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CHAPZER X

In his professional service the social worker lhiss many
objectives., He may be helping an individusl or growp to make s
petter envirommental adjustment, or he may be meeting needs or
helping groups or individuals with problems. 7These are proximate
gorls, There are other goals such as: aiding in persomality
growth, contributing to social health, and promoting citizenship.
These are intermediate goals. .

These goals, in themselves, seem rather mesuingless
unless one considers the purpose of 1ife, the uliimste goal of
man's existence here on this exrth. The ultimate ebjective of
Social Work, then, is to help individuals or growps to remove
obstacles in the path of life's ultimate goal through soeinl
work services and metheds, If 1t is granted that this be true,
it is then ifmportant that sosial workers be aware of the means
to this ultimate end besides knowing the mesus to the proximate
and intermedinte obhjectives.

It is the Catholieo belief that this ultimate objective
is 8 perfect union with God and that this objeotive can de

i
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attained through God's love for us and because of His love for
us. This implies that His creatures should obey God's laws and
the laws of nature as ordered by God. 7o do this it is helpful
to know God’'s laws, When one is helping others toward their
ultimate objective 1t is necessary that one know and be aware of
God's laws,

Moral probloms camnet be separated from the other
problems of life because of the wholeness of man and the
necessity of his final end,

To who has been engaged in saional social
m’“’m 2 brief time it is &v&éom'& there is
need on the part of the individual worksr fer practical
knowledge of basic moval principles perteining to
moral questions., The experienced worker is aware that
the profession of social work is oomcerned mumwxy
mm oy ¢ ot Wx; sultl Lot
W no W ng -
culties in the field of morsls, yrienced workers
need not be reminded of the necessity of equipping
thomselves with an underst of principles of
noralis) twmmm»m«w,wmhntuf 1
being able to make & proper referral for their selution.
POSET ‘The purpose of this study is to determine what has
been the experisnce of social workers in relation to ethioal
problems,

In the questionmnaive, fouwr ethical problems are

presented. The first problem is whether the caseworker has

1 mhﬁ Rh mmm’ ;,;;~».
Milwaukee, 1951, pages 1-2 » Megal Probloms in
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ever boen asked to refer a client to & birth control clinle,
mis question attempts to find out whether soclal workers have
peen asked by the client, by the supervisor, or any other person
heving anything to do with the case, for a referral to a clinilc
that is mown te support the practice of artificial means of
birth contrel. What factors have influenced this referral?
The second problem concerns placing & child in an institution
that automatically sterilizes its inmates. Have social workers
been asked to make such & placement and what factors have been
determinants in who makes such & placement? The third problem
asks 1if the caseworker has ever wet a situation where & client
1s considering an sbortion as & way out of her problem. What
factors have made this particular worker meet this situation?
The fourth prodlem msks if the soeial worker has had a validly
married Cathelic consider a legal divorce and remmrriage. What
are the factors that have made s partioular worker meet or not
meet this situstion?

As thege problems involve morsl issues, there 18 a
question about whether a social worker has consulted a clergyman
in regards to any of these problems. Soclsl workers consult
lawyers, dectors, psychiatrists, and other professional peraons
for advice in certain matters; 80 this question asks if they
have consulted one who is considered an authority on moral
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problems in regards to the fowr ethical problems as atated above.

In ethias there are two concepts which are considered
pasic to the application of ethics to a partiocular situation;
therefore, there is a question which asks, in technlcal terms,
whether the social worlcer understands the principle of double
effect and the principles regarding cooperation in evil, It is
felt that the social worker should remember these terms 1f hw
expects %o apply these principles to a particular situation,

The last question asks if the social worker feels he
was adequately prepared in & school of social work to handle the
four ethical prodblems atated above, This queation seeks to
inmow the feelings of the mam worker in regard to the curricu-
lum of the schools of social work in the area of ethics as
spplied to secial werk, |

THOD: The methed used in this study $o scquire data was the

1, S8echool eof SMm Work Attendeds

Yeur graduateds _
2. Undergraduste School Attended:
Year graduated: ‘
3. Age _____ Mele _____ Female ____ Priest Hun




B.

c.

D,

E,

4, Religion

5., MNmber of years in social work tice
BEFORE graduation from schoo a::' social work
APTER graduation from school of seocial work

6. Agenc aw:.ma in at maemsz
Posit .

I YOUR CASEWORK WWE EAVE TOU ENCOUNT
ING SITUATIONS!

1. You are asked to refer a client %o a birth emol
elinle. YES

2. You are asked to place & mentally deficient ame: in"ﬁ""
institution whioch automatically wer.uiugzémuga

3. A client is considering abortion as a way out™of her

mb ¥ES NO
4. A Catholic olient valy  married is considering a
legal divorcee and re . ¥E8 ____ NO

IN ANY OF THESE SITUATIONS DID YOU CONSULT WITH A

ERED THE FO

NG
DO YOU FEEL YOU UNRDERSTAND THE POL i¢ CONCEPTS IN ETHICS?

1. The principle of the double effect YES
2. The principles governing amraﬂ&a in evil, m D

DO YOU PEEL YOU WERE mxmrmmmnmw
SITUATIONS IN QUESTION maa THE ETHICAL POIN
VIEW, IN THE SCHOOL OF YES

SOURCE: The questiomnsire was sent to all graduates of Catholle
schools of social work as listed in the membership directory of
the American Assoclation of mm Workers., This group totaled
354 members. The questionnaires, with an accompanying letter,
were sent out with a self-addressed, stamped enmvelope to fucili-
tate their retwrn. Of the 354 questiomnaires sent out, six were
returned unopened as the addressee was no longer located at the
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address 1isted in the directory. Of the 348 members, two mmn-
dred and forty-four retwrned the questionnaire. This is a8 T0%
response, This large response may possidbly be explained by *he
rfact that the source is predominantly Catholic and that gradu-
ates of Catholic aschools of social work have an interest in this
subject. The briefness of the questiomnaire, the ease with
which 1t could be answered, and the self-addressed, stamped
envelope are all factors which may have contributed to the large
response .,
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION URCE _
identifying infmum presents some charscteristics of the
group that responded to thia questiomaire,

SCHOOLS OF SOCIAL WORK ATTENDED:  Graduates of all the
Catholic schools of secial work in the United States are repre-
sented in the respondents., The mmber of respondents from
each school 13 more or less in proportion to the emrolliment of
each school, with the exception of Our Lady of the Lake, which
started to confer the Master's degree very recently.




TABLE X
SCHOOLS OF SOCIAL WORK ATTENDED
CHOOLS §O. OP

jational Cathelic Sohool of Social Service . . 89
POSEON COLIERE « o ¢ » s .6 o s 0 s o s ¢ s o ¢« D}
Seint Louls University .
Pordhom NIVErsity « ¢ o ¢ « s « » s ¢ o o ¢ « 35
Toyols Undversity . « o o o » o 6 ¢ ¢ o 2 o s &7
Our Lady of the LaKe o « o « o o o o o 0 b o s

toti‘bb&%

*
-
*

5
B
E
s
2
3
’

TOTAL 244

date of m mapeuames varies from twenty years or more to one
year, Sixty percent received the Master's degree within the
last eight years.




TABLE IX
YEARS GRADUATED FROM A SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

¥EARS

Up 60 1932 & ¢ « o s s o 0 6 ¢ s 5 ¢ 14
1933 60 1936 4 ¢ o 4 v.b o s 0 0 0 e s IO
1937 0 1980 . « o ¢ o e v v s v s 0 s 29
1981 60 198H . . 4 ¢ e e 0 s s 0 0 o s h2
1945 to 1948 . . ¢ e s v e v v e TO
1949 to 1982 o ¢ v ¢ s s o v s e s o s TT
mmwtmnaivenﬁ....‘....._;g

244

from a camm m»mdmu school, and amuy«-rm graduated
from a non-Catholic undergraduate school; three did mot reply
to this question. It may bde presumed, therefore, that the first
group, 64% of the respondents, had a course in ethics in thelr
undergraduate training.

AGE: A mwmu:.m is seen that would almost £it into the
normal cwrve concept. In a professional field you would expect
to find such 8 distribution, Only a few are found over fifty-
five years of age and we see a majority in the younger years,
This can be acccunted for by the newmess of the fleld of social
work as s profession,




25 » 29 4 ¢ o s s 6 s 6 6 s 00 29
30«38 . . . vt s a0 es 86
35 =39 . ¢ 0060609000000 58
o « Bl , . . s v s e s s s e B
B5 o 89 o o o ¢ ¢ 6 6 ¢ 6 06 6 6 ¢ 29
50 « 58 4 ¢ 4 6 v s 0 s 0 s 0w s 22
ES and OVer . . & « o s ¢ s s » s 8
Infarmation Not Given . . . & + » _2

TOTAL 244
SEXt Seventy-two were males and one hxndred and seventy-two
were femmles., This distribution would be expeoted because of
the large mmber of females in the field of secisl werk.
PRIES Ninsteen were priests and ninsteen were
mms. If one were to look at the enrellment of a Cathelic wm{
of soolal service, one would expect to find a proportionate
nupber simiiar to what is found here.
RELIGION As the study is concerned with Catholic schools of
social work, one would be expected to find a preponderance of
Catholics. The distribution found in Table IV seems to be the
same as you would find enrolled in a Catholic graduate schoel
of social work.
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JeWlth o « o o o o 0 e s b s . b w
Groek OrthodoX + « o « o » o o« +
HO RRlABION ¢« 4 o o v o o s & ¢ »
No Information Given . . « « « ¢« ¢ _ 2

200
Protestant . + + « ¢ ¢ s ¢ s 0 0 o - 29
10
1
2

Conaidering this the muber having had experience before
graduation is a majority. Because of the newness of the pro-
fession it has been necessary to employ untrained people in the
field. As is seen here, many of these individuals do go on to
professional training.




mamﬁeme.......‘.;‘.....110
LE03YOAPB o v o o o 6 6 6 0 0 s 00 0o s 56
o 6JORYE .+ o o s « o0 s 6 o 00 v e oo 32
TEO O FOULS & o« s ¢ ¢ 0 0 6 o 006 000 18
10 60 12 yOAPB . 4 o o » o s 5 0 s 5 s s+ o 13

Over 12 YO&YrB . « o s 4 o 5 » ¢ ¢ » o ¢ & s & 15
TOTAL 244

w K&z In view of the large Wr of recent graduates,
ﬁiamtﬂwmnmsmtama& mumber have only had a few
years of experience after graduation frem a school of soclsl
work,




1E03YORYE « « v o s s o s v o s s o oo s B2
kw.ﬁm.....‘......‘..K..68
TEO O PEArS ¢ « o o o s o 2 s 6 0 o8 s s« 36
10 6 12 J88Y8 o « o ¢ s 2 ¢ v 6 ¢ 0 s 0 s o 30
13 to 15 years 27
16 60 18 YOATS « o s o v o o o s 4 0 s e s T

L)

-
*
3
-
[
»
L 3
-
.
L
.
*
»
*
L

Mx‘lawm O Y O R S A

Teble VII would be mt one would expect of gradmﬁes of
Catholic sohools of social work,




Qaﬁhm&c‘*..,.
PUBIEC o o 4 o s o s e s s 0 0 000+ T8
NOMeSOOBAPABR o « o 4 o o 4 s o o s o o 50
JeWLIS o ¢ ¢ 4« ¢ 5 ¢ v 2 6w s e s 0 e s 3
Other Sectarisal . « + o o o « o« ¢ « o » 2
Bchools of Social WOrk « « « » « s » + » &
6
7
8

mwmmmd_ioccbttchﬁdm
TOTAL 244

POSITION: Although & large number are caseworkers, the
majority are in supervisory or administrative positions.
Because of the scaroity of trained professional workers,

13

it

would be expected that many of them would be in positions of
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F_RESPONDENTS

ROSITION
CRsowOTMBY o v o o o 2 o o s ¢ s 6 00 6+ Th
SUPETVABOL & 4 s 4 s s s s s e s e s O
meﬁw‘..s..i..'ﬂ..,......‘.. 37
Executive Secrebary . « « + « ¢« o+ 2 o s o 16
Pleld Representative . . + ¢ + o s ¢ « + «
ABBE, DITECLOT & o « 4 o ¢ ¢ 5 0 ¢ o 5 » o
Consulbant « o ¢« + ¢« i 5 6 s s s e s e
Administrator . « « ¢« ¢ ¢ 5 4 2 s e 600
Persommel Officer . 4 ¢ o o« ¢ & & s & ¢ o
Professor . o o o+ 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ & 6 ¢ o 5 o & »
ROBEATCH ¢ o & o s o 6 ¢ 5 ¢ o 5 5 ¢ 4 »
Superintendent . . . ¢ s s ¢ o 2 8o 6o
Public RelBtIONS « o o « o « s s o ¢ o o »
Director of VOSRtiONS . « « « « « » o « «
Rector of Iatin School . & + v « o o & o «
Asst, PRBBOT . s o v o 4 & 4 o s & 8 o »
NO Qnswer « » o« » ¢ ¢ 5 o s o s 5 o & o

TOTAL
RESENTATION OF THE STUDYs  The study will be presented in
the order that the questions are listed on the questiomnalire,
The responses to each question wlll be discussed and the data

-y
0w

L

lﬁwwwwwwwww

*

£
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presented in a table. Comments that were added will be present-
ed where they are relevant to the natwre of the study in that
they may explain the nature of the respenses or the reasons for
the nature of the diatribution. The responses will be carrelate
ed in tables with data in the ldentifying information in an
atteapt to explain the respouses.

The second chapter will deal with the first four
questions regarding the ethieal problems. The third chapter
will deal with the way these problems were handled and the
ethical background of the group, The final chapter will deal
with whatever conclusions are to be drawm from this study.




CHAPTER II
THE POUR ETHICAL FROBLENS

The tabulation of the responmses to each question will
first be given, along with comments which the respondents may
nave volunteered to write in, Then a correlation of thsse re-
sponses will be made with certain facters in the identifying
information, with the hope that these correlations may indicate
some underlying patterns.

Question B 11 Have you been asked o refer s cliemt to a birth

Birth contrel is & large problem facing soclety todsy
and meny present it as & solution to what is seen 83 owr pepu-
lation problems. Because of this controversy, it is swrprising,
then, that only 25% have given the affirmative answer to this
question.

16
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- | TABLE IX

Responses to Question
Regarding Birth Control

Zotal 2

Have been asked : ,
to make 8 referrfl . o ¢ ¢ s 4 2 6 o @ 61

Have not been asked
Mmammrral.'..'g.“.l?'ﬁ

Noanswer o« « « ¢ o« o s o s ¢ 0 ¢ 6 ¢ 7T

one individual stated, "The bigpest problem in ethics
I face day by day is the use of contraceptives by Catholic hus
bands and wives and the problems continence brings to a
marriage.” This individusl sees birth control ss & very real
problem, Certainly the conflict that is presented is a very
real one and one would expect to see it more generally found as
a problem facing caseworkers.,

Another individual sees it from a different point of
view, This individual believes the question comes up, "but not
from the point of view of definite recommendations., It is more
or less mmuy thrown out as something to think sbout as a
possible solution - whioh is promptly ignored and not followed
through.” Xt is possidle that the statement given above may
explain the small percentage of individuals who have actually
become involved im this problem. Pomssibly, as this person states)
in casewerk, birth control as a solution to other problems was
passed over quickly by the casewerker or client because of the
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poral 18sué involved. Another comment states, "only once - and
not by client. Person asking anticlpated my answer and accepted
my explanation.” This comment weuld possibly show the reluctance
of 8 slient to bring such & problem to an agency especially if
it is a Cathelic agency, or if the client knows the werker is a
catholic., This could be explained on the basis of the very wide
publicity given to this problem.

TABLE X

RRELATION OF RELIGION 70 ANSWERS
REGARDING BIRTH CONTROL

XES L NHO 2
61 176 % L.

-

42 153 7T
13 16

Jewlish ‘ ;
No Religion i

ot
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TABLE XI

CORRELATION OF AGENCY TO

AGENOY JES | KO O_ANSVER
TOTAL 6 | ar6 | 4

Public 27
catholic | 12
Non Sectarian 18

:va»wggg
5

;mam

It seems abm that a larger percentage of none
Catholic werkers than Catholie workers have met the problem and
the same would apply 8s %o Catholic and mon-Catholic agencies.
This fact would support the notion that pessibly the Catholio
ceseworker or c¢lisnt has passped over the issue very quickly
because of the feelings of the Catholic in regard to the moral
issue involved as the earlier comments have mentioned.

It should not Be overlooked that possibly the
Cathelic worker or agency is dealing with clients who do not
eoncern themselves with birth control, Possidly it should de
considered that the Catholic worker or client who is hesitant
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go bring this issue forward is actually looking at the problem,
g0 which birth contrel is offered as & solution, in the most
pealistic manner, and allowing the focus ¢o be placed upon a
pesl solution to the problem presented, The difficulty here
may be the possibility of hostility toward the agency if this
problem 18 not dealt with by the worker.

guestion B-2, Have you been ssked to place a memtally deffolent
child in an imstitution which sutomatioally sterilizes immates;
Recently some state legislatures have passed laws which require
sterilization of mentally deficient children placed in state
institutions. The problem for the worker (especially the
Catholic werker who is aware of the moral problem involved)
becomes very complex especially in regard to material coopera-
tion in evil. It is surprising that only 10% have been asked

to malke such a placement., This could be explained on the basis
that the Catholic agency or worker will aveid such a placement,
that few graduates of Catholic schools of soocial work are worke
ing in agenciles making such placements, or that actually such
placements are not too mumercus as most institutions do not
sutomatically sterilize or that a great many states do not have
laws requiring autematic sterilization. Iwenty-eight states

do have laws mqﬁr&us compulsory sterilization of deficients .a
1mm; maﬁnv.a.mne Health mwt;éw

&,
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TABLE XII

RESPONSES T0 QUESTION
BEMW STERILIZATION

w1 2uy

Have met situation of
placement . . « + » o s ¢ o 5 2 o+ o 2B

Have not met situation of
ﬁiawnmn‘k.'.a.«.-n«.‘.alu

HO GOBWEI o o o 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ o % 5 & & & 6

Some individusls even qualified their "yes" answer to
this question with "The children are sterilized only upon par
ents' consent.” Another stated that only “"some” are automatiocald
ly sterilized., Another, who is now in an sdministrative
position, commented that automatic sterilization "was not
establisbed practice in the commnity" when she had her casework
experience. Ome person saw it as a grave problem, "What becomes
of the mentally deficient in a state with & sterilization law?

I have tried to argue that the church should provide other
facilities for the children of Catholies that camnot accept this
law or should fight to have it changed - No results, as yeté"

e

awm today, only in a few states are they mmt:.w. m» 51%4
uation is due insipally to strong popular

scientific mﬁmﬁ.ﬁu o sterilization, baaim amt&@n&:&m
and administrative difficulties in mm»cm the laws. A swvey

made :.n 1 md that such statutes were funoti  effectd
% four states, with moderate efficacy in z.sh nore,
l2 1 mﬁns an » Operations were performed only

ammaam ir at all




CORRELATION OF RELIGION
WITH ANSWERS TO QUESTION
REGARDING STERILIZATION

e xes | O

. _ZOTAL gk, | 21b
catholic 20 174
Protestant

Jewish

ireek Crthodox

No Religion

No Information given

0 0O O » W

CORRELATION OF AGENCY TO
m smmzam
Public 3
Catholic 16

mm»g§§s%

g
i
.
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The nunmber having made placement 18 not a very signi-
ficant ene, but 1t can be seenm that Cathelics and those working
in Catholic agencies sre involved in this problem. Catholic
agencies do a great deal of work with children, and, therefore,
should be extremely interested in seeing that scmething is done
to rolve this problem, which is a grave one despite the few who
have been asked w maloe such placements,

Wt mmunmwmummmmamm
medical profession for mauy years. A large percentage, 46%,
have met this problem. Abortions may be sought for meny
reasons, medical, social, smotional, er economic. Chances are
the emotional element will enter into wost oases and it is thus
seen that those seeking sbortions are in particular need of
casework services,

TARLE XV
mma WQ&S&'IW
DING ABORTION

Have had olient
mmmtm....u;. 112

Have not had olient
mﬁw&w@&m......¢ 125

mmmﬁmsﬂ.wna.‘;.., T




this question.
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Mere were no pertinent comments with the snswers to

In Catholis agencies, family problems and problems
with umarried pregnant women sre often seen. In Tables XVI
and XVII 1%t 45 seen that the problem of abortion is met by a

large percentage of Catholics and Cathelic agencies,.

the seriousmess of this problem and the chances being great that
abortion will be met especially in Catholic agencies, it is
impertant that the gradwate of a Catholic school of secial work
be thoroughly aware of the ethical principles invelved in the

problem of abertion,

Public

Catholic
Non-Sectarian 16
Other Sectarian L]
Jewish 2
No agency given 2

© © o ® = O k.
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TABLE XVII
CORRELATION OF RELIGION
WITH mms TO QUESTION
REGAF | ABORTION
RELIGYON A 88 | NO NO ANSWER
Catholic 93 300 7
Protestant 10 19 0
Jewish 5 5 0
Greek Orthedox 0 i 0
No Religion 0 2 0
No Religien given 0 2 0

clisnt, yalidly merried, m was considering s legal diveres smd
marriage: A good majerity (67%) has met this problem. This
Mm percentage should be of great concern to social workers
because of the threat that divorce is to the family. One of
the basic principles held in social work and psychiatry is the
importance of the family t0 the development of its members,
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Total 2hy

Have had client consider
divorece and remarriage . ., . 164

Have not had client consider
divorce and remsrrisage . . . 76

¥o information gimn e s o s B

A few stated that they had met the problem of divorce,
but "if remarriage is intended we are not told about 1t." Ane
other stated, "But a good Catholie tries to do something about
this situation.” This is true, but it could alse be said that
2 good sasewerker tries te do something sbout this situation.

It 18 important to see our present culture in regards
to this situation., Diverce is prevalent in owr cultwre today.
of course, this does not say that it is good, but it does ex~
plain partially the reason why we have 8 large incidence of
this problem in social agencies.

&
#—»wu% 53 m

0
%har s&ew&m 0




Catholic 3
Protestant ‘ 1
Jewish 5 5
No Religion 1 i
Gresk Orthodex 1 0
¥o Religlon glven 2 o

It can be seen that the percentage of these having met
the problem 18 greater among non-Cathelics and in non-Cathelic
agencies than among Catholices or in Catholic agencies. This
wonld be expested because of the laws of the Cathelie Chwreh
regarding dlvorce and remarriage.

Summary: In Chapter II it is seen that the problem of birth
control was met by 25%. A larger percentage of non-Catholiecs
and those woarking in non-Catholic agencies met the problem of
birth control than did Catholics or these working in Cathelic
agencies. ‘The problem of automatic sterilization of the
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mentally deficient was met by only 10%. IS was noticed that
catholics and those in Catholic agencies have met this problem
to some degree. The problem of abortion was met by 464, ‘The
high percentage of Catholics and those in Catholic agencies who
have met this problem was noted. The problem of diverce and re-
marriage was wet by 67%, the largest percentage, indicating

its prevalence. It was noted that non-Catholics and those in
non~Catholie agencies met this problem to 2 greater degree than
d44 Catholics and those in Catholic agencies,




CHAPTER III

CONSULTATION AND ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

In this chapter the remsinder of the questions en the
questiomnaire will be discussed. The responses will be present-
ed; comments will be brought forth; and facters in the
identifying information will be correlated with the responses.
The questions to be discussed are those regarding the consulte-
tion of a clergyman, the principles of double effect, the
principles governing cooperatioen in evil, and the feeling of
being adequately prepared in the school of secial work to
handle the four ethioal problems from the ethical point of view.

ESTION . In iy of Shese situstions did yeu comsuls with 8
clergyman: The clergyman, becsuse of his training in the area
of morals, should be sble %o advise the werker about the
handling of a situation involving moral issues. Not quite half
{47%) 414 comsult with a clergyman about the fow ethical
problems. The percentige might have bYeen higher if more of the
workers had had an epportunity %o cope with these problems,
Typical responses were, "Pastors are glways consulted whenever
2 veliglous question is involved,” or "Woeuld have consulted a
olergyman if 1% were necessary." Others sald, "Client was

29
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asked to speak with her priest.” As these individuals all
answered negatively, 1t can be seen the willingness to oconsult
a clergyman is mush better than the percentage indiocates.

TABLE XXX

RESPONSES 70 QUESTION
REGARDING CONSULTING A CLERGYMAN

Zotal 2hh
Have consulted a clergymen . . » . . 144
Have not consulted a clergyman . . . T9
Mo information glven . « + + « + » + 32
Already ave 8 0lergyman . + « « » o 19

tne individual stated, "Except for the Jesults and a
yory few Catholic priests, most social workers are better off
not consulting clergyman because, frankly, they don't have the
answer, nor the solution, and werst of all the understanding! -
This is my opinion.” This individual does state that some
oclergymen can be helpful. As the fleld of soclial work is & new
one, 1t is difficult, at times, to find individuals in other
professions who understani the role of the social worker in
these situations. It 1s to be hoped that clergymen will become
better informed as the edusated public's understanding of
lncian behavier increases. The hope that clerymen will increase
in wnderstanding and knowledge of the fleld does not mean that
the social worker should not consult the clergyman; Just as the
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social worker would mot hesitate to consult a doctor or lawyer
about & medical or a legal problem just because the professional
person may not have an understanding of social work. One should
alse consider the opportunity of interpreting social work to the
clergy.

catholic® 57 12

Non Sectarian 19

Other Sectarian 1

Jewish ,

No Information given 2 4
#19 are amwﬁ

0

One thing that is noticed in Table XXII 4is that 2
eonsiderable musber of these in non-sectarian agensies have cone
sulted with & olergyman. This may de interpreted as very
encouraging; it might indicate that workers in non-sectarian
agencles are more aware of ethical problems than is pepularly
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TABLE

 CORRELATION OF RELIGION T0
QUESTTION REGARDING CONSULTING A CLEROYMAN

— _70 114

Catholic# 101

Protestant 10

Jowish

Greek Orthedex

No Religiom

No Information glven
*19 are ahrwfn

» » o o & U [3[8

2 O O W

A larger percentage of Gtholies have consulted with
a clergyman than have non-Catholics. This could be explained
perbaps by the fact that Catholics have traditionally been more
disposed to gsonfide in their clergyman than non-Cathelics have,

Do you feel you understand the followimg concepts

.+« The principle of doudble effect.
2, e wﬁm&pﬁm governing cooparation in w&.l.

These two othical principles are basic in the applica-
tion of ethicsl facts to a particular situation, Consequently
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it is necessary that the smm worker have an understanding of
these principles and an asquaintance with their techmical names.
A good majority of those responding indicate they do have an
understanding of the principles; 794 state that they understand
the principles of doudle effect, and 884 state that they under-
stand the principles governing cooperation in evil,

wm v

NSES 70 QUESTION
REGARDING PRINCIPLE OF DOUBLE

Understands pranodple « o o+ o o ¢ ¢ s s o » s o o 194
Does not understand principle . « o « » ¢ ¢ ¢ « « H0O
HOBRSWEXr ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o s v s v s cno s v vae 30

TABLE XV
PONIRS LGARDING
PRINOLPLES GOVERNING COOPERATION SN EVIL

fot 2%
Understands prinoiple o+ « ¢ 4 o s ¢ ¢ s « o o ¢ o 215
Does not understand principle . « + &+ & 4 & « « +« 24
WO BRBWEY . o o o 6 o » 5 6 ¢ 9 5 » o 8 s ¢ 06 s 4 5

A few commented that they A4id not underatand the
principles (especially the principle of doubdle
these terms”, Another stated the question
for a non-Catholio practicing secial worker.
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they did "mot (understand the principles) fully”. One non-
Catholic went into detail.,

As & MM&e attending & Catholic
school of social work I encountered ge cencepts
SW Catholic interpretation of tmz for the first

During that peried X devel a fair
intellectual mwm m aa tme of m
The emotional soceptance was ﬁrr
great measwre. At present I rsm I have & 4oult
time recalling the interpretation of these concepts
as it was mumcd in graduate school,

In regard to the principle governing cooperation in
evil, one individuzl states, "could use more understanding of
the role of the third person e.g. the assistant,”

Because a great majority mﬂi&aﬁeé that they 41d
wderstand the principles, we can sssume that these terms are
mewwmawmmrmmwma.
Probably the non-Catholic who felt he had mot gained the
emotionel understanding of the principles hit at the reasen why
the gquestions were net clear %o the others. Since a large
m jority state thet they imow the principles, it could be
assumed that they were taught the principles as students, The
teaching of these principles should be intensive enough to
insure as much ewml mmtamng as possible,

One individual commented, "To the point of understand-
ing the principles of ethics involved, I have always felt that
any ethioal guestion as serious as those listed, should be
discussed with the priest because of the varying ramifications
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found in the individusl cases.” The writer would certainly

agree with this, but 1t would also be necessary %o imow the

principles in oxder to carry out the advice of the clergyman 4in

the aoctual interview situation.

TABLE XXVI

CORRELATION OF RELIGION TO Am oF
QUESTIONS REGARDING PRINCIPLE OF DOUBLE B

194

Catholic 173
Protestant i3
Jerish |
Greek Orthodox
No Religion

No infermation glven 2

-4

TABLE XXVI1
mwxm oF WGIM WW&S orF
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Heligion seems to have had some influence upon the
individunl ‘s understanding of the ethical prinsiples, but net to
any great extent. These are not religious principles; they ave
philosephical principles because ethics is a division of science
of philoszophy., The understanding of these principles would,
therefore, depend more upon one's philosophical training, It
oan be seen in Table XXVI that 87% of the gradustes of &
Cathelie undergraduste school said that they understood the
principle of double effect and 67% of those gradusting from a
non~Catholic undergraduate school expressed the same understand-
ing, In Table XXVIXI 90% of those graduating from & Catholic
undergraduate school said that they understood these principles
governing cooperation in evil and 83% of those gradusting from
a non«Cathelic undergraduate school expressed the same underw
standing.

CORRELATTON OF UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOL WITH ANSWERS 10

Catholie | | 135 16 5
Non Catholic 57 23 5
Fo information given

w0
T
©




Non-Catholic
Ne infermation given

o = u lon |z

Catholic | ' 140 11
7 13
° 3

se) you were MM: '-‘ ed to de

pT view, ir jchool T Bocla m * “i vl am?%q
the fowr cmm mmbm

| The school of social werk, snd particularly the
Catholiec sohool of sosisl work, has a respousibility te prepare
the greduating students te meet whatever pwoblems may arise
within the social worker's professional area, Certainly ethics
should be inclwded in this preparation. A majority (77%) did
feel M had been sdequately prepared to meet ethical problems
in 2 school of social work, Many qualified their answers by
atating they felt they were prepared, but they were not sure
whether they had received their preparation in their under-
graduate training or in the school of secial work.




- TABLE XXX

RESPONSES 70 QUESTION REGARDING
FEELING ADEQUATELY PREPARED

TOTAL 244
Felt adequately prepared . . + + + + . « « 188
Did not feel adequately prepared . . . . . 49
HO BOBWBY & o ¢ « ¢« ¢ ¢ v ¢ o 6 % &« o a o T

A few stated that they would like to have had addi~
tionsl courses in this aresa of ethlcs and others thought that a
"refresher course is needed”,

4 few non-Catholics gave thelr feelings gconcerning
this preparedness, One stated his position in this manner,

Ny dealing with the situations listed under
{B) has been maﬁ upon my understanding of good case~
work otice and wpon ovm moral convistions and
belief m I do net gquestion that these am&eﬁm and
baliafs have been a.ut‘luema, w some de r the
ethical and moral teachings of the Ca c aaa
work courses, bub in some instances wy beliefs and con-
victions remain different from those presented in
gradunte work.

Probadly the main value I 4 from mm
courses was the wunderstanding of Catl 14.@ philose
and belief, which has helped me to understand bet
the problems of Catholic els.auta with whom I have had
contact. In that sense I was betber prepared for pro-
feusional practice because of my training at a
Catholie sam:t of seoisl work.

Quite & gread number had doubts sbout their prepared-
ness.,

The competence aoc in lesrning how to
serve people with problems those listed above did
not come through classreom mwwm alone, nor even
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primarily through a school of secial work but there
was some learning of agzl:wd ethics to social work
problams in the gr school, Howdver, there was
not sufficient S.u#amtwa between the teaching of
what was scholastic philosophy and casework, ete,

Another stated

There is, of course, one answer %o this -
I learned the viewpoint of m Catholie church.
However in my present Jjob, I am learning mt 25 ﬂm
to graduats school to learn. How do {m
work this out thus sccept their chwreh! teashiua?

From Maa comments one would feel that it is import-
ant to know all ethical principles, but it is s8till move
important to lmow exactly how to apply these prinmoiples in the
interview situation.

 Religienm does not seem to have affected the responses
to this question to any great degree. One factor that is
noticeable in Table XXXI is that half of the priests and muns
felt they were not adequately prepared. A priest would be
considered an authority in this area and thus his response would
lend some weight to this question. One priest commented
A8 a priest, I knew what to do or would know

what to do 1f such questions arose. I would not have

known, however, if I bad only my training in soclal

work, for these things were not discussed at the school

of social work I attended dwring my time, or at least

I didn't get into any cowrses where they were dis-
cussed.,




cmwzxm 6? RE&I@IW TO _ANSWERS
' FEELING

RELIOION

Catholic i3i 29
Protestant 21 T
Jewish 9 o
No religion 1
Ho information given 0
Priest or Nun 2k 12

N O O W K oW e

Swmary: In this chapter it was seen that 47% had cousulted 2
garding the four ethical problems. A majority felt
that they understood the two ethical prineciples; 79% understood
the principle of doudle effect and B5% understood the prineiples
- governing cooperation in evil, It waz thought that one's
undergraduste training might have affected this knowledge. A
majority (77%) felt they were adequately prepared to deal with
the four ethical problems, but many commeuted that they felt
move integration was needed. Half of the priests and mums did
not feel that they weve adequately prepared in 2 school of
social werk, Yut they indlcated that they might have gained the

knowledge from ancther sowrce,




CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study was to determine what the
experience of social workers had been in relation to ethical
problems. Question B presented fowr ethical situations and
asked the respondent if he had encountered the situations,
These situations concernesd birth control, sterilization,
divorce, and remarriage. Question C asked the respondent if
he had consulted a clergyman in regard to the fouwr ethical
problems, The question attempted to determine to a limited de-
gree how the social worker had dealt with the problems.
Question D asked if the respeondent kmew two ethical principles,
the principle of double effect and the prineiples governing co-
operation in evil., This question attempted to determine the
intellectual preparedness of the respondent to deal with the
four ethical problems. Question E asked the respondent if he
felt adequately prepared by his sooialework education to deal
with the four ethical problems.

According to this study, diverce and contemplated re-
marriage by & Catholic client are the greatest prodblems faced
by graduates of Cathollic scheols of social work practicing in

A
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the field t;day, This problem was met by 674 of those respond-
ing. Abortion was the next most frequently met problem (46%);
birth control was met by 25%; and the proeblem of sutomatio
sterilization of mental deficients was met by only 10¥%. Many of
the respondents (U74) consulted with a clergymen in regard to
the four ethical problems. In regard to the two ethical
principles, 79% felt they understood the principle of double
effect and 887 felt they wnderstood the principles governing co-
operation in evil. A good majority (77#) felt they were
adequately prepared in a scheol of soclal work to deal with the
four ethical problems.

Throughout this atudy Catholies and non-Cathelics,
Cathelic mn&:&u and non-Catholic agencies have been compared.
This was dome because the religion and the agency of the
respondent seemed $o account for the way in which some of the
respondents answered the gueations preseuted to them.

A larger percentage of non-Catholios and these work-
ing in non-Catholic agencles have met the problem of birth
control than Cathollcs and those working in Catholie agencles,
From this one could say that non-Cathelics and those working in
non~Catholic agencies are more apt to meet the problem of
birth control.

Gatholics and those working in Catholic agencies do
meet the problem of sterilization of deficlents. Although only
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a few have mat this problem, certainly the Cathollc should be
aware of the ethical factors involved in such & procedure, The
problem of sbortion was also met by a large number of Catholics
and those in Catholic agencies, The reason both abortion and
sterilization of deficients was met by a large percentage of
Catholics and those in Catholi¢ agencies could wa:;hly be ex-
plained by the fact that Catholic agencies deal with family
problems %o a large degree. |

A larger percentage of non-Catholics and those in non~
Catholic agencies have met the problem of divorce &nd remarriage
by the Catholic client than Catholics or those in Catholic |
agencies. This would indicate the necessity for aon-~Catholics
to be aware of the ethical factor involved in divoree and re~
marriage.

Although more Catholics and those in Catholic agenciles
have censuited & olergymen than nen-Catholics and those im non~
Cathelic agencies, the musber of the latter who have consulted
8 clergyman is more than would be popularly belisved.

Catholles and graduates of Cathollic wnmdergraduate
schools seemed to have a better understanding of ethical
principles than non-Catholics and graduates of non-Catholic

dergraduate scheols. This fact might indicate that graduates
of Catholic cellepges were better prepared to deal with
athlcal problems met in social work than graduates of none
gatholic colleges.
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The religion of the respondents did not seem %o
affect, one way or another, their response to the question
whether they had been adequately prepared, by their scolal-work
training, to deal with ethical problems.

With & TO¥% respense to a questionnaire, one could
assume that there is a great deal of interest in the subject of
ethics as 1t relates to social work. Certainly, if the social
worker 18 $0 consider the client in his entirety, he must
consider mew's wltimate goal in life and thus he must know
ethics 50 as to lmow when the client 1s blocked in his pathway
to his witimate end. One respondent, who 13 & nun, states it
in this manmner

1o no s B, e B 01 1 of e
found that Catholisc lay workers do a great deal of
good in this area and influence people by re-
educating them., Some situstions, howsver,
dafinite need the mowledge of both m‘i&sk and
dostor ‘&a i ivence people,

If by re-education the respondent means the casework
method, the writer would agree. The social worker does need
the help of the professionsl persons who often desl with
ethical problems, the prieat and the doector. Often these pro-
fesnional people need the Interpretative help of the social
worker 88 to the soclal and emotional factors influencing the
client in a partioular situstion.

Not all of the respondents felt that ethics was an
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twportant factor. One respondent stated, "I question whether a
school of soelal work should go into these problems because they
are outside of the profeasion of secial work and belong to the
religious profession,”

From this study one can conclude that sooial workers
are lnvolved im ethioal situations. If they are invelved in
them, they must be aware of the meaning of the client's problem,
especlally to the client and also %o the worker. The social wark
er does not deal with & part of man, but he sees man in his
entirety,

Because of the soclal worker's lnvolvement in
ethical problems, one recognizes the importance of being aware
of the particular ethical problems that the social worker may meef.
Many respondents indicated through comments that they felt the
schoel of secial work should place & greater stress upon ethical
problams and the recognition of them in social work practice.

An even move important consideration is what to do
with the problem once it is seen as one. Some respondents have
indicated that greater integration between ethics and social work
is needed to prepeve the socisl warker to meet ethical problems.
The social worker meeds to be aware of the specific mammer in
which he may use ethiocs in his professional service, This
integration should be included in the sccial worker's pro-
fessional training.

¥
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