uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Loyola University Chicago

Loyola eCommons
Master's Theses Theses and Dissertations
1954

The Social Role of the Catholic Girl Scout Movement : A Study of
the Chicago Area

M. Mercedes Moore
Loyola University Chicago

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses

6‘ Part of the Industrial Organization Commons

Recommended Citation

Moore, M. Mercedes, "The Social Role of the Catholic Girl Scout Movement : A Study of the Chicago Area’
(1954). Master's Theses. 1158.

https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses/1158

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Theses and Dissertations at Loyola eCommons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of Loyola eCommons. For more
information, please contact ecommons@luc.edu.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.
Copyright © 1954 M. Mercedes Moore


https://ecommons.luc.edu/
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses
https://ecommons.luc.edu/td
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses?utm_source=ecommons.luc.edu%2Fluc_theses%2F1158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/347?utm_source=ecommons.luc.edu%2Fluc_theses%2F1158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses/1158?utm_source=ecommons.luc.edu%2Fluc_theses%2F1158&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ecommons@luc.edu
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

THE SOCIAL ROLE OF THE CATHOLIC GIRL SCOUT MOVEMENT
A STUDY OF THE CHICAGO AREA

by
Sister ¥, Mergedes uﬂm’ 0.3.B.

A Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of the Graduate School
of loyola University in Partial Fulfillment of
the Requirements for the Degree of
Master of Sooial and Industrial Relations

January
195h




LIFE

Sister M, Mercedes Mooye, O, S. B., was born in Chicago, Illinois,
on February 1, 1915,

She was gradusted from St, Thomss the Apostle High School, Chicago,
Tllinois, June, 1932, and from Loyola University, August, 1943, with the
degree of Bachelor of Philosophy. Oraduate study in Gregorian Chant culmina-
ted in certification by the Inatitute.

From 1937 to 1953 the writer taught in parochial schools in Chicago,
Illinois, and in Pusblo, Delts, and Canon City, Colorado, From 1949 until
1953 she served her commmity in an administrative capacity as religious sup-
erior and principsl of St, Hilary's parochial school in Chicago. The author
is now on the fasulty of 8t. thqhsuu High School, Chicago, Illinols.

ii1




TABIE OF CONTENTS

Chapter

L.

II.

IIl.

V.

THE GIRL SCOUT MOVEMENT . . . « « ¢« « o

A, Early history in the United States .
B. Development in Chlomgo . . . . « « «

ORGANIZATIOR AND PURPOSE OF GIRL SCOUTING

ﬁuﬁrgmiﬂﬁiMa;a....-‘...
B'P\xrpo”.lc

THE CHURCH AND SCOUTING . « &+ ¢ + « o o

# % & 8 % 8 ¢ & & e s

L

-

[ 3

-

A. Endorsement by the Chureh + ¢ « « + « « &

B. Scout policies compared with Catholic principles
C. Attitude of Girl Scouting towards church affiliation

-

»

*

.

-

-

L

-

»

*« & @

mmommcmmmm.‘a....a-;.

A Development of Catholic Troops . . + ¢ »
B, Questionnaire vesults . . . + + « ¢ ¢« » »

EVALUATION AND RECOMMEMDATION . + + o o o o »
A. Does (irl Saouting fulfill its purpose? .

B. Do Catholic troops have a particular role?

c.m&uMicoooioga

*

L 4

» & & &

Bmmmm'toothlnnlnrouutind

APPENDIX o . « ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ s o o

iv

* 4 % ¢ & 8 8 s 4 B

L4

.

-

L

v @




vI.
Vil

IX.
X.

LIST OF TABIES

GROWTH OF GIRL SCOUT MEMBERSHIP . o o « o ¢« v 5 » »

TERRITORIAL REGIONS AND MEMBERSHIP, MARCH 31, 1953

GROWTH OF CATHOLIC TROOPS . . » « + ¢ « « ¢ o &«
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF MEMBERS . . « + « « o
RELIOION AND KINDS OF TROOPE . . ¢ « ¢« o o o o
REASONS FOR PREFERRING OPEN OR MIXED TROOPS . .
REASONS FOR PREFERRING CLOSED CATHOLIC TROOPS .

COMPARISON IN PER CENTS OF TYPES OF TROOPS PREFERRED

ORDER OF IMPORTANCE OF REASONS FOR PREFERMENTS
TABUIATION OF TROOP AGEBS . « « ¢ o » ¢ o o o »

-

*

LJ

L 4

.

L

L 4

.

- L)

.

-

* .

]

» L 4

OBSTACIES TO GROWTH OF SCOUTING « + + + o &« o » o o

Page

13
38

L2

&

L7
53




LIST OF FIGURES

Figure Page
’10 Omni’ation of u‘ﬁml Girl Soonting 5 % » 5 8 8 * s & & s & 11




CHAPTER I
THE GIRL SCOUT MOVEMENT

The 0irl Scout organization as it exists todsy is & constantly
growing and dynamic movement which sesks to sdjust itself to and to contrib-
ute its share to the changes inevitable in present day social 1life, It is
beneficial in many ways, not only to the individual member, but also to soci-
oty. For this reason, Scouting presents itself as the material form or basis
for supernatural Catholis Agtion for youth, as a fisld in which Catholics
should participate and whigh they must seek to impregnate and vivify with the
dootrine of the corporate action of man as members of the Mystical Body of
Christ. Under the doctrine of the Fatherhood of God, the sisterheod of the
Girl Scouts will attain its fullness of meaning,

In order to substantiate the principles and ideas of Girl Scouting
as expressed in the first three chapters, & questiomnaire was sent to the
Woftmwmmmorezﬂsmumwmmm
organizations in Chicago. The results are given and interpreted in Chapter
IV. This, in tum, serves as & basis for the evaluation and recommendstions
given in the final chapter.

A brief presentation of the history of the Scouting movement will
be necessary for an understanding of the organisation and purposs behind what

is known today as the Girl Scouts of the United States of America.
1
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A summary of the history of Girl Scouting must trace its beginnings
to ths work of Robert Baden-Powell of England, who was born on February 22,
1857, in londem, It was while Robert Baden-Powsll was stationed with the
Thirteenth Hussars in the British Army in India that he realized that his men,
although intelligent and academically well prepsred, were lacking in prastical
outdoor knowledge snd resourcefulnsss., He compiled a handbook entitled Aids
to Soouting, which he was surprised to find being used in schools for both
boys and girls the following ysar. He thereupon compiled Scouting for Boys,
and officially began organising Scouting in 1908,

At the first Boy Scout relly in 1909, there were approximately
elsven thousand bays in attendance ss well as many of their sistars.? Accord-
ingly, lord Baden~Powell enlisted his sister, Agnes Baden~Powell, to organise
a Scouting program for girls, This group becams known as the Oirl Guides, Inj
1912 Robert Baden~Powell married Olave St.Clair Soames, who undertook to fur-
ther Scouting work among girls,

Juliette Low, born in Savannsh, Georgia, on October 31, 1860,> be-
came acquainted with the Girl Guide movement in England in 1910, She was
wholly taken up with the purposes of the movement, and, after successfully
establishing three companies of Guides in England, Mrs. Low with her one copy
of the Girl Guide Handbook returned to her hame in Savannah, Georgia, where,

1 Hands Around the World, Catalog No. 20-421, Girl Scouts of the
U.8.4,, New York, 1913, 3.~

2 Idid,, 5
3 Ibid., 9.
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in 1912, she {mmediately formed the first troop of American Oirl Guides.
Their uniform was blus, as was that of the Oirl Ouides in England. For the
first yoar, leaders were called mistvesses.! But lirs. Low soon reslised that
there would have to be an American handbook with American ideals. According-
ly, with the help of Mr. W. J. Hoxis, a nature specialist, she brought cut by
1916 the first Amerioan handbok, How Girls Can Help Their Country.® It con-
tained not only the principles of Scouting as compiled by Lord Baden-Powell
but also the patrol system, & democyacy in both their educational and recres-
tional program, MNearmwhile, the Americsn (irl Scouts abandoned the English
blus in favor of & khakl wunifoyrm., Until the young national movement became
fimmly enough organised to oarry on itself, Mra, Low paid all its expenses.

In June 1913, Mrs. low opened the first National Headquarters of
the Oirl Soouts in Washingten, D,C. The Honorary National Comittes formed
at this time had members in Washington, New York, Gsorgia, Massachusetis,
Marylsnd, New Jorsey, Alsbams, and I1linois.® On June 10, 1915, the Gird
Scout orgsnisation was incorporated as & membership corxporation under the
Code of laws of ‘the Distriect of Colusbis.! In 1916, the home office was
moved to New York, where the organisation struggled and finally becams

4 Eatharine O. Wright, Oirl Scouting in the Grest Iakes Region
Girl Seoute Inoorperated, New York, s 00 ’

S Ibid.
6 Ibid.

7 Blus Book of Girl Scout Policies and Procedures, Catalog No.
19+501, Oirl Scoute of the U.S,A., Hew York, 191D, 5
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The growth of the Scouting movement might almost be called spectae-~
ular. It was "due to a spontanecus demand of commumity after community for
Soouting for girls, and not to deliberate propaganda on the part of national
headquarters., The reasons for it, therefors, are to be sought in the astivi-
ties and methods themselves, which make such widespread appul."
Mrs. low was indefatigable in her efforts to extend the influence
of Scouting. On April 13, 1913, she lectured in Chicago at the home of Miss
Jane Addams to the directors of Miss Addams' various charities, important
leadsrs and heads of schools and settlements,
The next day Mrs, low lestured st Hull Houss before one hundred
leaders of the Juvenile Protective Society. The lecturs was re-
ceived with almost breathless interest. Miss Addams asked Mrs.
Iow later if she had found it worthwhile to come, and was plaased
when Mrs. lLow told ber it mesnt sverything to her to have started
the movement under her suspices in Chioago and she hoped one day
that Miss Addams would write a letter endorsing Girl) Scouts and
that she would come in with them. Miss Addams replied: “I
wouldn't be a bit surprised if I did,"10

Chicago's first actual step came in 1920, when the Chiocago Council was organ~

ised.

World War I put great impetus to the growth of Oirl Scouting, for
it brought to the surface & latent need among young girls and women for chan-

nels through whioh they could f£it themselves for active citisenship, for

8 Wright, 0isl Soouting, L.

¢ 1. 8, Bryant, "Eduoational Work of the Girl Soouts®, U. 3.
Burean of Education Bulletin, XIVI, 1921, k. |

10 Wright, Oirl Soouting, 1h.
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participetion in the affairs of the community and of the nation, The Girl
Scout organization was meeting this need, and it grew in those years from
a membership of nine thousand in 1917 to forty~two thousand in 1919,11 Below
is the aopy of a chart showing the increass in membership froem January 1,
1918, to Jamary 1, 1921,12

TABIE I

GROWTH OF GIRL SCOUT MEMBERSHIP
ACTIVE REGISTRATIONS

January 1 | Officers Increase Seouts | Inorease| Total Increase

1918 1,04 8,155 95769

1919 3,823 2,509 | 36,847 | 28,392 | L0,670 | 30,901
1920 54357 1,53 | &,754 | 2h,907 | 67,111 | 26,
192 6,839 1,h82 83,025 | 21,27 | 89,864 | 22,753

Although there was little formal organisation of Scouting in
Illinois at the close of World War I, the Illinois Oirl Scouts during the war
had sold bonds (totalling $131,536) for the Fourth Iiberty loan Drive,
for ﬁﬁ.@h contribution they were awardsd fourteen madula.13

11 Girl Seou and the Gatholic Girl, Pamphlet No. 19«127, Girl
Scouts of the U.5.A,, Wew goﬂ:, Nede, 2

12 Bryant, "Educational Work", L,
13 Wright, Girl Scouting, 26.
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In 1920 the revised handbook, Scouting for Girls, was published.
It was a result of war pressures and showed a scmewhat military influence.
The mushroomelike growth of the movement (by January 1, 192k, the total reg-
istration of American GArl Scouts and leadsrs was 115,663)' as well as the
variation nf the original scheme vesulted in much discussion among the foun-
dars and the Scout leadsrs. lLord Baden-Powell emphasised that, through
Scouting, boys and girls could learn of their own desire rather than have
knowledge impressed upon them from the ocutsides it was to be democracy, not
diotatorship, in education.ld

The Scouting program was agsin revised in 1927, and all war activi-
ties were deleted. The year 1928 marked another change of uniform when the
girls stepped out of their khaki and donned the grey-green uniform still in

use,

memms&umntmmlﬁmwaﬁw
development program was inaugureted. Broadly speaking, the objective of the
plen was to0 increass membership from two hundred thousand to over five hundred|
thousand in five years and to put the national erganization, as distinguished
from the numerous local units, on a practically self-supporting basis. The
main program of Scouting was now grouped into four divisions: Programe,
Fleld, Persomnel, and Business,’S

1 Ibid., 37.
15 Ivid., 88

16 Genevieve G, Bwmdy, "Progress and Problems of Girl Scouting,
America, XLIZ, January 25, 1930, 380.
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The history of Soouting in Chicago shows intenss interest beginning
with the early twentiss. At ten o'clook on the momning of May 5, 1920, a
group of oivic minded women met together at the Women's City Cludb to initiats
& local Girl Scout Council for GW; The rapidly growing crganisation had
stimilated a great deal of inmterest throughout the ocountry, snd Chicago girls |
and women alike were eager to become a part of the great movement. Within a
fow weeks, comittees had been organiszed, the looal council established, and
the oonstitution and bty-laws approved. By fall, a Chicage office bhad been
established, In January, 1921, the first leadership training courses were be
ing offered.l? In 1922, Reglon VII, the Oreat Lakes Regiom, was defined, and
on February 15, 1931, the regional office was opened in Chicago. By 1933,
Region VIT had 52,916 registered 04rl Scouts,l®

macmtmeMmommmmmmmm. Ite
f4rst camp was held on the banks of the DesPlaines River in 1971, with an
attendance of 356 girls out of 1,17h registered Girl Scouts in Cook County.
By 1929, Chicago had four suumey camps in operation: | Juniper Knoll, ths reg-
ular camp for Oirl Scouts; Timber Trail, & primitive camp for older givls;
Palos Park, a«k_yundtroopom and another ocamp near Waukegan for girls
receiving swards in the form of camp privileges == "Camperships®. In this
same year, the looal Chioago charter was changed, and the jurisdiction of
the council was limited to the city of Chicago proper with the remainder of

17 of Gird 30%5.:1 Mimeographed sheet,
Council of Cathalic Women, tions nt, Chicago.

18 Ibid.




Cook County operating in independent units.

Girl Seouting in Chicago has made rapid strides forward since 1920,
showing & constantly inoreasing membership -~ both girl and adult. By July,
1953, in Chioago alons thay mmbered: Total Troops, 1,175; Total Adults,

7'3114! Total Scouts, 2&’993 ‘m’ 9,&03 Intermediste, 1)4,61&; Senior, |

139). %9 | |

At the present tine in Chiosgo, the Chicago Girl Scouts are under-
taking a $350,000 expansion program to obtain places and faoilities for the
Camping Program.?’ Such expansion is an imperstive necessity since the meme
bership enrollment has been increased by forty per cent since 1948.2

A secondary development in the history of Scouting is the organising
of the Brownie Seoute (girls from seven to ten ysars old) and Senior Scouts
(girls fram fourtesn through ssventeen years of age) as distinst from the Girl
Scouts or Intermediate group (girls from eleven to thirteen years old). In
1918, Mrs. Low published the first Brownle program book. Senior Girl Scouting
started with the insuguration of the Mariner Branch in 1935,

19 Information posted on bulletin board at local Girl Sgout
Headquarters, 37 S. Wabash, Chicago, July 7, 1953,

20 Chioago Sundsy Tribune, June 21, 1953, Part VII, 5.

195 21 Information obtained at Iocal Girl Scout Hsadquarters, July 7,
3.




CHAPTER IX

ORGANIZATION AND PURPOSB
OF OIRL SCOUTING

In the United States the Girl Scout organisation is a membership
corporation known as the Girl Seoute of the United States of America. The
corporation mezbers are thoss pesrsons eleoted Ly the various local councils
throughout ths country in preportion to the number of registered meabers un-
der the jurisdiction of those councils. Thess elscted delegates meet every
two years for a national convention at which time they elsct the National
Board of Directors and also decide upon the points of policy and procedure to
be stressed formnmmm.

The National Boaxd of Direotors is authorised to direct the busi~
nens of the corporation. This group meets twice a year to coordinate efforts,
Between meetings, an Executive Committee convenes monthly, exvept for July
and August, and is reaponsible for the pursuance of policy as determined at
the Nationsl Convention.

Plans of the Hational Council and its Board of Dirsctors are car-
ried out through the national headquarters office in New York City. Here the
various volunteer committees meet, and here also much of the administrative
work is done, partly with professional workers.
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The “relation of the different groups of workers, voluntesr and pro-
fessional, who make the National Organisation is shown in Figure 1. The en-
tire group must coordinate to acoamplish many tasks, Scme of thess are:
mmngmmuumamum;mmngm; supplying necessaxy
printed materials, such as directives, handbooks, periodicals; providing pube
lic relations sexrvices; producing films; preparing squipment such as uniforms,
camping sccessories, etc.j and deimﬁng the Girl Scout organisation with
other national or youth groups towards determining & procedure of action in &
particular situatien,

Working in conjunction with the Natiomal Council are twelve regiomal
conmittess, one for each of the twelve regions into which the United States s
divided. These regions are shown in Table II.l The information in the last
column of Table II was obtained at the office of the mational headquarters,
Chicago, on July 13, 1953, These regional committees are subccamittess of
the Field Committes, one of the commitiees of the National Organisation, and
have regional conventions in thoss years when the National Organization does
not convens.

The local Girl Scout councils are the final coordinators of the
national policy and procedure with the individual troops. They are composed
of adults representative of the various social and business interests in the
commumity, Besides electing the delegates to the National Council, these

1 Senier Girl 5 Catalog No, 20107, Girls Scouts of the
UsSeAs, New mgm%’%“
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local councils have many other duties such as: meking sure that meabership
opportunities are extended to all girls; helping te organige new troops; re-
cruiting and training volunteer leaders; maintaining high program standards;
developing publicity and public relations progrems; plamning and raising an
sdequate budget; cooperating with the community on matters relating to welfure|
of youth; providing professional help when needed; establishing and maintaine.
ing & camping program.?

It may happen in a rurel area that the community has no local Oirl
Scout Council, The leader of a troop in such a district must keep in direct
touch with the national hesdquarters and with the nearest.nationsl branch
office. Such & troop is called a Lone Troop and must have the support of a
Troop Committee consisting of at lsast three adulte,

The basic unit of organisation of Scouting is the troop. It con-
sists of & group of girls (usually eight to thirty-two, all about the same
sge) and their lesders. The troop is organized on either the "patrol system"
or the "cludb system™, although in the total picture the patrol type is more
common, Esch patrol leadsr sots as chaimman for her group, and in patrel
mestings the members make theipy own plans and alsc gontribute to the troop
program &s a whole. The weekly meeting (one and a half hours in length) is
80 divided that the girls spsnd about one~third of the time with their patrol
groups and the remainder of the time with the entire group. The patrol
leaders and other officers (Troop Scribs and Treasurer) together with the




TABIE II
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TERRITORIAL REGIONS AND MEMBERSHIP, MARCH 31, 1953

REGION NAME STATES MEMBERSHIP
I | New England Comnecticut, Mains, Massachu-| 172,593
setts, New Hampshire, Bhode
Island, Vermont
II | Hendrick Hudson | Canal Zons, New York, New 297,066
Jersey, Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands
III | Region III Delaware, District of Colume 232,631
bis, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Virginia
IV | Kenowva Kentucky, Ohio, W. Virginia 158,477
v | Dixie Alsbana, Arkansas, Louisiana,| 72,297
Mississippi, Tennessee
Vi | Julietie low Florida, Oeorgia, North and 95,0l
South Carolina
VII | Great Lakes Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 35L,587
‘ Wisconain
VIII | GCovered Wagon Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, Wyoming 156,477
IX | Cactus New Mexico, Oklshoma, Texas 105,391
X | Hiawatha Minnsaota, North Dakota, 58,293
South Dekota
XI | Pacific Northwest | Alasks, Idaho, Montana, 71,553
Oregon, Washington
XII | Big Tree Arisona, California, Guanm, 198,396

Hawail, Utsh, Nevada
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adult troop leader, act as a Oourt of Honor (exscutive camnittee) to make
mmtmmmmm,mmplmnmhudommaﬁm
that are sent to the Couxrt of Homor through the patrol leaders. In addition
to its members in attendance, the troop must have s committes of at least
thres adults upon whaz the troop leadsr may call for specisl assistance.’
Although the World Assoeistion of Girl Guides and Girl Soouts is
not of direct concern to this paper, it should at least be mentioned. It had
ite beginnings in 1919 when lady Baden~Powell organized the International
Gouncil of Girl Ouides and Oirl Sgouts composed of women who were to keep in
touch with the varicus countyies and give ndﬂ«andhnlp.h' The Association
was definitely formulated in 1928 and founded in 1930, It consists of nine
menbers selected frem cutstanding women of member countries., The over-all
purpose of the organisation is t¢ spread the ideal and the practice of self-
less good will and comradeship for others regardless of differences in na-
tionality, oreed, or class, As lord Baden-Powell expressed it
The need then is for & wider ocutlook and & understanding
and bappiness in the erld, Tais SIFit, tooy hks & Higher Ettri-

bute «- it is the spirit which ia essential for byinging about
M'gmmmwmmotmmmde
men,

The declared purpose of the (irl Scout crganisation is, as stated

a4rl So Pro Catalog No. 20=101
odrl Semml of the A% e : ’

L Hands Avound the World, Oirl Scouts, 12.
S Ibid., 17
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in the G4irl Scout Constitution, "to promote the virtues nfmnlwo&hv'mi
ing girls to recognise their obligations to Ood and country, to prepare for
duties devolving upon women in the home, in society and the State, and to
guide them in ways conducive 4o personal honor and the publis good”;S in sum-
mary, to train girls for citisenship in the broadest sense,

In sociologioal terms, the Qirl Scout tyoop is a true, voluntary,
sscondayy association sinos it exhibits the five necessary slsments of such
& group, namely, (1) a uniting intersst, (2) coopesration to obtain desirved
valuss, (3) definite allocation of functions smong members, (L) a comon set
of norus, and (5) tests of adnission.’

The first elsment, the uniting interest, is surely the desire of
the girl for wholescme companionship with her own age group. Many a small
mmutfnmhmummwm The schoolroom atmos-
phere and snviromment are largely ereated by the personality of the teacher.
The growing girl longs for a plase of her very own, where she can be herself,
and where she can do the things she wants to do. The Girl Scout twroop ful-
£ills this need hecause "1t is the girl's om oreation, founded and managed
by her in cooperation with comyrades of hermm."a Here the girl finds
security. "FProbably the devastating emotion for a child is that of feeling

6 Julistte Low, "0irl Scouts as an Educational Force”, U,3. Buresu
of Educstion Bulletin, XXKIII, 1919, 3. -

7 E. 7, Hller WNW&MWS !’m&m
Row !’ark, 19&73 2h7i ' ’

8 Juliette low, “Girl Scouts", 3.
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wnwanted, not aseful, and not belonging to some person or a group."? But in
her Ssout troop the girl is & very definite part of her patrol and of her
troop. Futhermore, Scouting provides a program which includes prectically
every ocoupation known to be popular mmong girls. %A sense of cohesion and
oomradeship is supplied by the patrol, which is small enough to give scops
tarthummﬂ.m

Cooperation in Scouting is fundamental for the attainment of the
very many values it offers. In all three age group troops, the girls them-
selves assist in planning the progrem they will follow. Here, as in all
plaming, cooperation is the keynots., Neither nesting, nor game, nor merit
badge class, nor camping trip, nor sctivity of any kind will susceed without
the cooperation of sach girl in carrying out the plans as determined by the
majority vote. o

Bvery person has a right to express his opinion, to vote for what
he wants, and has & respmsibility for cayrying out the undertakings
that are planned. It also means that people whose ideas and opinions
are different from curs should be respectsd and have their share in
the progras, sven if they are in the minority,ll

In regard to the slement of funotion, 1t can be gaid that each girl
finds and f£1ills her plaee. mmmmummummmw

place, The assumption is that esch child definitely has somsthing to contrib-

9 Mrs, V. E. Magy, "0irl Scouting <~ A Preventative Against Future
Delinquensy”, National Elementery Prinsipals, IXIII, Decesber, 19L3, 12.

10 Genevieve G. Byady, "Things That I Missed", Commonweal, XIXI
Deceaber 10, 1930, 1SS. ! e

11 0irl Scout Handbook, Intermediate, 22.
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ute to the group, whether it be & particular talent or personality trait,
which will make of the troop s complets and selfesustaining social unit.

The norms common to Girl Sgouts are clearly stated in the Girl
Scout Promise and in the ten Girl Sgout laws. There is a special manner in
which two 0irl Scouts shake hands, and the procedures and principal ceremonies
are explainsd in the book of ceremonies.l? The behavier of a Girl Scout is
expected to conform to theme norms as well as to the rules of ordinayy cows-
tesy. Controls at ths troop meetings are the reactions of fellow-Scouts and,
if necessary, some action on the part of the Court of Honmor.

Inevitably in a group of thirty-two young people, the clash of
character will be quickly apparent. Somewhere is bound to arise
the boss who, under pretence of helping others, seeks to impose
her will. The potential sneak, the coward, the slovenly girl
and the supersensitive will make their influence easily felt.
Where they threstsn the peace of this mall scciety or fall to
take advantags of its benefits, they become subjeot for discus-
alon by the court of honor. Ifhry'wmum“muiuzor
the comfort of her companiems, the most tactful member of the
court may take her aside for a pointed talk, If Helen Jonss is
so shy that she is beooming a butt for the others, the court may
decide to give her & responsible plece of work or perhiaps a good
part in & play. . . A girl has 1o be objectionable in & serious
way before expulsion from the treop iz considered. Girl Scouting
amm%ammwm,wmqmawlumam«-
failure.

In regard to controls at camp, Mason found that the two principal ssnotioms
in common use at girls' camps are loss of honors and loss of privileges, loss
of honors being the more effective. Also, a conference with a counselor rated

12 Book of Ceremonies for Girl Scouts, Catalog No., 20-643, Girl
Scouts of the UCH,AL; New York, n.d.

13 Brady, "Things That I Missed", 155-156.




18

high for effectivensss among the girl capermn‘

Finally, tests of adnitiance are very explisitly atated in the re-
airements given in the Handbook for becoming a Scout in any one of the three
classes of Wp..ls The Handbook also states the requirements for advancing
from ons class to another within the troop itself,

In accordance with the stated purpose of ths Oirl Scout movement of
[training girls to recognise their obligations to God and Country, to prepare
For duties devolving upon women in the home, in seciety and the state,"16 the
Poouts have a proficiency badge program. By this program the Scouts may ex-
blore many specific fields eof interest, acquire some degree of skill in them,
fnd obtain merit badges in those fields. As explained in an educational
pulletin:

So closely is learning interwoven with doing that to the Girl Scount
herself all the ascout activities are "just play". To ths observant
educator, the fundamsntals of citisenship, good health, and commun-

ity spirit are implanted through the natural ambition of the Oirl

Scout to strive for preficienay badges and scout honors,l?

Fhe sducational program of (Girl Sceuts supplements and strengthens the educa~
lonal efferts of both the home and the school. The troop meetings might be
ed laboratory courses in the school of living., Proficiency badges are

pffered in eleven different fields: Agriculture, Arts and Crafts, Community

1y Bernard S, Masen, Camping and Educatiom, McCall Company, New York,

1930, 9h.

15 Oirl Scout Handbook, Intemsdiate, 6, 20, L6, 52, 503.
16 Ilow, "Girl Scouts”, 3.

17 Ibid,
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Iife, Health and Safety, Homemsking, International Friendship, Literature and
Dramatics, Music and Dancing, Nature, Out-of-Doors, and Sports and Cames, To
earn her Secend Class Badge, a girl must complete one of the suggested activi~
ties in each of these eleven fields. This will introduce her to each field,
and she can determine whers her principal interests lle. Then she will spe-
oialize to a degree in working fer later badges, which are to soms extent re-
stricted to particular age or sgholastic grade levelsa, Requirements for the
First Class Badge include the eaming of twelve badges, of which four to six
are chosen from ons program field and the remainder from other fields. This
undoubtedly tends to develop a life interest or a hobby, which in our day is
80 valuable for a profitable use of leisure time, or it may point out to the
Scout the career in 1life for which she is most fitted.
A second educational ia.lm of Scouting and closely allied to the

first is its contribution to charscter training and personality development.

It 1s soclety -~ contacts, association, people ~- which . ., .

acts upon, moulds, Bhapes, fashions the crude material of the

infant, into an acceptable, normal human adult. . . . In short,

the kind of pesrsonality we attain depends on the number and kind

of our associations,18
Making the many contacts they do in commection with their Scouting, the girls
cannot help but learn how teo get along with others and thus become trained in
the soclal amenitlies so necessary for good soclal adjustment, Also:

The court of honor is invaluable for the development of character,

sound Jjudgment, tolerunce, and self-criticism., . . it must shoulder

the burden of maintaining the standards of the organisation. . .

It is unrivaled training in character discermment, kindness, pa-
tience, and good temper. IYou can't serve on a court of honopr -

18 Mason, Camping and Education, 39.
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and all Oirl Scouts serve on one scmstime — without learning to ana~

lyse motives and moods., Girl Secouting opens the mind to the mysteries

of human psychology and the dslights of human friendship, in much the

:?am%da:b::ug'gndy opens ons's eyes and ears to the besauties o
In another article the sams author states: "If we demand that all owr members
do & good deed a day, it is not for the purpose of turning out little pattsrns
of virtue, but of making the girls ssarch themselves ~- at first often vainly
-~ for some signs of altrulsm or interest in othsra.“zo This spirit of altrmu~
ism 18 fostered to a great sxtent by the example of the Soout leaders and com-
mittee members, all of whom veluntarily give their time and effort to produce
good human relationships in an enviromment of courtesy and humor and develop a
vigorous interest in the every-day work at hand. Just how is it that the
lemrﬂnmmlmmMﬂ The lsader will be primarily a person whe
1ikes chudrunmunmummwzwwmmmw. The handbook
for the Brownie leader®’ has a chapter on child psychalogy entitled "Browniss
Are Children®, and in the secend book,2? Chapter Seven is entitled "0irls'
Interests and Needs"., Thess are both very helpful and practical in that they
give examples of handling seme bshavier problems,

Out-of-deors living is included as an integral part of Scouting.

19 M, ”m That I “’-m", 155, 1560

20 Genevieve (0. Brady, "Girls Scouts", Catholic World, CXXXIV,
November, 1931, 213,

21 leader's Quide to the Brownie Scout Program, Catalog No. 20-502
Girls Scouts of the U.8.k,, New York, 1950, 28~SL. ’

22 % of 0irl Scout Inumduu %P' Catalog
No. 20"115, Girls Qf E . e m%
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The National Pelicies has this to say in regard to camping:
Girl Scout csmping is the Girl Scout program in & camp situation,
emphasising outdoor living, The Girl Scout organization belisvea
that camping is one of the most effective means for ascomplishing

the objectives for which Girl ngting exists and therefore should
be made availsble to all girls,23

The enjoyment and snlargement of interest gained through the camping experi-
ence can hardly be wer-nhd. A,ﬁ.er his study of girl campars' reactions to
their camping pesriod, Mason fmnd that approximately sixty per cent of the
girls thought that the phase of camping which meant most to them was the for-
mation of friendships; the next highut. choica of things leamed at camp
(about twenty-one per cent) was how to get along with peoplo.ah Nearness to
the world of nature, its beauties and its wonders leave a lasting impression
upen the adolescent girl., later in lifs, incidents will recall these tucked-
awsy mexmories, and they will becoms, as they once were, a source of hidden
strength and happiness,

In ordsr to ensure a smeoth rumning of the camping and the out-of~
doors programs, those in charge have the assistance of a handbook®> which
details safety devicses and safety measures, Thus, the Scouts acquire hablts
of safety as part of their daily living.

A third educational phase of Scouting is the preparation it gives
to its members for their adsptation to and acceptance of the cultural pattemm

23 National Polioies, 0irl Scouts, 15.
2k Mason, Camping and Edwation, L7.

25 Safety~Wise, Health and Safety of Girl Scouts, Cataleg No. 19-
502, Girls Scouts of the U.5.X,, New York, 1950.
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of the sociefy in which they live. Reference has already been mads to the
training for democratic living given by Scouting in that the troop offers a
miniature democracy in action "ruled by the girls themselves under the guid-
ance of a self-effacing captain who is the only adult in this small vorld."26
The girls also learn to appreciate the work nseded about them in their com-
munity through their Community ILife program and by freely giving of their ser-
vice when and where possible, This phase of service was already evident
during World War I, when the Scouts gave valuable agssistance during the influ.
enza epidmie.ﬂ Today individual Scouts do volunteer work in day nurseries,
hospitals, offices, musemns, and even as ranger aides, A final service de-
serving of mention is that of the personal influence of the Scouts themselves.
Although the following excerpt was written years ago it is still relevant:

At the present moment the most effective public-service work that

Girl Scout troops are doing is the Americanization work. Not only

in big cities but wherever there is a mill, a factory, or a mine,

where foreign laborers live apart from the life of the Amsrican

camunity around them, Girl Scouts are finding that they can be

of -ggvico in bridging over the gulf of ignorence and misunderstand-

ing:

Judging by the records of both the enrollment and the valuable

mental, physical, and social work done by Scouting, one must conclude that

Scouting fulfills definite funotioms in the American pattern of life.

26 Brady, "Things That I Missed", 155,
27 1low, "0irl Scouts as an Educational Force", 6-7.
28 Ibid., 8.




CHAPTER III
THE CHURCH AND SCOUTING

Thus far, in this discussion of Girl Scouting, no relation has been
established between Socuting and religion. TYet, the encouragmaent of a re-
ligious affiliation en the part of its members ls one of the basic pelicies
of the Girl Scout Mﬂﬁm "As a nonsectarian, charscter~building
agency, the Girl Scout organisation cooperates with religious greups of all
faiths in the use of its program. . . The Girl Scout organiszation recognises
that, in offering the vital powsr of religion, religicus institutions can
help deepen and strengthen the movement."l

In order to understand the relationship that can and should exist
between the Caﬂzonc Church and the Girl Scouts it is necessary first of all
to know the religious policies of the Girl Scout organisation. The booklet
entitled National Policies states:

Baligiwa Policies
Belief
The Girl Scout movement is open to girls of all faiths, The force
behind Girl Soouting, which gives life and meaning to the program,
is a spiritusl one, The erganisation believes that a basic neces-
sity for the development of good charscter and sound citizenship

is the recognition of God and one's responsibility to Hin. Thie
belief is expressed in the Girl Scout Promise,

1 Girl Groups, Catalog No. 19«128, Oirl
Scouts of the U.S. .l‘.‘,‘%‘ﬁ& %T ’ ) ’
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Policies
1, Through its program, the Girl Scout movement encowrages and helps
girls to become better members of their own religious group; but it
recognises that religious instruction is the responsibility of parents
and religious authorities,
2. Vhen a Girl Scout troep is sponsored by a religious group, it is
the responsibility of the leader to see that each girl of a different
faith who wishes to join the troop has the written consent of a parent
or guardian.
3. local Girl Scout groups are required to consider varying religious
opinions and practices in choosing general meeting places, in select-
ing dates, in making group menus, in providing opportunitiea for camp-
ers to attend religious services, and in planning so that program
activities do not conflict with religious observances.?

That Girl Scouting was intended to bs a support to our religious
heritage was mads quite clear by the fact that en Maych 27, 191}, just two
years after the organisation of the first Girl Scout treop in the United
States Mrs. Julliette Low, the foundress, called upon Cardinal Gibbens of
Baltimore and discussed the Oirl Scout program with him asking his permission
to organise troope in Catholis settlement houses in the Archdiocese of Balti-
more, The Cardinal gave his full approval to the proposed prn:!ect.3

- At abeut the same time, the Girl Scout organigation had asked Car-
dinal Hayes to suggest a representative Catholic woman to serve on its Board
of Directors., Hs recommended the lats Mrs. Willism J. Macouley, then Mrs.

Nicholas F. Brady, and ahe was appointed to the Beard en June 12, 11571.9.h
Mrs. Bredy made personal calls upon the four Ameriscan Cardinals -~ Cardinsl

Hayes of New York, Cardinal 0'Comnell of Boston, Cardinal Dougherty of

2 Natiomal Policies, 13
Oirl Sceuting and the Catholis Girl, 2-3.
Ibid. ) ho
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Philadelphia, and Cardinal Mundelein of Chioago -— and upon many archbishops
and bishops, and other members of the clergy. Cardinal Hayes, the first one
on whem she ealled, responded by endorsing Girl Scouting in 1919, and by
reccmmending to the Department of Soclal Action of the National Catholic Wel-
fare Council that they give encourmgement to Catholic participation in Girl
Samﬁag.s
Personal recognitien of the promotion work done by Mrs. Brady came

on January 8, 1926, when Pope Plus XI gave her the Apestolic Blosalng.é later
on, in that seame year, after the Eucharistic Congress in Chiocago in whisch the
Catholic Girl Scouts had participated, Cardinal Hayes wrote to her:

I have always been a supporter of the [Girl Scout] movement, and my

experisnce last sammey during the Eucharistic Congress strengthened

my conviction of the valus of the work. I hope this coming year

you and your coworkers will have great success in developing the

movement in all the parishes of the Archdiocese. I recommend the

development of this work to all the clergy and religious, I hope

they will find it & valuabls addition to their church and ashool

sctivities, Ve will meed many Catholic women to be leadsrs of these

girls, and I trust the ¢all to them to serve the youth of this Arch-

diocese will not go unheeded.?

Finally, the American branch of the Girl Seouting movement was

again brought te the attentien of His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, snd on December
27, 1929, he sent his pentifical blessing to the Catholic Girl Sceuts and

thely lesaders with these wordas:

5 Ivid., k.

m—

6 Fassimile of Blesaing seen during personal interview with Miss
Elsanor ‘Schlitt of National Headquarters Office in Chicago, July 16, 1953.

7 %Secial Service Digest: Catholic Gir) Scouta", Catholic Charities
Rgu", XVII, June, 1933, 178.
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We cordially impart Our Apostelic Benediction to the "Catholic Oirl
Scouts of America® praying our lord to bless them and their Direc-
tress, the Duchess Genevieve Brady, who with se much seal watoches
over them, and by means of seund physical exercises, suitable to
m ladies, contributes se much to their moral and spiritusl wel-

To summarisze, it may be said that the Girl Scout organization is
ethically sound and in no way cenflicting with the dectrine of the Catholie
Church. This is evident by the hearty support given it by ths Holy Father,
by the four American Cardinals, and the great majority of the hierarchy. Girl
Scouting is non-ssctarian, but "it is non-sectarian in the best sense, which
is to say that it believes in the ssctarianism of the established ohurches . .
« It does encourage every girl to be a better msmber of her own church of
whatever denomination that may be."’

In order to understand better the clear-cut endorsement and approval
of Girl Scouting by the Cathalic Church, it would be well to draw a parallel
between some of the basic beliefs and principles of Scouting and similar Cath-
olic principles, Coincidentally, just four days after bestowing his Apostolic
Blessing upon the 0irl Scouts of America, Pope Pius XI gave to the whole world
his encyclical on the Christian Education of Youth., In this, as well as in
the encyclical of Pius XII on the Mystical Body, there are phrases which teo

some degree find a response in the natiomal policlies of the Girl Scouts. The

comparison follows:

8 Girl Scouting and ths Catholic Girl, 1.
9 Brady, *0irl Scouts", 213-21L.




Progressive activities in broad
fields of interest are suggested for
sach of the age levels. Thase ac~
tivities offer variety and cholce,
they lead to new interests and heb-
bies, and they make pogsible the
development ef skills,l10

In small groups Girl Sceuts
have an opportunity to develep in-
dividually and to lsarn to work
with others,10

The force bshind Girl Ssouting,
which gives life and meaning to the
program, is a spiritual one, The
organisation belisves that a basic
necessity for the development of
good charscter and sound citisen~
ship is the recognition of and
cne's responsibility to Him,

Race, religien, national heri-
tage, or economic status shall be
no barrier to membership in
Girl Scout organisation.

The Girl Scout erganisation
believes in cooperative plaming
for social welfare. Girl Scouts
are pledged to active membership
in the cmnnit y the country,
and the world.l

10 kﬁim Pﬂlmﬁ'g Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., 9, 9, 13, 12, 11.

11 Pius XI, "Christian Eduoation of Youth," Thres Great Encyeli-
oﬂ-ﬂ, The Paulist Pm.. Hew xﬁ*, 1931, 67’ 39, MO

12 The Mystical Body of Christ, The America Press, New York, 1943,

L2, 9-10.
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It is no less nscessary to direct
and watch the education of the adoles-
cent . « » providing cccasions for
good in his recreations and secial in-
tercourss.

Education ia essentially a aoeial
and not a mere individusl activity,ll

VWhatever a Christian does even in
the order of things of earth, he may
not overloek the supernmatural; indeed,
he must, according to the teaching of
Christian wisdom, direct all things
towards the supreme good as to his
last oml-u

« » +» but the love of the Divine
Spouse is so vast that it embraces in
His Spouss the whole human race with-
out exception. Men may be ssparated
by nationality and race, but our Savior
poured out His blood to reconcile all
men to God through the cma,andto
bid them all unite in ene Body. 12

¢ « « in the Church the individual
members do not live for themselves
alons, but also help their fellows,
and all work in mutual collaboration
for their common comfort and for the
nore gorfect building up of the whole
Bedy.12
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Obviously, there is no confliot of principles, although it is just as obvious
that the doctrine and principles of the Catholic Church vivify, enlighten,
strengthen, and warm the basic ideals of the (irl Scout organisation.
Two examples will serve to clarify this last statement. First,
Seouting proposes, briefly, to develop in youth those virils qualities that
make the geod and mtﬂl‘ citisen, imparting just enough military discipline
to give stamina to his charsoter, What Scouting seeks to do on the natural
level the Sacrament of Confirmation dees on the supernatural by a cultivation
of the graces it bestows,
. + « [B]couts are reminded that they ought to be the Bishop's Light
Cavalry, since he has enrolled them in his army by conferring upon
them this sacrament, and that, therefore, they should bear the stand-
ard of Christ into society, breaking down the barriers of prejudice
and opposing the omslaughts on pagan vice.l3
A second example is the supernatural cnmlment the Catholic Girl
Scout gives to the part of her Scout Promise, "te help other people at all
times," To the Catholic (irl Scout this means that she is obliged to social
service, to becoms another Christ through the Christ-life that is hers, te
imitate Christ, Who "went abeut doing good."ll
Certainly the Scout laws which the Catholic Girl Scout has promised
to obey demand the same qualities that promote the life of Christ within her:
henor, loyalty, helpfulness, friendliness, courtesy, obedience. Each good
act performed in her role as a Scout is, she knows, an extension of the king-

13 "The Cisca Plan", Orate Fratres, St. Jehn's Abbey Press
Collegeville, Minnesota, X, December | 233"1?33: Pe ’

lll. ‘Ou, 10, 38.
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dom of Christ in the world. She has become in spirit at lesast, a lay apestls
in the work of Catholic Action, which "must evolve from Catholic life just as
soon as the childts natural life has developed into a oonscious personality.
+ « « Catholic Action, therefere, is a natural flowering and maturing of
Catholic 1ife,"15

Although the following words of Pope Pius XI were not spoken with

reference to Scouting, yet the trus 0Oirl Scout fulfills them:
 The true Christian does not renounce the activities of this life,
he does not stunt his natural faculties; but he develops and per-
focts them, by coordimating them with the supernatural. He thus
encbles what is merely natural in life and secures for it new
strength inthcuuﬂﬁmdmpomlmr,mhnwinm
spiritaal and eternmal,

Outside the realm of theory, Girl Scouting places definite emphasis
on recognition of church affiliations and "it imposes an obligation to refer
individual Girl Scouts to thelr parents or to clergymen of their ewn faith for
answers to their questions about religion and guidance in their devotiecn."17

In the first place, the Girl Scout erganization issues directives
for organizing a church-sponsored troop in two ways, either as merely a
friendly gesture on the part of the church in permitting the troop to meet

there, or by identifying the troop with the sponsering institution.18 Since

15 The Social Problem, Book IV, The Mystical and Social
Justice, St. John's Abbey Fress, Collegevilie, ota, 1938, 39.

16 "Christian Education of Youth," 70.

17 Girl Scout and ous Groups, Catalog No. 19-132x, Girl
Scouts of the U.S.A, ,?:';i %ﬁ,&m‘" ’

18 0irl Soeuting and Religious Groups, 194k, 6-7.
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this troop sponsership by a religlous institution is censidered very desir-
able, directions are given also for establishing this sponsership on a sound
basis by setting forth the responsibilities of both the council and the spon-
soring organisation, the relation of church to the Scout program, ways of
meintaining good public relatioms, means of considering all faiths in council
planning (a3 in intertroop activities, camping program, attituds toward reli-
glous gwards), and, lastly, facts that should be known about the three major
religious greups - Protestant, Catholic, and Jewlsh, ~~ to make plamning most
arf.potivo.” In order to forestall any narrowmess or provincialism, the Scout
program has &s one of its policies: "When a troop is composed of members eof
one national heritage, econamic, racial, or religicus group, provision must be
made so that girls in sach a troop will have opportunities to meet other Girl
Scouts in & varisty of activities,”20

Secondly, in order te avoid any conflict between Scout activitles
and the celebration of religious feasts, the Oirl Scout Hational Office pub-
lishes a calendn'ﬂ which indicates the religiocus practices as well as the
varicus dates of the important religious festivals observed by the Protestant,
the Catholic, and the Jewish churches. It would be well to mention alsc at
this time that the ceremony of “Sceuts' Own", which is sometimes misunderstosd
to be a substitute for religious services, is rcglly not se; rather it is a

19 Working With Religious Groups, Catalog No. 19-126x, Girl Scouts
of the U.S.A., Hew York, 1950, O=i7e

20 National Policies, 12,
21 Working With Religieus Groups, 16-23.
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gatharingaf'éomutommmduphaunm ideals and ideas contained in
the Oirl Scout Promiss and Laws.?? nis kind of gathering is usually held at
camp or when girls from several treeops meet on an oscasion calling for a dig-
nified and inspirational preogram,

Further exsmples of church affilistion are provided by two mimeo-
graphed pnbl.tqntim:” the "Imkting Ceremony for Girl Scouts in the Cath-
olioc Church,” and a list of eight points headsd, "What the Bishop Might Like,"
with a parallel columm headed "What the Oirl Scout Council Might Do to Camply
With These Wishes". These, again, are reccmmendations only, since sach leader
is expscted to accommodate her troop to the cultural pattern of the environ-
ment. Also, a praysrbook is published for the use of Cathwlic Oirl Sconta.zh

A final 1llustration of the relationship between the Catholic Church
and Scouting can be feund in the retreats and days of recellection sponsored
by the Archdiecesan Council of Catholic Women, In 1931 this Council pledged
Cardinal Mundelein that they would provide anmusl retreats for all Catholie
04rl Scouts.25 These retreats, besides renswing the supematurel motivation
for the Scoute, have also resulted in the ~3t=rm of soms lapsed Catholics,26

Since this chapter is cmidering the Scouting movement principally

22 Blus Book of Girl Scout Policies, 12.

23 Obtained at the Council of Catholic Women Office, 506 S, Wabash,
Chicago, August, 1952,

2l Rev, Joseph Fischer, Manual of Devotion for Catholic Girls in
Scouting, P, J. Kenedy & Sens, New York, 1906, ‘

25 Information contained in the 1943 Report of the Counoil of
Catholic Wamen to Cardinal Stritch; obtainable at the C.C.W. office,
26 Statement of Miss Eleanor Schmitt, personal interview.
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in terms of the Catholic Church, it can safely be stated from evidence here
presented that the Giil Scout program offers to Catholic girls a material
framework upen which they may build attitudes conformable to those of the lay
apostolate of Catholic Action, By their supernatural charity in service to
others, Catholic 0irl Scouts can help restore all things in Christ.




CHAPTER IV
CATHOLIC TROOPS IN CHICAGO

At the beginning of Chapter III of this paper, mention was made of
Juliette Low's visit with Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore in March of 191l and
of his appreval of her project of organising Girl Scout troops in settlement
houses in the Archdiecese of Baltimore. This was the initial step in the
history of Cathelic Girl Scouting.

In 1918, the editor of America decided to study the recreational
programs offered to American girls by various national organisations.’ A
thorough snalysis of their aims and activities comvinced him that, in theory
at least, Girl Scouting was the program best suited to Catholic needs. Cath-
olics, however, had never officially cooperated in the movement; so, anxious
to have Scouting tasted from every angle, he succeeded in having a Catholic
lsywoman appointed to s place on the Board of Directors. Girl Scout head-
quarters gave every facility for a full investigation. Various policles and
programs were studied. As a result, an office of Catholic promotion with
consultation secretary was established at National Headquarters. It was like-
wise decided that each local council should assume responsibility for
out the national policies, and that, where local interest justified it, a
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Cathelio fieid captain was {9 be appointed to the staff of the local council,

In 1919, when all the peints of policy and procedure had been ad-
Justed teo the mutual satisfastioen of the Catholic and other members of the
Girl Scout Beard of Directors, Cardinal Hayes of New York was approached for
his formal approval to the Girl Scout program. In April, 1920, the first
Catholic Girl Scout troop in the Unitsd States was organised by the Cardinal,
whe was &t that time Archbishop of New York and recter of 5t. Stephen's
Church. The troop was mads up of the girls in the eighth grade of the pero-
ohial school,?

Girl Scouting took root in Catholic circles, and it spread raepidly.
By 1931, there were seventy-five Catholic troops in New York alone; in 1933
anmhnndmdolmmmm;hmdinwmmmmateulafm
hundred forty-five Catholic troeps in Hew York.>

Two further studies of Girl Sceuting were made in the thirties,
particularly in regard to its effectiveness as & means of character develep~
ment. Ae a result, Reverend Rebsrt Brewn was appointed as liaison efficer
bstween the Youth Department of the N. C. W. C. and Girl Scouts, Incorpors-
ted. A National Advisory Committee conmected with the Girl Scout Natienal

2 “Immer Forum; Twentieth Anniversary of the Establishment of thas
First Catholic Girl Seout Troop in the United States", Commonweal, XXXIX,
April 26, 19ho, 28.

3 K. M, Corcoren, "Girl Sceuts Organisation", Catholic School
Journal, XXXI, July, 1931, 265. ‘ ’

8 L "Social Service Digest", Catholic Charities Review, XVII, June,
1933, 178.
S "Inner Forum", Comsonweal, XXXII, 28.
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Office was also organised, composed of Catholic laywomen from esch of the
twelve regional Girl Scout areas and appointed with the approval and consent
of the Ordinary of their respective diaceua.ﬁ

Chicago had not waited for this event, however, to begin Catholic
Girl Scout activitiss. Already in April, 1925, a Catholic troop composed of
twenty-thres girls of the fifth and sixth grades had been organised at St.
Luoy's parochial school under the leadership of Miss Eleanor Sohmitt.! Other
parishes became interested, and parish troops begun so that by 1932 there
were seventesn Catholic Girl Scout treops. Membership in these troops grew
aohmthtmhadnwu-utyrogiatmdmmm |

Mrs, Frederick Bredy, then National President, came to Chicago with
Alice B, Carney, Chairman of qunity Relations, After investigation and
discussion, it was decided that troops with a very large membership would have
to bs divided into mmaller treops. But this presented the problem of finding
places for the newly created troops to hold their meetings. Consequently,
Miss Carney and Jirs, Joln V., Bremner conferred with Bishop Sheil and received
his endersement. He would urge the pastors within the diocess to be recep-
tive to the movement, The Bishep then appointed a Catholic Relations Field
Captain who would be conneoted with the Catholic Charities and who weuld
oarry the large share of the burden of promotien, training, and public rela-
tions,

Meanwhile, the division of troops was worked out, and between 1933

6 "Catholic Advisory Committee for Girl Scouts Helds First Meet-
ing", Catholic Action, XXV, January, 1943, 12,

7 Statement of Eleanoxr Schmitt, personal interview,
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and 193k, du; both to this division and to promotion work, twenty-ene new
troops were formed,

In February of 193k the Council of Cathelic Wemen took over the
sponsorship of the Catholic Oirl Sgeut movement for the Archdiccese of
Chicago: At this time Mrs, Jehn B, Bremner, Chairman of Catholic Relations
of the Girl Scout organisation, noted® that it was the expressed wish of
Cardinal Mundelein that every Catholic woman in the Archdiecese be a member
of the Council of Catholic Women of Chicagoes She then pointed out that,
since the promotion of Cathelic Girl Scouting was an integral part of the
Council, it would be beneficial beth to the women as well as to the movement
to take part in the Sceuting program. At this time the Maryland Asseciation
of Education and the New York State Regents Board were granting college
credit for completing a gourse in training for Scout leadership.

A Day of Recollection was given en April 29, 193k, by Reverend ¥,
A. Pinnegan, 8. J., Dean of Loyela University, at St. Joseph's Home for Work-
ing Girls. As had bsen previocusly announced, it was for Scout leaders sand
for any women interested in the Scout movement.’ It was hoped that a number
of the employed wemen would beoome interested in Girl Scouting, and this did
prove to be one of the results. Some of the women subsequently gave finencial
assistance to girls who wished to make retrsats and who would otherwise have

been unable to do so.

193k 8 *"Scouting for Cathelic Girls", Hew World, Chicago, February 23,
93k.

9 "Treining Courses and Retreat, New Work of Girl Scout Leaders”,
New World, Chicago, April 13, 193k.
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In”Fobmxy, 1935, the Ciscal® organization in Chicago was also con~
tacted as a source of possible lsadership.

The first one-day retxeat for Catholic Girl Scouts was held on July
1, 193k, with a city-wide attendance at the Convent of ths Sacred Heart in
Lake Forest, Other retreats were given, but it soon became impossible to ac-
comnodate all who wished to attend. Retreats were then held for mmaller
groups of troops at local centers. In 19LL, eight three~day retreats were
conducted and were attended by twelve hundred girls, while six hundred more
girls had to bs rejected dus to lack of housing facilities. Provision was
made for eleven retreats to be conducted the following m.u 'At present,
the Chicago office of the Couneil of Catholic Women encourages individual
troops and, where possible, & few troops within a district to participate to-
gethey in either a day of resollesction or in a retreat, dspending upon the age
group of the Scouts and alse upon the circumstances, It is ne longer posaible
or practical to attempt a city-wide retreat.

The history of Catholic Gix_'l Scout troops in Chicago is a record of
great growth and activity, 7Tsble III shows this growth as compliled from the
annmual reports sent to the Caxdinal by the Chicago office of the Council of
Catholic Women. No data were available for the final item in the last two
columns of Table III.

Since, as was shown in the preceding chapter, Girl Scouting has re-

10 Cisca: Chicago Inter-Student Catholie Action.

11 Information obtained from the files of the Chicago office of
the Council of Catholic Wemen, July, 1953.




TABIE III

GROWTH OF CATHOLIC TROOPS
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YEAR

TROOPS IN CHICAGO | GIRLS IN CATH. TROOPS | CATH. GIRLS IN OTHERS

1942 10 3330 153
1943 8l 3840 -
19L) 101 5000 1000
1945 3 6000 4000
1946 n | 6160 1000
TROOPS IN ARCHDIQCESE
1947 290 . 75 3800
1948 328 8883 3650
1949 352 9235 3098
1952 LL3

ceived such a high social vating and definite sndorsement by the Catholic
Church, and because it has had an almost phenomenal growth in the United
States, it is most fitting to determine whether or not today!s txvops of
Girl Scouts astill aim to carry out ths general purpose of Scouting: i.e.,

to train girls for citizenship in the broadest sense. m;minmgm
mentioned in the Chapter II as being threefold, namely, acquiring inowledge
of the physical and aesthetical world ty means of a proficiency badge system,
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character training and personality development breught about by group inter-
course, and learmning to adapt onsself to society. Obviously the first two
types of training are accomplished through the ordinary troop astivities. The
adaptation to soclety can be developed through many and varied methods. This
type of activity, then, requirea some special investigation.

A questiomnaire was sent out to two hundred and fifty lesaders of
0irl Seout troeps under Catholic sponsorship. Sponsers are, in most cases,
the women's societies in comneotion with the parvchial school. Three princi-
pal topios were treated in the questionnaire.)’ These topics are: (a) the
type of membership in regard to religion that is both found in or is preferred
in the troep; (b) the social and the parochial social activities in which the
troop participates in addition to its regular meetings; and (s) the greatest
chstacles to the establisiment and growth of 0Oirl Scout troeps.

The questionnaire was sent out at a somewhat inopportune time, the
early part of August, when many people were on their vacations, There might
have been 8 better response had the questionnaires been sent out later in the
yeay when the troops had begun a new season, Of the two hundred and fifty
persons presumably contacted, one hundred and thirty-two responded, but an-
swers from twelve of these could not be used sinoe ssven of the lsaders had
been in the Scouting fleld for enly a short time and felt incompetent te
answey, three others had found it necessary to discontinue their Scouting
work, and two troops had been temporarily dissolved due to lack of leadership.

12 App‘ndix, p‘m 72‘73-
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One hundred ;nd twanty responses, representing all sections of Chicago, were
used as a basis for the subsequent tabulstions and interpretations, Thirty-
six of these were from Brownle Troop lesders, sixty-two from Intermediats, and
twenty-two from Senior.

In regard to the first topic, the religious affiliation of the mem-
bers of the troop, the results of questions III and IV of the questiomnaire
indicated soms desirve for change, Table IV below shows the totals for each
of the three types of membership, existing and preferrved.

TABIE IV
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION OF MEMBERS

Mambership is Would fer
Type of membership _ = vy P
Fumber of Per cent Fumber of ! Per cent
responses Yesponses 1
&« 100% Catholis but
open to Non-Catholios 56 L6.7 é0 50
be 100% Catholic and
closed L8 Lo. 32 2647
cs Mixad Catholic and
Doesntt matter 2 1,7

By the expression "types of membership”, as used in the discussion
of the questiommaire, is meant the religlous affiliation, Because the troops
contacted were directly affiliated with parishes, their membership was pre-
dominantly Catholic, forty per cent of the total number of troops being com-
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pletely cntho;.u. The principsl reasen why so many of these troops had only
Catholic membership was that the troeps were in close contact with the parish
schools from which they drew their members, In these schools there were many
girls who wanted to be in Socouts and could not because there ware not snough
leaders available to form the number of troops needed to accommodate them all,
Therefore, the namee of these extra girls were placed en walting lists of the
treops connsoted with the schools, Thus, girls not attending the parochial
achool were often unable to join these troops,

A more detalled pioture of the responses to Questions III and IV is
given bslow in Tabls V, im which the items from Table IV are broken down inte
the three kinds of Scout troeps. It will bs noticed that the Brownie treops,
the group having the most clesed Catholic troops, show the greatest change of
preference (twenty per cent), and that the Intermediate group indicates that
seventesn per cent more want Mixed membership. In general, however, all
groups give evidence of a definite desire on the part of the lesaders to keep
the troops predominantly Cathelioc. This is most reasomsble, since Scouting
urges its members te strenger church affiliation. Also the leaders imply a
realigation of the persomality integration which should result from basing the
spiritual motivation of Scouting upon the supernaturasl metivation of religien.

One might wonder why there is expressed a desire for the increase of
Mixed troops., Three points might be sugpgested as contributing factors: first,
a few of the leaders who answered the questiomnaire were not Catholics; secondt
ly, since the sixth highest obstacle to the growth of Scouting was lack of
appreciation of Girl Scouting on the part of the parish priests, it might be
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that to thos;mdomaﬂmmpnmstobummminthnitcm
still hope to retain some of its Catholic atmosphers and yet not confliot
with other parish groups; it may be that during lsadership training, the
ideal of religious toleration was so emphasised that the desire for church
affiliation was overshadowed.

TABIE V
RELIGION AND KINDS OF TROOPS

of meabe Membexship is Would prefey
Type bership tar- Inter~ ,
te Senier te Senior

a., 100% Cath.; open || 37.1% | 5L.8% | 39.1% LB.6% | 51.6% L3.5%
b. 100% Cath.; closed| 54.3% | 36.5% | 39.1% 3438 | 22,6% 30.4%
c. Mixed 806’ 8.7’ 21&8’ 1701% 25»8’ 2601’

Included in the topie of religious affiliation of the members of
the Girl Scout treops are the reasons for the preference expressed as sugges-
ted in Part V of the questionnaire, When the points of the questiommaire
were originally determined, an attempt was made to present as closely as pos-
sible an even number of reasons for having an all-Catholic membership and a
mixed membership. An analysis of the results shows that this selection was
svident to those answering, Table VI, on page Lk, shows the distribution of
responses in those Brewnie, Intermediate, and Senlor troops which expressed
preference for troops mhose members would not all be Catholics. This would
include those who for Question IV checked the "100f Catholic but open to Non-
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Catholiocs", vu;:o are designated by the letter "a%, and also those who checked
"Mixed, Catholic and Non-Catholis® and are indicated by "¢" in the subsequent
tables. One questiomaire was not used here because the prefersnce was net
clear, In Table VI the four items marked with an asterisk show the greatest
consistency for all three age groups in preferring the "a" troops (100% Cath-
olic, but open to Non-Catholic)., Only two items, numbers four and fifteen,
indicate a noticeabls emphasis in favor of group “co¥.

Table VII, on page 45, shows how the responses to this sames Point V
of the questiennaire were given by those Brownle, Intermediate, and Senioer
troop leaders favoring treops with one hundred per cent Catholic membership.

Finally, in Tabls VIII, on page L6, a comparison of the per cents
of the choice of questions made by group *b" (100% Cathelis), greup "a" (open
to Non~Catholics), and greup "e* (Mixed) shows in general most definitely
the reasons for such selection, In this table the two highest reasons for
each group are indicated with a plus sign (+) and the lowest with a minus (-)
sign. "Oroups "b" and "c" in the first and the third columns respectively of
Table VIII show the greatest extremes, with group "a" in the center being the
compromiss group and only in two instances (mmber S and 12) having a higher
per cent than either of the other two groups. Yet these are not teo fer in
advance of the results in group "¢" and are simllar in meaning to Items 1 and

15, respectively, for which group "c®" has the highsst rating.
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TABLE VI
REASONS FOR PREFERRING OPEN OR MIXED TROOPS TO CLOSED carHorIct

tro e | o ot
8«17 e=5 | 23 |a~32 c=16| L8 ash o-6| 15 “gl
1. (23 3 |16 |28 |15 L3 Lk 8 61 78
2. | 1o |2 | 6/ 2] 7| 2/2| 3| 1 13
.+ 3|0 | 3farlof | 5|2 6 | 2 n
e |23 6 |19 | 22 {15 | 37 L L 8 6l ™
S (1113 [ 25| 6| A 3|3 6 I 18
6. | 2|1 | 30| 2| 22| 3/0| 3 | 218 2
Ts 103 |13 6 | 9 25 1| 2 3 la 48
8#| 3|1 | 4 J2s| 3|18 ) L|2]| 5 | 27 n
9. | 2lo |2 | wlo| u| 2|2]| 2 8 9
10. 5|2 ' 313 é 210 2 15 17
1. 31 L L] 1 5 2|0 2 1n 13
12, (1|1 |12 (18 | 8 | 26 513 8 6 53
13.# | 5 (0 S (1 | 2| 16 51 6 27 k3§
wee | 3o | 3 s|o| 5| u|1]| 5| 13 18
15, 8 |1 gt 9| 2 1] 2 3 32 k1
6. | 31| & | L| 2| 6 “ 3|o| 3 L 13 18

n 11 For "Reason" in first column refer to Question V in Appendix,
page [1.




TABIE VIL®

REASONS FOR PREFERRING CLOSED CATHOLIC TROOPS

Brownie { iIntermediats |Senior [otal| Per cent of

Reaso® | 12 troops 14 troops | 7 troops 33 total
1. 0 0 1 1 k7 4
2. 7 12 6 25 76%
3 12 1k é 32 97%
L. 0 0 0 0 0
Se 2 h 3 9 27%
6, 8 10 5 23 70%
Te 0 1 0 1 3%
8. 7 11 b 22 67%
9 7 9 6 22 67%

10, 0 0 0 0 0

1. 6 6 3 15 5%

12. 0 0 0 0 0

13. | -] 10 5 20 ég

1. 2 7 3 12 36%

15, | 0 o 0 0

164 3 6 é 15 Ls%

12 For "Reason" in first column refer to Question V, Appendix, page




TABIE VIII
COMPARISON IN PER CENTS OF TYPES OF TROOPS PREFERRED

UpH | ugw | ugw Reason why particular religious affiliation chosen

~3 78 79 1. fosters more tolerant atmosphere in neighborheod
+76 | 16 7 2. "feel more free' when all of one creed

97| L3 | <l | 3. can condust seremonies in church

() 67 | +89 k. teaches children how to mix with those of other
deneninations
27 | +50 | L3 | 5. keeps girls with their neighborheod acquaintances
70| 26| 11| 6. can more easily stress supernatural motives for good
works
«3| L7 | SO | 7. keeps girls from "looking down" on other treops
67| 38| 18 | 8. can express seasonmal religieus ideas which may carry
over to the home
+67 | 12 | <4 | 9. troop committes members ses things in a more coopera-
tive and unified way if all of one cresd
«0 17 18 | 10. treop committse works better when different creeds

] represented

k51 16 7 | 11. when yeligious activities announced some Soouts feel
left out
«0 | +59 | L3 | 12, example of friends' normal Catholic living will open
way fer cenversions
& | 1| 11| 13. greup can learn the meaning of lay Catholic Actien
and make foundation for future active parish life
36| 21 L | 14 can better inculcate Catholic principles in classes
of Child Care, Home Nursing, First Aild
«0 3k | +43 | 15. Catholic principles can be disseminated among Non-
| Catholics
LS 17 11 | 16. can lsarmn by practice the spirit of corporate action
with members of the Mystical Body

The average per cent of cheices is: group "b* 37, group "a® 36,
and group "o 28; the per cent median for each is: group "b* L0.5, group "a"
36, and greup "¢" 1kL.5.

Presuming the per cents of the choices for each group to be indica-
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tive of the values or non-values for that group, the choices can now be
listed in order of value for sach group. It will be noticed that no ons in
group "b* checked Items L, 10, 12, and 15. This comparisen is given below
in Table IX. The reasons may be identified on the preceding page or in the
appendix, page T1l.

TABIE IX
ORDER OF IMPORTANCE OF RFASONS FOR PREFERMENTS

Group "b* Group "a® Group %e®
All Catholie; closed A1l Catholic; open Mixed
Per oent Per cent Per cent
Reason of choice | Reason of choioe Reasan of cheice
3. 9 1. 78 ' 89
6. 70 12, 59 T 50
8. 67 Se 50 Se L3
9. 67 Te L7 12. L3
13. 6 3. L3 15, 43
1l. k5 13. N 8 18
16, LS 8. 38 10. 18
u“ 36 15‘ 31& 6; 11
Se {4 . 26 13, 11
1. 3 k. 4§ 16. 1
Te 3 10. 17 2. 7
16. 7 1. 7
2e 16 i L
1. 16 9. h
O , 12 1L. L
A

A oomparison of the erder of values shows: (1) that Greup "a", the
compromise group, follows more closely Greup "c", the mixed group, than Croup
*b*, the all-Catholic; (2) Greup "a", which was selscted by fifty per cent of
the leaders, has no extreme disadvantages as compared with Group "c", which
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has half its items lower in per cent than the lsast in Group "a"; (3) although
Greup "a" frequencies exceed those of sither "Greup "¢" or (Greup "b* in enly
two places, this greup is very nearly the highest for Items 1, 7, 10, and 15.

A brief study of the reasons why fifty per cent of the lesaders ex-
pressed a preference for Catheolie troops open to Nen-Catholics (Greup “a"),
shows that they think it possible to carry out the social implications of the
Catholic faith even with a mmall minerity of Nem-Cathelics in the troep. The
leaders indicate, by their selectien of Items 1 and L most frequently, their
desire to forestall any possible prsjudice towards peopls of another faith,
Again, the predeminantly Catholic treop may by its example open up & vast
field for conversiens to the Church.

Rather than give the impression that the discuassion of religieus
affiliation of the members of s treop has bsen settled in the previous para~
graph in favor of the troep almost all Catholic, it would be well {0 nots a
fow points which would indioate that the all-Catholic troeps might be presfer-
able, First, as shown on page L5, it will be noticed that the average per
oent of frequencies of (roup *"b®, the closed all-Catholic treeps, is one point
higher than that of the predeminantly Catholic troops and nine peints higher
than the mixed troops. Its per cent median is four and one-balf peints higher
than that of Group "a" and sixteen points highsr than that of Group "c". This
indicates that the reasons for s completaly Catholic membership of a troop are
stronger and deeper.

A study of various items in Table VII reveals, for exampls, that,
although a treep of all-Catholic membership is an ideal set-up for the incul-
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cation of seal in the work of the lay apoestolate, the response to Item 16 of
Part V of the questionnaire shows that only fiftesn of the thirty-three who
favored all-Catholic membership recogniszed Scouting as such an epportunity.
This can be interpreted as a need for spiritusl advisors to channel the secial
efforts of Scouting towards an appreciation of corperate action as members of
a cerporate bedy, the Mystical Body of Christ. Item 1l can be interpreted
similarly, sinse only twelve (thirty-six per cent) ef Oroup "b" checked this,
while twenty-cne per cent of the slightly mixed and four per cent of the mixed
troops gave it as an advantage of Catholic influence.

In regard to ceopesration from the troop cemmittee (Items 9 and 10 of
Part V), sixty-seven per oent of the closed Catholic group selected Item 9
(*better if all the same faith"), while for Group "a", the almest all-Catholie
menbership checked this in nine per cent of the cases. It seems somewhat con-~

tradictory.
It may be well to quote here one of the Girl Scout policies which
mtoa:n
"The Girl Scout organiszatien . . . is interested, therefere, in

having churches and synagogues spensor Oirl Sceut troops., . . .
when & church or synagegue wishes to organise a troop pr

for its own members, the troop becames an integral part of the
life of the religious institution and the Girl Scouts participate
1:11 the whole program - its religious, social, and welfare activi-
ties;"

The second topic treated in the questionnaire was a view of the
social activities of the (irl Scouts aside from their regular meetings., These

13 Blue Book of the Girl Scout Policies, 6.
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might be divided into these (a) that are strictly sooisl, (b) thess psrtain-
ing directly to the parish, and (¢) thoss of service not comnected with the
parish. Many of the aotivities suggested in ths questionnaire are such that
could not apply to the Brownis Troops. In tabulating the responses, it was
definitely noticeabls that the three types of troeops were most similar in
Question VI, the merely sosial activities. The parechial sectien, Questien
VIiI, offered ths greatest differences since most ¢f them could noet be dons by
Brownies, and could best be handled by the Senior Sgeut group. Under the
"Any other” follewing Questien VII, the leaders referred to the many and var-
lous *"goed deeds” in which the Sceuts take part. Of the ons hundred and
twenty troeep leaders responding, the following number participated in the
various suggested activities:
The social sctivities:

(67) banquet or tea for Mothers averaging twice a year for each troep;

(18) banquet or party for Fathers, once a year;

(42) secials fer beth parents about twice a year;
Activities with Sceuts of other religions:

£31) skating averaging thres times a year;

8) beach parties twice a year;

(35) hikes about three times a year;
Troop activities:

g&S) hikes about four times a year;

52) skating parties four times a year;

78) field trips about three times a year,
Although no space was left on the questionnaire paper for listing other activ-
ities, many were written aleng the side or in between the lines. These inclu-

ded folk dancing, rallies, wolt-ond or overnight hikes, boating excursiens,
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pienies, andmattondame at stage performances. It seems that every activity
of valus is included in the Scout program.

The feollowing list contains the parochial activities as suggested

in the qnestiomainzn‘

(14) Clerical or messenger service, averaging twice a yesr, but in three
instances weekly;

Baby-sitting during Sunday Mass, three timss yearly, but three weekly;

Ushering on occasions, twice a year;

Charge of booth at basaar, about once a year;

Attend Mass in uniform; nineteen on first Saturdays, thirty troops
monthly, the rest average four times a year;

Assist poor in parish, twice a year;

Library service for siock;

Special times baby-sitting, twice a year;

Catholic Hospital service, twice a year;

Formally partiocipate in processions, twice a year;

Welfare project at school, ence a year.

n
il
Nt st N Sl S Tt St S e S

From this one may infer that there is a good degree of parechial interest
since almost gmnty-ﬁva per cent of the troops assisted at Holy Mass to-
gether in uniform at some time during the year, and almost forty-two per cent
took part in formal church processions. A large number of the other parochial
activities are of such nature that only Senior Scouts can participate.

It weuld be very difficult te name all the varied activities feor
cemmunity welfare and happineas that were listed by the leaders. Some of
these were mentionsd by as many as a dozen troops, The most common are:
making tray favors for hospitals (largely a Brownie project); caroling at
Christmas; making articles for orphanages for both Christmas and Easter; roll-
ing bandages for missions; giving food and other gifts to homes, hospitals,

1; Question VII of questionnaire, page T2.
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missions, and foreign countries in need; making decorations for other organi-
zations; working with the blind; making rosaries; conducting a religious goods
counter on Sundays; providing entertainment at Old People's Homes; caring for
some section of the parish property (s.g. library); providing favors or re-
freshments at parish socials; and participation in community drives such as
the Tuberculosis, Cerebral Palsy, Heart Fund, and War Bond rallies, This is
a rather comprehensive list of activities and certainly shows that today's
0irl Scouts are very alert to the nseds of the times and are ready to do their
share for the welfare of their community and nation,

It was indicated previocusly that in 1943, there were eighty-four
troops registered in Chicago under Catholic mervinim.ls The replies to the
questionnaire indicate that thers are now only seventeen troops that have been
in operation for ten years or more. If this number were doubled, presuming
the same proportion to exist for those troops that did not respond to the ques-
tiommaire, there is an indieation that of the sighty-four troops existing ten
years ago, approximately thirty-four are still functioning. Scouting, it
seenms, mst encounter some serious obstaclss to ite survival. The actual tab-
ulation of the ages of the troops answering is found in Table X.

15 See Table III, page 38.
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TABIE X
TABUIATION OF TROOP AGES

Agaoftioopinytm ' Number of troops

1 to 3 50
L to 6 36
T to 9 15
0 to12 8
3

o et

Two troop leaders did not furnish the relevant information.

Table XI shows, in order of gravity, what are considered by Scout
leaders as the chief obstacles to Scouting: On this part of the questiomnaire
the leaders were asked to plase two checks before what they considered the
greatest cbstacles and one chsck before others they considered important. -ma#
is given in the second and third columns of the table., Those ltems listed
without & nmumber in the fourth column had nq‘b been suggested by the question-
naire but were listed by the lesaders in the space marked "Any other reasons®,




OBSTACLES TO GROWTH OF SCOUTING

TABIE XI

E

Second
checks

Obstacle

3

8

3

swwn <558 3BRIRY F8Y

PWOEVRS b

1. People in gensral do not know enough about
Scouting to appreciate it
L. lack of leaders for troops
3. dus to outside attractions, girls do not cultivate
gemuine altruistic Scout attitudes to carry them
on through the teens
6. no transfer to Senior troops because of too many
other personal disruptions caused by entering
high school
8. troop committees hard to organise
S+ Scouting not appreciated by parish priests
7. girls considdr themselves too old for "sush baby
activities"
10+ insufficient publicity of Scouting
dack of parent interest or cooperstion
2+ opposition of teachers
12, no place to hold mestings
13. children's music lessons, dental sppointments, atel
Ls general personal selfishness
9+ too big a financial burxien
insafficient training for leadership
lack of recognition in parish
program, especially that of Senlor troops, needs
revision

no troops of next older type available
no priest moderator
lack of time on the part of the girls

In considering the ten greatest of the obstacles to the growth of

Girl Scouting as shown by these responses, it will bs noticed that they full
into three classes: (a) lack of understanding and appreciation of Scouting,
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which would include responses ranking in Table XI as the fifth, sixth,
eighth, ninth, and tenth; (b) psychological difficulties on the part of the
girls themselves, ranking third, fourth, and seventh; and (o) lack of leaders,
ranking second, & most necessary requisite for a troop, Very briefly, then,
14 would seem that Scouting must sell itself (a) to the community by service,
(») to girls by its program, and () to the adult world as an opportunity to
influence for the better the youth of America, who will be the adult citizens
of both the world of tomorrow and the heavenly kingdom of eternity.




CHAPTER V
EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDATION

Now that a picture of Girl Scouting has been presented, with special
reference to Scouting sponsared by Catholic groups within the immediate Chica-
go area, it is in order to evaluate the efforts with a view to making possible
recommendations,

Coertainly a heartfelt and sincere acknowlsdgment should be given to

1811 those adults, and in particular to ths leaders, who are giving their time

frealy to the promotion of Girl Scouting with no reward other than the reali-
sation that they have helped to inculcate invaluable spiritusl as well as
material values in the youth of America. Putting Ldeals into practice very
often calls for saorifice, and it is the many sacrifices these people must
make which gives expression to and develops in them the altruism which is
alons the produot of self-giving for others.

The purpose of Oirl Scouting as explained in Chapter II is three-
fold: charaster building, aoquiring practiocal knowledge in the cutlined eleven
fields of interest, and lsamming to develop the attitudes necessary to fit
oneself correctly for life, Since the second element, the practical know-
ledge, is acquired by means of a rather definitely outlined merit badge sys-
tem, it is the first and the third elements that will be discussed here. It

56
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should be noted, however, that the merit badge program is under constant

study by a committee to determine any possible need of revision, additions,
or deletions., Evidence of this is the new revision of the handbook for In-
termediate Oirl Scouts published in September, 1953,

That Girl Scouting is alert to avail itself of valuable opportuni-
ties is evident from the assistance obtained at the Chicago Natural History
Museum, On the four Saturday mornings during February of 1953 the mmseum
offered helps on nature proficiency badges by mesans of discussions for whish
the six hundred girls attending the classes were given mimeographed self-
tests on what was covered in the discussions, After the explanations, the
girls were taken to the sxhibits of the matter being studied where they gained
a practical knowledge of the materisl. The four classes covered were:

(1) trees and wild flowers, (2) birds, (3) mammals, reptiles, and amphibians,
and (L) rocks and minerals, Again, on the Nondays during July and August,
the mseum gave & similar course, this time covering tvees and wild flowers,
and fossils and rocks found in and around Chicage. For the Brownies, the
miseum conducted game seasions during October and ﬁmm of 1953,

Pield Enterprises, Incorporated, have published a supplement to
their World Book entitled "Scouting in the World Book", which also affords
help on merit badges, ,

Such positive efforts of outside agencies 'lmda support to the
opinion stated in the Encyclopsedia of Social Sciences: "The leaders of boys'
and girls! clubs, particularly in Americs, are incressingly stressing this
educational approach as opposed to the older method of directly setting up
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behavior pat;nm and stimulating the group to ascept them as socially desir-
able."t

In larger cities, where hiking activities ars necessarily somewhat
curtailed, the Scouts seem to be anxious to direct thelr interests to home~
making activities,

The social and servies program undertaken by the Scouts in Chicago
is extremely varied. As was shown in Chapter IV, even the social sotivities
slone offer a full program, Besides these, there are the service activities,
both those already engaged in and those for which the Girl Scouts are avail-
able on call., These last inglude clerical work on special campeigna, such ae
the Tuberculosis Drive and the Heart and work, baby-sitting during times of
local or national elections, or serving as usherettes or guides during conven-
— ,

As vecognition of the value of Girl Seouting, Congress, in March of
1950, granted a congressional charter to the Girl Scouts of the United States
of Anerica, & privilege which is extendsd to relatively few organisations.’
On March 29, 1951, the first amual report made to Congress listed six general
types of services given by Girl Scouts: Conservation (care of ons's owm goods,
collecting rubber, tin, gresse, etc.); Hospital Service; Food (victory gar~

1 *"Boys' and Girlst Clubs“, %?lopudu of the Social Sciences,
Macmillan Company, New York, 1930, II, .

2 0irl Scouts of the United States of Americas, Annual Report 1950,
82d Congress, 1st Session, Houss Dooument No, 123, United States Govermment
Printing Offiﬁﬂ, Washington, D. C., 111,
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dens, pzvurv;.ng foods, eto.)3 Child Care; Civil Defense; and Miscellaneous
(selling govermment bonds, sorting and packing for war relief agencies, type-
writing, etc.). In short, Girl Scouts are trained to be of service in many
types of emergencies.
A specific example of this is ths work done by the Girl Scouts in

Chicago at the time of the primary elections on April 8, 1952, A referendum
had been placed on the ballot for an increased tax rate to obtain revenus to
be spent on playgrounds and recreational purposes in commection with the pub-
lic achools., The newspapers liad predicted a defeat of the proposal. But pre-
vicus to the elections, ten Scouts organized a team for addressing every pos-
sible group on the referendum, Newsletters were sent to persons on the
Chicage council's malling list, and posters were made advocating support to
the tax, When it becams evident on the voting day that the refersndum was
ascepted, the director of the Boaxd of Educaticn's Social Centers Section
wrote an acknowledgment o the Oirl Scouts for their assistance.’

 The Girl Scout organisation seeks to bsnefit all girls. Two groups
of Amsrican Scouts not previously mentioned are the handicapped and those on
foreign soil. In Region VII, which includes Illinois, Indiana, Michigen, and
Wisconsin, there were, by July 31, 1950, six troops for the blind, thirteen
for the deaf, ten for orthopedics, ons for cardiacs, eight for mental cases,
one for tuberculosis patients, alom for both cardiac and orthopedic patients,)

3 04irl Scouts of the United States of America, Ammual Report 1952
83d Congress, 1#% Session, House Dooument Wo, 119, United States Government ~
Printing 0ffice, Mhing‘bon, cho’ %“59*
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and eight troops for girls with miscellansous handicaps.! These troops offer
their mesbers invalusble aid for adjustment; an exsmple is Troop 591 made up
of eight blind girls with & blind leader, In 1952, after preparations and
practices during spring, they attended a session of summer camp at Juniper
Knoll where they mastered many practical arts, including woodchopping, swim-
aing, weaving, clay modeling, and attending to their housshold chores.’

That Americans on foreign soil are aware of the benefits of Girl
Scouting is evident fram the fact that the December 1950 emrollment of 2,548
Scouts on foreign soil inoreassd to 9,299 by March 31, 1953-6

So far in this discussion the emphasis has been placed on the Girl
Scout members. What can Scouting offer the leaders? As was indicated previ-
ously in regard to the adult volunteer work, the leaders find social opportun-
ities more varied, challenging and vast, than most organisations can present.
The true leaders are women "quick to aid the needy, alert to the problems of
government and international relationships, and active in their local commm-~
ities."7 Few, 1if any, organizations possess a program comparebls to that of
the 0lrl Scouts.

In 2 practical way, the leaders are required to complete a course

4 Girl Seouts Ammmal Report 1950, 19.

5 Girl Scouts Anmual Report 1952, 59«£0.
‘ p Information obtained at National Headquarters, Chicago, July 13,
1953.
7 Edmund Burke, "0irl Scouts are Good Scouts,” Colliers, CXXIX
March 15, 1952, 60, ’ T ’




61

of training to enable them to understand the principles and policies upon
which Scouting rests and also to be able to interpret them to their troop mem-
bers, The idealism is ever-present to the leaders, as was expressed by Mrs.
Jane Deeter Rippin at the fourteenth 0irl Scout Comvention held in Colorado in
W’ 1928

"It is satisfying to know that however discouraging our task may

seem at times, it brings its high moments of out-of-door beauty,

quickened imagination, of spontaneity and laughter, of widened

knowledge of human nature, and of precious companionship with

youth, We as leaders are builders of creative environments, we

contrive surroundings where there is courtesy and humor, a vigor-

ous intersst in the tasks at hand, and where good human relation- .

ships are m&t&m."a
Eight and one~third per eent of the questionnaires used in Cahpter IV pointed
out a need for further improvement of the lesadership traeining program. The
Ratiomal organisation is wall aware of this need, By swrveying and evaluating
training procedures throughout the country, the organization aims to utilise
the best possible methods for instructing its leadsrs.”  To supplement the
leadership course the Girl Scout Headquarters publishes The Girl Scout leader |
magasine; other publicatioms include a film catalog showing phases of activity
and policy, song books, suggestions for exhibits, public relations material,
and, finally, a number of pamphlets and leaflets devoted to what might be
ealled Scouting "problems®, A complete list is furnished by the Girl Scout
Headquarters. Adults anxious to obtain a share in the many benefits of Girl

Scouting, yet unable directly to undertake troop leadership, can always find

8 wWright, 0irl Scouting, 6970,
9 Girl - Scouts Anmal Report 1952, 122.
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& place on t;'aop committees.

Sush ars some of the salient values of Oirl Scouting. But, to re-
twn to a queation reised in Chapter IV, do Catholic Girl Scout troops,; be-
sides having a place in the over-all visw of Scouting, also have a partioular
role in their parish? The answer to this question should definitely be in the
affirmatives ", , , the parish . . . must again become also the primary center
and field of all the 1ife and conduct that derives thevefron.” ® As a rule,
& troop of Catholic Oirl Scouts is sponsored by some adult organisation in
the parishs In return for this interest and assistance the Scouts whenever
possible offer their services to the other Msh societies in zuch matters
as running errands, doing clerical work, or rendering scme form of assistance
in preparation for an svent. Scouts might well be considered from a service
viewpoint as "hands" or "legs" of the parish, This phase of Scouting has
already been recognised in many parishes, judging by the pesponsss to Part
VII of the questionnaire.ll

Catholis Girl Scouting at the parish level can be the fertile soil
for building up a lay apostelate and a fmdntion for the construction of
habits of Catholis Action. This matter, incidentally, was discussed at the
Biennial Conference of the Council of Catholic Women held on October 6 and 7,
1953, at which Conference the theme was "You Are the Church.® In Chapter III
reference was made to the Sacrament of Confirmation as the sacrament which

10 The Social Problem, Book IV, 23.
11 Questionnaire, Appendix, Question VII, page 72.
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gives man the power and imposes the obligation of participating in Catholie
-Aatien.m Catholics ordinarily receive Conflymation at the age of ten years;
thus, girls belonging to both the Intermmediate and Senior troops have this
obligation of participating in Catholic Action:. Becauss "the Holy Father has
repeatedly emphasised that Catholie Action has not a material end but a spir-
ituval one ,"13 and because the pyinciples of Girl Scouting ". . . recognise
that the foroe which gives 1ife and meaning to such a program is a spiritual
one," ! 1t 18 quite cbvicus that a thorough integration of spiritual motives
on the part of Catholie O4rl Scouts will result only by impregnating and cor-
relating Scouting with religion, or, to express it another way, by interpret-
ing 0irl Seouting in the light of the dootrines of the Catholic Church. This
can be done, primarily, by the troop's formmal and corporate partiecipation in
the Sacrifice of the Mass, to which point of the questionnaire eighty-nine of
the hundred and twenty treops responded.,

Scouting was certainly not intended te bs a means of religious in-
struction, but it can well serve as a means of putting one's religion into
practice and of mmwm the spiritual motivation advocated in the
principles of Girl Scoutings The "Be Prepared" mer;to of Girl Seouting,
should, sbove all, be & reminder to Catholic Scoute that the daily emergencies|
 far which they must be ready are nothing elss than the shouldering of the

12 Chapter III, page 28,
13 The Social Problem, Book IV, 39,
1, Girl Seouts Anmual Report 1950, 23.
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daily Cross leading to eternity instead of just opportunities for scting as a
"good Scout". The slogan, "Do & Oood Turn Daily", will alert the Catholie
Scouts to the meny daily opportunities for precticing the spiritual and cor-
poral works of mercy to fellow members of Christ's Mystical Body., Surely
such integration of the motives of Girl Soouting with those of religion can-
not help but produce a better guality of Scouting for Catholic girls as well
as more clear-minded, prectical Catholics since the girls will have but a
single scals of values by which to judge their actions,

The responses to the questionnaire also show a desire on the part
of many of the Catholis troops for a stronger bond of union with the parish,
There is definitely room for greater participation, the manner and degree of
which are detemmined by the pastor of the parish. Other good works mentioned
by the leaders and included by them in the working out of Catholie Action
have already bsen mentioned in Chapter IV.>> Certainly, Catholic Girl Scout
troops should have & definite place in the total picture of parish life.

Such great and untiring efforts have been put into the over-all
planning of Girl Scouting and so much interest and sacrifice are given to it,
that it would seem presumptuous to suggest any changes or improvements,
Nevertheless, since the responses to the questionnaire presented a few suge
gested improvements, some recommendations can be offeved here.

Scouting should find better ways to advertise itself, both to cor-
rect misunderstandings and to make known its many valuss. Muoh “selling” can
be done by continusd and, wherever possible, by an increased service to

15 Chapter IV, page 51.
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others, bothnloellly and in large scale undertakings. That (irl Scouting does
cooperate with other agencies is made clear by the long list of one hundred
and fifteen agencies with which Girl Scouts have worked in the pest on projectd
of common mtcrest.m

SmwiadeMthmgnimmmmmm
of leaders for troopss This was given in Chapter IV as the second obatacle
to the growth of Scouting, lsadership is at premium, and the constant in-
creass in enrollment in Scouting, as well as the need for forming new troops
to accommodats those Seouts leaving one age group and desirous of Jjolning a
troop of the next age group, makes the training of additional leaders impera-
‘tive, Bight and one-third per cent of those leaders who answered the ques-
tionnaire mentioned a need for better leadership training, The comments were
similar; they felt the nsed fox more of & laboratory procedurs rather than a
lecture type of instrustion to prepare them for many of the things they them-
selves would later on have to teach the Scouts,

It 15 also to be strongly recomended that the leaders attend sec-
tional leader meetings at 111 times for a better understanding of the whole
picture of Scouting as well as to exchange procedures which have proven suc-
cessful,

Seven responses to the questionnaires expressed a need for program
revision. The Program Department of the Girl Scout Organimation is open to
suggestion for any possible improvements. Rew ideas are tested befores being

16 Girl Scouts Amnual Report, 1950, 25-28.
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imarpomudwinta the Scouting program.

The final recommendation to be made concerns church affiliation.
The fact that eighty-six of the one hundred and twenty quesiionnalres opposed
strictly closed tioops shows the strength of the 0irl Scout principle of re-
ligious toleration in the minds of the leaders, However, of these eighty-six,
sixty favored a troop completely Catholic, but open. Adding these to the
thirty-two who prefer closed troops gives a total of ninety-two leaders, or
gseventy-six and ons-half per cent who prefer Catholic troopss In this matter
the Catholic troops reason just as the latheran, Jewish, and Episcopalian
(and possibly others for whom there was no definite information) who find it
most advantageous for the training of youth to give them the benefits of the
complete values the church has to offer, coordinated with the ideals of
Scoutings This most surely was the reason why Lord Baden-Powell, when decid-
ing upon the principles of Scouting, sought the advice of Cardinal Bowrne as

1 and also 'hhe Yeason

well as that of the Bemedictine Fathers in England,
why Seout troops were originslly all church-sponsored. Scouting can easily
become a merely philanthropic movement if it is not impregnated with true
spiritual values as desired by its founders.

Briefly, then, this study of a representative number of Catholic
troops of Chicago shows, in general, the nsed for two things: a still clearer

understanding and appreciation of the purposes and benefits of the Girl Scout

17 Seou for Catholics, Catalog No. 3089, The Catholic Committee]
on Scouting, New !%, 1953, v.
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organization and a closer cooperaticn of all the adult groups directly connee-
ted with the troops themselves, namely, the clergy, the parents, and the
leadera.
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APPENDIX
Questiomnsire Sent to Girl Scout Troops Under Catholic Sponsorship

PLEASE PUT A CHECK OR MARK WORD ANSWERS IN THE PROFER PIACES BELOW

Ve

Kind of troop you now have: ____Brbm.’m _Jnterm, __ Senior
Number of years the troop has been organised
Membership is:

— 100% Catholic but open to Non-Catholics
___ 100% Catholic and open only to Catholics
-, liixed Catholic and Non-Catholie

You would prefer the troop to be:

__100% Catholis but open to Non-Catholics
—__ 100% Catholic and only for Catholics
___ Mixed Catholic and Non-Catholis

Check reasons for your answer to #IV.:

e 1 fosters more tolerant atmosphere in naighborhood
—__ 2, "feel more free® when all of one creed
. 3. can conduct ceremonies in church

L. tesches children how to mix with those of other denominations

T 5. keeps girls with their neighborhood ssquaintances
—__ 6. oan more easily stress supernatural motives for good works
— 1s keeps girls from "locking down™ on other troope

8. “:hamm“ soasonal religious ideas which may carry over to

i

unified way if all of one oreed

10. troop committee works better when different creeds represented
when religious activities announced (church affairs, retreats,

|

etc.), some Scouts feel left out
2. example of frisnds' nomal Catholic living will open way for
econversions

,

l

foundation for future cooperation in active parish life

£

9. troop committee members see things in a more cooperative and

13. group can leamm the meaning of lay Catholic Action and make a




1. can better inclucate Catholic principles and practioces in
classes of Child Care, Home Nursing, First Ald
15, Catholic principles can be disseminated among Non-Catholies
—16. can learn by practice the spirit of corporate action with the
members of the Mystical Body of Christ

Other reasons you may have:

V1. Check the sooial activities your troop had last yesar:

HOW OFTEN
s Banquet for Mothers 1.
T2, Banquet for Fathers 2,
« Banquet for both Parents 3.
Activities with Scouts of other religions L.
(a skating (a)
— (3 honen Perties ) —
¢) hikes (e)
5. Troop activities Se
—{a) hikes @)
—_(b) skating parties (b)
~(e) £ield trips (e)
___6. Welghborhood cempaigns e.g. clean-up 6e
m. Cheok Parish activities in which your troop has participeted:
HOW OFTEN
1. Clerical or meassenger services rendered I
2, Baby-sitting during Mass on Sunday 2,
i. Ushering on speclal occasions 3e
« Charge of booth at psrish basaar Lo
5. Assist at Holy Mass together in unifomm Se
—.6s Welfare work for poor in parish 6.
7. Library service for the sick Te
" B. Baby~sitting to relieve workers during some
parish event 8.
9. Service at Catholic hospitals in parish e
10, Formally participating in processions 10.
_11. Undertaking a welfare project at school 1L

Any other:




VIII. Check what you consider the greatest obstacles to growth of Girl Scout-
ing in the parishes: (Check more important reasons twice)

l

Any other reasonss

- opposition of tsachers

73

people in general do not know enough about Scouting to appreci-
ate it ‘

e to outside attractions, girls do not cultivate genuine altru-
istic Scout attitudes to carry them on through the teens

general personal selfishness

Scouting not appreciated by parish priests

no transfer to Senior troops begauss of too many other personal
disruptions caused by entering high school

girls consider themselves too old for "such baby activities"

troop camittess hard to organise

too big & financial burden

insufficient publicity of Scouting

lack of lesaders for troops

no place to hold meetings

children's music lessons, dental appoints, etc.
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