: "It pleases us that the King of England is such a man,
and so goods Would that God may make an increase of virtue
in him." There were there at the feet of the Pope at the

same audience, three.or four Clerics of the Archbishop, whom,
when they wished to speak for their Lord, the Fope repressed
saying that it was not necessary, since nothing against the
Archbishop would be said.

The Count of Arundel spoke more efficaciously and
eloquently than the rest and thus was heard with favor and
"won applauselzz". In secret they murmured in the ears
of the Pope concerning the deposition of the Archbishop,
tempting him with very great promises. At last it was even
added that the annual Peter's Pence, which now came only from

those attached to the soil and not from all and went to the

122 Horace, Ars Foetica 343




English treasury, the King would meke and confirm forever
to be paid to the Church from every inhabitant of the land,
from every home from which smoke ascended, from cities,
castles, boroughs and villages. The apnual income indeed
of the Church of Rome would increase to a thousand pounds
of silver beyond what it then was. But when they found the
Pope immovable and a preserver of rigid honesty, as it had
been commanded them not to delay beyond three days at court,
nor to await the Archbishop to prosecute the causes, after
receiving permission snd a blessing, they departed.

Behold one day when they saw from across a certain river
more than thirty men on horseback from the Archbishop's train
going to the Fope, taking counsel they sent back a Cleric of
the King, Guy the Dean of Waltham, to see and hear how the
coming of the Archbishop of Canterbury would be received in
the Roman Court. As he was approaching Sens, a great number
of Cardinals came to meet him on horseback, receiving him
with joy. As he entered, the Pope rose to meet him with a
kiss and tears aﬁd embraced him with fatherly sympathy, con-
soling him with much veneration and exhortation.

123

On the Vigil of the following Christmas™ ™", the King of

England received his envoys at Marlborough and the personal

123 A.D. 1164,
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Nuncio of the Pope. Having failed in his purpose, he ordered
that on the day after Christmas the Archbishop should be in-
mediately stripped of all his possessions, and the Church of
Canterbury with all its lands and accessions and all the
Churches and revenues of all his Cleri;; should be confiscated
to the crown; and all the relatives of the Archbishop; and
both the Cleries and laics of his househpld should be
proscribed and basnished from his Kingdom. On the second day
after Christmas, the apparitors and officials of the King
came to London, among whom was a certain Randulf dé Broe

"a monster the blackest of mankind124",

to whom, layman even, and most cruel and very hostile to the
Archbishop, he committed the Church of Canterbury, the
primary See of England, to be guardéd, nay rather to be
destroyed. This man with some others, was the executor of
the King's mandate; they did what was commanded, and even
worse things than was commanded. All the relatives of the
Archbishop found in the city of London were called outside
the city to Lambeth in the very home of the Archbishop, and
swore that they would go out from a seaport and from their
native soil into exile at the first wind coming from the land

and would go directly to the Archbishop himself; in order

that thus the sight of them, his flesh, might bruise his own

124 Virgil, Aeneid 1.347
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flesh, their sorrows add to his sorrows and in order that
as many of his subjects as appeared before him, exiled for
his sake, might be so many swords piercing his soul. A
heap of good things cannot be as enjoy;Lle as departure is
painful. His relatives of both sexes had to go out, and

infents, some in their cradle, others at the breast. Also

+
all who were found out to be his Clerics and servants; and
even thbse who gave him shelter for one night when he was
wandering in England, a fugitive from the face of the King.
What then? This noble France mercifully received them all;
the French King himself received some, the Archbishops,
Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Counts, Barons,‘frovosts, Holders
of fortresses, each of them received some. Religious women
received the women and the children in the cradles. The
noble people divided among themselves the needy co-exiles
of Jesus Christ, the broken train of the good Archbishop, a
desolate household; nor was there any one of them who lacked
anything among those noble people of France who are not for-
getful of beneficence and communion. May God reward such
sacrificesl

The good exile, the servant of Jesus Christ, Thomas ﬁhe
Archbishop, after confessing secretly to the Pope that he had

sinned because he had been elected following the manifesta-

tion of the will of the King of England and likewise because




102

he had consented to the decrees of Clarendon, decrees con-
trary to the divine decrees, is said to have resigned the
Archbishopric into the hands of the Pope, as if unworthy of
it on account of these wrongé; and tha® the Pope resisted
him in this way for three days and afterwards returned his
Office to him. When he understood in confession the 1life of
the Archbishop and his interior and ver§ sorrowful penitencs,
he admitted him into a fuller and more sincere love, kmowing
him to be a just end holy man, tending to the summit of per-
bfection by the grace of God and the suffrages of his hidden
virtues.

After some sojourn with the Pope, the Archbishop, following
his counsel and desire, went to stay at Pontigny, that‘is,
at the Abbey of monks of the Cistercian Order, who were
hospitable and generous in providing what was necessary to
himself, his many Clerics and his household servants. The
Archbishop in the whole time of almost seven years of exile
was occupied in practicing penance, purifying his conseience,
sanctifying his life; - and after the celebration of Mass
and the contemplation of divine things, he would also give
some time to the study of letters and especially +to the
Sgcred Scriptures. He was also occupied in writing books

and in seeking privileges from the Pope. He heard of no book
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in all the libraries of any Church of France, which ap-
proved by antiquity and authority, he would not have trans-
cribed; and he heard of no privilege which he would not seek
" for his Church, so that at no time préviously was the Church
of Canterbury so enriched and adorned with excellent volumes
end privileges, as he now at last enriched it., Destitute of
all his goods and awaiting mercy from a stranger's hand, the
Archbishop sought to bear his own exile and that of his sﬁb-
jects with equinanimity. Placing liberty in exile before
slavery at home, he patiently bore his lot. He cast his care
on the Lord and he sustained him125. He gave him grace in the

126.

sight of all flesh The thought of the exiled Archbishop

was the seme as that of the Trojan: "Home is wherever it is

127
well for man to be "; and the same as that of Ovid,

"To the brave every land is his country128n.

0 England, how great art thou when good and religious
people are repulsed from thee? When due liberty is denied

to zood Prelates, when the necessity of emigrating is im-

129

posed upon them? Albutius , an exile at Athens indulged

125 Compare Fsalms 54,23

126 Compa.re Acts 2.47 Cicero

127 Compare Horace, Odes 1.7.21; Tusculan Disputations 5.37.108
128 Ovid, Fasti 1.499

129 Comparé Cicero, Tusculan Disputations 5.37.108




in philosophy with a very calm mind. This would not have
happened to him, if in keeping silent in the Republic, he

had obeyed the laws of Epicure. When the death of some of

his nephews or relatives was announced Lo the Archbishop in
exile, he was not moved; neither when any of his Cleries

or envoys seht to the Pope maliciously misrepresented him.
There he was consoled by the common necessity of bearing the

- human lot, believing that life was as a fruit to be reaped

by all, that earth to earth must be returned. Here he praised
the virtue proper to each one and deplored his fate.

Some of his Clerics were co-exiles Wiéh hin outside of
their natal soil. Their fathers, mothers, brothers and
richer relatives, were forced with them to swear that they
would go into exile and would present themselves to the
Archbishop. Others remained and did not follow him; of whom
was William of Salisbury a priest, who was caﬁtured and
detained in Corfe castle for six months. Three, more wealthy,
ga#e money for their redemption. Stephen of Everton gave a
hundred pounds; Alfred of Wathemestede also gave a hundred
pounds; and Thurstan of Croydon paid a hundred marks besides
being imprisoned for one whole day in a filthy dungeon of

thieves in London. Other wanderers and fugitives lived in
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England for whose relatives and friends it was for a long
time terrifying to see them dangerous to speak to them,
unlawful to help them with shelter or food. For the younger
co-exiles and infants unjustly proscrig;d,many French people
interceded before the King with tender compassion. The

King of France interceded for some, thé‘Empress, mother of
the King of England, for some, the Count of Flanders for
some, and indeed other Bishops and counts of France for
others. -

William Fitzstephen made his peace through a prayer
‘which he had made and givenbto the King in the Chépel at
Bruhill, This is the prayer, written in the person of the
- Lord King of England.

0 King of all ages, O King of the heavenly citadel,
Guide of Heaven, Guide of earth, King of kings most high;
Tho rulest even the seas, disturbest and excitest them; and
when it pleaseth Thee, smoothest and calmest them. Thou
hast created, and formed the heavens, earth and seas; and
governest all that Thou hast made and founded. Thou art
the Donor of every good, O Omnipotent; the Giver of every
favor, Lord of lords.

Them that live a simple life in the world but not of the

world Thou crownest and rewardest with manifold glory. They
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are made happy and crowned on the threshold of eternity whose
minds are glowing with the fire of the Holy Spirit.
Thou plungest into the infernal furnace of hell them that
do not consider Thee the Helper of simmers, the Lord exalted,

130, Thou holdest en-

elevated ébove the cedars of Lebanon
closed in the darksome prison of infernsl AvernuslSl the
guilty who dare condemn Thee, O God. Mere the guilty at the
command of God, for their kind of sentence, weep, stiffen,
burn, hiss, and twist in every way. There is fear, there is
weeping, there gnashing of teethl®?. There all punishments
are full of the.ories of lamentations. Here sorrows are
sharper than other sorfows, here torturers afe more wicked
than other torturers,

My God, guilty I humiliate myself to Thee. O true God,
have mercy on Thy adoptive son. Thy suppliant, Thy servant,
most clement God, adores Thee, and implores the gift of
Thy grace. O King of Heaven, receive me called the King

of Angels. Rule this King who by his own law cannot rule

himself. To minister to Thee with a whole mind, to obey

130 Compare Psalms 103,16; Isaias 14,8

131 Poetical name for the infernal regions; Compare Ovid,
Amores 3.9.27

132 Matthew 8.12; Luke 13.23

T
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and serve Thee is to rule. Thy soldier wishes to decline
from base acts of sin. Would extinguish the renewed incen-
tives of lust; would turn from the excesses of customary

false pleasures.

L]
I do not care if I love Thee with a pure heart, O God;

how I am I consider little; hardly notice. I glory much in
the transient things of this day; delayigg too long I die in
sin. I conféss, my God, that I have erred and sinned. I
have disgraced and violated the rights of purity. The sores

135“, and are con-

of my crimes "are putrified and corrupted
sidered like unto the sores of those who descend iﬁto the
pit1®%, 1 nave broken the law of honesty and chastity with
impunity. Long in evils has my life been sleeping. Deign
not Thou to correct me according to my sins Who humblest

all the proud who have suffered wounds. But to me, corrected
and regarded by Thee, 0 God, grant that by Thy grace I may
praise and love Thee, purify and correct all that I have
committed. Vouchsafe a hope of salvation, the reality of
virtue, innocence of life, the grace of chastity and purity.

Then from dire mind, I sometimes gagé in apger, dear

God, do Thou moderate in me what I cannot control.

133 Psalms 37.8
134 Compare Psalms 87.5
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liay I have no anxiety to take away sach one's rights
or to violate the boundaries of the neighbor. Although
they may be able to deprive me of money, arms, and sense,
what "we have, possess, whatever we do"not desire 55n is in
the crowns of a marauder and pagan king. May I not feel
that those towns, castles and manors are lacking or wanting
to me unless I first take them. The towers of kings and the
huts of the poor, full of abundance or lacking the needful,
fall by a similar destruction and equal deathlss.

Grant that my heirs may ascend the throne after me and
under Thy protection may rule a peaceful kingdom,

Grant that my Clerics may sincerely choose the right and
lew and love Thee with devout and undivided mind. May they
live such a good lif'e as to please Thee; may they show them~
selves to us a norm and form of life,

May all the people entrusted to my reign be directed and
subdued to Thy rule. Look Thou upon them, defend them, show
Thyself a shield to them; do Thou offer them Thy sceptre, Thy
Kingdom, Who rulest nations. Remove Thou war and spare us

the chastisements of Thy wrath, repel the enemy, grant us

peace, Human strength is vain; Thou knowest what is in man.

135 Anonymous
138 Compare Horace, Odes l.4.13-14




For in our small arms we are not saved, 0 Lord.

Cften seen

and trusting in itself and its help, strength bereft of

counsel goes back and falls against 1tse1£137

3

but from Thy

-4y
throne, celestial virtue comes for a gift, through which

victory over the enemy is given and procured,

Mey our sowings rejoice us with tenfold fruit: May our

fields multiply abundance with great harvest.

and enjoy temporal good that we may rejoice and be glad with

Thee in Heaven.

So may we use

Have Thou mercy on the souls of my relations, absolve

them and cleanse them of all stains.

To a2ll the faithful living and dead, O Lord, bestow a

peaceful and happy life in Heaven.

Ameni

137 Compare Horace, Odes 3.4.65
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