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INTRODUCTION 

This study in community integFation has tor its 

purpose the discussion, understanding, and evaluation 

ot those processes that have determined the character 

ot the West Side Community Center.~ That it was able 

to become an active torce and an integrating influence 

in the community lite ot the neighborhood can be under­

stood only when all the tactors that went into the 

essential character ot this agency are understood. 

The influences that determined the life ot the West 

Side Community Center cannot be interpreted without a 

study ot the early history ot Chicago and the near 

west side. Likewise a study ot the history and developmenl 

of the Center is necessary. Going further, the program 

of the Center in relation to both Children and adults 

must be considered together with an interpretation or 

the opinions ot the people using it. Finally, a summing 

up and an evaluation of these various factors must be 

had in order to show how the Center has become a part 

of the community life and accepted as such. 

i 



CHAPTER I 

TEE HISTORY AND GROWTH OF THE NEAR WEST SIDE 

In order to understand how and why such an agency as 

the West Side Community Center came into existence it is 

necessary to study the history of Ihicago in general and 

the near west side in particular. There were certain 

factors in Chicagots early history that determined to a 

large extent the character ot the Near West Side. These 

determining tactors must be considered and understood 

prior to a discussion ot the agency itself, for without 

them this study would te incomplete. 

In the year 1833 Chicago was a small settlement with 

a population estimated at 100 to 250 inhabitants. By 

1837 a city charter was obtained and the population had 

increased to approximately 4000 people. The city has been 

described as one of cheap frame buildings on marshy land 

with scrubby timber on its outskirts. l 

The rapid growth of Chicago in the following decades 

has been attributed to three tactors: (1) The "Indian War" 

of 1822 which had awakened interest in the western lands 

1 Edith Abbott, The Tenements otChica~oi Chicago, 
University of Chfcago press,-r936, p. • 



through the victory of the army under Winfield Scott. 

(2) Attraction of immigrants by a harbors appropriation 

and the construction of the Illinois and Michigan canal. 

Canal lots were offered for sale in 1836 for the second 

time, the first having been in 1830, oausing great excite­

ment and bringing people from distant places to invest 

and to obtain work. 

Although the offering of canal lots for sale attracted 

many people to the new site, it was not until 1860 that 

Chicago began to grow larger in proportion to other 

cities of the middle west. In 1850 Chicago ranked 

twenty-fifth in population among the oities of the United 

States. From 1890 on Chicago has ranked second only to 

New York. 

In 1840, when the federal oensus 
first reported Chicago as an 
incorporated plaoe, the new oity 
had, in round numbers a population 
of 5000; while Cincinnati had 
46,000; Pittsburgh, 21,000; Louis­
ville, 21,000; and st. Louis, 16,000. 
Detroit had a population of 9000 
at this time, and Cleveland, Columbus, 
and Dayton--with 6000 each--outranked 
Chicago. Then at this time New York 
had a population of 312,000; and 
Baltimore and New Orleans, 102,000 
each; and Boston and Philadelphia, 
93,000 each. In 1850 Chioago ranked 
twenty-fifth in population among 
cities of the United States; in 1890, 
and in all suoceeding census re~urns, 

.. 



as second only to New York. Since 
1890 Chicago's rate of population 
growth has b!en greater than that 
of New York. 

3 
• 

Even at the early date of 1843 the influx of 

immigration was very large. Most of the western travel 

was induced by immigrants coming to Chicago to make a 

living and with this ever growing ~opulation came all 

the problems of food, clothing, and shelter which remain 

unsolved to this day. 

The contractors of the Illinois and 1tlchigan Canal 

begun in 1836 had sent out circulars to all seaports in 

the United states advertising for laborers on the canal. 

Land at nominal cost and jobs that were permanent and 

good paying were offered as inducements. The new Irish 

immigrants readily responded, and by 1846 the parish of 

St. patrick was established on the near West Side at 

Des Plaines near Washington and Randolph. By 1854 a 

foundation tor a brick church was laid at Des Plaines and 

Adams which is the present site of this churoh. 

Other nationalities besides the Irish began to 

move into the near west side. However, previous to 1871, 

the time of the Great Fire, the change in the inhabitants 

went on more rapidly. From 1848 to 1857, the west side, 

2 Abbott, OPe cit. pp. 4. 
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of all sections, grew the fastest. The immigrants brought 

in by steamship, railroad and wagon rapidly increased the 

population of the area. Industrial and commercial develop-

ment went forward quickly and such businesses as wagon 

factories, iron foundries and planing mills grew up almost 

overnight. The increased mass of people were the workers 
~ 

in these places who orowded into trame shanties and 

cottages built along the canal near the factories. One ot 

the plague spots at that time was Maxwell street near 

Halsted which later became known as the Russian Jewish 

Ghetto. It was said that it could be "singled out ot a 

thousand by the peculiar, intensive stench that arises 

from pools of thick and inky compound which in many cases 

is several teet deep and occasionally expands to the width 

of a small lake. n3 

The situation of the near west side, in respect to 

sanitation and living conditions offers a good explanation 

for the growth and maintenance of the great slum areas 

developed in Chicago from 1840 on. There were hardly any 

sewers and practically no pavements. The influx of 

immigrants and inoreased population on the west side was so 

3 Chicago Tribune, June 18, 1873 



great that little could be done to better conditions. 

Vice was rampant as evidenced by the large number of 

saloons and sailor resorts on Wells street and the streets 

west of Wells and south of Washington, eventually extend­

ing west of Clinton street on Madison. 

Even after the great fire of October 9, 1871, the 
• 

character of the west side remained unchanged, in fact 

conditions became worse. More industry, commerce and 

communication gave no chance of rebuilding the frame 

cottages construoted in previous years. Because of their 

location near means of easy transportation and desirable 

sites industrial firms increased. Tenement building 

became profitable and the prevalence of absentee landlords 

increased. The combination of good industrial sites, 

profitable tenement building, and large immigration were 

the major factors which created and maintained the slum 

areas of the near west side in the early history of Chicago, 

even to the present time. 

During these growing changes and increases in 

population it was mentioned that the Irish were the first 

nationality to settle the near west side. They had 

maintained a "stronghold" in the neighborhood of Bridgeport, 

and in the intervening years after 1871 had slowly moved 
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westward. The Germans had come in with the Irish and were 

followed in turn by the Bohemians, Russian Jews, Italians 

and Greeks. The old Jewish Ghetto quickly lost its 

identity when the poles, Greeks and, Italians were crowding 

it out. Negroes then began to move in and now occupy an 

extensive area south of Roosevelt Road. 
~ 

Of all the nationalities concerned in this study, the 

Italians were the ones to settle, and remain as an integrate 

group in the neighborhood of the near west side. In the 

area of this study the nationalities listed at the West 

Side Community Center are predominately Italian, and have 

remained so since 1890. 4 Previous to that time the federal 

census reported the following. 

The federal census reported only 552 
Italians in Chicago in 1870; 1,357 in 
1880; 5,685 in 1890; 16,008 in 1900; 
45,169 in 1910; 59,215 in 1920; and 
73,960 in 1930. These figures give a 
very good picture of the great foreign 
colonies of this nationality in 
Chicago. 5 

It is not known just when the Italians settled in the 

area but a glance at the above census table gives a good 

picture of the concentration of Italians after 1900. 

4· See Table I. 

5 Abbott, OPe cit., pp. 94. 



It is interesting to note the transition that took 

plaoe in the oharaoter and inhabitants of the neighbor­

hood after the Great Fire of 1871. Previous to the Great 

Fire, the population of the near west side was made up 

primarily of native born Amerioans. After the Great Fire 

the Amerioans gradually gave plaoe to the Irish and German 
• 

immigrants, next oame the Russian Jews and the Italians, wh 

then gave way to the Greeks and Bulgarians and finally the 

Mexioans and Negroes. In the area. of influenoe6 oovered 

by the West Side Community Center the inorease in the 

Negro population is not so great. 7 This has been due to 

the faot that the Italians have settled down in the neighbo 

hood and oonsider it as their permanent abiding plaoe. 

In 1926, when a oanvass was made of the near west side it 

was found that the Italian oolony extended from the "Chioa@ 

River west to Paulina Street and from Van Buren street 

south almost a mile to Roosevelt Road."8 This oolony 

oontained about half the total Italian population drawing 

its numbers from all provinces ot Italy espeoially, 

6 See Table II. 

7 See Figure A. 

8 Abbott, op. cit., pp. 96. 
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Apulia, Basilioata, Campania, Abruzzia, Tusoany, Lombardy, 

Rome, Venioe and Naples. The oolony drews its largest 

number from the first named provinoes but there were many 

spots throughout the distriot that had strong though small 

ooncentrations of the last named groups; for instance, 

the area between Halsted street and Des Plaines Avenue was 

distinctly Neapolitan. Throughout this neighborhood there 

was a distinct Italian influence. The two popular 

Italian newspapers, "L'Italia" and "11 Progresso," were 

offered for sale. 

Though the colony by 1890 was a crowded slum area, 

it was not until later, 1899, that a church was established. 

Guardian Angel Church was founded in the district formerly 

occupied by the Irish immigrants who had belonged to the 

Holy Family Church at May street and Roosevelt Road. The 

Italian colony wedged in by the Irish on the West and the 

Slavs on the South had used either Holy Family or St. Wenoes­

laus when they could not attend the Italian Church of the 

Assumption. 

One year after Guardian Angel was founded in 1899 

the great Italian immigration began. In the period from 

1900 to 1910 the population increased so rapidly that it 

overflowed the old colony near the Hull House and east of 
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Halsted street. MOving west the new i~~igrants occupied 

the territory between Halsted street and Racine street. 

Thus the old Guardian Angel parish became divided and the 

district west of Morgan street was made into a new parish, 

"Our Lady of Pompeii." This church was dedicated in 1911 

and was a combined ohurch and school. The present church 
~ 

was built in 1924 on Lexington Avenue near Racine Avenue. 

The neighborhood was somewhat better than in other parts 

east of Van Buren street. Several Irish families had 

lingered until the Italians had definitely established 

themselves in the neighborhood by 1924 and then these 

families generally moved further west. In discussing the 

large growth of Italian population in this area which 

caused the founding of Guardian Angel and Our Lady of Pompei 

Churches two main reasons are given. 

(1) Rents were low and (2) countrymen 
from their own districts were already 
living there. These immigrants were 
almost entirely south Italians and 
unskilled workers. They have been 
employed as laborers, although in 
the "old country" the men were often 
farmers, masons, bricklayers, or 
followed some other skilled occupa­
tion. Here they have lived cheaply 
and tried to save, and they have 
been ambitious chiefly for their 
children and have wanted them to 
be educated. 



When they have saved enough 
money, they move out farther 
west and purchase small houses 
and bungalows. 9 

10 

The influence of these churches ha~ been very extensive, 

for even as the Irish in earlier days in this neighborhood 

demanded their own parish church, so the Italians likewise 

demanded and centered their spiritJal and social activities 

around the parish church. 

From the time when contractors offered good paying 

jobs on the Illinois and Michigan Canal, and tenement hous­

ing was profitable and a growing business investment, 

the area of the near west side has been a constant and 

ever grOwing problem in the city of Chicago. Sanitation, 

housing, vice and racial discrimination were among four of 

the most serious problems faced by the people of this 

community. From August 5, 1833, when Chicago was incorpora1 

as a town, efforts were made to keep the city clean. 

Ordinances were passed at various times in respect to 

these conditions. 10 

Outbreaks of cholera, typhUS, scarlet fev9r, diphtherif 

in the early years from 1849 to 1855 led to more strenuous 

efforts to supply the city completely and adequately 

9 Ibid., pp. 95. 

10 Ibid., pp. 38-39. 



with lake water and a proper drainage system. The 

Tenement and Workshop Act was passed in 1880 which 

required employers to provide places of work that were 

not too crowded, had adequate ventilation and proper 

toilet facilities. Different reforms were carried out 

during the following years and much progress was made • 
• 

Due to the. rapidly increasing population the reforms 

could not keep up with the pace set by immigration and 

has lett a heritage of slum areas, vice conditions, over­

crowding and a chaotic housing situation. 

In the geographical area of this study racial 

discrimination has not presented a serious problem. 

Recently there has been a gradual influx of Mexicans into 

the neighborhood. Since the area is already settled by the 

Italians no great difficulty in this instance is expected 

for the future. The Negro problem does not exist here, 

due to the natural boundary of Roosevelt Road where the 

Negro keeps to the south and the Italian to the North. 

However in the early days around the turn of the century 

there was considerable prejudice against new immigrants. 

In 1890 when the Italian colony was wedged in between 

the Irish and the Slavs, stoning brigades would advanoe 

across Twelfth Street now Roosevelt Road, and drive the 



Italians back to Taylor street. The Italians boys 

would retaliate by forming in gangs and attacking any who 

tried to play in Vernon Park. In recent years within 

the past two deoades there was considerable gang fighting 

between .the Italian and the Jewish boys on Maxwell street. 

Since then this type of prejudioe hap tor the most part 

disappeared, but there is still oonsiderable evidenoe ot 

disorimination against the Negro by those living on 

borderline areas along Roosevelt Road. Through education 

and participation in the various social activities at 

the different agencies in the area this prejudice is being 

slowly overcome. 

For years the question of improving Chicago's slum 

areas has been a major problem for the city. Many sug­

gestions, plans and ideas have been offered for the 

solution of this condition. Some good work has been done 

and in recent years municipal, state and federal housing 

reforms have brought about an improvement. The Jane Addams 

Housing project along Raoine Avenue near Vernon Park has 

done much to alleviate the housing conditions, but there 

are still a large number of old frame cottages and buildings 

in the neighborhood. 

.. 
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New life has been given the community by the 

building of the Congress street Highway. With this 

• 13 

as an impetus the West Side Community Council has recent­

ly begun work on the redevelopment 'of the near west side. 

They have sent letters throughout the neighborhood to 

the people, to the business houses, and to all who 
a. 

they believe would be vitally interested in improving 

the appearance and living conditions of the neighborhood. 

For their argument they say that with the new highway 

an awakened community spirit will develop and the near 

west side will become a more desirable place to live. ll 

11 Eri Hulbert, executive secretary, Temporary Organizing 
Committee. ~ Redevelopment of the Near West Side. 
Letter to comm~ttee members. November-!7 1948. 

.. 



CHAPTER II 

THE HISTORY, FO R1J:;iTI ON , "'dID DESCRIPTIOl'J OF 

THE VmST SIDE COIvlMUNIT,Y CEl'iTER 

• 

.The period from 1900 to 1930 was one of great 

expansion in the Italian populatioA of the near west 

side of Chicago. Although this area had seen many 

nationality changes since the time of the construction 

of the Illinois and Miohigan Canal in 1836, it finally 

became the largest Italian colony in the city. 

In the geographical field of influence covered by 

the Jest Side Community Center the :population has been 

predominately Italian in nationality and Roman Catholic 

.. in religion since 1890. By 1930 the need for housing, 

sanitation, vice control and community organization had 

far outstripped the attempts to alleviate these conditions. 

Juvenile delinquency was on the increase and the near 

. west side became one of the blackest spots on the maps 

of sociologists. l There were little if any recreational 

faoilities2 and gangs of young hoodlums ran freely through 

1 ClIfford Shaw, Delinquen£l Areas, University of Chicago 
Press, Chioago, 1936. 

2 Chioago Recreation Commission, Recreatio!.!, and Delin­
quencl, Chicago Research Commission, 1942. 

14 
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the neighborhood. The people were disorganized because 

they held to the traditions of the provinces from which 

they had come in the old country.3 

The community situation that greeted the West Side 

Community Center was appalling. The inheritance from 

the past was ingreined deeply in the character of the 

• neighborhood. Out of the chaotic need of the people for 

better housing, sanitation, vice control and community 

organization, had to come some movement that would endeavor 

to awaken the people and educate them in the necessity for 

organizing their community actively. 

On October 30, 1930, the Catholic Youth Organization 

previously conceived of and organized by Bishop Sheil of 

the Archdiocese of Chicago was founded. It quickly lived 

up to its program of religion--education--recreation and 

social service inspired by the late Cardinal Mundeleints 

exhortation "Make the Catholic Youth Organization program 

so very interesting and attractive that youth will have a 

desire to participate in none other.,,4 

The ideal of the Catholic Youth Organization is 

contained in the objectives of the organization which are: 

3 'Nest Side Community Center, .Minutes of .Meeting, 
February 2, 1939. 

4 ~ ~ Generation, News of the Near -Hest Side, April 193~ 
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1. To instill in the American 
youth a love of God and respect 
for country. This was to be 
accomplished through a compre­
hensive program of religious, 
educational, recreational and 
social service activities. 

2. The immediate aim of the 
Catholic Youth Orgauization is 
to keep young people learning, 
working and playing wi~hin the 
influence of the parish priests 
with the idea and hope that this 
association would give the boys 
and girls in their formative 
years a true concept of Christian 
and Democratic life. 

3. To make religion a basic force in 
community welfare emphasize moral 
virtue and Christian principles 
with the final objective the 
salvation of souls. 

4. To make the program flexible enough 
80 that non-Catholic boys and 
girls may likewise participate 
in the Cathglic youth Organization's 
activities. 

As the pastors and the people of Chicago became 

interested, the Catholic youth Organization grew until at 

the present time it has many ramifications. There is 

the Mission of Our Lady of Mercy, a home for dependent 

boys, a boys' camp, a girls' camp, the Lewis College of 

Science and Technology, the West Side Community Center, 

5 CatholIc youth Organization, Brochure, 1946, pp. 5. 

.. 
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and various vooation sohools for needy children. The 

growth of these schools has been tremendous. At the 

present time there are 56 Catholic Youth Organization 

Vocational Schools in Chioago, Jol~et, and Posen, Illinois 

with a summer registration of over 21,000 children. Thes'e 

schools offer craft, athletics, dramatics, music, field 
.. 

trips, swimming and free milk to all who come. Besides 

these institutions and agencies there is an extensive 

Boy Scout Program, Medical and Dental Clinics and the 

Social Service Department. 

The Social Service Department was formed on August 1, 

1938, and the West Side Community Center was placed under 

its jurisdiction. The Social Service Department has for 

its purpose the offering of case work services to the 

other departments of the Catholic Youth Organization. 

Its program is pointed toward one goal, the prevention 

of personal and social problems which might lead to 

serious maladjustments. 

Before coming to be a part of the Catholic Youth 

Organization the West Side Community Center had a very 

interesting history. In order to combat the existing 

conditions in the near west side of Chicago various pro­

grams were sponsored by the West Side Community Council 
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prior to 1937. Financing of these projects was done 

primarily by the Chicago Area Project. At this time 

the construction work on the building of the future 

West Side Community Center was nearing completion. The 

West Side Community Council set in motion a program that 

it was hoped would obtain for it almost complete control 

-of the general program in the area. A proposal was 

made thet the new building nearing completion should be 

turned over to the Union Boys Club Foundation, then 

functioning in the neighborhood. This proposal was 

received favorably by the Board of Directors for the 

Chicago Area project. On receipt of this news the west 

Side Community Council decided to abandon its plans for 

the area. However, after considerable discussion between 

the ',fest Side Community Council and the Chicago Area 

Project it was determined that the b0st plan would be to 

transfer the newly built plant to the Catholic Youth 

Organization. It was determined that since the population 

of the neighborhood was predominately Roman Catholic the 

program for the community could function best under the 

auspices of the Catholic Youth Organization. w~en this 

was accomplished the West Side Community Council agreed 

to disband its program for the community so that it would 
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not be a hindrance to a new council to be established 

by Bishop Sheil. Among the agencies in the neighbor­

hood which cooperated in the advancing of' common good was 

the West Side Coordinating Committee. It was composed of 

the heads of all the agencies in the community. They met 

at least once a month to discuss the problems facing them • 
• Another agency was the 'IVest Side Civic Organization which 

was composed of a group of young men not associated with 

any particular agency, but who were interested in improving 

the conditions in the community. Such professional men as 

doctors, lawyers and other civic minded individuals succeeded 

with the cooperation of the West Side Community Center in 

getting action on garbage disposal. These agencies also 

cooperated in starting a campaign of "Clean Teeth for 

Health. ,,6 

By February of 1938 the newly constructed and renovated 

building at 1145 South Vernon Park Place was ready for 

occupancy. Bishop Sheilts representative was sent into the 

area and complete responsibility was turned over to him. 

The West Side Community Center is administered through 
its director appointed by and - _____________________ _ 

6 West Side Community Center, Minutes of Meetings, January 
3, 1939. 
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responsible to Bishop Sheil and the executive direotor 

of the Catholio Youth Organization. The Direotor is 

assisted by six full time, two part time and five volun­

teer workers. There is also a maintenanoe man. The Board 

of Directors oonsists of local residents whose primary 

purpose is to further the objectives of the Center. The 
.. 

Board members are made up of people in the neighborhood 

such as dootors, housewives, lawyers, laborers, professional 

and business men who, reoognizing the necessity of oommunit~ 

organization, have banded together in a spirit of 

neighborhood oooperation for the betterment of the 

community. It is their task to: 

1. Formulate policies 
2. Assist the operations of the 

various programs 
3. Sustain the interest and 

support of the oommunity 
residents 

4. Assume responsibility of 
seouring funds for the program. 7 

The Direotor has the responsibility of executing the 

program of the West Side Community Center through the 

members of the staff. One of his primary duties is the 

coordination of the aotivities at the Center with those 

of the oommunity. He holds staff meetings every week 

and instructs the various members in suoh things as the 

7 Catholio youth Organization, OPe cit., pp. 20. 
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proper presentation of their material, techniques in 

gaining the confidence of juvenile delinquents and the 

ways and means of arousing the interest and aotive 

participation of the adults in the ,program. A very 

important duty of the Director is the personal interview 

with juvenile delinquents. The Center will often take 

-difficult juvenile delinquency cases and endeavor to 

assimilate these oases in the activities that are offered. 

One of the most popular features is the Scouting Program. 

In the early days of the Center this activity was 

considered "sissy stuff" by the younger element of the 

neighborhood. However, the program prospered through 

the reoruiting and training of the leaders of various 

gangs. Following the example of their leaders the other 

members of the gangs soon joined in and today some of 

the outstanding soouts are older boys and young men who a 

few years ago were juvenile delinquents or potential 

delinquents. It has been through the personal interview 

of these difficult cases that the program has succeeded. 

Earliest records of the West Side Community Center 

show that the Staff started out with one professional 

man, the Director, and twelve assistants. S At the present 

8 West Side Community Center, Minutes of Meeting, 
January 3, 1939. 



time the Staff consists of fifteen members. Although 

there has been only an increase of three members since 

1939, a comparison of the Staff then and now shows 

that, whereas in 1939 there was only one professional 

man, the Director, today there is a total of eight pro­

fessional members. This policy is in line with the 
... 

administrative program of the organization which is to 

provide the best staffed members that can be obtained. 

As far as possible the Staff members are chosen from 

the community with the pur:pose of making the Center as 

desirable and as much a part of the lives of the people 

as possible. The inhabitants of the community, especially 

the children, are well acquainted with the members of 

the Staff, since they live within the boundaries of the 

Center's area of influence. The Director, in coordinating 

the activities of the Center with those of the community, 

contacts other agencies for the purpose of Community 

Organization. An excellent example of community 

participation is portrayed in the following: 

POMPEII CARNIVAL 

During this month Our Lady of pompeii 
Church commenced to make plans for 
their second annual Carnival which 
was to be held in June. We 
cooperated with the Church by 

.. 
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assisting in making plans for the 
Carnival in several ways. Mr. 
Inorio was appointed by Father 
Figato as Chairman of the Carnival 
Committee ot about 80 persons. We 
also cooperated by making, signs and 
posters. 

Our effort and participation 
in this venture were instrumental 
in bringing about a stronger tie-up 
between the local Church and our 
organization. Of even mofe signi­
ficance were the relationships 
and friendships and various contacts 
which Mr. Inorio made by serving 
the capacity of 8hairman of the Car­
nival Committee. 

The physical plant of the West Side Community Center 

is ade~uate for the needs of both the juvenile and adult 

members. It consists of the four story building 107 feet 

long and 72 feet wide. The front halt of the building 

is a remodeled and rebuilt stable, while the rear half 

is of recent construction within the last decade. The 

first floor consists of the auditorium seating 300 people 

for ban~uets and wedding receptions and 350 people for 

motion pictures. Besides being used tor various functions 

such as dramatic presentations and parties, it is also 

used by the people of the neighborhood for community 

meetings in discussing community projects. The first 

9 Anthony Inorio, director, West Side community Center, 
Yearly geport. Chicago, Illinois. April 1939. pp. 20. 
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floor contains the kitchen equipped with all utensils 

used in banquets, showers etc., a camera room, a 

maintenance shop, a boiler room and rest rooms for men 

and women. The second floor is used principally by 

the children and the adolescent group. On this floor 

are 11 rooms divided in the following manner: 
• 

(1) Office of the Director 

(2) Office of the Secretary 

(3) The Scout Room 

(4) The General Craft Room for Boys Only 

(5) The Plaster Craft Room 

(6) The Girls Craft Room 

(7) The Girls Game Room 

(8) The Office of the Girl Director 

(9) The Boys Game Room 

(10) The Jack and Jill Club Room 

(11) The Drum and Bugle Corps Room 

The Scout Room is of special merit. It is panelled 

in knotty pine wood with various hobbies exemplified in 

glass cases throughout the room. There is a very in­

teresting collection of mounted butterflies that have 

been gathered from various sections of the mid-west. 

It has a distinct outdoor atmosphere that enhances the 
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interest for such things in the minds of the boys who 

never before had the opportunity to study wild life. 

The war put a temporary halt to the Scout program because 

of the fact that the Scout Masters ,and Directors and older 

boys were called into the service. Plans for the resump­

tion of the Scout program have been made and because this 
• activity had been so popular in the past there will be 

a large extension of it in the future starting in 1949. 

The general craft room for boys only is equipped 

with power tools, vises and other workshop implements. 

In this room such crafts as woodworking, leather tooling, 

ceramics and paper work are learned. Another interesting 

subject is plaster craft. In this room the emphasis is 

placed on plastic work. 

The girls' craft room also contains the women's 

sewing room and adequately takes care of the needs of both 

girls and older women. In it such subjects as leather 

work, sewing, drawing, painting and papier mache work are 

taught. The older women use this room in the evenings, 

two or three times a week, for sewing. 

The second floor also contains the games 

which are located in various rooms. The boys' game room, 

which is in reality a large hall, contains four ping-pong 

tables, a minature bowling alley, checker and dominoe 

sames and a small horse-shoe plot. Besides having the 



above small games, the girls' game room contains two 

ping-pong tables. The office of the Girls' Director is 

just off the girls' game room. Two more rooms on this 

floor contain the Jack and Jill Club and the Drum and 

Bugle Corps. 

The Gymnasium on the third floor is a large room 90 
~ 

feet by 40 feet. The main activity, of course, is basket-

ball and the Center has sponsored many tournaments. Out­

side agencies often use the Gymnasium for their activities. 

Besides basketball such games as Volleyball and Badminton 

are'p~ayed. At the present time there is a successful 

drive to have the young and older men of the neighborhood 

use the gymnasium for these latter two games. The Director 

of the West Side Community Center and his Staff believe 

that greater stress should be placed on those physical 

activities which are not so strenuous. Their idea is that 

when the boys grow older they will be able to participate 

in less active sports such as Volleyball, Ping-pong, and 

Badminton and thereby not lose touch with the Center. 

The gymnasium is also equipped with mats, parallel bars 

and other gymnasium paraphanalia. Behind the gymnasium 

there is now being constructed a boxing and wrestling 

room which will be ready early in 1949. Besides these 

two large rooms the third floor also contains the girls' 



shower rooms and the Chicago Area Project uses the 

remaining two rooms for its own purposes. 
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On the fourth floor there are six rooms. Four of 

these are unfinished and not in use ~xcept as store rooms 

and possible future Scout rooms. Of the two rooms that 

are used one is a boyst shower and the other contains the 
a. 

Sea Scout Ship, the S. S. Bishop Sheil. It is equipped 

with masts, compass and other nautical gear and was used 

by the U. S. Navy during World War II for training purposes. 

During the course of the years there have been 

several agencies working towards the betterment of the 

near west side. The churches have played a very definite 

part in the life of the community and in the cooperation 

with the activities of the West Side Community Center. 

Among those which have cooperated closely with the Center 

are the following: Our Lady of Pompeii, st. callista, 

Holy Family and Guardian Angel. From the minutes of meet­

ings of the Center are the following excerpts. 

The pompeii Social Club held their 
dance at our Auditoruim [Sic) 
during this week. About one hundred 
boys and girls participated. 

GUARDIAN ANG~L OP]R]TTA 

One of our leaders and our 
C. Y. O. West Side Commul:..ity Orchestra 



-
cooperated with the Guardian 
Angel Church in staging an 
operetta. 

We feel that our Center 
should lend whatever assistance 
we can to other agencies in 
the community and thus dev~lop 
better relationlhips and 
understanding. 10 
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Other agenoies which have cooperated with the Cen-
• ter are the West Side Community Council, Hull House, 

Sheridan park, Off-The-Street Club, Dunoan Y. M. C. A. 

and Catholio Youth Nisei Center. The last named was helped 

by the West Side Community Center when it was first organize 

shortly after the war began. At that time many Japanese­

Amerioans faced a serious problem in relooation due to 

the strong anti-Nisei sentiment on the west coast. The 

Center's role was one of helpful suggestions and active 

guidance in the formation of the Catholio youth Organizatio~ 

Nisei center. Of these lay agenoies the West Side 

Community Counoil is the most important. The Director of 

the Center is closely connected with all the ideas and 

plans for the community which originate in the council. 

The program of the Center, Which will be discussed in 

the next chapt.er, will show how the various neighborhood 

agencies cooperate together to further oommunity integratio~ 

16 IbId., April and May, 1939. pp. 20-24. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE PROGRAM OF THE WEST SIDE COMMUNITY CENTER 

The people ot Italian parentage residing in the area 

of the near west side, in the past two deoades, have be­

oome more oommunity oonsoious. Thea!rparents were of 

pioneer stook, ambitious, and had great hopes for a better 

life in the new country. Hindered at first in their 

ambitions by the neoessity of making a living and by 

internal dissension, they presented a disorganized group. 

Thus the process of beooming a unified oommunity was a 

slow one and many agenoies were involved in this movement. 

In the earliest reports on the area covered by the 

West Side Community Center the problem of "different 

customs from different provinces" was evident. The people 

clung to the old world ideas and at first resisted efforts 

to educate and organize them. This was one of the big 

proQ1ems confronting the Center when it began operations in 

February of 1938.1 

1 Catholic Youth Organization, Brochure, 1946, pp. 17. 
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The program was made up with the idea that not only 

the ehildren, but also the adults should be considered, 

and that it should be a community project. A comparison 

of the earliest programs with today!s program shows that 

there has not been any great change in the basic struc­

ture of the activities. However, it is significant that 
a. 

there has been a def'inite tread toward more community 

participation. The expansio.Q. of' the program to tak'3 care 

of' the various neighborhood and community ne~ds, has 

steadily increased and this has been wisely done by 

centering the emphasis on the young people~s needs. 

In order to obtain a clear idea of' the Center's 

operations the members of' the staf'f were contacted, and 

time was spent with each as he or she went through the 

regular 'procedure during the week. Thus a day by day 

picture of' the activities was obtained. 

At 7:30 in the morning the maintenance man arrives 

and begins his duties. it'or the most part they consist of' 

getting the building warm for the day and attending to the 

general care of the boiler and maintenance rooms. At 

10 o'clock the janitor arrives and starts his work which 

centers around the upkeep and cleanliness of the building. 

The staff comes in at 2 :30 P.TIC. and usually has a meeting 
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before the children arrive at 3:00 F. M. During holidays 

and Saturdays the building is opened at 9: 00 A. M. to 

accomodate the members of the commun.i ty. i1lso at this time 

outside organizations make use of the facilities at the 

Center throughout the day. Eowever, their activity is 

confined primarily to the use of the gymnasium. Here they 

are scheduled in certain classes at different times than 

the regular members of the Center. 

Although the staff members are not scheduled to arrive 

until 2:00 P. I,C., the hours betw"een 10:00 A. Ll. and 

2:30 P. 11. are freque!ltly us~d for special work. Such 

things as planning for particular events like the Christmas 

:party take considerable time. The Director also utilizes 

this time for vsrious comnli ttee meetings with outside 

sgencies. On soma days he has person.al interviews with 

children who are special problem cases and caWlot be handled 

at any other time. He also writ3s reports, holds more ex-

tended staff meetings or inspects the physical eqUipment 

of the building. 

rit the present time no printed schedule has been 

published, but breaking down the v&rious features the fol-

lowing program is shown. 

.. 



APPENDIX 

PROGRAM OF THE WEST SIDE COMMUNITY CENT3;R WITH AN ALPHAB~TICAL LISTING OF ACTIVITIES 

ACTIVITY 

Athletics 

Crafts 

!m! 

3:30 - 5:30 P. M. 
7:00 -10:00 P. M. 
9:00 - 3:30 F. M. 
3:30 - 5:30 P. M. 
7:00 -10:00 P. M. 

4:00 - 5:30 P. M. 
4:00 - 5:30 P. M. 
7:00 - 9:30 P. M. 
4:00 - 5:30 P. M. 
4:00 - 5:30 P. M. 
4:00 - 5:30 P. M. 
7:00 - 9:30 P. M. 
7:00 - 9:30 P. M. 

Dancing 3:30 - 4:30 P. M. 
7:00 -10:00 P. M. 

Dramatics 3:30 - 5:00 P. M. 
Game Rooms 3:00 - 5:30 P. M. 

7: 00 -10: 00 P. M. 

Movies 7:00 - 8:45 P. 11. 

Music 7:00 - 8:00 P. M. 
9:00 - 2:30 P. M. 

Roller Skating 7:15 - 9:00 P. M. 

Scouting 7:00 - 9:30 F. M. 
7:00 - 9:30 P. M. .. 

DAYS 

M. , 'N. , F • , S. 
M. , W. , F • , S. 
Sat. 
Tue. &, Thu. 
Tue. 

Mon. &, Tue. 
Tue. &, Thu. 
jved. 
Vied. 
Mon. &, 'i'led. 
Fri. 
Vied. 

Boys 
Boys 
Boys 
Girls 
Girls 

Boys 
Boys 
Boys 

GROUP 

Co educational 
Girls 
Girls 
Girls 

AGE 

Grade School 
Over 14 years 
All ages 
Grade School 
Over 14 years 

8 to 10 years 
11 to 14 years 
11 to 14 years 

'1 to 10 years 
11 to 14 years 
11 to 14 years 

Fri. Vvomen's Sew Group 

M. , W. ,F. 
Wed. 

Girls '" 
Boys &, Girls 

Mon. thru Fri. Boys &, Girls 
Mon. thru Fri. Boys &, Girls 
Mon. thru Fri. Boys &, Girls 
Mon. 
Tue. &, Thu. 
Sat. 
Fri. 

Thu. 
Tue. 

Boys &, Girls 
Boys &, Girls 
Boys &, Girls 
Boys &, Girls 

Boys 
Scout Leaders 

Grade School 
Teen age 
Grade School 
All ages 
All ages 
All ages 
8 to 15 years tN 
8 to 12 years N 

Grade School 
.. 

12 years &, over 
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Before the staff arrives certain necessary prepara­

tions must be made in the maintenance of the building. In 

order that these things be done properly a maintenance man 

and a janitor were hired to take care of these details. 'rhe 

work of the maintenance man consists in the care of hesting 

the building in winter and making the necessary repairs to 
• 

the general equipment in the boiler room. The janitor has 

the responsibility for the cleanliness of the building 

consisting of the usual duties of sweeping, cleanliness and 

preparations of the rooms for the days activities. These 

various duties and the time they are performed are shown 

more clearly in the following chart. 

7:30 .tie M. -- 1;raintenanc9 mun arr-Tves 

1. Heats the building 

2. Does maintenance work 

in the boiler room 

10:00 J.~ • ]J!' 1'J.. -- Janitor arrives 

1. Sweeps, cleans etc. 

2. Prepares rooms for 

activities 

2:30 P. M. -- Staff arrives 

1. Holds a meeting and 

discusses problems 

2. Prepares for classes 



--
The objectives of the West Side Community Center have 

been set forth in Chapter II. The duties of the Director, 

therefore, are centered around the administrative perform­

ance of these objectives. He must eee that the functions 

of the Center work towards the accomplishment of the 

objectives. To do this, he sets the immediate policy of 
.. 

the organization. The staff is trained by him in a series 

of discussions and private interviews. From his professiona 

experience he instructs each member in the techniques to 

be used when oonducting classes. A special emphasis is 

placed on the understanding of, and proper treatment of the 

children, with the view that this will lead the child to 

become a better sooial being. 

Certain children using the facilities of the Center 
.. 

present behavior problems. In order to handle these eases 

properly the Director must hold personal interviews with 

them and integrate them with the program. At staff meetings 

these difficult cases are discussed and a careful oheck 

is kept by the Director through the reports of the members. 

Besides the Juvenile Counselling, the Director also inter­

views other boys and girls four or five times during the 

day, thereby keeping in personal contact with the children 

and their problems. 
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Although the Center's activities are concerned 

primarily with the younger element of the community, the 

Director's daily schedule includes another very important 

phase of promoting the Center's objectives. This is pub­

lic relations. One of the most important agencies in this 

respect is the West Side Community Council. A close 
• relationship exists between the Director and the Council. 

It is through it that most of the community projects are 

conceived and carried out. for it is a reflection of the 

community's trends and desires. Facilities at the center 

are always at the disposal of any community activity 

sponsored by the Council. Meetings are often held in the 

Center's staff room and the Director acts in the capacity 

of an advisor and interpreter of the Community's needs. 

II. EXPAIiSION OR RETRENCm~iT OF PROGRAM: 

A. The Staff has worked jointly with 
the West Side Community Committee 
on various community problems. 

1. Appearing with (Sic] repre­
sentative of the Committee 
at Juvenile Court on behalf 
of delinquent boys from 
our community. 

2. Co-ordinating the follow-up 
work by visiting the 
boys' parents and 
providing a wholesome 
recreational program 
at the Center. 
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3. The Staft is conducting 

part of its summer 
program out [Sic] at 
"Our Lady ot pompeii 
Camp. "2 
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Another example of the Director's public relations 

work is the Christmas party given at the Center in 1948 

for the whole community. Each year a different agency 
i-

on the near west side sponsors the party. Several hun-

dred gifts are donated by various business houses through 

out the neighborhood. Meetings are held at the Center to 

organize and work out the details of the party and the 

publici ty program is handled by the "Community News," a 

paper published for the people of the near west side by 

community members. For weeks in advance of the party the 

Director contacts various groups, agencies and people in 

an effort to make this event a true expression of neighbor-

hood cooperation. 

Of all the activities at the Center, the athletic 

program is the largest in respect to those participating. 

Because of the large number, gym classes must be restricted 

to one hour each per class. Classes for boys are held on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 3:30 to 5:30 and 

7:00 to 10:00 P. M. in the evening. On Saturday classes 

2 Anthony Inorio, director, West Side Community Center, 
Yearl! Report. Chicago, Illinois. August 1, 1947 to 
July 1, 1948, pp. 3. 

;0 
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are held from 9:00 A. M. to 3:30 P. M. Girls,' olasses 

are restricted also to one hour. They are held Tuesdays 

and Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:30 P. M. for gir+s up to 

14 years, and 7:00 to 10:00 P. M. for girls 1:5 years and 

older. Outside groups are also provided for and the 

schedule is made up to take oare of them. OnE~ suoh group 
i-

is the Chioago Resettler's Committee, made up of Japanese-

Americans who came from tbe West Coast during the war. 

They have a regular gym period on Monday from 8 to 9:30 P. N 

and last year (1947) a large mixed group atteuded. Until 

they obtain their own gymnasium they are free to use the 

facilities at the Center. 

The Director is a graduate of the University of 

Illinois Physioal Eduoat.ion School. He takes a very active 

interest in the athletio program although the e is 

regularly assigned, one gymnasium instructor. 

It is in these athletic olasses that the e 1s one of' 

the best opportunities for direoting the part oipants in 

a program that will contribute to a better, f ller and more 

efficient social living. Beside this general philosophioal 

objective there are several speoific objectiv s to be 

obtained. 

1. All inolusive objectives 
a. The prinoipal objeotive of 

the currioulum stated in terms 
of' the learner's oonduct is: 
participating in a variety of 

.. 
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sports according to 
social and hygienic 
standards, 

2. Conduct objective 
a. The conduct objectives 

listed in the outline ' 
are items of conduct 
(activities) which it 
is expected the students 
will engage in, in the 
future. ~ 

3. Control objective 
a. The control objectives 

listed are controls of 
conduct (skills, know­
ledge, dispositions and 
conditions) which the 
students are expected 
to aoquire to the end 
of attaining the oonduot 
objeotive. These are 
immediate objeotives. 5 

58 .. 

To obtain these objeotives, classes are taught in 

an informal manner, the prinoipal idea being; that, the 

student assumes responsibility for his own learning, and 

the instruotor serves as a guide, oounselor and examiner. 

However, they do not use the gymnasium as place where 

they may do as they please. There is a definite educa­

tional psychology in the training process. 

3 Ernest Giovangelo, unpublished paper, Physical Education 
University of Illinois, 1947, pp. 4. 

.. 
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The idea behind present day athletic programs goes mucr 

deeper than the mere building of healthy bOdies. Physi-

cal education at one time was taught with this end in view. 

vVhen athletic programs began to emphasize organized games, 

more and more students took part. This often resulted in 

the disappearance and rejection of activities necessitating 

the use of gymnasium apparatus. Finally the degeneration 

of athletic programs resulted in the theory that just 

"throwing out a ball" was sufficient for the needs of the 

participants. 

From the former idea of the development of strong 

bodies only, to the next step of emphasizing game 

participation, a new philosophy of physical education has 

emerged. Today athletic programs are being designed and 

carried out with definite educational objectives. 

1. The purpose of the school and social 
agencies is to provide for boys and 
girls experiences by which they can 
grow physically, mentally, socially. 
and emotionally, and by which, they 
can adapt themselves to changing 
conditions of living. Physical 
education has a large place in this 
modern scheme ot living. 

2. With the above thoughts and purposes 
in mind, this curriculum in Physical 
Education tor boys and girls was 
constructed specifically tor the Center. 4 

4 Ibid., pp. 1-2. 
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Consequently there is a definite system in conducting 

the program. Each participant is requested to bring a 

t-shirt, soap and towel, sweat socks, trunks and gym shoes. 

Ten minutes are allowed for dressing before classes begin 

and after classes showers with soap are compulsory. The 

classes are very well organized and the students are kept 

busy during the whole period. classified under the 

schedule of activities are the following, for boys up to 

14 years: 

I. Five Soccer Relay Games 
1. Soccer dodge ball 
2. Soccer keep away 
3. Long ball soccer 
4. Dribbling 
5. Heading 

II. Ten Relay Races 
1. Ball passing relay 
2. Goal shooting relay 
3. Leap frog race 
4. Circle relay 
5. Human hurdle relay 
6. Crab walk 
7. Dizzy lzzy relay 
8. Fireman's carry 
9. Down and up 

III. Ten Individual Athletic Events 
1. Standing broad jumps (performer's 

height plus 2 feet) 
2. High jump (height of performer's chest) 
3. Bar vault (height of performer's mouth) 
4. Floor dips (20 times) 
5. Running high kick (height of 

performer's reach) 
6. Pu~ups (12 times) 
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IV. 

7. Rope skips (100 times in 
1 minute) 

8. Rope climb (20 feet in 
10 seconds) 

9. Bar snap (performer's 
height) . 

10. Running springboard high 
jump (performer's height) 

Ten Semi-Organized Games 
1. Captain ball 
2. Six court basketball 
3. Corner ball 
4. Circle soccer 
5. Field ball 
6. Corner kick ball 
7. Fungo 
8. Long ball 
9. Rotation 

10. Tug of war 

V. Ten Individual Tumbling stunts 
1. Forward roll 
2. Cartwheel 
3. Squat balance (10 seconds) 
4. Knee shoulder balance 

(10 seconds) 
5. Head balance {IO seconds} 
6. Running board dive (2 times 

performer's height) 
7. Hand balance and forward roll 
8. Sitting backward roll 

(continuous roll to a stand) 
9. Chest roll from head balance 

10. Fish flop 

41 4 

The wrestling and boxing program will get under way 

in 1949. The room behind the gymnasium is being renovated 

to accomodate these sports and an extensive program is 

antioipated. 
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The game room is one of the most popular aotivities. 

It is the hub of the Center for here the ohildren are 

free to express themselves. The supervisor aots as a 

sort of amhassador and is the reoipient of the opinions 

and oritioisms of the ohildren. He has his finger on the 

pulse of the Center and is able to 4iagnose the feelings 

and thus make the proper reoommendations for improvement 

or ohange. It is equipped with 4 ping pong tables, a 

miniature bowling alley 8 feet long by 1 1/2 feet wide, 

oheokers. dominoes, miniature pool tables. eleotrio foot­

ball and basketball games, ohairside horseshoe and table 

games. It is open every day from 2:00 to 5:30 P. M. and 

from 7:00 to 10:00 P. M. 

The philosophy guiding the teaohing of the oraft 

program is to broaden and inorease the social experienoe 

of the individual. By aocomplishing this a service will 

be done for the child that will enable him to live a more 

complete and socially balanced life. To attain this 

objective the "whole" person must be considered and certain 

norms should be set up suoh as: 

1. All craft objectives must satisfy 
the individual~ psychological, 
physiological, sooiologioal and 
emotional needs. These vary with 
each individual. 



2. Criticism should be tactfully given 
according to the personality of the 
child. 

3. The socio-economic background of the 
pupil must be kept in mind as this 
helps to determine the type of in­
terest the pupil will develop. 

4. Children should be grouped in classes 
according to their age and ~ntelligenee. 

5. The individual differences of the child 
must be recognized. This is one of the 
most important of all rules for good 
~raft instruction. 

There are other norms to be considered also, which 

run parallel with good teaching habits. However, the 

emphasis at the Center is placed on the social experience 

of the individual rather than on the making of skilled 

craftsmen. 

The type of problems presented to the boys and girls 

classes depend on the age group, and they work at and 

endeavor to accomplish the following: 

Boys 8 to 10 Year Olds 
1. Anchor tie racks 
2. Napkin holders 
3. Braided key rings with 

identification tags 
4. Pencil holders 
5. Coin purses 
6. Monogrammed handkerchiefs 
7. Felt book covers and book marks 
8. Cigar treasure boxes 



-

9. Brick book-ends with 
paper covering 

10. Monogrammed tooth brush holders 
11. Jar vases 
12. Animals tor gardens and house 

numbers 
13. Hot pad holders 

Boys 11 to 14 Years 
The above items plus: 
1. Pencil holders 
2. Braided chains 
3. Pounded metal placques 
4. Pounded metal dishes 
5. Plaster lamp bases 
6. Book-ends 
7. Bird houses 
8. Tooled book marks 
9. Felt book covers and book marks 

10. Book marks designed and mono­
grammed 

11. Enameled and monogrammed loose 
leaf binders for school 

Girls 7 to 10 Years 
1. Leather belts 
2. Coin purses 
3. vlallets 
4. Knitting bags 
5. papier maehe work 
6. Plaster lapel pins 

Girls 11 to 14 Years and Women 
1. How to read and assemble 

a dress pattern 
2. How to cut material cor­

rectly 
3. Various stitches needed 
4. Color harmony 

4\ 

The Director of the West Side Community Center on 

March 15, 1948, employed a dancing instructor. The purpose 

of teaching the children the different types of dancing 



was to inorease their aesthetio experienoe and to 

broaden their oultural baokground. These olasses are 

held regularly on Monday t Wednesday and Friday from 

3:30 to 4:30 P. M. for the girls of grammar school age. 

Since this program was inaugarated there has been great 

interest shown, not only by the children, but also by 
a. 

their mothers who often come to the Center to watoh the 

progress of their children. Besides the regular dancing 

classes there is a "teen age" dance given every Wednesday 

evening from 7:00 to 10:00 P. M. It was neoessary to use 

this time because of the conflict with programs already 

scheduled for the weekend. However, before coming to the 

dance the boys and girls must have their school work 

finished and their parents' consent. Under this arrange­

ment the parents are satisfied because of the supervised 

recreation at the Center and the knowledge of their ohild-

rents whereabouts. 

With the inoreasing desire for cultural experience 

expressed by both parents and children, a new impetus has 

been given to the dramatics class. Under a professional 

actor, born and raised in the neighborhood a new program 

was begun on October 15, 1948. Classes are held regularly 

from Monday to Friday from 3:30 to 5:00 P. M. for both 

" 



'46 .. 
boys and girls of grammar school age. Such has been 

the interest in this activity that more than two hundred 

children will be in the Christmas play of 1948. At the 

dress rehearsal on December 7, 1948, a reception was held 

for the mothers of the members of the cast and refresh-

ments were served. From this successful expression of 
.. 

community interest it is planned to increase and augment 

these cultural activities. 

Another popular feature of the Center is the movie 

program. It is primarily for the boys and girls and takes 

place trom 7:00 to 8:45 P. M. on Monday evenings. An 

effort is made not only to entertain but to educate the 

children as well. This feature is always attended and 

has become a standard procedure. 

The music program is beginning to become more popular. 

Attendance at classes fell off during the past months 

because many of the instruments were worn out and had not 

been replaced or repaired since the war. A new impetus has 

been given this activity due to the Director's desire to 

give more aesthetic training to the stUdents. New instru­

ments are being obtained and old ones repaired. Finally, 

students majoring in music at De Paul University are 

teaching the boys and girls at the Center. Classes are 

held on Tuesday and ThurSday from 7:00 to 8:00 P. M. for 



-

the 8 to 15 year age group and on saturday from 9:00 A. M. 

to 2:30 P. M. for the 8 t9 12 year age group. A special 

room is provided for the class and instruments are kept 

in the room. Since the Drum and Bugle corps has always 

been so popular with everyone in the community a special 

instructor has been obtained to build up this organiza-

tion, and keep it on a high level. 

One of the reasons for not changing the teen age 

dance from l;V'ednesday to Friday is the roller skating 

program. On Friday evenings the grade school children use 

the auditorium for skating from 7:15 to 9:00 P. M. and 

since the children have become accustomed to this time, it 

was felt that a change in schedule would result in too 

much dissatisfaction. 

Of all the activities at the Center the Scouting 

program is considered one of the most important. Beoause 

.. 

of the recent war, however, this feature had to be curtailed 

because scoutmasters, directors and leaders were called into 

service. After the war the program was slow in getting 

started again because of the more immediate needs of the 

community and also because of the change in directors. 

On October 15, 1948, this program was given a new 

life when a committee of adults was formed to reorganize 
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and reactivate the boy scout movement at the Center. There 

are eight adults on this committee which is composed of the 

following; a ohaplain from Our Lady of Pompeii, a patho­

logist from Cook County Hospital, a laboratory technician, 

an accountant, the manager of the West Side Community 

Council and the fathers of three of ,the boys using the 
iIo 

Center. All committee members are residents of the 

neighborhood. There are 55 boys now engaged in the scouting 

program and they have their own meeting room on the fourth 

floor. 

Plans have been made to convert the meeting room into 

a log cabin to be built by the boys. Regular troop 

meetings are held on Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 9:30 

P. M.; and on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:30 P. M. the 

scout leaders of which there are nine, meet to discuss their 

problems and learn techniques in leadership. These boys 

range in age from 16 to 19 years. Since the boy scout 

movement is fundamental, it is planned to train these leaders 

carefully as a foundation for greater expansion in the future. 

Also in the near future the sea scouts will again be activated 

and there will be, for the first time, an organization for 

girl scouts. 

It is believed that through the scout movement 

primarily and the rest of the program secondarily, those 
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principles of good citizenship, and a full life can be 

best fulfilled. The particular charaoteristics of the 

neighborhood must be oonsidered; and for the Center to 

become an integral part of the community, the program 

must be one that helps to bind all the members of the 

. community more closely together. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE PROCESS OF INTEGRATION 

IN RELATION TO THE PROGRAM 

• 

A study of the prooess of integration of the west 

Side Community Center involves more~han just a study of 

the program itself; although it was through the program 

that community servioe was to be effeoted. Some under­

standing of what is meant by the term integration and 

prooess is needed. First of all these terms must be 

limited to the study of a partioular agenoy. What they 

mean in relation to the West Side Community Center is 

then the understanding of the degree to whioh the agenoy 

has or has not beoome an integral part of the oommunity. 

The prooess was the evolution of the movement toward this 

goal of oommunity servioe. 

The faotors that went to make up the oharaoter of 

the near west side of a neoessity determined the oharacter 

of the West Side Community Center. Such things as; the 

motivating forces that drew the huge mass of population 

to Chicago, the forces that determined the flow of 

immigrants to the near west side, and the settling of the 

50 
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Italian colony in this area, became deep social influences 

that determined the very life, habits and thoughts Of 

the inhabit.ants of the community. 

The process of this determination began in the very 

nature of conditions as they existed in the earliest days 

of Chicago. The small village of 1833 suddenly became a 
... 

hub of activity, since it was already the geographical 

center for trade routes East and West. This very location 

was a definite cause of the city's rapid growth when the 

immigrants poured in to the new metropolis. As they came 

in ever increasing numbers proper housing could not keep up 

with the increase, and only flimsy frame dwellings were 

constructed. Expansion of the city was rapid and by the 

middle of the Nineteenth Century conditions were such 

that crowded and congested living quarters were the accepted 

state. The shifting population moved steadily westward as 

they endeavored to escape this situation. The goal, ap­

parently, was to move away from, rather than to improve, 

the existing neighborhood. Crime, pestilence, and sordid 

social conditions could not but flourish, and reform move­

ments were ot little effect. 

This was the situation of the near west side when the 

Italians finally settled in it permanently. Torn by 
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factional strite, old world ideas, language difficulties 

and sub-standards of living, the people presented a 

chaotic social group. 

After these problems were creat~d by the neighborhood 

various attempts were made to solve and correct them. Of 

the various agencies engaged in this work the West Side 

Community Center was created, for it·was felt that the 

type of program it had to offer could best help the people. 

primarily it was to be founded on Catholic principles in 

order to help the people to become better Catholics. 

Secondarily it was to develop a community program that 

would involve not only the children, but would have those 

elements in it that would help to unite and to consolidate 

the older members into a solid group of citizens working for 

the betterment of the community. The stipulations under ~ 

which the Catholic youth Organization was to operate the 

Center are contained in a letter written by Clifford Shaw, 

Director of the Chicago Area project, in a letter to His 

Excellency Bishop Sheil. l 

Although the immediate objective of the Center was 

the prevention of Juvenile Delinquency, the adults were 

1 Clifford R. Shaw, director, Chioago Area project, 
Letter to His Excellency, Bishop Sheil. 1~38. 



to profit from and participate in the aotivity as well. 

Juvenile delinquency prevention was the 
immediate objective of the C. Y. O. when 
it assumed operation of the Community Center. 
Toward that end three approaches were utili-
zed. ' 

1. Special cooperation with the 
regular and special schools 
with reference to the problems 
of truancy and school a~justment; 

2. Cooperation with the local 
juvenile police officers, the 
probation officers and juvenile 
courts attempting to treat more 
effectively the delinquents 
within the looal area; 

3. The development of special 
programs for boys who were in 
need of special guidance or 
supervision. 2 

The earliest records of the Center state that the program 

was to be set up with this purpose in mind and that it was w 

to be integrated into the life of the people of the 

neighborhood. 

In its effort to be of utmost servioe to the 
people of the community, the West Side 
Community Center realizes that its objective 
will be reached only if the entire program is 
so developed that it becomes an integral part 
of the community life. In this oonnection, 
the Center has fostered progress by the west 
Side Community Center Counoil whioh has met 
regularly for the past year. 3 

Z cathol1c Youth Organization, OPt cit., pp. 19. 

3 Inorio, OPe cit., September 1, 1940 to September 1, 1941. 
pp. 20. 
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Thus the Center, through the administration of the 

program, was expeoted to beoome a sooial influenoe in the 

oommunity •. The prooess of integration in beooming a part 

of the daily life of the people was ,to take plaoe gradually 

through the following years. 

The prooess of the movement to this end is best 
~ 

reflected in a study of the yearly reports of the Center 

and a comparison and study of the problems in the early 

days and at the present time. The author had the opportunit 

of working at the Center in 1941, on a volunteer basis, 

and was able to gather first hand information through 

personal observation and by working with the staff. 

One of the signifioant factors in any organization is 

its members. Even at the saorifice of experienoed social 

workers, looal workers were hired to run the program as 

much as possible. This policy is still in effect today 

and though it may be open to question this much ean be said 

for it: 

1. That persons born and raised in the community understand 

the inhabitants and motivating forees behind their aetions. 

2. That the reeords of the Oenter show that professional 

workers oan be developed within the community and there is 

no need for calling in trained sooial workers. 4 

4 Inorio, op. eit., August 1, 1947 to July 1, 1948, pp. 2. 
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3. That if outside social workers were called in they 

would not get the cooperation of the community as the 

present staff is doing. 

4. That the present staff has not been confined to the 

views and opinions of the cb~~unity only. The Director, 

himself, is a graduate of the University of Illinois • 
• Others of the staff went through the experience of life in 

social surroundings other than the narrow limits of the 

community. They are among the young progressive members 

of the near west side who want to improve the area in 

every way.5 

In the early days of its existence the west Side Com-

munity Center becoming acclimatized had encountered many 

difficulties. 

Although the new Center was staffed by Community 

personnel it was questionable whether or not the Center 

was an ir~luence in the cultural lives of the people. 

One of the big factors that held back this movement was 

the clinging to customs of the provinces in the old 

country. The reticence of the immigrants in adopting 

the ideas and customs of the New World was due primarily 

to this. 

5 Inorl0, OPe cit., .August 1, 1944 to July 31, 1945, pp. 40. 

.. 
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¥mereas the older generation partook but little in 

the social life of the community, the younger generation 

has been ambitious. to improve conditions through com­

munity participation. This desire has, however, been 

aggressively evident only in the past decade. Since 1938 

a new feeling has pervaded the neighborhood. It has taken 

concrete form through new building and improving of old 

ones. Likewise juvenile delinquency is not as evident 

as it was before. How much of this is due to the west 

Side Community Center can best be determined by seeing 

how the. program has influenced the lives of the people. 

The question arises here as to the best kind of a program 

for this particular neighborhood. Primarily an agency 

of this type should be created for the use of the whole 

community for it can be argued that a program benefitting 

only one group is not a community project." There should 

be specific activities for all concerned and not a 

generalization in order to placate the adult group. The 

problem of full participation and a definite plan for all 

groups should be determined upon. Basically the whole idea 

hinges upon the Catholic Philosophy. Since it does, this 

most important point should permeate the thinking through, 

and acting upon, of any program devised. Following this 
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the program must not be a superficial one. Recreation 

for recreation's sake should not be the end and main 

purpose of such a program. The purpose; rather, should 

be a consideration Of the whole individual, a development 

of the totality of being, an understanding not only of the 

individual but also the process of development and educa-
• tion of the individual toward his final end, and to his 

immediate end as a good citizen of the country with a 

properly developed personality. 

Evidences of adult participation in the program of 

the Center became increasingly evident as the following 

excerpts show: 

B. The Young Mothers' Club composed 
of about 40 women, was organized a few 
months ago. This group meets every two 
weeks, and engages in social and 
recreational activities at the Center, 
under the leadership of our staff 
members. Many of these women are 
wives and mothers of servicemen, and 
every effort has been made to assist 
them in mgeting various war-time 
problems. 

However, in the year's report from 1943 to 1944 the direct 

participation of the fathers of the boys in the community, 

was requested to combat existing delinquency conditions. 

5 Ib i d., pp • 3. 

.. 



A potentially strong and useful group 
of men, numbering approximately ninety 
members, were organized as a "Fathers 
Union." The group met at the Center 
almost weekly to disouss some of the 
ourrent problems of youth, espeoially 
with regard to delinquenoy. This 
group, enoouraged by some of the parish 
priests, exhibited genuine interest and 
oonoern in the welfare of their children 
and in the oourse of the year worked 
together to eliminate a f~ conditions 
in the neighborhood that seemed to 
oontribute to delinquenoy. Several 
persons offered direot assistanoe in 
oonneotion with the program at the 
Center. The organization of this 
group thus represents a further step 
in our objeotive to seoure the widest 
possible partioipation of looal 
residents insdealing with the problems 
of children. 

This program is still aotive in a modified form. It oan 

be argued that the program was designed primarily for 

adolescents, yet the reports of the Center from the very 

beginning have stated that the Center was to benefit the 

whole oommunity. The progress, then of the Center was 

rapid in respeot to the eduoation of the ohildren, but 

the integration of the Center in the life of the neighbor­

hood was slow and laborious. 

Efforts were made to overoome exolusive oonoentration 

on the youth of the neighborhood. TWo methods were devised; 

1) A more aotive partioipation with the other agenoies, 

S lnorIo, OPe oit., August 1, 1943 to ~uly 31, 1944, pp. 3-4. 
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especially the West Side Community Council. 2) A direct 

appeal to the second generation, who by now were taking 

their part in the leadership of the community and the 

progress of the Center.? 

In the course of these formative years there were many 

problems to be overcome. Disagreem~nts as to policy, ob­

taining of the proper staff, indifference of the people, 

publicity of the program; all went through the prooess and 

change necessary to eventuate a program for the benefit of 

the whole community. Thus a proper perspective Of the 

present oan be obtained by an objective view of the past. 

Future planning can be based, then, on the determinations 

found in this review. Therefore, it was to the advantage 

of the West Side Community eenter that a new director was 

installed on January 1, 1948, after the former director had 

found it necessary to resign and move out of the state 

because of his wife's illness. 

By obtaining a new director, a fresh view of the 

problems at the Center will be observed. All the personnel 

have been imbued with a new desire to overcome these dif­

fioulties. Some idea of the new policies at the Center 

7 Inorio, op. cit. AUgust 1, 1945 to July 31, 1946, pp. 3. 



can be obtained through a study of the program since 

January 1, 1948. 

At that time these changes were proposed: 

6.0 

1. A need for aesthetic experience t'o broaden the cultural 

background. 

2. Through a program ot instruction in various musical 

instruments and choral groups. 

3. Through emphasis on the creative element in dramatics. 

4. Through citizenship classes sponsored by the Board of 

Education. 

5. Through merging of the "Vocation School" program with 

that of Sheridan Park. 

6. Through close cooperation with the West Side Community 

Committee in conducting a recreational program through 

out the year. 

7. Through a change in emphasis in the Physical Education 

program. The emphasis will be in developing citizen­

ship and social experiences by 

A. Teaching the participants how to settle differences 

in a democratic way. 

B. De-emphasizing competition and emphasizing 

cooperation in the Physical Education program. 

During the year of 1948 these objeotives have been 

accomplished in respect to the music, dramatic and physical 

.. 



education activities. The West Side Community Council 

recreational program and the citizenship classes have not 

as yet begun. These olasses were requested by Mexicans who 

have begun to enter the neighborhood. 8 As yet the number 

is small and this program is expeoted to get under way 

when more of them express their desire for it • 
• 

Because the West Side Community Council shows it has 

an influence on the people of the neighborhood, a very 

olose oooperation has been established. Since the direotor 

of the Center is a member of the Council there has been a 

new impetus to integrate the program at the Center more 

along the needs for the whole community. The Scouting pro­

gram shows this integration and the description in Chapter 

III indioates the soope and future that the program will 

enjoy. 

As yet, there are no specific plans for an adult 

program. The problem here concerns itself with the type 

activity that would be best, for past efforts have shown 

that various attempts to provide for the adults have had 

only temporary success. However, it is not enough that 

all groups participate in a set program. The main idea is 

whether or not the Center has played a part in bringing 

8 See Table II. 
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ou1tura1 experienoes and sooia1 eduoation to the people .. 

The program should meet these needs and unite the neighbor­

hood in one harmonious group. A possible answer to this 

~uestion is the seizing of the opportunity presented by 

the building ot the Congress street Highway. In oooperation 

with the west Side Community Committee, the Center has 
a. 

endeavored to eduoate the people ooncerning the advantages 

the community will enjoy through the construction ot the 

highway. The neoessity ot improving the appearanoe of the 

neighborhood, and conse~uent1y enjoying a justifiable pride 

in community accomplishment will more olosely unite the 

various interests of the people. This is a concensus of 

opinion among the young business and professional men in 

the community. 

Mr. Hulbert reported he finds it partioularly 
necessary to stress the following points: 

(2) There is as yet no plan and 
no planning and will not be 
until a fully representative 
group sets up a planning 
board, 

(b) Planning must be 
done looally and 
cannot be left to 
"downtown agencies." 

(c) Additional people 
are not being added 
to the present oom­
mittee; invitations 
to others aotually 
to join in the effort 
will be issued at a 
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later date after we 
have talked to many 
more people, 
The present informal 
group has no pre-
conceived ideas except 
that it wants to'work 
toward a planning a­
gency which will be of 
service to all kinds 
of people who want to 
improve their property 
and will create a plan 
to include various 
kinds of new housing, 
all kinds of community, 
commercial and industrial 
facilities. 9 
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It is through such projects, more than through the 

actual program, that the Center is engaging the attention 

of the adult members of the community. 

But the older people are becoming more aware of the 

Center through the participation of their children in its 

program, through these community projects engaged in by 

the Center, and through the sponsoring of such adult 

activities as wedding showers, programs planned for adults, 

and especially through the soliciting of the interest of 

the young adult class in the entire program. 

More emphasis and enthusiasm in planning and conductinj 

a program for the young adults, obviously is needed. 

9 Eri Hulbert, Executive Secretary, Organizing Committee, 
~ RedeveloEment of the Near West Side; Letter to 
CommIttee Members November 1, 1948. 



The previous errors and misjudgements have had an opportunit 

to be synthesized into a more praotioal viewpoint of the 

whole situation. A result of this, then, should be an 

overall program that will make the Center, a true expres­

sion of all the people in the oommunity thus oompleting 

the prooess of integration. 
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EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION 

The various factors that determined the cultural 

aspect of the West Side Community Center were themselves 

determined by the early history of Cpicago. From the time 

that the immigrants first. began flocking to the middle 

west the growth of the city was so great that social pro­

gress lagged far behind. Housing conditions were deplorable I 

and this oondition led in turn to equivalent conditions of 

vice, overcrowding and sanitation. Reforms were attempted 

but little real progress was accomplished. By the time that 

the great Italian immigration from 1900 to 1910 had run its 

course the near west side presented a picture of sooial 

ohaos. The shanties that were built to house the new 

cheap labor were inadequate both in respect to suffioient 

room and proper construction. Sanitation was grossly 

neglected, saloons were most common, and orime flourished. 

One of the most stubborn difficulties was that caused 

by the division of the Italian people into various factions. 

The people clung to the custom of the provinces from whioh 
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they came. Consequently there was a great deal of sus­

picion, oaution, and distrust. Instead of unity there was 

division. 

In the years from 1910 progress was slow, and the 

real work of unification began only when the second 

generation took its place in the affairs of the community • 
• 

By the time the West Side Community Center was founded 

in 1938 conditions had improved slowly through the efforts 

of various agencies and the second generation of the 

immigrants. However, a new evil had appeared in the form 

of juvenile delinquency, and this was one of the basie 

reasons for the creation of the Center. Bishop Sheil, 

realizing the need for aiding the children, established a 

branch of the Catholic youth Organization in this area. 

His aim was to take care of the spiritual, cultural, and 

physical needs of the children and adults in this 

neighborhood. The Center was to influence the lives of 

the people and awaken in them a desire to improve themselves 

and their environment. The program of the Center was 

planned tor the purpose ot making the Center an integral 

part in the life of the neighborhood, and basically it has 

not changed since its inception. Although the program was 



essentially tor the benetit ot all the community, it was 

through the work with the adolescents that this was to be 

accomplished. At tirst glance, it might appear that only 

the children would benetit trom the 'program, but with a 

deeper study ot the activities at the Center it can be 

understood how all the people ot the neighborhood could 
• 

use the tacilities tor their own particular needs. 

Year by year the program has been enlarged to include 

more adult participation. The Women's Sewing Club; the 

cooperation ot the tathers and mothers in the juvenile 

delinquency program; the scouting activities, using the 

young adults as scoutmasters, and directors; the dramatic 

program and Citizenship classes; the planning ot outings 

and tournaments with the cooperation ot the adults; and 

the recent drive to better the neighborhood in preparation 

tor the Congress Street Highway, are all manifestations ot 

the growing sense ot adult participation. The Center is 

becoming a tocal point tor meetings ot this latter type 

ot activity. Through the participation ot their children 

in the Christmas play ot 1948, parents who never before 

had been in the building, have become interested in what 

the Center is striving to accomplish. It is through such 

community projects that the Center is increasing its 
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usefulness.as an integrating and unifying force in the 

community. Because of the success of the Christmas play, 

it is planned to augment this program by increasing parti­

cipation. The purpose behind such an activity 1s to 

broaden the cultural experience and to increase the 

appreciation for aesthetic values in the children and adults. 
;a. 

What the Center has accomplished in the one decade 

of its existence for the benefit of the community can best 

be gauged by the opinions of the leaders who represent the 

people. Personal interviews were obtained with the 

following: 

Father Lawrence Dal Bon of Our Lady of pompeii Church, 

Father Emile Herbert, Pastor of Notre Dame Church, 

Uiss Marie Plamondon, Associate Resident of i~donna Center, 

Captain Phelan of the Maxwell Police Station, 

Officer Joseph J. Fleming, Acting Desk Sergeant, Maxwell 

Police Station, 

Father Clear, S. J., Holy Family Church, 

Mr. N. Taccio, Director of the West Side Community Council, 

Probation Officers of Juvenile Court, 

Mr. Clifford R. Shaw, Director of Chicago Area project. 

Father Lawrence Dal Bon of Our Lady of Pompeii stated: 

"The Center has been a definite influence in 
the neighborhood for helping to overcome 
racial discrimination. This has been ac­
complished through its program of teams 

j I 



in various athletic contests. The Center 
has also helped ~o unite the people and 
to bring about a better community spirit. 
MOre spiritual supervision is needed, 
however, for those partici~ating in the 
activities at the Center." 
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At a meeting of various community interests in the 

spring of 1948, at which the director of the Center was 

present, Father Herbert of Notre Dame Church, offered the 

opinion that; 

"Vernon Park should be made into a 
playground for children and not a park 
for older persons because if it became 
a park it would only be a breeding place 
for crime. The people of the neighbor­
hood should improve the surroundings of 
their own homes to take care of the needs 
of the older people." He added that, 
"Because the director of the Center was 
present at this meeting, it is a good 
indication of the trend towards improving 
the neighborhood that the Center is taking. tt2 

Miss I~rie Plamondon, Associate Resident of the 

r~donna Center told the interviewer that: 

"The ~Vest Side Community Center has been 
a cultural influence on both the younger 
and older people of the neighborhood. The 
people through this influence.have improved 
their homes and have united in a more 
harmonious group. Through the participa­
tion in the Center's program as well as 

1 Reverena Lawrence Dal Bon, Our Lady of pompeii Church, 
Interview, December 27, 1948. 

2 Reverend Emile Herbert, Pastor, Notre Dame Church, Inter­
view, December 27, 1948. 
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the program at the Madonna Center, and 
,other Catholic agencies, the people have 
been educated in the practice of their 
religion, and have come to realize the 
importance it plays in their daily' lives.,,3 

According to Captain Phelan of the Maxwell street 

Police Station who has been on duty there ,for the past two 

years, there has been little or no juvenile or adult crime 
~ 

in the area of the West Side Community Center: 

"I try to be at the scene of any trouble, 
and in my two years at this station there 
has been very little crime either juvenile 
or adult."4 

Officer Joseph J. Fleming, the Acting Desk Sergeant 

at Maxwell Police Station offered this information: 

"I have lived in this neighborhood 'for 
twenty three years. Ten to twenty 
years ago there was a great deal of 
crime in the neighborhood of the West 
Side Community Center. Gangs of boys were 
notorious, and such groups as the "42" 
ga~g were greatly feared. However in the 
past ten years these activities have 
dwindled a'way until now there is practical­
ly no trouble either from juveniles or adults. 
I attribute this decline to the programs of 
such places; as Bishop Sheil's Community 
Center; to the war, because the training the 
boys received broadened their outlook on 
life; the housing projects; education; and 
an increase in social agencies. All of 

3 MIss Marie Plamondon, Madonna Center, Interview, 
December 27, 1948. 

4 Captain Phelan, Maxwell Police Station, Interview, 
December 27, 1948. 



these have helped to create a new spirit 
in the people. The proof of this is the 
fact that in the past ten years there have 
been fewer and fewer calls for the police 
from that neighbOrhood. n5 
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Holy Family Church was the next'place visited. Father 

Clear, S. J. t of this parish told the writer that the Center 

has proven to be a definite help to the people of the 

community. 

"The '~Vest Side Cornrl1uni ty Center has co­
operated in everything asked of it. It 
has been very obliging and helpful in per­
mitting the use of its facilities to outside 
agencies. The Catholic Youth Organization 
program at the Center has been an important 
factor in overcoming the factional strife in 
the neighborhood. Through its social and 
athletic program it has helped to unify the 
interests and aims of the people. The Center 
is giving excellent training to the youth of 
the community by its careful supervision and 
strict discipline. The parents seeing this 
good effect have become more interested in the 
activities of this agency. The result of this 
particular phase is the developing of more 
responsible and better citizens in the 
community. The spiritual welfare of the people 
must not be neglected and there should be more 
supervision in this respect. tt6 

The West Side Community Council is one of the most 

active and progressive groups on the near west side. y~. 

Nicholas o. Taccio, the director of this agency had this 

:5 Officer Fleming, Maxwell Police Station, Interview, 
December 27, 1948. 

6 Reverend Clear, S. J., Holy Family Church, Interview, 
December 27, 1948. 



to say about the Center: 

They have learned the importance of community 
cooperation in promoting community affairs. 
Some of the boys of the neighborhood have 
grown up and are now on the police force, 
others are active in community affairs, while 
others have businesses of their own or strive 
to further their education. The people in 
general don't want to move out of the neighbor­
hood but do want to improve the~r property and 
the existing facilities of the community. The 
ivest Side Community Center has played a 
definite part in this process. It is expanding 
its program to include more of the community 
projects. Having the director of the Center 
on the Board of Directors of the Community 
Council helps the Center become more of a 
focal point usually in planning various 
neighborhood activities. This is also a big 
factor in helping to integrate the program at 
the Center with the needs of the people. The 
Christmas play this 1~48 year brought out many 
people who never before had been in the Center. 
The program through the children" is interesting 
the adult element more than ever so that more 
of them are becoming aware that the Center is 
for the whole community. There are some things, 
however, that would facilitate the program. 
A larger staff is necessary, preferably one 
developed from the community. More space at 
the Center should be utilized for individual 
Club Rooms. The staff should mlngle more with 
the older people and acquaint them with the 
program and show them how it benefits all the 
people. 

The causes of the change in attitudes was 
the influence of the war because it broadened 
the social expe;ience gf the people. The 
second and third generation has also changed 
the attitudes and feelings of the older generation 
through its active participation in the social 
and athletic programs of the various agencies 
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in the neighborhood. The fact that the people 
are now able to enter the industrial field more 
easily has helped to give them an added sense 
of responsibility, and finally the building of 
the Congress street Highway has inspired the 
people with a new pride in continuing and 
augmenting

7
the re-development of the near 

west side. 

In order to get a clearer picture of the decline in 

juvenile delinquenoy a visit to the ~uvenile Court was made. 

In the office or Mr. E. J. Nerad, head of the Boyst Division, 

there is a map on which is pinpointed the areas in whioh 

juvenile offenses are committed. Another map shows where 

the delinquent boy or girl resides. In the area of influ­

ence of the West Side Community Center. there were only two 

places indicated where a delinquent act had been oommitted 

and these were on the outskirts of the neighborhood. In a 

discussion with several probation officers who formerly 

worked in that distriot it was agreed that the sharp decline 

of delinquent activity in this area was due to the following; 

cooperation of the various agencies in the area, the efforts 

of the West Side Community Center in working with the parents 

the war, home improvement, education of the adults through 

the program of the Center, and the close oooperation between 

the probation officer assigned to the district, the west Side 

7 Mr. N. Taccio, West Side Community Council, Interview, 
December 27, 1948. 
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Community Council, and the West Side Community Center. 

The last interview was had with Mr. Clifford R. Shaw, 

Director of the Ohicago Area project. l~. Shaw is well 

acquainted with the work of the Center since the Chicago 

Area Project occupies two rooms at the Center for its work. 

It was under Mr. Shaw's Directorship that the building of the 
a. 

West Side Community Center was first handed over to the 

Catholic Youth Organization. One of the conditions by which 

the building was offered to the Catholic Youth Organization 

involved the question of utilizing the services of the 

Organization for the entire community's benefit. In com­

menting on the work of the Center ~~. Shaw offered the 

following observations: 

The ~Vest Side Community Center was not 
founded only for the benefit of the young 
people. It was the purpose of the Chicago 
Area Project that the Catholic Youth Organ­
ization take over the building on Vernon 
Park Place and conduct a program that would 
be useful and beneficial for all members of 
the community. It was also the desire of 
all concerned that the Center should become 
an integral part of the neighborhood. In 
reviewing the history of the Center it is 
evident that this has been done. The former 
director did an excellent job in planning 
and operating the initial program.. Like 
new enterprises there were many difficulties 
to," be overcome. Such problems as factional 
strife, juvenile delinquency and division of 
interests could only be resolved because the 
basic program remained unchanged. Today the 
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new director is augmenting ~ this program and 
has added a fresh viewpoirj.t;jirlt and new vigor to 
the activities at the Centee~er. The Center has 
matured and is now a definiloi te part of the 
neighborhood. This integra.6~ation has been 
possible because of the cJl..oo.Lose cooperation with 
other agencies in the cOffimU]fiaunity. Of special 
merit is the cooperation beeoetween the Center 
and the Churches, the 'Nest u Side Community Coun­
cil, and the juvenile delinnLn~uency authorities. 

Throughout the area thrluhere ~re twenty or 
thirty social and athletic e clulJs for young men, 
which have their own indivil~idual meeting places 
and club rooms. Helping to 0;.0 organize these 
clubs into a cooperative booeody has been part 
of the work of the Center. . In doing this the 
Center is becoming more cloo_osely connected with 
the interests of the people 9_a but this interest 

... 

is more than just promoting8~g athletics for it also 
takes into consideration th.n. he cultural needs of 
the people. It is by this -: type of cooperat ion 
that the Center has has shoTo_own that it is 
carrying out the purpose fo:o·or which it was 
founded. 8 

From the suramary of opinion Jl.Ii of the vari ous individuals 

interviewed it is evident that tHtthe Center has evolved into 

a mature agency able to take its as place in csring for the 

needs of the people. 

There is a new atti tude amolJoong the people concerning 

their community, a new spirit of ~ neighborhood cooperation. 

Because the West Side CommuL1lJuni ty Center has helped to 

unite the people through its pro§~gram the people have come 

to accept the center as a part ofl~f their daily lives. 

sir. Clif:Cord R. Shaw, Director"tr, Chicago Area project, 
Interview, December 28, 1948. 

-



76 • 

They do not feel that this agenoy is operated by someonl 

outside of the neighborhood but know that it belongs to 

them in the sense that the staff itself was born and raised 

among them. 

The result, then, is a place firmly entrenched in the 

daily lives of the people, a Center where the whole neighbor' 
a. 

hood may partake of the program and finally it is a Center 

that oan fulfill the spiritual, oultural and physical needs 

of the people in the area o'f inf,ll:le.nce because they can 

feel people of "their own" district are striving to make 

this Center inviting, social and cultural. 
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TABLE I 

cm.'IPARISON OF WHITE AND NEGRO POPULATION' BY C'El'{SUS TRACT 

1940 t lli THE AREA OF INFLUENCE OF TH9l WEST 

SIDE CO;,ITillNITY C~NT3!R 

RACE All Tracts 408 409 
No. Percent No. Percent No. Percent 

Total •••• 13,868 100.0 1,913 100.0 838 100.0 

Native White •• 9,567 69.0 1,271 66.4 618 73.7 
Foreign Born 

White ••••••• 3,840 27.7 637 33.3 220 26.3 
Negro ani 

Others ••••• 461 3.3 5 0.3 0 0.0 

~ 

RACE 421 429 430 435 
No. Percent No.· Percent No. Percent NO.Percent 

Total 3,838 100.0 4,691 100.0 277 100.0 2,311 100. 

Native White 2,599 67.7 3,518 75.0 193 69.7 1,368 59. 

Foreign Born 
'ilhi te ••••• 1,231 32.1 991 21.1 84 30.3 677 29. 

Negro and 
Others1 ••• 8 0.2 182 3.9 0 0.0 266 11. 

1 Includes 32 persons reported as "other races," 20 of whom 
are in tract 429 and 7 in tract 435. 
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TABLE II 

COMPARISON OF WHITE P.J.'JD MEXICAN POPULJ,TI ON BY C"BiNSUS 

TRACT 1940, IN THE AREA OF INFLlBNCE OF 

THE vVEST SIDE COM:rvlUNITY CENTER 

RACE All Tracts 408 409 
NO:'" Percent l'fo. Percent No. Percent 

Total 714 100.0 135 100.0 92 100.0 

white
1

•• 2••· 622 87.1 102 75.6 82 8~.1 
Mexicans ••• 47 6.6 20 14.8 7 7.6 
Not Reported. 45 6.3 13 9.6 3 B.3 

421 
No. Percent 

226 100.0 

213 94.2 
11 4.9 

2 0.9 

RACE 429 430 435 Other ~ 
No. Percent No. Percent- lio. Percent No. Percent 

Total 60 

1 Whi te •• },.. 59 
MexicansG • • 0 
Not Reported 1 

100.0 

98.3 
0.0 
1.7 

25 

25 
o 
o 

100.0 45 

100.0 40 
0.0 2 
0.0 3 

1 Includes 10 foreign born whites. 

100_ 0 

88. 9 
44. 5 
66 .. 6 

131 

101 
7 

23 

100.0 

77.1 
5.3 

17.6 

2 Includes 46 native born Mexicans and 1 foreigbL born Mexican 
Source: Registration Cards, West Side Communit~ Center. 
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