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PREFACE

This study was undertaken to determine the extent of
the problem of automobile theft in the City of Chicago., It has
been attempted to include the entire problem in this one study,
but the magnitude of the total picturs shows that further re-
search and development on particular points offers further thesis
material,

Material for this study was obtained from the Chicago
Police Department, Stolen Autc Section, reports and pamphlets
from agencles concerned with this problem, also personal inter-
views conducted with tﬁe different leaders in the agencies: Mr.
W, G, Banister, Specilal Agent in Charge, Chicagolbivision, Federal
Bureau of Investigation; Mr. William J. Davis, Secretary and
Manager, National Automobile Theft Bureau (Western Division); Mr,
E, J. Nerad, Chief Probation Officer, Family Court. Cook County;
Mr, Virgll Peterson, Operating Director, Chicago Crime Commission;
Mr. A, Schoenberger, Assistant State's Attorney, Cook County; also
[Captain William J, Szarat, Director, Youth Bureau, Chicago Park
District Police Department,

These Interviews gave access to conf'idential material

v




vi
not availadble for publication and limits the scope of the report
in this respect., Complete data from past records were not en-
tirely avallable; totals in soue 2apes were avallable but no
breakdown to permit accurate checking of these totals. Recorded
data of'ten were contradictory with ne reliable way to ascertain
the correet data. In these cases of contradictory material the
information was deleted or used 1n'genera1 terms as reference

material,
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CHAPTER 1
HISTORY OF STOLEN AUTO SECTION

In the year 1916 the Chicago Police Department of-
ficially recognized automoblle theft as a future source of dif-
ficulty in the major crime field, At that time the first steps
were taken to organize what is now considered to be the most
modern and progressive automoblle theft reduction organization in
the entire field of law enforcement,

At its inception the stolen auto detall consisted of
only two officers assigned nominally to the investigation of
stolen automobiles under direct supervision of the Chief of De-
tectives, These officers had little knowledge of automobile
identification, The automobile manufacturers were disinterested
in the problems of police departments as the number of motor
vehicle thefts was negligible, There was slight indication that
the service of this department branch would ever bve consldered
important. |

The officers began thelr Jjob by studying the most popu-
lar makes of automobiles with the view of working out a system of

identification to trace ownership of vehicles through the auto-

1
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moblle facétories, as the license registration system of that
time was not always adequate for that purpose. Then a very in-
formal system of recording the relatively few stolen automobiles
was established to obtaln descriptions of stolen automobiles for
the information of police officers who might come upon the ve-
hicles in their normal dutles.

At the conclusion of these preliminary arrangements
the auto detall was considered to be a satisfactory unit for
those times. The criminals of that era were alzo making plans
for the use of automobiles in thelr activities, and they began
by employing their legitimately owned vehicles in committing
¢rimes, not realizing that a system of automobile identification
would permit tracing ownership when they were forced to abandon
the automobiles because of police pursuit or other reasons.

During the early prohibition years there was an in-
¢reagse in automobile thefts partially due to the fact that
criminals became reluctant to use their own automobiles in boot-~
legging and hi-Jacking activitiez. These criminals made tem-
porary use of stolen automobliles which were abandoned after serv-
ing the purpose. Along with this complication, the ease with
which automobliles could be atolen in those years made them a tar-
get for pranksters who used the vehicles for transpeortation pur-
poses., Also the theft of motor vehicles for resale purposes de-

veloped. There was serious thought given to the special enforce-
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ment of automobile larceny, the tracing of ownership and the re-
cording of thefts was beginning to assume important proportions.

By 1922 the auto detail had been expanded to two
sergeants and fourteen police officers to contend with the more
serious problem, Improvements had been made in the still some-
what c¢rude recordirg system, Members of the stolen auto detaill
had been assigned in each police district to confine their duties
to investigation of automobile thefts, These revisions were of
value, but the increasing production and use of automobiles con-
tinued to expand the problem of maintaining éontral over antc»
mobile theft.

In 1924 it became spparent that the problem demanded
greater field enforcement of a specialized nature and additional
manpcwer, four sergeants and twenty one police officers, were as-
signed to the auto detail to supplement the phlice d;striot ef-
forts, It was necessary to train these men intensively in the
automobile field for suitably efficiency.

From 1924 to 1928, censiderable progress was made in
improving the auto detall. Its members achieved succesg in the
effiéient ehaakins of suspect stolen automobiles, as well as by
maeking frequent arrests of persons using stolen automobiles in
othe: major crimes, Workable arrangements were made with the |
automoblle manufacturers to identify and trace vehicles by numbers
on stripped (removed) parts of the stolen automobiles. These




4
arrangements were particularly advantageous where men aasisneé to
the checking of parts and records of used automobile and acces- |
sory dealers would come upon a part of a stolen automobile which
could be traced by its serial number as being assembled with an
automobi;e reported stolen; then by checking the dealer's records
information could be obtained that would eventually lead to ar-
‘rest of the thieves,

Ungil 1929 the cooperative efforts of diastrict person-
nel and the atolen auto detall members were able to keep pace with
the production of automobiles and increasing activities of the
thieves, but from 1930 through 1933 the thefts and stripping of
automobiles raachéd utaggering proportions, over ninety seven
thousand stolen automobiles in thiavthree vear period, Approxi-
nately 80 per cent of the asutomobiles recovered were minus ma;ér
or minor parts, and 20 per cent (approximately seven thousand
automobiles yearly) wara‘diaappearing permanently.

The era from 1930 through 1933 resulted in the first
drastic revision of police and court policy toward the atolen |
automobile problem, A citizens' committee expressed indignation
at the way automobile thieves were being treated as pranksters by
the court. Insurance premiums for automobile theft were rising
radically, over 200 per cent increase, as a result of the tremen-
dous number of automobiles being setripped and stolen, There was

some criticiam on a constructive basis of the way in which the




5
police daﬁértmant was attempting to handle the situation; bdbut
after several conferences 1t was recommended that, because of the
magnitude of the problem, a new Division of Stolen Automoblles
ke created, independent of any of the other department branches,
and staffed by all avallable experienced auto officers within the
department, with the Commanding Captain answerable only to the
Conmissioner of Folice,

. In June 1931 the new Division of Stolen Automobiles
came into existence, commanded by s Captain with three
Ileutenants assigned, two of the Lieutenants to serve as ob-
servers in the Boys' and Felony branches of the Municipal Court
where stolen automoblle cases were being heard, and the third
to supervise the activities of the street personnel in an ener-
getic enforcementmrogram aimed not only at apprehending the
thieves but also those unscrupulous dealers engaged in business
of purchasing stolen automobiles and parts,

Prior to establishing the new division, it was recom-
mended that as a part of the program new state legislation be
passed requiring each motor vehicle to have a certificate of
title without which a sale could not be completed. The lack of
such legislation interfered with the success of the new program
during 1931, 1932 and 1933 which were the all time high years for
automobile larcenies in Chieago.

The State's Attorney of Cook County embarked on a cam-
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paign to &nlist the aid of the courts and the legislature in
1933. He insisted on strict prosecution of every automobile
theft case and requested that severe purilshment be inflicted
on those conviocted., The courts gave full cooperation in that
campalgn, and the Illinois legislature passed the Certificate of
Title law which became effective January 1, 1934,

With the new Division of Stolen Automobiles operating
at the desired efficiency, cocperation between the police de-
partment, prosecutors and courts resulted in the arrest and
severe punishment of automobile thieves. The Certificate of
Title law was an essential bulwark against the large scale com-
mercial thieves,

The year 1934 was the first reflecting the benefits of
the new theft reduction program. Thefts (12,164) dropped to
about 40 per cent of the 1933 total (27,801) and 35 per cent of
the peak years 1931 and 1932 (35,145 and 34,789 respectively).
In 1935 there was another sharp decrease to 6,440, about 18 per
cent of the peak totals. Also from 1936 through 1947 the theft
totals ran from 8 per cent teo 10 per cent of the peak totals
(4,001 and 3,391 for the specific yeare mentioned)., The year
1945 wag an exception when the total thefts was about 3 per cent
higher than the average for those years (1936 through 19&7).1

1 See Appendix II
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It should be recalled that 1945 was the year that World War 11
ended, and there was an exceptional demand for automobiles by
returning servicemen, In many cases automobiles were stolen by
veterans of that war from large cities for the sole purpose of
returning home; as the manufacture of automcblles was restored
to normal ocutput, the spotty increase of 1045 was quickly
eliminated.

In 1948 upon request of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, which was attempting to institute a standard system of
recording crime throughout the nation, an adoption of the pre-
sent system of assigning auto theft numbers almost immediately
upon recelpt of the larceny complaints was inaugurated, This
system went into effect October 1, 1648, and for that year there
was 2 slight increase in the total automoblle thefts which was
partially attributed to becomingz familiar with the new method,
| ¥t 18 bellieved that the revised system has resulted in a eanaiderq»
ble improvement for supplying an accurate pleture of the over-
all problenm. '

There was some commercial avtomobile theft for resale
during the years 1934 through 1948, As dealers demanded titles
for autbmabiles purchased, there was an increasing trend in the
pumbers of apuribus certificates produced by counterfeiting,
photostating, photographing or sltering, along with more pro-
fessional work in obliterating, altering, and stamping engine
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numbers té coinclde with those numbers on the titles,

The operations of the rearganized auto detail showed
no changea made from 1931 to 1953, except that in conformance
with the dapartment policy placed in effeet in 1932 which
separated the department into only two divisions-~detective and
uniformed--the unit was renamed Stolen Auto Section of the De-
tective Division that year and its position was restored as a
function of the Detective Division, snswerable to the Chief of
Detectives, in which position it remains to date. The Stolen
Auto Section since its beginning in 1916 with two men has ex-
panded to one hundred and twenty one assigned personnel, & re-
flection of how the problem of &utbmnbile theft had increased
through the years. |

As previously stated there was a slight increase in
automobile theft during 1948, In 1949 there was a 15 per cent
increase over the preceding year, and each year thereafter
there was a substantial increase through 1952 in which year the
total was more than iko per cent higher than the total of 1947,
This represented a very serious situation demanding immediate
attention, At the police department level an analysis was begun
to determine all aspects of the problem and to offer some
practical solution to alleviate the matter before it was com-
pletely out of control.

~ Checking the theft figures for the most recent years
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up through 1952 indicates that about 90 per cent of the automo-
biles were stolen for the express purpose of joy-riding or ob-
taining transportation, as indicated by the faet that this per-
centage of stolen vehicles was abandoned within forty-eight
\houra of theft without any evidence of parts removed,

As the Joy-rider and transportation borrower was the
cause of theft in 90 per cent of the éasaa, he had to receive
the greatest attention., In most cases he was in the Juvenile or
teen-age class, attending high school or in the process of ob-
taining jobs. In some cases he was just beginning & life of
crime ?y starting with automoblles, and his particular type not.
only Jjecopardized his own career but affected many others who
came into innocent contact with him, Others found the stolen
automobile a muans‘of satisfying their ego with regard to imé
presging boy or girl friends, Emotionally immature teenagers
at times used the stolen automobiles in such daring "contests”
such as bumper-to-bumper races and "chicken" exhibitions in
which two sutomobliles were driven head-on toward each other with
the thought that the “braver“ one would not turn away; these es-
capades often resulted in death or serious personal injuries.
8till others found the automobiles very ﬁaerul in drinking and
petting orgies. |

The youtha referred to above were in classes that
could not be generally assisted by the police department; they
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were either of a criminal nature that demanded incarceration, or
required other assistance from sociologically trained profession-
al people. The great majority of all the Jjoy-riders were of good
character--temporarily led agtray. It was felt that a genuine
educational program directed toward all high school students
might produce benefits by acquainting the joy-riders and potential
sutomobile thieves with the seriousness of taking automoblles
and the frequent unhappy consequences, During the spring months
1 of 1953 such a program was conducted in many of the public high
schools by the Stolen Auto Section, with explanations &s to how
youths might become involved, the danger and possible punishment
tb be considered, and the stigma of a eriminegl record which
could place unnecessary hardships on future careers. The informal
lectures given in the schools were received with courteous at-
‘tention by the students, and executive members of the Board of
Education stabeé that this was an important contribution to the
Juvenile delinguency predlem, Courtecus attention by the
students was of course not sufficient proof that the lectures
were impressive, but subsequent interest by student groups re-
flected a thoughtful attitude by at least a portion of the
audiences, and this in itself was a satisfying begimning. The
lectures were continued, permission was requested to bring the
information to all public and parochial high schools, and pro-
greaavwas made in solving the joy-rider and transportation thief
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problem, -

The problem of apprehending the thief who was stripping
stolen automobiles required an intensive concentration of man-
power where the vehicles were belng recovered, and although many
of the stripped automoblles had been abandoned after the removal
Job was performed elaewhére, the general area of such activities
could be ascertained., Used automobile, accessory and junk deal-
ers were checked frequently in search of parts that might be
traced to the actual automobile thieves. Alleys and vacant
lotes were kept under surveillance during the hours when the
stripping jobs would probably be performed. As pressure was
exerted on this phase of thef't, a decided improvement was noted.

. The commercial theft problem was relatively a large
one, but actually did not compare in number of thefts with the
Joy-rider phase. There was a continuous conflict between the
skilled auto theft investigating officers and the crafty profes-
sional automobile thieves who were constantly changing their
operations as the police became famillar with the modus operandi

being employed,. The situation could not be compared with the
problem of 1931, 1932 and 1933 when automobile identification
was inadequate. The thieves now realized that in general they
must try to deal with a responsible automobile dealer having
sufficient knowledge of registration certificates and familiar
with the engine and serial numbering systems of the various manu-
facturers. The thieves devigsed variocus ways of producing cer-
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tificates of titles for stolen automobiles, some photostated or
photographed; others counterfeited, and still others issued
forylegitimata automobliles but altered to fit the automobile
stolen, They attained varying degress of efficlency in ocblitera-
ting, altering and restamping fictitious engine numbers, The
inadequate registration laws of a2 few atates were used to great
advantage in obtaining what appeared to be authentic titles,
Responsible dealers had become extremely cautious in pur chaaing
from strange sources; that is they carefully checked the certi-
ficate of title, engine and serlal numbers with the correspond-
ing numbers on the vehicles. When there were indicationa of en-
gine nunmber tampering or substitution of fradulent serial number
plates, dealers informed police. The thieves were forced to

deal in many cases with smell town dealers or with those refusing|

to be cautious because purchase prices of the automoblles appear-
ed to be below the current market value, The years immediately
following termination of World War II provided the best opportuni:
ty for such operations; production was so far behind demand that
some greedy dealers anxious to make quick, large profits ac-
cepted automobiles without question or investigation. Such
dealers not only contributed to the automobile theft problem

but suffered large losses of money when the thieves were traced
through their method of opestion, the automobiles recovered from
the ultimate buyers, and the dealers forced to reimburse the

g

buyers.
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Automoblles taken for scrap value presented another important
problem. During the post-war years, again because of no auto-
mobile manufacturing from 1943-1945 the pre-war automobiles
were in a large measure arriving at the derelict stage, Owners
reluctant to invest money in expensive repairs, prefering to
walt for the time when they could obtain newer vehicles. In the
meantime vehicles were often left in front of homes or vacant
lots in disrepair and without current year licenses, The police
department was forced to remcve several thousand of such auto-
moblles as nuisances, towing them to the Police Auto Fond to be
held pending redemption by owners upon payment of towing and
storage fees plus presentation of the current licenses. If
owners failed to redeem them, the vohicléa were sold at public
auctions as Junk. Perhaps the sight of these vehicles being tow-
ed off the streets by police authorized towing concerns gave
these petty thieves the idea, but in the years 1950, 1951 and
1952, 2 per cent of the total thefts were being stolen for the
express pw pose of sale as scrap. It was difficult to trace
the actual thilef, since he would take the automobile directly
to a modern scrap disposal yard where the engine was removed
and the balance of the vehicle crushed into & small cube that
defied tracing of the body or serial numbers. The engines were
quickly disposed of in melting operations; and there was no

evidence unless police were fortunate to come upon the thief
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as he was making the removal or were on hand at the yard when he
came to sell the derelict, Emphasls was placed on this phase of
automobile theft by stressing special surveillence of unauthori-
zed towing trucks and individual cutting-up jobs. This along
with the new autcomobile production increase, tended gradually
to reduce that type of automobile theft,

Automobilegs stolen for the purpose of committing other
crimes were a2 problem for the entire police department, as they
often were used in armed robberies, which receive considerable
attention. The percentage of such thefts usually remains rather
ecnai#tent, and these vehicles are ordinarily abandoned within a
few hours after the taking. It is not particularly a stolen
automobile problem considered 1n prevention maasures,.but it ie
a part of the statistical problem in evaluating and analyzing
the total number of thefts.

With the breakdown of figures establishing the exact
problem, it was decided to examine the system and methods used
by the entire department in combating automobile thefts with the
view of recommending innovations that might be of wvalue, During
1953 the serlousness of the situation was recognized and the
Chicago Police Department began a program of sutomobile theft
reduction which was novel in that it did not attempt to usurp
authority by the Stolen Autc Section over the individual police
district responsibilities but, instead, supplied data for their
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use in effecting proper enforcement.

Monthly report booklets wers supplied to every police
distriet, division headquarters, traffic units and executive
officers of the police department, showing the preceding month
statistics with a complete description of every automobile
taken, where the stolen automobiles were recovered, zones of
highest theft rates, charts of arrest clear-ups, and the number
of persons arrested for automobile theft violations, Experienc-
ed officers of the Stolen Auto Section were sent into the traf-
fic units to explain the nature of automobile theft and what
might be accomplished by their mobile personnel which would come
into contact with the moving vehicles carrying automobile thieves,
The Federal Bureau of Investigation and the private
insurance agency, The National Automobile Thef't Bureau, were
consulted and their assistance was sought in interesting the
automobile manufacturers in placing a preotective enclosure over
the terminals at the rear of ignition locks, as ® jumping" these
terminals with a plece of tinfoll and various cother means made
1t an easy matter for any car thief to be in an automoblle and
kff with it in s matter of seconds,

The assistance of the ﬁ}eas and radio was obtained in
impressing upon the public their responsibility to protect their
ehicles by closing windows tightly, locking doors, remeving the

gnition key and other means of protection., The average thief
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is generally reluctant to break a window to gain entrance, but
conténts himself with trying the unlocked door handles or taking
advantage of a partially opened window.

Another source of assistance lay in the civic and bus~
iness groups that were interested in the program. These people
realized that the Juvenile delinguency problem was definitely
connected with the stolen automobile problem, Experlenced of-
ficers of the Stolen Auto Section gpoke at the meetings of these
groups, explaining what might be accomplished by these groups
having influence in thelr community.

5t111 more inmprovements were obvioua within the police
department, and in September of 1953 new theft and recovery in-
vestigation forms were put into use a3 a means of obtaining the
most complete information into every automobile reported stolen
or recovered in Chicago, along with a new type of Auto Theft Of-
fender History Sheet, from which it was hoped to prepare a file
instrumental during the future in locating persons possibly im-
plicated in automoblle theft,

Ae of Pebruary 1, 1954, the new vitalized program was
showing evidence of success. The 1953 theft totals were about
8 per cent lower than those of the preceding year, and there
were indications that the modern organization would continue to

show improvements in the problem,




CHAPTER 11
AUTOMODILLES INVOLVED IN THEFTS

A study of the makes of automoblles and the year of
thelr manufacture brings some interesting facts into view. The
jputomobiles that are most frequently stolen are neither late model
jputomobliles nor the most expensive variety. The highest number
jof sutomobile thefts involve the 1949-1951 Ford and Chevrolet, al-
so the 1949-1951 Mercury and Oldsmobile. The former in the lowest

riced bracket and the latter in the medium priced field., The
Euestian arises as to why these particular types of automoblles
have the highest rate of theft? One answer to this 1s that these
putomobiles provide the easlest entry for the thief; they also
have an ignitlion switeh ﬁhat reguifea a minimum of knowledge to
"Jurp” or by-pass.

" The majority af automoblle manufacturers today pglve lit-

kle thought tc the fact tha£ they are making a potentially danger-

pus instrument that may be acquired by an automobile thief at his

lightest wish and a few seconds cf hils time., The ease with which
n automobile of today may be entered and started is extraordinary)|
he act of entering and starting an automohile by 1113@&1 means
has been estimated to take as little as thirteen seconds. Although
17 |
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#his refers- to professional theft in entering and starting a lock-

B¢ automobile, there is also the fact that a potential automobile

hief need not learn all of the tricks of entry and " jumping of
[he automobile ignition but may just wait for some careless indi-

idual to leave his automobile open with the keys in the ignition,
Kll that is required in such cases 1ls the ability to drive the
putomoblle away.
A review of the police records for the year 1953, with a
brgakdown of the make of automoblle and the year cf manufacture,
iiscloses the various aspects of the type of automobiles stolen
hnd the year of thelr manufacture, The automoblles most subject €g
ftheft in Chicago, in 1953, were manufactured in the years 1949~

1951-~an automoblle three to four years old, having a monetary

alue of legs than one thousand deollars. Forty per cent of all
[be automobiles stolen in 1953 were manufactured in these years.
Figure 1 shows the Basic Map of Chicage as divided into
Folice Pistricts, alsc the different Police Divisions and the Di-

Wision Headquarters. Figure 2 shows the separate Police Districts

ith the total automobile thefts committed in the District in 1953,
able I shows the information of Figure 2 in table form. Table II

hows the Distriect number; the area of the District 1in square mlile

H__

he populatlon of the District with the number of persons, per cen
phite and per cent negro., The population figures are based on the

1950 United States Census,
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CEICAQO POLICE DISTRICTS DY AREA AND POPULATION, 1650 4

TADLE II
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istrict Area of District Population of Distriet, 1950
(Square Mileg) Number of Persors| %White | #Negro
1l 2,26 9,976 66 %g
2 2,95 100,801 14
5 3 162 341 2 98
6 2.34 101,6 8 93 7
7 4 128,088 62 38
a8 6 79,468 93 7
9 14,5 3,80 100 0
10 3067 33 56 99 i~
11 6 €1,687 9 7
12 9.5 78,447 3 16
13 975 55,189 78 22
14 9.5 108,704 96 3
15 4,88 138,534 89 11
16 20.13 146,065 99 1~
17 5.5 7,171 99 1-
18 3.5 43,868 90 10
19 2.81 63, 3¢ 100 ¢
20 +5 50, 80 99 l-
e 3.5 72,570 86 14
23 4.5 g, 902 83 17
24 55 C1,4%42 97 3
25 55 161 839 9 1~
27 2.25 TE,2 40 &0
28 6 143,585 99 i-
29 3 82,885 99 1
30 2.75 £3,883 99 1
31 8.75 123,847 99 1-
32 5.25 143,988 99 1
33 15,37 159,635 Y 1-
34 10 184,136 a9 1~
5 1.5 56,235 68 32
36 2.75 97,231 98 2
37 2.5 90,014 g0 1-
36 2.75 121,207 99 1~
g 2,2 1?2,§3§ 100 0
. 5,05 99 l-
4 Bource: United States Bureau of E@ﬂaus, 1950
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Table III shows the ten makes of automobiles with the
highest theft rate and their year of manufacture., The high rate
of manufacture of some of these automoblles does have some in-
fluence upon the rate of theft; but because of the frequency of
theft, due to their abundant number, it does not exclude the fact
that these automobiles have such weak mechanical construction

that they become easy prey for the automoblle thief,

TABLE III

TEN MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOMOBILES
WITH HIGHEST THEPT RATE, 1953

Wt

Make of Auto | Pre War|19406| 1947| 1948|1949 |1950|1951| 1952| 1953| 1954

e e el

Chevrolet ot 188] 210] 187186

Uick %g ? gg 75 %mm‘% 85
sler 1i ' T3 150 1k 11 116

Dodge Eg “gg 135 22’ ,24 341 230 22 | 34

ord 26 32 44 | 833 4911 1321 90 1117
S

iser 43 261 101 490l G
ercu 10 13 1 231 316 | 3811 2961 2141 3451189 | 1
dsmoblle 19 13 105 | 2001 4011 261 33 g
lymouth 34 147 1%2 88 9 3| hol o 44 | 3
ontliac ol 12 1 19 | o 691 79l 84 53 [ 28

5 Source: Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Section, Chicag
Police Department,

Appendix I furnishes the complete breakdown of automo-
jpiles stolen by year of manufacture and make of avtomobile, truck,
br others, The category "others,“ consists mainly of motor
ﬁcnotera, notoreycles, and vehlcles ¢f foreign manufacture, A

hore complete study of the type of automobile stolsn as to the

i
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year and make was not possible for comparlison as to the unavail-
ability of the records prior to the year of 1953.

The totals of the thefts reported for the year 1953 in
relation to a month-to-month check reveal the same trend that is
noted on 8 National scale.6 The high rate of theft occurs in the
darker months in comparison to/the months of long periods of day-
light, This trend has been long established, as seasonal varia-
tions show that crimes against the person has the highest rate

in the summer months, wille crimes against property rise in
darker manths.7

As noted in Table III the high number of thefts of cer-
tain makes of automoblles brings to light that these also are the
ones with the highest rate of manufacture, O0fflcials concerned
with this problem confirm the fact that these particular makes of
automobliles are the most frequently stolen. In additlon it is al-
80 noted that these makes of automobiles are the easiest to steal
and due t¢ thelr abundance they recelve the most attention from
the automobile thief. Another aspect 1s the thief would be less
congpicuous in an automobile that would not be ocutstanding on the

Jstreet but blend in with the normal traffic.

6 Uniform Crime Reports, U. 8, Department of Justice,
Eederal Bureau of Investigation, 1953, XXIV, No, 2, 82.

7 Ibid. 85,
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Tédble IV shows the totals of stolen autos in Chicago
on a month-to-month basis and the yearly total, It breaks down
the reported thefts into the different classifications of Total
Thefts Reported, Toftal Non Bona Fide Reported Thefts, Motor

Scooters Reported Stolen, Automobiles Taken in Robbery, Automoblleg
JTaken in Burglary, Automobiles Taken in larceny, The Table also

shows the Total Automobile Recoverdies, Total Non Bona Fide Re-

covered, Motor Scooters Recovered, Automoblles Recovered Taken
in Robbery, Automobiles Recovered Taken in Burglary, Automoblles
F&ccvared Taken in Larceny, also the total of Automoblles Recover-

Ed Stripped.
TABLE IV

TOTALS OF STOLEN AUTOMOBILES IN CHICAGO BY MONTHS, 1953&

-
S
"'“i

Lan L6

€
o
oS

LS L6

4] ©
11] 1o i %é 10 %b | (1 101 1
Y61 13 o] T

AVES

ST G2 et [ e 0 0 s o o [

8 Source: Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Section,
Chicagoe Police Department,

o
»

b : () ¥ )

a (e | 8  pla|lulu|ule c | o| e |Tot~

n | blr r | yinl|l|g plt|v] | ¢ lals

2217921628 (859625 609639 ‘5%& 774521 | Bi2| 8289233

ld%?lli 11513111105 93110011051125/1251102 1353

1 51100 10l 120 10! 9 13 25 ‘g 41 115

121160 111 10/ 12! 10l 121 12 11 513127

10| 7! 34/ 10l 30l g9l 9l 1ol g 14! 8l 8| 12¢

598 (680 1690 | 7548 652 1405 [ nan ks 652 671 1671171217500
637751800 (875 814|6062|619(6 50 1

30 FI”‘"%B% 1A§v11§ 11% 111|105 §§“I%§“¥5g 1585

%1%&

o

o
ol
H

!

5
£s




25
Table IV shows that the total automobile thefts in
Chicagzc were 7880, The total automobiles recovered were 7,751,
Three per cent of the total thefts were taken in'burglariea and
robberies, Two and nine-tenths per cent of the total autonobiles
recovered were thoze taken in robberies and burglaries, PFour
and nine-tenths per cent of the total automobiles stolen were re-
covered stripped.

The foregoeing data show the geverity and the extent of
the crime of automobile theft in the Chicago area, These [igures
are only a small part of the tetal naticnal figure but they repre-~
sent a crime of major importance to the City of Chicago.

The monetary less tc the individual victim and to the
communlty cannot be accurately determined. The couner says his
automobile is worth one thousand dollars and reports it as having
this value, butl an appraisal of the automobile may set the value
at gix hundred deollars. The nationsl estimate of loss due to
avtomobile theft in 1953, was $235,137,140,. Of this national
total over fourteen million dollars worth remained unrecovered at
the yearts end.9 Arbitrarily setting the value of $600.00 for
each automobile theft in Chicago in 1953, the value wcuid be
$4,728,000, Of this Chicago figure $709,200 would be the unre-

lcovered icas, This ranks in the highesat position in all types of

9 Uniform Crime Reports, XXIV, 57,
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crime as to monetary value, The preceding igure does not con-
slder the cost to the community as reflected in the high rate cof
ingurance, nor the persons for whom the theft of an automobile

is but the first step in a life of crime, who later become bur-
dens on the community in the form of eriminals incarcerated, on

protvation, or on parocle,




CHAPTER III
CHANGES AND COMPARISONS OF AUTOMOBILE THEFTS

A check of the records for the past years confirms the
steady rige in the crime of automobile theft in Chicago., From v
1946 to 1953 inclusive, the records show an increase of’over
140 per cent. This percentage figure can be analyzed from two
viewpoints: one, the year tc year increase in terms of the total
percentage difference, then the additiocn of these figures for the
total overall increase; two, a comparison of the number of auto-
mobiles registered in the City of Chicago, with the number of
stolen automobiles in Chicago for the previous years, then the
comparison of these figures with those of the current year,

In 1953 there were 1,090,794 more vehicles registered
than in 1946, an increase of 36 per cent in State registrations.
There has been an increase of 418,504 vehicles reglstered in the
City, an increase of 44 per cent. Also, there has been a 36 per
cent increase in County registrations during the 1946-51 period.
The County figure is gualified as of 1951, since the information
for 1952 and 1953 was not available,

28
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Table V shows the motor vehicles reglstered in the
Btate, County, and City for 1946-1953 incluslve, together with
the number of vehicles stolen in the City and the vehicles re-
keoverea in the City.lO
TABLE V

MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED, BY STATE, COUNTY, AND CITY:
STOLEN AND RECOVERED, BY CITY OF CHICAGO, 1946-1953

State “County City City City
ear License Licensge License Stolen Recovered

’ ’ BOF,079 | 512,055 3, 30k 3,013
1947 | 1,967, 22;# 893,001 5380, 799 3,391 3,426
1948 | 2,252,405 973,541 | 641,003 4,013 » 952
1949 | 2,443,375 1,065,372 707,282 4,660 s559
1950 | 2,676,233 1,118,38 782,938 5,510 5,26
1951 | 2,814,147 1,359,497 | 814,547 7,287 » 01
1952 | 2,863,735 803,499 ’ » 227
1953 2,981, 3%0 830,559 7,880 7,781

11 Source: Records Stolen Auto Section, Chilcage
Police Department

The State or City registrations do not include transfers|
dealers' plates, etc, The State totals include about 13 per cent
trucks, City totals include aboutyg per cent trucks. ‘

During the same pericd (1945-1953) there has been an
increase of 6,8 per cent in population in the City of Chicago
according to the 1950 census, There also has been an increase of

10,9 per cent in population in the County. The comparative rise

10 Bee Appendix II for previous years totals
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in population and vehlcle registration is completely out baianced
by the rise of automobile thefte. During the same period (1946~
1951) there has been a 36 per cent increase of vehicles re-
|zistered in the County. The period 1946-1953 has shown a 44 per
cent rise in the City vehicle registration with an increase of
|56 per cent in automoblle thefts. These preceding figures are
Fcompared with a proportionsl rise in population and vehicle re-
istration and automoblle thefts. The rise in automobille thefts
8 thefts 1s 140 per cent)

Table VI shows the yearly totals of automobile thefts
&rom 1947-1953 inclusive, with a breakdown of the total thefts;
utomobiles taken in robberies, automobiles taken in_burgiaries,
utomobiles taken in larcenies; also the total of automoblles re-
covered, those taken in robberies, those taken‘in burglaries,
ffhese taken in larcenies, and those automobiles recovered strip-
ped, The year 1946 was not included as the breakdown of the

rctals was not available,




TABLE VI
YEARLY TOTALS OF AUTOMOBILE THEFTS, CHICAGO, 1947-1953'°

== ==
Automobiles 1947 | 1948 L 1949 | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953
Stolen 3391 1 4301 y4000 | 5510 | 7287 | 8464 [ 7880
Taken in Roberies 356 361 R 234 212 216 146 | 127

Taken in Burglaries| 189 195| 154 117| 204 172| 129
Taken in Larcenies | 2846 | 3396 | 4272 | 5128 | 6867 | 8146 | 7509

Recovered 3426 | 4300 | 4559 | 5263 | 7014 | 8227 | 7881
Taken in Robberies 348 361 235 | 207 209| 146 | 124
Taken in Burglaries| 177 195 | 144 | 159 178 162 | 104
Taken in Larcenies | 2901 | 3396 | 4108 | 4897 | 6627 | 7719 | 5763
Stripped 112 127 130 203 44§7 479 387

12 Source: Records Stolen Auto Section, Chicago
Police Department

The recovery rate figures can be misleading as to the
total recovery percentage. A comparison of the total number of
vehicles stolen and the number recovered in the same year glves
E figure of 99 per cent for 1953, whereas the figure should be
F85 per cent of thefts in 1953 recovered, with the remaining re-
Lcoveries referring to previous thefts in previous years.: Of
these remaining automobiles there will be a recovery rate of 14.2
ber cent, leaving only 0.8 per cent as totai losses, if 1953
losses are cleared at the rate of previous years. This is the
reason for a recovery figure for a year that is greater than the
Ireported number of thefts: example 1946 and 1947, more auto-~

pobiles were reported recovered than reported stolen.

An area study was made to see 1f there was an organized
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attern in ;hich automobiles wers taken and abandoned, but this
Pzid not produce satisfactory results., There can be a sharp rise
in automobile thefts in one Police District for s short period,
lind then a sharp halt. This shows up on the District report as

e bad area for automoblle theft, yet it may be no more than a
tpasmodic event brcught about by a single person or gang that
ave started cut in something new and are stealing automoblles
from this one area, reflecting on this single district. Wwhen
this person or gang 1s apprehended the sharp halt results, but
fthe halt is still not reflected in a crime rate figure over the
total year. An example of this can be given: the Automobile
Phow opened on a Friday night, and there were ten automoblles
letolen from the area, Three extra police squads were assigned
in additibn to patrolmen in the area. Three more automobiles
fere stolen the next night with some of the thieves being appre-

hended. For the remainder of the show there were no more thefts

ported from this area. The District monthly report would look
ad, but automobile theft would be a "passive” type of crime at
he end of the month, To predict a certaln area as a danger area
or automobile thefts 1s possible only on a day-~to-day basis., It
8 true that there ére areas In the City that have a higher rate
bf automeblle thefts, but the problem can best be handled on a

jay~to-day basls for a disposition of more men in the area and

hatever police action 1s necessary tc bring abbut a reduction at
he particular tinme,.
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The new Monthly Reports, starting January 1, 1953, is-
Jaued Ly the Stolen Auto Sectlion glves each Digtrict Commander an
p~-to-date pleture of what 1s occuring In cach Distrlict, The Re-
port 1o divided into four sections and contains the following:
monthly report of vehlclesz reported stolen, recovered and stripped

butomoblles in sash distriet; automobiles taken in robberles, bur-

flarias and larcenieg; theft reports found to ve non hona fide;
innthly chart of distriets divided into zones for determining
here the greatest numbsr of theft reports are belng received;
ponthly list of automobiles reported stolen, separated into dis-
Erlcet ¢classifications and showling the deseriptions of automobiles,
place of theft, recovery date, ete.; and monthly chart showing
tomparisons of automobiles atolen and recovered, and thefts clear-
rd Wy arvest,

This gives the District Commander a complete pleture for
$he last previous month which 13 based on a detailed dally plecture
$f the ztolen automoblle problem kept in the 8Stelen Auto Section.

This method has produced the best results in communica-

]icn of the problem to the different District Commanders., This
ethod makes them aware not only of the situation in their own,
But also the adjoining districts., The awareness of the serious-
ness of the situation is assured; this attention of the Commanders
Hrings extra precautions, alds, and better enforec

df police personnel.




CHAPTER IV
THE AUTOMOBILE THIEF

Ninety per cent of all recorded stolen vehicles were
rabandoneﬁ within forty-elght hours after the theft without any
levidence of parts or accessories having been removed, This indi-
[cates that the automobliles were stolen for the express purpose of

joy-riding or obtaining transportation. The persons engaged in

hls type of theft are usually immature non-professionals, as
hey apparently do not realize the seriocus consequences of thelr
ets. The problem, as observed by the leading officials inter-
viewed in the fileld, is definitely a teen-age problem,

Of the persons arrested for automoblle theft in 1933 on
B national scale, 69.8 per cent were minors (under twenty-one
ears of age), while 81 per cent of the persons arrested were
inder the age of twenty-five, 53.6 were under eighteen years of
Pge. In the Cook County area for the year 1952 comparable figures
éhow that 60 per cent of all persons arrested were under twenty-

bne years of age. In 1953 the comparable figures had declined

lightly, but minors 8till accounted for 53 per cent of the tctal

[rreats for automoblle theft,

The figures are inconclusive in many respects in that
34
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they show dnly the number of persons arrested for the crime,
This can in no way encompass the total problem, The arrest may
actually clear up the theft of a great number of automobiles,
while the charge upon which the thief 1s tried and convicted may
concern only one or two thefts. The State's Attorney prosecutes
only those cases in which he has conclusive evidence sufficient
to obtain conviction, There is no accurate way to determine the
extent of juvenile participation in the total problem. Individual
eonfession may help to solve a number of thefts, but they do not
cover the records of all thefts committed by minors.

The professional automobile thief or automobile theft
ring presents an entirely different problem to the law enforcement
agenclies. Since the professional automobile theft ring 1s engaged
in thefts solely for the purpose of resale or for stripping pur-
poses, thelr operations are usually conducted along well laid
plans to insure the speedy disposal of the automobile or parts
and accessoriles stolen.

The theft of automobiles for the purpose of stripping
fnay involve minors to the extent that there are available "fences"
(receivers of stolen property) to handle the stolen parts or ac-
cessories, The professional automobile theft ring has already
lestablished 1ts method of disposal of the parts and accessories
gtolen by having its "fence" connections established or by setting
jup their own used accessory shop, combining legltimate with 1l-

legal actions.
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ﬁhere the professional automoblle theft ring steals for
the purpose of resale of the vehicle, the problem of title to
the stolen vehicle arises., Today the vast majority of the states,
thirty-seven, require that a certificate of title be presented to
the buyer of each automobile, Thus the ring must elther do busi-
ness in the non-title states or in some manner procure fraudulent
or counterfeit titles for the transaction,

In some cases it has been found that the rings have
been thorough in disgulsing stolen automobiles, even going to the
trouble of repainting the vehlcles, altering engine numbers, and
substituting serial number plateé they mamufactured or stole from
lother automobiles; but even these precautioné are in most cases
liseless if titles are not available, |

There are many ways in which titles have been created
py falslflied by these thelt rings, including the folliowing; coun-
k@rfeiting by photographice or photostatic processes, using a
legitimate title as the form with each automobile data inserted
s required; obtalning registration certificates in non-title
ptates, then submitting these certificates to motor vehicle
bureaus in title states along with applications wnlch result in
brocuring what appears to be a good title in each case; purchas-
ng burned or wrecked vehicles for the purpose of getting titles,
End using these titles in disposing of similar make and model

Etolen automobiles (in many cases the thiel does not even bother




37

to take the burned or wrecked automobile); using titles of old
automobiles and "doetoring” the data shown thereon to conform
with engine and serlal number on stolen automobiles; representing
themselves as new automobile dealers at motor vehicles bureaus
where titles may be obtained over the counter upon presentation
of bllls of sale for new sutomobiles (actually stolen in these
cases).

These means of obtaining illegal titles for resale cof
stolen automobiles are the most common; but thepe are others, and
from time to time variations are used by new thneft rings, How-
évervthe police system of following leads in theft ring cases is
now developed to a point yhere once the pattern is known, an end
1s umsualily put to such particular ring within a relatively short
time. |

The preceding paragraphs describe the proféaaianal thief
who steals.for profit, His apprenension is entirely a peolice
function, When it is considered that this professional thief is
responsible for only 10 per cent of the total autémobile theflt
jproblem, his importance falls in comparison with the non-profes-
sional, This does not mean that this phase should be neglected,
Eut it shows that much more manpower could be advantagesusly used
to combat the professional if a reduction of the non-professional
theft, the Jjoy-rider and transgsportation seeker, could be accom-

plished.
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Awthird type of thelt is committed by that person who
uses the stolen automoblle in the commission of another crime.
Statlstically, this type of theft comprises only 3 per cent of
the total thefts, It is important to observe that tne automobile
is usually abandoned shortly after the commigsion of the other
erime. This type of automobile thief must, of necessity, steal
the vehicle within a relatively short period before the commis-
sion of the other crime.

Whether this type ¢f theft would be materially reduced
by making venicles more theft proof is questionable, It, there-
fore, appears that this type of theft can be only materially re-
duced by other crime prevention methods.

The automobile thief is considered in a composite man-
ner in this study. The subject offers a2 field of enlarged de-

velopment and research for a detailed description of the thief.




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A study of the statistics for the year 1053 to ascer-
tain whether any significant patterns of automobile thef'ts could
be established on a yearly scale revealed that there are few, if
any, estabiished patterns in automobile thefts. Seasonal trends
were noted as is shown by the decline in thefts in June and July
of the years studled, This decline appears to come from the teen-
age group, who with the closing of schools for summer vacation
find summer jobs and are thus occupled during the day. There are
day~-to-day patterns that appear within particular areas or dis-
tricts and require immediate police action, but to forecast crim~
inal activity from these is not statistically possible. The study
conclusively indlcated that seasons had an important effect upon
lputomoblile theft, Summer months where there is likely to be more
aylight were found to be months of lower theft frequency.
E;aponsible officials attribute this to the teen-age group as
in periods of longer daylight more people were on the streets
pnd using their autcmobiles, therefore the opportunities for
thefts were greatly reduced,

Automoblle theft by minors has created a serlous and

39
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dangerous éituation on a national scale., 1In many cases it has
been the firast step leading to a life of criminal activity., The
young person who steals an automobile for a lark, on a dare, or
to impress someone fails to realize the danger Iin which he places
himgelf., There is a probability of physical harm, for when an
lautomobile 1s reported stolen and the deseript ion of the automo-
bile is received by the police, it is immedlately broadcast over
the police radlo network and resaches not only the city and park
[police, but all police squads in three states, Under Illinois
statutes automoblle theft is a felony, and the police are em-
[powered to use whatever force they deem necessary to apprehend
the person committing the crime, The police may and in some cases
lhave found it necessary to shoot to kill in order to apprehend the
jautomobile thief, PoliceAcruising an area who spot a stolen
lautomobile have no way of knowing who is involved in the theft
land ecan and must act according to the seriousness of the crime
involved,

The teen-ager does not geem to realize that by being
jcaught and convicted of an autonobile theft, he becomes a con-
victed felon and can endanger what may have been his goal in 1ife,
He bvars himself from the many professional flelds and buﬁinesses
that require a license, He bars himself from publie office and
cannot hold positions in the federal, state or local governments,

The loglcal conclusion from these facts is that educa-~
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tional metﬁéds could be a very potent weapon in crime prevention.
n educational program has been undertaken on a small scale in
Ehicage. This work 1s being done by police cificers of the
[stolen auto section who visit the varicus high schools and give
lectures, This program sghould be greatly expanded to obtain
jcoverage of all high schools, public and private, tihroughout the
fcity and county.
The limitations on such 2 program at the present time
lie in the lack of trained personnel to conduct the lectures, the
heed for funds to conduct the program, and the difficulty of
fitting the program into the school educational program. Educa-
tors, police personnel and crime prevention 6rganizations en-
vision a greatly expanded educational program as the most obvious
frethod of reducing or eradicating the problem of automoblle theft
jpmong the teen-age group. This program includes intensive adult
ducation through fraternal groups, the Chamber of Commerce,
Egaines&-érganizatiens and other similar organizations. Close
lcooperation between the schools and the Parent Teachers Assocla-
tions can result in coordlnated education of the adult and
juvenile groups involved. The education of the parent tc the
problems of the Jjuvenile are of prime importance,
The adult educatlional program involves the important
fproblems of unlocked vehicles and leaving keys in the ignition.

Statistics are not avallable as to the total number of theftis
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directly d&é to carelessness of this scrt on the part of adults.
However, an intensive educational program directed at eradicating
this type of carelessness on the part of adults should greatly
reduce auvtomoblle thefts among minors. Police officials point
out, with good reason, that the esse with which an unattended
automobile can be started by a teen-ager is directly connected
with the number of automobile thefts by this group.

Included in the problem of adult education is the need
to convince the automobile manufacturer of the importance ¢f cor-
recting mechanical defects to make the automobile more theft proof
[The statistics examined revealed a striking fact that cannot be
ignored if automoblle thefts are to be radically reduced., Certain
types of automobliles were selected simply because they are easy
[to steal. 1In contrast, the automobiles which were mogt theft
proof were found to be stolen leas frequently, even though they
may have been more attractive to the teen-ager on other scores.
flaking an automobile theft proof to a greater degree than they
low are involves certain mechanical improvements which can only
pe undertaken by the manufacturers. If the manufacturers will
pot install these devices voluntarily, the state legislatures
phould be prevailed upon to pass statutes which will require the
installation of the devices as & matter of law., As certain
statutes made certalin mechanical improvements mandatory in order

to reduce automoblle accidents, so can theft-proofing reduce auto-
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mobile theft. The resulting savings to law enforcement bodies in
time, personnel and funds will provide more effective law enforce-
ment for other types of crime, A sealed ignition that completely
protects all the terminals from being Jjumped or by-passed, or a
switen that automatically locks the motor when the key is removed
are suggested improvements, _

It has been suggested by officiale that the insurance
companies 1nc;ude in thelr policles covering automoblles a clause
stating that they will not be liable for loss due to theft if the
vehicle 18 stolen while the keys had been left in the ignition.
This clause to be printed in large, heavy type in order to im-
press upon the autamobile'owner the importance of removing the
keys from the ignition when he leaves his automobile. It is be-
lieved that this could be an effective deterrent to the person
who says Who cares? I am insured,” forgetting the fact that he
is placing temptation in front of lmmature people--often leading
to traglc consequences, OSuch acts are reflected in the higher
Ipremium rate which is not only passed on to the lazy, careless
individual, but also to the prudent, careful individual,

The passage of a Uniform Title Act by all states would

e very effective 1n deterring the professional automobile thief.
t the present time there are still thirteen states that do not
ave a Title Act. Two of the thirteen have passed leglislation

hich will become effective later this year. The remaining
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eleven constitute a haven where the professiocnal can obtain
fraudulent billalof sale and resell the stolen automobile in
titled states, making law enforcement more difficult for the
latter.,

While these recommendations are not expected to provide
& "cure all", a consclentious effort on the part of all the
agencles involved in bringine this progran into effect should he
followed by a material decrease in automobile thefts, especlally
emong one important group, the teen-agers. The resulting re-~
duction in opportunities may prevent some teen-agers from com-
mitting the first effense, and, by so doing, permit them to

mature into useful citizens devold of any criminal stigma,.
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APPENDIX I

MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEMN AUTOS, JANUARY 1953 13
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13 Source: January Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto
$ection, Chicago Police Department,
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MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, FEBRUARY 1953 1%

Pre o
ake of Auto |War|l 46! 1 12#8 194911950119511195211953| 1954/ als
Bulck 5 23" 281 2 ?5 %% Ag 5%“ 53
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14 Source:
Bection, Chicago Police Department,

February Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto




" MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, MARCH 1953 1°

49

~ f'o
Make of Auto |War|1946| 1047 1948/194911950/1951]1952| 1953[1954| als
Bulck = 12 *“QL 8 ;;’"‘i% ﬁ él 108
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Ford 3 1 B 2| 66 B0 17| & T
Frazier 1 2 1
Hudson 1 1 1
Kaiser 51 1 % ? 1 1

[neolin
Mercur; g 1 1 3% é? 1 5%; 5 '1%§
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15 Source:
Chilcago Pelice Department.

March Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Section,
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“MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, APRIL 1953 10
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16 Source:

April Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Section,

Chicago Police Department,




" MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, MAY 1953 .
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17 Source:
Chicago Police Department,

May Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Section,
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MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, JUNE 1953 18
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18 DSource: June Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Section,

Chicago Police Department.




MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, JULY 1953 1
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19 Sourcet
Chicago Police Department.

July Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Section,




MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, AUGUST 1953 20
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20 Source: August Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto Sectionyg

Chicago Police Department




MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, SEPTEMBER 1953 2
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21 Source: September Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto
#ectian, Chicago Police Department.
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MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, NOVEMBER 1953 23
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23 Source: November Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto
ﬁectien, Chicago Police Department.




MAKES AND YEARS OF STOLEN AUTOS, DECEMBER 1953

58
24

¥re Tot-
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pPection, Chicago Pollice Department.

24 Source: December Monthly Reports, Stolen Auto




APPENDIX 1I

MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED, BY STATE AND CITY, gQLEN AND
RECOVERED, BY CITY OF CHICAGO, 1914-1953

Year License License Stolen Recovered
145, 36, 820 1,415 1,263
1915 196,542 45,818 2,185 i, 763
1916 263,36 g 5173 3, 5 2,33
1917 354,032 564 3, 2, ‘%32
1918 00,535 7“,?38 611 1,95
1919 489, 358 97,895 a Ly7 4 224
1920 579,656 112,068 5 T4 4, 340
1921 672,407 169 923 ,?99 4,501
1922 789.997 209,660 8 3,919
192 ugg 261,254 gl 2,831
192 1.1 2, 2 308,7§7 g 4,036
1925 1,2 339,840 8 22 5,965
1926 1,376,649 369,868 12,79 9,016
1927 1,445,110 288,&26 11,4 10,487
1928 1,510,185 116, 369 10,638 8,929
1929 1, 621 143 460,736 9,924 7,905
1930 1, 6&4 505 464,655 11,279 8, 425
1931 1, 618 581 81,164 | 35,145 28,033
1932 1, M%,??a khg, hov g 31,011
1933 a68 009 416,570 27, 2& 457
193 1 usa 696 417,920 12, 16& 12,176
1935 1 539,038 44g, 252 6 k4o 6,351
1936 1,674,055 520,003 4 001 4,033
1937 1 783,831 565,815 3,312 3,470
7@7,202 567,009 3,655 3,578
39 1,860, 575,945 3,511 3 Sgg
1,944,143 610, 407 3,502 3,5
19“1 2,007,517 646,710 3,947 3,914
25 Source: Records Stolen Auto Section, Chicago

Police Department
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APPENDIX 1I {continued)

MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED, BY STATE AND CITY; ggQLEN AND
RECOVERED, BY CITY OF CHICAGO, 1914-1953

Loy

Year License License Stolen Recovered

1,990,001 o 3,017 3,50
1043 1,822,718 522,237 3,096 3,183
1944 1, YQB,QuO 487,998 2,539 2,731
1945 7&1,985 u82,230 s 317 , 466
1946 84,565 512,055 >384 3,61
1947 1 967.26& 580,799 »391 3,42
1949 g +375 707,282 4,660 4,559
1950 7 33 782,9 5,510 5,26
1951 2,814 1l 814,5 T 7,287 »01
1952 2,863,735 803,499 8,464 2227
11953 w281,§§0 830,559 7,880 7,181

25 Source:

Records Stolen Auto Section, Chicago

Pollice Department

The totals of State and City registrations do not in-
clude transfers, dealers! plates, etc, The State totals include
about 13 per cent trucks, while the City totals include about ¢

per cent trucks,
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