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1t was further pointed out that those who deliver the keynote

Speecggs arse not always regarded as the greatest oratofs‘of their
time .

After the platform, which will be discussed in a suc-
ceeding chapter, had been constructed and approved, the balloting
for the Republican nomination began. Since the delegates number-
2d 984, 493 votes were necessary for the choice. 341 delagates
werse committed by pledge to one of the four leading contenders:
General Wood had 124 pledges, Johnson 112, Lowden 66, and farding

39. The other delegates wers uninstructed bayond the obligation

28
of casting a courtesy vote for the favorits son until relsased.

The nominating speeches began on Friday, June 11,
with a total of twenty-two candidatas. ﬁarry 1. Daugherty,
Larding's campaign manager, purposely held the Spesch nominating
Harding back until toward ths end, so that ex-Governor Frank B.
Willis' sparkling, eight-minute oration would 1lift the tirad spi-
rits of the delegates.29 Harding's nomination received the most
spontaneous applause, although his three rivals had more protrac-
ted, albeit artificial, demonstrations. The people in the gal-
leries gave a tremendous ovation to Herbert Hoover's nomination,
but there was little enthusiasm among the delegates below,

Warren Harding just mis sed being defeated in the state

primary and came to the convention with a split delegation from

ohio. Before the convention opened, the choice men of his organ-
5% wditorial: "The Keynote opesechas," Christian Science lMonitor,
Juns 8, 1920

28 Adams, 145

29 Daugherty, 41

30 Adams, 146













45 ' 13
Lowden. They canvassed the poor pick of possibilities in gloom
and uncertainty. “

The names of Philander Xnox, Governor
Sproul, and others wers rajected as
not the figures to swing thes conven-
tion. Senator Johnson's chancas had
been run to the ground by his bad tac-
tics of tying himself into knots ovar
the Ieagus and neglecting to outline a
domestic policy. « « « Senator Rorah
had exhausted his influence in thes
battle to prevent Lowden or Wood from
gaining sufficient votes to win the
nomination. Charles %vans Hughes
could probably win the @ast but his
name was anathsma in the Weste.

Robert LaFollette, of course, no ¢ld
Guardist could tolerate. e could go
ahead, and flirt with the third par-
ties if he dared. Herbert Hoover,

e o o Who had come to the convention
something of an enigma though conceded
to be an outstanding authority on
Turopean affairs, an expert exscutive,
and an unsentimental, upright pro-
gressive, had been found to be an ama-
teur in practical politics without any
considerabie convention support. Lore-
over, he had hedged on his party affili-
ation until the last minute, and then
had declared himself a Republican in a
flabby statement that left him strad-
dling all issuss. 46

Nicholas Murray Butler was a college presidant and the country
had had enough of college presidents in the White House. Geog-
raphy was against Coolidge, for he was too far east; besidses,
Senator Lodge opposad him, thereby blocking his choice as com-
promise. '"Many believs that had Lodgs coms out in favor of
Coolidge at the mesting at the Blackstone, the4$elf-appointed

senatorial committas would have acceptad him." No sooner was

45 Adams, 153
46 Bruce Minton and John Stuart, The Fat ¥Years and the Lean,

Modern Age Books Incorporated, New York, 1940, 33
[ 47 _Fuesg, 259







51 15
lhe had no enemies. = His charm and attractiveness seemad to be

the key to his choice by the Uld Guard. Probably the deciding
factor was the belief tnat, as President, Harding would consult

and cooperate with the elders of tha Republican party in the Sen-
52
ate. Perhaps Harding had not taken his candidacy seriously,

put the party bosses had ayed him ssriously in the Weaks preceed-
ing the convention, as their first choice. True, they had turned
from him after his poor showing in the (Ohio primary, but now as
a possibility he seemed stronger than ever. %o was a regular

politician, not one to kick over the traces; he was sound on the
Loagus issus, having voted for strong reservations. Admittedly

he lacked originality and forece of character, but these could be
53
provided by the Senators.

A tentative decision having been rsached, Harding
was summoned befors the group. George Harvey addressed him

solemnly, saying:

We think you may be nominated tomor-
row; befors acting finally we think
you should tell us, on your consciencs
and before God, whether there is any-
thing that might bs brought against
you that would embarrass the party,
any impediment that might disqualify
you or make you inexpedient =lither

as a candidate or as President. 54

Harding asked for time to think, and was shown to a vacant room.
During the ten minutes that he was in there, whether he consi-

dered his relations with Nan Britton or the rumor that there was
Bl charles "illis Thompson, Presidents I've Known and TWwo Near
Presidents, Bobbs-lierrill Company, indianapolis, 1923, ooo

52 Salt, 510

53 Bailey, 303

54 Sullivan,63



















































































































CHAPTER III

‘Splinter Groups and Thelr Candidates

If ever there was a time when a third party was doomed
to failure, it was in the reaction of 1920. The Bull Moose
fiasco of 1912, furthermore, had convinced many that there was
no salvation to be had from a political party which lacked the
organization, funds, and experience necessary for an election
victory. Howeverr, a few of the splinter parties want through
the motions of a national convention to nominate twd candidsatss
and erect a platform for the Presidential election of 1920.

For meny years the Socialist party espoused the cause
of changs by evolution, the belief that somehow, sometime
capitalism would recognize the error of its ways and reform
itself.l But in the turmoil of the postwar decads, a group
within the perty, calling itself the ¥ilitants, wrged that
vigorous steps be taken to alter the status quo; the rightewing
faction, the Reformists, was in control of the party councils,
and as a result the Soslialist party talked more than it acted..
Indeed, it seemed as though the party had begun to avoid both
workers and laborers, concentrating on the malcontents and
intellectuals it hadi.garnered from the two major parties, to
build up the membership which had declined during the World
War.2 In 1919 the Socialist leader, Victor Berger, denounced
the Russian Revolution as vehemently as had Woodrow Wilson and

T Schriftgiesser, 59
2 ipid., 60

53




- 54
he urged the Socialists to lgnore the class struggle in order

that they might bring about reforms closer to home. So divergent
were the oplaions of its members in 1919, that the Socilalist
party was forced to call an emergency convention in order to
settle matters once and for all. In the midst of the wrangling
at the meeting, several factions walked out and planned to hold
their own conventions. One group formed the so-called Communist
| party, controlled by leaders of Russian extraction and looking
to the Kremlin for advice as to thelr political strategy and
tactics. A second party formed from the Socialists was the
Communist Labor Party, also looking to Moswow for guidance, but
less radical than the Communist pexrty.:5 The first convention
of the Comnunist Labor Party was shrouded in secrecy, because of
Attorney-General Palmer's drive against the Reds; the spot was
"somewhere between the Atlantic and the Pacific and the @ulf and
the Great Lakes."4 There the Communist Labor Party decided to
merge with the Communist Party; the result of this union was
called the United Communist Party. Realizing its weakness, the
Communist Party nominated no candidate to run in the 1920
election.

The majority of the Socialists remalhed loyal to their
original orgahization, and at a convention meeting in New York

in May, 1920, nominated their perennial candidate, Eugene V.Debs.

The leader of the Socialists heard of his nomination in his cell

at the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, where he was
3 Holcombe, 328
4 Schriftgliesser, 61























































“

and support of all true Amsricans 72

which makes me unafraid. With an

unalterable faith and in a hopeful

spirit, with a hymn of service in

my heart, I pledge fidelity to our

country and to God, and accaept the

nomination of the Republican party

for the Presidency of the United

States. 1

The moment it was decided that Harding was to stick
closea to home, the Republican candidate commanded numerous advan-
tagese. 1In the first place, he would never have to pressnt unpre-
pared speaches to handfuls of people, from the rear platform of a
train. The night before a scheduled spesch from the front porech,
thes text would be releassed to the press to be put on the tele-
graph wires. A second advantags in this types of campaign is that
tha candidate preserves his physical well-bsing and his dignity,
and he is less vulnerable to the slips and breaks which coms
from being over-tired. TFurthermors, the speeches ¢can be plannsd
with deliberation and thought, and tiresoms repetitions can be
avoided. On the other hand, the front-porch campaign obviously
elimihates giving millions ofzpeople the opportunity to see and
hear the candidats in person.

The strategists of the Republican campaign sent 7
George Harvey to Marion to write the speeches. Naxt‘thay setvup
publicity headquarters in Chicago, which were operated by Albert
Lasker, an advertising and publicity genius, and George Suther-

3

land, whosa term in theo Senate had expired in 1917. The front-

porch campaign proved successful largely bscauss of Harding's
1 Adams, 174

2 Sait, 497

3 Schriftglesser, 68
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Wilson, or just the desire for a change? The candidates 98
had one thing in common, their mediocrity. Each was ah Ohio
regular politician, safe, moderate, and lacking the qualities
and achievement which makes enemies.zOBoth were typlcal party
products and were chosen for their availability. If the
candidates chosen by the two major parties compared unfavorably
with their immedia te predecessors, it should be noted that
Roosevelt and Wilson might be termed political miracles. Ever
since the final establishment of the nominating conventions in
1840, it was not the general rule for the parties to choose
their foremost men as candidates.zzMen of ability, originality,
and leadership often represent some special or sectional
interest; therefore they are objectionable to other interests
within the party.zSFor that reason, great leaders were passed
by in favor of less capable men who were not offensive to any
particular bloc of delegates. Regarding the‘array of candidates
in 1920, it was remarked that they made James Buchanan look
like a strong and respectable figure.24

For a short time the Republicans were actually
fearful of a Democratic victory; Cox had a commendable
administrative record as Governor of Ohio; he was popular with
Labor; he opposed high taxes; and he prdmiged to enforce Pro-
hibition since it was the law of the land.85 To counteract
these advantages were the facts that Cox had been nominated
21 Holcombe, 304
22 1Ibid., 303
23 IDbid.
24 Oswald Garrison Villard,"The Ghosts at San Francisco,"

Nation, June 26,1920, 846
25 oOutlook, July 21, 1920, 528
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