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INTRODUCTION

The study comprises an attemnt to describe and interpret the work

bf the Society of the Lesy Auxilisries of the Missions. In this connection
emphesis has been placed on the orgenizational structure, professioneal
kraining, methods, and on an exemination of the overation of selected tesms

pf the Lay Auxiliaries.

Except for the provisicnal Statutes of the Society and the reports
bi the Middle-Eastern team (1949-1951), all the material was in French end was
trenslated by the writer. All documentary materisl wes accessible to the

iter through the kindness of Miss Yvonne Poncelet, oresident of the Society.
iss Jacqueline Dejaiffe, leader of the Americen team, elso generously assisted
in questions of transletion end interpretation., 7To supplement these data,

fhe writer hsd innumerable personal interviews with Miss Poncelet, Miss
Pejaiffe and other members of the Society, perticularly for the purpose of

clarification on the Reglement Interieure end the Statutes.

The writer was able to observe the activities of the Americean team
in the student center, Crossroads, 5621 Blackstone, Chicago, Illinois,
The work of this team with Orientel end African students was not included in

[this study since the center was established in 1951 end is still a developing

rogrem. Difficulty was encountered in securing informsetion on the volume
f work that was carried on by the teams since 1946 because ststisticsml
eports were not always available except for reports made by the teams in
orth Africe end in the European student centers, to the Belgian government,

iv
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Reports and correspondence describing the work of the teams were aveilsble
knd these were supplemented by versonel interviews with the president sand

Lcam members who were able to interpret conditions end vroblems encountered
bn the missions,

The study was divided for the purpose of presentetion into five
Fections. The first of these covered a historical development of the Society;
Lhe second, covered the organizationsl structure, recuirements for admission,

the preparetion of members end the concept of the teem as <he unit of work,

o demonstrate the operation of the teams, a third section was given over to
description of the work of selected teams, An article on the principles,
nds and methods of the missionery leity written by the president of the
Bociety, was translated snd included as an ebstract in en aprendix. The
%riter regarded this article as a definitive contribution to the concept of
the lay missionary. A second asppendix on the function of other lay missionary
krouvs throughout the world, pleces the work of the Society in perspective.
It is hoped thet these chapters, taken together, will serve to show
Ehe contribution made by a group of lay missionaries whose treining equips

them to work in the spirit of the recent encyclical, Evengelii Praecones,

'to establish the Church on sound foundaetions emong non-Christien peoples and

Place it under the native hierarchy",




CHAPTER 1
THE HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY

One of the great missionary figures of the twentieth century was
Father Vincent Lebbe {1877-1940) who renounced his Belgien citizenship to
become a Chinese citizen so thitt he could give his life entirely to the
service of China end to the Church in China, He was & ploneer whose ideas
revolutionized the old missionary traditions., In his comprehension of mission
jJdevelopment and trends, Father Lebbe foresaw the need of a deep formation of
o native ¢lergy not only because the native priest could more effectively
penetrate the community end persuede his countrymen of the truth, but a well~
formed clergy would be the basis of & netive episcopate.

Two significant missionary documents, Maximum Illudland Rerum

2
Ecclesiece, amplified these ideas of the need for the formetion of native
clergy end of their right to the episcopacy. REight months after the publica=

tion of Rerum Ecclesiae, Father Lebbe hed the joy of witnessing the consecra-

tion at Rome, October 286, 1926, of the first six Chinese bishops by His
Holiness, Pope Pius XI, The event was the practicel reslization, the concrete
illustration of the missionary progrem of Pius XI, "Pope of the Missions";

it signalled e new ere in the lif'e of the Church,

1 Benedict XV, 1919
2 Pius XI, 1926
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A new era creates new problems, The extremely rapid teoh;;logioal
developmer t of the countries of the Far East as they came into contact with
the West, resulted in a radical treansformation of their way of life, The
impact of the press, radio, movies, industrialization, required new techniques
for establishing the Church in this time of transition.3 The Chinese bishops
had too few priests to meet the challenge,

&t the request of the bishops, Father Lebbe founded in 1926, the
Society of Auxiliary Priests of the Missions, a group of diocesan priests
who placed themselves at the service of the native bishops, When Father
Lebbe returned to China in 1927, it was as the "servant” of one of the newly
consecrated bishops, Melchior Soun. The presence of Father Lebbe, and other
priests under the authority of the native hierarchy, witnessed to all that
the Church was indeed universal, meking no distinetion between race of ocolor,

Acutely eware of the immensity of the task to be done in the mission
countries where the Church was not yet esteblished or was not still not
sufficiently developed, Father Lebbe realized the veluable contribution that
could be made by trained lay missionaries.5 They would be able to penetrate
the various spheres of modern life and reach all olasses of peoples Through
their influence and example es nurses, teachers, social workers and doctors,
in living e dynemic Christian life, they could work towsrd the creation of a
Lnative elite, who, in turn would leter weld a Christien community capsble of

realizing en episcopacy end clergy. In this way the Church would be

, 8 Yvonne Poncelet, "Une nouvelle forme d'apostolat missionaire”,
La Cite Chretienne, Brussels, XII, 5-20, Aout, 1938, 595,

4 Levaux, Leopold, Le Pere Lebbe, Brussels, Editions Universitaires,
1948, 3045, -

5 1Ibid,




esteblished and the apostolate of like to like could be continued,

For this work of training native ley leaders, Father Lebbe turned to
Father Andrew Boland, Superior of the Auxiliary Priests of the Missions in
Brussels, Belgium, urgently requesting him to found a society of lay women
who would assist the bishops and priests in the work of the apostolste. The
seed of this idea germincted slowly.

Throughout Burope, the peremnial vitality of the Church was assuming
a new dimension in contemporary religious history as seen in the fecund action
of the laity. Aware of the responsibility of their spostolic vocation to
witness Christ, the laity were beginning to work under the direction of the
hierarchy to build the Christian community, the Church, visible orgenism
through which Christ lives and acts in this world. This collaboration in the
apostolate of the hierarchy was being effected through the professional and
social life of eech individual.

The missionary bishops also envisioned the formation of groups of
lay people who, sharing in the missionary vocation of the Church and steeped
in the dootrine of the Mysticael Body of Christ, would, each in his own pro-
fession, work toward the extension of the Church in mission countries, From
1930 onwards, Feiher Boland received numerous requests from the missionary
bishops for lay women workers,

In a personal interview with the president of the Society, the
writer learned how plans for the new organization were gredually formulated
by Father Boland. It would be a society distinguished by its universality,
accepting young women of all races and all countries. They would work in
teams in the service of the missionary bishops, Under the inspiration of
T‘ather Boland, two young women began their studies at the University of
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Louvain in Octocber, 1935,6 to prepare themselves for the servicé of a native
bishope It was not until the completion of e survey made by Father Boland in
China in 1937, that the formal organization of the Society was considered,
Father Boland had discussed the possibility with more than twenty-five
bishops; all without exception urged him to send them as quickly as possible,
teams of young women who hsd a good basie spiritual formation,

In August, 1937, at an informal meeting of Father Bolsnd and the
first members of the Society, the prirciples snd objectives of the new
Society were established along the lines of the Auxiliary Priests of the

Missions, end the Soclety would be known as Lay Auxiliaries of the Missions.7

Lay workers were especially needed in China, where many young
women wished to devote themselves to the service of the Church, yet did not
wish to be religious, In order that the work in the missions could have
continuity, the new Society would work in teams and live in community. To
establish authority and-unity, they elected one of their members as president
or team-laader.s To keep intact the lay character of the group, the membership
of the Society would accept or refuse candidates. Three months after entering
the Society, the candidate would meke a temporasry promise and would receive
the uniform of the Society. The cheplain, Fether Bolend, would be the
spiritual director of the group. At this meeting, it was further decided
thet one of the teem would study medicine, snother social service, while 8

third would have responsibility for the management of the house and also

6 Yvonne Poncelet and Solange de Menten de Horne.
7 Minutes, Auxiliaires Laiques des Missions, 27 Aoﬁt, 1937,
8 Ibid.
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teke ocourses at the University of Louvain, Their apostolic objective was also
determined; the first team would be sent to Nanking, China.g
A house of formation was formelly opened in Brussels in QOctober,
1957, A month later, when the Society was honored by the visit of His
Excellency Bishop Paul Yupin of Nenking, China, he confimed the necessity
for a foundation such as theirs and encoursged them with his counsels,.
Bishop Yupin assured them that
Your Society of young lay women in the service of the missions
is at the present time, a necessity in the Church and I am
harpy to see its realization. Your organization is celled
upon to pley a great role in the extension of the Reignlaf
Christ not unly in China, dbut in all mission countries.
The president promised Bishop Yupin to send him the first team of the

Lay Aaxilieries,

In 1938 at Rome, the president snd her assistant received the
blessing and encouragement of His Eminence Cardinel Fumesoni-Biondi, Prefect
of the Sacred Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith. Monsignor Celso
Constentini, elso of the Propagation of the Faith, urged the new Bociety to

remain lay, so that you will be able to penetrste into all
milieux; to be the leaven in the dough, and to carry every=
where the witness of Christ; to be totally at the service of
the Church in the missions; to give the lay missionary a

very solld spiritual, moral and professional formation; to
suthorize only departures in smell groups under the authority

8 Ibid.

10 Aux Jeunes Qui Veulent Servir, 1937, 41 "Votre Société de jeunes
filles lalques au Service des missions est, & l'heure actuelle une nécessite
dans l'Eglise et je suis heureux d'en voir le realization. Votre organization
est appellée a jouer un grand role dens l'extension du Regne du Christ, non
seulement en Chine, mais dans tous les pays de miseions",




of a team leader.ll

Monsignor Constentini also felt thet only youﬁg women who would resolve to
consecrate themselves totally and for life fto the apostolate in the missions
should be admitted to the Soclety.

On a visit to Rome, Father Boland also discussed the work of the
Society with Cerdinal Fumasoni-Biondi, Father Boland realized that, while
the Cardinel was particulerly interested in the Society as a new form of
missionery sctivity, he hed some questions about the practical aspects of the
life of lay women in the missions, The interest of the Csrdinal reflected a
certein realism and prudence regarding the provisions made by the Society
for the health end old age of its members, as well as its taking into account
the discouragement and frustration frequently experienced in the apostolate,
Father Bolend explained to the Cerdinal about the long preparation that the
young women would meke before departing for the missions in teems, and this
only after & sustained experience in group living; of the adventages of
commuriity life in the missions; of the responsibility of the team~ieador to
the Bishop for the work of the team; of the assurance of security for the-
security forithe migsionary in illness, noneadaptation to climate aend in

old age.lz

11 Aux Jeunes Filles Qui Veulent Servir, 1947, 20: "Rester laiques,
afin de pouvoiT pénetrer dans tous les milleux, 8tre le levain de la nhte, et
porter partout le teémoinage du Christ., BEtre totalement au service de 1l'Eglise
en terre de mission. Donner a ces missionaires laiques une treés solide fore
mation, spirituelle, morale et professionelle, N'autorizer que les départs
en petits groupes, sous l'autorite d'un chef d'équipe.”

12 Abbe Andre Boland, "Retour de Rome", Cahiers des Auxiliaires
Laigues des Missions, I1I, Avril, 1939, 3-4,
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Father Boland was particularly fitted to interpret the ne;ds of the
new group since his own Socliety, Auxiliary Priests of the Missions, was given
officially the status of society of diocesen right at Banneux, Belgium on
June 1, 1939, It wes also the occasion of the first public promise of the
first members of the Ley Auxilisries of the Missions., At this time Bishop
Kerkhofs of Liegelssaid that it was a "glory for the diocese (Liege) to see
the Society of the Auxilisries of the Missions establish its mother~house
here", Bishop Kerkhofs counselled them to become strong souls, to be apostolig
end ardent in carry}ng/afar the light of the gospel,

By this time, however, the shadows of World War 1I were already
over Europe, In e personal interview with a member of the Soeiety, the writer
learned that for the Society this meant a postponement of plans and projects,
as well as the beginning of great financial difficulties, of frequent moving
from one place to another, of repested requisitions of property, and finally
the dispersion of members,

Imnediately aefter the beginning of hostilities, May 10, 1940, the
Belgian govarngont ordered the evacuation of all those who were able to laave
the country, PFollowing the instructions given, the Society dispersed and went
into the south of France where the members remasined with friends and relatives
until July, 1940, when they were permitted to return in small groups to
Belgium, In the meantime, food became very scarce because mll the harvest
was being sent into Germsny. On their return to Brussels, they found the
situation created by the occupation, difficult enough, but they placed them-

selves at the service of groups working with refugees and resumed their

13 Discours de Mgre. L. J. Kerkhofs a Banneux, Juin, 1939,




comrunity life .14

The Society was given responsibility for the reorgenization snd
direction of a community center for foreigners, which the Germens had sbendoned
A term of five worked at this center with expatriated people from thirty-two
countries who were from all walks of life, without money, without political
protection end much in need of moral and spiritusl help, Since financial
assistance was given by another relief orgenizstion, the team organized recre=-
ational and spiritusl activities for the groupe Religious discussion groups
end inquiry classes not only stimulated interest in the Church but actually
resulted in many baptisms, an? in & return to religious practices for others,
[#inter Relief Services coorginated all the orgenizations and bureaus of assis-
tenee for refugees in July, 1941, thereby discontinuing the operation of the
community canter.l5 The excellent results of the work of the center, during
the year of operation, seemed to illustrate that the formula of the team could
be adapted to diverse social problems and yet permit a few people to share
effectively the responsibility of the work to be accomplished,

Those who had completed their training in 1941 were unable to leave
for the missions due to the war. They sought instead another outlet for their
jmissionary activity and during Lent, organized at Llege, a series of mission=-
ary conferences. The principal result of these conferences was the formation
of several missionary circles of young girls who met each week to study the

encyclicals, Maximum Illud and Rerum Ecclesiae, &nd the doctrine of the

14 Statement of Jecqueline Dejaiffe, personal interview,
15 1Ibid.




J 9
Mystical Body. At the insistence of these children, the Society oréanized
holiday camps where informal instruction on basic missionary ideas was given,
Encourzged by their interest in the missions, a group of "volunteers of the
missions” was officlally organized in August, 1941, under the authority of
Bishop Kerkhof's and with encouragement from Rome, This group had among its
objectives the diffusion of the missionary ides; to interest Cgtholics es
well as non-Catholiecs in the missions; to convince them of the urgency of the
problems of the missions; to popularize the appeals of the last two Popes in
the missionary encyclicals; to encourage interest in pontificel works,

This attempt to educnte others about the missions had its comple~-
ment in the house of formation, A formal program nf studies was initiated
for the first time for young women entering the Society in September, 1941.
Courses in theology, philosophy and missiology were given in the house of
formation, while additional courses in Church history end Buglish were offered
at the Jesuit COllege.in Brussels, Th;a wes the reslization of the intensive
spiritual, moral and professional training recommended by Monsignor Constan=
tini, The spiritual formation of the young Society received a grest impetus
when in December, 1942, His Epinence Archbishop Van Roey gave the Society
permission to have a chapel in the house. The first Mass was celebrated by
Father Boland on January 13, 1943.

Vbcations,‘in the opinion of the president, became more and more
numerous although they were restricted to Belgium because of the war., The
house of formation et BO Rue Amazon, Brussels, soon beceme too small for the
needs of the growing Society., By September, 1943, a family of twenty-three
moved to a beautiful property at Boitsfort, a suburdb of Brussels, but not

without consideraeble diffieculty since this wes during a time of heavy bombing.
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The educational and spiritual progrem continued in spite of the war, Teams
ere prevaring for future departures for the missions bi‘déepening their
knowledge of the languages and customs of mission countries so that one of
tthese teams would be ready to leave for the missions at the end of the war,
The president related further how their residence at Boitsfort was

short~lived, since three months later the Germans reguisitioned the house,

ithin twelve hours the house hed to be at the disposition of the Germans,
ndaunted by such an order, they found another house in the neighborhood and
ith the help of friends moved their possessions before the expiration of the
twclve hour period. After ten deys, however, regular routines were resumed
legain, Heavy eir raids on Brussels during May, 1944, resulted in heavy civile
isn casualties and great destruction of property., At the request of Civil
efense,»the'SOOisty offered its services to the Red Cross and assisted other
Eelief orgenigations., Financial difficulties and scarcity of food, were prob-
lems faced by the Society during this critical period. Most of the merbers
ent out to work in other agencies in the city, where, at the seme time, they
Eerfected their professional skills, Others organized summer camps at
Brussels and Liege for the "volunteers of the missions"™, This work continued
until the liberation of Belgium in Sevptember, 1944, when the work of formation
fjvas again resumed.

When His Excellency Bishop Yupin visited the Society in August, 1945,

e gave a new focus to their formation, At this time, Bishop Yupin outlined
ome of the details of his plans for the first team scheduled to work among

he seven million people in his diocese 1n Nanking, Chiné. He requested that
he team have at least six members, He promised that not only would they have

chaplein but also a chepel, stressing that only in the Blessed Secrement
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would they find the source of their strength and coursge in their apostolete,
pfter his return to Chine, Bishop Yupin wrote to the council of the Society
saying that he hed a small house for the Nanking team and th:t he was also cons
sidering a program of studies for their first year in China.
Meanvhile, other bishops in Chins, Indochine, North Africe &nd the
Belgisn Congo, were requesting the Society for teems to assist them ia the
gpostolete in their dioceses. Because China was still torn by civil war, the
council of the Society decided after prayerful deliberstion, to send the first
team to the Belgian Congo.
This decision was the prelude to an unforgettable year for the

Society: in 1946, the statutes of the Society were officielly recognized by
Rome; the departure of the first teams for the Belgian Congo and finslly the
house of formation moved into permanent gquarters. Recognition of the statutes
of the Society occurred on March 28, 1946, Bishop Kerkhofs of Liége, in send=
ing the authorigzetion to Father Boland said

‘e & o you know with what sympathy 1 have followed the beginnings

and the development of the Society; you know slso how happy I have

been to state that not only the bishops of China await you with ime

patience, but that Rome, always sc reserved in the face of new

undertakings, wishes to grant me officially the authorization to 17

orgenize and develop the Society after the proposed statutes , . »

Such development was also anticipeted by Bishop Cleire of the

Society of White Fathers, who was very cager to have the Society orgsnize

16 Georgette Wilmet, "Son Excellence Mgr. Yupin chez les ALM",
Cahiers, IX, Octobre, 1945, 4.

17 Lettre: Louls~Joseph Kerkhofs, 28 Mars 1946, ", . « vous savez
avec quelle sympathie j'ai suivi les députs et les developpements de la
Sociétd; vous savez aussi combien j'ai eté heureux de consteter que, non suele 4
ment les sg&ques de Chine vous attendent avec impstience, meis que Rome, tou~
jours si réservée en fece de nouvelles initietives, a bien voulu m'accorder
officiellement l'autorization d'orgenizer et de developper la Societé dtapres
les statuts proposéds,"
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socisl welfare and educstional progrems in the native cities end workera?
camps of the Belglan Congo where more than 40,000 men, women and echildren
lived and workeds The vicewpresident of the Society made a survey in April,
1646, of conditibns under which the team would work, in an attempt to analyze
the needs of these ocmmunitiés.

L'Union Miniere of High-Katanga, one of the largest mining companies

in the Belgian Congo, wes aware of the sociasl and educational needs of the
four work camps in the community and were particularly interested in organize
ing social centers there. Medicel, social and educaticinal centers had been
successfully eatgblished in the neighboring cities of Leopoldville and Elisaw=
bethvills by other groups, but the unmet needs of the region offered a tremene
dous opportunity for furthsr socisl work.la

The council of the Society in Brussels, after receiving the report
of the vice-president on the social conditions of the Belgien Congo, decided
to send two teams to Apricas They were to work toward the development of a
family welfare program in Costermsnsville and in Kolwezi with s peciel emphesis
to be placed on femily life education. The Costermensville team, composed of
two soci-l workers, one of whom was also a nurse, and a third who was & mid-
wife, would be employed by the Belgian government to orgsnize a family welfare
program, The Kolwezi team, composed of two group workers snd a social worker

would be employed by L'Union Miniere, a priveste corporation, to establish a

social cente{}/
Members of the Costermansville teeam, in addition to their profess-

ionel training took special courses in the School of Tropicsl Medicine, Anvers,

18 Statement by Yvonne Poncelet, personal interview,
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Relgium, lAfter en apprenticeship in the medicel and socisl centers of
Leopoldville, they would rejoin their team leader at Costermensville. His
Excellency, Bishop Cleire, arrenged for them to live in a small house beesuti=-
fully situated overlooking Lake Kivu, A second teem left Belgium by plane for
Kipushi in December, 1946, vis Leopoldville and Elisabethville, At Leopolde
ville, they became acquainted with African life by visiting various missions,

schools, medical and social centers in the community. After interviews with

the director of L'Union Miniere, the team decided to begin at Kolwezi to work

towerd the establishment of a nursery school.lg
In Brussels, plans for the expansion of the training program were
maede possible by the acquisition of a new property at 90 Rue Gachard, spacious
enough to accomodete more then sixty persons. The first international student
center, Carrefour, was also opened in Brussels for the use of foreign studentsH
Carrefour, was to be a source of spiritual end intellectusl enrichment for
students, a crossroads of ldeas and friendship, a home with students of other
races end other countries, (reat numbers of Chinese students hed been attend-
ing the Buropean universities since the end of World War I. These potential
leaders were to be found especielly in those educational centers where anti-
Christian professors had the greatest influence, These snd other foreign
students, the Society hoped to reach through the activities of Carrefour,

Four members of the Society still intent on preparing for their
future apostolate emong the youth of China, went to England where they studied
English, further perfected their nursing techniques and exemined the programs

of the Cethollic Action centers, Encoursgement from the Congregation of the

19 Ibid.
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propegende of the Faith in Rome, came under the form of a substential subsidy
to cover the passage of a team to Nanking, China, This seemed to confirm the
confidence the the ecclesiastical authorities in Rome had placed in the Society
end also emphasized the importence that the Church had attached to the lay

apostolate in mission countries.

Official recognition of the Society by Rome occurred on Jrnuary 26,

1947, when it was esteblished as an association of diocesen right by His

inence Cardinal Van Roey of Malineszoin whose diocese the house of formation
as gituated, It was to be an association of dioccesan right without vows,
ollowing the statutes which had been examined by His Iminence Cardinel Van
Roey. The statutes were provisionary, subject to modifications and changes
fhen these were deemed necessary or useful,
This wes the fulfillment of a long cherished desire of the Society.
Three months later, another dream was brought to fruition when the third team
jaccompanied by the president, departed for Nanking, China. With the cessation
of hostilities, a team was ready for the service of a Chinese bishop; it was
composed of two nurses and two university instructors. At the request of
Archbishop Yupin, they were to study Chinese and then later to orgenize medi=-

cal and educatlional works after they had mede a thorough study of the needs

[f the community. They were to follow the inspiring example of Father Vincent

ebbe, who had died in the service of the Church in China, seven years earlier

20 Lettres Son Bminence J. E. Cardinal Ven Roey, 25 Janvier 1947,

a Sscree Congregrtion de la Propagande ayant examine ces statuts nous a
lLutoriso, par sa lettre du 26 Novembre 1946, a proceder a l'érection canonique,
a titre experience, de la dite Société en association de Droit Diocesain, cone
formenent sux cenon 492, I et 674 du code de Droit Canonique. En consequence,
nous erigeons la "Societé des Auxiliaires Laiques des Missions Catholigques" en
essoclation de droit diooeSain, sens voeux, sulvant les statuts dont nous
avons pris connaissance,”
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on June 24, 1940, in Chungking. Like Father Lebbe, they were ready to give
themselves totally to China, to know, to understend and to love the Chinese
juntil they beceme one of them.’
Gradually, informal classes and clubs were organized by the team for
the community where Protestant and non~-Christian students exchanged Chinese
lessons for lessons in French and English, A tentative work plan submitted
by the president to Archbishop Yupin before she left China, anticipated a
large socisl center in which the social snd medical activities would bs coe
ordinateds These included a dispensary, prenatal clinic, hostel for young
girls, library sand restaurant.
The president also discussed plans for the future work of the
Society with His Eminence Cardinal Tien, His Excellency Monsignor Riberti,
and professors of PuJen University., They agreed that Peiping, cultural center
of China, secmed t0o be an excellent location for another house of formstion
for Chinese girls, many of whom were interested in devoting their lives to
the Church in the service of the lay apostolate, In this seme house, European
members of the Society vould learn Chinese under idesl conditions; also,
Chinese and- Buropeans working together in an etmosphere of friendship and
understanding could accomplish the formetion of a Catholic elite,
After months of study of Chinese, a second team composed of three
nurses was placed in charge of a small hospital in November, 1947, It was
called "Ming Sheng", founded in Peiping by PFather Paul Gilson, S.M, A friend
of the Society, Dr. JeaneMarie Tan, acted as chief-of«staff,
Upon completing the survey of conditions in war-torn Chine ard ob-
serving the work of the two teams, the president related to the writer how

she went to Africa where she reviewed the work being dorne by the teams at
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Bukavu end Kolwezi, The efforts of the two teams cortinued to be fééussed on
family educetion for netive women. At Bukawu, the classes in homemaking,
child care end hygiene were oriented toward the realization of & socisl center
for women, A similar program was being given at Kolwezi,

The president realized that the needs of the sociml apostolete on
the missions needed to be brought to the attention of His Hpliness, Pope Pius
X111, BShe went to Rome in March, 1948, to report to His Hoiiness, on the work
of the Society end also of the development snd extension of the lay apostolate
in the missions., His Holiness in giving his blessing to the Society, encour=
aged the members to remdin lay, penetrating all milieux so as to extend the
field of recruitment to all countries, His Hpliness was especially interested
in the projected plans for a house of formation in Peiping, China.21

By this time the Nanking team was working toward a reelizetion of
the objective of adaptation to their adopted country. This was being accom-
plished through part-time teaching: one member taught at the National Conser-
vatory of Music; snother taught French and English to a group of Chinese Army
officers, A third member worked at home with students and interested people
in the neighborhood where she wes available for help arnd counsel; this was
also an opportunity for an example of Christien hospitality, considered by
the Chinese as an imtegral part of family living,

By April, 1948, the team was ready to open a dispensary for service
on three days a week for more then a hundred out-patients. Two nurses visited
those patients who were not sble to come to the dispensary. An obstetrical

nurse was available to women who could not afford the expense of hospital

21 GStatement by Yvonne Poncelet, personal interview,
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confinement. A physician, professor at Central University in Nanking, gave
his services weekly for examinetion and treatment, The p:tients were asked
to pay a small fee to cover the cost of medicines,

Instruction on hygiene and child care was given by the team as they
observed the extreme simplicity of the standard of living on home visits,
They used these opportunities also to dlscuss working conditlons, wages, as
well as problems of femily life and educrtion, The menbers thought that there
was obviously a greet need for an educational progrem for young women, with
en emphasis on medical informetion and practical courses in homemeking. The
team found thut trachoma was very prevalent in the area due to the lack of
personal cleanliness; skin diseases, malnutrition, dysentery, cholera, anemis,
blighted the lives of the people, Contagion was almost always fatal due to
the impossibility of isolating carriers becau#e of the custom of the entire
family sleeping in the only aveilable bed.zs

An effort was mede by the team to make their home a center of
Christisn influence and femily lif'e; they were always ready to assist in
neighborly services as a.means of becoming better acquainted with the people
in the district. Each dey Catholic students eand catechumens from the Univer-
sity assisted at Maas in the chapel. Other groups ceme for instruction in
preparstion for the sacresment of Baptism, Liturgical feasts were always
celebrated with great external aolemnity.z4

Numerous friends, Oriental and French among clergy and laity

22 Nanking team, Annual Report, 1948, Nenking, China.

23 Ibid.
24 Ibid,
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who were aware of the grave problems faced by foreign students living in the
large Buropean cities, requested the Society for amother international student
genter. In January, 194¢, a second Carrefour was opened at 81 Rue Madame,
peris, with the approbation and encouragement of His Eminence Cardinel Suhard
who was personally interested in this student center, situated in the Latin
quarter near Notre Deme Cathedral end the Sorbonne University. A staff of
four: En;lish, French, Belgian and Italian members made it possible to effec=-
tively assist foreign and other European students through personal counselling,

A fifth team, left Belgium in January, 1949, for work in the Middle
East in the dioccese of His Excellency Archbishop Hakim of Galilee. Becaﬁse
the Middle Bast was suffering from the ravages of war between the Arebs and
the Jews in Palestine, the council of the Society chose a team of three:
Belgian, Hungarian and French members, s team designeuly internstiorel, con-
sidering the complex political situation of the aress. Their first responsi-
bility was to help orgsenize thirty relief centers for Apabisn refugees ih =~
Galilee where because of the conflict between Arsbs and Jews, thousands were
suffering from malnutrition, lack of clothing and other necessities of 1ife.25

This team found that it was not to be a question of founding the
Church in the Middle Bast, s in the case of mission countries who are depend=~
ent on the Bacred Congregation of the Propagsnda., The Church was installéd

there with its hiserarchy, its govermment, its liturgical usages, its schools

and its centers of religious life, since its origins., Rather the uroblem

25 Report of the Middle Eastern teem, Damascus, 1949,
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would be to continue and to expand the Church; to unite the faithful, to
deepen their feith, to intensify their piety, to develop their religious ine
gtitutions, to encourage works of charity and the apostolate.nghe problen of
unity between Catholics of differeht rites and emong all Christiaens, Catholics,
Orthodox, Frotestent, would be met step by step in the apostolic eotivity of
the team through their social centers and schools in the Arab centers,

To meke possible the continuance of the training of lay somen who
would be equipped to meet such complex problems as thoss of the Palestinian
teoam, & meeting was held in February, 1949, in Brussels, for the purpose of
starting & subseription to raise funds for the house of formation., This sub-
scription had the encouragement of His Eginence Cardinal Van Roey and the
‘bishops of Belgium, It was intended to assure the continuance of a house of
formation on a permanent basis, as the indispensable pivot of the work, and
would make possible the maintenance of forty-five members in training as well
as personnel aslready in the missions,., Groups of friends were organized
throughout Belgiums in Brussels, Anvers, Bruges, Liege, Charleroi, Mone and
Tournai, of those who would contribute financially toward the maintenance of
the work of the SBociety.

Three weeks later, the Society was saddened by the news of the
death of Mariette Dierkens of the Nanking tesm., &he was murdered on Merch 11,
1949, by an unknown assailant., In a personal interview with the leader of
the Nanking team, the writer learned how prior to Miss Dierkens' entrance into

the Society in September, 1945, she had worked ten years as an obstetrical:

26 Qeorges Dumont, "Remarques sur l'apostolet dans le Proche-
Orient arsbe,” Cahiers, IX, Octobre, 1950, 28,




%P

hurse at Brugmann Hospital in Brussels¢ Upon completion of her training in
the Society, she went to Nenking, Chine, in April, 1947, As director of the
Hispensary in Nanking, Miss Dierkens was beloved by the people of the communie
ty for her selfless dedicetion to the needs of the sick poor, The Society
ponsidered her death ms a great grace, a shining example for those in the
bhissions, for those who were in training as well as for future members.

After this incident, it became difficult for the team to continue

ts work in Nanking. The Communist regime was geining ground and the people
Eived constantly in great spprehension and fesr., On the counsel of Arche-

bishop Yupin, the team went to Hong Kong. While awasiting there further dir-

ctives regsrding their work, the members assisted in the work of cering for
tefugees and worked in a Chinese hospital, thus continuing their study end use
bf Chinese, In Peiping, the Communist advance into the city made the realiza-
ftion of ell projects an impossibility. Although the hospital became overw
forowded as a result of epidemiés snd famine, the team attempted to devote
itself particularly to the training of the Chinese nurses who assisted its

embers, On all sides the mambers witnessed the despair end anguish of the
Eoople who had not the sustenence of a stro:ng Christian hope anmd yet who mane
aged to display great herolsm in the face of suffering snd death., As Peiping
HW&B completely encircled by the Communist army end the city gates were closed,
the crucial problan for the team was to find daily rice. For threes weeks,
electricity and water were shut off; the hospital, however, had a well and this

27
saved the merbers and the inhabitaents of the guarter,

27 Statement by Jacqueline Dejaiffe, personsl interview,
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In the systeanatic establishment of the Communist occuvation was seen
a determination to isolate foreigners and to render their work ineffectual and
useless, These circumstances necessitated the consideration of the evacuation
of the three young missionaries, After much hesitation snd with the advice
of the ecqlaeiastical suthorities who were inf'ormed about this eriticzl situ-
ation, the council of the Society directed the Peivring team to join the team
in Hong Kong. The two teams met in Hong Kong, in September, 1949, 8ix days
leter, Archbishop Yupin wrote Father Duperray, chaplain of the Nanking team,
ssking him to return to Burope with the two teams. Archbishop Yupin felt
thet it would be agrinst supernstural prudence for the tesms to remain and
would cnly compromise thre w~ork of the future, Archbishop Yupin suggested
that they work «ith Chinese students in Paris until it was feasible for them
to return to China and to resume their work. By November, 194%, both teams
left China for Belgium where they returned for further assignment.za

The president went agein to Rome in December, 1949, to review the
work of the Society with Monsignor Constantini. New problems were being con-
sidered by the council of the Society, developing out of the inereasing
internationel membership, with a necessity for & deeper formation based on
the needs of such a diverse group, snd the possibility of opening houses in
other countries, In the following year, plans for the departures of teams
were completeds, These included: Lebanon, Belgisn Congo and the United S¢ates,
Six were to be sent to Beyrouth to join the Middle Eastern teams; two were

to be sent to Kolwezi teem; four were to be sent to the United States,

28 1Ibid,.
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The first two of the A erican teem were accompenied to the United
Stetes by the president; two others, followed in Jenuery, 19b6l. The initia-
tive of this new foundation in the United States was taken in accordence with
the desires of the Chinese hierarchy and the eounsel of Monsignor Constantini,

who were most interested in multiplying centers for foreign students in the

large Buropean and American cities.




CHAPTER II
THE STRUCTURE OF THE SOCIETY

The Society of the Lay Auxiliaries of the Missions trains eand
groups into teams young women who consecrate their lives to God and to the
Church in the missions, They realize their vocetion as personal witnesses of
Christ's love for men, snd in the service of & bishop, work toward the
crestion end stabilization of a native Catholic elite, Because the lay
auxiliaries are lay persons, they can penetrate more easily the femilies and
the groups they wish to influence, shering the aspirations and the conditions
of life of those with whom they live. Using the principle of adaptation in
& continual effort of penetration, they aim to become idsentified in thought,
word and asction with the citizens of the country where fhey exercise their
apostolate, The members are auxiliaries, becruse they do .not found works
which belong to them, but devote themselves to the coreation und development
of & native Catholic feminine elite, All their activities are undertaken
with the suthority of the missionary bishop, who may be a native, following
in the tradition of the founder.zg

As steted in the statutes of the Society, orgenizetion is achleved

through the direction of & council composed of the president and her

29 Statutes, art. 2: "The Lay Auxiliaries of the Missions who are
destined to the integral service of the Church make of obedience to the
Bishop the speoific note of their missionary vocrtion; they sre an instrument
of his apostolic vocstion."
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hssistants (a minimum of two) and a treasurer-secretary. The council is under
the jurisdiction of the bishop. The superior of the Society is also the spirie
bual director or his delegate. The president directs and represents the
Bociety in all its activities, 8She possesses the right to govern full members,
knd those in treining; the latter are under her obedience in virtue of their
promise and oath.soAll questions of importance relative to the Society, to its
povernment, its membership, to its work, are unde} the jurisdiction of the
councile

In the orgenization of the Society, thé team is considered the most
pssential element., These teams ere composed of & minimum Qf three members
pppointed by the council snd constitute the unit of apostolic work of the
Society. The Suciety does not plece individuels &t tne disposal of the bishop,
Since the members are called to serve in different countries and in varied
circumstances, the rules of the Society are very broad in permitting adaptation

[to the needs of the community. It is essential, however, thst each member

lways consider herself more as an apostle in the so}vice of the missions than
8 a doctor, socisl worker, teacher or nurse, and thet she set aside her
tionality, rece, and other personal characteristics, to be only an active
member of the Church militant,

The tesm is under the direct authoriﬁy of the bishop in &ll that
concerns apostolic activity, but members remsin under obedience to the authorie
ties of the Society in all thet concerns the observation of the stotutes,

The team leader represents the team and its members in their contacts with the

30 1Ibid., 25, 34
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bishop and the Society. Within her jurisdiction she directs the orgﬁ;ization
of the work of each one end is respomsible for the matericl, morsl and spirie
tual needs of sll.
The membership of the Society is composed of women who have comple-
ted their eighteenth birthdey, amd who, within the Society belong in one of
two groups: temporary members end life members, Those who are in treining are
not considered as mombers of the Society until after they have completed the
first year of training, and make the first promiseslto observe the stetutes of
the Scciety. This promise, which confers upon the cendidate the title of
aspirant, is renewable annuaelly during the time of formation until the comple-
tion of treining. After two years of minimum formation, the member mey be
sdmitted by the council to teke an oathsaof five years, thereby becoming a
temporary member, Life members are those who are edmitted to the definitive
oath; they must have made their temporary caeth twice and be judged worthy by
the council. The Lay Auxiliaries are not under vows, even simple vows, and
their Society does not constitute either a religious order or a congregation.
Its members are nevertheless totally consecrated to God and to His Church,

The Society admits only those who have a reel vocation to the
apostolate in mission countries end who wish to consecrate their lives to God
and to thegChuréh. They must also possess the intellectual, moral and physie

cel aptitudes, as stated in the statutes of the Society. Selection of candi-

51 Ibid,, 6l.
32 Ibid., 62.
33 Ibid., ll.
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dates is made, therefore, from three viewpoints: health, intellectu;l apti-
tudes sand spiritual formuation.

A metical exsmination by a physician familier with the recuirements
of missionary life is required before considering the applicant, The Society
covziders that, whatever may be their other qualities, those cendidetes dise
gualified because of haalth should be eliminated; this deficiency, is in
itself, an indication that their vocation is elsevhere, When a member becomes
geriously ill after having mede the first promise, she is cons8idered to have
e valid reason for leaving since her membership, on the étrength of this
pronise zlone, is temporary. However, in individual cases, the Society gives
special considerstion to temporery merbers who have become ill, particularly
when they nave other exceptional qualificetions,

In scrsening the intellectusl eptitudes of the candidstes, high
scholastic achievement is not always regarded in itself as a sufficient index
to the readiness of the individual for missionery life., Certain important
elements requisite for life on the missions may have been overlooked in the
previous training such as resilience or suppleness, and aptitude for langusges,
Although the minimum academic requirement is completion of grammsr school,
ordinarily such candidates are not admitted unless they demonstrate outstand~
ing qualities of leadership in previous group experience. Knowledge of the
spiritual formetion of the cendidete is obteined through detailed references
requested by the council from either the spiritusl director or from a chaplain
of a Cetholic Action group, who mey be familier with the requirements of the
lay missionary vocation.

Consequent upon the fulfillment of such preliminery requirements,

the cendidate is permitted to begin the first month of intensive training.
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puring this period, she acquires a clear understending of 2ll thet is‘expected
bf & member of the Society., It is a time of intensive study snd reflection on
khe spiritual and missionary life of the Luy Auxiliaries, The doctrine of the
hystic&l Body of Christ is given as the besis of its spirituality snd missiol-
bgys In addition, a besic orientstion is given to the spirituel rule, to the‘

FOnstitution, history end customs of the society. Upon completion of this

onth of formetion, the council considers the acceptance of the candidate for
E;rther formation,.
The formation of lay missionaries cslled to penetrate different
pilieux, to fulfill different functions, is sdepted on the one hend to the
[personality of each one, and to the general conditions of life which the
Society meets on the missions. Spiritual formstion, cheracter educetion, gen-
eral cultursl snd professional preparstion concur toward the same end: to help
end to lead each one to elaborate personelly, a synthesis of unified life,
entirely centered on the apostolate; to meke each one an apostle united to
WChrist, who in her action tries to communicete Him to those with whom she
comés into contect, The years of formation include: a yeer of general culture
al ¢ourses oriented toward religious, moral and missionery problems; years of
professional studies in the special schbols and universities; a final vesr,
ﬁormally one, unless the council judges it useful to prolong this time of
formation which is concluded by the oath and the departure for the missions,
According to the statutes?che life of the members of the Society
must be one of si:nctity edepted to their particuler life as lay missioneries,

It exacts a spirit of filial dependence on God, of submission to those who

34 1Ibid., 2.
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uthentically represent Him and & minimum of exterior rules. %he ob;ervance
bf the rule is meant to help the member to esdapt herself continually to the
peeds of those who are entrusted to her and not to hinder her from discovering
numerous‘ways of reaching them., The rule sllows the member to achieve the
deepest possible penetrstion in her apostolate of the community,

Using the means whnich traditionally have led to sanctity in the
church, the rule of the Lay Auxiliaries is designed to help its members to
become saints.35 All attention, all espirations to holiness, are tentered in
fthe essvntisl act of the day, the Holy Sscrifice of the Mass, Prayerful read-
ing and meditation on the Holy Scriptures further nourish & solid spirituelity,
firmly rooted in the liturgy; in learning to know the mysteries of Christ,
jthey also learn to live them intensely. This is augmented by =& half hour of
vrayer daily, spiritusal reading three hours a week, daily visit to the Blessed
Eacrament, examination of conscience, daily recitation of the Rosary, reguler
jconfession, monthly recollection and annual retreat., During formation, members
[ere oriented toward devotion to the Holy Spirit, as the author of all holiness;
toward the Blessed Virgin, es "ueen of Apostles; and St. Paul, as sn incom-
jperable model of adeptation and herald of the universality of the Church.36

The truly apostolic spirituslity of the Sociéty was inspired by
[Father Vincent Lebbe in his directives to the Society of the Auxiliaries of

the Missions§7 The first of these priaciples and the most essential is true

charity, besed on the fact that the apostolete is a work of love. 4s lay

35 Reglement Incerieur, I,
36 Ibid.. II' 1'

37 Ibid., III.
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missionaries, witnesses of Christ living in the world, they give an example
of a life of love given to God and to souls., To respect the personality of
enother, to understend the value of a soul end the action of God in it, the
approach must always be one of tact and delicuoye. The Church wishes to bap~
tize men individually end collectively in the diversity of their civiligetion,
Each civilizstion is a reflection of the life of God; it tends towards Him,
at least unconsciously and possesses its special grace, useful to the Church,
The missionary comes not to destroy but to complete in Christ, the single

Body of which Christ is the Head, the non-Christisn civilizations.

The principle of adaptation is charity in prectice, It means simply
to place oneself in the placé of others, to understand their cultursl heritage;
to learn and appreciate as ell as poséible the langusge, the customs, the
litersture, philosophy and art of their adonted country. This true end inte-
gral charity before it is reelized in everyday life, exacts a constsnt effort,
e total renuncirtion, as the first step, the first work of those who wish to
live according to the spirit of the gospels. 6nly this totasl detachment mekes
possible recl adaptation to a different civilization, and acceptence of the
assignment of s post, no metter how difficult, a maiter of indifference in
free and joyful obedience, . Such renunciation prepares the mentality ~f those
whose aim is to‘develop a native elite »v plecing netives es soon as possible
in administretive positions. It becomes a work accomplished without personal
recognition in the service of God end of neighbor,

A third prineclirle is a spirit of joy. According to Father Lebbe,

to be a good Christian, end moreover & good missionary, one myst be harpy end
joyful, The statutes emplify this principle:s the source of light end joy

is to be sought in apostolic activity. Associated in the work of God in souls
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, + ¢ they know something of:the love of God for men , . « the myster; of the
Trinity; this contemplation fortifies their feith and quickens in them the joy
bf giving themselves without cosl to the service of Christ, source of sll
joy.38

In addition to & spiritual formatiom besec on these three principles,
there is need of a special missionary orientation. whatever may be the degree
of spirituel formation already acquired before entering the Society, 8ll cane-

39
didetes have nesed of a solid formetion with a missionary orientation., The

issionary problem for meny is adde: on like & new piece to a religious system
E;ready eleborated, even for those sho understand the spirit of the missionsy
it is extremely vital to review #ll Christianity, doctrine and practice, under
its missionary aspect, to make a definitive synthesis of the speciel mission-
ary problems of our times,
The objective of the truining courses in moral formation is to
prepare for the two aspects of 1lifa on the missionsi the life within the team
end the personal apostoletes The active and free participation that each
meuber is called to bring to her own formation, a genuine collaboration with
the council end with all other members of the Society, requires a rigorous
loyalty toward God, toward herself and;o oxhers.éo It requires also a real
humility, indispensable to the supernatural life and to all progress; sincere-
humility, which recognizes the need for growth in individual and group

relastionships. During this period the member is also given responsibility for

Z8 Ibid., IV.
29 Statement by Yvonne Ponscelet, personal interview,

40 Statutes, art, 57.
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jome part of the service in the house of formation, in learning to foflow a
riven line of procedure, she slso learns a sense of responsibility for finish-
Ing & given task in spite of difficulties or obstecles, |

A broad cultursl background is elso essential for the lay missionary
jo provide a knowledge of contemporary religious, moral and social problems,
omnlemented by sn intensive intellectusl training. The ssme cultural backe
tround is not required of ell members of the Bociety, but the years of forma-
tion tend to the development of the intellect and the will to the extent that
the member will be enabled to bring a truly educeted mind and heart to the
%ork of restoring ell things in Christ,

The first year of traeining known es the year of preparation because
it precedes the first promise, places the focus on the New Testament, escetical
theology, missiology, principles and methods of the lay apostolate, Other
pourses are glven on the liturgy, the statutes of the Society, es well as
bractics]l courses in homemsking. After the completion of the first yeasr, the

nrember msy work toward either a college or university degree and thus spend

everal years in professional studies, The cost of such education may be
ither provided by the member or her parents, or through scholarshirs, In this
ay, the Society is eble to essure the training of teachers, nurses, social
porkers, physicians, psychologists, laboratory technicians and group workers,
Hepending on the interest and aptitude of the member and the needs of the
jpissions.

The second year courses are 50 oriented as to give the members g
eneral oculturel b:ickground., fThese includes liturgy, apologetics, Holy Scripe
iure, theology, missiology, philosophy. Other courses are offered on the

%reat civilizetions of the world: Africa, China, India, Islam, from the multi-
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ple aspects of religion, philosophy, art, literature and sociology.

In the third or finel year of training, the focus is placed on a
Amore intensive study of the country where the member is planning to work: =a
study of its history, art, literature, current socisl and political problems,
Fmentality of its people,end a knowledge of &ll the factors which will permit
an effective apostolate because it is better adapted, Additional courses are
given in philosophy, theology, Soripture, missiology end lengueges,

Upon completion of this final year of training, the members may be
ddmitted by the council to teke sn oath of five years, thereby becoming a
temporary member. This oath is a greve religious act, binding in conscience
before God and men, It obliges members to the observation of the statutes of
the society and involves the complete gift of self in gpostolic work, in
collaboration with other memberg of the Society; obedience to those in authore
ity in the Society, in the missions, to the bishop through the intermediary
of the team leadesr, for all which concerns apostolic work; stability in the
field of the sapostolate end of the Soclety; renunciation of marriege end the
observetion of the rules of prudence fixed by the coutcil according to the
customs end manner of living of the communities where members are residing;
the spirit of poverty, which consists in en interior detaclment from sall
worldly possessions which are considered es a means to the service of God snd
neighbor.4l

After the menber has made the oath, she is ready for departure to
fhe missions in a team composed of a minimum of three under the suthority of

one of them who is nominated by the council of the Society. In principle,

41 Ibid,, 63-66.
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g team is placed indefinitely at the service of a bishop; the tesm lesder is
given to the bishop for a perlod of five years after which time she may be
renominated unless otherwise indiceted for reasons of health or difficulty in
adaptation. Individual members may be changed from the post, in agreement with|
the bishop, for reasons of health or non~adaptstion, resl incompetibility with
other members of the teem or because of the need of greater upostolic service
elsewhere, The bishop may use the team for different services; he may request
them to exercise their profession to penetrate & determinsd section of the
community, or he may request them according to their ability to orgenize social]
welfare programs, medicel centers or schocls. The duration or frequency of
vacations ard return to one of the houses of the Society, are authorized by
the bishop.42 After several years in the missions, the members return to one
of the centers of the Society where they teke refresher courses as an aid to
their professional growth so as to return to the missions better equipped for
the work of the spostolete,

Unifying contact between the teams and the Society is maintained
through correspondance snd reports., Thus the Society is eble to help the new
teams, especitlly in the beginning of their work; to keep them in the spirit
of the traditions of the Society and in the observance ol the statutes,
Although through correczpondance, some assistance is given the team leaders

in 8ll thet concerns spostolic work, the major responsibility for making all

decisions in all situations is placed in the team leader,
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-4 long formetion in common initiates the new members into ;ke life
of the tesm, beginning with their entreance into the Society, with emphasis on
resilience, charity end a spirit of cooperation with all, The new member also
learns to be obedient without suppressing initietive and acquires experience
in orgenizing a given work considering the aptitudes snd needs of individusals
in the group., The orgenization of tasks under the direction of the team
leader on the missions, assures & real unity, a better perspective of the Wh°1°T
In training the new member learns to value this unity and how she can contri-
bute toward the achievement of it.éSThe team becomes the spiritual hearth,

built by each one but from which each one slso drews the source of warmth and

light; on the practical level, it assures the unity of the work.

43 Ibid,, 49.




CHAPTER III
REALIZATION

The operation of selected teams is presented in this chapter in some
detail in order to show just how the work of the Lay Auxilieries is carried on,
perticularly by the teams in North Africa, in the Middle East, and in the

European student centers, For these deta, the writer consulted the annual re-

ports to the Belgian govermment from the teams in North Aprice and European

tudent centers, as well as the correspondence and reports of all the teams to
he council of the Society.

The beginnings of the work in North Africe were related in a personal
interview with the president who described how the team began work in October,
1946, at the request of Bishop Cleire. The task given them was to work toward
khe social and medical improvement of one of the most misersble native cities

in the Belgien Congo. The ponulation of this city wes described as being

eterogeneous, composed of office workers, leborers, craftsmen, marginal worke-
rs, &8 well as of unemployed persons from the villages who were secking
ousing with more fortunate relstives and friends. The members, while acquaine
ting themselves with the needs of the community, studied the Kiswahli language
intensively for three months. 1In spite of their elementary knowledge of the
language, several of the members started e Boy Scout troop which fﬁnctioned

0 well that the chaplain asked them to continue working with the scouts, The
nanbers themselves found this was an excellent means of learning the lanpguage

while they made contamet with Congolese femilies,
36
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A social center was opened in 1947 as a means of meeting some of the
eeds of this community. In addition it represented an attempt at a deeper
‘ormation on the social, moral end religious levels for the preparation of a
ative feminine elite. Basic courses were orgenized in family education and
iomemaking end othér courses were given in reeding, writing in Kiswshli end
rench, end arithmetic. After three months of training, women who showed
nitiative end responsibility, were selected from each course to become moni-
;ors, After special formetion and further training, the monitors were able to
1elp the team in teaéhing the others. The enrollment in the sewing and knit-
:ing classes increased from 125 in 1947, to 2350 in 1949, Of this group, 110
Pinished the complete cycle. Courses in reading and writing of Kiswahli,
arithmetic, incressed from 80 in 1947,to 95 in 1949, French was taught to a
rroup of fifteen women in 1949, At the neighboring mining camp, & course of
%ewing and knitting was completed by thirty women in 1949.45
; The presctical difficulties under which these courses were given were
nanys Ths president described how the limited facilities of the city, such as
vater, electricity, piumbing, often discoursged a continued effort on the part
of the students, Thpse who lived in brick houses, on the other hsnd, felt that
they were capable enough without taking courses at the sociel center., The lack
of primary educstion for girls for meny years, made it difficult to teach
older women, who for the most part lacked tenacity and regulmrity'in following

the courses. Instability of the women was also observed in the incidence of

he absentees f'or months at a time, This resulted in slow progress in termine

44 Report of the North African teams: Costermansville, 1547,
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bting & vrogram of work at a given time,

Regular visits to the sick in the hospital and the maternity center
%ere made twice & week., These visits gave the social workers contact with
patients end their families and an understanding of the problems precipitated
by illness., In an average of ten home visits a dey in 1949, the workers had

n opportunity to observe the results of the teaching of the social center;
hen the women were of low intelligencé, the home was dirty and disorgenized;
vhen the women were intelligemt, even the huts were well kept., The prevalence
of poverty and a total ignorance of elementary hygiene resulted in a high in-
cidence of venereal disease :nd high infant mortality.

Twice a week & sociaml worker would work at the City Dispensary with
fhe nurse who gave instructions in nursing care., This was used again as a
meens of being helpful with femily problems, This service was used by 203
mothers in 1947; by 280 in 1949, Iwenty women followed sn intensive course in
hygiense end child care in 1949, Preenatal clinic was held once & week at the
hospital. Follow~up on cases where syphillis hed been reported was dome by
the socicl werker, who gave an interpretetion for the need for continuing
treatment, Because sterility is so prevalent in the ares, another function
of the sociel worker wes to encourege the women to secure medical end surgical
treatment.47 One member of the team was slso available two mornings of the
week for help in small services such as writing a letter of introduction to
the doctor at the hospital, to the administrator of the center, or for help

in working out femily problems too delicate to be discussed in a home visit,

46 Report o the North Aprican teams: Costermensville, 1949,

47 1Ibid.




38‘
An unpublished report to the Belgisn government stated that the
actual needs of the native population were centered arcund the materisl ime
provement of the city: urbanizaetion, sewers, water, electricity, public laun-
dries, definite allogcations of funds for the eonstruction of housing in dure-
able materials, The leader of this team felt that the contact with Buropeans
created more and more needs, mgterial as well as psychological, needs expand-
ing in correlation with the evolution of the civilization., For example, more
regular work led to more abundant nourishment for meny femilies accustomed to
eating only twice a day. Further it stimulated a need for certain comforts in
the home in imitation of the Buropeans. The new leisure created a need for a
well organized recreational program,
The workers! cemps at Kolwezi were a sharp contrest to the poverty
just described at Bukavu; at Kolwezi, there were no lay-offs, no great desti-
tution. The population was composed entirely of workers and their fimilies,
JCerteain general services were alreedy orgsnized by the mining syndicstes ine
cluding buresus for the distribution of food and clothing, schools and medical.
centers.48 There was still e need for the development snd expension cf these
and similar services, '
' The sociel service at the camp wes bssed on divisions socording to
population. A teem member was responsible for five hundred femilies, Sympa-
thetic contact was established with the femilies of the workers as soon as the
Jerea was assigned when a primary school was opened in 1947, The second and
ithird yesr eurollment of this school in 1949 numbered sixtye-eight children,

In additicn to the reguler curriculum, the children were trained in health and

48 Report of the North Aerican teams; Kolwezi, 1947,
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hyziene, cheracter development and sociel attitudes. Due to smzll quarters,
g larger number of children could not be admitted.49

The tesm spent considereble time in studying Kiswahli for the pre-
paretion of the edult educstion courses for women, Sixty womer were enrolled
in sewing end knitting classes in 1949, with forty-three attending regularly.
The second year courses given in 1945, attracted thirty-seven women. These
included classes in housekeeping and some religious instruction, In the in-
formel discussion groups some of the toplcs discussed were the educstion of
children, religious practices, budgeting, household economy, people and lsng-
usges, raclel customs of whites ond Negroes., Twice a week, the center was
open to all women who wished assistance with their sewing, knitting or their
femily problans.su

Another development of the program in the Kolwezi cemp, was the
establis'ment of a School of Family Formation, This school was accessible -
to all who left the primery school. The preparation of the students at en=
trance was most varied; some pupils had completed five years in the primary
school; others, two yesrs, Classes weres given in simple cutting, sewing,
knitting, cooking, handerafts, child cere ind hygiene, gsrdening, arithmetic,
gymnastics end singing; The classes were divided into teems to stimulste
healthy competition.

At the School of Family Formation, self-government wes encoursged
for the development¢ of the personslity of the young girls in prep:ring then

for thelir roies of wife =nd mother., Apter marriage young women are invited

49 1Ibid.
50 Report of the North Africen teems: Kolwezl, 1949,
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to particlipate in all the religious and social activities of the adu;t groups.
Special study groups were orgaenized for young mothers where they obtained
prectical help end information on child cares In the opinion of the president
of the Society, one of the significant contributions made by the School of
Femily Fonngtion( was working toward the regulesrizetion of the triasl merrisges,
one of the most pressing social problems of the Belgian Congo.

The young girls are pressured by family and clan to submit to the
traditional initiation into marriage which includes pree-marital sexual experi-
ence, The ineviteble consequences are increase of venereal disease and a
lowering of the staendsrds of morslity. When pregnancy does not ensue immed-
iately, there is a change of partners. A new choice is imposed by the clan
and reimbursement is made on the part of the dowry already paid., When the
girl is found to be sterile, she loses not only an opportunity for marriage,
but the esteem of her clan. Only an education based on Christian principles
of the dignity and sanctity of marrisge can help to stabilize the position of
women who are unmarried in e goclety where fecundity ;s paramount.sl Through
the influence of the 8chool of Pamily Formation, parents are gradually re-
quaesting counsel in the educetion and marrisge of their daughters,

The North Africen tesms illustrate the work of the Lay Auxiliaries
with peoples of a primitive culture, whereas the Middle Bastern teams faced
other problems in the more camplex civilization of the Arebian world,

A fifth teem left Brussals in January; 184¢, to ereate a new post
at Beyrouth at the request of Archbishop Hakim of Galilee. They were asked

to assist in the relief services orgenized for refugess in Palestine. 4s a

51 Frsnocine Dricot, "Dsns un camp de travailleurs au Ketanga",
Eglise Vivante, II, 1950, 4, 450-454,
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result, the members set to work &s part of the Palestina Rescue Project,
attempting to supply the needs of the migrsut groups of Aiab refugees, In
thirty Galilean centers, clothing and food received from all over the world
was distributed to 50,000 displaced persons, regurdless of rsce or creed,
#hen the Palestina Agency was replaced by the International Red Cross end
UNICEF, the team worked closely zs a lisison between the two orgeniz: tions,
the refugees snd the convents which served as distribution centers.52

During the summer of 1949, it was possible to suspend the distri-
bution of food and clothing and to make some attempt to meet the needs of
refugee children who had been allowed to shift for themselves, wWith the en-
couragement of the hisrarchy and the intermational orgaenizations, the team
started an urban colony :.r 100 girls at Heifa. Here the objective was two=
fold: the physical care of children who had been abendoned in the streets;
the development of sociel consciousness among the girls, The results were
most encoursging with noticeabls improvement observed smong the children, At
Nazareth, a holiday camp was sstablished for 200 boys and girls of varied
relizicns and raceeg Christians, Volammedsns, natives and refugees, with the
focus on making it an educational center for children who had never been in
school., There the tean was assisted by Arabisn young women from the communityd
After the termination of these camps, the members kept in touch with the
children énd counsellors, At Haife, the counsellors started a troop of Girl

Seouts, an entirely ne~x venture since the suppression of English scouting,

At Nazareth, the counsellors assisted with the work of the orphanage., Arche

52 Report of the Middle Eeastern teem, 1949,
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bishop Hakim asked the team in November, 1949, to care for six Leban;se OT =
phans who were prematurely aged by the war and to provide for their needs.
With the assistance of the Pontifical Mission, the members placed these chile
dren in e small house end asgumed full responsibility for their care, The
Committee of the Pontifical Mission in Israsl, also requested the members to
heogin agein giving winter relief through the established relief organizations,
Saparate distributions were left to the resvonsibility of the parish priests
who knew where the need was greatest, Again the special role of the members
was that of a liasison between the organiz:tions and the various oommu“ities.s3

In June, 1940, the president made & survey in the Kiddle East., In
reviewing the work of the Society with Archbishop Hakim and with Bishop Sayh‘
at Demascus, the president discussed the possibility of the tesm learning
Argbic in order to sccomplish their work more effectively., A period of fur-
ther preparation was decided upon with the aspproval of the hiererchy., Before
these studies could be undertsken, seversl problems had to be solved, princi-
pally, the delegation of the responsibilities which the tesm had assumed: the
work which they hed done within the Pontifical Mission was given to one of the
convents in Heifa, contimuing to work along the same lines; the orphanage
which hed increased to thirty boys, was taken over by anovther agency in the
communitys. At Nazareth, the Salesian Fathers agreed to continue the work of
the holiday cemp insugureted in the previous yesr, ¥ith the generous help
of His Eminence, Cardinal Tissersnd, the team wes then able to begin their
program of studles at Bickfaya near Beyrouth.

The Jesuit Fgthers at Bickfays who had already organized Arabic

courses for their Buropean students destined for work in the Middle Egst, now

53 Ibid,
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agreed to open a section for women students., To know enough Arabic to live in
en Arab community and to create there & dynemic center of influence, the team
began to work toward the completion of the elementary certificate of studies.
This required & minimum study of two years. To facilitete the procedure of
acquiring as much background as possible, each membér studied one aspect of
the Middle East, snd then shared thst kmowledge with the rest of the group by
giving a series of lectures, Thus they were able to cover the principal per=-
iods of the mncient end modern history of the countries of the Middle East.
To deepen the effectiveness of their missionary life and to accomplish a more
complete adeptation, & suiteble spiritual tralning wes also necessary, The
Byzantine rather than the Latin rite was to be the form of expression of their
religious life., Lectures given by & Benedictine priest of the Greek rite,
initiated the group into the new liturgical life. Another priest from a
Chouerite monestery gave them lessons in Greek singing in preparstion for
singing the Maas.54

At the conclusion of these studies the team could anticipete the
esteblishmert of a center of the Society in Demescus, where through apostolic,
social and educetional activity in the Arabian villages, they would be equip~
ped to give themselves to the direect apostolete, The council of the Society,
at this writing, is considering plens to found a house of training et Demas-
cus for Arabien girls who are interested in becoming Lay Auxiliaries,

The interest of the Society in forming international teams of Lay
Mxilieries so as to emphasige the catholicity of the Church, is best seen in

the two teams in the student centers in Brussels and Paris.

54 1Ibid.
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The first of these internetional student centers, Carrefour, was
opened in Brussels in September, 1946. It was placed under the direction of
e team of three who had experience in the missions: one French, two Belgians.
Their knowledge of lenguages, Flemish, English, French, Chinese, wus very use-
ful in helping them to understend the mentality of foreign students who were
studying in Brussels.

During the academic year (1950), the Brussels Carrefour housed
fifty students, providing room and bosard at a cost of approximately thirty
dollers per month to each student, In 1960, of these fifty students, nineteen
were studying liberal arts at the University of Louvainj seventeen were en-
rolled in commerciel end langurge courses; ten were enrolled in art coﬁraes;
four were prepsring to be teachers. 1In 1950, more than 250 students of twentyd
five nationalities who ceme from five parts of the world, received through the
Carrefour, their first contact with Catholics in & family atmosphere. Student
also had the privilege of attending at deily Mass in the house chspel, Evene
ing prayer was ssid in common, using a simple form of meditation. Perticipa-
tion of Catholic students in Catholic Action end in other spostolic groups
was also encoursged. A weekly meeting w:s obligatory for all students, at
which time a regular progiam was followed: a discussion of current sevents,
both local #nd international; an informel telk on topies of interest to both
Catholiecs and non—(.‘.atholics.55

Grent feasts were celebreted as & means of educeting non-Christian
students, for exsmple, St. Nicholas, patron of Catholic Belgian sfudents.

This feast was observed by the collection and distribution of clothes, toys

655 Report: Foyer International "Carrefour",'Brussela, 160,
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d cendies for the poor of the perish, At Christmes, all students without
£Zception, participated in the decoration of the house, During Lent, an invi-
Lation for a brief recollection period was mede to all students. A large
broup also assisted in the offices of Holy Week and Easter in a neighboring
enedictine Abbey. Conferemces and study groups were slso organized, meeting
very two weeks, Students also volunteered for the instruction of children of
Eorking mothers, assisting them with their home-work, guiding them in their
reading, and in story-telling. It was felt th:t this activity could be a

Hirect preparation for the social and maternal role which they would later ful-

Fill in their own lives, Visiting the poor wes mlso encouraged. By assisting

n the work of the center, students also helped to share responsibility in the
eception of visitors end other students, or in tutoring. Full responsibility
or an activity was given to a student either in assisting with correspondence,
prganizing recreation or in full charge of the center for a day or week-end.
JA member of the team also acted eas housemother and was available from 7 A.M.
antil 113130 P.M., to help students with their problems, and to welcome other
roups such as Catholic Action groups, volunteers interested . the missions
E;d other apostolie work.56

It is in Paris that young university studenfa and particulerly fore-
leign students are attracted by groups, such as the existentialists following
Jesn-Paul Sartre. Alert to the impact that Sartre's influence had on tHese
wstudﬂnts, the Society opened a second student center in Paris. Again, the
team in the Cerrefour was international, including among its members, one

returned from Africe and another from Chine. Their knowledge of Chinese,

56 1Ibid.
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Kiswahli, English, French, gave them opportunities for a variety of‘;nterest-.
ing contacts with students, Paris Carrefour had accomodstions for ebout
sixty women students, accepted on the recommendations of foreign priests,
student orgenizations es well &s from local Catholic grouws, It is situated
in the heart of the Latin quarter, in the parish of St. Severin, One of the
priests from St. Severin is available for confessions every fortnight, Al
though Mass is celebrated bieweoekly in the house chapel, perticipation in the
varish life is encouraged, Wembership in the specielized Catholic Action
groups such ass the Vietnamese Catholic Federation and other student groups is
recommended, Non-Catholies are invited to participate in the annual pilgrim-
age to Chartres Cathedral, Occasionasl conferences given at the Carrerour
by Cetholics on ert, literature, music and other subjeets of interesc to
students, are interchanged with trips and visits to the museums, Bxchenges
of students. are arranged between the two Carrefours, to give them an oppore
tunity of an experience of Catholic life in another country.57

' The work of the Society with students is rooted in a conviction,
shared by Monsignor Constantini, that one of the great battles of the mission-
ary Church is being fought in Burope and in pmerica, in the universities end
colleges; that it is important that these students who are the future leaders
of their countries have some contact with the truths of Catholicism and the

witness of Christianity lived,

57 Report: Foyer International "Carrefour", Paris, 1950,




APPENDIX A
THE PRINCIPLES, ENDS AND METHODS OF THE LAY MISSIONARY

'he following abstract is taken from an article written by Miss Yvonne Poncelet ]
bresident of the LAY AUXILIARIES OF THE KISSIONS, entit:.od "Principes, Buts et

éthodes du Laicat Missionaire", appearing in Cahiers des Auxiliaires Laiques
es Missions, X, Octobre, 1950, 5«17,

The dechristienization of Europe has led to & renewsl in the Church;
the loss of the mas.es to the Church, has resulted in sn appeal by the Popes
o all Christisns to give themselves to apostolic action and to discover new
formulas sdepted to the needs of the times. This appeal sttrects to the work
bf God, meny lay peovle who realize the active role which they have to pley in
the Church and in the world; to participate in the building of the Mystiocal
gody through the sanctificrtion of temporal tasks, through the christianization
pr rechristianigation of the natural communities of life,
The laity have lost the sense of their responsibility in the Church;

they have forgotten their active role as bantized and confirmed and have been

pontent to follow passively the voice of the hierarchy. In the eyes of memy,

in the hierarchy slone, is incumbent the duty of extending the Redemption of
the world,
The present century has seen the return to a uLore complete idea of

the Church, "which is the assembly of the people of God, reunited in = single

?ody, the Mysticsl Body of Christ, all those who are living in the srme divine
bife" (Romans 12,4).
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The encyclical, "Mystical Body of Christ", restores a value to a
spirituality besed on the doctrine of the Mystical Body, emphasizing not only
the role of the hierarchy, the fundamentsl unity of all Christians in Christ,
but elso the diversity of the function and responsibility to which they are
callede ™We must consider attentively," said Pius XII in this encyclical,
"all the other munbers of the Mystical Body of Christ, each one for his part,
has the duty of working toward the building and increcase of this Body*.

One understends bettuvr that each Christian if he has the duty of
inoresaing the grace of his baptism, has received equally the duty of radise
ting it and of meking others benefit from it, A Christien does not save hime
gelf alone. As long as he does not have a growing concern for the selvation
of his brothers, for whom he is responsible, he is not truly a Christisn. He
has not understood the value of the sign with which he is marked for eternity
together with all the members of the #ystical Body of Christ, The Redemption
hes for its end, not only to save each man in particuler, but also to-make
him participate in the Redemptive Action of Christ,

The laity are not unmindful of the primary role of the hierarchy in
the Church, The Church through the hierarchy, cortinues visibly among men
the teaching of Christ, Dispenser of the divine life through the sacraments,
mistress of truth and of morals, the Church is incarnate in the Bishop, and is
the presence of Christ in the human community,

The principle of ‘he lay apostolate has the same character of the
Christian, baptized and confirmed, son of the Church, Its activity is exer-
oised in harmony with the hierarchy; it tends to sanctify all humen activity
in order to return it in praise to the Creator., Among Christians who have

realized their responsibilities, some have the desire to consecrate theme
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selves to the apostolate, not only part of their leisure but the entirety of

their lives, The constitution Provida Mater Ecclesia officielly recognizes

one of the forms of this consecration,.

Profoundly conscious of the active role which they have in the
Redemption of the world, returning to e mofe exact idea of the Church, the
laity have been led naeturally to take part not only in the rechristianization
of Christien countries, but also in the establishment of the nascent Church in
mission countries, 7The order of Christ, "go, teach ye all nations" is to them
apparent at once in its sctual urgency, considering the revolution which is
teking plece in the world and the appeals of the P;pes in their profound theo~

logical perspectives,

The encyclicals, Maximum Illud and Rerum Ecclesiae, emphesize that
every Christien ought to be missionary; as a member of the Church, no one cmm
be disinterested in its expansion without cutting himsgelf off, Each one cer-
tainly hes not been called to work directly for the missions, but all ought
to tend with their prayers and the deepest desire of their souls; towerd those
peovle ewaiting the Truth and to offer themselves to hasten the time of its
fullness. From this missionary renewel, from that more exact recognition of
the role of the laity in the Church, is born e nex form of Christisn life,
the lay missionary.

The vocstion of the lay missionary, assumes different forms accord-
ing to the temperament and the spirit of him who receives it, end according
to the circumstances of time and place, All the variants are good in their
diversity, which permits each to give completely where he feels called by God.
It would be regrettable in fact, in recelling the possibilities of the ley

missionary, to specify, to limit to a particular type, those of good will




who wished to consecrate themselves to missionery work,

The first end of the mission is not to save souls individually but
to build the Mysticel Body of Christ, to implent everywhere the Church, as
the normal wey of salvetion. Its earthly task is to embody in the world, in
2ll men and in the whole of man, in each community end civilizstion, the King-
dom of God. Its end is to create everywhere, communities of Christisns, re=
uniting them in the grest universsl communitv of the children of God. These
Christien cells are oreated little by little, like the leaven in the dough,
to penetrate the mass and prepaere it for beaptism,.

One glimpses the immense and delicete work which is to be achieved
in non=Christien countries, Through the witness of the laity, Christ may be
present everywhere, He alone is the way, the truth and the life. He alone
can bring the solution of personal problems as well as the problems of collec=
tive and natioral life., It is because in our old civilizations the role of
Christ:ens is deficient, because Christ is no longer integrally present in
all the degrees of human activity, that we witness such decadence,

At the present time the masses in Chins, India, Africe are realizing
not only their misery but also their strength and their dignity. The Church
who wishes to win the world for Christ cannot ignore the very grave problems
created by this situastion,

The duty of those whom the charity of Christ urges, is more acute
perheps than it has ever bean in the history of the Redemption. The Church
of Christ finds itself faced with powerful forces which oppose it in an ine
sidious feshion., The entire world, in a frightening swiftness, evolves toward
materialism, The masses in non-Christiasn countries, bound through tredition

to a form of life and thought which safeguards real human and moral velues,
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ee the disruption of the ancestral stfugtures which sustain them. An invasion
pf totalitsarian and atheistic ideologies prod them into a desperate quest for
F new principle of salvation and unity, a new rcason to hope.

The same movement manifests itself smong intellectusls. With the

niversalization of culture producing such a confusion of ideas, the young
iversity students of Asie and Africa heve a tendency to turn toward Marxism
ecause they think to find there a solution %o the unhappiness of their people.
hristianity, too ofteﬁ identified in their minds with foreign polities,
eppears too strictly limited to the spiritual, and seems incapeble of meeting
their needs.
One sees clearly the necessity of the lay missionary., The Church,
Mystical Body of Chcrist, is sbove all a community of life, St. Paul establishe-
es it es a little Christian comonunity; it is the community thus formed which
converts, From the beginning of the Church, these communities were grouped
sround & Bishop, representative of Christ, Then as now, this duty of forming
Shristisn communities, cennot be accomplished by the clergy alcne in the
mission., It is necessary that they mey be surrounded by a laity who form thet
community in ell sociel classes and in all temvoral activities. This is the
reason that all the forms of missionary leity concur, each one has e place in
the resl establishment of the Church.
An essentiel condition of the witness of the lay missionary, is
rooted in the charity which unites them, each one helping the other to follow
as generously as possible the line which Providence has traced for him, in a
profound unity and in a living fraternity.
By his work, the lay missionary cen relieve the missionary clergy of

many tasks which the priest has:to assume becsuse of the lack of lay tech-
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hicians or speciaslists, But this witness will be incomplete and its essential

nd will not be achieved, if it does not tend to the formation and establishe
£ent of & netive lay elite who deeply imbued with a Christian mentality will
be a living cell of Christien influence. The community in a tangible feshion,
fsees this example of holiness and of the universality of the Church,

The ssgential end of the lay apostolate in mission countries is to

ive to the Church of Christ its full dimension, By dedicating themselves

o the development of a well«formed native laity, the lay missionaries help
hem to become cavable of assuming fully their responsibilities es Christians,
in revealing to others the Christian sense of the family, country, apostolate.
It is of primary importance that the.ley missionary reslize that in missionary
Wwork, it is not a question alone of leading pagans te Baptism, rather they
jpust learn their function as lay Christians,

The fundementals of ell lay missionary work need to be further clar-

ified: insertion into the temporal, or the spostolate pertinent to the times

in which we life; collaboration with the hierarchy, where the apostolate cen

be conceived only in its spiritusl relation with the hierarchy, teking scuount

of the role of the Bishop and of the competence of the laity. 1In the formatio

of netive institutions, the missionary whether he by lay or not, is the

"delegate” who works toward the training of native leaders; not only is the
native taught to express Christianity in the temporal order, but slso to col=-
laborete with the hierarchy in all the life of the Church. 1In this area it

is important thet an active part be restored to e native ley elite, who alone
are truly capable of accomplishing the embodiment of Christien principles into
native structures,.

It is desirable thet every Christian who goes to the missions as an
\
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employee, business man, craftsman or professor, may bs a true Christian,
conscious of his responsibility., Missionary clergy have long recognized the
inevitable influence which foreigners have in their territories, for either
good or evil,

In order to be authentically missionary, the Christisn must receive
a mission, that he may bs under the authority of the Bishop, whether he is a
priest, religious or lay worker, All have their rights, their place and their
duties,

It is important that the lay person have the primery intention of
doing missionary work end that he engages himself, individually or through the
intermediary of the missionary society in which he tekes part in the multi-
form apostolate of the Church., This intention and bond with the Bishop are
the essential elements of his nétura 85 lay missionary.

This bond is perhsps more or less extensive, One cbnceives of a
lay worker who, individually or in e group meintaining an independent pro-
fessionel activity which they assume voluntarily and with the consent of the
Bishop. Yhere are also those who place their profession itself et thoe diao
position of the Bishop amd are employed by him wherever he judges it useful,
Finally there are those who are entirely at the disposition of the Bishop,
who wishing to be missionaries, without attaching themselves to their par-
ticulaer professionsl vocation, offer simply their services to the Bishop with
no other stipulation than thet they remein lay, The different services of the
lay missioneries, allow for either dedication in marriasge or in celibaacy,

The example of Christian marriage end the femily is in luportant contribution
in the missions. Certain apostolic tasks are often particulerly absorbing

end require the use of ummarried lay workers,
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The prircipal end of lay missionaries - to form a nctive :L cen be
#chieved by various methods., The word method may be embiguous, becsuse it is
rather a question of using natural and supern«stural concepts, inspired by a
burning charity, to bring non-Christisns close to the truth and the love of
Christ., 7This requires the greatest possible adaptetion in the field in which
Lhe apostle exercises his apostolate,

This principls of adaptation is less a technique then it is a true
hanifestation of love that is solicitous to destroy nothing of the work of God.
[kt develops in each one the talents with which the Creator endowed him. Indis-

pensable to the efficacy of the apostolic work, adaptation is also a powerful

eans of asceticism, in purifying and dotaching him from all that is not essen-
iasl to his life and to his mission., It is a means toward the implantation of
he Kingdom of God in his milieu regardless of differences in race, religion

d culture, The lay missionary must love thoss to whom he has given hiﬁself
tj the point of sharing their life, aspirations, with complete disinterested-
pess.
The lay missionary reslizes thet the modes of Christian and human
perfection are multiple; a nstive will be able to appreciate them in the forms
which have their own original and efficacious value, however foreign they may
e to western conceptions,

It is of great importence thst the ley missionary give an exemple

of submission to the hierarchy end of friendship in the apostolate., Only in
this way can we work in a most profound Christien unity with all those who are
consecrated to the conversion of the world,
The role of the ley missionary is cslled upon to plsy in the Church

requires e serious formetion: spiritual, moral, professional snd missionary,.
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In spite of a brief experience in the ley missionary movement, it seems al-
ready possible to indicate some guiding lines of orientation, which would be
desirable to follow in the form:tion of laity preparing for the missiouns,
prtterned on the ancient traditions of the Church,

The lay missionary must be animeted by a real and sincere desire for
holiness in his state and through his state, in a spirituaslity based on the
doctrine of the Mysticel Bodye. This gives him a sense of the Church, a tena-
cious desire for its expansion, thst totally disinterested love for all men
in Christ, which will ﬁaintain him always more and more dedicated for sn
apostolate in the milieu where he is called to live.

8ince the lsy missionsry cen consecrate only a reletively short
time exclusively to prayer, snd taking into account that meny of the exterior
elements helpful to piety are lacking in the mission, he needs an interior
life ocentered in the Mass, liturgy, secrements, meditetion on Holy Seriptures.
The gospel must hold & primary plece in the life of the spostle called to
carry the witness of Christ Himself,

More then any other perhaps, the lay missionary ought to carry this
witness humbly. It is through personal friendship, that he strives to share
fraternally a truth which has been freely revealed to him., He must feel ahd
realize that sll ere engeged in the same quest of truth which is one in its
multiple complementary aspects, Lay missionaries have much to learn from
those with whom they are living, in & spirit of friendship end reel sympathy,
based on cherity. Before accepting our message, we have to help them to
accept us, as the humble servant of the truth of which by an incomparable
election, we have been made the gusrdians,

It is with Christians of mission countries, and not slone for them,




56
that we must discover or rediscover a new wey of life, of thought, of action
at once conformed to the gospel of Christ and respectful of the resl wvalues
of each civilizetion,.

We must know how to give a real interest and not only tactlcal
interest; we must truly live with them and make them ours by an opening of
the mind and heart, a detachment of our own menner of thought and 1life, fruits
of an intellectusl ascesis and e constsnt morality. Already delicate and
difficult on the natural level «- becsuse man is naturally attached to the
forms of culture with which he is familiar -- this tesk is still more so
when one places oneself there and then in the su?ernatural perspectives, be=
cause ell misunderstanding, all lsck of comprehension compromises evaﬁgel-
ization.

In order to teach the natives as much as possible on the professione
al level, it is important that the lay missionary excell in his field. The
formation of netive leadsrs ought to be done with total disinterestedness,
and joyous self-effacement, When they are ready to replace him, he will be
happy to have contributed for his part to their human, moral and supernatural
perfection. |

Certain local or personal devotions, slthough perfectly adapted to
the personal needs of the lay missionary, may not be useful for those raised
in another tradition. It is the essential in religion that he must teach,
sometimes neglecting the values acquired in the course of the centuries
through the Church, but applying them alweys in the measure where they have
e universal importence, The natives will place the accent on & form of
spirituality or devotion which will correspond more to their neecs.

The lay missionary will achieve unity in his interior life through.
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constant union with God. He will have & spirituality adapted to his funection
a8 witness of Christ, continually sustained by a profourd desire to shere
what he hes received snd which, while safeguarding the intention of his acti-
vity, will be his life in the world, the place of his meeting with God. The
profound interaction of contemplation snc action in the life of the lay
missionary gives him at once his unity, his serenity end his fecundity. De=
votion to the Holy S8pirit, author of all holiness, a filiel confidence in the
Blessed Virgin, mediatrix of all grace and coredemptrix of the human reace,
will be also a constent support for him,

It is desireble thet the lay person who consecrates himself in the
epostolate in the missions, have a balanced personality, a well-tempered
character so that he perseveres in his voostion through all dullness, diffie
culties end the failures that are known in the epostolete., He must be strong
so that he will not be shaken, above all in the beginning, by the disillusions
which may come from too brief an experience.

Particular care must be given to the missiological formation. All
the lay missionary groups have understood this well; all strive to give their
ﬁembers e minimum knowledge of the missions through study. Friendly contact
with native persons, end with others who have spent meny years in the missionsL
give the lay missionary further understanding of other cultures and civiliza-
tions.

In the missions there is a great need for & careful professional
preperation, since it is through the professions thet the lay missioraries
exercise their apostolste, It is the means of contacting meny diverse groups.
One who excells in his profession will always be more influential, Since thre

perfection acquired in a field is regarded as the guarantee of the total




humen value,

Each group of lay missioraries giving this professional formation,
ollows the formula which it Jjudges good and which is verified through experi-

[noe. In this matter, contacts made among different groups of ley missionaries]

pen be of greaut service. FEach one can discuss in openness and simplicity, its

ethods of formation, results obtained, difficulties met, failures and success-
s in the field, Thus one would avoid useless errors, Mutual help and under=
tanding of apostolic work could be another gain from such discussion.

The lay missionary should give & witness of integral cherity, unity
nd collaboration in ﬁhe tesk which God essigns collectively and individually
Eo sach of its members. The seme love and the same fervor gathers us together
in the unique work of the Redemption; we, who are nourished by the same Bread,
In each of us, Christ expresses His burning desire to bring together in a

Tingle fold, those who are still far from Him,




APPENDIX B
THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE

Abstracts Congres Missionaire Internationals Section du Laicat Missionaire,
"Résumés des Rapports et des Communications', Milen, .

Le Cercle Saint-Jean Baptiste

12 rue de la Baroulliere

Peris VI, Frence

The Cirele of St. John Baptist, center of spirituality and of

missionary studies, was founded in 1944 with the approvsl of His Eminence
Cardinal Suhard. The Circle of St. John Baptist is a center of universal
prayer in the neme of all those who are still outside the Churoh, Each soul
discovers that on this side of all missionary action or simply humen end social
action, there exists an interior, spiritual attitude which consists in essum=
ing through prayer end penance, the nations which are unknown to the Gospel,
Personal formation and orientation are acquired by a deep study of
Holy Soripture, Old snd New Testement, for the purpose of defining the chars
acteristics of a spirituality and theology properly missionery; in eschieving
s global view of the world, of its civilizations, of its greet Christian
masses searching for their human velues., This formation is given by Father
Daniélou, S.J., general cheplein of the Circle and by a group of professors
specialized in the Bible, and in the greet problems of the religions and
oivilizgaetions of the world of todays Islam, China, Indie, Russis; Orthodoxy,

Protestentism, Judeism,

8t. John Baptist has been chosen as the patron of the Circle,
59
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because he appears to our time eager for the Word, as a figure eminently
 seripturel, who brings to our souls the exemple of essentisl poverty end
courage. He is the saint of Advent, who orients our souls toward the definie
tive return of the savior of the entire world,

Members of the Circle attempt to live in & spirit of prayer, penance,

petechment end of service to all their unbelieving brothers, to whom in their

[ire of each day, they give more end more preference in their prayer, their
iendship, their time, their possessions,.

The Circle of St. John Baptist extends from Paris into France, and

brosd to different social milieux, and diverse elements of professional oriens
ation and opinion of sall kinds: students, young women of the diplomatic circle]
holonial officers, sociaml workers destined for the colonies, doctors, profess=-

brs of the University parish, others working in the spirit of Mission Ouvriere.

on-Catholics, Protestants or Orthodox are admitted to the meetings of the
aris groupes

The Circle is not a movement but rather a crossroads where the most
liverse voc#tions are found, where each comes to find the spiritusl and ine
ftellectual bases which condition all possibilities of action, in the truly

Christien sense of the word. Its end is to prepare and to orient its members

toward the most active service of the great missionary organizetions of the
hurch, Among members of the Circle presently in the missions, there are
Wabput thirty ley persons, fifteen families, twerty-five missionary religious,
Active members in Paris, meet on the second Sunday of the month,
for a Mass offered in common with all the greet universal and missionary ine
tentions of the world, This Mess is followed by a conference given by Father

Danielous BEech quarter a course is given in the introduction to missiology

A}
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Lo newcomers for the indispensable dogretic basis to an understending end deep-
fning of & truly missionary spirituslity.

The Circle is divided into teams, each member belonging to e Scrip=-
ture teem snd a oculture teams Indie, Chins, Islam, Russie, Judaism, union of
Ehurohes, workers of the world, according to his professional orientation or
bersonal aspirations, These teems meet each month for Mass and under the dire-
pction of & cheplein end & teem lesder, discuss their experiences, The role
bf the culture teams is to study the spiritual aspects of the great civiliza-
fions end to keep their members up-to-date with books, periodicals, conferences
Ind other informstion which will be of help to them. Each culture team is ene
pouraged to develop in its members send emong their femilies and friends, the
pense of the responsibility that all Christians of France and particularly of

Paris, have toward foreign students who live two or three yeers in Paris while

hey complete their studies, Too often, these young people, slone and away
rom home, know orly the France of the streects, cafes, Montparnascse, Montmartre
nd then identify these easily with western civilization and Christi-nity,.
Correspondence courses in missiology and other related subjects |
?ra offered by the Circle to those who wish to acquire e more universel vision
pf Catholieism, particulerly militants of Cutholic Action =nd the sick.
SCHOOL OF MISSIOLOGY
Greilville
Lovelend, Ohio
Grailville is e center for the lay apostolate which offers sn oppor-
tunity for educetion in the different areas of epostolic work. To meet the
|peed for lay workers in the missions, Grailville founded e school of missiol=-

ogy which preperes young women in en intensive spiritual and intellectual
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Formation in the service of the lay apostolate in the missions end above all in
the For East.
Instruction varies from six months to three years, depending upon the
breparation, disposition end maturity of the student., The progr:m consists of
Tpiritual formetion and courses in the ley apostolate and missiology,.

In spirituel formation, the student is given an understending and

xperience of & complete Christian life conesntrated in the life of the Church,
Ehrough the study of dogma, is obtained e total discermment of Christien truth;
pomprehension of the liturgy as the primary source of the Christian spirit;
fre experience of an active participation in the 1ife of the Church, in the
Bacrifice of the Mass, the Divine Office, the feasts and fasts of the 1iturgiodﬁ
ear; practice in spiritucl reading and meditation based on Holy Seripture and
lso the classics of the spiritusl life, ancient and modern; the study of the
Christian virtues and the practice of Christien esceticism,
Special courses are given in the foundations of the lay apostolate:
[the problem of secularism; the need of the lay apostolate, the pepal direct-
Hives, the ends and methods of lay action, marrisge and the life of the family

coording to Christ, theology of marrisge, principles of family life, femily
Eustoms; duties of women in the ley apostolete, her nature, her specificully
feminine quelities, her spiriturl missionjy the philosorhy of Christian culture;
the relestionship between work and culture; the positive principles of Christien
recrestion as a means for developling e Christisn culture,
| A study is made of the history of the missions, development of the
Church from spostolic times until the present with speciel consideretion for
the methods of the apostol:te and the part that the laity has in the stabiliza-

tion of the Church; missiology, or methods to apply in the foundation of the
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Phurch in mission countries, the prineiple of adaptciion, the problem‘of indi-
idual conversion, the problems of the creation of the Christlan community and
the netive Christian culture; comperstive religlions, genersl study of the
jifferent pegen religions, with a special consideration for the religions of
khe Far East, culturel ethnology; Far East, a study of its history, geography,
pulture, customs, mentality of the peoples; study of languesges, missionsry
vedicine.

Young women are admitted to the School of Missiology who are serious-
ly interested in the missions and who wish to give some years of svrvice on
The frontiers of the Church or who wish to consecrate all their life to the
development of the Chureh in mission countries. Courses are free for American
Land foreign students. There are presently Chinese, Phillipines, Hawsians,
Jemaicens, who are preparing themselves for the work of the apostolate in
their own countrles., By preference, students &re chosen who have a university
degree or have professional experience as nurses, doctors, nrofessors, medical
techniclians end sociel workers,

Students will be sent in groups of two or more members wherever
possible., A Center for the lay apostolate has already been esteblished in
China, at Hongkong, by two young women trained st Grailville. The program of
the School of Missiology is. actually directed toward the Fpr Easst., The School
of Missiology has elso organized a regulaer progrem of confergnces at Grail-
ville on the different phases of the missionary apostolate: courses on ks
world apostolate sre given in the schools, colleges, and apéstolic conters,

in order to meke known to young people the problems the Church faces in the

missions, as well as the interesting opportunities fer service in the missions,




ACADEMISCHE LEKEN MISSIE ACTIE
Menneborg, 1
Utrecht, Hollend

The idea of » missionery laity found its wey into Hollerd in 1642,
following e conference given by Mother Lippits, M,D,, of the Catholic Medical
ﬁigsionaries at the University of Utrechte The result of this conference was
Lhe founding of e medic<l missionary circle whose objective wes to form and to
prepare students in medicine, for work in the missions. The medicel missionary
3iréle existed only for a year when in 1943 the universities weré closed by
the Germens and a grest number of students were deported into Germeny. Since
Rt was extiemely difficult to expand the work at this time, the development of
the ides wes left to the judgment of seech student,
After the liberation, the group planned to establish a medicrl ocircle

imilar to that at Wurzburg. Medical.students at the University of Utrecht
[ould receive their spiritusl treining from the mecdicel institute. The project
maé extremely difficult to realize, because the movement was not sufficiently
known either by the Netherleands episcopate or by the Dutch people. Communi-
petions with the Dutch East-Indies had not yet been reestablished, There was
? greater need at this time for intensive propegenda before the dream of an
insfitute could be realized,

In February, 1946, the Utrecht group ceme under the guidance of the
student chaplain who consented to give them their spiritual formstion. They
Llso wished to interest students in missionary ideas who were studying in
Lother universities in Hollend. 7The directives hich they attempted to follow
in their morsl formetion were as follows:s frequent communion, weekly assistance
et Mass as a group; recollection; bi-monthly conferences on the integretion

of religion into daily life; a course of missiology; conferences given by the
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lhembers themselves on subjects relested to the missions; en annuel retreet,

In 1946, at the close of the acudemic yesr, His Eminence John Cardin-

1l de Jong, Archbishop of Utrecht, gaeve his approval and blessing to their
ovameﬁt. Meanwhile the group made contact with other lay missionary groupss

d Lucem, the Institute of Wurzburg, AUCAM and the Lay Auxiliaries of the
issionsse Thus they acquired by degrees a more comnlete view of the lay
issionary movement end the plece it had in the accomplishment of the spostolic
ask of the Church, Recognizing that medicel personnel could reslize only one
spect of the ley epostolate, the group decided to broaden the base and to
dmit into their ranks, members of all the other Faculties of the University,
The medicel missionary circle at Utrecht then changed its name to Academische

Leken Missie Actie (University Ley Missionary Action).

The movement spreed in 1947 to the Universities of Amsterdam, Leyden,

ageningen. In 1949, & periodical was founded with the idea of strengthening
he missionary idea among its members end of diffusing it into other circles,
he geme year, new sections were esteblished at the Cetholic University at
imegen and rt the University of Groningue, The University Lay Missionary
ction groups are currently represented in missionary expositions orgenized
very year in meny cities in Hollend. These expositions serve to recruit

iends, who serve in an suxiliary capacity. They assist the work of the lay
issionaries by their prayers and through e minimum ennuel assessment.

The present membership includes 140 regulsr members and about 2000

uxiliery members, University Lay Missionary Action proposes to assume &s

ch as possible, financial responsibility for the needs of its mission per-
sonnel, To this end, a special committee was formed to esteblish similar

roups in each large city of Holland whose purpose it is to meke the contine
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ugnce of the work financielly possible. There are eleven members inftha
missions et the present time: two in Flores (Indonesia); two in New Guinea;
two in West Borneo; one in Makessar; one in Djekarta; two at Buitzenorg; one
in the Belgien Congo., Twelve others are preparing for the missions,
ASSOCIATION AD LUCEM

12 rue Guy de la Byosse
Paris, France

The end of the Associstion ¢d Lucem is to promote end to assist in

the participation of the laity in the work of the Church in the missions, in
prepering them to colleborpste under the immediaste direction of the local hier-
archy in the establishment and development of native Catholic Action, snd in
sducation end social action,

4d Lucem requires of its active members a gift of themselves to the
Church, in order to participste in missionary work according to the spirit and
within the structure of ﬁﬂ;EEEEE' This consecration is mede in the presencs
of the delegate of the Bishop-President and renewed each day. Ad Lucem re-
quires its members to have n certain professionsl skill whieh enebles them
to influence others more effectively., It admits as ective members only
young paople or families who have a general cultural background and a proven
irterest in the missions, Ad Lucem does not give either a technical formation
or an assurance of openings in the missions, Ad Lucem offers a spiritual and
missionary formation through its regional groups and through its publiocations,

The membership of Ad Lucem lis dispersea throughout the worlds
Japan, Indochina, India, Iren, North Africa, Egypt, Middle Congo, Cameron,
Senegal, Gabon, Madagescar, Ivory Coast, Nigeris, Soudan, Togo, Oubangui,
Tchad, Antillies, United St¢ates and Oceania, They belong to the following
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rofes:ionss pharmecists, socisl workers, nurses, doctors, midwives, veterine

riens, engineers, journelists, administrators, professors, megistrates, law=

ers, ethnologists, geologists, printers, merchants, farmers and asccountants,
Several medical foundations are now part of the mother-foundstion

t Bfok (Africa), begun in 1936 by Doctor Aujoulat., Fondetions Missionaires

d Lucem are at Vimwan, Bafang, Nden (Cameron), A socisl center has been es=
eblished at Douls erd at Lome, (Togo). Several lasy workers collsborsted in
cedemic missionery works et C.meron (normal end secondery schools); in Togo
'nd in High Volta, North Africa (secondery schcol). In France, in addition to
he formation of its members, 4d Lucem devotes a great part of its activity
o working with foreign students,
ASSOCIATION UNIVERSITAIRE CAVTHOLITUE-
POUR L'AIDE AUX MISSIONS
9 rue de Namur '
Louvain, Belgium

Aucem, »8 it is kuown, was founded about 1926 under the impetus of a
lgroup of professors of the University of Louvain in the medicel and agricul=
tursl centers, independent institutions, located in the mission centers of
the Belgian Congo. Three medical centers e:d two agricultursl centers have
as thair prineipal function the formetion éf a native ley elite, Although the
centers have attempted to meet zome of the medical needs for medicel care in
the area, their principal objective is the development of schools for native
medicel and agricultural assistents. Recently one of the medie:l centers and
agriculturel centers, with other orgenizrtions, established the first Univer=-
sity Extension center for Negroes in the Congo, under the direction of the
University of Louvein., The function of the university is the training of

dootors, farmers and administrators,
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The medical and agricultural personnel who lecture in this university
pxtension center are fifteen former students of the University of Louvain who
Cemporarily saefifice or definitely postpone a career in order to work toward
the formation of & netive Christien elite in the missions. Their contact with
the missions is mede through a liaison with the seme foundetions, The Mission
has en officiel agreement signed with the foundation end also by the lay missiong
pries. Members maintein spirituval contset with the parent group through cor-
respondence with priests who direct the foundation.

Meanbers of Aucam do not make vows nor do they live in community,.

though they generslly work in teams, they meintein separcte living arrange-

ents; since they are not obliged to celibacy, they cen give an exemple of a

Phristien femily life,

COLLEGIO UNIVFRSITARIO DI PADOVA
PER FUTURI MEDICI MISSIONARI
17 Vie Memmo
Padus, Italy

The purpose of the University College at Pedue is to prepare mediocal

tudents who propose to practice as physicians ard surgeons in mission couns
ries. Through an intensive spiritual end morel formetion, in rerfecting
heir professionel preparstion snd offering thum the means of missiological
preperation, the study of langusges end ethnology, the lay medical missionaries
pre ready to place their professional skills at the service of the missions,.
Direction of the University College of Padua is given by a council
pomposed of priests and professors on the Fgculty of the University of Padua.

The college is open to all university students of Itely es well as to native

iversity students of the mission countries who wish to serve as lay mission=

ries,
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A primary condition for admission to the University College is thet

Lhe candidate be an ective member of Catholic Action. In addition to a chare

cter reference from the parish priest, a medicel certificete is &lso required,
oceptance of the cundidate depends on the Jjudgment of the council vhich also
liminates those who seem unsuited for work in the missions, Students of the

University College follow the curriculum in Medicine end Surgery in the Univer-

Eity of Padua.
Students are not bound by any vowe. In their field of work in the

issions, they act simply a&s Catholies in a professional cepacity. They are
ssured & salery through work contracts with the missionary congregetions with
hich they sre associated.

Durationr of the period of service in the missions is not determined,
ut after a yeer of triazl an agreement mey be concluded between the lay
issionary end the missionary congregations to which he has offered his serviceg
fhevever possible, the medical missionary is sent to work in hospitals in

arger metropoliten areas where surgeons are much needed. S8Students who fail
[he examinations of the fmeoulty of medicine at the University of Prdua are not
jallowed to remain in the University College. Students are held to the obsere

vance of the spirituel rule which is designed to meet the needs of the univer-

jsity student,

MISSIONARZTLICH=8 ISSTITUT
7 Salvetorstr.,
Wurzburg, Germany
The Institute of Medicel Missionaries was founded in 1822 with the
approval of the Holy Father snd the Bishop of Wurzburge. The purpose of the

Institute is the formation and the treining of medical missionaries, to supply
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missionaries with medicines and equipment, to orgenize specisl cour;;s in
medicine for missionaries, ‘

While following the medicael curriculum at the University of Wurze
burg, students live at the Institute and receive their religious and ascetical
training., After obtaining their degrees, students have en intermeship of
three years, specializing in different services, followed by an interneship
of three months at the Medico-Iropical Institute at Hamburg,

The Institute consists of two divisions: (1) Missionary doctors,

who before departure, during the ceremony of consecration of service to the
missions, teke an osth to work in a missionary post for at least ten years
without special remuncration, Tre Missionary Institute signs a contract with
the superior of the mission. In this contract the medical missionary agrees
to work entirely under the direction of the superior of the misssion for ten
years, In return, the superior undertskes responsibility for the maintenance
of the medical missionary snd if such should be the case, of his family.

Such maintenance includes room and bosrd, expense of trensportation to tre
mission -as well ag the return trip, end a small annuel salary for extrae
ordinary expenses varying acecording to circumstences, Missionary doctors of

the Institute are generslly married. (2) Women doctors and nurses; these

are a closed community in the sense of the papel constitution, Provida Mater

Ecclesia, thet is medicel missionary service is considered as a vocation.
They live Zollowing the evrngelical counsels; their departure for the missions
is made only in a group, which according to locel needs, usuelly consisted

of = dootor, nurse and a mid-wife; they undertake special tasks in the
ﬁissions under the direction of & superior and live in community. If the

superior of the mission so wishes, they cen in the neme of the Institute end
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under mandate, underteke the direction of a hospital or clinic, Before their
nominztion to the post, a contract is signed between the superior of the
mission end the Institute of Medicel Missionaries, It is similar to that of
the missionary doctors but can be modified according to the needs of the
missione Although women doctors and nurses are licensed to practice in Ger=-
meny, in particul:r ceses they also teke the exeminations of foreign univer-
sities. Mecical equipment, especially instruments, are furnished by the
Institute., Twenty-six doctors who have fulfilled all the requirements of the
Institute of Wurzburg, are working in the missions, PFifty members are in
preparation,

SOCIETE DES INFIRMI®RES MISSIONAIRES

4109 rue Saint-Hubert
Montreal, Canadea
The Society of Missionary Nurses, founded in 1942, is an association

of lay women who intend to go to the missions, The Apostolic Constitution

of His Holiness Fius XII, Provide Mater Ecclesia classes this soclety amonr

secular institutes. The members of the Bociety dedictte themselves in wvirtue
of their oath of stability to work for the glory of God end the salvetion of
souls in the missions. The special end of the sociéty is the preation of a
regular medical service and the Christien formation of a cempetent netive
medical personnel,

The Society exacts of its members the private vows of chastity,
poverty, obedience, the common life and the oath of stebility. The vows are
included in the oath. The end to be atteined through the establishment of
the common life is to eoreate.a. favorable milieu for the full Christiasn devel-

opment of their individual and professional life, and as a special end, the
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organization of a medical missionary service that is both adecuate ;nd effec=
tive, Three years and a half of preparatory courses precede the oath of
stability which makes the murse a definitive member of the Society,

The rule of the Third Order of St, Dominic has been adapted as the
structure of the interior life., Mindful thet the Church exacts a solid fore
maetion for the apostolate, it has orgenized its progrem of study along trae
ditionel lines: Holy Scripture, liturgy, spiritual life,

Nurses are encouraged to deepen medical oconcepts elreedy learned and
to be informed on the progress of nursing and medicine in general. The know-
ledge and experience of each member becomes then the possession of =11, and
moet useful for the preparstion of missionary nurses who serve through their
profession, the Church and the missions,

Specisl emphesis is placed on missionary vroblems for the purpose of
strengthening the missionary spirit. A medicel missionary center attempts
to0 meet requests of communities in the missions for supplies, through the
cooperation of doctors, dentists, phermacists, pharmaceutical compenies, whe
contribute s:mples, medicines and used equipment,

The ordinary budget of the Society is assured also through the
salaries received by the nurses in their work in hospitals end clinics, The
Society undertekes the responsibilities of maintenance of its members with all
the risks of health and other contingencies, Members share their possessions
in common. At present, no dowry is required, The extraordinary budget of
the Society is assured through gifts. In the missions, medicsl services
assure in & certein measure the daily meintenance of the teams,

The Society mccepts as menbers women who have completed their

eighteenth birthdey end who are not more than thirty. There are three cate-
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gories of members: women doctors, nurses, medical techniciens, or those who
wish to train in any of these fields, The candidete is asked to present
certificates of baptism, confirmation; chsracter references, health and
professional certificates. Every person wishing to begln or pursue medical

studies for missionary service is expected to have the qualifications of the

school where she expects to be admitted as a student.
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