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CHAPTFR 1
INTRODUCTION

This thesis is a study of all children who were five years of age or
over at the time they were placed in adoptive homes by the Lake County Dapa.rb-vk
ment of Publie Welfare, Gary, Indiana between the years of 1946=1951.

Adoptive placements for older children are considered problematic and
diffioult, "yet the children in this group make up a considerable part of those
aveilable for adoption®.l The records of specific children in this group who
ware placed by a publio agency were studied to determine what does take place
in an adoptive placement of an older child, Adoptive parents often state they
do not desirs an older child because they are too set in their ways and present
too many problems. This study was undertaken to determins just what problems
thege children did display after plecement and how, if at all, did these probe
lonms affeot. the placement,

To complete this study, it would not be possidle to present only the
jedoptive placement and the problems evidenced in placement, For that reason,
backgrownd history of the child is included and some idea of composition of the

child's natural family. In relation to this material, one chapter also deals

1 Helen W. Hallinan, "Who Are the Children Avallable for Adoption?®",
P.?ﬂm Cagework, XXXII, April, 1951, 164,
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jith the reasons for the childts removal from his natural home which eventually
terminated in an adoptive plasement. To conclude or supplememt this material
it is necessary to briefly digouss the adoptive parents end finally the status
of these placements,

The gtudy is composed of all children who were five years of age or
[more when they were placed in adoptive homes between 1946 and 1951 inclusive,
This ineludes only those placements made by the Lake Coumby Depertment of
heli‘are and does not consider any independent placements or relative adoptions.
This age group was used because the child of five is considered an
lolder ohild end hig placement is usually considered diffiocult.

It was stated above that this study included all ohildren who were

placed during this periods The total number of children placed was sixty-one,

owever, this study includes only fifty-six case records as five case records

prere not aveiladle,

To complete this study, three sources were used: the minutes of the
Adoption Committee meetings, the case record of the individual child, and the
fogter home study of ths adoptive parents.

The Committee is composed of all Supervisors, having responsibility

for placement, and the Adoption consultant, with the Division Head of the Gary

Placement Division serving as chair man, The worker carrying the cese under

onneidaration has temporary membership with the right to wote., The purpose of
[the Adoption Committee as stated in the Coumty Manual iss (1) to Getermine

phether a particular child should be placed for adoption and to decide upon

[the home into which the child should be placed; (2) to offer consultation to




any worker and supervisor on problems relating to edoption; (3) to evaluate
existing policiea and prboodures in an adoption and to make recommendations to
the Welfare Board when noceasarygz

There were warious reasons for writing this thesis, however, the
prineipal one was to view the adjustment of these particular children after
thelr placement in adoptive homes.

In addition to this one purpose, it is also hoped it may be of help
in fubure adoptive plscement., Furthermore, it may also contribute to selecting
future adoptive homes for children in this older age group and to the thinking
and plaming for the older child who is aveileble for adoption,

The Lake County Department of Public Welfare was officially estabe
lished April 6, 1936, ninsteen days after the Indiana State Welfare dgt had
been passed. Lake County includes a total population of epproximately three
hundred end seventye-five thousand people and Public Welfars services are exe
tended by the office in Gary, with distriet offices in Hemmond and Fast Chicagod
These two district offices handle all problems with the exception of Parole
[whieh is handled by the persomnel in Gery.

The original services offered by this department were: 0ld Age As~
sistancs, Ald to the Blind, Aid to Dependent Children, Child Welfare Services,

2 Policles and Procedures of Flacement Divigion, Lake County Departe
lnent of Public Welfere, November, 1947, 38, revised, 1953.




parolee Supervision, Crippled Childrens Services, and Hospitel committment to
Indiens University Medical Cemter,3
Currently, the Department is partially financing e County Mental
[Eyziene Clinic, offering medioal care to all recipients of Public Assistance,
Jand providing for local hospitalization of a limited group of individuals not
receiving another form of public assistance. These services are offered in
addition to those originelly given.
Ags the material for this thesis was obtained from the rescords in the
Placement Division, a fuller explanation of its services is given below,
The Child Welfare Division derives its origin from the Welfure Act
which states that,
The State Department shall administer or supervise all public Child Welfarq
Services.... Soms of these regponsibilities are carried out by the Chile
dren's Division of the State Department of Publioc Welfare while others,
notably to supervise the case of dependent and neglected children in fos~
ter family homes or institutionss especially ochildren placed for adoption
or those of illegitimate birth....are cerried out by the County Bepe.rtmaan
with the advice and under the supervision of the Children's Division. 4

The Child Welfare Services division is primarily a casework service
division. Some children are oared for through foster home placement, some
through placement in an institution, while a number are supervised in their owm
home, Adoptions are investigated and foster homes are examined for licemsing.
Eligibility for case work service in this division depends on the need for serw

vice and on the ability of the person in need to utilize such service,

3 Know Your Helfare Department, A Summry of Public Welfare together
qu:h an explanationof its Adminisiration in Lake “ounty, Indiana, for the three

year period 1949*1951. xvli.




.o

During the sixteen years the Departm%nt has been serving the publie,
an average of slightly over nine hundred children have received Child Welfare
services each month, During the three year period from 19491951, Child WQlfarT

gservices were extended to an average of 2305 youngsters each monthe’

5 Enow Your Nelfnre Department, 117.




CHAPTER 11
BACKGROUND HISTORY

In this chapter, the topics to be congidered ares +the natural femily
at the time the child was originally removed from the home; the total number of
children plased and thelr digtribution by raece, sex and age; and the physical
conditions and memtal capacities of these children who were later placed in
adoptive homes,
THE NATURAL FAMILY

It is to be remenbered that the references to the nstural family here
are made as it existed at the time of the original placements, not when adop‘biv&
homes were found. In meny instances the family's status had changed when adop=
tive placements were nade and information was not available about them at that
time, Also this chapter deals with the background of the ohild end it is of
value to see his family as it related to his eventual placement.
The total number of children in this study was f1ftye-six, however,
this inecluded several siblings from the same family. The perents were not cone
sidered as fiftye-six different sets, therefore, but as individuvals. There were
thirtyeeight mothers and fathers, This is the only place in the Thesis they
Twill be referred to in this mammer,

Fourtoen of these couples were married, however, of this number, nine
couples were separated, Only five couples were living together, and of these

6
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sive, three were living with their children, attempting to keep their home to=
gether. They were finding it impossible, however, and the children had to be
placede In two cases, a parent was hospitalized and the remaining parent found
i+ necessary to place the child in order to go to work. In another situstion,
the parents were together but they were of limited intelligence and too inade-
quete to plan for their children.

The remaining two sets of parents were together but not with their
children. One couplse deserted together and left the children alone and to thaix;
own devices. The remeining couple was serving a term on the Penal Farm and ox-
prossed a desire to remein together after their senbtence was fulfilled.

Seven couples had received legal divorces and completely dissolved
their merriage status, Pight of the parents had never married but from their
relations with one another had produced illegitimate children, The remaining
nine couples were widowed, four fathers were decenged, and five mothers were nof
living.

Twenty-nine parents were in the home, nine fathers and twenty mothers|
Twenty«-four parenfs had unknown whereabouts, agein the fathers were in the
majority with seventeen, and the mothers numbered geven. The remaining foure
teen had other wheresbouts whioch included prison, ingtitutions, out of state
regidence, and one father in the Army.

From the above information, it is evident that the majority of these
children came from homes broken either by separation or divorce, They were not
living with both parents and not subject to a normal home enviromment. This

material concurred with that of a Netional Survey which states that "adopted




children born in wedlock are mostly from broken hma“.l In the following chaps
ter the reasons for their being remcved from these situstions will be disoussodT
Agide from the parents involved in these situations, there were sibe
lings affected also in the majority of cases. In only eleven cases, was just
one child involved, the remaining forty-five concerned brothers end sisters.
Of the forty-five, removal of all the children at the some time occured in
thirby-ﬁv# cages. In the remaining ten ceses, the children were ramoved at
steggered times and/or in some instances all were not placed outside their own
hole ¢
For example, in a family of six children, the mother refused to bring
the youngest child into court and the Judge deoided to let her kesp the baby
but the others were ordered to be placed., In another situstion, the oldest
girl who was seventeen was left in the home to keep house for the father.
There was some hope that the father would provide for the absent members and
eventually they could bs retwrned to him but this did not materialize, WVhen
the worker on the case realized definitely that the father would never ade-
quately provide cars for the children, the father was requested to sign conw
sents for adoption so that some permenent plan could be made for the children
jwho had been removed from this home, He did so and plans were then initiated
to seek adoptive homes for the childrem. In other cases involving several
children the children were removed one at a time as soon as a home could be

fomd for them,

1 Adoption of ghildren, Children's Bureau Statistical Service, Fede
eral Security Agemocy, Childrem's Pureau, Washington, D.C., 1951, 3.




Briefly, therefore, the siblings of these fifty-six were discussed.
lor the fiftyesix discussed here, meny are brothers and sisters and will be ree
ferred to as such where necessary. Otherwise ecach child is considered en ine
dividusl cases Also, it should be remembered that other children of the same
family may have been placed in adoptive homes but sre not discussed here as
they did not come under this age group.

TOTAL CHILDREN PLACED
As stated in the beginning of the chapter, another topic to be dige

cussod is the distribution of the children placed according to age, sex, race

and legal status, The following Table on page ten illustrates this distribu-
L_\Oﬁn

Also as stated in the Introduction, there were sixty-one children

Elaoed but this study concerns only fifty-six as the working total, due to the
naccessibiliéy of five records.

In this six year period, thirty-one boys were placed in comparicon to

wonty-five girls, This is interesting in light of Holen Hallinan's comments
[n her erticle thats "adoption agencles are faced with nwrbers of older chile
dren, mostly boys. « « » Agencies for the most part are flexible in their re-
uirements for adopbtion for couples who are interested in older boys“.2 She
Endicates thet boys aro the hardest to place and fewer adoptive applicants rew

quest thom, This study showed, however, that more boys than girls were placed,

2 Hallinan, "Who Ars the Childrem Awailable for Adoption?™, Socisl
Rasework, YXXII, 163.
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TABLF 1

DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN IN STUDY
GROUP BY AGE, SEX, RACE
AND LEGAL STATUS

SEX RACE LEGAL STATUS

AGE VALE | FEMALF JWHITE | REGRO {LEG. |ILLEG.
5 thru 6 10 6 12 4 10 6
7 " 8 8 6 12 2 12 2
g " 10 9 8 16 1 12 5
1n " 12 1 4 5 - 5 -
13 " 14 1 - 1 - 1l -
15 " 16 2 1 3 ™ 3 -

e e e

TOTALS n 25 49 7 43 13

Thei'a were forty-nine White children placed during this period com-
pared to seven Negro children, or 12 per cent of the totals According to the
Census figures of 1950 for Lake Coumby, the total Negro population of Lake
LCounty is 51,570 or about 13.8 per cent of the total population. With this in
jnind, therefore, the figure of 12 per cent does not seem to be too out of proe
portion with the total Negro population constituting 13.8 per cent of the popu-
lation.

In mogt areas through the nation, the number of Negro adoptions is
|comparetively small. In a study of twenty-five states, the sverage percentage
of non«White adoptions was 6 per cent. This non-White population was not de~

fined but it is presumed this would include other races then the Negro., In five

[of these gstates, however, having s non«White population of 29 per cent the perw
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bentage of adoptions was 10 per cent. The article further stated another

ason for the relatively small number of Negro edoptions is the inebility of
In addition to this, many adoptive Regro

(-}
L'-" agencies to find adopiive homes,
bhildren are "taken in" by relstives or friends snd the child does not come to

khe attention of the Agency.3
Another factor which is in the reverse of the material stated in the

cle is that of Legitimete and Illegitimate births., According to this artie

cle, half the children adopted are born out of wedlock but in this study, only
However, it should be noted

hirteen of the total were born out of wedlock.
hat the artiole had reference to children who were placed immediately after

In this study, the children were not placed until the age of five and
The remaining

irthe
he majority of illegitimate children had been placed previously.

forty-thres were of legitimate birth. This might be explained by the fact that

fany of these childrem were from the sams family.
unmarried parents which would relete to the fact that only thirteen children

There was also relatively few

bere 11legitimate.
Also from the Table the information is gathered that the largest
Forty-seven of

group of children placed was between the ages of five and ten,

he total fifty-six were included in this group., Thus even though these adope

ive parents were willing to accept an older child, they preferred he be cloger

o the minimm age., The largest number of boys were placed in the five to gix

veer old group while the girls fell in the nins to temn group.

3 Adoption of Children, Children's Bursau, 1951, 3.




MENTAL AND PHYSICAL HFALTH
Before a child is placed by the agency, he must undergo a complete
?hysical»emfﬁ.nation. Thie is ia accordance with a policy of the State Board
Lf Public Welfare which states: "each child upon acceptance by the child plac=-
kng agency for placement in foster care shall be given a thorough physical
annﬂ.nation by a duly licensed physician®.? This is in connection with foster
bare and likewise before an adoptive placement is made, "All children placed
for adoption shall have thorough physical and whenever possible psychological
loxard nations,"5
Therefore, in accordance with the sbove statement all fiftyesix chile
liren were examined before they msro placed outside their own home, According tof
olicy, no definite physiocian is specified. If the family specifies a particu-
lar physician, the Agency attempts to utilize his knowledge as he is familiar
pith the child. I1f they have not been under the care of a partiocular doctor,
however, and have no family physician, the Agency mey use its own diseretion in
khe selection of e doctor, The Apency does not have a clinic awvailable for the
?xammations. In an emergency placement, when time is a factor; the doctor is
chosen who can arrsnge to examine the child on short notice., In other instances
[the Agéney utilizes the services of a certein few doctors who have worked with

[the Ageney previously and are familier with the policies snd practices. Prior

4 Compilation of Official Rules and Regulations Adopted and Promule
wated by the State Board of Public Welfare, Stete of Indiana, July 1, 1952,

Title 3, Chapter II, Section b,

5 Poliocies end Progedures of Placement Division, 38.
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Lo the completion of adoption, the child receives medical care as needed and
Yhm necessary. In the adoptive home during the supervisory period, the adope
}ive parents ere expeoted to ses that the child is given all the necessary care
T”dad.

A ohild in this age group is diffieult to place but a handicapped
bnila or & child with a ohronic illness offers additional problems, With this
|n mind, Lyle Lyon states in his article thats "It iz almost always the nomal‘
bhild that is considered for a.daption."6

Nons of the children in this study suffered from chronie illnesses

knd none were found to be permanently impalred or handicapped. Due to poor

onomic status or negleot, many of the children were found to be suffering

om malnutrition but not to such a severe degree that any were permanently
amaged, In other cases, the doctor recommended eircumsicion, tonsilectomies,
bnd special diets bub none were placed under supervised medical care, During
placement prior to adoptive homes, the children do receive medical attention so

khat any necessary oare can be administered and recommendations made for treatw
Tmﬂ .

pade, the child should have a psychological examination whenever possible.

As quoted previously in this chapter, before adoption placement is

These tests are not regerded as infallible but if a ohild tests quite low and
[there is considerable doubt as to his mental ability, there would be a retesting

pt another interval to determine what progress had been made if any. Intelliw

6 Lyle Lyon, "Plaocing Older Children for Adoption," Child Welfare,
January, 1949, 6.
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bonce can play a large part in the success of adoptive placement and yet "the
hdopting parents stress the appearance, nationality, health and person attrace
; veness of the child and that his inmbolligzence is not usually considered”,’
ps one of the critaria for placement is the opportunity for growth, the social
worker is constently striving to place the child in a home where they receive
F’aimlaﬁian to achleve their greatest capecity.

In the cases used for this study, thirtyethree of the children were
bested in the Mental Hyglene Clinic and the other twenty;thre@ case records
made no memtion of testing. The tests used in these cases were the Revised
tanford-Binet; Themablie Apperception Test; the Rorshach; the Goodenough;
Fander-Gestalt; Merrill Palmsr Scale; and Draw A Man,

The scale used for the intelligenco quotient wes taken from that of

bhe Stanford-Binets

0109 - Hormal T0wTG Borderline
110-119 Superior 69 Fasbleminded
120~139 Very Superior 50mb9 Moron

140 Gifted 20w49 Inbhecile

8089 Dull Hormal Qw20 Idiot

7 Tleeanor Ge. Gallegher, The Adopbed Child, Reynal and Hitehcock,
Few York, 1936, 96.
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Bosed on this scale the thirty~three who wore tested showed the fole
powing resulis:

TABLE 11
T78T RESULIS

L2 Se Numbep

A’vemge".......“...n.u.nnu... 18
Low Awmgaanvq‘aoc.o-.idvoo'.waocoi
Hf.gh Awmgeu-u......n....u.-...
Sugeriﬁrmvaat.oﬂeﬁtoottilﬂtoo'qouuco

Dull““.“l--tl'i!"l"""'.‘0‘.‘.

Borderlincsessssesocsosvansrsesrssnnsn

RW NS

Total 33
The twe children who tested in the Borderline ares were twins and
Ltestad sevenbyetwo and seventyefour. The adoptive parents wers given this ine
Kormation but did not seem upset aboub it. They themselves had not had educa-
tion beyond the seventh grade and although they were willing to send a child to
pchool s high as possible, they would definitely be able to zccept it 1if the
kwins could not progress beyond this 13%1.
In another oase, however, in which the ohild tested Dull, adoptive
placement did not succeed, Complete failure could not be blamed on the I.Q.,
however, as thie child was also emotionally disturbed, The exeminer had re~
parked that this child appeared to have a greater capacity than she was exw
hibiting bub due to her emotional difficulties could not function et maximup
F.aval. The parents selected in this situstion found difficulty in coping with
the childts emotional adjustment and when her intelligence anpeared so limited,

they found they could not meet this and asked that sho be removed,
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The twenty-three who were not tested ‘appeared to fanll in the Aversge
roup on the scale. Their school work and their general intelligence gave evi-
Eence of this and corroborated these faets., Some may have come a little below
L.nd some above but in general they could be classifled as Average.

This chapter, therefore, has presented s discussion of the child's
hatural family at original remowal; the distribution of the children placed ace

pording to age, sex, race, and legel stabuss and the physical and mental health

bh{ the children placed.




CHAPTER 11X
PLACEMENT HISTORIES

This chapter deals with the original reasons for removal of the child
jrrom his natural home. Also included in the latter part of the chapter is a
ji scussion of the number of placements prior to the adoptive placement.

RYASONS TOR REMIVAL
Ag stated previously, with the exception of four cases, these children
kere from broken homss end not residing with both their parents. These facts
peom to coinocide with those of a National Survey of twenty-five states. In thig
prticle, it stated that most adoptive children born in wedlock come from homes
broken by divorce, desertion or aapemtian.l In the development of this chap~
boer, it will be illustrated that these were the foremost reassons for the breake
bp of the home.
Fiftywsix children were removed from their own home and of this total,
bwenty-nine removals were voluntary and twentywseven were executed at the order
pf the Juvenile Court,
These twentywseven remowals which were wluntary ocoured under warious
piroumgtances. In some cases, the child had been receiving service in his own

nome but due to the enviromment to which he was subjected, there was no progress.

1 Adoption of Children, Children's Bureau, 8.
17
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jith the worker acting in a supportive role, she was able to help the parent
F” that the child would do much better if he were placed outside his home,
hen the parent was finally able to face the situation and overcoms his guilt
h{oelings, he was able to ask that the child be plased elsewhere. In other cases,
the perents came to the Agency and asked thet the ohild be placed. Some of the
reasons stated for placement by the paremt or parents weres employment of the
parents and their absences from the homes illness of the parents, and inabllity
Lo cope with the child, A few of the remaining cases originated im the Fublie
k\ssistaxwo Divigion as ADC cagses. If the Public Agsistance worker felt tfm
Lituation wag deserving of Child Welfare Service, a transfer conference was
held and the situation was transferred to the Placement Division., If a recome
ndation for foster home oare was made, thig was diseussed with the parents
bnd placement was made,

The twentywseven ocases involving removal under court order, were made
fith the cooperation of the Probation staff of the Juvenile Court., The Judge of
the Juvenile Court does not have any direct supervisory or administrative res- |
ponsibilities over the department. The court does work closely with the departe
Ent in cases reforred by the department for dependency and neglect of children,

ilure to support, and problems of juvemile delinguency.?

The twenty=seven cases were referred in various ways. Some were re-
fferred by members of the commmity who reported cases of neglect and desertion

Lo the Probation office. If, on investigation, the oconditions wers found to dbe

2 Know Your Welfere Department, 45-46.
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Lrue, the probation worker then obtained a court order to remove the child from
the home end request the Department of Public Welfare to secure placements for
the children. In other words, these cases which originated in the Juvenile
;o:urt could have been referred by verious sources and the court and the Depart-
pont of Public Welfure cooperated with one another in planning for the child,
[f & child is ordered to be pleced and the parents will not consent, the only
pecourse left is to get an order from the court to take the child out of his
LOTS
Fi ftye-one of these children were made Wards of the Department of Pube
jic Welfare by the Juvenile “ourt, After the Department was made puardian for
the children, the parents may have had visiting privileges or they may not, In
pome situations, the court or the Deparbtment may decide it is for the ¢hild's
est interest not to gee his parents immediately following removal in order to
Lointate placement,
The following disoussion will be divided into those removals which
book place wvoluntarily and those which occured at the order of the court,
INVOLUNTARY REMOVAL
Twentywtwo children were removed by order of the Juvenile Court as a
Posult of negleot and desertion by the parents, These cases originated by ree
Ferrals from the commmity regerding some of these situations. Some were also
initiated at the time of placement by the Police Department., In situations of
fesertion, when the Police were called to investigete, they in turn referred the
$ituations to the Probation officer of the Court or the Department of Welfare,

In one situation, the child wes residing in his netural home and re-
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peiving oasework service. The child had been made & Ward of the Depertment pre-
jpously but had been allowed to remain in the home of the mother under close
Lupervi sion by the Department, The situation grew worse rather thaen better,
powever, and the Court ordered he be removed,

Another child was made a Ward by order of the Court as he had been
#\bandoned by his mother in the hospital. The child was illegitimate and the

ther having no plan for him, left the hospital without him and never returned.
e hospitel kept the child for fowr months, at the end of which the authorities
ontacted the Department and asked that he be removed. The child was removed
om the institution, made a Ward of the Department and placed in a foster home
phere he remained for eight years, After eight years, he was placed in an adopwe
H&iw home .
One gituation invelved an illegitimately pregnant girl who was cone
hﬂ.nad in the Indiana Girls State School. After the child was born, he was
blaced in a foster home immediately.
Two children were removed end placed in foster homes at the time the
parents were sentenced to the Pemal farm. The parents were brought into court
bt & charge of neglect and after sembence wasg passed, the children were made
Nards of the Department, | ’
VOLUNTARY REMOVAL

Placement was requested by ten mothers who were working and had to be
but of the home during the day and in some instances, during the evening. They
Fequested temporary placement but in the final analysis decided to release the
phildren for adoption.
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Five children were placed in foster care due to illness of the parentsd
fwo situations involved fathers out of the home and two mothers were hospitalized)
e parent in the home requested plecement because it was necessary that they go
Lo work. ‘

In three osses, the children were placed st the request of the umwed
fmther- One mother was fifteen at the time of the childt's birth. She had
thought she might eventually be able to make plans for the child and requested

foster care until such time, He remsined in foster care for five yvars at

hich time the mother concluded she could not take the child, She signed adope
Eive consents and the child was pleced in an adoptive home,

Four children were deserted by their mothers and left in the home with]
fathers. The fathers found it impossible to hold a steady job and care for the
phildren so he requested placement. Thisinvolved only two families, three chile
iren were from the one femily, and one child from the other.

One mother requested placement for her child es she felt her profes-
sion did not permit a wholesome home environment for her child. She wes & pro=
fossional prostitute and hed mede attempts to make her living another way. She
pould not make a success of socielly acceptable employment, however, and re-
huested the child be removed,

Four children were placed after they had been evicted from their homes
Fith their mother, The mothers requested placement so the children would have
pomeplace to stay.

Two cases inwlved step~father situatioms. The step~fother was beat-

k.ng the child and mstreating him in meny ways. The mother, at last, ceme to
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the Agency and requested the child be removed }‘or his best welfare, In the

hther situation, the mother, a psychotic, cormitted suicide., Relatives took

the child afber the mother's death but soon requested the child be removed.
PLACEMENTS PRIOR TO ADOPTIVE AOMES

The following Table is an illustration of the number of placements

bhe children experienced hefore they wers placed in adoptive homes.

From the Tabls, it can be seen that placements ranged from one only

Lo seven before the ohild wae placed in an adoptive situation. Torty-one chile

iren were placed from one to three times prior to their adoptive homes and the

ning fifteen were placed and removed from four to seven times before adope
ive placement,
TABLE III

DISTRIBUTION OF NUMBER OF PLACEMENTS
PRIOR TO ADOPTIVE HOMF

P s et e e vt o e )

Number of Placements
Ages

al2p3jalslely

Sthru6f 71| 5| 3f -] ]2
7 ® 8] 6132|111}~
9 " 10] 31314 ~-]3[2]~
11" 12 3]1f-1-1-111-~
13 " 1] « | 2] =] wl =] «] «
15 " 16 »] 1] «| 2} w] «| =
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Nineteen children experienced one p},abemnt and only one child wes
blaced seven times before an adoptive home was found, This child was removed

erom his home at the age of two but was not placed in en 8doptive homo until

ne age of seven, Therefore, in e period of five years, 1o Was placed in five
ndividual situations before he was placed in an adoptive basis.

Age did not sppear to be too great o fastor although the younger chile
iren from five to ben seemed to have experienced fewer plawmnﬁs than the groupr
from ten to sixteen, This might be attributed to the fact that the Agenoy ate
kemp'bs to place the child as yowng as possible and thorefore, they do not ex-
perience frequent placement, It might also be attributed to the fact that the
blder child has more di fficulty in adjusting to placement. Various reasons
ere piven when the child was removed and repleced in amother boerding homo.
The most mentioued oause, howsver, was failure of the child to adjust in the
pome.

The majority of these children who were removed from thelr homes wore
[oewi 1dered by what hed teken place end what had happensd to them. In those
Laituations which hed involved emergency plecement, the child had been ziven
very little or no preparation for this move. No one had given them a satisfac-
leory explanstion of what hed taken place and their emotional turmoil took the
form of behavior problems, Many were enuretic, aggressives ond hostile in
their new surroundings, Others became withdrawn and fearful, perticularly of
lthe social worker as they associated the worker with removal from their home,
Following removal from their homes, forty-three were placed in foster

homes; eight were pleced in institutionsy and five were placed with relatives,
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he the eight children placed in institutions immedirtoly, five remmined until
Pdop‘&‘i% homes wore found but the other threo experienced fosbor home care bew
sore adoptive placemant was made.

In two cases, after the children had baen in foster care for a while,

hey were returned to their paronts on a trial basis, BRoth attempts falled.
Ll one case, the child remained in themtural home for thirbeen days when it bew
oame evident this was not going Yo succeed, In the other case, the child re-
hnined approximately a month end then had to be raplaced in s foster homs,
It was steted previously thet five children wore placed with rele-
kives when first removed from their natural homes. They had beon placed in
Lthese homes with the approvwal of the Department as it was thought they might

Hremin in these homes permanently. However, in each case the child hed to be

emoved. In one situation, the child had been living with a grendparent but
he grandmother went to work end asked to have the child removed, In the four
emaining cases, the relatives dscided they did not want to be responsible for
he children and asked that they be placed olsewhere,

The discussion in this chapbor concerned the reasons for original
pplacemont, This was broken down into woluntary ramovels and thoso which took
place by court order. The latter part of the chapter briefly illustrated the

Iplacements the child experienced before adoptive placement,




CHAPTER 1V
ADOPTIVE FLACEMIRTS

This chapter deals with the adoptive placemsnt and the problems pree
lsented by the verious age groups after these plasements were made, The problems|
hfvlli be dessribed and the manner in which the adoptive parents ma‘b these diffie=
oulties and attempted to help the child to adjust. There is no Table used for
[thig part of the chapter, but reference may be made to Table I, page ten, for a
preakdown of the age, sex and racial distribubtion of these fifty-six children.
The chapter will be broken down by are groups and each disoussed separstely.
The last half of the chapter will deal briefly with the adoptive
parents ascording to age, length of marriage duration end their motives for
pnderteking adoption,

Before a child is placed in an adoptive home, it must be detsrmined

[zhat he is an edoptable ohild, Helen Hellinan describes the adoptable child as
one who has been legally surrendered by his parent or parents and who is able
o contribute to and benefit from family 1ife".l Not only must the ohild be
hdop'bable but he must also be placeable which connotes good physicel, mental
pnd sociel sdjustment. The following diascussion therefore, includes the i fty=

Fix placements and what took place.

1 Helen Hallinan, "™Who Are the Children Available for Adoption?",
bocial Cesework, XXXIT, 161. ,
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T VE.81X YVAR OLD

Sixteen children were placed from this proup and of this sixteen,
el ght case records mentioned adjustmont problems. The other eight geve no ine
gication of any di ffioulties, therefors, it cen be prasumed that adjustment wes
satisfactory.

Four of these eipht children were encountoring difficulty in reline
quishing their attachment to their natural family, One child was parbiculerly
concernad about his twin brother who had been stricken with Polio shortly bew
fore the children were removed from thelr nstural home and gurromdings. Aa
exception wes mde in this situation and he was allowed to wisit with this
brother. The adoptive parents appoared to understend tho tis bebween the boys
end the fact that they wanted to visit did wot seem to affect the placement,

Two from the above group of four could not understand why they had to
change their name. They were slso very puszled by the idea that they were going
to have two mothers. These adoptive parents were wvery understanding ond ex-
pleined meny times just what took place in legel =zdoption and why their mothers
could not keep them,

The remeining four cases, concerned children who presented bshavior
problems, They were aggressive and would try the adoptive parents as far as
they coulds All suffered from a fosling of ingecurity and felt that if the
adoptive parents really wanted them, mothing they did would provoke the parentsyd
The worker in the situstion had e two fld purpose, She had to interpret this
behavior to the paremts and at the same time she had to holp thoe parent under-

stand that the child could not go through 1ife with no limitations placed on
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him, One situation did not prove successful and the child had to be removed
grom the home. This will be disoussed more fully in the following chapter,
Three of the group also acted out their insecurity by enuresis,
wodiness, stealing, lying and masturbating. These practices all stemmed from
Tn insecure feeling and a seoking of ple#sure and sabtisfmotion.

SEVEN AND FIGHT YPRAR QLD
Fourteen from this group wore placed in adoptive homes and only five
-did not mention diffioeulties in adjustment,
Two situations concermed rivalry. In the one, the adoptive child was
very jeslous of her younger brother placed in the homs on a boarding bagis.

phe fesred he might take the affoction that was hors and not umtil he was ro-

ved to another foster home did she begin to adjusts In the other, the child

ﬁs rivalrous of the other child in the home. The parents permitted him to ect
out his bshavior and constantly reassured him thet they could love him as much
los their first adopted child,

After adoption, however, tho latter child evidenced meny serious be=
pavior protlems, The family returned to the Agency and requested the boy be
leacad in an institution. They felt they wore unable to cope with him., It was
oxplained that he wag thelr responsibility now and they should attempt to work
fith hime The situstion was accepted on n service basis and the parents and
|child were given casework service. With support from the Agency, the family
|seemed to gain a better understanding of one another® behavior and the probe

lems that were hindering a better adjustment.




28

-

In another two cases, the children ceme from homes whers they had
bean deprived of all love and affections As a result, the children had not
developed the capaclty to love and were not capable of showing emotions. Not
wntil the edoption was consummeted, did the one child bepin to show any pro-
gresse

In another aase,‘tha boy was exhibiting many behavior problems and
having a difficult time of adjustment. The parents and boy appeared to have no
understanding of one another. At the suggestion of the worker, they accepted
treatment from the Mental Hygiene Cliniec. seh:-«m:zgh a series of interviews they
began to accept one another and placement was successful.

Though intelligence had not played the determining factor in other
placements, in three of these, it gave &« great deal of comsideration. In the
one situation, twins were placed in the same home. These girls had tested
Borderline on their Psychometrica., There was some doubt to the success of a
placement for them but the parents chosen fully accepted them, In fact, these
parents helped the girls meke aoquaintances outside each other and through
their petisnce and understending, placement was very suocessful. The other
child had been rated Dull after testing end the examiner had gtated he mi ght
never go beyond the third grade. ZIhese parente also sccepted this news and
[were able to deal with 1t,

In the last case, the child had been in the home since infancy, It

as not until he reached the age of seven that the foster parents would cone
sider adoption. Thelr mein complaint was a lack of religlous interest by the

boy. Because he was not as interested in the Church of the adoptive parents,
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ihey folt he was hesdstring and stubborn bub requested to keep the child and
felt quite sure they could streighten out the problem,
NINE AND TEN YEAR OLD

Bleven of ths nineteen cases in this group, cited adjustment diffe
culties.
Six in this group found the greatest difficulty in relinguishing
their ties %o the natural family. They folt they had to talk esbout their
noturel familios and were very protecting of them. In most situations, the
parents were understending and perrdtted the child to talk of their parents and
express their foeling, They showed no jealousy of the natural parents and
gradually the child relaxed in his new situation,
In all but one situation thic oocured. In this particular home,
three giblings were placed together. The adoptive parents could not accept re
minders of the former family and rather than let the children express 'bhamelveﬂ
Lwould punish them, These paremts were cautioned ageinst completing the adoption
too soon bub they petitioned after the children had been in thelome a ‘nmxt:h.
They returned to the Agency at a later date and requested service as they were
encountering diffioculty with the children, The boy hed abttempted to run away
lend the two girls had heen dealt with rether strictly. With help from the
Agency, some progress seemed to be taking place and the children remained in f;h#
home,
The remaining cases could be grouped under the heading of insecurity.
These children had gi'eab difficulty believing that the adoptive parents really
vionted them and lived with the fear that they might be sent away, The outward




exprossions wers stealing, poor school adjustment, enuresis, lying end one
shild became accident prone.
ELEVEN YEAR OLD

From this group, five children were placed and only ome record omitted
eny mention of adjustment difficulties.

Two had the trait of stubbomess in common and a gtrong will of their
ovm. One ohild gradually edjusted and becams a heppy, secure individual., In
the obher, the c¢hild was removed from the first adoptive home and replaced.
This placement also failed because both sets of parents were unable to cops with
him,

One in this group had s strong atbtachment to her natural family which
tended to conflict with her loyalty to the adoptive parents. Wheon she would bed
come unusually excited end upset, she developed a tiec, The adoptive parents
vers striot with her and resented any mention of her nsbural perents, Adjuste
nent was not smooth but she did remain here.
The last child had had experiences of being left alone and lived in
constant feay that the adoptive parents would lseve her. The adoptive parents
gave & great deal of time to the ohild and did everything to inorease her feel.
ings of security.

FOURTREN YHAR OLD
The only child placed in this group was mentioned earlier in the study
as the one who tested low and was said to be retarded. The child rempined in
this homs for three years before the adoptive parents imitiated adoption pro-

coedings. They did not begin logel action previously because of the boy's mene
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a1 rotardation and they wantod to be positive they could fece this permenently]
they made thelr decision and fully realized the child would never complete
gehool in the normal classroom situation.

FIFTREY YEAR OLD

Two boys this age were placed, One placement did not terminate in
ladoption due to the death of the adoptive mother, This will be discussed more
fully in the next chapber,

In the second case, the boy had wery strong feelings about the adope
tion end did not want his neme changed., This was the biggest delay to the come
pletion of the adoption but the parents were willing to wait wntil this wes
worked through and he could make his own decision, This he did in the finsl
analysis,.

SIXTEEN YRAR OLD
This girl was the oldest child placed during this pario&. She had
beon in an institutionel setting and the worker became very atbached to her,
The worker asked for her releasse from the institubion to be placed in her honme
on a free basis. This arrangement worked out so well and to the satisfaction
of everyone concerned that the worker petitioned to adopt her. This procedure
was a little wiusual bub due to the advenced age of the girl end tho improbabie
lity of finding a home for her, this adoption was granted.
From the cases presented hers, it can be seen that the most common
problem was insecurity. This found expression in meny behavior patterns such
as enuresis, masburbation, stealing, lying, temper tantrums and rivelry or

jeelousy of other children in tho home.
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Another factor which influenced the z;.djustmsnt wes the child's over
fooncern end attachment to hig netural family. In sorme instences they wers bew
fildered and puzzled by the thought of twio mothers or fathers and could not ac-
bopt the iden, In others, it wes cupressed in s reluctence to chenge their last
peme.

Problems were similer in relation to age grouping., From five to
Lsavem, the child ected out his behavior and expressed himself in this marmer,
Fron oight to eleven, the child bepgan to use more subtle methods to test the

Lxdop‘cive parente, In the remeining group, fourteen to slxbeen, the children

rore faced not only vith the problems of adolescence but also the adjustment
o new homes and paronts.
ADOPTI VE PARENTS
When a child is pleced in an adoptive home, the environmmental fuotors
#aro important but "primarily we want people who are sble to give the child en
opportunity for growth,"? The social worker ig concerned with the housing

tendards, the nedghborhood, and physical environment but in selecting adop=
i1ve paronts, the following are of great importance:

Personal adjustment of each of the prospective parents; their relationship
to each othery their relationship to their own parents and siblings; their
decper as well as their expressed motives in seeking a c¢hildy their reason
for not having their own children and attitude towsrd sterility; their
ebility to ageapt on adopted child; and their understanding of children and]
their needs,

2 TFlorence G. Brown, "What Do We Seek in Adoptive Parents?", Sociel
Cagowork, XXXII, April, 1951, 155~156,

3 Ibid,
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The disoussion of the adoptive parmt;s in the study will be brief end
}ill not go into all of the above factors, however, it is well to keep in mind
this was the criteria used in gelecting these adoptive parents.
The following table is a graphic illustration of the ages and length
b the present marrisge of the adoptive parents. Note, too there are only
fi fty~two sets of adoptive parents due to the fact that two families received
two children and one family received three.

TABLE IV
DISTRIBUTION OF AGES OF ADOPTIVE

PARENTS AND LENGTH OF MARRI AGE
AT TIME OF PLACEMENT

Ageg at time Length of marriage

of placement at times of placement
Parents ;

30§35]140145150155 5{10]115§20 125130135

35140145150 155 10115120125 13013%140
Adoptiwe

Father | 5i{18{14]10} 4] 1
‘ optel 111231011 41 11 O} 1
onti

Adoptived )
Mother | 10115113} 9} 4} 1

Total | 15}331271191 8] 2§l Total}11}23}11¢ 4] 1} o} 1

From this teble, the greatest number of the adoptive parents fall bee

ween the ages of thirty-five to forty~-five, In view of Ih -£hy
WS Freg
Fost number of children placed were between the age five and tenm, this would

hppear to be a good correlation., The ages of the adoptive parents would ;goem to

be that whioh the natursl paremt would be with some variadtbiiRAYS Sen and
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Tom in this age group would presumably be ablé to grow with a child in this
Fge bracket and would be able to understand the child of this apge group.
Couples in this age group would also be reasonably sure they would not
be having children of their own, They might also have only one child and lmow
Fhey could not have eny more of their own. For this reason they would be wile
jing to take a child in the ege group their patural child would fall,

In connection with the age category, the largest number of marriages
Lppear@d in the interval between ten to fifteen yeears, This, of course, does
hot include all of the above souples but the largest group were found in this
brea, A marriage which had been established for ten or fifteen years, would
beem to indicate the stability and strengths of the union., By this time, the
pouple should be completely adjusted to one another end be awere of the other's
broferences and dislikes. Also these marriages should be well emough esbabe
Jished so that there is adequate economic security which is & factor considered
.n selecting the adoptive parents,

In this group, there were only five marria.ge# of twenty years dura-
tion or more, There would be some danger in plaoing a ohild of this age group
in & home where the couple was quite elderly and had been married more than
forty yearss The possibility of a good parentechild relationship would be
plight and rather the relationship might be more like that of grandparent and
randohi1d. |

There are many motives at work when a couple decide to adopt e ohild,
fowever, in this study, only the expressed are to be observed. The following
fable on page 35 illustrates the motives.




TABLE V
REASONS STATED FOR ADOPTING A CHILD
No children of thelr oWNssssssscessseell
Unable to have childrenevecsscicocsses 4
Love of ChildreNessesevscnsosusonssnesll

Comparionshipecssscessovssenssvrcessseld

a——

Totaleveesssessscocsssansnonsnnsd?
From the above Teble, it can be seen that the most frequent reason
ptated was a love of children. To repeamt, this is the expressed motive and the
Imderlying or deeper reason mey take various forms.
Sterility is often the motive for sdoption as the family sincerely de-
bire a child or children of their own but for organioc reasons, this is impossilie]
fhile this is frequently the motive for adopbtion, meny applicants find it diffi-
Lult to express this. This would seem to be the case in these motives, as the
fable illustrates that only four of the fifty-two couples expressed this as
their reagon for andoptiom, Although indirectly it was expressed by the thir-
Fem couples who gave as thelr resson "No children of our ovm™.
The remaining fourteen gave companionship as their reason. In com~
pleting an adoptive home study, the worker ususlly explores this motive thoroughy
ly because it would not be too healthy to place the child in a home where he had
bo compete to teke the place of one partner or the other. This cetegory also
included those parents who desired compenionship for the other child or children

in the house,
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It 16 not shown on the Table, but fifteen of these adoptive parents
had children of their own, The largest number were found to be between the

ges of nine and thirteen, Therefore, relating this material to the data that
[he largest number of children placed were between the ages of five and ten, it
i ght be concluded that companionship was a great fastor.
In order to see the relation between the distribution of the children
#equestad and ohildren placed the following Teble is presented.
TABLE VI

DISTRIBUTION SHOWING AGE ARD SBX OF CHILDREN
REQUESTED AND PLACED FOR ADCPTION

Age and Sex of " Age and Sex of

Sex Child Requested Children Placed
o} 3] 6] 9]12{15 51 7] 9]131§13]15
o 3| 8} ola2las]is | ™™ ¢ 8liofaz)1a}16
Male 71613 5] 1} 2 10} 8} 9] 1} 1] 2
Female 411112] 4] -] 1 6} 6] 8] 4} »] 1
Totals 11} 7125} 9] 1| 3 16j14117] 51 1} 3

The sbove Tahle 1llustrates the diastribution of children requested
pnd children placed for adoption. Though these people were willing to accept
kbn older child the greatest bulk of these children requested fell between the
bges of infency to nine years. These total requests numbered forty-three, In

comparison, the children placed betwean the ages of flve and ten were forty-

teven‘ It would seem probebls to assume therefore, that these parents were
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Hdnmg to accept a child older than the cne reqx;es'&od and derived satisfaction
Lpom the experience.

The largest group of male children requested wes in the bracket of
kix to nine and the largest group of males placed were between the ages of five
?_nd sixes The largest group of girls requested were in the six to nine age
pracket and the largest group placed were in the nine to ten year group.

This chapter contained s discussion of the problems in edjustment

fter adoptive plecement and how the adoptive parents attempted to solve these
Lfﬁculﬁics- The latter half of the chapter surveyed the adoptive parents

briefly secording to age, reasons for adopting, and the children requested,




CHAPTER V
STATUS OF ADOPTIORS

In the previous chapter, the adoptive placement and the problems
rmich rosulted were digcussed. In this chapter, therefore, the outeoms of
these placements will be discussed. The first part of the chapter surveys the
Jength of time which elapsed between placement and legal proceedings. The dige
busgion of the completed adoptions will also inolude those cases known by tﬁe
kgmcy after the adoption had been completed. The latter part will deas) with
those placements which failed to result in adoption and what disposition wes
fnde of the ehild, This also inoludes those cases in which legal procedure

;m.a not been initlated.

After an adoptive placement is made, a supervisory period exists
furing which time the soocial worker from the agency makes regular visits in the
Jome and observes the adjustment of the parent and ochild, This is done in ace
«Tordma with Indiana Lew which states: No adoption shall be granted in this
#tato except after the court hes heard the evidence and after a period of
pupervision by e duly licemsed childplacing agency or a county department of
public welfare. « « « The length of such period of supervision shall be within
the sole disoretion of the court hearing the sdoption petition."l According to

1 Digest of Ipdiana laws, Section III.
38
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Lhis law, therefore, there is no definite tim'stipulaﬁed for the supervisory
beriod although it is felt that at least eix months should elapse and “a yearts
Lpaiting period is a protesction to both the foster family and the child",?

As stated above, the longer the period of supervision, the more proe-
Lection there is afforded for all concerned, Any problems which may develop to
hinder placement or cause difficulties should be aired before the child is
%egally adopted. Thus, before logal steps have been taken, the adoptive parents
have the right to return the ohild or to take steps to facilitate sdjustment of
the child in their home. The worker attempts to discourapge the parents from
Lrushing into legal procedure but if they persist, there is no law which pro-
hibits them, When the worker submits her report to the court regerding the
Tsdop‘aian petition, she may glve her reasons if she thinks the adoption should
not be granted at this’ perticulsr time, The Agency msy meke such recommendation)
fin the report to the Court but this does not give assurence that the Judge will
Erant such a recommsndation as he is the final authority on the adoption,

A total of fifty=six placements were made during this six year period
bnd of the total, fifty resulted in legal adoptions. 8ix did not, These last
bix will be digcussed later in the chapler and the fifty will be included here.
To repeat, no definite time limit is stipulated as a supervisory
period but et least six months is deemed advisable, This is repeated to show
how it related to the following description of the fifty adoptions,

Eighteen cases, or 36 per cent of the tobal resulted in adoption

ffter the child had been in the home from one to six months, The parents were

Ll iR ii—5 -
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kiven the dangers involved in such practice but they persisted, In two situ-

ptions no future diffioulty was anticipated as the ohild had beem in the home

ince infency on a boarding basis. The foster parents had been approached fre-
tumly in regard to adopting the child., Ome family had rofused due to finaneis)
bi rounstances and the other had stated they could not reach a decision. In both
ingtances, however, when the child reached the ege of six, they requested the
hlacement be changed to adoptive. Very shortly after, logal procedure was inie
Eieted for adoption.

Another situation involved placement of four siblings in the same
home, Three were in this age group, and the fourth child was younger. This
particular femily was advised very strongly not to rush into adoption but
Pgainst the agency's advice they petitioned one month after the children were
Plaeed. The adoption was not granted for five months bul sinoe it had been cone|
pummated, the faemily has received casework service from the agency as thers have|
hoen several problems regarding the ohildren,

The next group, included 34 per cent of the total, This inwolved a
fapse of six months to a year before adoption was ocompleted, This is omidorm%
the most desirable period and there was no mention mede in any of these cages ofJ
Ms sontact with the agency afbter adoption took place.

While the supervisory period should not be too brief, it should also
not extend for too long a periods If the parents do not seek to legally adopt
the child after he has been in the home for a year, the worker attempts to sne-
sourage them to do so, 1f the adjustment has seemed Lo be goed, I1f there are

loubts that this placement may not be successful, the parents ere urged to malke
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L decision regarding the children so that some iaie.n may be worked out for him.
In nine cases, the ¢hild was in the home from one to two years before

y action was taken. B8ix of these cases gave no explanation as to why they do-l
[:.yad other than they wanted to be absolutely positive this placenment was going
Lo work out,

One gituation involved an inter-state placement which delayed motion
Hue to an out of state agency supervising placement, In another situstion the
“pa:em;s conbinually talked of adopbion but gave exouses for not initiating ec~
bion. When the worker at last told them the child was going to be removed they
Ftarted prosoedings. The third involved a child who had heen moved frequently
%.nd could not believe sho was wanted for herself alone. Additional time wes
hllowed in this case, to allow the parents to establish a sound relationship

bitnh the child,
In three situations, the child was in the home between two and three

ears before the parents legally adopted them, In each oase, there were probe
ems of adjus‘t‘;mnt and these were worked out before legal stabus was establighed
r the child, One situation involved a fifteen year old boy who was very ro-
rded, The adoptive parents requested sufficient time to adjust to the boy and
etermine whether or not they really wanted to accept this type child, Hot only
d they want to be sure they could accept this boy but they wanted to be pogie
tive they could cope with hinm,
The longest period whioh elapsed between placement and adoption was
four years, Three children were in the home this length of time before they

pere legally edopted. In one of these cases, the child was having o partioularly
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pifficult period of edjustment, The parents had become very attached to him,
however, and reguested that they be allowed to keep him. To facilitate adjuste
hent the parents consented to attend the Menbal Hygiene Clinic. Afber a series
b interviews, all three members of the famlly began Yo show improvement and
?,daption was granted.

The six remaining cases dld nol result in adoption. TFour of these
blacaments failed completely and the child was romoved from the homes. Two
bthers include those situations, in which the child remained in the home but
has not been legally adopted.

These four will be considered separately as the cimw:}stmeeé vary in
?aah sibuation.

Case One, inwolved a ohild who was ten years of age when placed. She
presented many problems in the home such as lylng, stealing, enuresis, and dis-
bbedience, The adoptlive parents admitied they could not cope with her and asked
phat she be removed., Upon removal from the home in 1946, she was placed in ine

titubional care., After that time she had six boarding home placements wuntil

[949 when she was reburned to her owm homs, She could not adjust in this situ-
?.tion gither and in 1950 was agein removed to an institutional setting where sghe
how remeins.
The second case concerned a child who was placed in two adoptive homes,
both of which failed., She was removed from the first sdoptive home becauso the
pdoptive parents complained she was stubborn and wmmanasgeable. She remained in
p foster home for & while where she appeared to adjust end it was thought that

?he might mako e succeasful adoptive adjustmemnt. B5he entered a sscond sdoptive
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home but ghe caused such conflict with the gmnd.z;other in the home thet removal
feos requested, Following removal, she was placed in the Children's Home and Aid|
Boclety School where she now remains,

In the third ease, tho adoptive placement wac presumed to be quite
rood and the boy was meking an excellent edjustment, The adoptive mother died
huite suddenly and unexpectedly before adoption was completed, but the father
Taxpresaed 8 desir# to adopt the boy regardless. However, he albered his deciw
kion and asked that the boy be removed. He is now living in a foster home with
his younger sister who has been legally adopted by this family, They have
tatod they do not wish to adopt the boy bub they are willing to kesp him for an
fndefinite period on e boarding basis.

The last case failed but the maledjustment wes not deemed wholly the
bhild?'s fault, The parents were quite rigld with him and no amount of explana=
bion or advice from the worker appeared to have any effect. The situation be-
peme 80 tense that the child became the cemter of conflict and was blamed for
Fausing marital discord between the parents., The Adoption Committee reocommended
i s removal end he was placed in a foster home in 1947 where he now remeinsg,
In the remeining two situabions, the child roemains in the adoptive
w;ome but has nover been legally esdopted. In the one situation, the child was
blaced in August of 1951 and during the first yosr the adoptive parents mede no
e ference to initia.ting legal steps. When broached by the worker, they always
ound somes excuse and st the last contect thelr resson for delay wes due to a
Ftrika which had put the father out of a Job for eight weeks. For financial

bessons, they would not begin proceedings, and requested more time to build wp
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heir sevings., In tho other, a petition was filed in 1949 but no final decree
#ms over given, The lawyer has never gone back Yo the court and the parents
pave not urged him to do sos The ageney is worlking with this family and attemp,
ng to help them realize the value ol legally adoptin: the child tc insure hinm
Lhe socurity and the rights of inheritance. The femily has also been edvised op
e emotional Tactors involved whon the child is not really "theirs".

In this chepter, the stabtus of the fifty-six placements was diascussed,
4 fby have resulted in legel ndoptions, thirty-five of whioh were congumnted ag
he and of the child's first year in the homes These adoptions which vere
bopalized at the end of the ysar, involved the majority of the group from five
Lo ten, The older child d4id not malko os repid adjustment, Four placoments

#uled complotoly and two plecements hove not been terminated by legal action.




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS

In the Introduotion, the statement was mede that adoptive placements
of older children are problematic to childplacing agencies, The child of five,
is considered an "older" child and for that age and over, adoption homes are
808ICe,

Thoge couples who do not have children ‘of their own, feel they have
been denied the pleasure of the ohild's developmental period if they are re-
fused an infant, Many couples ars afreid they cennot cope with an older child
as he is "too set in his ways,”

Therefore, these placements are said to be problematic, not only due
to the child's age but also in finding mature adeptive parents. They, too,
need to understand that as much joy and satisfaction oan be derived from a
child of five as from an infant,

With these thoughte in mind, therefore, this study was done to see
[what problems a specific group exhibited after placement and what degree of
success was atbained,

Fifty-six children were placed in adoptive homes and of this nuriber,
fi fty remained in the home and legal adoption took place,. 'I‘hése placements
Hwould be termed sucocessful, therefore, in the sense thet the child remained in

the home and was legally adopted. It is true, that from this fifty, four chile
45
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Pmn were referred to the Agency for service after adoption was granted, This
Lﬂmxld not indicate, however, that the remeining forbywsix did not encounter di £
foulty but rether that they did not return to the Agency. The total percentagel
bf success, therefore, would be 89.3 per cent.
During the six years from 1946-1951, the Agenoy placed thirtyeone boys|
ﬁin comparison to twenty-five girls, This was contrary to popular belief as W
Ha.re considered to be more difficult to place than girlas, Agencies are often
feced with & large number of boys and no homes for them,
Seven of the ohildren placed were Negro of equal to 12 per cent of the
[total placed. According to National flgures, non<ihite adoptions constitute
10 per cent of the total. HNon<lhite may also inoclude Mexican, Chinese and othe
xtures and this would tend to distort the facts. In relation to the ratio of
he geographic area used in this study, however, this percventage does not seem
to be out of proportion, Also the same problem of suitable Negro homes is pre-
|sent in this erea as in the rest of the coumbry,
Intelligenos of the child was considered in meking these placements

ut did not constitute the main problem., Thirty~three ohildren wers given
gsychometric examinations and the remaining twenty-three were not. Of those
osted and those who were not, the majority of children were classified as
Lhavi.ng average intelligence, 7Iwo were diagnosed as Borderline but succeeded in
ppaking satisfuctory adjustments,

With the exception of thirteen childrsn, fortye-three were bhorm in
fredlock, Of this number, all but four came from homes broken by divoree or
separation, The parent remesining in the home proved inadequate and the ohild
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hed to be removed, Some parents were able to rélinq:ﬁ.sh the child themselves.
The remainder were not able to volumbarily release their child, and the child
jwas removed under a ocourt order.

In relation to the problems these children presented, the most common
Tvas insecurity, Bewildered by what had happened to them and not knowing what
was to come next, they rebelled sgainst their situations, They felt they bee
longed to no one and could not understand this. Difficulby in releasing thelr
matural fomily also accompanied many of these ochildren and conflicted with thaiﬁ
desire to be accepted by the adoptive parents.

The adoptive parents were chosen with as much care as possgible, in an
effort to match child and parent. The majority of these parents were from
thirty=five to forty-five years of age and capable of meeting the child on his
lovel,

From this study, therefore, the placement of older children while
problematic to the Agenoy does not seem to bs as diffioult as stated, Fifty
[children were successfully placed which indiceteg that 89.3 per cent of the
total terminated in adoptions. With the exception of four cases, there was no
contact with the Agenoy after adoption was consummated. This was achieved in
various ways. Careful thought and consideration was gliven to the selection of
‘the adoptive parents in an attempt to metech parent and child. After placement
Lms mede, close Agency supervision was given and the worker was used in a sup=
portive and consultent role, In those situations which required, commmity ro-
sources such ag the Mental Hygiene Clinic were used,

Thus it may be concluded that the older child may be placed end will
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ladjust suesessfully. Not only can he be placed’ suocess fully, but he can also

bring as much pleasure to the adoptive parent as the infant,
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