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PREFACE

Countless studies have been made of the Family by
students of sociology, and almost every one of the contri-
butions has enriched our understanding of this basie,
primary social institution, These studies have included the
standard works on the history of familial development,
gtudies of broken homes, the influences of mobility on the
institutional atructure of the famlly, the eérrelation of
working mothers and family disorganization, and many others.
But in reviewing the mass of l;terntnre in the fleld, it
appeared that all of the studies had been made from the
point of view of the student who sat as a spectator in a
reserved seat, observing the happenings within the structure
of this oldest of social institutions and noting objectively
the ehﬁnges which acadrrod. True, there are & number of
studies in which the student attempted to obaerve the
workings of the family through ¢ase histories and by using
other studies which were availabla,‘but the information
gleaned from these studies has always been exclusively
the observations of the student himself rather than an
expression of thogse constituting the subject being studied.

i
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In this paper my effort has been to present an
original research study on the family from the point of
view which, untlil this time, has not been explored. When
choosing the subject for the study I was aware, as a
result ofvmy experience during the past five years, as
superintendent of Uhlleh Children's Home, that children
1iving in institutional settlings have some well-defined
attitudes toward what constitutes a well-integrated family.
But I was also aware of the fact that these expressions of
ehildren who come from broken homes had never been clearly
defined neilther, indeed, had the children themselves been
given an opportunity to state, for the record, their
reactions to the confused family living to which they had
been subjeeted, nor to express thelr dreams for the ideal
families which they hgpad to establish in the future., It
was with the assistance of my professor and friend, the
Rev. Ralph A, Gallagher, S.J., that the outlire for such a
study was erystallized and the research was begun.

It was decided at the outaet to abandon any pre-
sonceived ideas we may have concerning the attitudes whieh
might be expressed by the children and to permit our
findings, instead, to lead us to whatever truth we dis-
covered. whe'interviews were to be conduoted on an
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jnformal level and were to be held with children now
1iving in Uhlieh Children's Home, Lawrence Hall for Boys,
Lydia Children's Home, and the Lutheran Child Welfare
Association. I am deeply indebted to the Rev. Ralph J.
Spinner; Executive Director of Lawrence Hall; to the Rev.
R.A. Marquérdt, Executive Seeretary of the Lutheran Child
Welfare Aasoéiatian; and to Mr. N.L. Larsen, Superintendent
of Lydia Children's Home for the generous manner in which
they cooperated in the study by permitting me to read the
official records of the respective agensies and by
granting me permission to interview the ohlldren.

Forty families were studled for the purpose of this
paper. In every instance the interviews required to get
the point of view of the child from the broken home being
studied were restricted to Jjust one representative of the
family. This 1imitatibn was set since my purpose was not
primarily that of sesuring more information concerning the
family, but in discovering the attitude of the individual
toward his own famlly, an opinion of the contribution the
institution was making toward his understanding and appre-
clation of the famlly, and his hopes for the future. In
some instances 1t was possible to conduet the interview in
the relative formality of an office, but in other instances
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the interviews were held in lounges, in a gymnasium, or out
in the playgrounds. In some instances it was possible to
get all the information desired from just one interview,
while in others i{ was necessary o combine the‘inrermation
gleaned from a number of informal contacts.

: Hé attompt at seleotivity was made in choosing the
ehildren to be interviewed other than a conscious attempt
to choose children who were old enocugh ¢o make a reasonably
intelligent contribution to the study. Two attempts were
made to discuss the famlly with younger children, each of
them just seven years of age, but the eonversation produced
very little more than the pleasure which always accompanies
a close assoclation with little e¢hlldren. Consequently,
the youngest person interviewed for the purpose was a girl
eleven years of age and the oldest were three boys and
four girls, each aixt&en years of age. In every instanee
the persou being interviewed was encagraged to speak
frankly and to express without healtation his disapproval as
well as his approval of the care his family had provided
as well as the experience he is now having at the agensy.
After the interviews were completed with a particular ehild,
the results of the conversation were gcompiled and'then

compared with .the material on the ehild's family as it is
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recorded in the case records on file at the particular agency.
rhese records are based on the professional observatlons of
the case workers of the Home, on letters from the Juvenlle
court, the Chicago Department of Welfare, the Juvenille
Protective Assoclation, the Public Ald Commission, and many
other agencies, both publie and private.

Although the material presented in this paper is
factual and can be documented, I have attempted to protect
the c¢hildren who cooperated with me 89 generéusly by using,

in every instance, names that are entirely fileticious,

rather than the real names of the children interviewed.




CHAPTER 1
THE WELL-INTEGRATED
PAMILY AS SEEN BY THE SCHOLAR

The family has undergone enumerable changes through
the years and has earned for itself the characteristics of
an extremely dynamic soclal organization. Despite the fact
that we believeuthe family to be part of God's divine plan,
we acknowledge the fact that the basic task of the family is
to serve human naéds and that, as the needs differ, the
organization and activities of the family will differ.l It
is because of these social changes that contemporary studies
of the famlly bear statements such as "becauseof the removal
of certain formal funotions and activities from the home,
many persons have looked upon the family a3 a deelining
institution"® op, "Home no longer has the same old
sentimental meaning of a specific house or location. It is
difficult today to experience realistically the emotions
whioh produced the 0ld Oaken Bucket, Ben Bolt, or Where

1g::or§ M.C., Saeiology of the Family, Ginn & Co., 1945,
e Y.

Felsom, Joseph K., Youth, FPamily , and Education, American
Couneil on Edueation, 1. page 2

1
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the River Shannon Flows. Homeslckness, as 2 normal exper-
jence, has largely gone out of date."3

All of the studies readily recognize the fact that
many changes have oéeurred in the social structure of the
family. The passing of the family which served primarily as
an economic nnit,_as an educational unit, and as a recre-
ational unit, has made aubétantial inrocads into the insti-
tutional family as 1t was known generations ago. The range
of opinion as to the effect that this has had upon eontempo-
rary family life 1s almost as wide as the number of studies
made. Perhaps the most extreme of these contemporary studies
that deal with the transition within the family is that of
Professor Ernest W. Burgeas who, in his book The Family From
Institution to Companionshlp indicates in the very title of
his work that in his apinion a complete change has entered
into the status of the modern family and eash of its members,
In his preface he states "the emphasis in this volume is upon
the family as a unit of interacting pérsona (1) that shapes
the personality development of its members and (2) that is
adaptable to social change.t It can be presumed from

Jrolsom, Joseph K., Youth, Famil . and Education, American
Council on Education, Igﬁl, paga’ll. g

%Burgess, Ernest W., The Pamily From Institution To Com-
panionship, Ehiveratf?”b?'vﬁfi

cago Press, prelace, page vii.
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purgess' second point that he is of the opinion that the
family as a social organization 1s completely at the meregy
of the changing needs of society and that 1t reflects thogse
needs without regard to any basis in natural law. He offers

as his definition of the companionship family

- The form of the famlily that
appears to be emerging in medern
society may be called the com-.
panionship family because of its
emphasis upon intimate interpersonal
assoclation as its primary funetion.
Other characteristics of the c¢om-
panionahip family are: the glving
and receiving of affection; the
assumption of equality of husband
and wife; demoeracy in family declsions,
with a voice and vote by the chlldren;
the personality development of 1ts .
members &s a family objective; freedom
of self-expression which 1s eonsistent
with family unity; and the expectation
that the greatest hagpinesn iz to bve
found in the family.

It 1s interesting to note that in spite of
Professor Burgess' emphasis upan‘tha companionship character-
ia@iea of contemporary family life, he c»ntinﬁau to
resognize some afktha basic sosial qualities of the family
as a soeial institution. He offers in some detall a
description of the rour characteristics which are common to

Eiurgeas, Ernest W., The Family From Institution éa ¢om-
panionship, University of ORLs

cago mss, Pﬁé& 716:




the family at all times and places and which, in his opinion,
differentiate the family from all other soclal groups. He
congiders these four characteristics to be:

1. The family 18 composed of persons
united by the ties of marriage, blood,
or adoption. The bond between husband
and wife is that of marriage; and the
relationship between parents and
children is generally that of blood,
but sometimes of adoption.

2. The members of the family typleally
live together under one roof and con-
stitute a single household. Sometimes,
as in the past, the household is large,
consisting of as many as three, four,
or even five generations. Today in the
United States the household is small in
size, generally limited to husband and
wife without & child, or with only one,
two, or three chlldren.

3. The family is & unit of interacting
and intercommunicating persons enacting
the social roles of husband and wife,
mother and father, son and daughter,
brother and sister. The roles are
defined by the commmunity, but in each
family they are powerfully reinforced
by sentiments partly traditional and
gartly emotional arising out of exper-
ence.

4, The family maintains a common culture,
derived mainly from the general culture,
but in a8 complex society possesging some
distinctive features for each family.

The distinctive culture of a famlly arises
through the communication of family
members in which they merge their indivi-
‘dual patterns of behavior. These differ-
-ential patterns may be brought to marriage




through the different experiences of
husband, wife, and children...The
family is the merging of cultural
patterns tranamitted from the two sides
of the family which in interaction with
outside cultural influences creates the
diatinotivnsealtural pattern of every
new family.

It 1s apparent from these four characteristics that
Burgess, the exponent of companionship type families,
precognizes that even in this liberal approach to the
family certain basle characteristics remain. And that
greater emphasis is now placed on the soclal and payehic
responsibilities thau ever before.

Folsom, as was indicated earlier, also recognlzes
the changes that have affected the structure of the family
but he does not in any sense feel that these changes have
lessened the importance of the family as a social institu-
tion. Instead, after acknowledging these transitions, he
hastena to make this intereating‘eamment:

At the same time, the functions
which remain in the home have gained
in intensity and importance. Most
soclally thoughtful persons agree that
the family is not likely to surrender
these essential function: (1) the
?ggsical reprodustion of the rage;

an irreducible minimum of physical
care and training of the young child;

Bgafgess, Ernest W., The Family From Institution To Com-
2!2&2229&2,_Un1v¢r;1 dg”EEI%SEE“PrédéT pages 7 and O,




(3) provision of the fundamental
sources of mental health and happiness
for the great majority of all persons —
that is, a sense of personal security,
enduring affection, and healthful sex
life, acoording to the age and status
of the individual.”

Ogburn and Nimkeff, too, aclmowledge the faet that
there are basic requirements which must be met before the
family éan become a satisfying experience for its members.
They state in their book Sooliology that the mark of a good
family environment Ja the menner in which the children
adjust, not only to the home, but to scelety as a whole,
They maintain that good homes provide well adjusted children
while poorly adjusted children are aymptomatic of th@ poor
homes from which they come. B

These writers enumerate four basic reqnirements for
a well-integrated home. Pirst, there must be a close
artcétional tie between the child and the parenta, absence
of conflict, and a sharing of confldences, all of which
contribute to the security and the stability whieh is basie
for well-integrated family living.

Second, the family environment that pravidea an

emotionally satisfying experience with the parents must be

7;6130m ‘
s Joseph K., Youth, Family, and Education, American
Council on_Edneatien;*Iyﬁlj"ﬁﬁﬁggegT* a —
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pased upon an intelligent use of affection and protection.
fhe writers maintain that while under-protection leads to a
sense of 1nsaéur1ty, over-affection and over-protection tends
to spoil the child if his aaabcittion with other children
does not provide a soclal corrective,

Third, they hcknewladge the need for a steady,
moderate discipline dhiah assists not only in controlling a
ohild, but in providing the regularity which, in the mind of
ghildren and adults as well, represents aaouéity and
stability. |

Last, they recommend common famlly activities 1@
order that the family may be an integrated unit rather than
an association of disorganized individuals.®

Comments such as these are not isolated expressions
in studies of the family, but are typlcal of the many
opinions which are advanced as a result of our contemporary
studies. In almost all of these modern studies there is a
unanimity of thought that the family, with all its changes,
must continue to provide for its members, both young and
old, and for aagiety as a whole, the basic needs which only
the family can contribute. Chief among the changes is the

Sogburn & Nimkoff, Sociology, Houghton Miffiin Company,
1946, pages 731 ant .
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fact that now more subtle bonds are required for the solid-
arity of the family than were required during the period when
the family was held together very largely for the purpose of
the survival of 1is members. The emancipation of the members
of the family from th§ necessity of spending the majority of
thelir timé in ocommon economic¢ endeavor permits the inter-~
development of personallity and the expansion of the psychic
functions which the gulld type family could not permit. As
gtated by Hill in hls definition of the function of a con-
temporary family:
From a psychlatric point of view
that family is strong which offers its
members emotional seourity, that is a

feeling of stability, permanence, and

safety; scceptance, that is, & feeling
of belonging and o? being u&leome for

what he 1is; and freedom for experience,

that is, an environment ﬁEIhﬁ &%ferd”

opportunity for trying out his own

abilities, interests, ideas, and games,

& freedom that includes the right to

feel and to express feeling both of

affection and aggression.9 - .

Therefore, without debating the terminology used by

sontemporary scholars in defining the role of the family, it
is safe to assume that all of them recognize the fact that

eertain primary soclial functions remain for the family

L d

SElmer, M.C., Sociology Of The Family, Ginn & Company
Soclal Science Series, 1045, page 3§‘ ’
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pecause, if for no other reasen, no soclal organization
exists which might perform these functions satisfactorily.
1% is not the purpose of this atudy to exhaustively define
the family and its functions. Instead, we are concerned with
establishing a few of the functlons by which we may gauge the
gtatementas o the children who were interviewed for, as was
stated by Florence Clothier, "A child's personality develops
and unfolds against the background of his family 1ife."10
therefore, enough of a description of the family agalnst
which the opinions of the children interviewed may be
reflected shall be considered adequate for the purposes of
this study.

In addition, then, to the function of reprodustion,
the characteristics of the family whieh shiould be enumerated
are: o

1. The family as a éaaializing

agency. The direction which the

gocializing family wiil take is

largely dependent upon the sultural
atmosphere in which the family lives.
However, whether the emphasis be econ-

omie, soclal, religious, educational,

or any other, the family does have a

socializing effeet upon its members
in order that it prepares each of the

19c10thier, Fiorence, Institutional Needs In The Field Of

Child Welfare, Soeial Security Adminlstration, Chlldren's
ea'ul UOIO '2’ NQ. 2, April 19&'8, pag‘ 1540 ’
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members to partieipate fully in the
soclal structure in which he lives.

2. Provide emotional security for
each of its members. All members of
the family turn to it, the baslic soelal
institution, for the sense of permanence
and stability which is the basic social
need of all people. It must be a
freedom from anxiety which affords an
opportunity for the members of the
family to develop normally and without
the frustrations which anxieties
precipltate.

3. A sense of accepiance. It is essen-
tial that the family provide for each of
its members a comfortable sense of
belonging and of being wanted so that
“the individuals in the family may feel
free to develop within the environment
in which he lives, the warmth and com-
panionship which are basic. ‘

4, Freedom for experiensce. It is
primarily within the structure of the
family that the members find sympathetic
audience for their expressed desires for
play, and later, for the expression of
their ogpinions and attitudes. |

5. Soe¢lal control. fThe informal
educational processes, in which the
family group 1s the chief agency, are
the greatest factors of so¢lial control.
Thrift, idealism, materialism, cleanii-
ness, regularity, respect for authority,
selfishnmess, egotism, counsideration of
others, care of property, of clothes,

of books, or of playthings, and the
other attitudes established in early
life -~ all of them tend to become
entrenched and their force and direction
strengthened through the soelal control
_exercised by the family.
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It is obvious that thése characteristies, basic to
g well-integrated family, do not exhaust 21l of the qualities
required by normally developed members of the family, but
they shall be sufficient as guideposts against which we c¢an
project the expressions of the childrem, both faet and

fietion.




CHAPTER II
FOSTER HOMES AND INSTITUTIONS

One of the most sordid eras in the fleld of child
welfare occurred during the long years of bitter contro-
versy which was waged between the advocates of foster home
care and institutional care. It is moast unfortunate that,
with the advent of most new thoughts, the exponents of the
status quo close their ears to potential change and rally
their forces to stoutly defend the traditional way of doing
things, while the exponents of the new thought hastily and
mistakenly elaim for their process a panacea for the ills of
the world. Such was the chaotic schism which came to pass
with the introduction of foater home care as a method for
dealing with the needs of dependent and neglected children.
The exponents of the ﬁew foster home care program and the
defenders of children's institutions were equally myopic
"in failing to recognize that here were two distinect parts
of a whole which, rather than foreing an elimination of one
or the other, actually complemented each other in
attempting to provide care for all needy children. During
the long years of the controversy there was scarceély an

12

-
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jpstitution or a foster home agency which was meeting the
standards of performance advocated by the Child Welfare
peague of America, and yet the energles which might have
improved the calibre of service in each type of chlld care
wae dissipated in what, in retrospect, was obviously a
dispute based largely upon bigotry and a sense of insecurity.
The controversy'gaaohud such a tempo that the results were
almost frightening to the sober-minded social planner. As
Howard Hopkirk put it in his very significant work
Institutions Serving Children: -

The development of foster family
care having gone so far in some com-
munities as to result in the closing.
of institutions, has led some. to infer
that institutions for c¢hildren are both
undesirable and unnecessary. The firat
White House Conference on the Care of
Dependent Children in 1909 peinted
toward an increased reliance upon foater
homes and to the need for widows!
pensions, a service later expanded under
the Social Security Act. A movement
among leaders in the social work field
in the twenty years following 1910 aimed
at completely eradicating institutions
by the development of both mothers' .
allowances and family boarding home care.
Some of those responsible for non-
gsectarian child care in Boston and
Philadelphia seemed inclined to the latter
practice, as were the leaders in Jewish
communities in several of our largest
clties. -

. An interesting expression of the
. intense feeling aroused by the contro-
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versy developed in the form of a con-
ference held in New York Qity in 1925
by the Chlld Welfare Committee of
America. Sophle Irene loeb supplied the
inspiration for this committee and for
this conference, to which each governor
was invited to send a representative of
the c¢hilld welfare work of his state. The
conference was held to promote, as far as
possible, the securing of home l1life for
children in preference to care in institu-
tions. With Miss Loeb's death the field
of soclial welfare, in which she had strong
and varied interests, lost a celorful
personality, and the Child Welfare Com-
mittee dld not long remain a factor in
influencing opinion throughout the
ecountry.

A natural result of such partian-

- ship as was displayed on the subject was
a deluge of unrestrained oriticism, the
advocates of institutions and of foster
homes each painting black the type of
care to which they were opposed and about
which they usually were uninformed. Both
sides were inclined to such blind defemnase
of their own kind of work as led them to
ignore the fact that either type of care
generally was pretty poor throughout the
United States and stood in need of
undivided and tenacious efforts to etteet
improvement.

Fortunately, modifying 1nr1ueneea begén to resalt in
~ helpful criticism of the entire field of child welfare,
regardless of whether the service was given by foster homes
or by institutions. Two of the major influences in the
national field of child welfare, the United state? Children's

13°pk1rk. Howard W., Inatitutions Servi Children, Russell
Sage Foundation, Hew York, IQEK, pages 40-F1,
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pureau and the Child Welfare League of America, strongly
urged that the highest possible standards are equally
tmportant in both the institutional and the foster home
fields. Emphasis was placed upon the dependent and neglected
children who stood in need of service rather than upon the
peculiar type of service which the child was receiving.

Under the influence of these two natlonal organizations,
state departments of welfare began to urge the same sanity
among the child earing agencies of their Jurisdiction. with
the continued pressure of these supervisory agencies, the
controversy which hgd disaipatgd 80 much effort in useless
antagonism began to subside. Many writers began to concern
themselves again with the basic soclal needs of all

ehildren. William Healy provided the chlld welfare fileld
with this glowing deseription of the importance of the
family. |

That basic and most essential
unit of social organization, the family,
has been studied with great care by many
authorities, all of whom, in successlion,
have discovered that tremendous forces
act upon family life. The state and the
chureh, both recognigzing its vast
importance, Jjoin in offering a varlety
of means for protecting and preserving
the family. For hundreds of years the
civilization of Western Europe and 'of
the Americas has built enormous bulwarks
.of safety around the family and has
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created a vast idealism centered 1n
it. MNo other relationship is thought
to equal that which reaches its highest
expression in the normal famlly group.
The opportunity for the development of
the finer qualities of character, for
the expression of different and diverse
personality types, is most assured in
the atmosphere created by the family.
The totality of values which it gilves
to its members is well recognized as
vastly outwelghing its weaker aspects.
We grant, of course, that the best
home for the ehlld ashould be the home
of its parents. The parents themselves
should be eager for help in understanding
and treating the problems of their
children. Some parents, however, are
incompetent or demoralized, and will
remain unsuitable guardians despite the
fact that inereasing attention is being
directed toward helping them to make
their homes better for their children.
A long look ahead is required to see the
time when there will be no c¢hildren
needing placement in & good foster home
whiceh offers, next best to wholesome
1ife in a child's own family ecirele, the
most advantageous background for the
right unfolding of the young personality.?

Unfortunately, however, the barbs of antagonism had
gone too deeply into the minds of some writers to permit them
to wipe clean the acid from thelr pens. Even Healy, after
his lofty paragraph on the family which gave promise of a
scholarly, unblased discussion of the needs of children,

Healy, william and Bronner, Augusta F., Regonstructin
%§§§z§§g7;g Youth, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1920,
3 ool Y +
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paverts to the form of the antagonist as he continues his
thesis for recahstruating,behaviar.

It 18 inevitably true that a
small percentage of problem children,
with habits of delinguency and person-
ality characteriptics so fixed that
they refuse to recognize authority in
a family or in & community, will have to
be cared for in institutions; and it is
undenisble what a well-directed and con-
structive policy can agcomplish, But
Just as we now recall with abhorrence the
time when in New England fifteen offenses-
including witcheraft, blasphemy, presump-
tuous breaking of the sabbath, and
cursing or smiting one's parents, were
punishable by hanging, and as we recall
the more recent time when a girl carried
through life the atigma of & detested
sexugl delinguency, so the time may not
be far distant when we shall equally
condemn the of'ten too frequent employment
of so-¢called correctional institutions
as dumping-grounds for children whose
cggses have been rushed through the eourts
with all too little understanding of the
true problems involved.3

The regrettable part of this statement i1s not that
Healy had the acumen to discern the faults of vorrectional
and other types of institutions, for every ageney in the
field of child welfare must continue to receive sonstructive
eriticism with gratitude. But it is unfortunate that his
observations of faults led him to believe that the entire

35;&1?. William and Bronner, Augusta F., Reconstrueting
Behavior In Youth, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1929,

pages 4 and 7.
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program would ultimately have to be elimlnated when the truth
of the matter ls that there 1s not an area in the entire
welfare fileld which can Justiflably boast the faultless
execution of 8 perfect progranm.

However, one of the most vitriolic blasts against
{nstitutional care came from the acid pen of Abligail F.
prownell. Not only does she speak oritically of the entire
program on institutional care for children, but she extends
her bitter comments to & criticism of the ahﬁruh iu the
welfare field, intimating that the interest on the part of the
chureh 1is axclusive;y religiaua rather than social., In her
tirade, Miss Brownell fails to resognize completely  the faect
that child welfare, bearing the stamp of soclal concern,
originated through the church, and had it not been for the
interest of religious people contemporary soclal workers
might well be without é field to eritieclze so freely. While
her comments are not of sufficient importance to be taken
seriously, they do demonstrate the low calibre of socially-
myopic eriticism which has resulted from the long
eontroversy over child care. I shall simply quote two
paragraphs from her writings which shall serve to indleate
the depths to which unintelligent bigotry can lead.

The people who provide organized
help in this field are religlous groups,
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social groups, fraternal orders, cor-
porate bodies founded and endowed by
individuals, and the three units of govern-
ment: county, state, and federal...The
first and oldest pattern 1s created by
religious groups under whose auspices a
substantial number of institutions and
a lesser number of agencies are carried
on. In these institutions are the
children of parents who turn in thelr need
to their own religious group, which places
first order of importance in a child care
program religious training, based on a
collective belief about individual immor-
tality. I think that these groups prefer
institutional care with its control of the
child's person and time because it best
insures the accomplishment of their
purpose. Some of their institutions also
provide secular education. When they do
this the child receives his foster care,
which is a substitute for the family life
he has lost or never had, and his religious
training and schooling from one source. He
18 wholly the child in the soclal life of
the community at large. Other lnstitutions
send their children to publie schools,
keeping for themselves control of his
religious training and his foster care.
In these institutions the child receives
his secular education from another collect-
ive group, thnhfovarnmnnt, and so 1s partly
the church's c¢hild and partly the govern-
ment's child, Each graup 18 collective,
wants conformity with its own pattern and
belief, and emphasizes likeness in this
respect among members of the group. The
ohild may have some social life if there
are activities of this kind in his school,
but he does not have the freedom of
choice in this that children living with
families are given in thelir neighborhood.
When it is avallable many institutions
“and agencles under religious auspices
. peceive per caplta payments for board from
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the county of the child's residence.

Often the parent who surrenders hls
personal responsibility for his c¢hlld

to his religious group, concurrently
leaves his economic obligation to the
public treasury of the county. To the
county the child 1s an economie burden
for whom they will pay for food, and .
sometimes for clothing and medlical care,
to sustain his existence. They make no
effort to secure or retain control of

his person, which apparently has no

value to them. The religlious group which
wants the chlild because he has spiritual
value that 1s related to future life, and
the ¢ounty, whieh does not want him
because he has no political value and is
an economie burden, but which is willing
to pay for minimum material necessities
in order that he may be sustained in this
world, represent two collective wills which
complement each other in foster care, and
together make a patternm that is a whole.
The one operates against the childs physical
death, the other prepares him for the life
after death. The eng group does not want
him, the other does. '

Fortunately, there are many writers in the field of
ohild welfare who do not share the bigotry nor can they be
condemned for the short-sightedness which characterize the
paragraphs quoted from the work of Miss Brownell. Rather,
there are many who very ealmly and sanely face the fact

¥Brownell, Abigail F., The Value of the Foster Child to the
% Community as & Determinant in t orm of Care,
publils in a symposlum, Soclal Case WOrk wi dren,
edited by Jessle Taft, ﬁ:ﬁliahed for the Pennsylvania
8chool of Social Work, don ¢raftsmen, Inc., Camden, N.J.,
1940, pages 214-215,
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that there are many children who are in need of care, and
courageously face the problem with an open mind, hopeful that
from the chacs of the lives which needy children have already
experienced something good may be developed which will help
ghem in their present and future adjustment to society. It is
to writers such as these and to the respect and influence
which their thoughts command that we look for an intelligent
and practical solution of the enormous problem which confronts
those engaged in the field of child care. |

An example of such writers 1s Anns Roe and Barbaras
Burks who collaborated on a study of seventy-eight children
of aleoholic, psyehotles, and nérmal parents who were rescued
from their own inadequate homes and placed in foster care.
True, the children used in this particular study had all
experienced foster home care during the time they spent away
from their own families, but the approach which the writers
make to the study 1s moat refreshing. Their oriticisms are
reserved to their own failings which ﬁare ne more numerous
than those found in any child care program. However, one of
the finest contributionﬁ of thelr work is the coneise and
enlightening statement of need which they offer. In their
brief paragraph on the need of neglested and dependent
shildren they give this very hopeful statement:
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It seems very probable that
residence in a home whioch is a res-
pected part of the community, and the
child's acceptance as a member of that
commmunity, make possible the formation
of an organized ideal derived from the
attitudes and forms of behavior of the
community which can funetion as an
integrating force, even in spite of
unlioving snd harsh parents, It is
conceivable that the basic assumption
of our sosiety, the assumption of the
dignity and worth of the individual, is

- sufficiently pervasive that it may offer
support even to the child whose dignity
suffers attack from his parents. This,
together with such good elements as
even the poeorest heredity must inelude,
are perhaps the answer.D

with such a frank, uncontroversial approach to the
problem of child care, it iﬁ possible to leave, at least for
the moment, the area of debate and search earnestly for a
basis on which to Jjudge the success of any venture in child
care. There was a time when success in any program, whether
it be institutional oﬁ foster home, was judged solely upon
the cleanliness which surrounded the place in which the child
lived. There were times too, in foster home placements, when
the desirability of the home to be used was Judged by the
eoonomic status of the potential foster parents. Mere size of

5!90, Ann and Burks, Barbara, Adult Adjustment of Foster
hildren, published for the Section on Aleohol Studles by
erly Journal of Studles on Aleohol, New Haven,
1945, pages 116-117.
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’,pu1ation in institutions has at times been considered the
,.gdstiek by which to gauge success, as have additional
pethods of equally questionable merit.

However, from the maze of methods used in eritically
evaluating any program of child care there seems to be
emerging a uniformity of opinion. No longer are the students
of ohild care concermed primarily with the physical con-
ditions in which the child recelves his foster care, but they
are concerned, instead, with the contribution which has been
made to the child during his stay away from his own family,
regardless of whether he has spent this period of time in a
foster home or in an institution, BREdith Baylor's statement
1s typieal of the many comments which follow the same pattern
econcerning the Judging of success. She has written, in her
book:

All soeial work, whether it is
with ohildren or adults, should be
interested in taking stoeck of its
accomplishments. A convenlient point
for an inventory is the individual's
discharge from care, for it is then
possible to observe the effect of
treatment and thus to get some measure
of the efficiency of techniques employed
by the agency.

Miss Sophie Van Senden Theis employed the _same

K;ﬁor, Bdith, M.H., The Renabilitation of Children, Harper
Brothgra, N;w Yorﬁ, 1530, page ) HAT
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criterion when making an extensive study of the success of
the children placed in foster homes by the New York State
charities Aid Assoeclation., Her study concerned the lives of
910 people between the ages of eighteen and forty years who,
during their ehlldhood, had been placed in foster homes by
the state Charities Alid Association. Miss Theils, who had
been with the agency for fifteen years at the time of her
study and had served as Superintendent for a period of eight
years, amassed a staggering amount of information, only te
be faced with the problem of determining a standard by which
the success or fallure of the placements might be Jjudged.
During the opening statements in her report of the study,
Riss Thels says:
It was necessary to rephrase the
obvious question of success or fallure,
and the form in which it seemed most
searching and most nearly applicable
to our problem was te determine in each
case -- "has the subject shown himself
capable (or incapable) of managing
himself and his affairs with ordinary
prudence? "
With the diminishing of the eontroversy between the
advocates of foatqr home and institutional care, and with

the emergence of a unanimity of thought eoncerning an

Ttheis, Sophie Van Senden, How Foster Children Tutn Out,
8tate Cherities A1d Association of New YOrk, Publlcatlon
Ro. 165, New York, 1924, page 19.
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adequate oriterion for evaluating the success of any program
of child care, the leaders in both of the aforementioned
rields of child care have been turning increasingly critical
eyes upon thelr own programs. There can be no doubt but what
this trend has been the most heartening and the most hopeful
development to occur during the past few decades. The
energies which had been so wastefully dissipated in contro-
versy can now be expended exclusively in the further
perfection of both foster home care and institutional child
ecare. There are so many indications that this eritiocal trend
will continue that it is impossible not to be optimistic
sbout the future. One of the many writers who has succeeded
in looking objectively at the successes and failures in the
foster home field is Dorothy Hutochinson. In her recent
book In Quest Of Foster Perents Miss Hutchinson points very
frankly to the qunstiohablo practices which were followed in
the past in the selection of foster homes. She said that
any study of contemporary foster home seeking must be seen
against the backdrop of earlier prastice, nor can it be

seen apart from the development of home geelters as case
workers. The inoreasing knowledge of people whioch has come

to the case work profession places upon them a grdater

obligation than ever before to use this knowledge in seeking
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zhe most adequate homes possible for the placement of
chiidren. Miss Hutehinson confesses that the home-finding
field, until recently, remalned remote from the rapldly
unfolding influence of the case work doectrine. Instead,
nome-finding had been based upon supplying as many as
possible in what became a rather sommereial enterprise, or
in making & superficial evaluation of each potential foster
home almost exclusively on the basis of the condition of the
real estate which was o become the foster home. This
deplorable state of affairs, Miss Hutehinsen belileves,
resulted from the cleavage between the pesition of the home
finder and that of the case worker who concerned herself with
the welfare of the ehild himself. The situation was, of
eourse, intolerable, since the laeck of correlation resulted
in an unprofessional approach to care which inevitably
ereated a potentially éaa@ructive environment for the chilgd.
Included in her critical stetement of the growth of
the very important area of home-finding is this particularly

frank comment eanoerning some of the errors which occurred

during the early days of the profession.

Each state of home-finding develop-
ment has been the product of an earlier
stage. Its growth has been spasmodic
and irregular. Originally home-finding
.was dominated by a moralistic philosophy.
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The unspoken assumption was that
foster homes were elther good or bad
and that the workers were responsible
for measuring goodness and dbadness.
These were the days when one descended
unannounced, catching prospective
foster parents off their guard, and
measured goodness by respectability,
morality, and c¢leanliness. Because
the worker did not know what to look
for, she weighed benevolence by super-
fieial signs. She became adept in
skipping the vulnerable spots in favor
of the obvious external evidences of
honor. This early era of home-finding
coincided with the popular belief that
children could be redeemed by an
environment unblemished by dirt and
distinguished by correct deportment.
The foster home was considered the
vehicle of runpeetablc uppertunity by
which the poor boy "made good." The
selected home was always right, and the
chlild won or lost it acaardin% to his
abllity to throw off old habits and
talkke on the new ones of the foster
parents. Thus, at the beginning of
this century, homefinders sought
largely for evidences of accepted
decorum in foster parents, and in so
doing they reflected the geueral mores
of the times.

| Hopefully, Miss Hutchinson points to the fact that
home-finding has now gotten beyond that rather primitive
state and has come to identify itself closely with the
foster ohild involved in the placement. This identification
has had the expected result, namely that the needs of the
ohild and the potentislities of the home have been as

0losely correlated in as many placement situations as
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pcssible. There is every reason to believe that this
smprovement shall remain as 2 continuing process, giving
nope for an increasingly perfect program of c¢hild placement
© 4n the foster home field. But despite the opportunity for
optimism, Miss Hutehinson, in her objectivity, asknowledges
that there4ia 8t1l1l muech ta-be agsomplished before the
foster home field can enjoy a sense of satisfaetlon with its
program. Miss Hutchinson very suceinetly evaluates the
ourrent status of homefinding:

, As case workers have become more
sure of themselves, homefinding has
profited aceordingly, althauggnét hag
been slow to serutinige it tion,
its methods, and its %aals. :

Later, psychiatrie undarstand&ng
developed and graﬂuallgagav& to the
case workers in homefinding a growing
responsibility not only for knowing
foster parents but also using them
with insight. Slowly case workers
came to realize that foster parents
are very human, that whether they
devulog or not, they do not funda-
mentally change; and that they are
selected and used because of the
normal gifts with which they are
already euﬁauué Thus, it was dis-~
covered that the e¢rux of homefinding
lies in the seleotion of normally
gratified people.

Modern practice in homefinding
inherits all threads of past practice.
The field is still temperamental in
the sense that it is unevenly developed.
It is forging ahead in some localities,
.while in others it remains rigid. In
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the broad field, however, it is taking
on new dynamics, It 1s no longer
generally subordinate to or isolated -
from the steady h of case work,
but is case work.

Another of the objective writers in the fileld of
foster home care who has eritically studlied the suceess and
failure of placement is 3Jophle Van Senden Thels. In her
extensive study How Foster Chlldren Turn Qut she very
frankly notes the variety of ways in which the ehildren
placed through her ageney have been able to respond to the
type of care offered them. She has disecovered, for example,
that of the 79T children now grown whose lives she has been
able to evaluate, 615 sould be ciassified as capable, that

is to say they araflaufabiding. manage their affairs with

good sense, and are living in accordance with good moral
standards observed in their eommﬁnitiaa; while 182 are
eclassified as incapable or are unaple or unwilling to
support themselves adequately, are shiftless or have defied
the accepted standards of morality or order af'thair
ecommnity. Baéauae of hcr consern over this rather large
number of people who must be ela#airied as incapable, Miss
Theis has further brolen down the category into four

alhtchinuon, Dorothy, In Quest Of Foster Parents, Columbia
University Press, New York, 1943, Published Ior the New
York School of Social Work, pages 2-6,
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additional areas. Of the 182 considered incapeble, 89 were
considered to be harmless. These represent the persons who

ore irresponsible or shiftless. Either they are of limited
eapaoity or inferior character, or they are incapacitated but
are not aggressively anti-social. Forty-seven are considered
definitely harmful for among the group of people considered
inoapable, this number is actually in conflict with the law or
with the accepted standards of morality. The "on trial”
eategory includes the 26 people who, because of some previous
effense against soclal standards, need special supervision
and whose development ig not clearly indicated. In the last
elassification are listed the twenty who are actually inmates
of ocustodial or correctional institutlons.

In attempting to further understand the reasons
behind the lack of success with such a large number of place-
ments, Miss Theis contiuund her study of this same sample of
peeple. Turning her attention first to the evaluation of the
tyge of care which these people received as children in
fester homes, she found that they did not receive a uniformly
~ exéellent calibre of home life. Of the 754 children whose
oare could be classified as one of three kinds; excellent,
&verage, or poor, the writer found that only twelve percent
of the children received what could be construed as
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excellent care. It was the ghildren listed in this
grouping who recelved a sympathetle understanding and where
nis aptitudes were developed to the highest possible degree.
pverage care, meaning that an ordinary degree of good sense
and sympathy was provided in tralning, was afforded to 68% of
the children; while 12% received poor care. Poor care was
sonsidered to be that which meent & fallure to understand
the child's character and needs, care provided in a setting
which presented him with a bad example, care through whioh
unireasonable demands were made on the child, or the kind of
eare which was accompanied by harsh treatment.

‘With the dearth of really excellent care whish was
provided this group of e¢hildren, it 1s not surprising to
note that the relationship established between the children
and their foster parents was not uniformly good. Only 60%
of the children established a satisfaotory relationship
with their foster parents which oantinmd after the child
had reached maturity. It is interesting to note that Miss
Theis found that the 1@3@% part of this group, by far,
were the children who were placed as infants and who
Pemained with one foster home for the majority of their
ehildhood. fTwenty-five percent of the ehildren established
only temporarily satisfactory relationships with their
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poster parents, being reasonably content during their stay in
ghe foster home but having no apparent carry-over after the
.r,,ngcmant had been terminated. Unsatisfactory relation-
ghips were established by the last fifteen percent. Not only
did this group of children fail to find the arrangement
permanent or satisfying, but Miss Thels feels that they may
aotuslly have lost something of their confidence in people
and of their own self-reliance. She points out very frankly
that the ohlld who falls to get along in several homes comes
to regard himself as a fallure in everything or else he
becomes defiant and hardened.®

It 1s heartening to find that the objective.students
in the fleld of child care are becoming inoreasingly frank in
the searching studies they are making in the particular type
of care they are providing neglected and dependent children.
Not in any sense ¢an this increasing obJjectivity be construed
a8 & prediction of the daalina of a particular type of child
sare, but, rather, it points hepatull& to the time when in
each of the areas of the children's field there shall evolve
& more intelligent and # more effective program than we are
now making available. Serious students in the foster home

9!heia Sophie Van Senden, How Foster Children Turn Out,
State Charities Ald Ausaéiii!&ﬁ“a?‘ﬂeﬁ York, FEBIIEEEI
No. 165, New York, 1924,
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rield, for example, are now the first to acknowledge that
foster homes are not the answer Yo the needs of all children
put that they are limited to just those children who can
adjust in the rather intimate enviromment of a foster family
group. Dr. Healy listed numerous examples of e¢hildren for
whom foster home care falled. Among the thumbnail sketches

whieh he presented were the followlng:

Mrs. T. is & woman whe had made
her homekeeping her god and has
sacrificed herself to it. Her nervous
breakdown was brought on by incessant
care of her home. It is small wonder
that she failed with the warmm-hearted
Italian girl.

A girl who dwelt on the fact that
she did not have a real home of her own
was placed in a home where she sleeps
on a e¢ouch in the dining room, She says
that when Mr, J. 48 home, he lies down
on the couch in the evening and she
cannot go to bed until he gets up.

The Judge Baker Foundation feels
that the foster mother has very great
patience with the boy, but unfo tely
he got into sexual habits with R., another
boy placed in the home.

From a Judge Baker Foundation report:
When six years old, in one of the first
foster homes, Helen learned masturbation
from two girls already in the home. She
has practiced it ever sinece.

It 18 evident that Ruth has an
inferiority feeling in relation to the
‘other girl from the Soclety /gﬂg\gs'!'f ,

[~
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placed in the same home. This girl
who is brighter mentally than Ruth,
looks down upon her. Ruth often
remarks, "I don't want to go along
%ggdge:émgh:;gfs not want me.

On the basis of these brief statements it 1s obvious
that the placement of ﬁheae ¢hildren in their particular
foster homes was extremely unfortunate and that a change in
planning was required to provide the kind of care that would
prevent further damage being done to the children involved.
Judged by the criterion for successful placement, namsly
whetherar not the subject has developed to the point where
he is cepable of employing & nermal amount of pmamqe in
making his deelsions, it 1s all too apparent that the place-
pent of these children in foster homes resulted in complete
fallure. ,

Even more paint;ed are the case histories which were
made avallable ¢o me by the Reverend Father John H.
Houlihan, director of the Catholic Home Bureau of €hicago.
These are the histories of fifteen children who were placed
in foster homes but who failed completely to f£ind there the

help which they needed for the solutlion of their particular

1%4ealy, William and Bromner, Augusta F., Reconstructing
Behavior In Youth, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1925,
pages - .
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problems. In every instance, the ahildrer; were ultimately
gransferred from foster home settings to institutions where,
gecording to the sketehy information that concerns the
(nstitutional placement, they succeeded in making satis-
factory adjustments. It is interesting to note while
reading the summary of these cases the variety of reasons
expressed for the fallure of the children to adjust to foster
nomes, and the hopeful way in which the children were then
gransferred to an institution for cave.

Jack is a ten year old boy, the second of two
ehildren born out of wedlock to his mother. He has spent
mush of his young life in foster homes. He lived for six
and & half years in the first one and was removed only
because of the death of the foster father. When the foster
mother found it necessary to work in order to support
herself, Jack was mwe& to another foster home. In his
second foster home, Jack was very unscooperative and was
unwilling to take directions from his foster mother. After
only four months he was moved to his third foster home where
after two months his foster mother stated that Jack was so
stubborn that she was unable to cope with him. He was moved
to his fourth foster home where his adjustment was even
Worse. His foster mother characterized him as being
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a,g,tivistie, refused to wash, didn't change his clothes,
made 8 poor adjustment, disliked sports, had no friends, and
spent most of his time alone. It was suggested that he be
gransferred to St. Mary's Training School with the hope that
he might make a better adjustment with this different method
of treatment. Although the record of his placement in that
gnstitution is not complete, entries in the record following
his transfer indicate that his initial adjustment was very
good and that he responded well to group living.

Nick is the oldest of three children. His father
drank excessively with the result that there was a great deal
of marital discord which led to the neglect of the c¢hildren.
Poth parents were charasterized in the record as being
extremely unstable and unwilling to accept the burden of
earing for the children. In addition, the mother was con-
sidered as an inadequate personality with schizoid trends.
She was promiseﬁoua and preferred the satisfaction of her own
degires to the care of her children. Nick lived in four
foster homes during one year and in each case had to be
Pemoved because of illness in the home. His great mobility
during that year gave him an opportunity to play his new
assoclates for as much as he could with the result that by
~the end of the year he was forward, aggressive, and
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gormented older children. It was decided that he needed kind
put firm supervision and guldance so he was sent to an
qustitution. A later report stated that Nick had maede a good
adjustment in the institution and that muech of the anti-
goolal activities that had characterized his foster home
1iving had disappeared. .

¢arl 1s seven years old, one of three ehildren. His
pother 18 employed and the whereabouts of his father are
.unknown. Though he 1s only seven years of age, Carl has been
4n seven foster homes prior to his placement in an institu-
tion. His first placement came when he was Just a baby but
he was removed two months later because of negleet on the
part of his foster mother. From there he went to five
suscessive foster homes and was removed from each one because
of his behavior. Carl was desoribed as being extremely
stubborn, is daat_mctive around the home, and developed the
habit of biting and kieking his foster mothers. After these
wasucoessful plasements Carl was transferred to St. Joseph's
. Where he made a good adjustment., After eight months he was
transferred to 3t. Mary's Training School where, for the

PAst year and a half, he has found it possible to adjust to
the group living which the institution affords. ’

Gerald, who 18 thirteen years of age, was the




38

gourth of sixz children. After the breakdown of his family
pis one brother was sent to Dixon while his four sisters made
gatisfactory adjustments in foster homes, Gerald, however,
gailed in his foster home placement. During the year that he
gpent there he was charged with exposing himself to the
foster mother's daughter, truancy from school, theft of
slething from a store, fallure to try in school, and theft of
sandy from other ehildren in his class. He was tranafered to
gt. Joseph's where his behavior, under close supervision,
ehanged completely. He was later sent to St. Mary's Training
Sehool where his good adjustment has continued,

Richard and his sister were plaged in an institution
after their home was broken. Richard falled to adjust
properly so he was transferred to a foster home. Both
Rishard and his foster mother were dissatisflied with the
arrangement and after m was there a month he was changed to
8 second foster home. He remained in the second foster home
fo¥ a year, but was very unhappy. It was discovered that he
414 not receive the same food or care that was provided for
She other children. At the recommendation of a psychologist
Righard was transferred to a third foster home. Here he was
made to work very hard and was given what was congidered
llmrieien‘b’ spending money. In rebellion agalnst the




35

gituation Richard ran away and, when found, was placed in the
nome of nis aunt. Here he was happy for a while for he
seemed %O feel that living with relatives would compensate
gor the lack of hig own parents. For about a year he
adjusted well, both at home and at school, but at the end of
that time he began running away again, The first two times
pe ran away he returned to the home voluntarily. The next
two times he was returmed by the pollce and when he ran
away the fifth time his unele refused to have him returned to
the home., He was sent to the‘Deteﬁtion Home where he spent
three months and was then transferred to the Mlssion of Our
Lady of Mercy, a work home, where he has made a good
sdjustment. His school work has improved remarkadbly and he
feels reélaxed and comfortable in the more impersonal settling
of an institution. ‘ ’

Pat is a thirteen year o0ld boy who was born in
Ghiocago of illegitimate parents., Although the present where-
abouts of his mother are unknown, she 13 known to have been a
ward of the Juvenile Court when she was & child because of
her incorrigivility and lmmorality. Through the Juvenile
Gourt she was placed in the House of Good Shepherd from which
She was ultimately released. After her release from the
Bouse of Good Shepherd, she became pregnant and was sent to
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geneva. When released from Geneva she abandoned Pat and
disappeared. Pat's paternity has never been established and
there are no relatives from whom visits can be expected. rlat
was placed in a foster home at the age of one and was removed
from that home a year later when the foster mother found it
necessary ﬁo secure employment. He stayed another year in a
gecond foster home but had to be removed from that one because
of the illness of the foster mother. His longest foster home
stay, covering a period of four years, was in his third foster
home but his stablility there was dissolved by the fact that
‘the foster parents moved to Califernia. During the next four
years Pat was placed in seven foster homes but failed to make
a satisfactory adjustment in any of them. The standard
complaint received from each of the seven foster homes was
that Pat lied, stole from the foster parents as well as from
people in the commnnitﬁ, that he was stubborn and exhibited

& display of temper whenever he failed to approve of the
requirements which were made upon him., After his seventh
unsuccessful foster home experience, Pat was placed at St.
Joseph's Home for the Friendless where he gave evidence of
being able to make a satisfactory adjustment in an institu-
tional setting. A few months later he was sent to’ St.

Nary's Training Sohool where his adjustment became complete.




by

pat has iived at 3t. Mary's for the past twe years with no
peocourrance of Lhe maladjustment which was evident during
nis stay in the last seven foster homes,

Robert is a nine year old boy who has three brothers
apnd one slster. At the age of elght he was apprehended
preaking into a liquor store and was placed in the Juvenlle
Detention Home. A soclal study of Robert's background
discloses that he had been completely rejected by his mother
and that because of her lack of lnterest in the boy she found
1% impossible to control his behavior. Robert was placed in
a foster home where he remalned for only one month. During
this month the mother visited the home and stated flatly that
she wanted no further contact with him. The mother's
rejectlon aggravated Robert's anti-soclal attltude with the
pesult that he became & serious behavior problem in the
foater home and in the school. Because of his bellligerance
be lost many friends that he had sueceeded in malking and the
foster mother refused to keep him any longer because of his
dwpudence and incorrigibility. Robert was sent to St.
Jeseph's Home for the Frieudless where, with an absence of
antagonisms, he began to adjust himself. On the advice of
the staff psychiatrist he was then transferred to St. Mary's
Training Schooi where, in the relaxed enviromment of the
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gome, he has 311{3»11 no evidence of the behavior problems that
pad oharacterized him while at home and in the foaster home
placement. _
Joan is a thirteen year old girl, the eldest of

ghree children, all of whom are living in institutions. The
whereabouts of the mother are unknown and the father 1s
jpoarcerated in Joliet as a result of a charge of armed
pobbery. Joan was placed in four foster homes over a period
of three years but because she falled ® adjust herself
satisfactorily, 1t was necessary to remove her from each one
and to seek other placement. A fifth foster home was sought
for her in which she stayed for five years, not becsuse she
made a good adjustment, but because the extremely fine foster
parents made every effort to correct her anti-social
behavior. However, during those five years she continued to
steal from the foster parents and from people in the
ecommunity. She also absented herself overnight on numerous
ogoasions and lied to the neighbors saying that the foster
parents had gone away for several days at a time leaving her
M her own. In spite of heroic efforts made by the fster
parents, they finally reached the point where they could no
lenger permit Joan to live in their home. Joan was
transferred to -St. Mary's Training School where she received
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ghe help of éonsistent payehiatﬁe treatment and professional
opservetion from other members of the staff. The records of
the catholic Home Buresu indlcate that after a year at St.
pary's, Joan is making a satisfactory adjustment for the
girst time in her life..

Catherine is a flfteen year o¢ld girl who had lived
with her father and step-mother until she reached the age of
eieven. Her life with the step-mother was very unhappy for
she administered sush severe beatings to Catherine that it
was necessary to remove Catherine from the home for her own
protection. In attempting to provide Catherine with the care
that she failed to f£find in her own home, she was plaged in
nine foster homes over & perlod of two and a half years. In
eash of the nine foster homes Catherine falled completely to
sdjust herself. In spite of the lack of seourity which she
had experienced in her own family setting, she consistently
vefused to accept any of the foster families aé her own.
After falling to adjust in any of the nine foster homes,

‘Satherine was plaged at the St. Joseph's Home for the

Priendless where she has lived for the past year and a half,
Bere, in the impersonal setting of an imstitution Catherine
has found the kind of atmosphere in which she can be most

happy. She shall contimue to live at St. Joseph's until one
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of her siatez?a is 1in a position to provide a home for her.

~ Paul 13 & ten year old boy of illegitimate birth who
eame to the attention of the Catholie Home Bureau when he was
an infant. His mother abandoned him and the father was never
M- He was placed in a foster home where he lived for
seven years. He made such a satlsfastory adjustment in this
foster home that it was quite apparent that he was receiving
all of the affectlion and security that he needed.
unfortunately, the foster father died and the foster mother
found it necessary to seck employment. Paul was removed from
this foster hom and placed in a second one where he stayed
for only four months., His removal there was based upon his
somplete inability to adjust to & new setting whieh he
dmmonstrated by his refusal to accept direction and his
eonsistent uncooperative attitude. His studbbormess con-
tinued in the third toﬁter home where he was able to stay for
only two months. His fourth foster home provided him with
earé over a period of two years, but even here his attitude
was negativistic. He refused to keep himself clean or to
ehange ¢lothing regularly. He had &n extremely poor school
Pecord and always falled to cultivate friends. From this
bewildering situation he was transferred to St. Mary's
Training School where, ascording to the record, he has been
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gble to £ind himself in the routine of institutional living.
george, age thirteen; Charles, nine; and Raymond,
geven, were three brothers 'nho came to the attention of the
catholic Home Bureau because their father had deserted them
and because their mother not only was 111, but was a
degenerate type of individual. The three boys obviously
needed protective care and were placed in a foster home that
was felt by the Bureau to be in a position to provide it.
Howsver, thelr mother came to the foster home during the
foster mother's absence and removed the boys without .
permission, returning them to their own heme. The boys were
plased again in another foster home but again the mother
interfered, making the success of the placement impossible.
pecause of her determination to have the boys at home,
arrangements were made 'to secure Ald to Dependent Children
in order that she may be assisted finanelally in providing the
doys with care. However, due to the complete lack of dis-
eipiine which the mother provided, the boys were again
removed from the home and were placed in St. Mary's Training
Sehool where they could receive care and where it would be
quite impossible for the mother to interfere with the
protective program which was provided for them. The boys
have been living at St. Mary's Training School for almost a




goar end have benefited immeasurably by the protection which
ghey have recelved.

John, whose parents are divorced, is seven years of
age. He has an older sister and a younger brother who have
made satisfactory foster home adjuatments., John, however,
was in six foster homes and failed te adjust in any of them.
go was removed from his first foster home because "of the
eonditions found in the foster home." He was removed from
the other five because of the behavier problem which he
pregented. He was cheracterized as being extremely stubborn.
e was also said to have displays of temper, that he was
destructive around the house, and that he made a practice of
hitting and kieking his foster mothers. He was placed in
8t. Joseph's Home for the Friendlees st the age of five and
was transferred to St. Mary's Training School when his
improved behavior indicated that continued adjustment might
be expected in an institutional setting.

' Mary is a seven year old girl of illegitimate birth,
one of elight ehildren who are being cared for by Catholic
Charities. Mary was placed with her natural mother at the
time of birth but was removed in a short time because of
Beglect. Mary was then plaged in ten foster homes over a
period of six years. In some instances Mary was removed from
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poster homes because of foster parents' illness but in the
others ghe was premoved because of her behavior problems.
pary was "unable to settle down because she never felt that
4¢ would be permanent, she felt that good or bad she would
probably be moved." Mary was sent to St. Joseph's Home for
the Priendless where, after a period of five months, she came
to understand that in an institutional setting she eould
peceive the security and stability that she sought. Having
peached this understanding, Mary was reedy to be transferred
to St. Mary's Training Schoel, and, because of her
enthusiazm for the transfer, has made a very satisfastory
sdjustment in the institution.

Frank, nine years of age, and his brother, Joseph,
sre ehildren of divoreed parents. Although their mother has
never proved herself to be capable of providing the care
required by the two boys, the divorce was really precipitated
by the excessive drinking engaged in by the father. Their
only home was & very unhappy one and eventually led to the
imprisonment of the father and the subsequent divoree. After
the dissolution of the home the boys were placed in five
foster homes. Joseph, the younger boy, was always well
8seepted and adjusted, but Frank consistently failed to get
Along in a foster home setting. His provacative behavior
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was the cause of the many transfers which were made. An
attempt to solve the pmblﬁm was made by plaeing the boys in
peparate foster homes but both of the boys were s0 lonesoms
for each other that they were reunited in their fifth foster
home placement. Here agaln, however, Frank falled to adjust.
1t was the opinlon of the foster home parents that Frank's
patred for his father made 1t difficult for him to relate to
the foster fathers with the result that a recomendation was
made that the boys be placed in & more lmpersonal setting.
poth boys, beecause of the Bureau's desire to keep them
tegether, were transferred to St. Mary's Training School
where, in the more impersonal atmosphere of the agency and
with the controlled routine which waseffered, both boys have
found it possible to live harmoniously with the rest of the
group. -

William is a ten year old boy of illegitimate
parentage who has spent approximately eight and a half years
in foster homes prior to his institutional placement. His

first foster home plaecement was a suceessful one and he

spent seven years in that envirenment., A change was made
enly because the foster mother found 1% necessary to move to
Florida. william then stayed in four foster homes over a
period of ons year and three months., After a year in the
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eirst foster home it was necessary to remove William since

¢he foster mother needed hospital care. In each of the next
ghree foster homes he stayed only one month and was removed
grom each of the homes because of his asthmatic condition
which required more care than the foster mothers were able to
provide. Each of the foster mothers stated that their
families were kept awake all night because of his condition.
ginee they seemed unable to clear up the difficulty, they felt
that William should be placed where he would receive more
sonsistent and adequate medical care. Willliam was tranaferreé
to St. Mary's Training School where the desired medical care
was available and, according to the records of the Catholic
Home Bureau, his two year stay there has been a sucoessful

ene in taima of care and in terms of his own adjustment to

the institutional setting.

These sketohes of children who failed to make
satisfactory adjustments in a foster home setting are just a
few of the meny examples available. The truth of the matter
is that foster homes, despite the significant sontribution
which they have made to the field of child care, are not the
only type of program required to successfully meet the needs
of contemporary children. Certainly the program is still
too young to have completely refined the teshnique which is
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employed. Dr. Healy, in a critlcal but objestive statement
eoncerning the foster home program, writes:

Those who have claimed perfection
for the foster family type of care,
however, have done it more harm than
good. The overstatements and mis-
statements as to the aectual accomplish-
ments have often been due to the faoct
that those who made them really did not
know what was happening -- which is
further proof of the necessity of
keeping careful records. If the
foster family is to be used for the
training of children, especially for
those presenting personality and ,
conduct problems, it must be used in
a far more scientific way than many
agencies in the children's field have
used 1t,.14 ‘

With the eritical studies which have been made of
foster home care, there has developed a new appreciation for
the potential contribution which e¢an be made by institutions
to contemporary children who are in need of care. Now that
the controversy between foster homes and institutions has
subsided, we are able to see for the first time the truly
broad perspective needed if we are to intelligently under-

stand the requirements of all children. No longer do we
look to one type of program as superior to the other. At
last we have reached the point where we look at the child
llHealy, William and Bronner, Augusta F., Regonstriieti

::::vim- In Youth, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1929,
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his needs.

1ts appearance. Writers in the field;hava

erystallized thls trend:and have set the pattern for
thoughtful students to follow.
Healy we find this intelligent statement conecerning the
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and, on, the basls of a careful study and interpretation of his
problems, determine the type of care which will best serve

The trend toward this more intelligant method for
the placement of children has so completely captivatad the
minds of workers in the,field’that & profesasional approach
whioh was not possible during the period of controversy has

In quoting again from Dr.

approach t0 be used in the placement of children:

- The dee¢ision whether a child :
mist be cared for in a foster family
or in an institution will be deter-
mined by the whole body of material
assembled in the course of the
ingquiry -- and upon this is based the
diagnosis. To repeat, there can be
ne quarrel between the advocates of
elther type of ecare if all of the
interested parties agree that there
must be, first of all, a thorough
understanding of the child's situation.
For the ghild whose own home does not
offer him the conditions to which every
normal child has a right, the effort .
should be made, even though he presents
a behavior problem, to give him an
environment which ipsures individual
care and affection.

-

123°&1V) William and Bronner, Auguata P., Reeonstrueting

Behavior In Youth, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1003,
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?ram England comes an indication of the fact that

this,ehaﬁging'thcught ia not confined to the program of c¢hild
welfare as it is conducted in the United states. D.HM, Dyson,
in his book The Foster Home And The Boarded Out Child also

makes an intelligent and forth-right statement concerning the

considerations involved in the matter of the placement of

children.

The great majority of the children
living away from their own relatives
must be cared for in Homes or foster
homes. Neither form of care 1s in
itself better or worse than the other,
though either may be better or worse
for the individual child. For some
only Home oare is possible, and for
others it 1s desirable, while for some
only foster home care will allow the
full development of their gifts. The
touchatone lies not in the excellence
of the Home care over foster home
care, or vice versa, but in the choice
for each of that form of care which
will best sult him, Every organigzation,
statutory or voluntary, responsible
for large numbers of children should
be able to make the choice in the light
of each c¢hild's needs and capacities,
and not according tg preconceived
ideas and poligies.i3

And, as Edith M.H. Baylor says iun her very off-hand

statement concerning the need for exercising intelligence in

Eényson D at
s D.M,, The Foater Home and The Boarded Out Child
George Allen and Unwin LY., Tondon, I0%7, page 15—
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planning the placement of a child: "The selection of
anything should be in terms of what 1g thought may be accom-
plished by that thing, be it a foster home, an institution,
a washing machine, or a radia.“lg

With the acknowledged failure of foster homes to
supply the needs of every child and, with the newly-found
appreciation for other types of care, we can now turn to the
field of institutions for an examination of what that area
has to offer the neglected and dependent childreu who are in
need of care, guidance, and protection.

The obJjective self-oriticism whioch has made itself
felt in the foster home fleld has also become increasingly
evident among those who seek to improve the calibre of care
offered by institutions. The serious student of institutions
recognizes that daringﬂthd long history ef that type of
care, many mistakes have been made. Howard Hopkirk, in
writing about the origin of institutional care says:

i Within the Christian tradition
there are indications concerning the
oare of dependent and neglected
children that go back to the dim
beginnings of chureh history. In his
book, The Institution for Children,
the Reverend A.T, Jamison mentlons
the Council of Nicaea of 325 A.D., under

1“Buylor, Edith M.H., The Rehabilitation Of Children, Harper
& Brothers, New York, 1939, page 312. _—
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the authority of which hosploes were
organized for the care of travelers,
the sick, and the poor. These shelters
were perhaps the first Christilan
agencies to care for destitute children.
An article appearing in the Annals of
the American Academy of Polisital and
Social Science takes up the theme as
follows: "In the Middle Ages the
monastic tradition established the
inastitution as the training place par
excellence for Christian character.
Quite naturally thls 1ldea was applied
to the upbringing of children who
because of parental shortcomings or
other misfortunes were forced to depend
on other shelter than their own homes.
If the monastary and the convent were
of tenefit for the Christian culture of
men and women who might, 1f necessary,
cope with the world, obviously similar
institutions under religilous suspiges
were adapted to the saving of children
who would perish or at least grow up in
miserable surroundings if not taken
into places of shelter. This develop-
ment in the Roman Catholis Church
undoubtedly carried over to the other
Chrigtian bodies and eatablished a
tradition widely followed in this country.
confining our view to the United
States, it was the nuns of the Ursuline
gonvent in New Orleans who were the
first to undertake the care of children
separate from needy adults. An Indian
massacre in 1729 brought newly orphaned }
children to be cared for by the sisters,
thus emphasizing the fact that the f
emergensy needs of children in time of
war and disaster have always stimilated
the tggnﬁing of institutions for their
oare.- ’ : *

15Hopkirk, Howard W., Institutions Serving Children, Russell
Sage Foundation, New York, 19%%, pages 2-

*
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;Er;m earllest times the humanitarian ilmpulse
exprease& in the efforts of religious and fraternal
organizations was to be seen as well in the attempts of
government to care for homeless and neglected children, The
early history of the government's attempt to meet the problem,
whieh is believed to have followed the original work done by
the chureh, can be traced in this country to the undertakings
of local governmental groups. The care providad needy
children by the government at that early date was primitive
in the extreme. If a child were not sold or indentured, he
shared the fate of ilmpoverished adults, the mentally
deranged, and the delinquent by being treated almost like
cattle -- herded together for such shelter and food as the
almshouses or even the prisons of the day afforded.
Unguestionably, the history of institutional eare in the
United States contains many black passages, as is true of
institutional care all over the world. In spite of
developments over the years and the conatant improvements
which have occurred since the end of the last gentury, there
eontinues to linger in the minds of those acquainted with
the history of earlier methods a certain amount of
assoclation with the morbid mass care of the almshouse days.

By the ﬁiddle of the nineteenth century dis-
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;atisfactién with care of children in almshouges, usually
operatedkby county supervisors of the poor, had already
stimulated many private undertakings for their relief, some
of which were given grants of public funds. Somewhat later
such dissatisfaction became great enough to lead to the
enactment of state laws and the appropriation of local funds
for the establishment of separate county homes for children,
It 18 unfortunate that institutions, despite their
earnest efforts to improve their programs have been so
reluctantly received as an important part of the total field
of child welfare. Cecelia McGovern writes concerning this

reluctance:

Even after segregation of
children from the aged took place,
and special bulldings were bullt
and programs inaugurated for
dependent and neglected children,
and for delinguents and the mentally
retarded, institutions still main-
tained their odious reputation,
Not even the progress evidenced by
the movement from orphanages to
schools or Homes helped to dispel
the opprobrious attitude toward
these traditional programs. The
latest and most progressive step
of converting these homes into
community centers or children's
villages also met with some resis-
tance as recently as the early
thirties. There still are some
workers in the child welfare field
‘whose honeat conviction it 1s that
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81l children's institutions should
elose and that the shildren should
be placed in foster homes, in homes
of relatives, or in their own homes
with adequate allowances from the
?aderal-&tate\pragrgg of aid to
Dependent Children.

It is true, of course, that the improvement in the
institutional care field did not come as quickly as it might.
Many years of bunéling:miatakea.pasaad before the eon-
temporary standards were achleved, but this is not sufficient
reason for the condemnation of institutions as an avenue for
child care. In fact, as Hopkirk points out, much of the
oriticiasm for the tardy improvement can be l1lald at the feet
of many of those who oriticize the methods of institutions.

The lack of widespread and
eritical interest on the part of
the community aceounts for much of
the backwardness that oharacterizes
many of our soclial institutions.
Thisg is especlially true of any
organization serving those who are
dependent upon society for all op
part of thelr care; it applies to
institutions for adults as well as
to those caring for children. One
reason for this apathy lies in the
fact that governmental officlals
and most taxpayers, together with
those who support community chests
and independent sgencies, are not
among those who use charitable

16Mogovern, Cecella, Servie
; . ¢es To Children In Inatitutions
Ranadelli Inc., wﬁaﬁ!nsfan, D.¢., 1945, §§éér1o ’




institutions. They dec not expect
: their own children %o live in & ¢hild

- caring institution and therefore it is

) not 80 real to them as are public
sshools and hospitals which serve them
personally. Mr. American watches with
some attentiveness his schools and
hospitals, knowing that they are con-
stantly needed in these days by his
own family and the families of his
friends, But he is relatively
indifferent to the question of
efficiency in establishments, such
as child caring institutions and
schools for dependent, delinguent,
and those physically and mentally
handicapped; hospitals for the mentally
diseased; ggmns for the aged; prisouns
and Jails.

Regardless of the causes for delay in the lmprovement
of inatitutional care, the important thing is that
1mprov»mtnts‘hnwc been made which has elevated the contri-
bution whieh institutions ecan make to dependent children
to & far higher level than has ever been known in history.
The quality and training of institutional personnel is far
better than was true in the past. The untrained matron on
twanéy~faur hour duty and the executive who was chosen simply
for his ability to operate the agency as cheaply as possible
is giving way to well-educated men and women with special
knowledge and training in the field of child care who are

1THopkirk, Howard W., Institutions servigﬁgﬁhildren, Russell
Sage Foundation, New YOrk, 104%, page .
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allowed t@ﬁiive relatively normal and full lives even though
thelr wofk makes 1t necesgsary for them to residé‘in an
institution, \

The improved institutional executives making their
appearance today are aantributiﬁg to 2 higher Standard
ghroughout the field. In several states welfare officials
regsponsibvle for 1icen$1ng institutions have had splendid
cooperation from inatitutional executives in drafting
standarda to be published by state welfare departments.
Executives more than any others have intimate acquaintance
with the problems of c¢hild-caring establishments, and as
their work is put upon a professional level we can expect
from them mueh of the vital leadership needed to improve
thie field of welfare work. In addition, more and more
institutions have ataadard# sufficiently high and leadership
sufficiently intelligent to permit them to invite and use
thoughtful oriticism from outsiders. Consultants are
1nc£aasingly in demand whose professional competeénce ls
greater than that of any member of the board or staff.

Another important change has been in the names used
by many of the child-earing institutions. More and more of
them are beginning to use the word home and, what is even
more important, are bullding thelr program to give the most
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homz-iike étmosphare possible to the children who live in

the ageﬁcy. The modern trend toward cottages rather than the
large oongregate dormitories is indicative of the desire to
make the institutions as cougenial to normal childhood as
possible. In many instances where €his complete change has
not been possible, adaptations have been made to modify the
"institutional eppearance" as much as possible.

The number of children under the care of any one
houseparent in an institution has also been radically
reduced. VWhere formerly large numbers were emphasized and
effort exerted to keep every bed filled lest financlal loss
might eventually lead to extinotion, today there is a new
security abroad in this field. Reduction of numbers ls
freely discussed, and there 1s no sensitivity about this
trend because 1natitutien#1 workers do not associate 1t with
the idea that the institution as a method of care is on the
wane. Institutional workers reflect this new security in
their free discussions about the wealmess of their own
programs. Everywhere plans are under way for improvement
in physical facilities, reorganization of programs and
aotivities to meet the needs of the children served, and in
training of personnel to cope with the more difficult
ehildren now admitted,




61

But perhaps the most signifiseant change that has come
into belng in the institutional program is the intelligent
uge ofgroup therapy for the solution of the problems
presented by some of the children under cars. No longer 13
the institution simply a plaee for a child to spend his youth
simply because he has no other place %o go, but rather it has
become a place in whieh the neédy ehlld ean receive thera-
peutic treatment as well as room and board. Mr. Hirashbach
describes this area of servise by writing:

With some Jjustification,
children's institutions have been
likened to hospltals and have
attempted to approach the setting
and the philosophy of hospitals.
Institutions, too, are centers
devoted o diagnosis and treatment;
the illiness which they combat are
malad Justment, emotional troubles
and the wounds inflicted by life's
tragedies. The various activities
within the institution ~- school,
goclal serviee, recreation, vocational
programs -- are being directed and
coordinated toward one purpose; the

§ovi§ent and the recovery of the

Miss MceGovern, in wrlting of the history of this
significant contribution to institutional care, outlines the

Birachbaah, Ermest, A Diveetian For Children's
Institutiona, General Secve charities,

Ston, Pa,, Published In Chiia Welfare. the Journal
§§g§“§2°”‘1d Welfare League of America, Ine., March 1949,
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steps that were involved in the evolution of group therapy
as & method of treatment.

The fact that man is by nature
& soclal being and thinks, acts, and
lives with considerable counsciousness
of the emotional, soelal and physiocal
proximity of his fellow beings is by
‘no means & newly discovered actuality.
Man's gregariocusness has always been
recognized but only during the present
century has it been delliberately
utilized to influence his adjustment.

The first therapeutic use of the
group was educational and dates dback
to 1905 when Dr. J.H. mttj in an
effort to conserve time, requested a
number of his tubercular patients to
gather in a group meeting at the
Boston Dispensary for instruction in
personal hyglene. The physielian
immediately recogulzed the emotional
values involved and recorded the faect
that these patients were encouraged by
the experience, received helpy from one
another, and enjoyed the heartening
effects. He continued the meetings,
writing detailed descriptions of the
preparations and facilities necessery
for suscessful results. His method was
widely publiecized and used advantageously
by many elinies in the treatment of
various chronic dlseases,

The next conscious use of the group
for therapy was for cases of mental
disturbance and Dr. J.L. Moreno is
usually credited with this development.
In 1911 in experiments conducted in
Vienna, he treated children with a
method he termed psychodrama or the
spontaneity theatre. The fundamental
principle involved was to let the ,
children act out thelr fantasles on a
fairy tale level. There were several




‘other experiments of the use of the
group for mental patients carried on
throughout the twenties and thirties
in this country.

Achievements have been nost out-
standing in the Jewish field of child
welfare in the use of group therapy for
shildren presenting difficult problems.
The experiments of S.R. Slavson with
groups of children treated under the
auspices of the Jewish Board of
Guardians, New York City, since 1934,
have recelved wide attention and the
publications emanating from the study
of these children in controlled groups
have proved helpful to all those
eng:ged in the field of social adjust-
ment.,

Slavson's use of the group has a
regreations) approach. In small groups
he welded together the aggressive and
the withdrawn child, devising ways
through whiceh children of both extremes
could find satisfaction. Slavson has
found that the c¢hild by astually living
out his frustrations and aggressions and
coping with real life situations in the
group gats hig bearings and finds & new
perspective.*

with the self-criticism which institutions have
turned upon themselves, and with the many changes which have
cocurred in facilities, programs, and peraannel,‘it is only
natural that institutions have given much thought to their
new-found role in the welfsre field with the result that
they more clearly understand their function now than ever
Tncgovern, cecella, services To Children In Instituticna,

Ransdell, Inc., washingbon, D.C., 1948, pagé 5I and the
following.
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pefore. That the institutlon nhas a vital role to play is
olearly understood, and the contributions 1t is in a position
to make are many. Henrietta L. Gordon in her book Poster

care For ahildrenkliats one of ths.many runctians,af-modern

snstitutions.

- Children starved for affection,
with such personallty difficulties for
problems congerning thelr own parents
that they are unable to enter into a
vital new relationship in foster homes
should enter institutions. These
children when placed in an institution
may learn to live away from their own
families untll such time as they may
be resady to take on new relationships
in other family groups, if by that time
their own parents stlll cannot take them
home. Placed directly in foster family
homes, suech children have been found to
require frequent plagements. Often each
succeeding replacement leaves the child
less able to accept a foster home and
even more digsiault o treat in an
institution.

In addition to this funetion, more and more applli-

cations are being made for the plaaementlﬁf adolescents in
institutions. This is the period when children normally

break loose from parental tiles and get their satisfactions
not so much from close relationships with adults as they do

20 ‘ |
Gordon, Henriette L., Foster Care Por Children, Published
in the Sooial Work Year Book 1040, garet B, Hodges,
Editor, Russell Sage Foundation, New York, 1949, page 211.
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grom the spirlt of camaraderic and loyalty which develops
among fellow group members.

Frequently an emotional situation exists where the
parent remains strongly attached to his chlld and where
institutional placement seems preferable to foster home care.
such a parent may resent any transfer of the parental role to
a foster mother, éspecially if, even through a long period of
4nstitutional care, he can continue with satisfaetion to
himself to nourish the child with affection by visits and
letters. This type of parent, unless badly disturbed, will
accept the housemother in an institution as a reasonable
substitute, and will cooperate with her.

Another group of children for whem institutional
placement succeeds are those who are so physically or
mentally constituted that piacemant elsewhere 1s impossible.
Children of 1illeglitimate birth are numerous in this group as
are phosc who were avallable for adoptioﬁ in early childhood

but not eligible because of low mentality, physical
deformity, and general physical and social unattractiveness.

The institution provides many asctivities in which they can
engage and makes possible a number of fairly close
relationships among staff members and individuals interested
in the work of the institution. Despite their mental
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packwardness these children often measure up very well under
eareful supervision and with tralning geared to their own
jevel of understanding.

children who are in need of training are also being
placed in institutional settings with success. Not long ago
the routine of institutional living was oriticized from all
sides as being harmful to the growth of the child, but today
this same routine is found to fulfill a speclal fnnati¢n for
many children. Perhaps it i3 due to the fact that
instisutional personnel have learned to put across more
cleverly and pleasantly the methods for earrying out those
tasks that can be drudgery if enforced in a mechanical way.
whatever the reason for the sucscess, it has been adequately
proved that children in need of training can learn the
fundamentals of basie eleaﬁlinass. neatness, the importance
of keeping appointments, oooperative responsibility, and the
rest in an institutional setting. | )

" ounildren with behavior problems are finding treatment
in institutions, Formerly, if an emotionally disturbed
ohild was admitted, he was frequently dismissed from the
care of the institution just as soon as his behavior caused
any disruption in the group. During the past decade,
however, group therapists have pointed to the values of
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groupaliViﬁg programs in discerning causes of behavior and
also in treating it. The nature of the group lends itself to
greatment by the fact that members can be used to help one
another in the solution of thelr individual problems.
Relationships and attitudes can be spotted in group activities
pore quickly than they can bhe perceived through individual
contacts. Both the aggressive and the withdrawn child can be
helped toward a better adjustment through this group
experience. Wlth proper understanding these children can be
made a part of group astivity with the result that inhibitions
ean be developed and soclal potentialities can be exploited

to their fullest extent. '

Youngsters who need only a brief period of care away
from their famllies also find institutional sare best sulted
for their requirements. The strains of developing a
relationship with members of the foster home, while remaining
related to their own parents, may be tea‘taxing to warrant the
effort for a brief period of time.

And last among the many positive contributions
institutions are capable of making 1s that of maintaining
famlly groups and conserving sibling affection. It is
important when determining the type of placement required
for children to try to understand the degree of dependence
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upon one another by the brothers and sisters involved. In the
old days rrach damage was daae by child-placing agencles and
qpstitutions in separating siblings who had affection for one
another, affection often deepened by the experience which
pemoved them from their mother. Hopkirk tells what he says is
an suthentlc story of sueh echildish distress dating about
1810, when a little New Hampshire boy was separated from his
family and bound out in ascordance with the prevailling custom
when there was no breadwinner. Later, he wrote in his |
recollections of his ehildhood that to comfort himself during
the separation from his brothers and sisters hs used to tell
their names over to himself at bedtime "like beads on a
rosary". Perhaps Hopkirk's illustration is sentimental, but
at least it is indicative of the depth of despair to which a
ehild can descend when separated arbitrarily from his

brothers and sisters. In the expansive scope of the
institution this trauma can be avoided.

' There 1is no doubt but that the modern children's
institution has come into 1ts own and has found 2 secure
place among the great methods available for the care of needy
shildren. Mr. Hirschbach has summarized as well as anyone
the role of contemporary institutions when he wrote:

' The new children's institution
should emerge ag a bastion of security
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to 1ts children., While continuing

to develop the best specialized
services of all kinds, these services
should be merged and blended into an
atmosphere of asceptance and belonging
and guidance. The c¢hild in this

institution should feel that after all

the rejection, the failures, the
troubles which he has encountered, he
is flnally entering a place that will
not let him down., While he will not
find a home or parents, he will find
th;~essentia1wquaiitie:ithat m&kz i:r »
a home: uarmg » direction, consistency,

- and see¢
_ - With this confidence in the role of the modern
institution we can proceed to a review of the backgrounds of
the children who have contrlbuted to this study of the

fanily.

2lxipsohbash, Ernest Biraetian Fnr Children's
natitutieﬁa, aeus§a1‘§eareé ¥ West
farretarions on, Ta., Published in cmid Voitare, the Journes

harities,

of the Child Welfare League of America, Inec., March 1949,

page 15,




CHAPTER IIX
A GLIMPSE OF THE BACKGROUND OF THE FAMILIES STUDIED

Francis Bocon once said, "Happy are the families
where the government of parents 1s the reign of affection,
and obedlence of the children the submiseion of love."
Indeed, Bacon's observation was correct, but unfortunately
in every generaﬁionﬂthere were families which did not
pucceed in attaining the lofty ideal which Bacon held high

only the forms have changed, and with that change hes come
en improvement in our understanding of the social illiand of
[ its many implications. Back in 1919 the Russell Sage

Foundation published as one of its Social Work Series a
study by Joanna C. celcérﬂ entitled simply Broken Homes.

Miss Colcord at the time was the Superintendent of the

preface to the book, Mary E. Richmond, editor of the Soecisml
Work Series, hailed Miss Colcord's work as & brilliant
milestone along the road to understanding family disorgani-
zation. 1In glowing words Miss Richmond writes:

- 70 -

before them. The problém of broken homes is &s old & man --

Charity Organization Society of the City of New York. Im the
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Ko less thoughtful a critic of men
and manners than Joseph Conrad has
remarked recently that a universal exper-
ience "is exactly the sort of thing
which is most diffiecult to appraise
justly in the individual instance.” The
saying might have been made the motto of
this book, for in its pages Miss Colcord--
with all the eagerness of the newer school
of social workers, bent upon understanding,
upon making allowances -- seeks that just
appraisal to which Conrad refers. Marital
infelicities and broken homes are not
universal, fortunately, but some of the
human weaknesseg which lead to them are
nearly so.

After such an encouraging preface, I turned with real
interest to the table éf contents in order that I might get a
quick look at tha‘acrt of information Miss Colcord had to
sontribute to the understanding of the causes of broken
homes, and I was amazed to see that the study which had been
so enthusiastically aeqlaimad considered the male of the
family the only significant contributor to the creation of
broken homes. The chapter headings inecluded such provocative
statements as "why Do Men Desert Their Families?" "Finding
The Deserting Husband,” "The Home-staying Non-supporter,”
and "The Details Of Treatment." So certain was Miss Colcord
that broken homes were the result of the infidelity of men

alone that she listed twelve contributing factors and

“Coleord, Joanua C., Broken Homes, Russell Sage Foundation,
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gecompanied each with an expressive case history, indicating
pow in each instance at least one man she had studled had

succumbed to temptation and had yielded to his desires rather

than adhering to the righteous, though perhaps less exelting,
pesponsibilities of family;iire., The eontributing factors
which Miss Colcord listed, some of them not very compli-
mentary, were aetnhl mental deficiency, faults in early
training, differences in background, wrong basis of marriage,
1ack of education, occupational faults, wanderlust, money
troubles, ill health and physical debility, temperamental
incompatibility, sex incompatibility, and vieious habits.
anubver, even though her study indicated most of the men
from broken homes were degenerate and without a shred of
moral responsibility, she did rally briefly to their defense
by acknowledging the fadt that there were contributing
factors in the community which, although they did not

Just;ry man's actions, did at least make these énti»éoeial
actions a bit more understandable. Pactors such as the
interference of relatives, racial attitudes toward marriage,
commnity standards, lack of proper recreation, the

influence of companions, and the expectation of charitable
Pelief were listed and prbperly documented through'the use
of 1llustrative case histories.
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Dpaﬁite this concession on the part of Miss Colcord,
her work, to the modern student, seems archaic slmost to the
point of being ridiculous. While contemporary newspapers are
filled with the lurid stories of family difficulties as they
are aired in our courts, Miss Colcord writes blithely that to
"¢take men to oourt 1s treason against the intangible bonds
that still hold between them." But there was one statement
in the book which indicated that the writer suspected, some-
what reluctantly, that the fault of the broken home might not
always be 1aid at the feet of the man of the family for she
writes, "Another great change in emphasis has been upon the
question of interviewing the man, and of being sure that his
side, or what he thinks is his side, has been thoroughly
understood. "2

Todsy we know th&t'brokun homes result from the
inabllity of both men and women to adjust to the requirements
of normal family life -- that the dasortion of the father
doe; not at all cover the many anti-gocial conditions which
destroy the family setting. In a recently published Annual
Message of wiiliam N, Erickson, president of the Board of
Conmissioners of Cosk County, Illinois, a part of the
section devoted to the rep¢rt of the Juvenile Court listed
2Ibid, page 55 (the underscoring is mine.)
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pivision of the Court.
for the year October 1, 1947 to September 30, 1948 and of
ghese cases 1,664 were listed as having been brought to the

611 cases
219 cases
146 cases

113 cases
1 casep
98 cases
97 cases
T9 cases
57 cases

39 cases
27 cases
24 cases
20 cases
26 cases

Th

ghe reasons for the referral of cases to the Complaint
A total of 7,839 cases were referred

attention of the Complaint Division as the result of "lack of
sdequate support or care from parent or guardian.”

These cases were broken down as follows:

Neglect

Broken Homes

Mental or Physical Illness
of larents

Guardianship Disputes

Unmarried Mothers

Custody Disputes

Housing Difficulties

Domestic Difficulties

Re jection of Children by
Parents

Economic Stress

Parents Arrested

- Ron-support

nathog Employed
Other -

The wide range of reasons for the breakdown of homes
outlined above show all too clearly that either of the
parents or both are frequently the cause of family breakdowns
in our contemporary society. Each of the difficulties listed
represents a threat to normal family living and the category
listed "Broken Homes" is in reality the number of cases in

SErickson, William N., Annual Messsge, Board of Commissioners
of Cook County, Illinols, 1048, page 205.
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which actu&i separation or divoree has already occurred.

A later report, covering nine months of the year
1949, showed that a total of 7,596 children had been referred
to the court during the period January 1, 1949 to September 3Q
19%9. Of this large number of children, 1,423 required the
assistance of the court becausé of "neglect." This "neglect"
48 described as abandonment or desertion, abuse or eruel
treatment, living under conditions injurious to morals, or
other conditions of negleot not specified. It is in the
reflected gloom of this sordid report of the Juvenile Court
that we turn to & congideration of the backgrounds of the
families under study for the purpose of this paper.

A series of tables have been‘doviaed for the purpose
of providing a rapid analysis of the families from which the
forty ohildren interviewed have come. Table I indicates the
age and sex distribution of the children studled.

TABLE I, AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN STUDIED

Totel Boys Girls
Total | ko 25 15 _
11 years of age ' 0
12 years of age % i é
13 years of age 9 7 2
1% years of age 10 6 n
15 years of age 9 5 4
16 years of age 3 4
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This table obviously shows that of the forty children
qnterviewed, twenty-five were boys and fifteen girls. The
1arge proportion of boys resulted from the fact that Lawrence
Bsll provides care exclusively for boys and, consequently,
the ten children interviewed there were all of that sex. Of
the total children interviewed, the median age was 14.1
years. For the boys the median age was 13.7 years while for
the girls it was 15.0 years. While it i3 apparent that the
ehildren were in their early to middle teens, many of them
showed amazing discermment concerning their personal problems
and were able to offer intelligent observations concerning
their present status and their hopes for the future. Their
stories, presented later in this paper, bear out this
opinion.

The seoond table of interest deals with the size of
the families from which the children have come, Because
the statement is so frequently made that there is a direct
eorielation between large families and an inclination toward
dependency among people of certain social and economic
classes, this table i1s of great interest. Particular
attention should be given to the crude mode, which shows a
cluster at only two children per family. ’
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PABLE II. SIZE OF PAMILIES FROM WHICH THE CHILDREN HAVE COME

a———

Total Boys girls

Total %o 25 15
1 ohild K. 2 2
2 children 10 7 3
shildren 6 3 3
echildren 7 3 §
5 ehildren g b 1
6 children 3. 1
children 2 2 0
children 0 o 0

9 ehildren | 2 1 1

As this table indicates the average famlily from which

these forty children have come has 3.7 children; the families
of the boys have a slightly higher average with 3.9 children
? while the girls' families average 3.5 children. More children
both boys and girls come from families with only two children
than from any other group. Thls 1s particularly interesting
since so much has been éaid of the large families of

ehildren which at one time found their way into institutions.
Beonomic necessity was frequently givenm for seeking the
assistance of institutions, but obviously that is no longer
true. while it is true that of the children studied, two
families did have nine children and another two had seven,
the remainder of the children came from families which,

while they can no longer be considered as the acoepted thing,
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ean certainly be deseribed as desirable in size. It 1s quite
apparent that the size of the family alone does not contri-
pute to the dependency or neglect whleh is experienced by the
ghildren.

Of interest, too, is a glimpse at the known employment

of the parents of the children- interviewed.

PABLE IIX. KNOWN EMPLOYMENT OF PARENTS OF THE CHILDREN STUDIED

Total Fathers Mothers
rotal 80 430 40
Housewife 17 0 17
Skilled Tradesman 16 1k 2
gnskilled Laborer 12 1l 1
Faoctory worker 7 1 6
office wWorker 6 1 5
Clerk 8 % g
Unknown
Other 8 -} i
None 3 ¢ 3

Desplte the rather detailed breakdown in the classifi-
sation of employment, inevitably there were eight which fell
into the category "other." Of the four fathers in this group,
two were truck drivers, one was an entertainer, and the other
was & farmer. Of the four mothers two were domestics, one a
pharmacist, and the other & prostitute. The three mothers
listed with no occupation included two mental patients and
one who is deceased.
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It is interesating to note that in these forty brokun
nomes, more than half of the mothers, 57.5%, had an employment
other than that of housewife. And that was despite the fact

¢hat there were, of course, children in every family. Thirty-
pive percent of the fathers were listed as skilled worimen
such as mechanics, pattern mekers, electrieal workers,

printers, steam fitters, and so forth; while 27.5% were

unskilled laborers. Not one father was listed as a pro-
fessional person, the only professional in the forty families
represented being a woman pharmacist. While & sample of
forty families is too limited to permit the drawing of any
definite conclusions, the wvalid observation may certainly be
made that few chlildren come to institutions from the homes

of professional people while the great mass come f{rom

families in which the paredt or parents are employed either
as tradesmen or as laborers,

The religious preference of the families also sheds
-nliéhtenment upon the subjects of this study. The lack of
religious preference on the part of many people making

application to social agencles has long been common knowledge.
It 1s of interest, though, to see the actual facts involved.
The lack of religious preference helps to explain the

obvious familial instability.
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TABLE IV. RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE OP PAMILIES FROM WHICH
THE CHILDREN HAVE COME

Total Boys Girls
Total 40 25 15
Active Protestants 10 6 4
Inactive Protestants 11 8 g
No Preference 19 11

It is not surprising that no Roman Catholics or Jews
were listed among the forty families since the four agenciles
used in the study c¢are for children of Protestant or non-
sectarian people. Of the total families studied, 47.5%
indicated no religious preference whatever. The families of
the boys showed 4%4.0% with no preference while the families
represented by the girls interviewed indlcated that an even
higher number, 53.3%, had no preference. Only 25.0% of the
famllies were considered active Protestant families. It 1is
almost certain, however, that this figure is exaggerated
since one agency requires membership in the church as a
condition for entrance, but the director of the agency freely
admitted that not all of the memberships on the part of the
parents were active. aoéo acourate, in this matter, were
the opinions of the children. There were only four
c¢hlldren, ten percent of the total, who felt that he had a
meaningful church experience prior to his placement in an
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1nstitutio;;

éhs information provided by this table is olear.
while the sample is small, a general and valid observation
can be made that the absence of a religious experience in a
family does, indeed, deprive that group of an understanding
of the meaning of life; and contributes in a positive manner
to an 1nah111ty to function in & manner conducive to the
atrong moral and soclal character required in the establish~
ment and continuation of well-integrated families.

A great deal concerning the problems of the
children 1s revealed in an evaluation of the housing which
they used prior to their entry into the agency. Some
difficulty was experienced in preparing this table since
the line of distinction between the various grades of
housing oan become very subjective. Almost all of the
records gave an indicatlion of the type of housing used by
the particular family, but the evaluation was given in
narrative form and had to be reduced to a standard for
measure. The following classifications were used with the
stated results. Those indicated as non-ascertainable
represent c¢hildren of long-term placements where records
on this subject were very sketehy. *




82

TABLE V. GASE RECORD EVALUATION OF CHILDREN'S HOUSING
PRIOR TO INSTITUTIONALIZATION

Total Boys girls
Total ko 25 15
Poor 17 11
Fair : 5 § 1
good 11 4 7
Not Ascertainable T 6 1

Obviaualj, the table is not as detailed as one might
1ike, nor does it reveal the degrees of blight in which some
of the children lived. However, this much may be atated,
that those conditions which found thelr way into the category
of poor housing were conditions at the lower fringe area or
below of housing that might properly be used as human
habitations. The housing considered falr was that which,
while 1t served the purpose of providing reasonable shelter,
did not provide the privaaﬁ or the elusive extra bits of
comfort which most people consider normal. The good housing
wan’not at all composed of housing uhieh‘waa entirely
desirable, but rather consisted in the main of accommodations
which were adequate for the needs of the occupants.

With this understanding of the table, we become
inoreasingly concermed over what it reveals. Of the total
known accommodations, 51.5% were considered poor while only
33.3% were considered good., Families represented by the boys
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yere found 1iving in the worst situations for 58.0% of
their homes were considered poor, 21.0%4 were fair, while only
21,0% were rated as good. The glirls fared somewhat better
with 42.9% considered poor, 7.1% fair, and with 50.0% good.

Since almost all of the children came from urban
chicago, and since over half of them came from situations
where the housing was definitely considered poor, we are
confronted directly with the stark picture of blighted
housing, tenement stench, filth, insuffiecient privacy, and
the rest of the physical, social, and moral handicaps which
accompany existence in such surroundings. while we cannot
condone the alcoholism, desertion, and other anti-social
behavior which contributed to the breakdown of the familles
from which these forty c¢hildren have come, we can understand
better the sociel deterioration of the parents and the
resultant disintegration of the families.

Accompanying the table on housing is some infor-
mation which was secured from the children and from the case

records regarding the mobility of the families. A long
recognized fact relates excessive mobility to family

instability. The facts below indicate the appreciable ;
movement to be found in many of the families studied. |

iill--r— A A
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wABLE VI. MOBILITY OF CHILD'S PAMILY PRIOR
TO PRESENT PLACEMENT

Total Boys Girls

Total ko 25 15
No changes of address 5 - 1 4
1 change of address 0 0 0
2 changes of address § 4 0
a changes of address 6 3 3

changes of address 2 0 2
5 or more changes of

address 13 9 b
Not ascertainable 10 8 2

From this table we find that 43.3% of the known
thirty families moved at least five times or more, while
only 16.6% did not move prior to placement. There were an
average of more than 3.3 moves for each of the thirty

families whose moblility was known prior to the placement of
the children.

Two important characteristics of the families can be
drawn from this information, each having a direct bearing
upon the children who were lavolved. Fifst. since the median
aso’of the children studied was fourteen years, and since
the median stay for the children at their present agency, as
¥ill be shown later, 1s almost four years, the table on
mobility indicates that each child had an average of more
than three moves prior te reaching his tenth birthday. And
this does not take into ascount the fact that avout four-
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gifths of the children spent an additional three years in
another foster care setting prior to their entrance to the
qpstitution where they were living at the time the study was
made. Obviously, thls reduction of time spent with the
parents in their natural home would increase the rate of
mobility considerably.

The other important bit of information to be gleaned
from this table lies in a relatiounship between the rate of
mobility and the kind of housing occupied by the famllies at
the time of the placement of the c¢hildren. Since over half
of the children came from circumstances where the housing
was oonsidered poor, and only one third from housing that
was sufficiently adequate to be c¢laassified as good, it is
apparent that the mobility did not accomplish an elevation
of the status of the individual families. Instead we oan
see this mobllity as an aimlegs drifting from one
unfortunate cireumstance to another, each time subjeoting
the ‘ehildren invelved to the frustrations and the sense of
defeat whioch dogged the families of which they were a part.

With this understanding of the character of the
families involved, we turn with interest to the evaluation
which the children placed upon their own parents. The
children, as always, were encouraged to speak frankly and
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aid so with'amnzina candor.

TABLE VII. CHILDREN'S EVALUATION OF OWN PARENTS

Total Fathers Mothers

rotal 80 1Y) 40
good parent . 25 8 17
generally poor, unstable 13 9 4
Aleoholic 12 10 2
Doesn't romamber 11 5 6
Fair parent 6 2 4
Brutal 4 3 1
peceased : 3 1 2

Deserter 3 2 1
nojecting, naglectful 1l 0 1
Mental patient 1 0 1
Promiscuous 1l 0 1

According to the children, 31.2% of the parents could
be considered good, 20.0% of the fathers and %42.5% of the
mothers. The largest category in which the children were
eritical of parental behavior was the one called "generally
poor, unstable.” These were the parents whom the children
felt had failed to measure up to what might reasonably be
expected of an adequate rathbr or mmthbr, but whose
behavior could not be limited to any one complaint. 16.2%
of the total parents fell into this classifiocation, the
fathers far in front with 22.5% considered generally poor
while 10.0% of the mothers were similarly indicted.

The c¢hildren acknowledged that alcoholism played a
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part in ma;& of the families too. Of all the parents, 15.0%
were listed as alecoholics by the children, with the fathers
azain running ahead of the mothers, 25.0% to 5.0%9. Eleven
children couldn't remember enpugh about their parénts to give
an evaluation and the rest felt that their parents fell into
the additional categories included in the table.

As the next table indicates, the evaluation made by
the éhiidren of their own parents was not entirely accurate,
the error always lying in the charitable attitude taken by
some of the youngsters toward their fathers and mothers.
This is understandable since many of the children tried to
create a picture of the kind of family they wished they had.
More important, though, was the frank and intelligent manner
in which the majority faced the reality of their family
situations and sccepted the conditions so objectively that
they were able to discuss the matter with one who was
almost a stranger to them without undue discomfort.

" A more factual picture, though, concerning the
character of the parents was galned from the evaluations
which were made in the records by professional observers.

A glimpse at the table below shows clearly that the facts
did not always agree with the stories which the children

related.

;‘
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PABLE VIII. CASE RECORD EVALUATION OF KNOWN PARENTS
PRIOR TO CHILDREN'S INSTTTUTIONALIZATION

Total _ Fathers Mothers

Total 80

good parents , 13
Generally poor, unstable 9
Aleoholic 2
prutal

Deceased :

Deserter ‘
Rejecting, neglectful
Mental patient

Promiscuous .
Not ascertainabl

&
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Here the largest single group of parents were not
good parents, as the ohildren had indicated, but were
alcoholic. Over a quarter of all the parents, 26.2%, were
eonsidered alcoholles. This number was divided between
45,04 of the fathers and 7,5% of the mothers. In addition
to this appalling number of alcoholics, many more had
aleoholism listed as a centributing fuetqr to thelr poor
status as a parent. Certainly, the knowledge that almost
hnlf of the forty c¢hildren had been subjected to an alcoholic

parent is not & fact that can be accepted comfortably.

The case workers who compiled the officilal records
found that only 16.2% of the parents could be considered
g800d. An extremely low 5.0% of the fathers and a ;1ight1y
better 27.5% of the mothers merited this classification.
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phis evaluation of the eighty parents places only half as
gany parents in the category of "good" when compared with
the 31.2% which the children evaluated in that manner.

Interesting, too, is a comparison on the figures
soncerning desertion. The children had spoken of only
three, two fathers and one mother, while the record indicates
there were actually eight, five fathers and three mothers.
the children also reported only one mother as being a mental
patient, while in reality there are seven. It is entirely
possible, however, that some of the children had not been
told of the condition of their mentally ill mother.

The record also indicated the rate of known -
premiscuity on the part of the parents. While the ehildren
had acknowledged that one was promiscuous, the records
indicate that seven had engaged in that particular form of
anti-social behavior. |

A close comparison of the two tables shows clearly
that the children were proteotive concerning their
evaluation of their parents, but it must be sald again that
the children showed great courage in facing the reality of
their situations in so many instances. This frank under-
standing certainly provides firm basis upon which °

oonstructive’aaniatanee may be gliven,
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After the youngsters had had the opportunity to give

an evaluation of their parents, they were asked for an
opinion as to the evaluation of their total family exper-
jence. While they were encouraged to speak at length
eoncerning their experiences, an effort was made to bring
the conversation to a conclusion in which the opinion could
pe considered as generally happy, reasonably happy, or
unhappy. The results of this part of the interviews are
recorded below.

TABLE IX. CHILDREN'S EVALUATION OF THEIR OWN
FAMILY EXPERIENCE

Total Boys girls

Total . 25 15
| Unhappy _ 2l 11 10
| Reasonably happy 5 2 3
Happy : g 7 2
Doesn't remember . i 0
Not asecertainable 1 1 0

Fifty-two and five tenths percent of tﬁevforty
shildren felt that their family experience had been unhappy.
This number was di#idGGAintc b4 .0% of the boys and 66.6% of
the girls. These children felt that they had received poor
care, inadequate comfort, had been subjected to strife and
&buse, and had falled, generally, to receive the gratifi-
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cations which they might normally expect from a good family.
only'12'5% considered their family experience sufficiently
pearable to be considered reasonably happy. Each of the
ohildren in this group felt that the family eould have been
amproved substantially had the parents made an effort to do
go. Eight percent of the boys felt that their famlly exper-
jence could be considered as "reasonably happy," while 20.0%
of the girls classified their experience in this manner.
Less than one fourth, only 22.5% of the total children felt
that they had benefited by a happy family experience.
rwenty-eight percent of the boys had been happy, but only
13.3% of the girls. Four children couldn't remember enough
of their home to make an evaluatlion and one boy was 80
hostile to his placement and to the ldea of an interview
that he refused to speak.

It is interesting to note that while an alamming
number of children, over half, lived in conditions that they

considered definitely as unhappy, two-thirds of the girls had
; .| this recollection of their own famlly life. While some

| effort was made to determine the reason for this fact, no
¢lear-cut observation ¢an be made. ‘The reason given over and
over was, however, that the boys required little from their

families other than a reasonable amount of affection, care,

PR AL TSR NS
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and camrart w1th sufficient opportunities to engage in
ucignborhoed sporting events. It might be aasumed that the
girls, without the inclination toward sports which seemed to
characterize the boys, would require more from the family
direotly before they could consider their experience as
naving been happy.

The last table dealing with the backgrounds from
whioh the children had come deals with the primary reasons
for the breakdown of the families studied. This was perhaps
the most diffiocult table to prepare. S0 many factors
sontrivute to the disintegration of families that it is
almost impossible to isolate one which had contributed the
most. Yet, in the interest of trying to understand fully the
backgrounds of the children, and to present the material in
& summarized form, it was necessary to make some such
classification. The following table offers these obser-
vations. The reader will readily note that many of the
priﬁary reasons given for the breakdown of the families are
inter-related. It will also be noted that many other
factors, not here listed, entered in. However, the table
submitted is the one which best combined simplicity with
faithful reporting. ’
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TABﬁE X. PRIMARY REASONS FOR BREAKDOWN OF
FAMILIES STUDIED

Total  Boys Girls

Total o 25 15
Alcoholism 16 9 7
Desertion 8 5 3
Neglect , 5 3 2
Incompatability 2 1
Death of parent 2 2
Promiscuity of parent 2 2 4]

It is apparent, from a glance at the table, that the
ehief reason for the breakdown of the forty families studied
was alcoholism., It cannot be too forcefully stressed,

however, that alcoholism played a part in far more families
than this. Three quarters of the forty families were 8o
seriously affected by alcoholism that 1t was elther the
primary reason for the breakdown or was one of the chief
contributing factors. kﬂwévar, in sixteen cases, or 40.0%,
alooholism was unquestionably the chief reason for the fallure
of the family. | '

' Twenty percent of the families were destroyed by the
desertion of one of the parents, while in 12.5% the g¢hildren
required the assistance of the institutions because of
neglect. Obviously, the category of neglect would have
included those ohildren whose parents were alaoholie, but of
the five listed in the category "negleect", aleccholism had not

ii
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played 80 iﬁ@ertant a role as the fact that the parents
simply did not choose to provide the children with the
minimum amount of care necessary for decent existemce. The
additional figures inecluded in the table speak for them-
selves.

With this brief description of the background of the
families, we turn now to a preport of the stories as told by
the children, Limitation of time and space, together with a
similarity of many of the storlies, precludes the presentation
of each interview in full. However, the ten stories which
follow in the»naxt chapter are typical of the many stories

which were told.




| CHAPTER IV
THE STORIES OF TEN CHILDREN -- FACT AND FICTION

The reverse slde of the American dream is woven of
trouble.l If there is any truth to this statement of Robert
8. Lynd, then certainly it 1s true that the lives of many of
our American c¢hildren, victims of broken homes, are indeed
woven of trouble. Such was the experience of many of the
ehildren interviewed for the purpose of this study. Although
the study 1is being conducted on a case work basis, the
limitations ot time and space do not permit a presentation of
each interview, In addition to these limitations, such a
similarity was found in some of the interviews that a
repetition of the stories would provide nothing unusual or of
speclal interest. Roweyer; the following stories are typical
of the frank manner in which the children cooperated during
the interviews and, in addition, provide a glimpse of the
technique employed in securing the desired information.

The first story is that of a boy twelve years of age
whom we shall call Richard. Richard had come to Uhlich

Koos, Earl Lomon, Families In Trouble, King's Crown Press,
1946, page viii,
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cnildren'avﬁoma four years ago, and during that time I had !
been fortunste in establishing a good rapport with him with
ghe result that our conversation concerning his family was |
gade in the relatively formal atmosphere of my office. M

Richard, whose concern for his famlly is almost W

always uppermost in his mind, sat comfortably as he spoke of
nis past, and when speaking of his little brother and of his i
father his voice took on a quality of affeection that was not f
sppavent at other times. His acoount of his family began S}:
with his experience while 1living in Bellwood, Illinois, some ‘
six or seven years ago. He was almost wistful as he d
deseribed the happy days when his family boasted comparatively !

luxurious living quarters, four rooms, in a bullding that i
used to be a store. As Riehard sald, they "lived good"
while in Bellwood. Thﬁ,faﬁhnr, who had broken his hip some |
years before, stayed at home to take care of the house and |
the children while the mother went to work, During the time |
the family lived in Bellwood, the mother regularly brought |
her money home, and everyone had enough to eat. Boy friends 1
were plentiful and they took full advantage of the large :
field next to the four room house in which Richard and his &
family lived. The entire neighborhoed seemed to cooperate
|

in helping to ereate 8 pleasant environment in which play
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facilitiesyabounded, and Richard and his little brother were
delighted to avail themselves of this opportunity. Richard's
1ittle brother, Charles, was always part of the gang who went
go the field for play, and Richard clearly remembered the
warnm feeling that he had when he saw his father sitting near
the window, watching the boys: But for Richard, the Joys of
1iving in Bellwood terminated all too soon, He wasn't sure
Just uhy, but he did know that when he was 8till quite young
the family moved t© a place in Melrose Park. Things had been
"eoming along fine" in Bellwood, and Richard ocould see no
reason for the change. His fears for the future were
Justified at an early date after the move had been completed
for, as Richard put 1t, when they moved ¢0 Melrose park
"everything went."

The house in which Richard's family lived in Melrose
Park wasn't nearly sc¢ fine as the one they had oceupied in
Bellwood. But of even more importance to Richard were the
social and economic changes which had ccourred just after the
move had been completed. The wonderful fleld and all of the
friends were gone and now Richard and his brother Charles had
to find their regreation by playing in the coal bins near

the railroad tracks. Richard's mother was gone a lot of

the time now, sometimes not coming home for a week at a time,
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and even thén, it was rare when she brought food or money

with which to buy food. Even at that early age, Richard
recognized his responsibillity in ecaring for his invalid
gather, his younger brother, and himself, so he found & job --
dumping cans for twenty-five ¢ents a day. Richard also had

an older sister with whom he associated very little in Bell-
wood, but in Melrose Park he hardly saw her at all, EHe felt
that his little brother, his ever-present father, and himself

were pltted against the rest of the world. The family had

lived in Melrose Park Just a short time when, on one of her
infrequent appearances at home, Richard's mother spoke
earnestly with the father about the financial straits of the
family. Richard didn't understand too much of the conver-
satlion, but he did know what the mother meant when she spoke
of the danger of being evicted. Determined to do his part,
Richard got & Job eutting lawns and brought all of his
earnings home. The boys owned only two prized possessions,
Charles a rocking horse and Richard a desk, but the rocking
horse had to be sold. It was difficult, facing the reality
that would require the disposal of the few physlcal reminders
of better days, but there was no choice. But with all of the
efforts the family made, the eviction came. The furniture
was placed in storage, a futile attempt was made to find a
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plaee<t0v11ve, and the two boys and the father reluctantly
movad-iﬁte the park. The mother, who was a practical nurse,
went to live with the famlly for whom she was working, but
she came each day to vislt the father and the hoys and bring
them food.

It was about a week from the time the famlily was
evicted until they found other housing, and the experilence,
trying as it was, seemdd 0 bring Richard and his father even
closer together. As Richard said, with a sense of warmth,
no matter when he would wake up at night, his father was
awake, watah;ng so that the boys would be safe. The mother
came daily to bring food, but that was Richard's only contact
with her., She never had time to stay, nor did she seem to be
very interested in how her little family was getting along.

At the end of a week new housing was found but,
consistent with the pattern the family was establishing, this
was worse than any place in which they had lived. It was
space under a house with no conveniences whatever and the
responsibilities of Richard's father were even greater than
before for the place did not easily respond to his determined
efforts to keep the home and the family clean and healthy.

In this home Richard experienced some of his greatest
unhappiness, and he was almost crushed the day his father

|
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slipped ona baseball bat and "split his head open.” For-
tunately the mother, a practical nurse, was at home, end she
sent Richard to the corner grocery store for medicine. wWith
tuls medicine, a rarity in Richard's household, the mother
"fixzed Dad up” and he eventually recovered. However, with his
father injured again, Richard wished more than ever for the
good times he had known at Bellwood., Here, in their basement
home, their joys were few. He remembered only once when they
seemed to have an abundance of food. That was on a day his
mother came home “with about & hundred dollars worth of food"
but otherwise he didn't know what she did with all the money
she earned. The other big meal that he remembered in this
home was the Thanksgiving when the people for whom his mother
worked gave them 8 pot full of turkey soup. It was far and
avay the best Thankegiving dinner Richard had eaten until he
came to Uhlich where Wﬂ was more turkey than he had ever
seen. But, unfortunately, there was z_w' recgourrance of the
“indred dollars worth of food" or of the turkey soup.
Ordinarily, Richard made the rounds of the astores, getting
the baked goods whieh had not been sold the day before.
Richard stoutly defended his father's efforts to provide for
the boys -~ there was always bread and Jam in the house, and
often there was stew. But there was never too much of eilther.

L
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R*Lehard and Charles aslways had enough clothing, even
when tamé lived in their basement home, for when their ward-
robe was depleted, his father would go to "a big building
downtown” and get more. As Richard said, they knew his
father there, and that's why it was possible to get clothing
even though they had no money with whieh to pay. But these
were difficult days. Richard's mother took him and Charles
to the show once and on one other occasion bought them some
pop, but that was all, and Richard was constantly concerned
about the faot that his father could get out so seldom.
Things were "pretty rugged” until one day a lady came to the
house., She argued with the father and the mother, and when
they were through talking, the lady took Richard and his
brother to the Juvenils Detention Home,

‘Strangely enough Richard and Charles didn't stay
there long, and their release occurred through & misunder-
standing on Richard's part. A man came and talked to him one
day ‘and asked him a number of questions. One of the
questions was whether or not he had a godmother. Richard
sald yes, thinking that a godmother was the game as a grand-
mother, and was amazed to find that Charles and himself were
released. When they returned to Melrose Park and to the
basement they called home, thelir father was delighted to see

;—
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them, bub tﬁair mothexr wanted ¢o know how he could be so
atupid as to confuse godmother with grandmother. Thelr atay
in Melrose Park didn't last long, though, for they were
returned to the Juvenlle Home and, some months later, were
transferred to Uhlich.

And now, in retrospect, what did Richard remember as
being impertant during the years that he had spent with bhis
family? It was then that Richard answered like a small boy
talking to the head of the institution in which he lived. He
spoke firat of his father's instruoctions concerning courtesy.
His father had advised him always to be courtecus and never
to swear. And cleanliness, belng next to godliness, was high
on hiz father's list of musts. Just as the father spent so
mich of the time keeping the home 1n good order and the
elothes neatly washed, #o he advised Richard and Charles to
keep themselves clean, always. Thrlft was lmportant, too.
From the time he was & small boy, Richard was told that he
should save his money and that the best way was to bring it
home to his father. This practice Richard followsed
religiously but he never saw hls money again. His father
smoked and drank beer, "unever very much,” and perhaps thata
where some of the money went., Rlchard didn't know what
happened to the rest of it, but it didnt't seem to matter.
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His dad taoﬁ such good ecare of him and Charles that he
couldn't bring himself to blame his father, even 1f he did use
all of his savings.

And what about his religious education? Well,
Richard didn't know whether his mother ever went to chureh
or not, but his father, of gourse, was never able to go. It
was always necessary for him to stay at home and take care of
the boys. The only contaet Richard had with religion was
when hig father read to him from the Bible, the only real
book they had in the family. When Richard came to Uhlich and
was given the opportunity to go to Sunday Sehool and Church
he liked 1t, and now wishes that his father were well enough
to be able to attend, too. He supposes hls father still reads
the Bible, but he wonders about his other reading. Wwhen
Richard was still at hnme'his father spent most of his spare
time reading eomic books. Not because comic¢ books were his
father's choice, Richard hurried to add, but because it was
the only reading matter available. Richard regularly went
through the neighborhood in Melrose Park exchanging the
comic books his father had read for others, and the success
of his bartering was always acecurately Judged by the
reaction of his father when he returned with the books.

Did Richard's family life give him everything that he

o
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santed? Richard answered honestly and said that there were a
pusber of things that he mlssed. The first thing that he
pentioned was that it would have besn far betier had his
¢family had better housing., He would like to have had a
different mother, too. He wouldn't exchange his father and
his brother Charles for anyons; but he would 1like to have a
mother who was nore interested in him and who would take care
of his father. At the present time Richard doesn't know the
whersabouts of his mother and he sald that i1f he were big
enough to be on his own, he would spend some time trying to
locate her. When he was asked what that would socomplish,
he thought, and then decided that under the circumstances,
perhaps it was better that he didn't see her again. He
felt that there should have been more food, too, 8o that the
daily struggle for survival might not have been so difficult
for his father. The lmterview ended by Richard stating that
when he was 0ld enough to go to work he was golng to get an
apartment and give his father the things that he deserves.
After the sacrificisl life that Richard's father had led,
certainly nothing sould be too good for him.

On the basis of the interview, it would appear that
Richard, his little brother, and his father, were the victims
of a long series of misfortunes. Unfortunately, howaver, for

,




105

richard andﬂhis brother, moat of the migfortunes, by far,

were the result of the actioms of his mother andé father. The
pecords of Uhlich Children's Home, based on the referral sent
py the Juvenlle Court of Cook County, correspondence with the
111inois Public Ald Commission, {he Cook County Bureau of
public Welfare, and the observatlions of the agency's case-
workers reveal the sordld story of two parents, delinquent ian
their responalbility to their children, to their home, and to
each other. Richard's description of his mother was fairly
acourate, and the records bear testimouy to the fact that
most of the criticism Righard heaped upon her was Justified.
She was not a practieal nurse as Richard charitably described
ber but a housekeeper in the homes of elderly bachelors in
the commnity, &nd she did desert the family regularly. It
is also inown that she drank, sometimes to excess, and
evidenced little interest in the members of her family. After
Richard and his brother came to live at Uhlich his mother,
typical of delinguent parents, began to show a little more
interest iu the boys, but even here she falled to live up to
expectations. On one cocasion she wrote to the boys, "I would
of come to get you Sunday but I have been very sick and had
to atay off my feet but feel better now., I hope you are a
good boy. I miss you and Charles. Don't think I forget you
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o Charles. I think and prey for you ell the time. I will
¢pll the home and see if I can come and get you on Sunday.
1¢ there is anything you and Charles need please let me know.
1 em sending you and Charles a package. Will see you soom.
fots of love. MNother." Nelther the package nor the mother
ever arrived at Uhllioh!

But 1t was in the person of the father that the
greatest diseripancy between Richard's story end the truth
was found. It 1s true that the father had suffered a
fractured hip some years ago which never mended properly, but
spparently it was not sufficiently serious to restrict his
sstions completely. Our records indisate that "in addition
to his health factors, he was deseribed by the police of his
éistrict and by the relief agency officer as being addioted
to aleohol. This condition of drinking alsc applies to his
wife. In fact. they were frequently plcked up by the police
in a drunken eondition in the park, nmll? with one of the
younger children." Although this aleoholism was never
verified by Richard during the interview, the younger brother,
Charles, inadvertantly disclosed it during a visit with a
family who had taken him for Thanksgiving Day in 1947. During
his visit he noticed a whiskey bottle in one of ¢the rooms and
asked what it was., wWhile the hostess was searching rather
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desparately‘kor an answer Charles commented, "Oh, I know.
That's a whiskey bottle. My father drinks whiskey all the
time."

The record indicates that the famlly moved many times,
far more than Richard had remembered, or at any rate, acknow-
ledged, Rafaranaes in the record are made to the fact that
the family received Aid to Dependent Children and at other
times received assistance from the Illinois Public Ald
commission, but the financial help could not be consistent
because both agencies frequently found it impossible to locate
the famlly. Each time the family was located the conditions
in which they were living were deseribed as ranging from
"extremely poor housekeeping” to "indeseribably filthy." As a
result of the filth in which Richard and Charles lived, both
were treated for scables while at the Juvenile Detention Home
and oame to Uhlich with their heads shaved.

But 1t was in the recollection of his father's kindly
and generous personality that Richard fouused most of his
dreams, and yet, even there, the record offers no evidence to
indicate that Richard's iuwalty was well-founded., On the
contrary there are many references to the father's lack of
ability to command the respect of those with whom he came
into contact. BEven those who befriended the father and the
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rest of the family fared no better and, what seems to describe
him at tim lowest ebb, the father was taken into custody on
the day before the boys were sent to the Juvenile Detention
Home because he becamwe abusive with the people who, on &
previous ogoasion, had permitted Richard's famlly to move in
with them. There 1s not one shred of information in the
record which might indicate that the father had ever assumed
the role normally expected of parenthood,

On the basis of Richard's story and the record, it is
difficult to knmow Just how much of Richard's fabrication
should be attributed to his earnest desire to possess a family
like other boys, and how much must be credited to that happy
faculty of most children ~- the abillty to remember only
the pleasant things about people who in any measure have
befriended them. Certainly we osn say with essurence that
Richard keenly mlissed the decent housing that he had been
denied while living with his parents and we cah be equally
certain that decent housing would not only have meant comfort,
but the social status that Richard still oraves. His almost
pathetic affection for his father, too, is an expression of
his desire for the stability and security that a father should
be expected to provide., For Richard, his father did
represent the only stable adult he had known prior to his

e
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entrance gnéa Uhlich Children's Home. In spite of his many
faults, the father was the only one who was at least
physically present at all times. That 1s why Richard not only
could forget, but could heecome intensely protective about his
father's excessive drinking, his shiftlessness which
required that Riechard seek employment at an early age, his
part in the poor housing and lack of food that they all
experienced, and his fallure to maintain a decent standard of
vasic cleanliness. It helps to explain, too, why Richard so
bitterly resents his mother and the faet that she deserted
his father so frequently. For Richard his father i1s his
family, and he resents anyone or anything that challenges his
father's comfort or status. Richard didn't experience any

soelal control, any real security, or even a satisfaction of
his physical needs in his own home, but in his sordid
surroundings he found the vestiges of family life and recog-
nized their importance to him. It was only aftér entering
thi%h that he was able to actually experience these
satisfactions, even though they were apart from the natural
famlly that he missed. His participation in group living in
a comfortable, wholesome environment has crystallized and
emphasized their importange to him. ’

That is why, even at his early age, Richard was able
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%o project his thinking to the time when he will establish
nis own family. He emphasized again the fact that his fanily
would provids an opportunity for caring for his devoted
father, but, in addition, he stated that he also was looking
forward to the benefits that such an ideal family would have
for him, Some rather definite opinions characterized his
thinking about his future famlly, namely that thore would be
ghildren, that he would endeavor to find good employment,

and that there would be no dissipation of the money he earmed
through drinking. He stated very simply that liviang in the
Children's Homo had taught him that he could have theass
things, together with comfort and plenty, if he tried.

* ® * @ L

‘A youngster interviewed at an agenoy which we shall
call Institution A was 2 High School Junlor, & girl of six-
teen whom we shall refer to @s Velma. Velma 1s one of five
children and, because she has spent thirteen of her sixteen
years in Institution A she can remember very little of hner
1ife in her natural home. Strangely enough, the only three
things she could remenber were assoclated wlth unpleasantness.
Her first recollection concerned the relatiomship which
existed between the mowbers of the faplly. She recslled
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ruefully that they lived in very poor surroundings and that
the rumily never seemed t0 be able to get along together.
Evidence of this diffioculty was dramatized in her recollection
of the day when her mother and older sister literally threw
dishes and a coffee pot at each other. Her second
recollection was of a rat bité her brother suffered while
asleep in their home, and her last recollection was of the
spring in the sofa that continued to poke its way through the
upholstering. Scarcely enough to make her feel that her
|  ohildhood or her home had been either a comfortable or a
| happy one.,

Since coming to the institution Velma has learmned
that her parents were divorced and that her father has
disappeared completely. Velma has not seen him since she was

|

three years of age, nor has she seen her mother since she was
about eight, for at that time her mother was committed to a
mental hospital in Southern Illinois. Until her comittment,
the mother visited Velma regularly at the Home, and it 1s
because of those visits that Velma still thinks kindly of
her,

The ageney has never chosen to tell Velma the true
story of her background, though the case records indicate
that it was a very sordid one. Both her mother and father

L
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had been‘ﬁgrried several times before c¢hoosing to live
together, and their pattern of instability and fallure to
accept responsibility and decent standards gontinued to color
thelr lives. Because of their rowdyness and their neglect of
the chlldren the situation came to the attention of the
Juvenile Protective Associatlion who, after making an
investigation, referred the matter to the Juvenile Court of
cook County. The report of the Juvenile Protective Assoc-
iation showed that the father was an irresponsible alcoholie
and that the mother practiced prostitution in the many
taverns whish line both sides of West Madlson Street.
Prequently, when deserting the ehildren for a perlod of time,
the mother arranged to leave the youngsters with another
woman who was also known to the authorities as a prostitute.
The writer of the referral, apparently at a loss for
adequate, desoriptive words simply stated that the conditions
of the home, both physical and social, were deplorable and
that the family was constantly rocked by the fights engaged
in by the two parents. The Juvenile Court, on the basis of
the investigation, chose to remove the children from the
home and to place them in Institution A for protective care.
In thinking back over the many years she has spent
in the institution, Velma felt there were many things for
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which to’b; grateful. Not in the abjeot manner in whieh
gratitu&e used to be extracted by paternalistic members of
the Board, but in a2 mature acknowledgement of the advantages
she had regeived. She appreclated, first, the fact that

three of her four brothers and sisters bad gpent several years
in the institution and that the Home had afforded an oppor-
tunity for the children of the family, at least, to stay
together. This was very important to Velma for 1% was

obvious that she clung to the vestiges of familinl ties, even
though a normal family life had been denled har; She also
appreciated the comfortable manner of living which the
institution provided and, she volunteered the information,

she was sure that her own parents would never have managed

to provide the faecilities which she enjoyed at the Home. Shs’
was glad for the many bthér children who lived with her, too,
for she felt that their close assosiation had gone a long way
in helping her understand and asequire the art of getting along
with others. And last of all, she was grateful for her
introduction and her continued contacts with the church.

Velma pointed ocut very warmly that she knew many of the boys
and girls at school who came from homes which were unhappy,
and in every instance the parents falled to practice any
religion. She emphasized this fact because she felt strongly

|
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that there Qaa a correlation between the two.

0f course, Velma 4id not find everything to her
liking, but before she would enumerate her dislikes, she
wanted to assure me that the advantages of living at
Institution A far outweighed the disadvantages. However, |
Velma did confess that she frequently wished that she might
spend more time with her mother. She realizes that her mother
is in & mental hospital and that a close association is not
possible, but she stated rather wistfully that she felt there
was much to be said for living in a2 normal family if the
members of the family eontributed toward making the experience
a happy one. | '

She also sald that she wished the Home in whish she
lived were more broadminded ooncerning the friends she chose.
Obviously, it would be desirable for Velma to have the
privilege of inviting her friends to the Home for an occasional
dinner or to go to the homes of her friends for an evening,
but‘apparantly the agency, operated by a conservative
religlous group, asked the friends so many questions con-
cerning their religious preferences and their cholces of
recreation that it represented an embarrassment to Velma.

She said she frequently declined invitations for parties
simply because she would not subject her friends to the "red
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tape" whiciithe agency required. she felt very strongly that
the Hamelmight be more considerate of the children when
setting the policles which govermed the children's soclal
astivities.

Her last objection to the institution was a very
peraonal one. During the thirteen years that Velma has spent
in the agency she has matured into a very attractive,
intelligent girl. Many of the children who have come to the
ageney during the years Velma has lived there have come at a
later age and, consequently, have been subjected to more
physical, soclal, and emotional damage prior to thelr
entrance, As & result many of these chlildren have not aceom-
plished the stable attitudes which now characterize Velma and
her actions. Now Velma is pointed to with pride by the staff
of the agency as a glowing example of what can be accomplished
with a ohild and, whlle the experience might ordinarily be
considered a flattering one, Velma rinds'it most diataetarul
and shrinks from the feeling that she is felt to be the
"private property” of the Home.

Despite this long history of institutionalization,
Velma has come to accept some very definite feelings toward
normal family 1living and has set her heart on establishing

one of her own when the proper time comes. When encouraged
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to project her thinking to the day when she would find 1t
poaaiblelto create such 2 family of her own, Velma mentioned
four qualities which she hoped her family would have, With
no suggestions from the interviewer, Velma stated that she
felt religion was 2 primary part of any good family. Not
simply because it was popularly considered the proper thing to
do, but because she sincerely believed that it provided the
one means of knitting the family together through a common
ground for thought., Religion, she felt, was the one force
which could elevate family living to its highest potential
plans.. | ; ;
Her second desire for her famlly of the future was
that there be no drinking in the family. From her own vague
recollections she knew the part that drink had played in the
disorganization of her family and she stated that she would
do everything possible to avold a reoccurrance of the same
tragedy in the family she hoped to establish. ‘She felt that
the home of her childhood might have been much more comfort-
able had the money which was spent on drink been spent on
providing a higher standard of living.

Third in importance was the presence of chilldren in
the family. Reflecting the observations she had made of the
homes of her friends, Velma said that she would want to give

L‘
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herself toihar husband and her children. 8She stated flatly
that sheqwould not resort to baby sitters as did the parents
of many of her friends for she felt that everytime a baby
sitter was employed "you leave a part of you behind with the
sitter."

Velma's last desire for her future family was that
the members learn to understand each other and respect cach
other's wishes and opinlons. She couldn't see how happiness
ecould be obtained unless the respect of the members of the
family was a mutual one. She spoke warmly of how she would
plan things with her children in order that they might feel
their importance, and the interviewer couldn't help but come
away earnestiy hdping that she might get her wish.

& B * e

Perhaps not as dramatic as the story of Richard, but
of equal poignancy, is the story of Madeline, & girl of four-
teen who also came to live at Uhlich. Madeline is a large
girl for her age, is annoyed and embarrassed by a speech
defect, and 48 retarded mentally. Madeline was born of
illegitimate parents and, at the age of fifteen days, was
brought to the home of the couple who became her foster
parents. Madeline's real mother sald that she wished to
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board the !:lh?; but after the ohild had been placed, the
mother m never heard of agalin.

At the time the ohild was placed it was noticed that
she had large sores on both her face and her stomach which,
when examined by & physician, were disgnosed as acid burns.
This indlcation of near tragedy in the first fifteen days of
Madeline's 1ife, together with the ocouple's real affection
for children, made them decide to keep the youngster. The
adoption papers weie prepared but, for some reason that is
not related in the record, the papers were naver filed.
However, the ohild remained in the home and the man end wife
tried to £1l11 the roles of mother and father. wWhen this
fifteen day old girl was teken into the family the newly
found mother was forty-eight years of age and the adoptive
father was fifty-four.

¥adeline's aat‘n«t recollections begin about the
time she wss five., Her memory of the person she called
mother was not elear but she Aid remember some of the kind-
nesses her mother provided. She could remember helping her
mother with the baking and, though Madeline admitted that she
wasn't really of much help, it was pleasant to share this
part of her mother's work. She remembered even more the fact
that her mother permitted her to keep pets. It was through
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her mothgf éhat Madeline acquired some rabbits, some baby
chicks, and, the best present of all, a young lamb that she
was permitted to care for. Madeline's eyes shone when she
spoke of the animals who grew up under her care, and well

they might, for 1t represented one of the few experiences

she had ever had that bordered on real love. However, aside
from the animals and the sharing of the chores, Madeline could
remember no instance when she and her mother shared any form
of recreation together.

During these years that Madeline grew up in the
company of her mother, her father spent very little time
with the family. These were days of depression and the
father was employed by the W.P.A, and was unable to return
home before nine or ten o'clock at night. The family was
living at Lake Qeneva, W1a§onein at the time, and the
distance the father traveled to and from work made his coming
home any earlier impossible. But Madeline's demands were
rala%ivoly small, and her association with her mother seemed
to meet all of Madeline's modest needs.

when Madeline was Jjust seven years of age her mother
died but, because Madeline was so young, the loss meant very
little to her. For the next two years Madeline and her
father lived aléne, Madeline spending much of her time after

i
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school uitglbha children next door while the evenings she
ghared with her father,looking after the requirements of the
home. HMadeline said emphatiocally that she and her father
never played or took hikes together. They Just worked
together apd occasionally shared the retelllng of thelr
experiencas of the day. Because Madeline had never been
taken to Sunday School or Church, the experiences that she
had at school, with the neighbor children, and the discussions
she haé with her father who at the death of her mother was
sixty-one years of age, represented her entire socializing
experience, Certainly it was a2 barren existence for a girl
Just past seven years of age.

After two years of this soclal aterility, the
father, who 4id love the little girl in spite of his inability
to provide the affection that & little girl needs, decided
that 1t was necesgsary ﬁe have a woman in the house to help
with his responsibllity. To meet this need he. invited Mr.
and’ Mrs., H, the brother and aiatar«inélaw of his deceasad
wife, to live with Madeline snd himaself. This had been the
wish of hia wife just b&tore her death, and, although he had
put it off as long as poasible, the father felt that the time
had come to seek assistance, But the hopes that she father
cherished concerning the change that would come into the
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11ttle household never materialized. From the day Mr. and
Mrs. H came into the family, trouble began. Madeline related
that her father and the H's had agreed %o share the expense
involved in operating the home, but the H's eonstantly
insisted that Madeline and her father ate more than half of
the food which was prepared and, consequently, should pay a
larger share. The father, who felt the charge was ridiculous,
gtood his ground, but unfortunately for Madeline, Mrs. H
"took 1t out on her" during the time her father spent away
from home. When she spoke with her father of the injustices
being heaped upon her, Madeline discovered that it simply
made the situation worse and that Mrs. H made things even
more diffloult on the following day. It seemed to Madeline
that thinga were as bad as they could possibly be, but she
underestimated the H's. Every opportunity was exploited to
make Madeline's existence as unpleasant as possible. When
she falled to bring a2 book home from sehool shé was beaten
and, aceording to Madeline, she was sent to bed at least
half of the time without her supper. Her father tried to
defend her, but he found the situation almost as bewlldering
a8 did Madeline. Frequently, when Madeline wazs sent €0 bed
without supper, the father would attempt to bring food %o
her, but almost always he was intercepted by Mra. H and the
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food taken sway. Madeline could remember that at such times
her father sat on the edge of her bed and talked to her and,
although that companionship helped immeasurably, it was the
only ¢lose experience that she and her father ashared.
Madeline was almost ten now, unloved by Mr. and Mrs. H and
confused in her relationship with her father.

It was when Madeline reached the age of ten that the
father recognized the futility of trying to continue with
things as they ueru; Though he felt incapable of providing
a home for Madeline, he knew that she must be given an
opportunity for more normal living. A canvass of all the
known relatives was made but none had the room nor the
inelination to take Madeline and finally, through a relative
in Chicago, Madeline's father was told of Uhliech Children's
Home. He and several of his relatives visited Uhlich one day
and made application for Madeline's admiagion. It may seem
strange to those who are not familiar with what is provided
by a modern children's home, but Madeline liked what she
found at yhlich. Uhlich provided companionship with children
her own age, it gave her security and affection, and it
afforded an enviromment which lacked many of the inhibitions
that had made her earlier life such a problem. Madeline said
that she missed‘har father at first but "after she got
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organized” she seldom thought of her father or of her old
home in Lake Geneva.

-0f course, there were some things that she misced
while living at Uhliich, Hadeline missed the open spaces that
she had known when she lived near the lake. When I ssked 1if
ghe missed the pets that she used to have she replied that
ghe wag very hesitant about ever having pets again. Juont
after her mother died her father had killed all of the pets
except one rabbit, explaining that they were too much to
care for. MNadeline seemed to understand the necessity of
this action, but was grateful that she had been left the one
rabbit on which to shower her attention and affection.
However, after the H's came to live with her, Mrs. H released
this last rabbit because Madeline dldn't clean the pen
promptly enough on one occasion. The disappointment at
losing this last pet so impressed Madeline that she has had
no desire for & pet since.

It is & strange life that Madélinn has led during
these fourteen years, tyr in all of her experience there has
been no real family life. She was abandoned by her real
mother, taken in by an affectionate couple but by one too old
to share vicariously in the Jjoys and the dreams of childhood,
left alone at the age of seven with a father who was then
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sixty-one §ears of age, subjeeted to the ire of a couple who
had preéumably come to help rear her, and placed in a
children's home by the time she was ten. It isn't surprising,
then, that Madeline was hard pressed to answer when she was
asked where, 1f she could make any choiece she pleased, would
she choose to live. After reflecting thoughtfully on the
question, and almost completely without the enthusiasm for
choosing frequently evidenced by children living in an
institution, Madeline made her cholece. First of all, she
sald, she would like to live with her father. Here at last
geemed & direct expression of a desire for some semblance of
family living but when questioned ﬁirther, Madeline sald that
one of the chief reasons she would like to live with her
father was that she remembered the kindliness of the neighbor
children and she thought she would enjoy playing with them
again., Her second choice was to live with an "aunt" and
"uncle" she knows here in Chicago. The chief attraction
there was that she was sllowed to take care of two small
relatives, one four and. the other seven, when they visited
the home. Of equal importance was the fact that the uncle
"kids around a lot"” and makes Madeline laugh. Her third
cholce was Uhlieh because of the pleasant times th;t she

had here during the past four years.

|
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Feé%ing certain that there was some desire, as yet
unexpreséed, for the type of living expaerienced by children
in normal homes, Madeline was questioned further, but she
econtinued to reply negatively. Her only desires were for
friends her own age, the regularity of meals and comfortable
surroundings, and the care of ‘interested adults. Whether
that adult care c¢came from a mother figure in the intimate
circle of a normal family or from 2 housemother in the more
impersonal atmosphere of a children's institution seemed
completely immaterial. Here was the social phenomenom of a
girl, raurtaen years of age, who had never really experienced
family life and who was so completely lacking in an appre-
ciation of what it had to offer that she did not even long
for it. It is true that she felt a need for some of the
basic requirements of life which are normslly afforded by
the family, but for Madeline, if these requirements were
forthcoming in a situation completely divorced from family
1iving, 1t made little or no difference.

It is not surprising that Madeline has been unable to
think concretely of her own family of the future. She said
she had thought of it since she loved c¢hildren but her
planning had not progressed beyond that point. Obviously,
Madeline will have to be assisted to a much greater appre-

|
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ciation of family living before she can employ that appre-
ciation in her own planning for the future.

» * % * *

Marllyn, sixteen years of age at the time of {the
interview, is one of nine children. She, her four brothers,
four sisters, and parents lived happily together in a normal,
well-integrated famlly. Although there was a range of
tventy-seven years between the youngest and the oldest child,
each one eontributed something to the warmth of the intimate
family eirele. Marilyn regretted that her father had to
work rather long hours and couldn't spend as much time as
they would have liked with the rest of the family, but his
work resulted in an adequate home and suffieient food and
clothing to keep the large family comfortable. As a little
girl Marilyn helped her mother with the ever-present
housework and occasionally went shappinngikh her on
Satﬁrdawa. As she spoke of these experiences it was easy to
see that they represented some of the most pleasant
associations that Marilyn had with her mother. Something
was always happening in Marilyn's household and, when the
nine children exhausted all of their own ideas for activities,
the children in the neighborhood who streamed in and out of

L
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the housa'égpplied fresh suggestions.

By the time Marilyn was eleven, all of the nine
children had matured and left home with the exception of
four, but the pleasant, warm atmosphere of a happy home
continued. It was during that year that the home was broken
up by the sudden and unexpected death of Marilyn's mother. A
family conference was held to determine the best plan for
caring for the father and the children who remained at home.
ynfortunately, those who had left home and established
families of their own had neither the money nor the room to
take care of thair younger brothers and sisters so, after
lengthy discussion, it was decided that the four children
should remain with the father. Marilyn was the oldest girl
at home so upon her fell the responsibility of keeping house
for her father, her two brothers, and her younger sister, as
well as continuing in school. Marilyn spoke with some pride
of the fact that she handled all of the money and paid all
of the family's bills. It was & valiant effort that she
made and, for a girl of eleven years of age, & successful
one, but the responsibllity was too great. Things didn't go
as smoothly as they might and the children didn't get to
school promptly and regularly. After a year?e time Marilyn's
father decided that something would have to be done in order
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that the future of the children be protested. It was then
that uarilyn's father plased her and her younger sister at
Uhliech Children's Home while the two boys were placed else-~
where.

During the four years that Marilyn has speul at Uhlich
she has made a good adjustment, Her contacts with her father
have continued with regularity and her only anxieties were
eoncerned with her younger sister who has since been placed
with one of Marilyn's older sisters. It is not surprising,
then, that when asked what she missed while llving at Uhlich
that Marilyn could think only of the fagt that she miassed
her family. She hurriedly added that what she meant was that
she missed the regular, intimate contacts that she had known
and enjoyed so much when her mother was still alive and the
family was together. '

When asked what she would want when the time came for
her to establish her own family, Marilyn spoke very
enthusiastically and with real maturity. She 1listed four
prerequisites for what she gonsidered to be a good home.
Pirst of all, she said 1t would be necessary to have adequate
housing and a sufficient income to provide a comfortable
existence. 3he stated that her conception of a good home
did not require wealth or many luxuries, but she felt that a
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certaln ecoriomic standard had to be maintained if the family
were to be comfortable and maintain a desirable sccial status,
For Marilyn this standard of living was important for it
determined, in some degree, the pattern that the rest of , h
their experience would follow.

Second, she spoke of the hecessity of having real
understanding exist between both of the parents and between
the parents and the children. Because of her happy early
1ife, Marilyn could conceive of no well-integrated home
unless the harmony and happiness, which her home was to have,
was deeply rooted in sympathetic understanding. Her eyes
shone with warmth as she spoke of this understanding,
reflecting the pleasant memories of her childhood at home.

Third, she spoke of the place of religleon and, without
even knowing the word, made a strong case for endogamous u
marriages. Marilyn sald that she thought people should
choose mates from members of their own faith and for
several very good reasons. She felt that it would preclude
prejudices which might oreep into the family c¢ircle, would
make family devotions essier, and would remove the I
possibility of having the children confused by preventing |
them from being subjected to different beliefs. Marilyn said
that she felt family worship was easential, that all of the |

‘
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members ah;hld attend church together on Sunday and that it
would be well if one of the many devotional books available
was used after dinner each day in the privacy of the famlily
circle. She felt that 1t would strengthen their faith, remove
all vulgarity from the home, and would set a standard that
would require of them thelr best.

And, last, Marilyn sald she thought it was very
important to make the ohlldren feel that they filled a3 vital
and necessary part in the famlly. She saild that the
children in her family had always been permitted to parti-
cipate in the family conversations, whether there was
company or not, and that she would certainly see to it that
her children had the same opportunities. 3She sald it was
one of the best ways she knew of letting the chlldren know
that they really "belouged."

Marilyn's aaco&nt of her homo and family experiences
was almost completely ascurate. There are references in the
recébrd to the discord which occasionally expressed 1ltself
among members of the tagily but, from a «haritab1¢ point of
view, these may be considered reasonably normal smong a
family of this size., But there is one reference in the
record which cannot easily be forgotten, the one which
describes the frequent difficulty in which one of Marilyn's
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brothera*f;und himgelf. So acute was this difficulty that,
for a pefied of time, Marilyn's father sought the assistance
of the Parental 3chool in dealing with the boy. Marilyn's
reluctance to speak of this part of her family obviously
stemmed from her desire to paint as serene and perfect a
picture possible of her own family. Not so much for the
purpose of misrepresenting the truth, for she was completely
aware that the records were avallable to the interviewer,
but because her brother's actions did not fit comfortably
into the picture of & well-integrated family which she
desired. It 1s upon the good part of her own family exper-
ience, together with what she has assimilated at Uhlich, that
Marilyn has been able to project inte the future the kind of
family which she hopes some day shall be hers.

“And what part of Marilyn's appreciation of the family
had she gained in the institution? She had always enjoyed
plenty and comfort in her own home, so it was riot in the
institution that she came to recognize the importance of
these things. Nor d4id she have to wait until she entered
the Home to appreciate the importance of sympathetie under-
standing between the members of the family. But it was in
the institution that she found the importance of religion in
the life of a good family. Marilyn saw that it provided
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depth ana,;@aning to the othor clements of the famlly that
she had.knawn and appreciated. So important was this
discovery to her that Marilyn stated with confidence that
the members of her future family would, indeed, share her
enthusiasm.

*® & @ & =

One of the brightest and most enthuslastic youngsters
to be interviewed was little Annl, an eleven year o0ld girl
who has spent the last three years at Uhlich, Amni was one
of a large famlly, three boys and three girls, and spoks with
some mixed feelings concerning the family life that she had
imown before entering the Children's Home., Anni was only
three mouths 0ld when her mother disd -- tuberculosis and
heart failure according to the record -- and for the firat
saven yearas of her life she lived without the benefit of
consigtent care from "a woman in the house.” Sensitive to
the efforts made by her father during their difficult period,
Anni spoke rather warmly of the attempt her fathar made to
provide care for her and for the rest of the ohildren.
According to Anni her father employed several housekeepers
who managed to keep the home in some semblance of order which
to Anni, fulfilled all of tha needs she had. The help of a
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nousekeeper was continued until she, the youngest of the |
childran,‘was 8lx years of age and could attend school. By

that time the father felt that the older brothers and sisters
could care for Annl from the time she returned from school
until the father got back from work in the evenings. It was
during these afternoons together that she became especially
elose to her brother Ludwig, ¢ whom Annl refers affectionate-
1y as Loule. When asked why she preferred Loule to the rest

of the children, Anni spoke enthusiastically of the fact that
Louie permitted her to join in the games of cops and robbers,
even though ahs was younger than the rest and six years
Louie's Junior, and that he frequently took her along when
taking walks through the neighborhood in which they lived.
When asked what part her father played in the family

eircle, Anni again spékg warmly of her affection for her
father. 3he remembered vividly the many times her father

had taken her fishing in the lagoon at Lincoln Park and how,
frequently, they had gone swimming together. Anni thought
her father's willingness to take her swimming was particularly
generous since she aau;d not swim at the time and felt that
her father was sacrificing his pleasure in order that she
might have the benefit of an outing. She remembered, too,
with apparent gratitude, that her father had always provided

—
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the family ;1th adequate housing and with sufficient food and
clothing to make them all comfortable.

Anni was asked if there was anything about her early
home life that she wishes might have been changed and she
immedlately spoke of the fast that her drank and frequently
came home drunk. She assumed an attitude of protectiveness
toward her father, even though she inew his drinking was
wrong, by saying that he drank because he was so upset as a

result of his wife's death. 3he went on to explain that her
father was really a good man, but that on pay day, which
occurs every two weeks, he meets his friends and comes home
drunk, Anni offered no reason for her father's continuing to
drink excessively as a result of being "upset" six years
after his wife passed away.

It was when Annl was seven years of age that her
father remarried, this time a widow with one daughter. From
the very beginning the marriage was unsuccesaful. Anni's
atep;m@ther deeply resented the frequent and excessive
drinking on the part of her newly-acquired husband and the
home was frequently rocked with bitter arguments. In
evaluating the source of the difficulties, Anni guessed that
it was the fault of each of the parents, the responsibility
being about evenly divided. But regardless of the cause of

—
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the ramilyfdiécorﬁ it was apparent, even to little Anni, that
the family ecould not stay together under the circumstances.
Anni's older brother Mike, who was nine years older than she,
felt that it would be best for Anni and her sister, who is
four years Annl's senlor, to be placed in an institution
where she gould get good and eonsistent care in a more
desirable atmosphere than the family provided. According to
Annl, 1t was through Mike's efforts that she was placed, with
her sister, at Uhlich. |

As Anni looked back in retrospect upon those first
days and weeks at Uhlich, she could remember missing'ahly
one thing, aléeping close to the sister who had also come to
the agency. At home Anni and her sister had shared a bunk
bed but now the sister, because of her age, had been placed
in a different departmqnt.' Anni hurried to add, though, that
in a very few days that she took to become acquainted with
the rest of the girls in her group, that she got over her
lonesomeness for her sister and now, three years later, is
completely content. Since eoming to Uhliech, Anni continues to
visit both her father and step-mother monthly. Strangely
enough, the parents ocoupy separate apartments in the same
building, but which are reached by separate entrances. Anni
said that she likes to visit her step-mother and does visit
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her axoept';hen her father ls drunk for then he forbids her
to do so. Anni said, and with some resignation to the
situation, that on those occasions, she leaves the father's
home as quickly as possible and elther attends a movie or
returns lmmedlately to Uhlioh. She sald that she is often
tempted to "tell her father off when he is under the weather”
put has never done s0 for fear of the consequences.

Annl was asked what she felt would be the important
factors in any good family, partiocularly in the one she would
establish in the future. Her replies were so rapld that it
was quite obvious that the troubles of her own family had
made a deep lmpreasion on her and had prompted her to think
in terms of a better future rather than her disappointing
past, 8he rates as the number one consideration the faet that
she would never marry a man who drinks. Anni sald that she
couldn't stand the smell of beer or wine and that she was
sure that there could be no happiness in any home where the
husband and father drank. Secondly, she said that she would
try very hard not to allow anything to enter the family circle
which might upset or spoil the home. Again she was
reflecting some of the attitudes whieh she had developed in
her own inadequate family. She said, too, that she would
want her home to be cozy and defined that term &s including a
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decenﬁ.plaé; to live, enough food and ¢lothing so there would
be no wofry, and a spirit of love and understanding between
the members of the group. She alse mentioned the importance
of children in the family for to Annl, who is extremely
affable and affectionate, it is essential thst she have
someone for whom she can gare., In summarizing, Anni said
that she would like to have in her own famlily the kind of
atmosphere and "good feeling" that she has had since entering
Uhliech. '

It is not difficult to understand why Annl, in her
account of her own famlly life, found it difficult ¢o
completely defend her father and the way in which he provided
for his family., There is no doubt that Anni does have &
strong affection for her father and that she has exaggerated
the truth in describing her experiences at home, but she
could not completely coneceal the fact that she has often
regretted the inadequacies which her father has Bo consist-
entiy displayed. The case record shows these inadequacieé in
all of their stark reallty and indicates all too c¢learly that
many of the kind statements made by Anni about her father
were purely imaginative, It wae four years ago that the
Family Service Bureau of the United Charities of Chicago
wrote to Mr. Hiarry Hill, Chief Probation Officer of the
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Juvenile eéhrt, asking that something be done for Anni and
her brothers and sisters. The letter begins "We are
referring these children to the Juvenile Court for protection
because of neglect and gross lack of supervision on the part
of the father ..., In view of the seriousness of the situation
we feel that authoritative ateps are needed for the pro-
teetion of the children.” The letter goes on to explain how
the marriage failed after six months, how the step-mother had
been locked out of the house, how Anni's father had beaten
Louie with & poker, and how the older brother, Mike, had left
home at the age of fifteen "disgusted with the situation and
has been self-supporting since that time." The letter also
explains the housekeepers which Anni had desoribed as being
employed by the father, as having been placed in the home
through the A1d to Dependent Children program, It seems that
it was through one of these housekeepers that Annl and her
sister were referred to the olinic for medical examinations
and for "delieing." The housekeeper described the conditions
as filthy and very over-c¢rowded, the entire family sharing
two bedrooms. The housekeeper stayed for a very short time,
acocording to the record, and left because of Anni's father's
excessive drinking and abusiveness. The letter concluded with
with the indictment "Since our own experience and the various
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reports‘paigﬁ out that the father ls incapable of giving his
children.proper care and supervision, we belleve that the
court's proteetion is needed for the children."

- After the Juvenlle Court had entered the pioture,
application for Anni and the next oldest girl were made to
Unlich Children's Home through the Court. The father agreed
to the placement with a2 great desl of reluctance, stoutly
malntaining that he provided a decent home for the children,
that placement was not his idea, but that if the girls came
to Uhlich 1t might not be too bad. Just prior to coming to
Unlich, Anni and her sister spent several days at the
Juvenile Detention Home where they were bathed and where
their heads were shaved because of the excessive amount of
nits and lice which were found there.

Now that Anni and her sister have spent three years
at Uhlich, Anni's affection for her father has changed.
Instead of being aggressively protactiva; as she was at the
timé she entered; her references to her father are aortenéd
by separation and, though she candidly admits that his
excessive drinking is still a glaring shortcoming, she feels
he has done the best that he could. In spite of the
connection that she continues to maintain with her father
and the sordidress which characterizes his way of living, it
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is 1nterest;;g to observe how Anni becomes almost completely
detached Qhan speaking of the things she wants in her future
home. FPForgotten are her attempts to Jjustify her father's
lack of provision for an adequate home and she lists, instead,
all of the qualities whieh typify a well-integrated home.
out of the reality of the sordidness in which she lived,
together with the ldeals which Uhlieh has provided, Anni has
had the strength and the insight to choose wisely and to set
her sights on a goal which is higher than the one she had
experienced in her early childhood. Because of the earmest-
ness of her convictions there is reason to be hopeful that
Anni's children shall be blessed with a more desirable
environment than the one with which Anni was confronted.
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The story of Melvin is one which presents a long
history of unfortunate experiences, whiah have resulted in
uelvin'a complete divorcement from the desire for living in
& normal family setting. He was bormn fourteen years ago, one
of s8ix children. When Melvin was just five years old, his
father deserted the family, leaving the responsibility for
supporting and rearing the children to Melvin's mother who
at that time was very 1ll. The magnitude of the responsi-
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bility, t:got.mx' with her sickness, caused the death of
Melvin's mother just one year later. In speaking about his
family and those early years, Melvin could remsember nothing of
his father and could remember only vaguely the fact that he
was present at the time of his mother's death. He could,
however, remember nothing of his mother's personality nor of
mmmmaefmkwpmtmtmmmﬁthhw
during the first six years of his life.

Being cognizant of Melvin's youth at the time his
mother died, the Chicago Department of Welfare felt that it
would be best if he and some of his brothers could be placed
under the care of a good foster home but, unfortunately,
Melvin lived in a series of such inadequate foster homes that
the experience had a very negative effect upon him and upon
his attitude toward family living. Initially he and four
more of the youngest children in the family were placed in
one foster home. This plecement was made in order to keep a
large part of the family together. In his conversation with
the interviewer, Melvin stated that he could remember nothing
about this first placement, but the record indicates that the
foster mother felt, shortly after the youngsters came to live
with her, that she would be uneble to handle all five of the
ehildren. As & result Melvin and his brother Virgil, thres
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years Hslvi;’s senior, were moved three months after this
first plicement to another foster home, This placement lasted
for only eight months, and again the foater mother complalned
of an 1inability to adequately supervise the activities of the
two boys.

It was during the month that he was removed from this
second foster home that Melvin and Virgil and another brother
Jack, were placed in & third foster home setting. It was at
this home that Melvin remembered some of his earliest
experiences, probably because he gpent three years and two
months in this home, taking him up to the time he was eleven
years of age. Unfortunately, Melvin's recollections of this
foster home are all bad. He remembers vividly that he and
hls brothers spent moat of their time working, either in the
house or in the fields of the farm which the foster parents
operated. He remembers, too, that he was severely beaten on
a number of oceasions and once described the method used as
being laid over the fender of the truck and beaten. The
record points out the complete inadequacy of these foster
parents by saying "These foster parents were overly strict
and seemed to have a very punitive attitude toward foster
children." The punitive actions of the foster parents
naturally caused & feeling of resentment in Melvin and during
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the 1&5%'32& months that he lived in this foster home he was
blamed officially for, and probably with good reason,
"Breaking neighbor's windows, lying, stealing, setting fires
in foster home and relatives' homes, destructive of clothing
and property, and a e¢onstant school problem,"

During the summer following this placement, Melvin
was freed briefly from the very poor foster homes in which he
lived and spent several monihs at Arden Shore Camp. During
the pleasant summer that he spent there he verbalized his
disgust for foster home living and expressed a sincere desire
to be placed in an institution., It is not at all surprising
that Melvin rebelled against a continuation of the kind of
living which had brought him nothing but unhappiness but it
is extremely difficult to understand why the agency super-
vising his eare plased 'him, after camp, in yet another foster
home which proved to be no better than the rest. Melvin was
eleven when he was placed in his fourth faater’hnmn in four
yeaés and clearly remembers some of his experiences there.

He sald that he had never felt that he wes wanted. He was
actually asked to get a job "Junking" in order that he could
earn enough money to go to the movies and, in this way, stay
out of the house as much as possible. It was the foster
mother who asked that he spend as little time at home as
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poaaimn;'f Notations made in Melvin's case hlatory at Uhllich
Children's Home verifies Melvin's statement that he had every
reason to feel insecure during the time he spent in this
fourth foster home. One observation made by the case worker
from Uhlich Children's Home during & visit to the foster home
was "The foster parents have a nine room house, the third
floor of which seems to be set aside for the foster children,
Worker gathered from the foster mother's conversation that
these children come to the living room ouly by invitation and
that they do not participate in family life at 8l1l." On
another occasion the worier from Uhlich spoke with the worker
from the agency who at that time was providing foster home
care for Melvin., In discussing this fourth foster home the
worker supervising Melvin's care stated that she and her
agenoy felt "grest dlsgust with the foster home and said that
her agenay is hoping to discontinue using it as they feel 1t
is unsuitable and that the foster parents are interested only
in’'the collection of the board, However, becsuse of the
shortage of good foster homes, it is taking them longer to
remove the children than they hoped would be necessary."”
When Melvin was offered an opportunity to come to
Uhlich, he said that he preferred to live with the foster
parents but explalned, after seeing Uhlich and what 1t had to
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offer, thnéithe foster parents had told him that institutional
life revélvad around & continuous program of work and abuse.
In evaluating his reactions to his foater home
experience, Melvin stated emphatically that he wanted no part
of foster homes in the future but that, if he could, he would
prefer to remain in an institution until he was ready for
college. He said that he could remember nothing but work and
gbuse in the foster homes and that Uhlich was the first place
he had lived since he was slx years of age in which the head
of the house did not repeatedly tell him that he was not
wanted. He tried very hard to remember some pleasant exper-
iences during these years of foster home living, but could
think of none. He was particularly bitter about the
planning which caused his separation from his brothers and
sisters for the past five years, but now has very little
feeling left for his family. Actually, Melvin has had very
little contact with his disinterested brothers and sisters
since coming to Uhlich, but has found the other friends he has
made sufficient compensation for the loss of his own family.
Since coming to Uhlich Melvin has made a good
adjustment and apparently has found, for the first time in
his life, the security and sense of well-being that he had
lacked for the first twelve years of his life. It was
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shortly afger coming to Uhlieh that Melvin showed the case
vorker fiqm the Chicago Department of Welfare through the
agency and, for the first time in any of his places of
residence, he referred to the property as "ours" and to his
particular articles as "mine." He 1s especially pleased with
the fact that he occupies an important place in the institu-
tion and 1a treated with dignity and respect. He elaborated
by saying that he has felt at Uhlich that he e¢an relax in
comfort without feeling that he is shirking a responsibility
to his foster parents. He i1s particularly happy asbout the
fact that he has an opportunity to engage in sports, which
claim much of his time and interest, and has developed into a
very good athlete. He is alreédy‘looking forward to playing
High Sehool and College football and hopes that he will be
able to enter professional football when his school days are
ended. He also spoke warmly of the young man who serves as
his housefather, and said that he was sure that his house-
father has given him everything that his own father could have

provided. 4

Although Melvin's very unfortunate foster home
experience has made him determined never to return to one, it
has not destroyed his desire for soclal experiencé. He had
made many friends while living at Uhlieh and partisipates
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comfortably in a group setting. He has also been pleased
with the interest shown him by a young married couple who
oecaaiénally take him to Wrigley Fileld or into thelr own home,
This young couple is devoted to sporis whiech provides a
natural tie between them and Melvin. But in all of these
assoeiations, Melvin shows a studied lack of interest in a
relationship more intimate and personal than the one he now
enjoya. For the present and the lmmediate future, Melvin
could not adjust in a famlly in the normel sense of the word,
and yet he did, during his interview, enumerate many of the
basic qualities of a good family. He spoke wistfully of the
need for being wanted which was not satisfied in the four
foster homes in which he lived, of the relaxed atmosphere |
which he now enjoys, of the opportunity for expressing the
desires that are parnmbunt'in his mind, of the plenty which
he enjoys, and of his easy relationship with those in
authority who control some of his actions and assist him in
reaéhing decisiona. Melvin, like Madeline, had spent the
first years of his life, partisularly since the death of

his mother, completely without a satisfying soclal exper-
ience, and for that reason is hesltant about entering a
family situation. However, with the values he hasialready
placed upon the essentials of good family living, and the
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wholesomi atmosphere in which he finds himself at the present
time, there is reason to fesl that he can be prepared for a
normal family experience in the future.

% ® & & 5 # ¥ &

Chariie, who 1s fiftebn years of age, spoke very
frankly about the extremely undesireble family from which he
came., Charlie lived with his parents only until he was six
yeara of age and his entire recollection of that period of
his life was the excesslve drinking in which doth parents
indulged and the brutal beatings which they gave each other.
Charles remembers times when his parents were actually
incapacitated as & result of the fights whioch accompanied
each of thelir drinking bouts. During these first six years
of his 1ife, Charlie spent most of his time with an sunt who
lived ‘downstairs.” He can remember nothing of the location
of his home but remembers that all of the fun he enjoyed up
to that time was provided by the aunt who apparently showed
a2 genuine interest in him. As he reflected upon these first
8ix years he was certain that his aunt liked having him with
her, for he felt that only under such cireumstances could
she have given him the affectionate care he received.

At the aged six Charles was sent to live with
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anether Aéu;;t and a year later spent a few days in a foster
home before being sent to Uhlich Children'’s Home, He doesn't
remember anything of his 1ife in these settings and he doesn't
know why the moves were made., Most of his memories, by far,
are concerned with the experiences he had had during the
eight and a half years he has spent in the institution, He
rememders how grateful he was, when entering the Children's
Home, that another Loy his age entered the same day. This
new companionship helped to relieve the sense of bewilderment
which usually accompanies the entrance of a youngster into

an institution and helped Charlea to make & good adjustment
at 2 reasonadbly early time. His only negative comment about
his first years at Uhlich concerned the personality of one of
his early houseparents. He felt that she was unjust in some
of her actions, but the changes which were made in staff
corrected that matter,

At the present time Charles is in High Sohool and is
1iving under the supervision of & house father, a college
student who spent several years at Uhlich as a boy after the
death of his father. Charlie feels coupletely content in
this environment, has taken a healthy interest in sports of
8ll kinds, and feels completely comfortable. He Bpoke with
real feeling of the ohances he had to speak freely on
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anything éhaf concernad him and was aspecially aware of the
importance he placed upon the fact that he would always
receive sympathetic attention. He verbalized the faot that
he felt secure, that he was well fed, and occupled a
camrortab;a room. He spoke of the many friendships he enjoys
but failed to mention that most of his good friends were
attracted to hin on the strength of his very pleasant
personality.

Although Charlie is not bitter about the failure of
his pareunts, he is very disappointed with the fact that they
have falled to do the things for him which might de expected
of reasonably good parents. His mother, who now lives in the
East, cccasionally sends him spending money, but Charles
seid that he would never live with her. He stated, with no
more reluctance than he would demonstrate in gquoting any

fact, that she was lzéina with a man to whom she was not
married, and that he would not be party %o any such arrangs-

ment. His father 1s, at present, in a2 hospital where he is
being treated for tuderculosis. Charles visits his father
several times a year and, though he said that there conversa-
tions are not strained, he has no really strong attachment
for him. Charles has looked forward to his father's

success in quitting his excessive drinking many times but,
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in spite'o; the intentions of the father, the drinking
coutinns&. The boy feels that the father may be slightly
improved now because of his hospitalization, but hesitates to
think of what will happen when he again is released from the
hospital. Charles said that he would live with his father
when he 1s released from the hospital if his father quit
drinking altogether, but that under no circumstances would he
continue to live with the father if he persisted in drinking
even & moderate amount. He does not want to live with his
aunts or with any foster famlly, He said that his only
reason for wanting to live with his father is because "after
all, he is my dad,” but if that plan is not feasable, he
prefers to remain at Uhlich., Charles stated emphatiocally
that he felt he had loat nothing by living here because, as
he put it, "this has really been a home to me."

The records indicate that most of the facts of
Charlie's account were correct. In avnistary Sheet prepared
by a probation officer of the Juvenile Court the statement
is made "The maternal aunt made a complaint alleging that
both parents are drinking excessively, and the child is
neglected. On January 30, 1940 both parents were arrested
by police, and a complaint of contributing to delinguency of
their child was filed against them on the charge that they
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were sendigg the boy to a tavern for the liguor. The tavern
keeper éaa also arrested, but he was discharged in the Court
of Domestic Relations as the evidence showed that he sold
the liquor to the child on authorized notes from the
parents. The case of the parents was continued and they
were referred to Doctor ----- for a mental examination. The
mother has been drinking excessively for a number of years,
and the habit is now beyond her control.” In Mareh 1940
another History Sheet was prepared which contained the
following statement: "Charles was placed through this court
in the home of his paternal aunt. The sunt is now asking to
have another plan made for the boy as she is no longer able
to care for him. In February 1940 the parents were arrested
on the charge of ‘contributing to dependeney' due to
excessive drinking. At the hearing in C.D.R. both were
referred to Doctor -~--- at whose suggestion mother entered
Manteno State Hospital, as a voluntary patient shortly
afterward. Mother remained in the hospital two months and
has since been with the father. June 5 the landlord
reported mother's drinking heavily for several days. Father
was absent from work for a few days at that time on acecount of
drinking." Later correspondence with the exesutive of the
hospital indiedted that at the time of the release of
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Ccharles' mother her prognosis was considered to be very poor.
buring the years that Charles hag lived at Uhlieh his

mother has written quite regularly and her letters have been
surprisingly intelligent. However, there have been many
instances when she has falled to show a reallstice approach to
her son's needs. Since the sécond year that Charles has been
living at Unhlich, his mother has been promising to remove hlm
from the Home and take him with her. Because this started
long before Charles knew she was living with another man, he
looked forward to this reunion with his mother, but, of
course, i{ never occurred. The closest Charles came to
living with his mother was on the few visits he had with her
when she came through Chicago. Unfortunately, though, there
were many times when Charles! mother arranged to come and see
him but failed to do so because she met old friends and
immediately began drinking with them., Naturally Charles
became more and more disappointed with her.

' Sometime after Charles' mother was lknown to be living
with another man a letter was received by the Children's
Home from his mother which said in part: "wWill you kindly
not ever write a return address of Uhlich Children's Home on
any mail to me. I have no doubt the custodians in places

where I live examine carefully every bit of mail received.
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while I kh;; that the Home is one of the beat anywhere, I am
not proud of the fact that my son has to be there. As I tell
people -- when necessary -- the boy is with relatives, I
should not like to be embarrassed by gossip that he is in a
Home., I 40 so hope that you or anyone else there will not
feel hurt or insulted that I ask thie."

In spite of the conditions in which Charles' mother
lived, she wrote in 1946, ssking permission for Charles to
come East to visit her., When she was told that it would be
necessary for a case worker to call at her home and asend a
report to Uhlich, Charles' mother sent a very emphatio
letter. She said "1 cannot tell you too emphatically that I
want nothing whatever to do with the interference of & social
worker in my personal affairs., When the time comes that I
can manage to have my son with me permanently, the Juvenile
Court can investigate me to their hearts content. Until
that time -- definitely no.” |

" There 1s little more can be added about Charlie's
real history. It contains all of the inadequacies that
~accompany alcoholic parents and the subsegquent neglect that
resulted from it. Yet, in the environment of an institution
for children he has developed into a wholesome, sensitive
boy, alert to the social physical, and psychic needs that are
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the requirements of all well adjusted children.
ﬁhe experiences which Charlie has had have not 1n any
way emblttered him toward soclety in general. Instead it
seems that he has matured considerably with the result that
he was able to project, with little difficulty, to the time
when he shall establish a famlly of his own. His deprivation
of intimate famlly life throughout his own childhood has
strengthened his desire to create a family which will afford
much more than the one that he had known. Of great
importance to Charlle was the fae¢t that he would do everything
possible to prevent alcoholism from entering his home. This
conviction is understandable since Charlie experienced so
much because of the drinking done by his mother and father.
Charlie also spoke of the neceaslty of giving his
ehlildren the kind of love and care which he had wanted so
badly. His efforts, he said, would be devoted to providing
his youngsters with every reasonable oomtort in order that
théy might feel completely secure in their famlly life.
Welding the family together and giving meaning to all
the rest was to be the presence of a religious experience.
Charlie sald that without religion he did not feel that it
wouldbe possible to accomplish any of the goals he had set.
Because of his long stay in the institution, Charlie
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gald that hé definitely felt that most of his understanding
of what a good family might offer had come because of his
experience in the agency. While the institution cannot
provide a family setting, Charlie pointed to the fact that,
nad he not been taken from his family and placed in the
jnstitution he might never have recognized the advantages of
living on a bettér social, moral, and economic plane than

the one that his own farilly had provided.
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Like Marilyn, Jane 1s a very mature young lady.
Despite the fact that she is Just fourteen years of age, she
has acqulred enough wisdom and has constructed enough
dreams to be able to put into words the feelings which she
has concerning her conéeption of the model family. During
her interview, Jane spoke with a great deal of confidence
and‘poise, indicating clearly that she,hAd given much
thought to the attitudes she was expressing.

Jane and her one brother were born in Chicago and
lived in a reasonably normal family setting until the home
was broken by the death of the father, an unfortunate
ococurrance which took place when Jane was just seven and a

half years of age. Prior to his death, the little family of
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gour had 1ived in comfortable surroundings which could
probably be classified as lower middle class. The father was
a truck driver and, though he provided well enough for the
1ittle family, Jane remembered ruefully that he was crabby
almost every night when he returned from work. She excused
nis lack of pleasantness by explaining that the job he had
involved being in a lot of dust and dirt with the result that
he almost always wore a patch over one eye or the other which
had been injured. 'Kouever, she did not try to defend him
when she explained that he frequently argued with his wife,
that he granted very little of his time or attention to the
children, and that he apent many of his nights away from the
family, playing cards with his friends. Although Jane was
only seven and a2 half when her father died, as has been
pointed out, it was quite clear that she has wished many
times since his death that she had been given more of an
opportunity for knowing her father and for sharing with him
many of the intimacles which normally are the good fortune of
a father and his young daughter.

In Jane's deseription of her home, however, it was
obvious that her mother tried very hard to fill the void left
by a disinterested father. During the many eveninéa the
father was away, the mother spent her time exolusively with
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the ohildren, playing with them, helping them with their
lessouns, reading them to sleep, and tucking them in with the
love of one who 1s striving desperately to £1ill the role of
both parents. Although the father provided a comfortable
home snd sufficlient food and clothing, Jane explained that
the mother also worked in order that they might enjoy some
of the small luxuries which can almost be considered necessl-
tles. "A lady" took care of the children while the mother was
away, but the evenings were given exelusively to the assoc-
iation with the mother which Jane still remembers vividly and
upon which she still reflects with a sincere feeling of
warmth and appreciation. However, the supervision given the
children by "the lady” who took care of them during the day
was not sufficient to control the two youngsters nor was it
giving the children the amount of training which the mother
wighed for them. A year after the father's death the mother
decided that the children should be placed in an institution
and made application for them at a Chlldren's Home in a
suburb Weat of Chicago. The children remained there for a
year wheun Jane's mother felt they should be moved to an
agency in Chicago so that visiting might be more convenient
for her. When Jane was almost ten, she and her bé-otm
entered Uhlich.
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'M:lng the four years that Jane has stayed at Uhlich
she has become more and more aware of the faot that she will
prodbably remain here until she finishes High School and
enters college or some form of employment. This under-
standing 1s based on mﬁr fact that her mother has becoms
almost blind and, since she was always quite deaf, will have
a very difficult time in the future supporting herself
without aceepting the additional burden of supporting and
giving direct care to her two children. But her physical
handicaps have had one very positive effect upon Jane -~ ghe
appreciates the contridbutions of her mother now more than
ever before. Jane spoke very wistfully of the fact that her
mother always thought of the two ohildren firat; that she
has continued to give loving and patient understanding to the
children; and that these ocontributions are becoming more and
more difficult to make.

After becoming acquainted with the storles of 8o
many children from broken homes, the one whish Jane had to
tell seemsd almost completely devoid of the drama which
charscterized the others. Although she was a half-orphan
and as & result was forced to live away from her family, she
did not experience the domestic turmoil which is the lot of
80 many youngsters who have been subjected to broken homes,
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But Jane's’ contribution to this study was the very mature
manner in which she projected her thinking and expressed for
the interviewer her conception of what a good family should
offer. 3She stated, with an air of amusement, that she was
not contemplating marriage in the near future, but, she added
soberly, she had thought a great deal about the subject with
the result that maﬁy of her ldeas had become reasonably well
crystallized.

' She said that first of all her family of the future
would have to have, and she actually used the words,
security and understanding. When asked to elaborate on what
she meant, Jane sald that, although her father offered
little underatanding, her mother patiently listened to all
of her childish likes and dislikes and treated each of them
as being important endugh to merit consideration. 8he said
that she ocould remember, too, the warmth which came from
having enough of everything and from the genuine feeling of
beiﬁg wanted. Important, also, was the fact that her mother
always trusted her and permitted as much freedom as possible |
without sacrificing supervision. Jane sald that she felt
that Uhlich was providing the same opportunities and
assurances and, since they were so important to hér, she

wanted to be sure that they would be avallable to the members
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of her fhtﬁre family. For Jane, much of the understanding
and security stems from the personality of the people
involved in the family and she stated that she would look
very carefully for those qualities in choosing a mate.

Second in importance for Jane in the planning
involved in her future family was that there should be
children and that they should receive the best personal care
that she and her future husband could offer. Jane admitted
that her concern in this matter resulted from the dis-
appointments she experienced as a chlld when, particularly
after the death of her father, it was her lot to receive the
majority of her care from friends of her mother or from
people who were employed to take care of her. sShe did not,
in any sense, blame her mother for these circumstances, but
she did feel definitely that a c¢hild should be permltted the
full attention of both parents. And as for having children
at all -- Jane spoke intelligently as to the place of
chfldren in the family and stated emphatically that it was
her opinion that the rearing of children was the chief
purpose and Joy of married life. It was inconceivable to
Jane that a childless couple could be a really happy family.
She very definitely wants children and wants the éhanee to
give them all the love and care that she had wanted for
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herself.
Her third end last goal for her future family 1s that
both she and her husband actively participate iun the
religious program of the same church, Again she showed real
maturity in peinting to the multitude of difficulties which
arise when the parents are indifferent to religion or when
their inclinations lead them to different churches.  In her
home, Jane remembers that her father rarely went to church
at all and she has always felt that it left something of a
void in the relationship between her parents and the
children. On the basis of that experience Jane knows that it
will be important for her to avoid making the same error when
she establishes her own family. She has also been able to
observe through experience the difficulties involved when
the parents attend different churches. During her stay at
Uhlich she has seen the confusion that is created in the
minds of the chlldren and how, rather than axpésing them to
tﬁo‘faiths, it really provides the children with no faith at
all. Since she feels that religion is a vital part of good
family living and 1s important to each of its members, Jane
is already preparing in her mind to make a wholesome
religious experience possible for every member ofhher

family.
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Inﬁsummarizing her plans for the future, and by way
of cffering an explanation for the maturity which she
displayed, Jane said that some of her thoughts grew from her
experiences in her own home but that certainly living at
Uhlich had originated some and had strengthened and
crystallized others. Jane made this statement in a
refreshingly frank manner and there is no reason to feel that
the comment was made with any attempt to please the inter-
viewer. Jane, fortunately, has the happy faculty of being
able to take the good from every experience and assimilate

it into her own wholesome plan for the future.
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During her almost sixteen years of life, Grace has
experienced very little sense of security from her own
family. Almost since the time they were married, Grace's
parents have had frequent separations and since Grace's
youﬁg sister was born, Grace was then slx years of age, the
parents have been separated permanently. In addition to
this young sister, Grace also has a brother who is also
younger than she. The brother is in Parental School as &
result of his truanting and his alleged incorrigability.

In telling her story, Grace sald that her earliest

P
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recollectign of family life was one of trouble. Her father
drank eiaessively, and on one occaslion became roaring drunk
for an entire week. During these periods of drinking the
father became very abusive to every member of the famlly and
frequently gave vent to his emotions by throwing household
articles out of the window. Grace recalled the many times
that she had gone downstalrs from their second floor flat to
retrieve the cushions from the ehairs that her father had
thrown and she thought, at the time, that it was great fun.
As she looked back upon the inecident now, éhe was aware of
the fact that 1t was an indication of real instability on
the part of her father. During these early years of her
life, Grace remembered that her father often failed to
provide for his family and that it was only through the
kindness of her maternal grandmother that the family managed
to pay the rent and secure enough food and clothing.

When Grace was about six years of age the family
turmo1l became such that she was moved to the home of her
maternal grandmother with her brother and little sister.
Even here the pattern of drinking followed her, for her
grandfather drank excessively and his misbehavior had a
decided effect on the home-like atmosphere which might other-

wise have existed. But Grace's memories of her grandmother,




165
fortuna@éi;, are pleasant. She spoke warmly of how her grand-
mother played games wlth the children and how she was always
assured that she was welcome to stay Just as long as she
pleased,

During this period which Grace spent with the grand-
mother, her mother continued to maintain her own home and to
support herself by working. Garace recalled the many times
that her mother came to visit her and, according to Grace,
all of these visits were pleasant ones. Grace 1s very
protective toward her mother and assured the interviewer
that she had done everything possible to take care of the
children. '

Sometime after moving to the home of her grandmother,
Grace was taken to the hospital with scarlet fever. Because
of complications uhiehﬂaréae, it was necessary for Grace to
remain in the hospital for almost two months at the end of
which time she was returned to the home of her mother. But
again her mother's home falled to provide for Grace the
Ssecurity and the interest that she craved. She did not
blame her mother for her own actiona during this period, but
she did admit that she truanted from school quite often and
that she felt lonely because she had no one with whom to
share confiden¢es. It was during this time that she learned
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that heg'féther had Joined the Army Alir Force and was sent
overseas. Grace apparently was quite proud of the faect that
ner father had attalned the rank of Sergeant but shook her
knowingly when she admitted that he had subsequently lost his
stripes for going AWOL while based overseas during the war.

- It was in 1947 that Grace again went to live with
ner grandmother, this time because the grandmother'!s youngest
daughter was taken to the hospital and she was lonely. Grace
spoke very frankly of the fact that she did not enjoy this
constant shifting of homes, but apparently there was little
she could do about it. During this stay with her grandmother,
drink again played a very important role for it was during
this period that Grace's grandmother and grandfather
separated because of his heavy and continual drinking. Grace
told of the ineident whiah led to the separation. She said
her grandfather came home drunk, as usual, but on this
occasion he tried to beat his wife with the high heel of her
shoe. While Grace ran into the hall, appealing to the
neighbors for help, the grandmother armed herself with a
skillet and frightened her husband so effectively that when
the neighbore arrived the grandfather was under the bed while
the grandmother was on her hands and knees, beatidg hinm on
the head with the frying pan. @Grace smiled while she told of
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this incid;nt, indicating that she had seen so much of the
ditficuliies which oceur as the result of excessive drinking
that, rather than being shocked by their existence, she was
able to see some humor in the situation.

In retrospect, Grace said that her feelings toward
her father were very negative. She couldn't ever remember
seeing him more than twice a year and on those occasions found
it difficult to find something to say. Her feeling while with
him was "strange” and she was always relieved when the visit
was over. She did say that she wished her brother might
have had the interest and discipline of a good father, for
had he received this attention when he was young, Grace did
not feel he would have gotten into the trouble which resulted
in his being placed in Parental School. She said that her
brother "needed someone to get after him" but, because of
drinking on the part of her father and grandfather, that
"someone” was never there.

Her feelings toward her mother are kindly, though
Grace does regret that she wasn't able to have more fun and
more close assoclations with her. (race hurriedly explained
that her mother had always suffered from nervousness and, as
a result, was never able to play with the children when she

returned from work. Instead the children knew that their
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mother?s~r;turn from work heralded a daily period of quiet
which was observed 80 that the mother would receive sufficient
rest to permit her to return to the business of supporting the
family on the following day. Strangely enough, Grace did not
feel that the absence of a father figure in her life had

made any difference. She felt that her mother and grandmother
had provided her with everything she could have desired and
that no one except her brother suffered from the lack of
stability which a man might have contributed to the family
eircle. .

The year that Gracd has spent at Uhlich with her
sister has gone very quickly for her, and she sald that it
represented the happlest period of her life. She is parti-
cularly happy about the c¢lose associations which she enjoys
with several of the other high school girls and feels very
comfortable with her housemother too, and 1s sure that the
housemother is interested only in making her as happy as
possible. Grace did not feel that way when she entered the

ageney, for she felt her entrance at that time was a gross

injustice. It 1s true, she confessed, that her brother
truanted too regularly, but she maintained that she was old
enough to take care of her little sister during eﬁé time her

mother spent at work. But all of that is over now and Grace
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has foundqgapbiness in the stable and secure environment of
the Children's Home, Yet, Grace admitted that she thinks
often of the day in the future when her mother wlll be
successful in getting better housing so that the two may

return to'their own home.

In speaking of her plans for her own future famlly,
Grace showed the same maturity exhibited by some of the other
high school girls. As was true of them, some of the feelings
expressed by (Grace were the result of her unfortunate child-
hood experiences, while others were the gleanings of
wholesome attitudes which she had acquired in the home of her
grandmother and at the institution. To begin with, Grace
sald that she would not marry until she was at least twenty-
one years of age. She sald that her mother was only
elghteen when she married, and Grace did not want a
repetition of the lite'har mother had experienced. Grace felt
that there was a decided correlation between early marriage
and unsuccessful family life for she did not feel that the

parties to the marriasg could appreclate the seriousness of

family living at that early age. sShe said too, in a very
definite manner, that she would never marry a man who drank.
She enlarged upon that statement by saying that she was
aware of the fact that some people drank soclally and that

‘




170

suchfmoder;¥e drinking never represented a real threat to
marital ﬁarmony. But she was so determined not to have her
family wrecked by drink, as the marriage of her mother and
grandmother had been, that she would not consider marrying
anyone who drank at all.

Grace's eyes shone when she spoke of the kind of
housing she hoped her famlly might be able to enjoy. She
sald emphatically that she wanted no part of apartment
dwelling, for it seemed to her that sueh housing encouraged
the mobility which plagued her 2all her life. Instead she
hoped that she might have a little "cottage” of her own,
nothing too pretentious, Jjust enough so that her family might
be comfortable and put down thelr roots in the life of the
community. She apoke of the children too, and said, with
more maturity than that which is found in many married
couples, that she felt the entire life of the well-integrated
family must be buillt around the rearing of the children. Out
of her past experiences she added, also, that she would
flatly refuse to work, but would remain at home inastead and
give her chlldren the personal attention and love that she
felt was due all youngsters.

The last point which she emphasized for her family
of the future was that there must be a religious atmosphere
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which waq“a;arod by esch of the members. She sald that her
mother had been 8 non-practicing Roman Catholic and that her
father was a Protestant who never attended church. The
result was that none of the children attended worship until
they entered Uhlich. After coming to Uhlich, Grace became so
interested lu religlion that, at the age of fifteen which is
older than average, she attended confirmation instruction
which resulted in her being confirmed on Palm Sunday, 1949.
She said that she had galned so much from the experience of
her owm confirmation that she wanted the same experience for
every member of her family.

The story that Grace told concerning her family was
not entirely accurate. It 1s true that her parents
separated frequently, eliminating any opportunity for real
family living on the part of the children, but the record
indicates that the fault of the fallures experienced by
the famlly was not entirely that of the father. The report
mede by the Juvenile Court, for example, states that although
gGrace's mother had originally been neat and ambitiocus, she is
"now slovenly, erabby, and nervous, and does not seem to care
for the children." The record also implies that Grace's
mother may have contributed to the family discord because of
promiscuous relationships with other men. However, there is
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no praaf*ogfared to substantiate this implication. Even the
relativés of Grace's father spoke bitterly of both parents,

saying that neither one had assumed any reasonable responsi-
bility concerning the rearing of the children and that only

the best interests of the chlldren should be considered.

In telling her story Grace also failed to mention the
filthy conditions which she left in her mother's home when
coming to Uhlich. Grace's hair, which was very long when she
entered the agency, was 80 filled with lice and nits that it
had to be cut very short and it was only because of the
efforts on the part of the nurse that Grace was able to avold
having her hair clipped. Her younger siater, when entering
the Home, did have her hair clipped since it was impossible
to remove the multitude of nits and lice in any other way.
Obviously, the physica; condition of the girls was a decided
condemnation of the type of care which Grace's mother had
provided, but in her protectiveness, she falled to mentiom it.

It is reasonably safe to assume that Grace's pro-
tective attitude toward her mother stems from the fact that
her relationship with harvmather remained fairly close after
her father deserted. This attitude has become soc developed
through the years that even though Grace has achileved
maturity in 8o many ways, she 1a.at111 incapable of
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1ntelligen;1y diseriminating against those undesirable
oharactériatiau which are all too obvious in the make-up of
her mother. Instead her mother still looms as the one figure
in her life who can afford Grace the family tie which she is
so desperately seeking.

4 £ ¥ X % * ® »

The account which Delores had to tell of her relation-
ship with the other members of her family is a very
unsatisfactory one from her point of view. 8he consented to
speak of har»family on the day after her counfirmation.
Delores, who is fifteen years of age, had looked forward to
the day of her confirmation for many months and, although her
mother had failed to visit her during the four preceding
months, had every hope' that her mother would share her
happiness over her confirmetion and attend the service.
Delores' hopes were not well-founded, though, and once again
her mother disappointed her. For Delores, this was the most
bitter disappointment she had suffered at the hands of her
mother to date.

Throughout her entire life, Delores has experienced
the disadvantages of both inatability and mobility. 8She was
born in Southerm Illinois but said that she had lived in a
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great mangitowns before she reached the age of twelve.
Apparenﬁly her father, who was an irresponsible person, went
from one Job to another and with each change that was made
moved closer and closer to Chicago. Delores couldn't remember
much about her father, or at least volunteered little infor-
mation. She did recall that the only time her father had ever
tried to make things pleasant for the family was the one
occasion when he took his family to a neighborhood carnival.
But 1t isn't surprising that Delores remembers so little sbout
her father for during the many moves her family made in its
trek toward north Illinois, her father deserted the family,
which consisted of three girls and one boy, and has contri-
buted nothing to their support since.

Deloreé can remember a little of the difficulties her
family experienced after her father left. She remembers the
shortage of food and the lack of clothing that was felt by her
brothers and sisters and it wasn't until th@y moved to a
suburb of Chicago that they found a semblance of security.
There what remained of the family moved in with the maternal
grandmother and an aunt. Delores' mother tried to obtain
support from her husband through the courts, but when this
failed she had him sentenced to a jail term. In order that
the children might be supported, the mother went to work in a
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factory Wwhere the aunt was employed, but, as Delores ruefully
confesséd, the grandmother ”really supported us."”

A few months after this arrangement was begun, the
aunt was marrled and brought her new husband to the same
house to live. Delores' mother, because of the crowded
conditions, moved into Chicago and found employment, but the
children remained with the aunt, her husband, and the grand-
mother. Delores remembered this part of her life as being a
very pleasant experience. She felt completely at home in
this setting, thrived under the loving care provided by the
aunt and her new uncle, eand looked forward with happy
anticipation to the visits of her mother. These visits
occurred once or twice a month and were always pleasant since
the mother spent all of her visiting time playing with her
four ghildren. But transportation, ascording to Delores, was
both trying and expensive so the visits became more ané more
infrequent. The interviewer uuppoaed,thab reduction in the
number of visits by the mother would cause the children to
grow more and more attached to the aunt, but Delores
hurriedly stated that this was not true. 1In spite of the
affection all the children felt for the aunt, their mother
was st1ll the most important person in their lives.

All too soon, this pleasant arrangement came to an
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end. Delo;es‘said that their new uncle lost his Job and it
was 1mp6asible for him to support the four children. Since
the mother did not have the facilitles available for
providing good care it was necessary for all four of the
children tq be placed in an institution. Consequently
admission was secured at a Children's Home on the South Side
of Chicago where they remained until Delores was fourteen
years of age. Because of the age limitations of that agency,
the three girls were admitted to Uhlich and the boy was
placed in the Glenwood School for Boys.

Delores recounted one interesting incident which
ocourred prior to her stay at the other Chlldren's Home. She
sald that someode brought a paper to her aunt for signing,
stating that if the aunt agreed to state that the mother had
deserted her family that the aunt would be free to legally
adopt the four ebildrab. The aunt, however, refused to sign
the paper, and Delores said that her aunt's refusal made her
very happy for, and she said it with real feeling, her mother
had not deserted the children but was limited by circum-
stances in the amount of good she could do for them.

As a result of the constant instability which she had
experienced, Delores is quite & nervous chlild. Wwhen asked
what she preferred as her place of residence if able to have
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any wish's;e might express, she sald that her first choice
would bé to return to the home of her aunt where she had
received such affectionate care. Delores said that she was
sure she loved her aunt just as much as she did her mother and
that her aunt also offered stability and dependability that
her mother apparently could not provide. Unfortunately for
Delores, though, her aunt now has five children of her own so
it is impossible for Delores and her brother and sisters to
return there. Her second cholee would be to live with her
mother, but Delores said that if such an arrangement were
made it would be on a trial basis only and that she would
sever relationships if her mother failed to measure up to what
should be expected as she has during the paat few years.
Delores stated this attitude very emphatiocally, indicating
that dependablility had come to mean more to her than blood
relationship. Her third choice was Uhlioh, and spoke warmly
of the agency &8 having offered her everything that was
necésaary to make her comfortable except the intimate
contacts which are available only in normal family living.

In looking bagk Delores felt that she had missed
many of the advantages whioh should have been hers and which
are the heritage of most boys and girls. She felt that her
father was very much at fault for falling to provide for his
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family anéithan for deserting completely. She felt that her
mother was at fault too, for failing to make available the
interest and the love which characterizes good mothers., But
where Delores nurtured no hopes for the future improvement of
her father, she did maintain that her mother could be
dependable if she tried. She was unable to offer an explan-
ation, though, for why the mother falled to make the efforts
which might put her in a more desirable light.

Delores said that she had done very little thinking
about her own family of the future but that she was sure
that her c¢hildren would receive gonstant affection aud care.
she said that she would want to stay at home and give all of
her time to the proper rearing of her family and to meeting

as many of their wants as is possible. Obviously, this part
of her family of the future which looms so important is a
reflection of the disappointments she has experienced over
such a long period of time, | ’

In apite of the fact that Delores tried to defend her
mother as much as possible, the records show that her mother
was far less desirable than Delores would admit. The Court
record characterizes her, on one occasion, as being "an
irresponsible sort of person.” The record also contains a
statement that Delores' mother was expected to pay for the

A
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children’s -support during the time that they spent with the
aunt, but payments were never made. Shortly before the
children were moved to the first Children's Home in which they
stayed, the mother tried to get the children away from the
aunt through the courts, but she was "alleged unfit,
irresponsible, and unreliable.” The three older children
were placed in the institution as a compromise measure while
the youngest child, a girl, was placed in a foster home. The
foster parents became 80 interested in the girl that they
requested permission to adopt her, but the mother changed her
mind 80 frequently and created so much disturbance when she
was drinking, that the plans for adoption were abandoned for
fear her Iinterference would make the plan fail. The youngest
girl was then sent to the first Children's Home and ultimately
to Uhliceh.

In additional information whiech the court furnished
concerning Delores' mother, the court worker stated that she
had’ little pity for "this woman who had been such a
continuous source of trouble.” She sald that Delores' mother
had worked in every available place in Chicago Heights and had
shown such instability that no one would now give her
employment. Because of her lack of steady employment she has
gravitated to one of the worst tenement sections of the city.
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Th;;e gseems to be very little reason to think that
pelores will ever have an adequate home provided for her and
the rest of the children through the efforts of her mother.
ghe 1s almost resigned to remaining in an institutional
getting and feels that the absence of normal family life is
almost compensated for by the warmth of the friendships she
has establighed and the comfort and securlty she has come
to know.




CHAPTER V
CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALL THE CHILDREN INTERVIEWED

- It 13 regrettable that not all of the stories told by
the children can be included in this study, for they all
revealed b@ckgrounﬁa, observations, and hopes whieh were
filled with earneatness, poignancy and, frequently, with an
cbservable appreciation for the opportunity of putting their
feelings into words. However, as has been stated earlisr,
the limitations of space plus the fact that many of the
stories developed a famlliar pattern would make the
presoutntion’of each story lmpractical. In order that the
substance of the material might be offered, though, it has
been summarized in table form. The information included in
the following tables covers that gained from sll forty
children, including the ten whose stories were told in
narrative form in the prccading chapter.

Before dealing direotly with the hopes which the
children have concerning their own families of the future, 1t
iz important to consider briefly several other factors which
form a basis for these observations. First in importance is
an indication of the length of stay which these children have
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experienced in their present agency and in any form of foster
care prior to their present placement. A detailed summary of
this information follows,

TABLE XI, LENGTH OF STAY IN PRESENT AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS
BY THE CHILDREN STUDIED

Present Agency Other Agencies

ko 25 15 40 25 15
Total Boys Girls Total Boys QGirle
None 0 0 0 23 13 10
less than 1 year 3 1l 2 1 1 0
1 to 2 years E 0 3 3 2 1l
2 to 2 years 4 0 3 2 1
g to 4 years 7 4 g 3 2 1
to 5 years 7 3 3 1 2
5 te & years 1 1 0 0 0 o
6 to g years s 5 0 3 3 4]
% to U years 2 1l 1l 1l 1 0
to 9 years 2 2 0 0 ) 0
9 to 10 years 2 3 0 0 0 0
10 or more years e e 0 0 ¢]

A breakdown of tha figures given in this table shows
that the median stay at the agencies for each of the forty
children is 3.9 yeara. For the boys it is 5.0 years while
the girls have been in their present placement 3.3 years.
Great variation is ahoin in the lengths of stay, ranging from
three children who have been in their present placement for
less than a year to four children who have spent ten or more
Years in the inatitution in which they reside.
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Oveéihalf of the forty children, twenty-three, had
never 1iveﬁ under any other foster care. This was true of
52% of the boys and 66% of the girls. However, of those who
did, the median length of stay was 3.0 years. This figure
was exactly the same for both the boys and the girils.
Certalnly the amount of time spent in institutions which is
revealed by this table gqualify the children, at least on the
basis of actual experience, for speaking on the subjects
which were presented to them through the medium of this
study.

The children were alszo given an opportunity to
evaluate thelr present placement. Again they were assured
that their opinions would be kept confidential to the
extent that no statements could be traced to their asource,
and, as before, the ahilﬁrnn cooperated by speaking quite
frankly. This table, too, was rather difficult to develop
for tables fail to provide the possibility for showing the
many subtle variationg which invariably ereep into the
stories. However, for the purpose of simplifying the
summary of the information, the categories listed below were

used. mpey are at least indicative of the attitudes of the
children toward their present placement.
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TABLE ;IIZ ATTITUDES OF CHILDREN TOWARD PRESENT PLACEMENT

, Total Boys Girls
Total | 40 25 15
Happy 24 18 6
Satisfled 14 5 9
Unhappy 4 1 1 0
Hostile 1 1 0

These statements given by the children show that 60% of
the youngsters, a very large number, were completely happy in
their present setting. The boys were by far the most happy
with their placement for 72% indicated that this was true
while only 40% of the girls could agree. ,

In addition to this 60% who were quite happy, another
35% were satiasfied. These children explained by saying that
they were reasonably pappy, that they undersatood the
necessity for their placement, that they were conscious of
some of the advantages of living where they were, but that
they felt somethings could be changed which would lend a
general improvement to their lot. Twenty percent of the
boys were of this opinion, while the same feeling was
expressed by 60% of the girls

Only two boys, five percent of the total, were unhappy.
While that ia'enough for the respective agencles to feel
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eompelleﬁ'ta re-examine thelr placement and to try to correct
the aenﬂitian that contributes to the unhappiness, it is o
far smaller percentage than 1is generally believed to be
unhappy while in an institution. One of these two boys was
extremely homesick while the other waes hostile to all adulte
and to the exercise of contrdl in general.

No attempt will be made to interpret ths reasons for
happineas or lack of it here, for a summary of the
expressions of theée children on these subjects ls given in
succeeding tables.

When the children were invited to llat the
characteristics of institutional living whieh they found to
be desirable, a2 conscious effort was made by the interviewer
to minimize the statements. BREach chlld was assured that
his honest opinion was desired and that the child was not to
say what he thought the interviewer might want to hear.
only those attitudes toward institutional living which the
shildren inaisted were meant whole-heartedly were included
in the information given in the table. The table grew far
longer than would have been desirable, but the enthuslasm
with which the children presented their feelings seemed to
Justify the use of the additional lines.
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TABLE XIII. INSTITUTIONAL CHARACTERISTICS POUND DESIRABLE
“ BY THE CHILDREN

Total Boys girls
Total 136 80 56_
Ample food, comfort 28 16 i2
Others of own age . 21 13 8
Sports 20 20 4]
Freedom, fair rules 12 7 5
good ataff, understanding 12 7 g
Care of young children 1l 3
Religious experience 10 2 &
Security g 6 3
Regularity of school 1 3
good training 2 1l 1
Experience in living together 2 1l 1l
Decency of environnment 1 0 1
None 2 2 0

It should be of gome encouragement to institutional
personnel to know that the forty children interviewed gave
expression to a total of 136 characteristics which they found
to be desirable. Since two boys, the ones listed in Table XII
ag extremely homesick and hostile, found nothing desirable
about their placement, the remaining thirty-eight expressed
an average of 3.6 desirable characteristics each.

First in importance for children of both sexes was that
of comfort, ample food, and the other characteristics which
contributed toward adequate living. Eighty perceunt of the
girls acknowledged this advantage while the same was true
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for 40% #fithe boya.

Over half of the children, 52.5%, llsted as second in
importance the fact that there were other children of their
own &ge with whom they could associate. The importance of
this characteristic of institutional life was almost
identieal with members of each sex for it was mentioned by
52.0% of the boys and by 53.3% of the girls. This is one of
the many advantages of institutional life for adolescents
which has frequently been expressed by personnel engaged in
institutional programs, and it is interesting to note that |
their opinion is borne out by 80 many children now living in
such 8 setting. It is conceivable that this advantage would
have been acknowledged by more children had it been
suggested as a possibility, but no coaching was ever given a
child who was asked for a statement.

The overwhelming appreciation for sports placed that
characteristic in third position among all the qualities
which were found desirable in institutional life. Every
expression for this phase of institutional life was made by
& boy, 80.0% of the boys interviewed, but not one girl
montioned 1t as one of the valid arguments in favor of
institutional iife.

Based upon the frequent criticisms which are heard of
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1nst1tu31;;al life, perhaps most surprising of the
expressings concerning desireble characteristics are the
two which dealt with freedom and fair rules, and that which
rated the stalf as being understanding. Iun both inatances,
30.0% of the children interviewed suggested these
categories as desirable. Again it must be stated that 1t is
possible that nmore might have included it had the suggestion
been made. However, it 1s sufficlently aatisfying to note
that such 8 large percentage offered this comment of thelr
own accord.

Abaut a quarter of the children also mentioned the
desirabllity of their experience in dealing with younger
children and the advantage of participating in a program
which included religion.

It appears that these comments made by the children
indicate at least reasounable success on the part of the
institutions in which the children reside. Kot only is it
encouraging that the youngsters enumerated so many
characteristics which they felt to be desirable but, of even
greater importance, the fact cannot be overlooked that such
exprassions implies sufficiently good adjustment to permit
these additlonal observations.

Not all of the elements of institutional life;, of
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course, were found to be desirable. In fact, some
charact&riutica found to be desirable by some children, such
as freedom from unnecessary restrictions, were found to be
Just the opposite with others. Again the children were
encouraged to speak frankly with the result that forty-seven
expressions were offered concerning characteristics which
were not desirable.

TABLE XIV. INSTITUTIONAL CHARACTERISTICS POUND UNDESIRABLE

BY THE C

Total Boys Girls
Total 47 26 21
None 16 10 6
Separation from home 8 4 4
Lack of freedon 7 § 3
Lack of understanding 3 l 2
Iack of social life 3 0 3
Too much religion 3 2 1l
Early curfew 3 3 0
Abuse by other ahildrwn ) § i 0
Profanity 1l 1l 0
Excepalve work 1 1 0
Exceasive mles i 0 1

Of the sixteen who did not offer a oriticism of the
care which they were reéaiving, tuwelve d4id recognize that
there were features about the program which could have been
improved, but they felt they were so minor when compared with
the atrengths of the programs that they refused to mention
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them., The‘;thar four children in this group apparently had
no criti&iam to offer.

The most frequently mentioned oriticism was that of
separation from home. Right children mentioned it, four boys
and four girls. Certainly 1t is a criticiam which is
accepted with understanding, for separation is a serious
problem for any child who must experience it,

The second most frequently mentioned oriticism is
that of lack of freedom. It is not surprising that this
should represent such an important oriticism for, though
most institutions make an earnest effort to reduce rules and
regulations to & minimum, it is an established fact that
many staff peraons dealing directly with the children
manufacture rules of thelir own for expediting thelir own
responsibilities. The rules devised by these staff members
frequently ensnare the children with a maze of red tape which
involves many of the activities which might be of interest to
the youngsters. Csareful administration is necessary to keep
these staff-made rules to a minimum in order that the agenoy
can remain as child-centered as possible. It is interesting
to note that only seven children mentioned lack of freedom as
one of the undesirable qualities of institutional life, while
in the preceding table 8 total of twelve boys and girls found
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the yresén;a of freedom and fair rules one of the desirable
cnaraetcﬁistzoa of their present form of life.

The other oriticisms covered the many areas indicated
in the table, All of them were offered earmestly by the
children and might well serve as a gulde to administrators
in re-evaluating the practices involved in thelr own
programs.

The next table includes material which was presented
with more enthusiaam, by far, than that offared during any
part of the interviews. While thirteen of the éhildr&ﬂ,
twelve boys and one girl, refrained from giving any
expression concerning thelr future families, the rest became
starry-eyed when they were offered the opportunity to day
dream about the qualities of a family which they planned to
creste. Undoubtedly, the children who spoke had given some
serious thought to thelir planning, for they spoke with
confidence and assurance. |

' The table indicates that 77.7% of the boys and
girls had given sufficlent thought to their future families
to enable them to give expression to thelr desires. This
alone is a significant fact, for none of the children were
past sixteen years of age and some of them four or five years
Jounger. Yet, despite their youth and their reasonably long




192

stay in an'institution, they were able to articulate in a
very intelligent manner. These were the qualitiss whieh the
children hoped to incorporate into their future families.

TABLE XV, CHILDREN'S EXPRESSIONS CONCERNING THEIR DESIRES
FOR QUALITIES IN FUTURE PAMILY LIFE

Total Boys Girls
rotal 114 57 57
child-centered homes 21 8 13
Religious atmosphere 21 9 12
Mutual underatanding, trust 15 T 8
sobriety 13 7 6
comfort 11 4 7
Stability 7 5 2
Recreation with children & 3 1
Cleanliness 3 ) 3 2
Freedom 2 0 2
Privacy 2 0 2
Educational opportunities 1 0 1
No mobility 1 1 0
None expressed 13 12 1

Moot important to both boys and girls was that their
homes would be child-oentered and that they would bemefit by
the presence of a religlioua atmosphere. Both qualities are
those which we can accept with much gratification,
particularly since they were listed, not with emotion or with
a sengse of needing to express what the interviewer wanted to
hear, but with a calm logic which obviously indic;ted that
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the auggeﬁtions cams as a result of much thought. Sixty-
nine and two-tenths percent of the boys and ¢5.7% of the
girls felt that religion was essentlal to stable family
life.

Mutual understanding and trust were important, too,
and reflected the lack which they had felt personally while
living with their own families. Having tasted the
bitterness of that void, they had determined that thelir own
families and their own children would not suffer in that
manner.

Sobriety obviously reflected their own experiences.
Nearly half of each group listed this quality as necesssry
for their families. Of the boys, 53.9% said sobriety would
be essential to stable family life. To have the privilege
of listening to these children as they accurately and
enthuslasgstically delineated the necessary qualities of good
family life was a nost refreshing experience, While it is
obvicus that institutions must continually strive to
improve their programs and to give children more and more
opportunities for finding the answers which they seeik, it is
apparent that we can anticipate the future with a degree of
confidence because of the overwhelming optimism and
stabllity of the children themselves,
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;ﬁ ghe last part of the interview, the children were
asked what qualities or desires they had listed for their
future families could be traced to their experience in the
institution. It would be foolish to suppose that all of the
qualities expressed had entered the youngster's consclousness
only after assuming residence in the institution, but since
some of them may have atarted at that point, the children
were encouraged to list them. A surprisingly high seventy-
one of the characteristics had originated, or been
crystallizged;, after the children came to the institution to
live,

TABLE XVI., APPRECIATION OF FPAMILY QUALITIES TRAGﬁABLE
TO THE INSTITUTIONAL EXPERIENCE

_Total Boys Girls
Total : 71 43 28
Religion 18 9 9
Child-centered 12 6 . 6
Mutual understanding, trust 1l T 4
Comfort 8 g 3
Security Z 3
Sobriety i 0
Sports : 2 3 0
Domestic arts ) | 3
None 4 4 0

This last table shows us that twenty-seven. of the
forty children interviewed had given some careful thought to

o
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the plaﬁhi;g of their future family. Of these twenty-seven,
twenty~£hrae, nine boys and fourteen girls, could trace some
of their oonstructive thinking to thelr entrance into the
institution. |

Eighteen of the children stated that their appre-
clation of religion could be ‘traced directly to their present
placement. Perhaps this is not surprising since so few had
experienced religion prior to their entrance, but it is
gratifying to see so many of them who recognize the
importance of this element in their life. Nine boys and nine
girls traced thelr religious sppreciation to the institution
and each expressed his gratitude for this contribution.

Twelve children, again divided evenly between the
boys and the girlas, said that they traced their appreciation
of a child-centered atmosphere to the institution. Many of
these twelve stated that they had received no such exper-
ience in their own homes, and that they had deeply
appreciated the efforts which were expended for their
individusl comfort and pleasure since coming to live at their
respective Homes. It was because of their experience in the
inatitution and their appreciation of what it meant to their
own childhood that prompted them to desire the sane
privilege for their children of the future.
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vMutual understanding and trust was the next most

frequently mentioned quality whose origin could be traced to
the institution. As was true in some of the other categories,
e negative attitude may have been developed while the
children were living with their own families, but 1t was

not until the children entered the institution that they were
sure that some better attitude could be taken. Many of the
chlldren said that they had never felt that they were
understood or trusted while living with their parents and,
since they had blossomed under the atmosphere of under-
standing at the inatitution, they were hopeful of carrying
that same attitude into their own families in order that
their children might benefit from 1t as they 4id after
entering the agenocy.

Because of the sordidness of their own poor homes,
the comfort found in the institutions seemed important
enough to continue into thelr future families. Before the
critics of institutions begin to howl let me hastily add
that everyone recognizes the fact that there are few, if
any, institutions which are in any sense luxurious. But to
the many deprived children who are placed in institutions,
the modest comforts which en institution cam provide seem
wonderful, indeed. Cleanlineas; lack of rodents, regul-
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arity, balanced meals prepared from good food -- these and
nany others were unknown to the children before entering an
inatitution. To the children, these comforts were real and
represented far more than they had ever experienced before.
There was no question as to their sincerity when they said,
elight of them, that their déaira for comfort could be traced
directly to thelr institutional experience.

Hand in hand with this expression that thelr desires
for comfort could be traced to the institution were the
qualities of security and sobriety. Many of them had never
felt security at home, and thrived on the new experience.
Sobriety, as has been pointed out earlier, was another
quality lacking from an alarming number of homes. While it
1z true that the revulsion on the part of the children toward
aleoholism may well have had 1ts origin before the children
entered the institution, two boys flatly stated that had they
remained at home, living with parents and in ﬁ neighborhood
wﬁéra alcoholism was practiced regularly and accepted as the
way of 1life, they might never have known that there was a
better standard to follow. These two boys, as well as the
other two who traced their appreciation for aobrgaty to an
institution, felt that the institution had elevated their
sights and had conclusively proved that aleoholism could be
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avolded without undue effort.

Awhree boys said that their appreeiation of sports
could be traced to the inmstitution. When questioned about
this statement, since it seemed reasonable to assume that they
would have learned an appreciation of sports wherever they had
lived, they sald that they had started their 1ives in neigh-
borhoods where the activities of the majority of the boys
were restricted to delinquencies and, had they continued to
live there, they too would probably have found thelr
entertalinment in that direction., They sald that early in
their stay at the institutions they found some difficulty in
getting enough pleasure out of organized sports to compensate
for their desire for thrills, but each aspoke warmly of the
tolerant understanding they had received while going
through their perlods of adjustment and now knew that through
sports such as baseball, football, and basketball they could
find 8ll of the thrills and competition they wanted.

‘ The last ones to give expression to qualities which
could be traced to thelr life at the institutions were four
children, one boy and three girls, who felt that their
appreciation for domestic arts could be so traced. Domestic
arts, to them, meant not only an ability to keep house or to
cook, but included as well an ability to care for shildren
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and to give ;o those younger than themselves the love and

the care that they needed. It is interesting to note that
not one of these four children were living in the one
institution visited which provided the children with an
educational plant on the campus. It 1s apparent, then, that
the four who did trace their appreciation of domestic arts to
the inatitution were not referring ¢o & class room exper-
ience, but rather to the experience they had in their dseily
1iving.

As was stated at the beginning of this chapter it is
regrettable that not all of the stories of the children
could be given in full, but the significance of their
stories, even in tabulated form, iz readily apparent. That
moat of the children have an appreciation of good family
life is as encouraging as it is obvious. Our problem, then,
is to discover and oxpioit every meauna posaible to asslist
them in reaching their goals.

’




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Anyone casually observing the countless difficulties
to which the children in this study have been subjected would
have every reason to think that the youngsters might well
have turned from the idea of family living with dlsgust and
would have committed themselves to the thesis that one's
sole responsibility in the world was to achieve all that was
comfortable and advantageous for themselves. Certainly the
families of these children have been largely of the variety
that any proud soclety would like to forget, for they
represent blots upon the stable type of social ploture we
would like to think exists. Even the amount of time that
these children from broken homes have spent under the super-
vision of child caring agencies would seem to militate
against their apprecistion and understanding of well-
integrated family life.

Here, then, 1s the story of the typical child who
has found his way to en institution for care. Since all of
the children interviewed were picked at random, the only
selectivity exercised being that concerning ls',‘ehnru is

200
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avery rgkgzn to believe that even this small sample
represents the profile of most institutional children. If
8 composite of the findings indicated the average child, it
would provide us with a youngster who came from a family of
about four children, whose family was without a religious
affiliastion, who had moved avout four times defore reaching
his tenth birthday but whose family had never succeeded in
achieving more than a fair type of housing, who had ouly
thirteen chances out of eighty of having even one parent who
could be conaldered good in any sense but would instead have
had almost a fifty-fifth chance of having an aleoholic
father. Certainly it 13 & frightening picture, one which
makes us think of thousands of children who accompany their
parents as they stumble on their way through countless
phases of social decay untll the family disintegrates
entirely and the children are forced to accept care from

strangers. Crowded into their few years is more heartache,
more fear, deprivation, and move loneliness than many of us
have experienced in an entire lifetime. We might, indeed,
expeot that chlldren who have suffered in such a manner
would either be crushed by thelr experience or would
defiantly rebel against the family, soociety in general, and
anything else which they might think had contributed to




thetr diffloulties.

But children seem to be basically optimistic and
have that almost inherent abllity to shrug off, with a bit
of help, that which has been distasteful and to cling to and
develop that which they find to be good. They are even
forgiving, in moat instances, of those who contributed to
the troubled times through which they have come. Perhaps it
is because of their optimism and their resiliency of spirit
that they were able to salvage something even from their
bitter experiences, accept the newly-found advantages which
were offered to them, and, between the two, project their
thinking into something which is stable and fine.

In the beginning of this study we said that &
simplified standard for evaluating families might be bdased
on just five points. 'A quick review of these five points
will indicate how well the children interviewed measured up
to these standards in their observations and in their plans
for the future,

The first point stated that the family should be a
soclalizing agency, should place an emphasis upon the
economic, social, religious, and eduscational phases of life,
and that i1t should prepare each member to participate fully
in the social structure in which he lives. Ve needn't repeat
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how ﬁizarably the families of the children failed, yet the
stories which the children told and the hopes which they
expressed for the future spoke eloguently of their desire to
create something better than they had known. It is
important to note that each of the elements of good family
1ife listed in this first point was mentioned and emphasized
in the stories which the children ¢t0ld. It is important,
too, to remember that for many of the ohilldren, an appre-
ciation of these values ¢an definitely be traced to their
experience in the institution.

The second point was that the family should provide
emotional security for each of its members. It should
provide permanence and freedom from anxieties. Certainly,
through thelir own experience, the children came to under-

stand the need for this quality which was missing from the

lives of most of them. But as many of them said, it was not
until they found security in an institution that they fully

‘ecomprehended the important part that it played in their lives.

Their storles speak for themselves in assuring us that they
are determined to include the element of security and
permanence when creating their families of the future,

Next in importance for the family was the offering
of a sense of acceptance, a comfortable sense of delonging.
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Agaith;ny of the children found the satisfaction for that
need in an institution and were 8o appreciative of its
importanse that that quality, too, was included 4in their
planning for the future.

The fourth point whioh was mentioned was that the
family should offer freedom for experience, expressed
initially through play and later through an expression of
opinions and attitudes. There was & difference of opinion
on whether the institution provided the youngsters with this
freedom for expression. Some said that the routine was too
strict to permit it, more said that 1t was possible and the
fact was that they did enjoy a sense of freadom. Perhaps of
even greater importance than this difference of opinion,
though, was the fact that the ghildren on both sides of the
question recognized that it was sssential and acknowledged
that it was & privilege which they hoped thelr youngsters
would be sble to enjoy. '

The last characteriastic mentioned in the early pages
of this study was that a family should exercise social
control, that it should teach the qualities of thrift,
idealism, cleanliness, regulsrity, respecst for authority,
consideration for others, and care of property. ‘xn almosgt
every instance in the forty children interviewed 1t remained
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for the‘iﬁatitutiona to provide an understanding of these
qualities for the depraved familles from which many of the
¢children came either didn’t take the time 0 offer assistance
in this direction or simply were not cspable of doing so.

There 15 no guestion that the children measured up
extremely well in their thinking about the family on each of
these five points. Since that 1s true 1¢ seems that three
genersl conclusions concerning the ochildren themselves may be
drawn from this study.

Pirgt, and of great importance, 1s the fact that in
the majority of the cases studied the damaging experieunce
which the chilldren had with inadequate families 4id not in
any sense destroy thelir appreciation for the necessity of
establishing for themselves families which embody the basie
principles inherent in all well-integrated families. As &
matter of fact, in many instances it was found that the
unfortunate experience actually sharpened the desire of the
ohildren to create for their own youngsters of the future &
family whioh would offer many of the satisfactions uhlch
they had failed to receive. The importance of this fact
cannot be over-emphasized. S50 many general statements have
been made saying that this is almost an impossibility. That
defeatist attitude has limited, in many inatances, the
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efforts which might have been made on behalf of the
youngsters. But here is adegquate proof that the overwhelming
majority of the children interviewed were in no sense
comnitted sgainst the principles of good family living but
rather, on the goutrary, were already planning for the day
when they could create for themselves and for their children
a family which would provide the satisfying experience for
which they all longed. With that assurance replacing the
too-frequently duatad defeatism, we are encoursged to renew
our efforts to assist these children to achieve thelr goals.

The second general conclusion concerning the
children themselves is that they have not found that their
placement in an institution has precluded the possibility for
their experiencing the qualities of good family living, but,
instead have found 1ﬁ many instances, that the institution
is helping to point out and emphasize the importance of these
basie characteristica. In many cases, for sxample, 1t was in
the institution that the ohildren received an understanding
of the importance of religion in good family living, and it
was through this understanding that they were able to
determine & proper purposs for life and to learn how to
discriminate sgainst the intrusion into their thinking son-
cerning future family life of any quality which would
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militate ‘g;amst; thelr newly-found appreciation of sscurity.
To have heard children express their gratitude to institu.-
tions for helping them to understand family life i» a far
ory from what mizht have been expected had our thinking been
based solely upon the eritiocal statements quoted in Chapter
II, statements made dy thoss who felt that institutions had
nothing to offer children who had suffered a damaging
experience.

The third general conclusion concerning the children
is that, despite thelir baokground and theilr youth, they have
already matured sufficiently to project their thinking to the
time when they will establish families of their own.
Obviously, this fact indiocates that they provide us with a
great deal upon which we may base our efforts to help
prepare them for these homes and famllies of whioch they
dream. With the maturity of the observations which they
expressed and with the enthusiasm which they clearly demon-
strated during thet part of their interview, there is no
reason to feel that they will be less prepared to establish
a good family than any other youngster who is maturing during
this unsteble era in the history of family life.

With these general conoclusions concerning the
youngsters themselves, the additional conclusions soncerning
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our ruspoﬁgibilitiaa to tham beoome increasingly clear. It

is not the purpose of this final chapter to list all of the
needs, to propose an all-inclusive program for the solution of
the neads, or to exhaust the long list of agencles at work in
the field of the family. However, it 1s important to at

least touch upon these aress with the hope that by doing so
the problems and the opportunities may become 8 bit more
crystallized.

It would be presumptious to approach & family
problem of such magnitude without at least alluding to the
significant contribution made to our understanding of the
family by the great scholar, Carle C. Zimmerman. In his

comprehensive study Femily and Civilization he malkes meny
comments which have a direct beering on the problem being
faced by this study, and which help to point the direction

in which our thoughts must travel.l In his chapter on the
future of family and ecivilization, Zimmerman refers to the
thinking of two contemporary writers in the field of the
family. The most prevelant idea, he says, is that the

family has merely to achieve the freeing of the individual to
arrive at its ideal ocontributiou to society. The family must

1zimmerman, Carle C., Pamily and Civilizetion, Harper &
Br@thcra,’lgk?. paséd“7§3$§16””‘“”“”“““'”“‘“’

.
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be retalpned; but somehow this goal must be achlieved without
intérraring with the prououncements of the advocatesz of
free love.

Westermarck in his two works History of Human
¥earriage and Future of Marriage points to the incressing
unhappiness whieh e¢xiste !1n marital relationa. Sexual
niaindduatmut, adultery, Jeslousy, Iriction detween husband
and wife, and conflicts between parenta and children all lead
him to think that there shall be an lacressingly accelerated
trend away from marriage and the institutional family. Ris
findings have led him to belleve that divoree 1is not the
enemy of marrisge, but 1s its saviour since it provides a
remedy for misfortune. He believes that some form of
marriage will last, but he does not know what kind nor does
he hszard making e prediction. Actually all he is able to
say ig that some people will continue to 11}!& together in
the same household, more or less permansutly, and some 01'
these couples will hsve children; but that 1s a long way from
predicting the survival of institutional familism,

Sorokin, too, predists a further and further bresk-
down of the family until the relations between husband and
wife and between parents and ohildren will become inoidental
and chaotic. He states very definitely that the culture




e

it R

| 211
which’ﬁin dominated western soclety for the past five
centuries is breaking down., He belleves that divoreces will
increase and that children will be separated from their
parents at an increasingly younger age. The family,
ascording to Sorokin, will become & mere incidental co-
habitation of male and female and the home will deteriorate
to an over-night parking place mainly for the purpose of
sex relationshipas.

Zimmerman acknowledges, rather ruefully, that these
two soclologists have the facts to support their pessi-
mistic prediotions. It 1s true that all forms of behavior
associated with familism have deelined. However, rather than
8it on the sidelines with the cultural determinists who
maintain that the trend cannot be stopped or slowed down,
Zimmerman prefers to analyze what has happened to the family
as an institution and attempt to salvage at lpﬁ;ﬁ what is
possible from the impending wreoksge. He points out that
"the garden variety of thinker, by his emphasis upon
cultural determinism and his fatalism, seems Yo favor the
cataclysm. He is more dangerocus than a thousand Speuglers
because it is his oynicism, his aveidance of the real
issues, his willingness to be popular rather than scholarly,
which makes it difficult for others to face the real lssus.
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He uantafgo teach & family sociology composed entirely of
invalid and unexamined e¢liches. 'Divoree iz but an escape
from an already broken marriage.' 'The family is getting
better and better every day.' ‘'If your boy friend ories at
the cinema, he will make a good husband.' 'Dontt scold your
wife at the breakfast table.’ It is this type of thinker who
rushes hotly to the defense of Freud. He 1s the modern
Plutarch.” Zimmerman oonsludes that we do have the
intelligence, and powerful enough educational and propoganda
agencies, to bring about a revision and the more or less
permanent reinstatement of familism. There is, however, a
greater disparity between the sctual, documented, historical
truth and the theories taught in most of the family sociology
oourses, than exists in any other scientific field. When the
answey to this great social problem is finally discovered, it
will be found to lie in the making of familism and ohild-
bearing the primary soclial duties of the citizen,

On the basis of the fervent hope and the hesitant
optimism expressed by Zimmerman, we can see somewhat more
clearly the necsasity for equipping these children from
broken homes with an understanding and an appreciation of
the importance of well-integrated family living, not alone
for what 1t will mean to each of the chlldren personally when
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his home 1s established, but beceuse of the part such a
family will play in the salvaging of the essential elements
of our culture. We can be certain that the family will never
remain static, it shall either progress or retrogress. It 1is
imperative that all of the positive forces be rallied and
supported to the limit of our ability.

What, then, can be offered by way of a program in
order that these youngsters from broken homes might be
equipped for the establishment of their own families? What
can be done to prevent recidivism among those familial lines
where broken homes have begome a part? Certainly there are
no easy or exhaustive suggeations which can be made.

However, efforts in the direction of making well-integrated
homes possible should ineclude at leaat the following
minimun considerations.

First of all we must recognize the fact that institu-
tions and all other types of foster oare exist, almoat
completely, because of the fallure of fsmilies to properly
meet the responsibdilities whish are rightfully thelras. While
no apologies need be made for good institutional care, there
is no question concerning the faect that it would be far more
desirable for children to be able to live with their own
parents and in their own homes, if their parents and homes
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are sdGQﬁdtt to meet their needs. Acinowledging this,
greater and greater efforts must be made by institutions for
children to carefully enalyze the applications which are made
for placement and to sift out those where there is & possi-
bility of rehabilitating the famlly, if given intelligent
help, even while the child reémains at home. More and more
institutions are accepting thls responsidbility for they
recognize that their primary obligation is to the ohild and
that in many instances they can best serve him in his own
home if that home provides a foundation upon whieh to build.
Obvicusly this departure from what had been considered
standard institutional prosedure has required a substantial
increase in expenditures, but many institutions ars
eourqageously working in that direction, pointing the way for
others to follow. One of the institutions which participated
in this study is currently caring for seventy children who
are living in their own homes. Case work service is made
availsble to the parents in order that the families of these
children might be salvaged for them.

Second in importance 1s the need for all institutions
and foster homes which are providing cere for children to
continue to emphasize the psycho-socisl characteristics of
well-integrated famlly life, particularly those elements
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which ¢an be demonstrated apart from the primsl family
setting. Well conducted institutional programs in as home-
like an atmoaphere possidble, for example, oan continually
emphasize the importance of security, freedom for expression,
the importance of religion, and the rest of the desirable
qualities even though it is acknowledged from the very
beginning that the bvest institution camnot hope to approx-
imate 2 real home enviromment. Through this method shildren
from broken homes who are recelving care can be assisted in
the orystallization and the olarification of their thinking
concerning their future family life.

That many of the sghildren are, indeed, developing an
appreciation of some of the essential characteristics of
family life while living in an institution is quite apparent
from the material presented in this study. However, it must
be acknowledged that not one of the institutions parti-
eipating in the study had a conscious program for exploiting
these advantsges in 8 way that would lead the youngsters
directly to an apprecilation of well-integrated family living
as such. There 18 2 great trend in institutional care at the
present time toward providing the physical facilities which
would make an approximation of family living much more
poesible than before. The cottage plan 18 being adopted by
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many progressive institutions and many others, who are not in
& position to abandon buildings which are still usable are
adapting them to apartment plans which provide the children
with privacy and with much more comfort than they had exper-
ienced in inastitutions in the past. In uddition to these
physical improvements, higher calidre personnel are being
attracted to staff the institutions and to direct the
programs which the children experience. With these tremen-
dous and significant strides being made for improving
institutlional care, there is every opportunity for employing
these faclilities and these improved staffs in direoting the
thinking of the children toward developing concrete plans for
good famlly life. It can be safely sald that never before in
the history of ocur country has it been 8o important to
advance the cause of good families. We are in an era of
confusion and uncertainty when no one dares prediect what

lies ahead for this younger generation of ours. We wish that
we oould assure our youngsters that there would be no
devastating wars to be fought, no depressions to be
wesathered, no great social upheavals to be survived. In

good faith we cannot gusrantee these things, but what we can
do, and it is perhaps the most effective safeguard of all,

is to see to it that our children live as well and as happily

- —
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a8 posuib;Q so that they will be butiressed against the
vicissitudes of the future. For one of the things we have
learned in these past twenty-five years is that healthy,
happy, alert children develop into strong and responsible
adults who asre able to take a great quantity of buffetting
around without too much demage to body or mind or spirit.

Third, children’s institutions must beocome increasingly
aware of the need for providing family case work for the
parents of the children who have entered the agency for care.
Although institutional personnel have long regretted the
necessity of returning children who have received ¢are to
spproximately the same enviromment from whish they came, all
too little has been done about improving the situation. Most
institutions have tried vallantly to serve the parents with
the limited case work time at the disposal of the ageney,
but more than this 1s necessary. In the sontenporary field
of child care the obvious losses of time, effort and service,
together with the tragedy of having a child return to an
environment which was gonsidered sufficiently bad to justify
separating him from his parents 1s s0o overwhelming that this
additional service can no longer be delayed. Since many of
the youngsters are placed voluntarily by the parents who
reserve the right to remove the child at any time, and since

g E o o
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many of the parents accepted the idea of placement because
they recognized their inadequacy in faillng to provide the
child with the home he deserved, the Institutions met
provide the additional service to the parent in order that
the comtribution made to the child need uot be dissipated
when the youngster leaves the agency's care. Every effort
must be made to strengthen both the c¢hild and the parent in
order that they might boih benefit from having been assoc~
iated with the agency. It 1s hoped that the work of the
famlly service egencies could be s0 closely correlated with
the efforts made in the field of c¢child care that the two
types of agencies could pool thelr resources and work
together on the common problem but, unfortunately, most
family services are so besieged with regquests for assiatance
which originates with families who have no relationship with
any other azenoy that they find it impoassible to accept the
additional responaibility of serving the parents of children
who 1ive in institutions. Until suech a sorrelation of service
is possible, the child e¢aring institutlions must make this
oxtra service avallable in order that children from broken
homes may be helped completely in thelr attempt to further
appreclate and plan for good families of their éwn.

The last conclusion to be drawn from thls study i3 to
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emphasize the continued need for children's inatitutions to
draw from resouwrces in the community, wherever these
services are available, Ffor sssistance 1n alding both parents
and ohildren to a fuller understanding and a deeper appre-
clation of good family life. Fortunately there are such
facilities in many aress %hieh are solely concerned with
service to families who have encountered domestic difficulties
and who need expert guldance for the solution of their
problems. when it is possible to employ the services of suoh
agencien, the potential contribution to the institution's
program cannot be exaggerated. Typlsal of these tgtnciai is
the Family Service Bureau of the United Charities of Chicago.
The concern of this agency for the familles of Chicago dates
back to 1857 when a charter was granted to the fledgling
"Chicago Relief and Aid Society,” Through the years they
have served the people of Chicago who have qurrcrcd because
of panio, plague, fire, war, and depression, as well as those
who have found the ordinary demands of life too great for
them to weet alone.

This agency points with pride to a great volume of
service given each year. During the year just past the Family
Service Bureau has given service to 11,407 families in the
various departments., Duriung this period a case load of 2,048
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familieB were served each mouth during the year. The areas
of service offered by the agency fall roughly into three
fields. The agency assists individuals and families through
skilled casework service, in the solution of difficulties
which they feel they cannot handle alone. They provide legal
aid to individusls whose civil rights may be in jJeopardy and
who caunot pay for legal counsel. And they plan and work
with other social agencies and community groups ‘rm* the
improvement and expansion of health and welfare services. All
of these services are avallable for asslstance to children
from broken homes,

Other agencies are also concerned with the family in
the preventive field. 1In this area agencies are at work for
the sole purpose of counselling families and potential family
membera in order that many of the difficulties which contri-
bute to family disorganization may be avoided. Such an
organization is the Assooiation for Pamily Living which was
organized in 1925, and incorporated in 1930, as a non-profit
organization under the laws of the state of Illinois. Prior
to its organization a growing interest in child study and
parent education had resulted in a number of independent
study groups being formed in the Chicago metropolitan area.
The orgsnization had its inception in a child study
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conference in 1925, Members of the various independent study
groups sponsored the conference. They secured the cooperation
of thirty agenocies and civic groups in making 1t a success.
Some 2,500 people from Chicago and from adjoining states
attended the conference, and its proceedings were published
by the University of Chicago Press. The interest generated
by this conference led to the union of the autonemous child
study groups in an association called "The Chicago
Assooiation for Child Study and Parent Education.”

For several years the activity of the sssociation uas
confined to the sponsorship of an annual conference, but in
1929 a qualified professional lecturer and group leader was
employed and additional study groups of Assoglation members
were formed. In the early 1530's requests began to come
without solicitation requesting leadership for mothers' clubs
and parent groups. In 1934 regular staff meetings were
established for the purpose of developing coordinated
educational policies. Shortly after the policy was adopted
whereby staff menbers, after a period of apprenticeship and
in-service training with the Azsociation, were placed on a
regular salary.

Requests for services now began to come from
orphanages, children's hospitals,; settlement houses, schools,
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recreational workers, social workers, parent-teacher
associations, and nurses. They wished further information
concerning family living, particularly with reference to a
batter understanding of normal family relationships. NMarital
adjustments, pre-marrisge edusation, boy-girl relationships,
and professional materials for other specialized workers
began to be popular. In 1937, with the approval of the
Counoil of Sccial Agencies of Chicage, now known as the
Welfare Council of Metropolitan Chiocago, a plan was devised
whereby group workers were made avalladble for individual
counseling through the Association., In 1939 two specially
trained part-time staff members were employed to do family
and marital counseling.

In 1951 the Association carries a record of twenty-six
yesrs of service. Today its services sre being widely
demanded and used by a great variety of agencies. Its
pamphlet service 1s used nation-wide and even by workers in
foreign countries. A falr statement would seem to be this:
that during the peried from 1925 to 1930 the Assoclation was
struggling to find its place in the Chiocago community; from
1930 to 1940 it was experimenting with the most acceptable
techniques and bullding its relstionships with other groups;
while from 1940 to the present it has been expanding to
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acoept leadership in the area in which it has established
itself.

This organization points with Justifiable pride to the
volume of work they have contributed to the fleld of the
family during the past year. A brief review of the availsble
statistics shows that service was given to about 1,700
parents groups during the past year and that, through this
medium alone, approximately 25,000 parents were bhenefited.
In addition to these meetings, youth groups, consisting of
8,315 young people were counselled concerning successful
family living. Advice was given to professional workers
dealing with the family, over 10,000 requests for literature
were filled, and 1,000 individuals were privately counselled
concerning marital difficulties and pre-marital adjustments.
This impressive volume of work being done in the field of
preventing families from dilsorganizing is avallable to all
child caring agencies and 1s anxious to be of assistance in
m;aiéins ehlldren from broken homes toward the creation of
more stable family experiences in the future.

While it is true that none of these services are
operating at the maximum efficiency whieh 1z hoped to be
achieved in the future, it is comforting to know that
standards of service and techniques are constantly being
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observed and improved. In the field of children's institu-
tions, as is true in related fields, countiess chegks are
made through the state departments of public welfare as well
as through W&m soeinl agencles organized for that
purposs,

In the Social Work Year Book of 1949 an article onm
Pamily Social wWork written by Frank J, Hertel indicates the
thoughtful study which family service agencies are giving
their own programs. "In order to define its function in
this general ares the Family Service Association of America
appointed a national Committee on Famlly Life REducstion
whigh was instructed to (a) define the nature and plasce of
family life education in the program of family service
agencies; (b) examine the content and objectives of ourrent
projects in family service agencies; (¢) consider the
relationship of such sctivities in the family field to those
in allied fields; (d) suggest what skills are required to
carry on a program of family 1life sducation in a family
service agency; and (e) suggest to family agencies certain
guldes and principles essential to development of a sound
program of family life sducation.?

2g001a1 Work Year Book 1949, Russell Sage Foundation,
page 195
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'rm;emmmdmbtummmcm«u'
facing all institutions serving children regarding the contri-
bution they ocan make directly or through other agencies
toward the creation of stable families, both now and in the
future. The need for service is almost overwhelming, the
contribution already being made by children's institutions is
indisputably eignificant, but the opportunities for helping
children and parents in the future is so exoiting and so
ensouraging that institutions may face the future confident
that their enthusiasm is grounded in s realistic hope.
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