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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

ges Some type of research experience is required by all
graduate schools of soclal work. It is thought that the professional school
of social work should have a twofold purposes (1) to produce capable skilled
workers, and (2) to develop the field of professional work through scholarly ;
research and publication.,l In 1947 the Western Reserve University held a
Workshop on Research in Social Work. Among other things discussed, there was
some thinking on the establishment of a separate research department for each
school of social work because students do not have either time or ability to
produce an effective plece of research. Through research, however, their
critical faculties should be sharpened; they should learn something about the
determination of validity and rellability; they should develop an appreciation
of good research; and become critical consumers of this type. One of the
resolutions adopted by the Workshop was as follows:

That schools of social work recognize research as one of their major
functions and that in the appointment of faculty and the distribution of

work loads they give due regard to the proper place of research in the
school program and in the contribution of the schools to social work,

1 James H. Tufts, Education and Training for Social Work, New York,

1923, 102.
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and to the need for advanced training of speclalists for research in
social work.?

The school of social work should require that all students take
courges in social research, These courses fulfill a threefold purposes
(1) they offer general or introductory training to those who would specialize
in social research, (2) they offer to all social workers a means of analytical
approach to the puszling problems they are bound to encounter, and (3) they
serve to equip future social executives with a working knowledge of the funce
tions of research.3 It was also stated that the student in addition to his
attendance at these courses, should put this knowledge into practice by becomw
ing involved in a research project.

Since the schools of socisl work require a research experience of
their students for various reasons, this presents an obligation for the latw
ter. The student may consider this obligation & valuable experience or he may
regard 1t as a burden, Therefore, this study was made to obtain the attitudes
of graduate students regardings (1) their school research experience, (2) the
correlation of this to any further research done in their later positions,

(3) the contribution of the school research experience to the social worker's

2 Research in Social Work, A Report of the Workshop on Research in
Social Work sponsored by the School of Applied Social Sciences, Western Re-
serve University, June 16~20, 1947, American Association of Social Workers and
School of Applied Social Sciences, Western Reserve University, January, 1948,

»

3 James Edward Hagerty, The Training of Social Workers, New York
and London, 1931, 117.




total formation, and (L) the future picture of school research. ‘

§gggg:' The group which participated in this study is composed of
14O men and women from all sections of the United States who were graduates of
non-sectarian accredited schools of social work between the years 1942 and
1947+ |

The first 202 people who were graduated from non-sectarian accrede
ited schools of social work between 19&2 and 1947 were chosen alphabetically
from the American Assoclation of Social Workers Di?ectany.

The gr@dnates of the years 1942 to 1947 were chosen because it was
thought that these people would have been out of school long enocugh te have
obtained & position wherein they m&y have been involved with further research,
Only those from non-gectarian schonls were selected because gradu-

jptes of Catholic schools had already been chosen this year as a participating

up in another thesis being written by a loyola student, It was thought un-
so to burden this éame group with another questionnaire because it may have
essened their responses, Furthermere, the religious qualifications of the
roup would have no bearing on their opinions concerning the research experi-
Qe
No presently employed tsachers were included in the selected number,
because their opinions on the subject of research would be considered biased.
The schedule was tested on the first fifty of the 202 chosen names.

[wo weeks' time was allowed for receipt of their answers, Within this period,

pproximately 80 per cent of the group responded, Only one change was made in
he schedule at this point, Added space was allowed for comments following

last guestion because a great number had offered comments even though it
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was not requested after this question. Three weeks' time was permitted for
returns from the remainder of the group. This latter response covered 75 per
cent of the total nmumber. The study was based on the responses of 14O people.
From the extensive reply, it would ssem that the subject of research is one of
great interest to graduate students, This interest was also manifested in the
large number of comments offersd by the respondents not only on the questione
naires, but in the personal notes aﬁd letters which they attached to the
questionnaires, Because the quantity of comments was so great it was impossi-
ble to incorporate them all into the text, therefore, a representative sample
was used, In some instances the comments may show duplication, but only be-
cause the respondents were inclined to give similar statements for totally
different questions.

liethod: A questionnaire and an explanatory letter were sent to each
member of the group. (See Appendices I and ;I)

Hethod of Presentation: In Chapter II is found certain identifying

information about the group which participated in this study., Chapter III is
devoted to a discussion of the following: (1) the type of research work with
which these people were involved while in school, (2) whether or not they were
full-time students while doing the research, (3) when they finished the re-
search, (L) the iength of time which they devoted to the work, and (5) whether
or not the time given to the research affected their class or field work. The
opinions of those who have done further research since graduation are covered
in Chapter IV. These opinions are concerned with the possible contribution of
the aschool research experience to any further studies which they have undere

taken, The attitudes of those who have, as well as those who have not done
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any further research since graduation are discussed in Chapter V. These atti-
tudes are directed towards the affect which the school research experience
may have had on their total formation as social workers., Chapter VI covers
the group's opinions on whether or not the research requirement for a master's
degree should be contimed and if an individual thesis or a group project is
more beneficial., In Chapler VII are found certain opinions of those respon-
dents who were involved with an individnal thesis correlated with the opinions
of those who worked on a group project while in séhool. In addition, there
are alsc correlations of those respondents who have and have not engaged in
post-graduate research studies, 4 summary of the findings and concluding
thoughts are contained in Chapter VIII.




CHAPTER I1
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION

In this chapter certain identifying facts are presented concerning
the group which participated in this study. These facts give the reader
knowledge of the geographic location, age, sex, present position, amount of
soclal work experience before graduate training, field of specialisation in
school, and year of graduation from & social work school for each member of
the group.

For purposes of presentation a breakdown of the United States into
geographic areas was used. They are six: (1) Midwestern, which includes the
states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and
Wisconsing (2) Eastern Seaboard, including the states of Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Maryland, and
New Jersey; (3) Near Western, compossd of North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas,
Wyoming, New Mexico, Colorado, Nebraska, and Oklahomaj (L) Far Western, which
includes Oregon, Washington, California, Ariszona, Nevada, liontana, Utah, and
Idaho; (5) Southern and Gulf, including Alabama, Tennessee, Arkansas, Missis-
sippi, Florida, Texas, Louisiana, and Kentucky; and (6) Northeastern Seaboard,
‘comprising Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp-
shire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. BEach of the states in the six geographic

areas is not represented by the number of respondents in the following table,
6




but rather the area as a whole,
TABILE I
GEOCGRAPHIC ILOCATION

Geographic areas Humber of respondents

Hear Westorn « « « e o ¢ o o ¢ o o ¢ s o o 7
Far Wostern o+ « s« « o » o o s o 0 o+ &« s 16
Midwastern.....v..‘..;.u..* 33
Southern and Gulf . + ¢ ¢ ¢ o o s o ¢ » & 12
Hastern Seaboard « o o« » « » o s » o ¢ o« s 31
Northeastern 5e8board o+ ¢ s+ « ¢« s o s o+ o+ 19
UnKknown o+ «» « s s o s » ¢ » » s v« ¢ s ¢+ o R2
TOtBL o « o o o o ¢ o ¢ s 0 ¢ ¢ o s o 10
The majority of the respondents, thirty~three people, are from the
iiidwestern area. This may be compared with that of the Great Lakes area which
claimed the majority in & 1950 survey, The Great L;keu area was composed of
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wiscenain.h The geographic
location of twenty-two respondents is not known because when the study was
first begun this point of information was not thought to be valuable. As the
study progressed, it was seen that this point would produce a typical group,
because it would show that the respondanta were representatives of all the

geographic areas,

I Social Workers in 1950, A Report on the Study of Salaries and
Working Conditions in Social Work, U. S. Department of lLabor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, Division of Wages and Industrial Relations, American Association
of Social Workers, New York, 1952, Table 3, 6,




- | TABLE 1I
AGE
Ages in vears Number of respondents
25 229 4 4 o b b o b b v e e e L

30«3k e v o0 s s s 00 s es L
35 -39 . | | 32
LO w bl o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ 8 06 0 ¢ ¢ 0 o L3
LS = b9 o« ¢ ¢ ¢ o 6 o s 0 2 8 4 0 25
50 w58 ¢ 4 o 0 v 0o s 060 00 s 0 12
55 =59 ¢ s s 0 s v 60 s 0o s 7
60 « 6l o s ¢ v 0 ¢ 5 5 5 0 5 0 s » 3

TotBl & ¢ v o ¢ s o o o o s o 140

.
*
-
L ]
-
*
-
-
-
*
L
[ 2
-*

The ages of the group range from twenty-five to sixty-three years.
Of the entire group, the majority, forty-three persons, are between forty and
forty-four years of age. The average age according to the forementioned 1950
survey was forty yeara.s It is thought that since this is a mature age group
their opinions would contribute a certain amount of validity to this study.

Both sexes are represented by the total group. The majority number
of 103 are female and the male respondents number thirty-six. One respondent
neglected to answer this question. The large number of women in comparison
to the men would account for the established fact that women ocutmumber men in

the field of social unrk.é

5 Ibid., 7.
6 Ibid,, Table D-2, 38,




- TABLE ITI
PRESENT POSITION
Types of positiona Number of respondents

Consultant » o + o o o ¢ v o o « s s » o o & 8
SBupervisor « + o + 4 o o o v v o o v v 0o s o 30
CRseWOrker + + v o o v o o v o o o v o 2 o o U2
Group WOTrKer . « o o v o o s ¢ ¢ o o o & o @ 1l
Director + « o o v o0 s v o s 6 o2 ¢ s s o 32
Aspistant Director .+ « o o o s o s o v s o o 13
Others « « « ¢ 55 ¢ o s s o o s o ¢ 00 s o 13
No posltion s o v s s 00 o o o s 0 v o s » 1

TotBLl ¢ o o s o 0 o s o 2 s s o o o s s 14O

The present positions of the respondents are quite varied, The ma-
Jority, forty-two, are employed as caseworkers, There are thirteen people
whose miscellansous positions are listed as Others. In this group are found
the housewives, campalgn managers, foreign affairs officers, board members,
and sales engineers, One respondent is not.employad at present.

The group was asked to atate the amount of thelr sccial work experie
ence before entrance into graduate school. Three respondents commented thqt
they were employed and atiended graduate classes simultaneously, thereby ac-
quiring both education and experience. Six respondents mentioned that their

two years of graduate training were not consecutive, but rather were broken by

a number of years ranging {rom three to seventeen. Qualified Responses have

reference to those people who gave no definite amount of experience, but ratbaT

offered only comments.
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- TABLE IV

AMOUNT OF SOCIAL WORK EXPERIENCE
BEFORE TRAINING IN SCHOOL

Number of years Bumber of respondents
Kuexparience,...........,. hz

* % & = 2 8 s P » 5

Less than one year

L]
-

l"hh.tl"‘li.tb"l l‘l
S*StntbolQGCOOOODQ 26

9"120.!‘000.00!.0;

n~1614t¢|0-00¢otcv

12
L
17 =20 o o e o o ¢ s 5 ¢ 6 20 ¢ o 3
2L « 28 o v h e e r e s s e s e 1
25 =28 4 v 4 b et s a e e e e 1
Qualified re8pon=e . « 4 ¢ « » o 5 & o o 3
HOYesponse « o 4 o« s + o » 2 s ¢ ¢ s » s 2
Total o . ¢ v e oo 0 o 5 5 ¢ s « o 1D
The years of social work experience which the reapondents had before
entering schools of social work range in quantity from none to twenty-five
years of experience. The msjority number of forty-two are those who had no
previous experience, In a recent survey, it was shown that the case and group

workers had the least amount of social work experience.! However, no state-

ment was made as to the precedence of this experience to graduate training.

7 Ibid., Table 7, 1l.




- TABLE V

11

FIELD OF SPECIALIZATION IN
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK

Tvpes of specialisation Number of respondents

Gasmrk . 2 5 5 B @ ¥ & ® # K & & & ¢ ¥ . ¢ 115

Group Work o o o ¢ o s s o 2 s s s »
Commnity organization . . « « « « &

Others o o « o 2 s o o ¢ ¢ o s ¢ o @

Ho Iosponse  + + ¢ « o+ ¢ ¢ ¢ » o o o

Total o « ¢ « ¢ o 0 o ¢ 0 o o 0

Of the total group, 115 apecialized

in school, HNine respondents specialiged in a
Others, These fields include combinations of

* & & 4 ¥ » 9
. 6
"QQ»'. 1
c e e e 1O

in the field of casework while
variety of fields designated by
cagework and administrations

group work and administration; casework and commnity organization; public

welfare; and administration,
TABLE VI

YEAR OF GRADUATION FROM

SCHOOL OF S0CIAL WORK

Year Number of respondents
192 « v o o v 0 v o s e s 00 26
193 o o o o ¢ s s e s e 0 oo 18
9l o s 4 6 v 6 e s e s e e 22
195 o o o v v s o e 0w e 14
I9UB « v 4 o o ¢ o s 2 s e o s 25
LT ¢ o o 0 o v v v s e 0. 32
NHoTesponse . « « « o « o o o 3

Total o« o o ¢ o o o s o o 14O
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All <the respondents were graduates of their respective schools of
social work between the years 1942 and 19L7. The year 1947 claims the mjority
of thirty-two, which would seem to show an increése of graduate workers in the
field, However, according to & survey made in 1950, two out of every 5 re-
spondents had some graduate education in schools of social work, but only one
in every 5 had earned a graduate degree in social work.® |
From the foregoing facts, it can be seen that the group is represenw
tative of all the geographic areas of the United States with the majority loe
cated in the Midwestern aresa, Many age groups are accounted for, the largest
mumber being between forty and fortyefour years of age. The number of women
outrmumber the men in the total group. The present positions of the respondents
are varied with the caseworker heading the list, Those who have had no previe
ous social work experience before their entrance into graduate training are in
the majority. Casework is the most popular field of specialiszation for the
group while they were in school. The year 1947 claime the greatest number of

graduates from the group.

8 Ibid., 8.




CHAPTER III
THE SCHOOL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Information concerning the past school research activities of the
respondents are contained in this chapter, Facts regarding the type of re-
search, term of school attendance, opinions on the amount of time consumed by
the research, and the affect of this time on class and field work are discussed|
here,

Two types of school research, namely, the individual thesis and the
group project were engaged in by the respondents. The greater part of the
group, 122, had been concerned with the writing of an individual thesis. Thir-
teen were involved in group projects. Five respondents failed to offer this
information.

TABLE VII
NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS IN FULL-TIME
ATTENDANCE WHILE DOING
SCHOOL RESEARCH

Responses Number of respondents

T08 ¢ ¢ « o 5 v o o 6 ¢ 4 5 6 » o &

EO ® & 5 2 & T e & » & ¢ 8 5 s .F

Qualified I'G8PONIBE « o« » » ¢ ¢ ¢ o

NOToSDONSe o« o o o s » o 4 ¢ s » ¢

E L o & 8

Totdl o« « ¢« o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ s o »

3
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Of the entire group, ninety-two peopls were in full-time school at-
tendance while doing their research. Full-time Attendance signifies & schedule

consisting of & complete course load and field work., Two respondents gave no
definite answer, instead one coumented that the research was begun while in
full~time attendance, but completed later; another worked on a project during
the summer having no class or field work at that time,

There were various remerks from those who answered Yes to thie ques-
tion. Two people said theirs was & bleck plan schedule whereby they were ine
volved only with field work, During this time they concentrated on the re-
gsearch preparation, and later wrote the thesis while taking courses. Another
commented that no field work was required during the fourth semester, while one
remarked that the schedule included full~time field work and a thesis seminar,

Two respondents who said they were not in full-time attendance of-
fered further information. The schedule of one included a full-time position,
field work, and two courses, Another completed all but one course before the
last half of the second year, then became involved with the research and cone
tinued the full-time field work.

TABLE VIII

LENGTH OF TIME FOR COMPLETION
OF SCHOOL RESEARCH

Time periods Number of respondents

Within the second year « « « s « v »
Afterthispariod TR R A A

BOresponse o« s o« » 4 » s 5 s « « o &
Total o o o e .

76
i3
Qnaliﬁadmsponae..;'...... 2
1
g2
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The foregoing table has reference only to that portion of the total
group which was in full-time attendance while doing the research. The majority
of this group, seventy-six, completed their research during the second year of
training. Only two comments came from this group explaining that "time was
alloted by the school during the last three months"; and the research was com-
pleted "at the end of a sixteen-month period with an accelerated program.”
Those who finished the rvss;rch after the second year of training of-
fered various comments. Five respondents said they had begun the research work
during the second year, but did not complete it until after they were away from
school, These five gave no definite completion time for the research, whereas
two other respondents sald they completed the work approximately two months
after the second year of training,.
TABLE IX

AMOUNT OF TIME GIVEN 7O THE
SCHOOL RESEARCH STUDY

Amount of time Nunber of respondents

Very 14681@ o o o » o s ¢ o o o o s o & 7
Reasonable amount + « « « + o o ¢ « « » 102
Too muCh o s ¢ ¢ 2 ¢ ¢ s ¢ 5 0 s o & » 22
Qualified response .« o+ « « o ¢ o s & ?
Tot8l .+ o s ¢ ¢ ¢ o 0 s 6 0 005 1O

The opinions of those who thought they gave a Reasonable Amount of

[lime to the research study were in the majority, 102 people. Approximately onee
fpalf of this group offered comments. Since 1t would prove too lengthy to list

[11 of them, the comments are divided into four groups: (1) opinions on the
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positive value of research, (2) opinions on the negative value of research,
(3) remarks on the combination of research work with other activities, and
(4) remarks on time schedules for the research,

Positive Value of Research

Helpful in learning the application of statistical tools,

An invaluable opportunity to crystallize thinking and to gain professional com-
fidence and self-discipline.

I got my material from my field work agency-~found that this served two pur-
poses—a knowledge of agency--a learning experience in case study. Also
used other reference material--I enjoyed it even though tedious at times.

y_a.gativa Value gg Regearch

Badly supervised, I went through the motions to satisfy requirements, Its
value was negligible.

Should have had a better foundation in methoda of research before starting the
thesis and better control in the research aspects.

I was fod up with it and nearly dropped it!

Combination of Research Work with Other Activities

I spent about asix months--while on the job--doing some work on it but the
actual writing took me thres months--while I was on maternity leave.

Had a fellowship so worked and went to school part-time.

I was working part-time in an agency carrying two courses and the thesis,

Started thesis while in school but obtained full-time job and completed this
after hours,

It probably would have been easier had the thesis been & requirement of the

second year. It was completed the year following school attendance.

Time Schedules for Hesearch

Our work was done in a scheduled six hours a week--no cutside work.
One-half day per week was allowed for research and thesis work.

Time was assigned by school for thesis project during field work placement,
one-half day in second year was ample,

Approximately one day a week for three months,

I spent about eight hours, five-day week for one semester,

The group of respondents who felt that they gave Too Much Time to

their research made varlous statements in explanation of their feelingst

Too much in terms of neglecting other class and field work. Most of this was
spent in rather unpreductive stewing and working over data.
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scoped study foo extensive yet anything briefer would have lacked real sig-
nificance.

A research experdence is of definite value--but a research thesls requires
entirely too mich time if the candidate for master's degree is principally
interested in other specializations--2s cagework,.

Too mich, comparatively speaking, in relation to values received.

started after completion of courses and field worke-on campus full-time--muach
time wasted--should have been part-time over period of two to three quar-
ters.

My first thesis written during second year in school was rejected. After com~
pleting training I wrote & second thesis during first year of work.
Second thesis was accepted, '

Several comrents were made by those who said they devoted Very Littlel
Time to their researchi

Little emphasis on research; therefore, little time was required to meet re-
quirements,

I did it nights and weekends while filling & fullwtime job.

Not interested in research and had started working full-time,

Whole project something to get done and out of way~-boring.

Some of the respondents gave no definite answers, but rather offered

only comments. These are to be found as Qualified Responaes in the table:

More, no doubt, than I could have done while attending regular classes, doing
field work, but not I think too much [time] for a valid piece of research

lany papers written for classes required some researchnul don't remsmber any m
spaclal research project dons.

Considering its value to me any amount |§1ms would be too much, Was fartunati
in choice of subject--got off easy.

Re: individual thesis, a great desl Eimo but it was worth it,

From the above comments concerning amounts of time given to the re-
search, it can be seen that the word 'time' connotes various meanings to the

respondents. Their remarks were based on: (1) the amount of preparation they

received before beginning the research, (2) the circumstances within which th
found themselves while engaged in research, and (3) their own personal interes
in doing the research, Research was considered valuable by some of them bow

caugse they felt that it had increased their professional skill; others con-
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gidered it a Worthless task. Another group of respondents expressed no diffi-
culty in doing the research while engaged in other activities such as employ-
ment. Some respondents found that either they themselves or the schools
organized the time which was to be devoted to the research; others were unable
to give as much time to the research as it required,

TABLE X

AFFECT OF THME GIVEN TO SCHOOL
RESEARCH ON CLASS AND
FIELD VIORK

Affect of time Number of respondents

Helped v « o+ ¢ o o 2 ¢ s s o « o o & » » 37

Hindered v +« « « v o o o ¢ o 6 o o o + » 9

Noaffect « o o s ¢ o ¢ s 3 ¢ o s + 0 o 66

Qualified response « « o « « o « ¢ s s « 15

NOTesponse o « « o » s 2 ¢ o » o s ¢« » 13

Tot8l & v ¢ ¢ s s 0 o v v o 00 e O
The majority of the group, sixty-six respondents, felt that the time
given to the research had No Affect on their class and field work, Thers were

various comments from this portion of the group depending upons (1) their
ability to arrange sufficient time for the resesarch while in school, (2) their
inability to accomplish this arrangement, and (3) their ability to devote their
time to the research without any involvement in class and field work.
Sufficient Time

I would imagine that to one who is interested in research and a capable stu-
dent he would arrange his time to permit the research to be done.

I worked it in~-carrying a lighter load the last quarter,

4 full quarter was given to review for comprehensive exam and research in comm
pleting the thesis,
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- Insufficient Time

It didn't affect class and field work from standpoint of neglect, rather re
search was extended because I couldn't complete it and carry the other
satisfactorily.

‘Many, many hours spent on abstracting records did not contribute to my func~
tioning as a caseworker.

This project of mine didn't help, but the course I took in research did help
my thinking about social and economic data,

lLoss of sleep and recreation time!l

No Class and Field Work

I wasn't actually in school at the times and since I took a thesis subject re-
lated to my work--my agency assisted me a great deal.

Since I was in full-time employment, however, it was a strain accomplishing
the end results at nights and on weekends,

In this third category were found bﬁose who concentrated only on the
research without any involvement with clase and field work, Some found this
concentration difficult; others did not,

A portion of the total group felt that the research Helped their
class and field work becsuse it was directly related tc the latterm:

Since it was community study it related closely to class and field work.

Research done in agency where I did field work. Research was an integral part
of my learning in the agency.

Made it mach more meaningful as my thesis materdal was drawn from my research
in field placement.

Others who did not state this relstion as such commentedi

Helped me to draw together and crystallise my thoughts. Gave me a respect for
the need to know facts,

Gave a broader, nmore objective viewpoint and & greater realiszation that study
and research were needed to test and improve practice.

I think it helped me to analyze records more meaningfully.

The main help came from the stimulation provided by compiling original data for
the thesis. Ag a result I developed a greater interest in learning per se
and came to appreciate the satisfaction of this kind of experience,

Various remarks were offered by those who thought the research

Hindered their class and field works
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The time required to complete & research thesis necessitated a crowding of
reading which was my chief interest, I felt my time could have been used
to better advantage had my research experience been more limited.
Some of the time could have been more profitably spent in further class work.
I feel there is real value in research trailning, but this should be more inte-
grated into total program over longer period,

Fifteen respondents gave no definite answer on the general question
of affect, but rather offered only comments. A few of these stated that:

The time could have been better spent in either field work or a good course in
research which was not available.

The subject was not related to school assignment. Actually added to fund of
information as well as technique, ‘

Difficulty in carrying regular class and field work assignment. Longer hoursew
exhausting,.

Took very little class work while working on thesis. Would have hindered if
I had,

Just as the word 'time' meant various things to the respondents, so
too did the phrase 'affect of time'. It seems that their comments were detere
mined by: (1) their own ability to schedule sufficient time for the research,
(2) their realiszation of a positive relationship between their research and
field work, and (3) their feeling that the time given to research could better
have been devoted to further class and field work.

In order to gather together the various points discussed in this
chapter, it is noted that the greater number of the total group had been ine
volved with the individual type of school research rather than the group pro-
Ject. Those who carried complete schedules of class, field, and research work
were in the majority, although the few who offered comments were not actually
in full-time attendance while doing the research, The majority of full-time
students completed the research work within the second year of graduate traine
ing., The largest number of the respondents felt that they had given neither

very little nor too much time to their school research, but rather a reasonable
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gmount. The r'x’ajority of the group thought that there was no affect on the
class and field work because of the time given to the school research, The
different types of comments, howsver, showed that this affect of time held

various meanings for the group.




CHAPTER IV
THE POST-(RADUATE RESEARCH STUDY

Even though research work is required of all graduate work students,

one would question as to whether or not this is & continmuied requirement in the
various social work positions chosen by the respondents after graduation. This
point is discussed here in addition to the number and type of post-graduate
research studies made by the respondents, The remaining portion of the chap=
ter ig devoted to the opinions of the respondents regarding the positive or
negative value of the school research experience in relation to further rew
gearch studies,

TABLE XI

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS WHO HAVE DONE
RESEARCH SINCE GRADUATION

Responses Number of respondents
Ye8 ¢ ¢ ¢« 00 o s 000 s v s as e 81
HO + ¢ o s s 0o s s eoeeaesese 56
Qualified response . « « +» « ¢ + » 3
TotBl o o « o o ¢ ¢ 0 o o o o 10
According to the above table, approximately 58 per cent of the enw
tire group have engaged in research studies since graduation. Various com-

ments were offered by this groups

22
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As a staff member of a community organiszation agency, we do make various
studies.

Mainly limited surveys on job.

Many agency and community studies; part of the regular agency program.

isinly in relation to my jobewpreparing material for presentation to board.

The agency of which I am director is a council and part of regular job is
making surveys and studies,

Research necessary in agency practice.

These [Btudies] have ranged from minor ones on my own caseload to agency wide
research,

In our agency at times we have been engaged in studying various aspects of the
total job. This has required & certain amount of knowledge of reaearch,
An analysis of the case statistics and the worker's activity in our of-
fice over a period of three months-—-the results used to point up the need
for an additional part-time worker,

Reports for board meetings when in an executive capacity and for reports ree
quested by my national agency.

Those who have done no further research since graduation submitted
several remarkes

lack of sufficient time has prevented it,

No, but in my department we are gathering material for research on foster home
progranm in part of our treatment plan for children.

Not interested in active participation but of results and findings of studies,

I have not engaged in & true ressarch study but have done studles on certain
types of services that required sampling and some knowledge of research
methods,.

I am interested in research but it seems difficult to get into any project.

Expect to do some agency projects during the coming year,

Three respondents gave neither a positive nor a negative reply but
enly comments, shown in the table as Qualified Responses:

Only on & superficial basis, nothing as extensive as the thesias,
Only very brief screening intake study on job,
Smell projects on & committee basis,

In view of the comments presented, research studies are shown to be
an integral part of agency programs. It would seem that even though some re-
spondents had not engaged in further research studies themselves, some type of

research has been in process in their agencies. Actually, the three people

who gave Qualified Responses have done some type of research work even though
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4t has only been on a small scale,
TABLE XII

NUMBER OF RESEARCH STUDIES
ENGAGED IN SIRCE

GRADUATION
Number of studies Number of respondents
ODwlooeos oo ns o s 0050 9
223 ..ot e es 15
beS.eowossssnsoanssnes 6
6w«T osooveessosnsaseneses 1
Beoe9 e eseeronoosssesecnse 1

Vague TeSponBe o+ « o o o » o » o s = o o o 1l
NOTESPONS® + o o o« » o+ s ¢ s s » o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 38
TOtBl o « o o v v ¢ o s s ¢+ 4+ o » s Bl

This table applies only to the eighty-cne respondents who have en-
gaged in further research since graduation, These people were asked for the
mimber of further studies with which they were involved. Fifteen respondents
had completed between two and three studies, the average number of the group.
Even though thirtyeseven gave no response, eleven people offered somewhat in-
definite comments regarding the number of studies. The latterare found under
Vague Responses in the table. These included remarks explaining that they had
done several studies, but were unable to state the exact number.

It was thought that the types of studies which the pecple had en=
gaged in would prove to be an interesting point of information. Therefore,
this same group of eighty-one respondents were asked to give the types of
their studies.
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TABLE XIII

TIPE OF RESEARCH STUDY
ENGAGED IN SINCE

GRADUATION
Agency | Personally Qualified No

Type requested | initiated | Both | response | response| Total
Individual 3 6 1l 10
Group 16 1 L b4 25
Both 2 2 7 1l 12
Qualified response 1 1l
No response 20 2 9 2 33

Total L 1n 20 1 8 81

Of the two types, namely Agency Requested and Fersonally Initiated,

it was seen that Agency Requested was the most prevalent with twenty of the
respondents having been engaged in this type of study., The Group study ex-
ceeded the Individual, and the Agency Requested Group type was in advance of
the Personally Initiated Oroup study. This is in direct contrast to the school

research experience where the majority had been concerned with the individual
thesis.

Another guestion was presented to this group of elghty-one respon-
dents concerning their opiniona on whether or not the school research experi.

ence was an asset to them in their further research studies.
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TABLE XIV
CONTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
TO RESEARCH DONE SINCE
GRADUATION

Responses Furber of respondents

YeB o o ¢ o v o s s o2 s e a0 0o e B3
HO o o o 0 ¢ v ¢ 0. ¢ 0o ¢09 0+ 11
Qualified response . + « o o . .. 2
NOTGESDONS® » o » ¢ ¢ s s s s o s o 5
TotBl ¢ o o o o 2 o s s » s s 81
Seventy-eight per cent of the total number answered Yes to this
question. Their comments were divided, however, into two groups of thought
depending upons (1) a definite affirmative reply, or (2) an indefinite affirm.
ative reply. Some of the respondents commented with reference to the further
studies which they made,
Definite Affirmative Reply
Thesis wae helpful in knowing what materials migﬁt be useful and how to secure
The engi is constantly making studies., This training [aehool research]
was invaluable.

Some aspects of previocus experience ttheais helpful in some respect to further
studies].

Indefinite Affirmative Reply

Much more needs to be done along these lines, in my opinion.

With a psycholegist well-trained in experiential techniques; he made me real-
ize how silly was my school of social work experience in research.

This [further research study] was a2 major project which has since been fule
filled and I found myself very handicapped by my lack of experience in
ressarch method,

Two respondents answered neither Yes nor No, but offered only come
ments., These are listed as Qu

alified Responses in the tables
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My work in statistics at the school helped,

fhe courses on research helped. Considering the thesis as a part of the re-
search courses--yes it helped. There is some question as to the thesis
project alone contributing much,

The various comments regarding the relationship of the school re-
gsearch experience to further studies indicate that the former was helpful in
gome instances, but it could have been & mich better preparation for later
studies, It was thought that not only was the research project helpful in fure
ther studies, but so were the research courses.

According to the replies of the group, elghty-one respondents out of
the total number, 140, have done further research work since graduation, They
have been engaged in from one to nine studies each, and the majority have done

either two or three. These studies have been of four different types namely;

individual, group, agency requested, and personally initiated. The group and
agency requested exceeded the other two types. A little over three-fourths of

the 81 respondents felt that the school research experience had been a help to
them in the further studies which they made, The few who commented on this,
however, were somewhat undecided as to whether or not the school ressarch ex-
perience proved to be as mch assistance as it should have been.




CHAPTER V

THE RELATIONSHIP OF TH% 3CHOOL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
TO THE SOCIAL WORKER'S TOTAL FORMATION

It has been seen that the school research experience according to

the majority of the respondents was a valuable asset to further research. In
this chapter are found the opinions of the reaspondents concerning the contrie
bution of the school ressarch experience to the total formation of a social
worker, In addition to this, there is also a discussion covering some of the
contributing factors.

The group was asked whether or not they felt that the school research
experience had contributed to their total formation as social workers.

TABLE XV

CONTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
70 TOTAL FORMATION OF SOCIAL WORKER

Responses , Number of respondents
OB « 4 o 4 ¢ o 6 2 0 ¢ 6 4 02 8 8
ﬂo........‘;....-a.
Qualified response . « + +« o « o & »

NOXesponse . . « o o o o ¢ o ¢ « ¢ »

Ee L3

Totll.....¢...s-..
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Sevénty-five of the 140 respcndents were of the opinion that the
school research experience had made some contribution to their total formation
as soclal workers., A large number of No Responses may be found in Tables XV
and XVI, Actually, the general question of the relationship between the school
research and the social worker's total formation was intended only for those
people who had not engaged in any further research since graduation. This
explains why a great number had offered No Response in Tables XV and XVI.
Eighty-one of these respondents were those who had been involved in further re-
search 48 noted in Table XI. However, a large portion of this group of eightye
one not only responded, but also offered almost as many comments as those to
whom the question was originally presented. Thirty=four members of thie group
gave & positive reply; four, a negative reply. 8ix peoples offered neither, but
rather made only comments. The remainder of the group, thirty-seven, gave
neither & response nor & comment.
The respondents were asked to state the ways in which they thought
the school research experience had contributed to their total formation as so~
cial workers. Some possible contributing factors were presented to them for
their approval or disapproval, These factors used for presentation were chosen
rimarily to stimlate the thinking of the respondents on the subject and not
cause they were considered to be the foremost factors. The respondents were
jalso requested to list any other factors which they felt may have been benefi-
[cial to the social worker's total formation,




30
- TABLE XVI

HOW THE SCHOOL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
CONTRIBUTED TO TOTAL FORMATION
OF SOCIAL WORKER

‘ Responges
Factors Total
’Ies' No | No response
Increased my ability to be
cbjective in attitude 51| 6 83 140
Developed my reasoning
power %] 1w 9L 140
Increased wy ability to
think with originality B 7 85 140
Developed my power of
accurecy 531 8 79 1Lo
No benefit , 3] 12 125 140

It was noted that the largest mumber of respondents were in agree-
ment with the first four factors presented. In addition to their positive or
negative statements regarding these contriduting factors, the respondents made
various comments as followss

I felt that the research helped me to synthesise materialeegain objectivity and
perception in terms of learning to sort out date-wthink through purpose,

Stimlating and ereative. My ability to achieve objactivity I feel was do-
veloped in field work with a "professional persen," my reasoning power
developed by total studies, accuracy, I feel, doean't "need developing."

It influenced my objectivity by helping to develop a critical attitude toward
research conclusions and pointed out the aspects of research to check,
to test validity, and reliability of conclusions.

Of magnificent value to me is the requirement in research that cenclusions be
based on fact., Methodelogy in social research develops clearer thinking
and less false general assunptions--one sc rare and the other so prevalent

today.
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Other contributing factors from the school research experience which
were expressed by the respondents may be classified as: (1) awareness of come
mnity planning, (2) research as self-discipline, (3) benefit from research
and/or clasework, (L) knowledge of research techniques, (5) knowledge of agency
function, and (6) miscellaneous,
Awareness of Community Planning

[Eethads used in school research are an aid] when thinking of social planning,
Broadened my experience as & caseworker and made me aware of community needs.

Research as Self-Discipline

I considered the research a good discipline,

In addition to the above, |[four factors pmsented] the research and writing of
thesis were a discipline and also improved my writing techniques.

Such & task as preparing a thesis certainly develope self-discipline which adds
that much to a professional social worker's qualifications.

The selfwdiscipline required to complete a study certainly is one of the by-
producta,.

Benefit from Research anﬁ{ur Classwork

Other courses, statistics and soclal investigation as well as research project

have been valuable in my work.

This experience also deepened my awareness of and appreciation for the value of

statiatics in relation to Social Work interpretation, .

My thesis was a history of a local private institution and I felt it was & good

sabstitute for a4 course in Commmnity Organization which I did not have, I

think the above items [four factors presented) were more influenced by a

good course in Social Statistics I had as an undergraduate, It also supw
plemented & course in administration.

#md ergraduate research project extremely helpful in the above area [temr face
tors pramm].

Enowledge of Research Techniques

My project was unpretentious, I enjoyed writing it, I utilized very little
technical research as that embodied in a research course I took, The most
valuable experience was attempting to figure out what the correlation or
lack of it meant.
ed techniques of research,

ve me @ better understanding of what is involved, and convinced me that no
study should be made that is not going to be used.

creased my ability to use & technique I disliked in a disciplined, construce
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”

tive way. ‘

Enables me to read charts and studies with more knowledge,

Increased my skill in reading case records and analysing them,

The reference broadened my knowledge in the field. The reviewing of oase
records helped &8 I compiled my recordsj also learning methods of gather-
ing material has been helpful, Should I be requested to make & study I
would know procedure,

Knowledge of Agency Functien

largely in terms of evaluating agency performince, using simple statistical
formilations in organising material and using it for interpretation of
function,

|This project helped me to work out certain basic concepts about administrative
supervision which have since been very helpful to me in carrying on my
works

It contributed mostly in a practical and business way rather than formation,
It zave me knowledge of institutional program and operation.

Increassd knowledge of casework and understanding of behavicr. Provided a
better understanding of services of & family agency.

Miscellanecus _
[lielped mo) to make constructive and more positive use of social work litera-
ture and readings in allied fields,
plelped in developing concrete material pertinent to the problem I was exploringﬁ

Even though the respondents were in agreement with the four factors

Eresenm in Table XVI, some of them commented as follows on the non-beneficial
spect of the school research experiencei

I do think now that wore research is needed in social work.

I knew I mas not interested in being & research worker, I feel that my study
helped the agency for whom I made it but I felt too much emphasis was
placed on small details of form by the school, Had I expected to go inte
research I think attention to smsll details would have been appropriate.

le & thesis project certainly helped in developing skills I feel that just
as much benefit could have been derived from putting forth additional

effort on commnity organisation and in casework.

W research experience gave me & tool to use, &nd helped me to understand the
use and value of research~-but the time and extent the research thesis re-
quired appeared to me to be out of proportion to the values received,

|Some slight benefit. I wouldn't give the project much credit for achieving the

above [fmr factors premted].' For me it was a necessary precess to go
through to achieve my objective, It gave me a slight if brief acquaine
tance with the research procedures.

I considered research a necessary evil and at times was not sure how necessary. |
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In fable XVI, it was seen that fifteen respondents were of the
opinion that the school research experience had not contributed to their total
formation as social workers. Some of the comments offered in explanation of
thelr opinions were:

I did a library study which helped only in gaining information re: the historie
cal development of the legislation involved.

Needless to say, my thesis I felt was not outstanding in its field and I was
dissatisfied with my final version, yet very thankful when it was out of
the way.

Seemed to serve mainly as a test of perseverance in dealing with obstacles of
completion. Screened the flippant students as well as those who ran out
of money trying to stick it out,

Mechanics of collecting data seemed totally unrelated to anything I was in-
terested inw-conclusions from thesis so inconclusive that I question value
of thesis, except as & self-disciplinary kind of experience.

It made a nervous wreck of me, but I had to write it in order to get my degree.

[No contribution] except to create some awareness of the importance to the
field,

The examination of the achool of social work research requirement for a degree
is a shibboleth whose reexamination is long overdue,

The final "grade®" was "A"-.it was fun doing initial planning and interviewing.
Writing it and rewriting endlessly was a trsumatic deall

According to Table XVI, a small number of the respondents gave neithen ‘
a positive nor a negative reply, but instead offered only comments on the cone
tribution of the achool research project to the total formation of a social
worker. Some of these thoughts weres

I was extremely interested in research projects other students were carrying onj
and distressed because so many of them contributed little or nothing to
the students' understanding, except of method, or to the understanding of
the agencles furnishing the data,

Too busy trying to produce thesis which left insufficient time for development
of skill and attitudes which should be the purpose and result.

Thought group project would be more plausible and beneficial. More time should
be given to methods of research than to writing thesis,

With each student being required to seek some undeveloped field I think the

schools of social work should evaluate the pragmatic waluye<f-the indi-

vidual thesis-~too many are written that are valuel¢sdNand & ‘waitie gf the

student's time, i $
Subject helped develop feeling for “"historical® back ?,d un underadtanding\of
VVE RS TY

a problem.
LIBRARY
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1 happen to be one of those peculiar pecople who likes statistics, I think the
study of Btatistics and research has been most helpful not only in re-
search projects but in the organisation of a department,

In view of the above comments, it is seen that not only did the
school research experience give the respondents an awareness of research meth-
ods, but it also added to their professional skills and broadened their knowle
edge of the fleld. On the other hand, the minority of comments dealt with the
excess of time and effort required by the school research in comparison to the
benefits received. It was felt that thie time and effort could have been used
more advantageously by taking additional courses in school,

The majority of the respondents felt that the school research experi-
ence had contributed in some respect to their total formation as social work-
ers. The majority also agreed to the four contributing factors which were

presented in order to obtain their reactions, In addition to their responses
to the latter, they also offered mmerous comments regarding the affect of the

school research experience on their total formation as social workers,




CHAPTER VI

THOUGHTS ON THE FUTURE TRENDS OF THE
SCHOOL RESEARCH REQUIREMENT

It was supposed that the respondents might have some suggestions as
to the possible future plans regarding the school research requirement. There-
fore, they were asked if they thought the schools of social work should cone
tinue to require a research experience for a masterts degree and whether an
individual thesis or a group project would be more beneficial., Their opinions
on these two subjects are contained in this chapter,

TABLE XVII
OPINIONS ON THE CONTINUATION

OF RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
FOR MASTER'S DEGREE

Responses ¥umber of respondents
YoB o o o s 6 o ¢ ¢ 2 s a5 0000 A
Ho v oo eveecsvsonsesas 16
Qualified respon®e . o o o o o + » U
HO Te8pONSe 4 o « « s o o v ¢ » » « 6
' Total & v o o ¢ o o s « o v o 140
As noted in the above table, the majority of the respondents felt
that the schools of social work should continue to require a research experie
ence for a master's degree. This group offered the following comments:

35
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But not as thé thesis which completes the degree. This might better be in the
field of the studentts practice.

[Either contimie requirement]or [do] something requiring similar skills..

Even though I hated every bit of it, I'm glad I was made to do it, I definitew
1y believe something is wrong with the way it is set up as I knew it and
understand it now, Too much time. It could be done simpler, I'm sure,

But perhaps more emphasis on statistics as undergraduate,

[Gont:lnue reqnirement] but [requira] one where main emphasis is on developing
gkills and attitudes rather than on individual production.

The small amount of respondents who were of the opinion that this
requirement should be discontimued expressed their feelings in comments such
ast

Many students will never be able to do much in the way of research. There
should be an alternate plan for such students but not one which would make
it eagier to obtain & graduate degrse.

A qualified "no® above since I do believe that a more limited type of research
experience in connection with an advanced research class would be valuaw
bléws=gertainly more so than the individual thesis as I experienced it with
& mximum in effort producing practically nothing of value,

Not if sound courses in statistics and research are carried out. These could
include small projects. I think help in the knowledge of oral interpre-
tation would be jJust as valuable and used far more, Often you are called
on to give speeches more than making & research project unless that is

your specialty.
Four of the total mumber gave no definite answer, instead offered
only comments. These are listed as Qualified Respenses and they read as fole
lowss
Only if applicable to case wori skills, techniques, educational or administra.
tive process, .

My feeling is that a research project should be related in content to field
work. :

Everyone is not adapted to research, but something is needed to help.

I believe it should be an alternative to additional field work,

The theme which appears throughout all the sabove comments places
emphasis on the type of researcn experience which would not necegsarily be a

thesis but rather a modification which would aid the student in the development

of his skills, On the other hand, this research experience would not be
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necessary if adeguate courses in reaesrch and atatistics are given to the. stiu-
dente ‘

TABLE XVIII-d

OPINIONS ON THE MORE BENEFICIAL
TIPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH

Respanses Bumber of respondents
Individual thesis « o « o o « o o »
Group project « o o v ¢ o s ¢ » o &
Qualified response .« « » s » o ¢ o

E & R F

NoTeBponde « s o » o » o ¢« o » » »
TOtBL & o o » o o ¢ 5 » s o « 140

Those who chose the individual thesis as the more beneficial type of
school research were the majority muber, Choice of the individual thesis held
the lead, but surpassed the preferences for the group project by only two re-
sponses, The coumente offered by those who selected the individual type of
school resesrch could be divided into thres categoriess (1) individual before
group research, (2) adaptation of research to the student, and (3) disadvane
tages of group research,
Individual Before Group Research

[Undergraduate group work skills, subjects, and social science subjects plus ex~
perience in Girl Scouts, settlement house clubs, helped me far more than
the ivorywtowered research., My preference happens to be working dirsctly
with people. There are many social workers who prefer other fields.
ﬁ’eople work at such different levels that a group project isn't as helpful ae
individual work where you do every step yourself,
I am thinking of an individual project that might be written up; this was dis-
cussed among students when I was beginning my study; also last year in
another school setting the individual project was preferable,
If you do a thesie alone, you can work later on & project with a group, but if
you can work only with a group you may be handicepped in trying one by
yourself, The more valuable ones are usually the fruit of group effort.
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[Individual thesis] to gain overall perspective instesd of seeing one phase of
a larger project. Schools should emphasise research mmch more}
More individual help in writing, choice of words, selection of facts, The ex-
parience in accurate thinking and writing is valuable. Some theses, such
as those reviewing the work of an agsncy, have real value to the agency
and to other students.
I believe working out a project for one's self is in some ways more rewarding,
but also see benefits in being a part of a group project. '
I belisve the student will get better professional discipline from doing an
individual thesis to begin with, For inexperienced workers, the research
toam offers a fine experience. Possibly a group project can be suffi.
e¢lently well planned and supervised to give the student the training he
needs., I have never seen it done, however,

Research Adapted to the Student

In the area of one's practice, rather than research per se,

I think group research has values as well as individual research project. It
would depend on the area to be studied, the individual and his situation,
This should be guided by the situation~-individual preference of atudent, the
competency of school staff in guiding individual or group research,
philosophy of staff regarding the value of researchweresearch should not
be undertaken only for the sake of meeting & requirement for graduation
which would be of little value to student or profession; I cannot think of
& social work position where & research approach to a situation or problem
cannot contribute momething constructive,

Disadvantages of Group Research

Group projects which I have been associated with have demanded little of the

individual other than an academic exercise in whiech quality was not

stresaed,

Any group project always leaves one or two holding the bage-~this is more likely

true on the student level., On professional level responsibility is divi-

ded and one person has overall responsibility defined, 1If a thesis is to

help a student develop an attack of & problem it should be an individual

thing because different students develop at different paces and accept or

reject "thesis project.® Group project violates principle of growth of

student.,

Group project has merit but some individuals get more out of it than others.

group project would have the advantage of working with others in a different
menner than working with clients or patients,

8 I can only judge from my own experience but cannot see how the group pro-

Ject would be as beneficial as the individual thesis,

The foregoing comments on the individual thesis stress the fact that
Tr.he latter is more beneficial than a group project because the student learns
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how to do the research alone and this by far results in a more thorough knowl-
edge of the procedure. Even though the individual thesis was preferred, it
was thought that it should be chosen so &8s to blend in with the student's pro=
gram and not just for the purpose of meeting a requirement.

The forty~three people who felt that the group project was more bene
ficial than the individual type of research centributed many comments concerne
ings (1) the more advantagecus planning of time consumed by research, (2) the
establishment, of some goal in the research study, (3) personal stimulation
from group research, and (L) idesl preparation through group research,

More Advantageous Planning of Research Time

Because I believe the group project takes less of the student's time, but still
teaches the same principles of research.

I think a good research experience could be planned to be mich less time-con=-
suming than most theses have been,

I consider the advent of group project & step in direction of acquainting stuw
dent with research method without burdening him too mech. Some students,
however, make an original contribution in & master's thesis and a few, if
they are capable of individual study could use this experience to real
benefit for themselves,

A less axtensive group project would have given me the same sort of learning
axperience without the sacrifice of time,

I feel the group project is better as writing an individual thesis is moet
strenuous and I have often wondered if such an sffort was justified by a
atudy of results obtained.

With my limited interest in research, I would emphasisze other areas of work,

We need research, but it should be left to those interested and should not

be used as a device to limit or hinder good workers.

Learning and applying research techniques is valuable, but I feel this could be

accomplished in jess time than was required, This time could then be ap~

plied more advantageously to advanced casework courses. Those students
entering the research field could take advanced courses in research,

Goals in Research Studies

Studies done by students should be basic and simple and have & real purpose.
It seems to me that individual theses only become research material for writers
of other theaes except in a few instances, We have a whole stack that are
only put to this use,
1 think the small, isolated project is often valueless except for the one doing
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ite If we are going to do research, let us think of tying it up with somse
‘thing that can be really useful,

I have had no group project experience so cannot say with connection. T be=
lieve social workers should learn research method with the goal of trying
to verify more of our concepis scientifically,.

Fersonal Stimilation from Group Research

I do feel it is important to have an opportunity in a research project prefera-
bly & group project for participation,

Testing and sharing ideas and cooperative planning of how to present them might
be as valuable a technique in teaching,

It would depend on the nature of the research projecte-not all lend themselves
to zroup treatment-but it hag the advantage of inter-personal stimula-

-~ tlon, motivation, and check on findings,

Probably a group project becauss of the stimmlation of others' ideas, broadenw
ing ona's own perspsctive,

With a ressarch expert as an active member of the gmup.

Ideal Preparation--Qroup Ressarch

Research experience should prepare worker for rsaaurch necessary in field and
agency, and not be an end in itself.

Think group research bas more posslbilities res grauth through dynamic experi-
aence of the whole concept of the democratlc process,

A group project with people working cooperatively at set time and within a time
limit I think has more value to the individuals and produces & product
more usable. Since working with agencies and individuals is so important
to the social worker such an experience lends training in this area.

Depends on future plans of individual, but ordinarily, work experience is with
others and therefore group projects should be more beneficial,.

The group project is more stimmlating and more nearly typlcal of the research
wmoethods developed in the professional field,

Either is good, but group projscts develep a person's ability to work in a
group toward a common good. Might help later on committees state or naw-
tional; & social worker evaluate the resalts of her casework or group
works We nesd to know where we are going and how effective our methods
are,

Group projects are on the whole more practical and of more benefit to the
greatest mumber of people but I think the individual thesis may be more
suitable for certain subjects and material to be studied.

For the general values accruing to students out of theses, they might as well
be written by the faculty and submitted to the student for approval, A
group project has real value in teaching team work and division of laber.
I seriously question the place of indlvidual theses as a part of school
curriculum,

A portion of the total group, comparative in mumber to those who gave
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either a positive or negative reply concerning the group project, submitted
only comments, These comments were of great quantity and revealed the thoughts|
of the respondents regerding: (1) the freedom of choice in student research,
(2) their undecisive answers due to experience only with the individual thesis,
(3) better planning of research time, (i) lack of value in research, and
(5) the correlation of research with the student's needs and interests.
Freedom of Choice

Compents made with reservation since research is important and essential in
social work, It might be more effective if kept on an elective basis,
both pogitive and negative factors should be taken into consideration.

I feel that insofar as possible the individual should have the right of choice
here, Any professional person needs research experience in his own field
to understand and appreciate research as an integral part of the content
of & profession; whether or not he ever engages in such activity again,

I believe a student should be a&ble to choose that type of research activie
ty as part of his graduate training which best meets his own interests and
developmental needs,

Undeclsive Responses

I'm not sure having had no experience with & group project, but one thing I am
very sure about is the need for a student to have experience with research
method befors graduation, through work on a project which involves the re-
search method,

My attitude about a research study is all on the plus side, I believe this is
because my project supervisor helped me to enjoy the study and the process
that I went thru to complete it, So my answer to this question can be
neither one nor the cther nor can it be for or against because my experiw-
ence bears out that I needed this training, I only wish students could
have the understanding supervision of a professor who likes people, who
likes research and who likes to take advantage of every experience in the
study proceas to teach, ‘

Not having participated in group project cannot evaluate but would think group
thinking would be helpful in analysis.

Bam'.ar Phnn}gg g_{ Research Time

If they Just must have one--then a group project done in achool is best-~but
don't let them leave school to do it later when they get on a job,

Like both, if meaningful )]\:graup and individual]. Feel too much time and energy
are spent on research,

Ecth are beneficial and experience as an individual and with a group should be
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had in schools _
Depends upon subject. Perhaps the research experience could be integrated mordg
effectively, so that it is not a chore to be done at the end of the se-
quence, Some schools have attempted this more successfully than others.

Lack of Value in Research

Can't answer since I have o had personal and supervisory experience with in
dividual, Group aoumglfa if it would be more stimmlating. The main lacy
as I look back on my project was the research course which seemed to
stress statistical charts and was not at & inspiring towards developing
any idea of the purpose of research or me 8,

Total gsta of time for me-~probebly needed better supervisory help and gulde
ance,

The purpose of the schools should be to give sufficient understanding of re- amj
gsearch to enable practitioners in any field to participate in research
to understand reports but not to make research technicisns-wexcept for
those entering this particular field,

I have yet to hear of any real value in thesis writing except to those liking
and majoring in Research,

The thesis 3.8@3 more time and effort than its value normally--such time could
be bastter used in learning more about research and method,

I think our ability to be objective, develop reasoning power, think with origis
nality, and to develop the power of accuracy are not dependent upon doing
a research project but can be developed otherwise and some flexibility of
assignment should be made.

With regard to the Correlation of Research with Needs and Interests,

various comments were offered explaining that both the individual theses and
group projects wers beneficial depending upon: (1) the student's interest,

(2) the student's needs, (3) the setting for the research, and (L) supervisiond
Others commented further on thiss

The value could be more in one than the other depending on subject chosen and
possible ties for research. I don't think & thesis is necessarily a meand
of develaping a caseworker as & professional person, but some type of proe
Ject does teach one how to gather facts, weigh the evidence and draw cone
clusions, which is of value in logical thinking and planning,

Important thing is not whether it is individual or group but rather what the
student learns of methods of research,

According to the opinions expressed above, a group project is more
beneficial than the individusl thesis because it take& less time and offers the|
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student equivilent knowledge of research methods, It was felt that the group
project is & more realistic preparation for research, because most agency work
is done by the group rather than the individual worker. Some respondents were
of the opinion that the student should be permitted to choose his type of rew
search. Others thought that one type of research would not necessarily have to
be compared with another, but rather research should be undertaken for soms
purpose and not jJust for ressons of learning,

Since the rumber of psople who gave Qualified Responses was so great
and because their comments gave indication of some preference, the latter were
reviewed and a revised table was made.

TABLE XVIII-B

OPINIONS ON THE MORE BENEFICIAL
TYPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH

Responses Runber of respondents

Individual thesis . . « « « o « o » UL

Group projJect « » o + o o ¢ ¢ o o+ U

Either o« ¢ o ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ s s s s » 21

Qualified response . « « o+ o« s« 5 » 18

RO Tresponse + « » s ¢ » o « « s 5 & 11

Total o o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 6 o o s o o 140
Comparing the above table with Table XVIII-A, it was seen that four
[of the Qualified Responses were in favor of the Group Projects twenty-cne pre-

ferred Either type of research; the remaining eighteen gave no indication of any
lchoice,

Regarding the opinions on the future trends of the school research
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requiremsnt, the majority of the respondents, one hundred and fourteen of the
total mumber 140, felt that the schools of social work should continue to re-
quire a research experience for the attainment of & master's degree. They
were of the opinion that the individual thesis would be more beneficial to the
student than the group project, but their choice exceeded the preferences for
the group project by only two responses.




CHAPTER VII
CORRELATION OF FINDINGS

In this chapter certain opinions of those respondents who were ine
volved with an individual thesis are correlated with the opinions of those who
worked on a group project while in school. These opinions were in response to
the following: (1) whether or not they were in fulletime attendance while do=
ing the research, (2) if full-time students, the length of time for completion
of the research, (3) the amount of time given to the research, (4) whether or
not they were engaged in research studies after graduation, (5) whether or not
the schools should contimue the research requirement, and (6) if they should,
whether the individual thesis or the group project would be more beneficial,

In addition to the above, the opinions of those who have engaged in
postegraduate research studies are also correlated with those who have not done
sos These opinions were based on the last two points presented in the foree
going paragraph, namely, whether or not the schools should continue the rew
search requirement; and if they should, whether the individual thesis or the
group project would be more beneficial.

The remainder of the chapter is devoted to a summarization of the
various correlations which have been mentioned.
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“ TABLE XIX

TYPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH CORRELATED
WITH TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

School attendance
School Total
research

H

Qualified No
Full-time | Part-time | response response

Individml | 79 42 1 122
Group 11 1 1 13
No response 2 3 5

Total 9 L3 2 3 140

As previously stated in knot.her chapter, the majority, 122, of the
respondents had been involved with the individual thesis while in school. It
is noted in the above table that approximately 65 per cent of this group were
in fulletime attendance when the research was being done. Even though a group
roject was carried by the minority, the greater part of these respondents was

8o in full~time attendance while involved with the research., Those responw
lents who have done both individual and group research while in full-time ate
tendance are 66 per cent of the total number,

The Qualified and No Responses listed in all the tables throughout

tﬂa chapter will not be explained because they have been previously discussed
other chapters.
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- TABLE XX

TIPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH CORRELATED
WITH ITS COMPLETION TIME

Periods of time
School Total
research
Within the After this | Qualified No
second year period response regponege
Individual 77 21 l 23 122
Group 10 2 1 13
o response 1 h 5
Total ‘ 87 23 2 28 140

In the above table, it is seen that 63 per cent of the total number

f respondents whose school research studies were individusl theses completed
[he latter within their second year of graduate training. The greater portion
pf those who were concerned with group projects also found the second year adew
puate foar completion of their research studies, The combined mumber of respone
Hents who have completed both individual and group research during their second
yoar of training covers 62 per cent of the total number,

Those who completed individual theses after their second year of
Lraining preceded the respondents who were completing group project research
3t that time, The respondents who finished both individual and group research
$fter their second year of training amounts to 17 per cent of the total number,




” TABLE XXI

TIPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH CORRELATED
WITH AMOUNT OF TIME
GIVEN TO RESEARCH

Amounts of time
School Total
research
Very Reasorable Too Qualified
1ittle amount mach response
Individual L 91 22 5 122
Group 2 9 2 13
No response 1 2 2 5
Total 7 102 22 9 140

Ninetyw-one of the 122 people who were involved with the individual
thesis ware of the opinion that they had given a reasonable amount of time to
thelr resurch_. The minority, nine respondents, who did group projects also
stated that the required time was a reascnable amount., These two groups are T2
per cent of the total mumber of respondents.

Twenty-two respondents, all of whom had individual theses, considered
the required research time as being ﬁao great, This group covers 15 per cent
of the total number.

Seven respondents felt that they had given very little time to their
research projects, Among these seven, those who had done individual research
held the majority,.
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- TABLE XXII
TYPE OF SCHOOL R:iSEARCH CORRELATED

WITH AFFECT OF REQUIRED TIME
ON CLASS AND FIELD WORK

Affect
School Total
research
No Qualified No
Helped | Hindered | affect | response response
Individual 36 9 55 12 10 122
Group 1l 10 1 b} 13
No response 1l 2 2 5
Total 37 9 66 15 13 140

A little less than one~-half, L5 per cemt, of the group which worked
lon individual theses in aehooll felt that the time given to the latter did not
fect their class and field work, Another 30 per cent stated that the indie
vidual theses had actually helped in this respect. Nine respondents felt that
he time required by the individual type of ressarch hindered their class and
Eeld work.

Seventyeseven per cent of the group project category considered the
Lehool research time as having been of no affect on their class and field work.
Forty-saven per cent of the total mnumber felt that the required tinme
had no affect on their class and field work. Within this group were people

had done both individual and group research. A group of this same composi-
ion also considered the research time as being a help to any class and field
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work., This latter group is 19 per cent of the total mumber of respondents.
TABLE XXIII
TYPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH CORRELATED

WITH NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS
ENGAGED IN POST-URADUATE

RESEARCH
w
Number of respondents
School Total
research
Further No further Qualified
research research response
Individual 75 Lk 3 122
Group 3 10 13
No response 3 2 3 5
Total 81 56 3 o

Sixty-one per cent of the total number who carried individual theses
while in school were engaged in further research ‘utudiea after graduation.
This fact did not hold true, however, for the respondents who were working on
group projects in school., Ten of these 13 respondents had no ocecasion to do
any research after graduation.

Considering the total number of respondents who had done both indie
vidual and group research in school, 58 per cent had engaged in further re.
search; L0 per cent had not., Therefore, it is sesn that research is quite
iprevalant in the social work positions chosen after graduation.




TABLE XXIV

TYPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH CORRELATED
WITH OPINIONS ON CONTINUATION
OF RESEARCH REQUIREMENT

”

fm-m——-—m-—u-m—w

A * Opinions
8chool Total
research
Continue Discontinue | Qualified No
requirement | requirement | response regponse

Individual 98 16 h L 122
Group 13 13
No response 3 | 2 5
Total 10k 16 4 6 140

It is noted in the above table that eighty-nine per cent of the 122
respondents who were involved with the individual type of school research were
of the opinion that the schools of social work should retain the ressarch re-
quirement as part of their curriculum. Thirteen per cent of this group thought
that the requiremsnt should be discontinued. The total number of respondents
who had done group projects were in accordance with the opinions expressed by
the majority.

Eighty-one per cent of all the respondents felt that the research
regquirement should be continued by the schools of social workj 1l per cent wers
not in favoer of this. 4
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TABLE XXV

TYPE OF SCHOOL RESEARCH CORRELATED
WITH OPINIONS ON MORE BENEFICIAL
TYPE OF RESEARCH

Individual Group Qualified No
thesis project | Either | response response
Individual k2 39 19 12 10 122
Group 2 6 2 3 13
No response 1 3 1 5
Total il L6 a 18 11 o

Those who had been involved with individual theses while in scheol
congidered the latter as the mors beneficial type of research, Thirty-four per
cent were of this opinion, while another 32 per cent believed the group project
to be more beneficial, Sixteen per cent felt that either type was valuable,
The majority choice made by those who handled group projects in school was the
group prejeét. Their second preference was the individuasl thesia,

Forty-six respondents, a cowbination of those who had done both types
of school research, considered the group project to be more beneficial. Forty-
four respondents of the sams combination felt that the Mdiﬂdual thesis
P:rovad to be more beneficial,

Thus it is seen that the group project was the choice of the largest
ppunber of respondents even though they had engaged in individual research while
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4n schools

-

TABLE XXVI

NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS ENGAGED IN POST-GRAIUATE
RESEARCH CORRELATED WITH OPINIONS
ON CONTINUATION OF RESEARCH

53

Opinions on the continuation of the school ressarch requirement were
sought from those respondents who had done research after graduation.

REQUIREMENT
Opinions
Responses Total
Continue Discontinue | Qualified ¥o
requirement | requirement | response response

Further
research 69 8 2 2 81
No further

research L3 7 2 N 56
Qualified
response 2 1l 3

Total 1L 16 L 6 140

contimied by the schools of social work.

by 77 per cent of those who had done no post-graduate research,

As previously mentioned in another chapter, eighty-one respondents of
the total number, 140, bad been engaged in further research since graduation.
Eighty-five per cent of this group felt that the research requirement should be
This same opinion was &lso expressed

Taking the total number of respondents into consideration, 81 per
cent believed the research requirement should be contimued; 1l per cent did not
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favor this, -
Those respondents who had engaged in research studies since gradua-
tion were asked to state their opinions regarding the more beneficial type of

research.

TABLE XXVII

NUMBER OF RESPORDENTS ENGAGED IN POST~GRADUATE
RESFARCH CORRELATED WITH OPINIONS ON
MORE BENEFICIAL TYPE OF RESEARCH

, Opinions
Responses Total
Individual Group Qualified No
thesis project | Either | response | response

Further , _
research 32 24 1n n 3 81
No further

research 12 21 9 6 8 56
Qualified

response 1l 1l 1l 3

Total Lk 46 21 18 11 1ho

It was also thought by LO per cent of the group who had engaged in
further research smince graduation that the individual thesis was the more hene=
ficial type of research, Thirty per cent of these psople considered the group
|project to be more profitable. Only 1k per cent felt that either type could
prove to be of benefit., The majority, 38 per cent, of those who had done no

further research chose the group project, whereas 21 per cent were in favor of

the individual thesis and 16 per cent considered both to be of benefit to the
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student depending upon various factors which were previously stated,

In review of the correlations presented in this chapter, it was seen
that whether the respondents worked on an individual thesis or a group project
in school, the majority were in full-time attendance during that period. Also,
these respondents found that they were able to complete either type of research
during their second year of graduate training while in full-time attendance.
The majority number of either group felt that the time required by the indie-
vidual thesis or the group project was a reasonable amount. A little less than
one=half of the group concerned with the individual thesis in school thought
that the time required by the research had no affect on their class and field
work, A little more than threewfourths of those who were involved with a group
project in school were of the same opinion., The majority of the individual
thesis group had been engaged in further research after graduation, but not so
for those who had indulged in group projects. Both types of school research
groups were in favor of continuing the research requirement by the schools of
social work, The group which had carried individual theses was somewhat divi-
ded as to the benefits of one type of research in contrast to the other, ale
though the individual thesis was most preferred. A few people considered
either type as beneficial, Those having done a group project thought the group
type of research to be the better. Actually the combined number of respondents
who had done both types of school research were most in favor of the group pro=-
Ject.

The majority of both those who had and had not engaged in further re-
search felt that the school research requirement should be continued., Those
who had engaged in further research considered the individual thesis to be more
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beneficial; next, the group project; and finally, either type of research. The

mﬂbcndenta who had not engaged in research studies since graduation thought
the group project should take the lead; then, the individusl thesis; and laste
1y, either type. However, when the responses of those who had done group re-
search in school were totaled with those who had done individual theses, the
group project was preferred by the majordty.




CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In order to obtain an over-all view of the entire study, this chap
ter presents in summary form the obtained information, the opimmns of the re-
spondents regarding this material, and concluding thoughts on the subject.

The various charsacteristics of the respondents revealed that the
majority, thirty-three people, were from the Midwestern area covering the
states of Illinois, Indiana, Iows, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, and
Wisconsin, All other geographic areas were well represented. The forty-thres
respondents between the ages of forﬁyvnnd forty~four years were the greatest
portion of the toiwal number, Both men and women toock part in the study, with
women cutnumbering men approximately three to one, Most of the respondents
held the position of caseworker. Those who had no previous social work expsri-
ence before entering a8 school of sccial work were in the majority. While in
|2chool, one hundred and fifteen respondents out of the total number of 140
specialised in the field of casework. Among the graduates of the years 1942 to
1947 chosen for the study, the year 1947 claimed the majority of thirty-two.

onsidering these various characteristics, therefore, the chosen group is seen
be a representative sample of the total population of social workers who
ve completed their professional training.

57.
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For* purposes of clarification, the responses obtained through the
study are divided into four catogori;u (1) past experiences with school re-
search, (2) present involvement with research studies, (3) contribution of
school research experience to the total formetion of the social worker, and
(L) opinions on the future cutlook for the continued requirement of school rew
search, | ,

Past Experiences with School Research--iccording to the responses the
following facts were obtaineds

(1) One hundred and twenty-two people, 87 per cent of the total mumber of
respondents, had done individual theses rather than group project work during
their graduate training,

(2) The majority, 66 per cent of the group, were able to complete their
research within the second year of training while carrying full-time schedules,
(3) Seventy~three per cent of the respondents felt that they had given
nelther too much nor too little, but rather a reasonable amount of time to the
research. Various couments were offered depending upon the quantity of time

required by the research,

(L4) Porty-eight per cent of the respondents thought that the time which
they devoted to the school research in no way affected their class and field
work. Their comments, however, expressed thoughts not only of their ability to
bhandle the research while in or out of school, but also the difficulties enw
countered becduse more time was required to complete the ressarch,

Present, Involvement with Research Studies--Within this category are
found the responses offered by those who are not only involved with ressarch

studies at present, but also those who have done research studies since
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graduation. Otheir responses revealed the following:

(1) Fifty-eight per cent of the total number had engaged in research stu
dies since greduation, some of which were in relation to their respective po-
sitions,

~ (2) The average number of studies done by each of these people was between
two and three, 7

(3) These studies were mainly the group type and agency requested rather
than the personally initiated individual study.

(L) Fifty-three per cent of the respondents felt that the previocus school
research experience had prepared them for further studies made, Some of the
comments offered expressed the feeling that the preparation could have been
more complete.

Contribution of School Research Experience to the Total Formation of
the Social WorkerIn answer tc this question, the majority, 53 per cent of the
group, considered the school research experience as having contributed in some
way to their total formation as social workers. They agreed upon the four conw
tributing factors which were presented to them, namely: (a) increased my
ability to be objective in attitude, (b) developed my reasoning power, (c) ine
creased ny ability to think with originality, and (d) developed my power of
acuurnéy»’ Other eontributing factors were also commented upon such as, the
self-discipline required by researchj the knowledge of research techniques;
and additional knowledge of agency function.

Opinions on the Future Outlook for the Continued Requirement of

School Research--The responses on this topic produced the following points of
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informations -

(1) Eightyeone per cent of the group thought it advisable for the séhoola
of social work to continmue this requirement. Their comments, however, conveyed
the opinion that the research should be a lesser project, and one which would
ald the student in his practice.

(2) The individual thesis was chosen as being more beneficial than the
group project by 32 per cent of the respondente; 2L per cent favored the group
project; and the remainder considered both to be beneficial. Those who chose
the individual thesis commented that it gave the student both working knowledge
of the complete research method and freedom of personal expression in composi-
tion which are only partially fulfilled in the group project, Comments by
those who chose the latter conveyed the thought that the group project required
less of the student's time, but offered him sufficient knowledge of the re.

%mch methods

It would seem, therefore, from the facts and opinions obtained that

e aéhool research experience with all its joys and sorrows is not something
be considered as an unimportant part of the social worker's training.

There 1s one bitter note which has sounded repeatedly in the various
pouments offered and that has to do with the excess amount of time required by
the school research., Suggestions for the solution of this problem were offered
py the respondents. They felt that the research could be substituted by taking
Rdditional hours of class or field work, or through better scheduling of time
htheut meking a substitution, If the problem could not be solved in this nmane

er, perhaps the research experience could be modified to some extent whereby

e student would still be taught the fundamentals of research.
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The’ social worker will in all likelihood be asked to do a research
study in relation to his agency setting. It was shown that the group project
was most frequently used in agency studies in contrast to the prevalence of
the individual type of school research done by the majority. In addition to
this, both the respondents who had engaged in further research afier gradua-
tion and those who had not done so chose the group project as being the more
beneficial type of ressarch. Therefore, it would appear that the schools of
social work would be training their students more efficiently if they were to
acquaint them with group projeet research rather than the individual thesis.
There were various comments made, however, wherein the respcndents expressed
their thoughts on the benefits of the individual thesis,

Many of the responses advocated the necessity of choosing ressarch
topics which are relailve to the student's program. Théreby, the student
would not only be taught the fundamentals of research, but would also acquire
additional knowledge of his chosen field,
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APPENDIX I

QUESTIONNAIRE USED IN THE STUDY

1. Age Sex M F

2« Your position now

3. No. of years experience in Social Work before training in school
h. Year of graduation from School of Social Work

5. Field of specialization while in school
(e.g., casework, group work, etc,)

6. What kind of a research experience did you have in school?
Individual thesis___ Group project

7. Wiere you in full-time attendance (full course load and field work) while doing
the research? Yes No__

8+ If you were, when did you finish the research?
Within the second year _  After this period

9. How much time did you give to the research study?
Very little___ Reasonable amount  Too much

Comments:

h

i

10. How do you think the time spent on the research affected your class and field
work? Helped _  Hindered No affect

Comments:

1l. Since graduation, have you engaged in a research study of any kind?
Yes  How many? _ No___

Comments:

12, If you have, what type was it? (Check more than one) Individual
Group Agency requested _ Personally initiated _

13, In your opinion, did the school research experience help you in these studies?
Yes No

: 14, If you have not done any further studies, do you think the research experience
i in school contributed to your total formation as a social worker?
‘ Yes No

How?

Increased my ability to be objective in attitude -=-==---- Yes _ No_ _

Developed my regsoning power Yes No___
\ Increased my ability to think with originality ---e~———--- Yes  No___
3\ Developed my power of accuracy --- Yes ~ No___

No benefit : Yes ~ No___

Other - -——Yes_ _ No___
/ Comments:

15 Do you think the schools of social work should continue to require a research
experience for a Master's degree? Yes No

16. If so, which do you think would be more beneficial? Individual thesis
Group project

Commentss:




APPENDIX IX

LETTER WHICH ACCOMPANIED
EACH QUESTIONMAIRE

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
Lewis Towers, 820 N. Michigan Avenue
Chicago 11, Illinois

MEMDO
Tos Graduates of Schools of Social Work
From: Miss Jeanine Deka
Student, School of Social Work
Loyola University, Chicago
Subject: Questionnaire Regarding Your Opinions on Research

number of graduates listed in the AASW Directory, is attempt to

The enclosed questionnaire, which is being sent Jto a selected
get an answer to the following question:

“"How Do Graduate Social Workers Look Back Upon the Research

Requirement For a Master's Degree in Social Work?"

A word about me, I am a second-year student at the School of
Social Work at Loyola University in Chicago, This study is my thesis,
I understand that all Schools of Social Work are- interested in re=
gvaluating their research programs., My study may contribute a mite
toward this,.

Would you be willing to help me in this pilot study? Your re-
sponses will be kept confidential of course; you will notice that no
identifying information is contained in the questionnaire. Time is
one of the important elements for the completion of this study, so
could I have your answers to the above question immediately?

Sincerely yours,
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