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CHAPTER X
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study iz to analysze the inter<persomal relatio
ship of twenty-four foster fathers to their foster children. The mesmning of
sinter-personsl relationaip® will be explained below under the sub~head
*method.”

This study of the relationship of foster fathers was done begausge
we have less information sbout foster fathers than abeut foster mothers.
%efmtamriteam&mbyma absence in many of the regords that
were mas.aa.w *The heme generally reflects the charester of the man, whose
tesperament often affects the whole situstion.*! Thus, the writer is
attempting to discover what affect the foster father has on the foster child,

The foster father ususlly has a more Aiffieult job than the natural
father. 7This is beesuse of the child's earlier axperienves, the greater and
more intense needs and the limitstions of the child's present eiroumstences.

" The sourees of this study are the foster home ease records of the
Home Finding Department of the Children's Division of the Chicagoe Welfare
Department.,

-

1 Willism Healy, Reconstructing Behavior im Youth, New York, 1938,
ppe 1hk-hs.

2 Bybil Foster, The Mental H m% lications in Sgbstitute

L acanad

Payental Care, Mental Hyglene, « XX sy 1930, pPp. T
1
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The following criteris were established for the choosing of the case

pecords for this study:

The child must have been in the foster home for at least one
calendsr year., This criteria was established, because a year
secmed to be the mindmal time in whieh the relationship of

the foster father with the child could become apparent,

Only ome foster child mmet have been present in the home, This
would make the relationship of the foster fathsr to the foster
¢hild uncomplicated with relationships to other foster
¢hildren.

The child wast not have been known to the foster paremts before
plaemt;.‘ . |

Prior to 1949, the foster parents had no foster children from
this or any other agency.

These oriteria were aspplied to the 109 foster homes which were
lieensed during 19L9 and were still active diring December, 1951, These 109
foster homes were chosen as & bsse because 1949 was the earliest year for
which card files were avallable and complete.

Of these 109 homes, twenty-six met the oriteria. Two of these,
hovever, did net contain sufficient information about foster fathers for the
purposes of this study.

Method: After the twenty-four cases were chosen, the attached
schedule (see copy in the Appendix) was used as the tool for gathering the
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The data thus gathered were organized to answer two questions:

1) How good was the relationship between the foster father and the foster

¢hild? 2) Is there a correlation between the quality of the father-child

pelationship and some of the face-sheet items?
The method of answering the first of these questions is as follows:

1) Seven qualities of 2 good relationship were postulated, They ares

a) Manifestation of affection ‘

b) Understanding

¢) Time with child

d) Falr discipline

@) No preference to own children

£) Outings with both foster parents

g) Child accepted as an own child
2) The records were searched for every indication of each of these gualities.
3) If there was evidence in the record that the relationship had this maal:!.tyq

_ & positive mark was given, If there was evidence ‘bﬁat. the relationship
lacked this quality, & negative mark was given.

L) If three or more qualities of the relationship received positive marks,
that case was placed in Oroup A. If two or one qualities received
positive marks, that case was placed in Group B. GOroup C consisted of
those cases which contained no positive marks and at least one negative
mark,

It was necessary to learn about the quality of the relationahip in
order to differentiate into separate groups those foster fathers having




A
different kinds and different degrees of relatjonships with the children.

The method of answering the gecond of these questions is to
correlate Groups A, B and C with

1) the education of the fathers

2) the races of the fathers

3) thelr ages at the time of application

L) the ages of the foster children at the time of placement

5) the age differences of father and child

6) the number of natural children in the foster home

7) the quality of the childhood of the foster father.

By eorrelating the quality of the relationship and some of the face-
sheet it@, the writer ig attempting to find out if these face-sheet items
explain, partially at least, the quality of the relationship in Croups 4, B
and C. If so, the face sheet items of future cases might indicate into which

group & case would fall,




CHAPTER II
THE QUALITY OF THE RELATIONSHIP

The purpose of this chapter is to determine the kind of relationship
that existed between the twenty-four new foster fathers and their foster
children.

Pirst, the findings are presented in Table I. For each of the
twenty-four cases, positive or negative marks are given in the eclumns
representing the seven mamifestations of a good relationship. The cases are
placed into t!wee»groupa, as explained in the Introduction of this thesis.

Second, the evidence for this table is presented. Direct excarpts
from the case record are given to substantiate the writer's decision to give
the positive and negative marks. The excerpts follow the pattern of the
table. That is, excerpts are given for the cases in Group A for the first
quality of a good relationship, for the second up to the seventh inclusively.
Then, the excerpts for Group B and C are given in the same manner.

Table I cammot be considered as absolutely accurate since many
comments concerning the relationship may not have been mentioned to the worker
or were omitted from the case recording,

Another fact which must be considered is that Table I is based on
twenty-four foster homes which were astive from 1949 to 1951 and in which a

5




—
6

3

foster child remained for at least one year, .‘rhns, it can be assumed that
the caseworkers found these homes to contain more positive qualities than
nomes which became inactive before the two year period had elapsed amd than
homes in which a child had been removed before a year's period of time had
elapsed.

These considerations definitely modify the validity of this study.
However, since the only possible source of information was the caseworker's
recording in the case history, the writer had to remain within this source and
present what 1s found there.

Table I shows that ten cases in Group A gave from three to six
positive qualities of & relationship. The ten c¢ases in Group B gave one or
two positive qualities and in CGroup C were found four cases giving one to
four negative gualities.

The most frequently found positive qualities in all three groups
were the quality of acceptance (g) found in fifteen ceses, the quality of
time spent with the child (c) found in twelve cases, the quality of having
outings (f) found in eight cases, and understanding (b) found in seven cases.

The least frequently found positive qualities were fair discipline

(d), no preference to own children (e), and affection (a).




TABLE I

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FOSTER FATHERS

AND THEIR FOSTER CHILDREN
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In erder to explain and substantiate the various positive and
negative signs for each case, quotations will now be glven from these case
records which illustrate the various manifestations of the relationships with
the foster childrem:

GROUP A
EXCERPTS FROM CASE REGORDS OF THE MOST-POSITIVE GROUP
Signs of Affection
Case 1t The foster parents have been giving [hep] more material needs
than she actually requires and they seem to be fulfilling her needs for

love and affection. , . « [The foster child] is very fond of the foster
father, andhe pays much attention to her when he comes home from work,

Case Lt [The foster child) appears to be more fond of Mr. C. Mr. C. is
rather mature young man who enjoys giving [him) companionship. He
definitely is the strong factor in the household, . « . Worker has the
impression that possibly Mr. C. is closer to the foster c¢hild than is
Mrs. C., as he speems t0 be a warmer individual and more relaxed. « + «
The foster parents seem to be really quite attached to [the foster child] i
Mr. C.in mcﬂlwﬁ

Case 51 [The foster childlis an extremely affectionate 1ittle child, and
Mr. Z. seems to need this response. . . « Mr. Z. impresses worker as a
person who needs a tremendous amount of affection and approval. He loves
to play with [fhe foster ehild] and she is very much attached to him,
¥rs. Z. is also very fond of [her) but thinks that shewuld be far
better able to give the child up if negessary than would her husband,

Case 61 My. R, especially seems to enjoy the child a grest deal and
since he begins work at 1130 P.M., he spends a grect desl of time with
the child in the morning. He usually teaches the child dfferent tricks
such as whistling, throwing a kite, ete. The foster child seems wvery
attached to him, and whenever Mr. R, went into the room, would always go
to him and pick him up.

Cese 7t Mr. P, has an easy, accepting manner with fthe foster child]. . .
There is much affection shown for each other,

Case 93 The foster father shares in the responsibility of his care. . .
The foster parents continue to be affectionate and are becoming very
attached to this child.
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GROUP A

signs of Undergtanding

Case 22 VWhen [the foster etﬁld] one day showed the worker how he could
ride the horse back, Mr. M. turned to the worker and said that [the
foster child] was just sbout the best rider he has seen.

Case 33 Mr. G. 18 definitely the dominant person in the household and he
appears to have a great deal of understanding im his handling of the
child and instructions which he gives to the foster mother.

Case 6: Mr. R. appeared more relaxed and secure in his attitude toward
the child, and since he shares in caring for the child, he may emtmtﬂ
some of the anxiousness displayed by Mrs. R.

Case 7t In recent contacts with Mr. P., the foster father has displayed
fesling and understanding toward [the fosfer child] . Mr. P. recalls
incidents in his own boyhood which remind him of [the foster child's]
activities, He recognized & child's need to daydream and have & caref
play. The attitude . . . is not umrealistic because Mr. P. expects

[the foster child] to play with other children fairly and competitively.

Case 8: Mr. and Mrs. M., are interested foster parents and are helping
him accept his new home as & permanent foster home at this time. These
people are firm in their manner yet are sympathetic with[him].

Case 10: Mr. T. also spends time with the child and will t ake him for
a short ride, and also has been atiempting to teach him to stand up
for his owm rights. He has been holding short boxing sessiona with
him in the evening.

GROUP A

Foster Father Giving Time to the Foster Child

Case 1: [The foster child] is very fond of the foster father, and he
pays much attention to her when he comes home from work.

Cage 2¢ Mr. M. has been very friendly with the boys. During the winter
he took them sledding, skating, etc.

Case 31 The foster father takes a very active interest in [the foster
child] and takes him out on a mmber of occssions in the evening when he
returns from work.

Case I [?ha foster ehilcﬂ appears to be more fond of Mr, C, Mr. C. is
a rather mature young man who enjoys giving [him| cempanionship,




Negative and Positive 8igns of Discipline
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Case 5: Mr, Z. impresses worker as & person who needs a tremendous
amount of affection and approval. He loves to play with [the foster
child] and she is very much attached to him.

Case 6 Mr. R., especially, seems to enjoy the child a great deal and
since he begins work at 1:30 P.M., he spends a great deal of time with

the child in the morning.

Case 71 Mr. P. is awey at night which does not give him much time with
the children during school days. He iz at home on week-ends and during
school vacation which gives him plenty of time with the children.

Case 8: Mr. M., is a very jovial person and has really been a father to
[the foster child) Mr. M. takes time cut to play games with [him] and
to teach him how to climb, pick berries, judge which snakes are harmful
and vhich are harmless and explains the various insects to [him] who is
interested.,

Case 9t The foster father shares in the responsibility of his care, as
he [is] home during the day and does not leave for work until late
afternoon.

Cese 10: Mr. T. also spends time with the child and will take him for
a short ride, snd also has been attempting to teach him to stsnd up for
his own rights. He has been holding short boxing sessions with him in
the evening.

GROUP A

ogter Fathers Who Show no Preference to Own Children

Case L: (negative) [irs. C,) does most of the disciplining by deprivati
and complains because Mr. C. will sometimes give in to [(him[. She tells
him they must work together, but he finds it hard to resist the child.

Case 5: (negative) . . . Mr. Z. is completely unable to discipline the
children and camot bear to spank them. This is very likely because he
cannot take my hostility from them.

Case 731 (positive) Both parents discipline in a rather abrupt impartial
manner. They do not think spankings are effective but would spank a
child if it wes necessary. Mr. and Mrs. P. show understanding of [the
foster child's ] needs.

GROUP A

Case 2: Mr. M, is exceptionally fond of [the Mﬂ_mh__




Outings with Foster Parents
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that he has been more like his own son than [ane of his soas].

Case 5t (negative) [The foster child] is sccepted in this family as if
she had been born into it, and in fact, ¥r. 2. seems almost more attached
to her than to his own paturael daughters . . . he is unable to share the
child with anyone outside his family.

Case 7t Mr. P. has related with pride the attitude of admiration
displayed by the natursl children toward [the foster child]. Family
relatives are quite fond of [the foster child] and the foster father has
made an effort to see that [he] is accepted as any other ¢hild and not
over-indulged. .

Case 10s (negative) [The foster mother] is extremely attached to [the
foster child]) as is her husband and in fact they have shown the child
favoritism over their own child . . . whose nature is not as sweet and
. appealing as [the foster child's] .

GROUP A

Signs of Child Being Accepted as an Own Child

Case 21 [The foster child] is included in all social events of the family
and since they are farm people they enjoy a lot of outdoor life.

Case 31 The foster father takes a very active interest in [the foster
child ] and takes him out on a mumber of occasions in the evening when he
returns from work. ‘

Case 8t The foster family always include [him] when they go on family
outings and picrdes.

Cage 9 [The foster ehild] is included in family plans « . »
CROUP A

Case 13 They do so want to adopt her but they understand that at the
present time it is an impossibility . . »

Case 21 Mr. M. is exceptiomally fond of [the foster child] and feels thad
he has been more like his own son than [one of his sons] .

Case Lt [The foster child) has certainly adopted this home as his own
and the Ct's are still eager to adopt him.

Case 53 [The foster child]is accepted in this family as if she had been
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born into it, and in fact, Mr. Z. seems slmost more attached to her
than to his own natural daughters. . . » Mrs. Z, is also very fond of
[her] but thinks that she would be far better able to give up the child
if necessary than would her husband,

Case 7t 'The P's ere uncertain in their feeling toward |the foster
child's mothex]. They would like for [the foster child] to remain in
their home and speak in terms of him graduating from high School. [The
child] end Mr. P. have been plamning to build a garage which wounld be
large enough for [the foster child's] car when he gets clder.

Case 8: A1l of the members in the M. household are happy to have [the
foster child] with them . . .

Case 10: CThe foster chilcﬂ is completely accepted as part of the
foster family and worker has felt that he may even be shown some preferenie
Both foster parents have been very understanding and sympathetic in
working with him and they do mot press him or set standards for him to
' meet.

Following will be excerpts from the case records of Group B which
is comprised of those cases which are semi-positive, or have less positive
menifestations as a group than Group A.

GROUP B

Signs of Understanding

Case 193 Also Ebhe foster chd] appears very proud of Mr. A., wanting
to tate the things that he does. Mr, A, laid his belt on the table
and [the foster child] took his belt off too. [He| watches Mr. A.
oarticularly at the table, imitating many things that he does. . . .

-] calls Mr. and Mrs. A. mother and father, and also has had no
difficulty with eating or sleeping, although he had previocusly refused
to eat while in amother foster home.

GROUP B
EXCERPTS FROM THE CASE RECORDS OF THE SOME-POSITIVE GROUP
Foster Fathers Giving Time to the Foster Child

Case 121 [The foster child] especially looks forward to the time when
the foster father comes home from work or the time that he spends with
{him) on Sunday.
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Case 201 Mr, L. gets a great deal of enjoyment in playing with [him] in
the evening before the child is put to bed.

GROUP B

outings with Foster Parents

Case lis The foster parents include Emﬂ in all their plans and the
foster father is continmuously bringing him new toys.

Case 15¢ She is included in all of the plans of the family's and the
C's own children accept [her] as their own sister.

Case 17t They have bought [the foster child/ mmerous toys of an
expensive nature, a suit of clothes and have taken him on a vacation--
his first train trip « « »

Case 181 [The foster child]is included in all of the plans made by
the family . + «

GROUP B
Signs of Child Being Accepted as an Own Child

Case 1l: Ehe foster c¢hild 1«3 receiving complete acceptance in the
foster_h as an own child. It has been indicated on several occasions
that (she/ is quite well integrated, and is accepted by not only the
foster parents, but the other children, as well.

Case 13t The worker feels that Ehe foster ehildj i3 a well accepted
‘part of this foster family. The foster parents themselves, particularly
the foster father, is a warm outgoing person.

Case 1l E.l’ha foster chilcﬂ is considered part of the foster family.
Both foster parents give him abundant love . . .

Case 15: Mr. and Mrs. C. have certainly acted as they have accepted
[the foster child] as their own child.

Case 163 [Tha foster chil_cﬂ happens to be just the type of child that
the L's wanted so far as physical appearance is concerned and also so
far as availability for adoption is concerned. [/She/ resembles the
foster father closely in physical appearance and her parents are interested
in having her adopted,

Cage 1Tt . . « he is given the love and affection of an own child.
Case 18; Ei’he foster chil_g seems to be an accepted member of the family
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and is getting slong quite well.
Capse 19 The Ats state t they would be very much interested in
adopting [the foster child] should 4t become possible for them to do
80

The following excerpts ere from the case records of Group C, or the

negative group. In this group, there are only negative menifestations shown,

while in the other two groups there were either only positive manifestations

shown or mostly positive manifestations.

1a¢k

CGROUP C
TXCERFTS FROM CASE RECORIE OF THR NEGATIVE GROUP
of Signs of Affection

tack

Case 221 . . . [the foster ehild] pays litile attention to the other
nmembers of the family, oven refusing to go near them and receive any
attention from them. They also in return sesm to ignore her.

Case 2bt  Mr., O. does not seem to have much to do with [the foster child)
as he believes that bringing up children is entirely a woman's job,

Mr., Cts only contact seems to be in the role of disciplinarian, snd
worker has heard him spesk very crossly to the children playing in front
of his home, He has impressed worker as being a rather surly dispogition
and not & comfortable person to be with. Just what his effect on élm
foster child] 4s the worker does not know.

GROUP C
of Signe of Understanding

Csge 211 Mr. J. i3 a very self-sufficient, capable, successful business
man, and worker recognises that he expects not only the foster chdld,
t the foater mother, to conform to his whims, wishes and desires ., . ,
the foster child] is in need of a father person but is unable to feel
secure with this foster fathers worker has recogmized that [he]shows a
great deal of respect towsrd this foster father, yet is very fearful of
him, and is somewhat tense in his mresence,

Case 22y Mra. A. sesms to understend very little in regard to treining
this child and worker guestions the adequacy of this foster home, as
[Ete foster child] pays 1ittle atteniion to the other members of the
family, even refusing to go near them . . . they slso in return seem to
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ignore her.
Case 2Lt Worker wondered seriously sbout Mr. O's affection for {‘the
foster childl. . . . He acted extremely irritated and made remarks
about the burden of foster children in general. . .
GROUP C©

Foster Fathers not Giving Time to the Foster Child

Case 223 . . . [the foster child] pays 1ittle attention to the other
members of the family . . . they also in return seem to ignore her.

Case 23t Mr. G. has very little to do with the family since he is
away nights and sleeps most of the day. He leaves much of the care of
the children to his wife and simply has become a money provider for the
material needs of the family.

Case 2i: Mr. O. does not seem to have much to do with [the foster chilg]
as he believes that bringing up children is entirely a woman's job.

GROUP C

Negative Signs of Discipline

Case 2h: Mr. O's only contact seems to be in the role of disciplinarien,
and worker has heard him speak very crossly to the children playing in
front of his home. He has impressed worker as being of rather surly
dispogition and not a comfortable person to be with,

GROUP C
Signs of Preference to Own Children

Case 23: Since [the foster hild'a placement it is felt that the G's
have differentiated between [her] as a foster child and their own
children, in the area of treatment . . . she is not allowed the freedonm
that Mrs. G's oldest daughter . . . is allowed regarding the neighborhood
children . . « Mrs, G. rationaslizes this on the basis that the neighbor-
hood is prejudiced against foster children . . .

GROUP C
Signs of Foster Child not Being Accepted as Own Child

Cage 22 . + » [the foster ehilgﬂ pays little attention to the other
members of the family, even refusing to go near them and receive any
attention from them. They aleo in return seem to ignore her,
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SUMMARY

As can be seen from the previous excerpts from all three groups,
there have been many repetitions. This was done when one excerpt seemed to
be indicative of more than one manifestation of a relationship.

From twenty-four case records quotations were obtained concerning
the quality of the relationship between the new foster fathers and the foster
children.

These twenty-four cases were divided into three groups which
contained most-positive, some-positive, and negative qualities of a relation-
ship is listed on Table I. .

According to Table I and the evidence given, the positive qualities
found most often in all three groups were those of acceptance, time spent,
having outings, and understanding. The positive qualities which were found
least often were those of fair discipline, no preference to own children and
affection.

The first question of this study was: How good was the relationship
between the foster father and the foster child? This question was answered
in Chapter II.

In Chapter III the second question is to be answered. Is there a
correlation between the quality of the father-child relationship and some of

the fage-sheet 1tems?




CHAPTER III

CORRELATION BETWEEN RELATIONSHIP
AND SOME FACE-SHEET ITEMS

From the schedule, a sample of which is in the Appendix, certain
factual information was obtained about these twenty-four new foster fathers.,

The purpose of this chapter is to choose a mumber of items which
appear to be significant to explain why a father had a good relationship or
not with his foster c¢hild.

The content of Table I is to be correlsted with certain face sheet
items. This is done in order to determine if the cases which have already
been separated into Groups A, B and C have face-sheet items which are sgimilar,
or which also show & differentiation between the groups.

The items for correlation were chosen because they were easily
obtainable from the case records and because they appesred to have some
significant bearing upon the father-child relationship.

The following items for correlation were selceted:

Table II: Education of the Foster Father

Table JII: Races of the Foster Fsthers

Table IV: Ages of the Fathers at Application

Table Vi Ages of Foster Children at Placement

17
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Teble VI: Age Difference

Table VII: Number of NHatursl Children in the Home

Table VIII:+ Cuality of the Childhood of the Foster Father

Following is Table II which gives the mmmber of years of education
nad by the twenty-four foster fathers. There was no information obtained
ghout three of the foster fathers.

According to Table IXI, seven foster fathers had not completed
their grammar s;slwol educations. Ava F. Collingwood wrote that Conmnecticut
4s the only state in which graduation from grammar school is required of
foster parents. "dhere children of all ages, conditions, nationslities must
be csred for the educational level goss down to the seventh or eighth grade,"l
Collingwood also gtated that "Some of the sraller agencles with a more
selcetive intake estimate the average educational level to be first or second
year high school. n2

In Group A, the most-positive group, there is information available
about eight of ten foster fathers. Of these eight, two had less than a
grammar school education, one had more than grammar school, but less than a
high-school education, and five had a completed high school education. Thus,
we find that more than half about whom information was available had completed

twelve or more years of schooling.

1 Ava F. Collingwood, A Study of Group Education for Foster Parents,
Few York, 1939, Bulletin of Child Welfare Lesgue of America, pp. 5-T7.

2 Ibido, Pe To




TABLE II

YEARS OF EDUCATIOR OF TWENTY-FOUR FCSTFR FATHERS

GROUP A
Case Xo.

less than 8

8 yrs.

More than 8
and less than
12 yrs.
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12?1"0

and less than

More than 12
16 yrs.

=

16 yrs.

No
Information
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In Group B, there was information about nine of ten fathers. Of
these nine men, four had not completed grammar schooling, one had a grammar
school education, two had not completed high school, and two had some years
of college training. Thus, from these nine fathers, only two had completed
twelve or more years of schooling.

In Group C, or the negative group, information was available about
all four men. Here was found a wide range. One had less than a grammar
school education, one had eight years, one less than 12 years, and one had
completed a college education.

According to this very limited sample, and considering only the
factor of formal education it would seem that if 2 prospective foster father
had completed twelve or more years of schooling he would have a better chance
of being included in Group A than if he had less years of schooling.

Table III indicates the races of the foster fathers. Infermation
was available about all of them.

According to Table III, eight of ten men in Group A were white.

In Group B, three of ten men were white, and in Group C, one of four men were
white. Group A also had the highest percentage of men who had completed
twelve or more years of schooling. In Group B also the white foster fathers
had more schooling than did the Negro foster fathers.

Consequently, the racial factor alone cannot be considered
significant if separated from the educational factor,
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TABLE III
RACES OF TWENTY-FOUR FOSTER FATHERS
GROUP A WHITE NIGRO
- Case No.
1 x
2 x
3 x
kL x
5 x
6 x
7 x
8 x
9 x
10 x
GROUF B
11 x
12 x
13 x
i :
x
: x
x
19 x
20 x
Y
GROUP €
2 x
22 x
23 %
2k x

Following is Table IV, which lists the ages of the foster fathers
when their applications were sccepted in 1949. This table was constructed to
determine if the age of the father has significant bearing upon his relation-

ship with the foster child.




TABLE IV
AGCES OF TWENTY-FOUR FOSTER FATHERS WHEN THEIR
APPLICATIONS WERE ACCEPTED IN 1549

== el — ==
GROUP A Case No. |21 ~30 31 ~b0 | L1-50 |50~ 60 El-?o
1 x
2 x
3 x
4 x
s x
6 x
7 x
8 x
9 x
10 x
“GROUP B 11 x
12 x
13 x
b 11 x
15 x
16 x
17 x
18 x
19 4
20 x
T GROUP © -2} x
22 x
23 x
2L x

In Oroup A of Table IV is found one father thirty years or less in
age, six who were between thirty-one and forty years, two who were between
forty-one and fifty years, aad one foster father who was between sixty-one and|

gseventy years of age.
In Group B were found three men who were forty years or less, four
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men who were between forty-one and fifty years and three men between fifty-
one and sixty years.

In Group C, there was one man less than forty years, two men between
forty-one and fifty years sndone man between fifty-one and sixty years of age.

In} Gi'cup A, therefore, seventy per cent of the foater fathers wers
forty years or less in age, In Group B, thirty per cent of the foster fathers
were forty years or less in age. In Group C, which consists of only four
men, twenty-five per cent or only one man, was forty years or less in age,

Consequently, the fathers in Group A had a greater percentage of
men less than forty years of age than any other group.

Table V gives the ages of the foster children at the time of
placement. This table was devised to see if the #ge of the ehild had
significant bearing upon the quality of the relationship with the father.

According to Table V, sixteen of the twenty-four children who were
placed were less than six years of age. Also, six children were between six ang
ten years and two children were between the ages of eleven and fifteen years.

From Group A, seven of ten children were less than six years of
age. In Group B, eight of ten children were less than six years of age. In
Group C, one of four children was less than six years of age. There does
not seem to be a very significant differsnce in the age distribution of the
children in Groups A and B.




TABLE V
AQES OF THE FOSTER CHILDREN AT PLACEMENT

Legs than
GROUP A Case Mo, 1 year 1~-5yrs. | 6 - 10 yrs| 11 ~ 15 yrs.
1l x
2 x
i X
; x
g x
é x
T x
8 x
9 x
10 x
GROUP B 1T 3
12 x
13 x
1k x
h 11 x
16 x
17 x
18 x
19 x
20 x
GROUF © 71 X
22 x
23 x
24 x
TOTAL 2h L 12 é 2

Table VI, which follows, is really a resultant table from
Pables IV snd V. Table VI shows the age difference between each foater

father and his foster child.




TABLE VI

AGE DIFFERENCE BEIWEEN THE TWERTY-FOUR
FOSTER FATHERS AND FOSTER CHILDREN

Age span: 2460
Aversge ager 3L.3

Medians 32
~GROUF B

Age span: 32«51

Average age: L3.h

Median: LL
“TOROUF T

Age span: 32-L47
Average age:r 39.0
L7 Median: 38.85

BORN NOEHEHEBEME B o ounsw s

According to Table VI, the age span in Group A is greater than
that in Group B or C. However, one father of sixty years in Oroup A accounts
for this. The average age difference in Oroup A is 3L.3 years which is
considerably younger than the average age difference of }3.L years found in
Group B. The average age difference in Oroup C is 39.0 years.
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When considering foster home placangni, it is difficult to know
how important the age differences are between foster parents and their foster
children becm:se we rarcly know if the placement will be & temporary or a
permanent one,

If it is a temporary placement, the foster parent's age at placement
time is of the utmost importance. When considering adoption, or a long-time
placement, their age twenty years in the future is also very :l;wpor‘hant.B

Consequently, we might wonder about the fact that four foster
foitoirs, one in Oroup A and three in Group B, are fifty-one to sixty years
older than their foster children. Also, in Group A, one foster father is in
the range of forty-one to fifty years older than the foster child, while in
Group B there are three foster fathers in this latter age range.

Often we do not know how temporary 2 placement will be, It is
possible that other positive factors in the foster parents will diminish the
importance of such an age difference.

During the foster home studies of these twenty-four foster fathers
there were questions asked of them by the workers concerning their own
childhoods and parental relationships, What did the foster fathers, themselves,
think sbout thedir backgrounds? Is it possible that some of these men might
have felt hesitant or defensive about giving such infommation to a case w rker
they had Just met? However, in Table VII, is listed information regarding
their childhoods. The question asked wasi did they consider their childhoods

3 The Placing of Children in Families, League of Nations, Advisory
Committee on Social Questions, Volume I, Geneva, Oct. 21, 1938, p. 53.




to have been unhappy, happy, or mixed.

This information may lead te an understanding of the ability of the

-

foster father to form a positive relationship to a foster child.

TABLE VII

CHILIHOOIS OF TWENTY-FOUR FOSTEZR FATHERS AS PERCEIVED BY THEM

21

—— e —— — ev——— v w
GROUP A Case No, Childhood
: /A
3 ¢
kL #
5 Yo info
6 0
7 0
8 ¥o info
9 0
10 /
GROUP B I 7
12 #
13 £0
T y
16 /
17 No info
18 4
19 £
20 4
22 /
23 £
2 #

F-Indicates a h&ppy chiTdhood
O--indicates an unhappy childhood
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Interestingly enough, all four of the foster fathers in the negative
group considered themselves to have had happy childnoods. In Group 4,
information was given about eight of the ten men. Of these ecight men, five
had happy childhoods and three had unhappy childhoods. In Group B,
infromation was given about nine of ten men. Of these nine fathers, seven
salid they had happy childhoods, one said he had an unhappy childhood and
one considered his childhood to have been both happy and unhappy.

It is poesible that those men who had unhsppy childhoods were
motivated to become foster fathers begause of their previocus experience
which they did not want the foster children to have. On the other hand, many
people believe that people who have had happy childhoods m,:how to give
happiness to their children, although all four of the foster fa{iham in the
negative group had happy childhoods.

Another possible motivation for becoming foster parents may have
been a lack of natural, or own, children still living in the home. There
may have been a wish for companionship becsuse of a feeling of loneliness for
children in the home, Table VIITI gives infomation about the mumber of
naturel children living in the foster home when the foster child was placed.

According to Table VIII, thirteen of twenty-four families had no
children of their own living in the home at the time of placement of a foster
chidld, This study, of course, excluded the homes where other foster children
were placed at the time when the one foster child wag placed. The writer
uses the wrds "own children® to include natural, adopted, and step-children.




TABLE VIII
NUMBER OF OWN CHILIREN IN HOME WHEN FOSTER CHILD WAS PLACED

GROUP A , Case No. No. of Children

OO O3 AL\ N -4
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In Group A, five of ten families had no chlldren of their own
living with them at time of placement. In Oroup B, seven of ten families
were without their own children in the home at the time of placement. In
Group C, one of four families had no children of their own living with them
at time of placement.

Of those families with own children, eight of eleven families had
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one or two children of their own in the home, . The remaining families had
three or five children of their own in the home at placement.

There does not seem to be any group significance between the quality
of a father-child relationship and the mumber of natural ehildren living in
the home.,

SUMMARY

To summarize Chapter III, the most significsnt items which seem to
correlate with a good relationship of a foster father with a foster child
ere those itemas of education and age difference. Foster fathers with twelve
or more years of schooling and who are around thirty-two years older than
-the foster chlldren seem to be more likely to have, according to this study
of twenty-four cases, a highly positive relationship with the foster child
although there were many exceptions to this generaliszation.

The other items presented in the chapter offered no significant
bearing on why some fathers were in Group A, B or C.




CHAFTER IV
CONCLUSTIONS ARD SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to analyze the relationshdp between
twenty-four new foster fathers and their foster children.

To facilitate this study, two principal questions were asked: 1)
How good was the relationship between the foster father and the foster child?
and 2) Is there a correlation between the quality of the father-child
relationship and some of the face-sheet items?

To answer these questions, the writer set forth seven qualities of
8 good relationship and the records were searched for these qualities. The
records searched were new foster homes, whose applications were submitted in
1949, still active in 1951, where only one foster child was in the home |
during one calendar year, and where the child had not been known to the
fonter pareuts before placement.

From the excerpts taken from the case records, Table I was formulated
which placed the fathers in three groups, depending upon the mumber of positivq
qualities found in the relationships.

Consequently, it was discovered that ten fathers in Group A had
three or more positive qualities in a relationship, ten fathers in Group B had
one or tw positive qualities and four fathers in Group C had only negative
qualities of a relationship.

N




22

Then a 1ist of face sheet items was selected for correlztlion.

As far as education is concermed, it was found that from the in-
formation available more than half of the men in Group A had comnleted twelve
or more years of schooling while two of nine men in Group B had completed
this smount of schooling, and in Group C one of four men had this schooling,
It seemed, therefore, although there were exceptions and information was
not given about all of the men, that the highest percentage of high school
graduates was found in Group A, High school education seems to be assoclated

n good father-child relationship.

Although the highest percentage of white men were in Group A, this
fact might be caused by the educational factor mentioned previously. That is,
the significance between Group A and B would not be racial but educational and
we cannot forget that Negro peoplc have not had the educatiomal or economic
opportunities that white people have had.

As far as the ages of the foster fathers is concerned, there was a
wide deviation. According to thelr ages when thelr applications were
accepted in 1949, seventy per cent of the men in Group A were forty yesrs or
leas in age. In Group B, thirty per cent were forty years or less in age and
in Group C one of four men was in this age group.

The ages of the foster children at times of placement ranged from
infancy to fifteen years. Fyrom Oroup A, seven of ten children were less than
gix years of age. In Group B, eight of ten children were less than six years
and in Group C, one of four children was of this age. The age distribution of
the children in Oroups A and B seemed to be quite similar.
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The age difference between the foster fathers and their foster
children was also considercd. The age span in Group 2 was greater than in thor
other two groups because one man in Group A was sixty years of age. However,
the average ape difference was 3.3 years in Group A, L3.L yeers in Group B, |
and 39.0 years in Croup C. It seems significant that the foster fathers in
Oroup A who had been able to establish such positive relationships with
their foster children were, as a whole, younger than those in Group B. Again,
we must pauss to remember that there were meny exceptions. For instance, in
Oroup A was found a foster father forty-two years older than the child and
another who was sixty years older than his foster child.

In regard to the childhood of the foster fathers, it is dubtful
that the records were adequate for evaluating the fact of a happy childhood,

The most significant factors which would explein why a father would
be in the most-positive group, or Croup A, are the factors of education and
age difference, although exceptions were found.
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I.

Schedule

Identifying Information

1.
L.
6.

Te

8.

9

10.

Hame 2. Race
Date of birth 5. Place o

Msrital and family status:

a. When married:
b. Children from this marriage:

3. Religion

Others in home

Date of birth Sex Occupation Iiving in home Relationship

¢ce. Years of previous marriage d.
e, Children from previous aget

How separated

Date of birth Sex Occupation ILiving in home

Foster fatherts educatiom
a. Years of grammar school
be. Years of high school

¢. Years of college
e, Other

Employmenrts
2. Present occupation

d.
f.

Il

Subject

Subject

b. Salary

¢. Years at present occupation

ds Previous occupations

Avocational Interests:

a. Church groups

be Other groups

¢. Hobbies

de Recreationsl

The foster father's family history:
a. Biblings:

Sex Ordinal Rank
35
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Identifying Informatioms (contimued)

bs His interpretation of his familial relationships:

¢. His previous and present physical health:

IT. Application Information:

1. Date of application 2. Application accepted

3. Dete of previous appﬁeaﬁnm
. Known to other agencies

5, Dates llcensed
6. Source of referral
7. Children applied fore

a. b. Sex e. Other specifications

sam———

n——

ee——

11 E

v*m

8. Children placed:

a, Date of birth b, Sex ¢. When placed d. Removed - why e. Latest there

9. Reason given on application for requesting children
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