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CHAFIER 1

HISTCRY OF TiE SOCIETY OF ST, VINCERT DE PAUL
IN RACINE, WISCOESIN

The erganization of the Rsoine Particular Council of the Socisty of
St. Vincent de Paul in 1934 marked a milestone in the development of the
Socleby's work in the Archdiocese of Hilwavkee, Wisconsin., St, Peter's
Conference, the original parish conference in iilwaukee, was formed

Docember 24, 1849, under the careful guidance of the Bishop of Milwaukee® and
formed a base on which was built the subseqguent history of the Soclety in
Milvaukes.. Conferences were formed in many of the perishes in the city and
the idea was carried to cutlyinmg parishes by pastors assigned to them, These
pastars worked patiently snd steadily to help their merbers develop the
Vinecentian spirit ss taught by thelr founder, Frederick Ozanam. The only
reward they sought was mnctiﬁmtian of thelr souls through good works in

the interests of the poor,
. The development of the Particular Couneil of Recine and of Madison
under the direetion of the Archbishop®® in 1934 initiated the orpanization of

®*  Moat Raverend John ¥artin Henni

1 Albert Paul Sehimberg, jumble Harvegk, Bruce Publishing Company,
Hilwaukee, Wisconsin, 1949

#%* Moot Reverond Samuel A. Striteh
1l
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{the Milwaukee frchdiocesan program, and on August 1, 1940, the Metropolitan
Fen‘tral Council of Wisconsin was formed. Previous to this time two parish
ponferences had been working quietly and unobtrusively in Racine, St. Joseph!s
bonference was formed on June 15, 1926, under the direction of the president
%ho hag served continuously for twenty-four years, and St. Mary's Conference
yas formed on N&vemer 14, 1915. In St. Mary's Conference, the ladies of
bharity of St. Vincent de Paul worked cooperatively with the conference, and,
Logether, they mde a definite contribution to the privately supported
pharity program of the city.

On May 6, 1934, the Racine Particular Council was formed with
bfficers® approved by the Archbishop. Within a few months parish conferences

ere organized in St. John, St, Rose, Sacred Heart, St. Patrick, St. Edward,
t. Stanislaus, and Holy Name parishes, making a total of nine conferences
g§ffiliated with the Particular Council. These early conferences worked
ﬁntiringly, relieving the physical needs of the poor in their parishes at a
}ire when the country was faced with a serious business recession. Stimulated
gnd guided by their Archbishop and his priests, the Vincentians strove to
#ispensé charity in a prudent manner, With the great increase in the volume
¢f work, and the recognition that many families cams to them with problems
tequiring case work services, the Vincentians, through the officers of the
Farticular Couneil, made plans to open an office under the direction of a

>

fanily case worker.

% Qfficers included: Rev. Anthony Erz, Spiritual Director; Lewis

. Quinn, President; William L. Bushell, Vice~President; John B, Kosterman,
ecretary; Matthew L, Keefe, Sr., Treasurer
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In September, 1934, the Haclne Comunity Chest admitted the
bt . Vincent de Paul Soclety as a member agency designated ag @ Catholic fardly
prelfare agencys hovever the Corrmnity Chest stated thet "nonwlatholics were
hot to be exeluded” .S £6,218.75 was supplied by the Racine Commnity Chest
rith which to secure an adequately equipped office and to hire a full time
amily ease w@fkar and & socretary. Through the cooperastion of 2 company
nterosted in the welfare program of the city, the Soclety received & suite of
vafices, rent free, for the first two years, The agenoy submitted & budpet
fequest for §7,015.00 for the year 1935#1936 and the Arehbishop's Emergency
Campaign of the Archdiocese eomtriluted $13,000,00 for & bullding and other
Brency neoda.
Early in 1935 a case worker was engaged to serve as the agenoy
precutive and to give case work services. Her duties were to be partly
pdministrative, and as a case worker, she was to assist the parish conforences

pith their families and to acoept direct applications for service. Appli-

ations wore studled cooporatively with conference prosidents and, through

his means, many familiocs were referred to the conferences: At the same tine

he parish conferences turned over to the office many fardlies in need of
ofessional service. Tius the work of the Central Office has meintained the
ndards required of apencies participating in the Cormunity Chest end

ving merberghip in the local Welfare Couneil. The office staff was ine

[ereased and in 1947 it included an evecutive, who was a case worker, a second

2 ¥inutez and Pinanelal Heports of Haeins Partleular Council
19341948 ' \
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fese vorker, a fegistrar, who served as intake worker, and a bookkeepor=-

tenographer, A caretaker divided his time between the office and the Thrift
Ihop since both projects shared the agency's tuilding. The Commamnity Chest
Incressed the anmual allotment to meet the agenoy's expanding program, amd in
:pl;’? the Chest grant ammumnted to 512,513.95.

The pavish conferences heve fimenced their own charitable activities
throngh donations of aotive members, benefactors, honorary members, "»oor box®
gollections, special parish collections, and the sale of religious repers,

Ihe Cati:olic Charities Council of the Milwaukee Arebdiocese has conmtributed
nmually tosmrd the support of the speeial works of the Society and, in 1947,

35,000,00 was received from this source. Other income ig derived from gifte
nd beguests which are often contriluted for some specific purpose, such ss,
qhild bhealth service, clothing, or Catholic high school scholarships.

The speeisl works of the Soeclety are developed and carried out by
geans of special committees. A Thrift Shop Commitiee has directed the opere
dtion of & resale shop, known ag a Thrift Shop. Through this source,
donferences and case workers are abls to supply at small cost cliothing and
Household furnishings to the familics under em.v An Institutional Visiting
Qommdttee of Vincentlans make weekly visits to the Racine County Institutione,
dooperating with the chaplains® appointed to give spiritual help to the
etients. Heligious literature in various langusges 1s supplied to the
Hatients of the County Home, County Hospital, and the Tuberculosis Sanatorium.

¥ Augustinian Fathers
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Bpecinlly cenat?:ucted altars and other needs mve bsen suprlied by the Socelety
for the celebration of Mass in these institutions, A lHew Conferonce Cormittes
has the responsibility of worlking toward the establishment of pardsheonfore
ences in all parishes of the Coundy. St,. Rita's Conference was formed in
1942 and was agerogeted by the Council General in 1949. The Central Office
aceepts for gorvice or relief familles fron Racine County who are referred by
thelr pastors or who make persoral applications for aesistance,

The program of the St. Vincent de Fmul Society in lacine was organe
ized in the belief that both volunteers and professionally trained workers are
needed to carry out a Catholic charity progrem. Together, they can serve the
needy efficlently and economically and, at the sanme time, these workers can,
through their service, strive toward eelf sanctification, On October 12,
1947, the loly Father, Pius XII, addressed by radio the ammual mesting of the
National Conference of Catholic Charitles and the Soclety of St. Vincent de
Paul which was assembled at llew Orleans, louisiana., He saids

Brothers of 5t. Vincent de Paul and all apostles of Cathollic Charie
ties: TYours ic a sublime vocation, When thet great exemplar of
Christian Charity, Frederick Ozanam, ©irst lasunched his conferences,
his purpose was to demonstrate that the teachings of Christ are still
workable in the present. The Soclety of St, Vincent de Paunl was the
echallenge of Caotholie youth to the race of men itlat had rrown skeptie
eal of men being able any longer to live their lives aceording to the
vrineiplee of the Gospel. Though you be only laymen of the werld,
aceost thie great invalid and while you hring bread to nourish its
body and strive porscmally to provide for its varied needs, lile good
Sararitane, bend low, gently probe its wounds and pour into then the
oil of Christ's allevieting messapge. Whisper into ears, long sinne

perhbape dead to priestly coumsel, words of encourspenment, hope and
ponceo, and the example of your Christellke love will insten the day
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when the %mbi%erefi vietin of sorrow or of failure and injustice will
return to those whom God hzs constituted puardians and physicians of
souls.

’Lhus the Viecar of Christ counselled the volunteers who bave traditionnlly been
bhe buillders of orpanized private charity, He counselled also the professioml
Torkara, who seeing Christ in the poor, have, through study and training,
hrepared themselves to be specismlists in the field, Working eooperatively,
chh ona can help the other to relieve the distress of others and to vreach his
wn ultimete destiny.

Vincentiang in Racire have mde e definite comtribution t- the
yelfare program of the eity during the past thirteen yemrs, Many children hawe
had the benefit of parochisl school training through their encouwragement and
h‘immial help., $41,223,78 was exponded by them in their work with famildes
Whoze problems were chisfly firancisl, They have served as counssellors to
feny young men who were umeble to seoure counsel and guldance from their

nts. The aged and chronically 411l have welcomed the Vincentian visitors

nd Indrede of bomes have been mde move comfortable and habitable through
heir sssistance, Perish confarences expended §3,196.33, and the Centrel

£120 and Particular Council ammimas tota)i@d $19,382.77 during 1947.

rthernore, in keeping with the traditional religilous program of the Society,
he parish conferences have piven spiritual counsel under the direction of
heir parish clergy, and the case workers have been guided by the Spiritual
Director of the Particular Council in their offort to aseist their clients
fpoward spiritusl development,

3 The Holy Father's Message, Pracmdima of the 33rd Natiomsl
Conferonce of Catholie Clarities at Hew Orleans, October, 1947
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'rm;- studry is concorned with an analyasis of the cases which have
had eervice or relief from the Central Office staff of the Soclety in Racine,
The cases studied inciude only thoes applicents who were served through the
case vork division of the Soelety and on ezch of the 185 cases there s &
lease record on file to substantiate the dats talulated. There were twenty
four personsg 'b.a whon the agency loaned or rented hosnital beds or wheel
chaire, These spplicants neither requested nor recelved any other serviece.
There are no case records of these applicents, therefore they were omitted
from this study.
The yoar 1947 was selected for study becsuse it was the first norml
vear since the orpanization of the Racine office. BSines 1934 the staff mad
ploneered in & nev commnity embracing en industrial city of 70,000 people,
most of whom earn their living through employment in industry, Therefore,
nything like the depression of the 1930's, which interferes with employmemt
or production is reflected 1mmediately in the worker's pay check, 0n the
other hand the war production program drew inte the factories lamdreds of
mothers and -reat numbers of young people attending high school, Thiz moant
that 16 many instances home supervision was relaxed and, although day cave
services protocted the small ehildren of working mothers, teen agers who were
wage earners were expossd tr wneual dangers. By January, 1947, the popue
lation had swung booh o normal living habits and the service men were home
with their familics, War wages nud widyspread employment of school children
had ended and the period was nore conducive to heslthy family living.

The year 1947 also rarked ¢ vear of normal operation in the
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Ste Vincent déﬁ?aul offies, Fron post exporience it has been found that a
staff of two case workers, a registrar, and o bookkeeper-stenographer can
adequately serve the menmbers of the thirteon Cathiolle parishes of the eity and
give neocded service to the outlying perishes of Hueline County. In 1947 the
gtaff included these four employses., The foocus of this study is to lsarm
labout the persons who came to the Scedety's offiece during 1947, to define the
picblema whieh caused them to seok help,and the services which they received,
This analysis of rrobleme and services includes data on the number of families
jand umatteched persmms whe received material assistance, other serviees, or
both rellef and service,
Historiecal data were secwwed from the minmutes of the meetings of the
Rrency end from staff rormbers whe have heen in the of fice since its orgonie
stion, OStatistisal dats were obtained by listing the familiss active in
bhnnary, 1947, and breaking down the distrilution of applications aceording to
jnonths 4 Case recorde were then read and the indentifying informetion and
rvices were recorded on 1ndividu&l schedules® prepared for this popose.
E:ndings were later tabulated and presented in tables ineluded in thiz report.
The tugnty-four persons to whon hospital beds or wheel cheirs wers loaned or
nted are not included in the data tahulated. Therefors only 185 cases were
botually studied., From thie study it may be possible to point up the sreas of
nead and to help the ageney improve its community service in the future,

>

# See Schedule in Appendix
4, Statistical Feports of the Racine Partioulsr Couneil - 1947




CHAPTER IX
ARALYSIS OF GASES ACTIVE IN 1947

The cases active with the apgency during 1947 vere studied both from
the stan&point'of ageney function, and to secure pertinent information about
the applicants themselves,

An spalysis of the applications received shows that, of the 185
lapplications, 66 were new to the agensy, 56 were carried over frém the pre=
vious year, and 63 of the cases hod been knam previously and were reopened
during the year 1947. The aprlicants were all members of the white race,

65 per cent were born in Wisconsin and 38 per cent indicated Hacine as their
birthplace, About 10 per cent had come to Hacine from nearby ststes and

6 por cent were from more distant parts of the United States, Fifteen birthe
places were unknown and 19 persong were foreign born with Polish born pree
derdnating in this group. |

Other informotion abeut the cases sotive in 1947 is presenmted under
four mjor divisions: (1) referral source, (2) distribution by nmonth of opene
ings and elosinps, (3) the disposition of the case, Table I shows the

distritution according to the source of referral.
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- TARLE I

DISTRIBUTION OF 185 APCLICATIONS ACCORDING T0 SUURCE (F REFERRAL

Souree of referral Rumber of referrals
Court 14
Publie Health Nurse 20
Other Apencies 21
Doctors, lawyers, Zmployers FAl
Church ' 72
Personal 45
Total 185

Ageording to Table I, 70 por cent of the referrals came from three

sourcest personal, church, and doctors, lawyers and amplpyers, with a
minimgz of nurericel difference among the three., Forsomal applications care
about as & result of the arplicant's knowledpe of the apency and of the
services which it was prepared to give., Referrals from the Church came
through the pastor, the parish conference, or the paroehial sehool, and
included cases of marital confliet, of disturbed family relationships, of
truancy, and of finaneisl need., The peraons roferred by doctors, lawyers,
and employers irmlwké& a mmber of unmarried mothers for eonfinerent plans,
alocholics roferred by their employers fef treatment, and families in need of




cther special ;emica.

The remaining 30 per cent of the referrals came from three
additioma) sources and in ereller numbers, Agencles referred cases requiring
services they wvere not able to give, The district attorney, the clerk of
minicipal court, and the juvenile probation officer referred marital cases
and cases of pésmntal neglect of children, which had been brought to thelr
attention but did not fall within thelr function., The publie healith nurses,
serving the parochial schools, referred cases of medieal care which the
parents, because of marginal incemes, were umable to provide.

The analysis of cases included inforration as to the distribution
by month of openings and elosings. This information 1s presented in Table 11,




TABLE 11

DISTRIBUTICE OF 185 APPLICATIONS MADE T0 THE S50CI-TY DURIBG THE 12 MONTHS
OF 1947 ACCURDING TU MONTH AND THE CLOSINGS OF 1947 ACCO:DING TO MONTH

PO 00 D A OO OIS SO

Honth Openings Closings
Januery ' 16 6
February 4 g
Mareh 12 8
April 10 7
May 19 8
June | 2 12
July 4 10
Avgust 10 7
September ‘ ’ 8 12
October | 15 12
November , 5 - 17
*  December 10 17
Totals 185 122

The ageney carriod over &0 active cases from 1946, " According to

tabulated data, appliications during January were high in 1947. This is not

unuguel since in that month meny induetrial plants have a two-week layoff i‘aﬁ
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inventory. »Abﬂmrt 50 per cent of the applications necoccitated material
assistance and in 33 1/3 per cent there were health probleme requiring medical]
or hospital care. One unmarried mother applied for confinement plans, and
one aged Catholic person, who died in the County lHome, was turied through the
arrangements mede by the Soclety. After light intake in February, applicaw
tions of & gg;enéml mture increased umtil in Moy the intake reached the highe
est point, me third of the applicstions were referred by school faeulty
mombers because of truancy, pregnaney, or health problems requiring treatment
during the summer, Ths remeinder Inecluded marital cases, aged persons
requiring institutional care, and porsons in need of emergency nedical or
hosplial treatment. Intake incressed in October ze a result of the anmal
health survey by the publie health nurses of children sttending parochial
sshools, This trend is apparent each yoar. Decomber applications are llikoe
wige high each ysar heeause of the gpecial roferrals at Christmas time,

There seems to be no gpeeial reason governing the munmber of closing
each month, although it has b@n noted that closings are usually higher tow
the end of the year. This is probably & result of short comtacts with pers
referred at Christmes, and the completion of medicel or dental treatment of
the ehildren referred in Septerber and October., In June, 1947, closings were
higher than in preceding months beeause a number of dependent children living
in a nonwCatholie institution had been zssisted with transportation amd
school lunches while attending a parochiel sechool. This service was comploted
with the close of the school term.

In addition to inforrmmtion on sources of referral, monthly distri-




i
vution of appldpations and closings, the dispesition of cases, according to
four possible categories, was alee includod in the study. These data are
shown in Table III .,

T4BIE 11T

DICIRIBUTION (F 185 APPLICGATICNE ACCORDING TO
DISPOSITION BY THE AGENCY

a8 45t o e e AR 1A 0T A A ML SN 5 e AR . TSN Nt S . B0 3010 T UG 5 VI L A o AN S ORGS0 5013 1 . WSS P A1 A oAl e AP A AN P S 0700

Disposition Bumber of Cases

Aceepted | 124

Accopted and Keferred to Conferences

12

Acoopted and Referred to Agencies 30
or Other Persons 7

12

Clozed or Rejected

Total 185

Of the 135 epplications received in 1947, 12 were closed or rejectedd
Two cases were elosed because the fardlies moved from the eity., Ten cases
were rejected for the follaring remsons: Five were active with other agem:iea,,
three were rejected hoecause the agoney was not prepared to give the service
requested, another case was rejectod because the child needed institutional

care, and in one case the child who needed service dled shortly after referrald
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Another twelmfapp}.ic:ations y whieh ineluded requests for household fumia%:ingaq
assletance with parochial school expenses, and visits to aped persons, were
referred to parish conferences,

Under the agreement between the Socelety and the Commmnity Chest, the
S5t. Vinecent de Faul office glives only tersporary financial assistance to meet
some specisl néed, or to thoss persong who are ineligible for public assiste
ence, Irequently the ageney noets emsrgent neads before referring a famdly
for public assistonce, Thirty cases were sorved temporarily by the apency
before they were acecepted by the public welfare departrerts for some form of
public essistance, Other referrals included: fowr to pastors, two te the
court, and onc to an attornay, The reraining 124 applications wore accepted
by the ageney for continued service. In addition to the 185 cases studiled,
24 personsy loened or rented siek room equipment. These figures indicate that
of the total 209 applications filed with the agency, 197 or 94 per cent

received sore service.




o THE APPLICANTS SERVED

From a review of the cage records, it was posgible to securs the
identifying data and the backpround of the peramms served. The religious
affilistion vas predominantly Eomsn Catholie, but of the 170 persons reporte
ing thelr affiliation with parishes, only 100 could be ecnsidered practical
Catholics. The remining seventy pﬁr'e:ms were either "fallen away" or vere
lex mombers, ITwelve épgnlieams wore non-Catholie and three applicants did
not indicate thelr relizious affilistion.

-‘The soeial m?wita}. status of the peraong included in the study
group is of importance because of the fact that the apgency is a distinctly
Catholic family welfare agenecy. Such inforrotion, therefore, has been
tabulated in Table IV to show the socisl status of each applicant,




TABLE IV

DISTRIBUTION ACCOIDING TG SQOIAL LYATUS OF APPLICANTS

Status Humber of applicants
Child 1
Widower R
Separated VA
Widow 20
Divorced 23
Single 26
Harried 99

Over 50 per cent of the applications were fron married couples,

About ecne-third were family groups in which one parent was out of the home as
a result of death, divorece, or separation, Twentyesix single persons, or
approximtely 14 per cent, were accepted for service. This group included
seven vnmarried mothers, eight aped persona living in county institutions and
the remaining applicants were single persons llving alone or with relatives
or friends.

Since the‘ prosence of parents in the homs iz 4important to the nwmi
functioning of the fanmily, the etudy had 4inclnded a tabulation of the living




and decsaced. p&’mts. This inform-tion 4o eham in Table V,
TABLE V

DISTRIBUTION A8 TO THE LIVING PARENTS IUCLUDED IN 185 APFLICATIONS

W

Faront Hurmber , Parent Hupbor
Father Living 139 Mother Living 157
Father Dead 9 Mother Dead 22
Unknown , 7 Unlmown 6
Total 185 Total 185

4 study of the family composition dlscloses that 75 per cent of the

fanilies were complete with both father and mother living. In 39, or 21 per
cont, of the applications the father was dead, and 19 widoved mothers were
being assisted with ADC grants. A few of the wothers maintained their housow
holds either through their earnings, or through the contributions of employed
children, ar through Scclal Security Survivor's benafits., Included in the
applications were 39 In vhich the father was deceacod, 22 in which the mother
wag deceased, 11 aped porsonsz receiving 0ld Ape /esistance, and & persons
living in eounty institutions. )

The size of the family is an important item in studying the problems

| of families living in an industrial sres where fathera, regardless of their
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reapmibniti;s y work forty hours o week at an hourly wage., Therefore, thls
study ineludes 4n Table VI information as to the size of families known to
the agency.

TABLE VI
nmmimxms ACCORDING TO SIZE OF FAMILIES (F 185 APPLICANTS
Funber of children Humber of familiecs Total children
1 25 25
2 38 7%
3 26 78
4 21 84
5 19 95
6 ~ ’ 10 &0
7 2 14
8 2 16
' 9 ) 0
10 2 2
11 1 11
Hone 31
Unkmaun 8 ’
Totals 185 - 479
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T@blfgﬁ VI shows that there were 479 children born into the families
which were asgisted, Of 185 applications, there were 27 single persons and 5
of thege were unmarried mothers, Two divorced vomen gave birth to children
out of wedlock, Therefore 158 applicante were studied to determine the nurmber
of ci:ildren in these homes, I{ was impossible to sscure this informetion from
g applicants, and 31 applicants, ineclyuding 20 single perscns, were without
children, Therefore in 147 femilies, there were 479 childven, The largest
mumber of families had 1, 2, or 3 ehildren, and only 4 families had no
children,

Seventy~eight per cent of the families hed no outeiders living in
their homes, In 14 per cent of the homes relatives were present, and of the
remeining & per cent, ome-half of ths applicants were living in institutions.
Therefore, only 4 per cent of the family proupe included friends or roomers.

Sines the housing shortsge in industrial aress has given rise to
problems in the family, it is important to understand the living arrengerents
of these families, Table VII shows the types of homes oeceupied by the
families studied.

.
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TABLE VII
DISTRIBUTION ACCOHDING TO THE LIVING ARRANGEMERTS OF THE 185 APFLICANTS

Type of home Humbey

Soerding Home 4
Institutions 8
Trailer 8
Relatives 8
Rented Home ig
Room 22
Apartment 55
Home Ouned 62
Total o 185

Although housing has been inadequate in Raeine for about ten years

only 1‘6 of the 185 applicanis were foreced to mle use of government trallers
and relatives! homes to meet thelr need in 1947. A review of the case
records showrs that existing problems made it difficult for these families to
find desirable homes, Thres were limited by racinl restriotions, and 2
farilies were considered undesirable because of the exvessive »ﬁrinking and
irregular employment of the fathers. One of these fanmilies with eight

children was living in one roon until the apeney assisted them in securing a
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governmont t.m‘iler regerved for service ren and their families. Another
woman with three 1ittle girls suffered & nervous collapee following her
divorce when the family was boarding with a tavern keeper's family. The
ageney arranged for the mother to enter a sanitarium for treaiscnt; placed
the children in temporary foster homes and, with the help of relatives,
arranged for ﬁhe rental of a home in & government project in preparation for
the mother's return to her family,

Relatives! homes were also ussd for the temporary shelter of &
familiea, About cne-half of this group mede use of such an arrangerent bow
cause of the 1llness or incepacitation of a parent. OUne divorced mother was
evicted with her three children because of the neglect of ber home. In this
cage rolatives proposed asalisting the farily in order to give the chiliren
better training. Others in the study group who were living with relatives
acoepted the plan as a temporary shelter, establishing themgselves elsowhere
in & short time,

Those in boarding 'hmms were predoninantly aged persons without
relatives who cculd care for theme Three families, Lroken by marital cone
flict y boarded until more perranent living arrangements could be worked out.
The inestlitutional ;roup was mde up largely of aped perscons living in county
institutions or in private homés for the aged. Some of these wers maintained
through public funds, and others, through their lepal grdians, reimbursed
the institutions for their beard and mintenance. One hundred thirty five
families were living in falrly adequate homes or apartmonts, and one-third of

the fanily proups awnod their homes or were buying them on monthly installe
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ments. Single” persons were living in roome, boarding hores, or in instde
tutions for the aped.
In addition to living arcangemonits, the occupation and economic
status of the persons in the study group were considered. The ocoupations
are clagsified according to the information contained in the agency records,

and the distribution is shown in Table VIII.

TABLE VIIX

DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOXMENT GF 185 APPLICANTS

Type of Humber of Type of Number of
employzent employees employment enmployees
Architect 2 Cook
City Employee 2 Housework
Railroad Company 2. Salesmen
Taxi Cab Driver 2 | Office Hork 18
Barber 2 Factory Work - 91
Jatitor 3 Unemployed L2
Iaborer 2 Others 6
Total 16 Total 16

D L T S S A SN S S A RO

A review of the cass records of the 185 pargcons shosed that 42

persong, about 22 per cent, wera mwwloyad and unemployable, This group

! -
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included widmgd motheors of srmll children, incapacitated persons, aped
persons, and those spplicants who were living In county institutions. The
elasgification "others” includes a painter whose family was foreed to seek
help beeause of the father's excessive drinking, and cul-ofestate garbler who
wished to adopt a Catholie child in Wisconsin, an alooholic plumber, & Gise
|avled voteran ﬁha worked part time in.z laundry, a bakery saleszen, and an
ount-of-state contractor who lad been injured in an aceldent and noceded
transportation to hig home community. The two architects were also transients
who had heen without employment and therefore requested assistance with l:tv:l.ﬁg
expenses and transportation to jobs that Imd been offered to them.

There were 22 persons vhose employment wasg unskilled work whioch paid
ja wapge inadequate to meel the needs that arose in their homes, Fortyenine per
cent of the applicants were esmployed in factories, One-half of this muwber
were office workers or skilled workers who earned adequate salaries. 7Ten per
cent of the persons served were employed in other offices in the city, end

21 per cent were saleosmen in ﬁtoraa. These employees received adequate
salaries end thelr families were mct’ troubled with finsneisl problems. The
complete breakdown of applications according to economie status ic shom in
Table IX.




TABLE IX

DISTRIDUTION OF 185 AFFLICATIUNS ACCCGHDING TO THE
BOGHMMIC STATUS OF THE APPLICANT

Clagsification Rumber of apoplicants Pereentage
Dependent 42 22.1%
Adequate 63 34
Marginal 80 433
Totals | 185 100%

In the classification of applicants included in Table IX, the terms,

Dependent, Adequate, and Marginal, have been used in this study to indieste
the ability to provide fmnilz.f neode without financlal asssistance, The
dependent group includes those who were mintained through some form of publig
assistance, tle marginal group required only a small amount of financlel help
to meel a terporary emergency, and the &ﬁaqtmm'alamiﬂcatim inclvded those
perasong and families who were able to adequately provide, umassisted, the
total noeds of thelr families,

In this table 22.7 per cent of the persons served were economically
dependent. These are the unemployed persons listed in Table VIII, Only 34
por cent had incomes adequete to meet their living needs and unanticipated
expenses which arose in their hcasahnlda.‘ Another 43.3 per cent of the
applicanta had merginal incomes necessitating financial sesistance with
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unplamned ﬁam’i_ﬁa, such as, mediecal, dentel or surgical care, homersler

service, or tultion in a school for exceptioml children.
PROBLEMS PRESENTED

In this analysis, the ocases active in 1947 were also studied ss to
the problems presented by the applicants. Table X gives the distribution and
froqueney of all problems evident to the worker during the time the case was
served, The frequencies represent a duplicated count in that seversl problemd

mey have cccurred in a warlety of eombinations in any one family.

TARIE X

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROBLEMS PHESENTED BY 185 ArrLICANTS

Protlems Frequency Problems Frecueney
Alecholien 7 Housing 21
Durials 3 Lindted Intellipence Q
ﬁek}avim 45 ' Marital ceni‘}.:’wt. 35
Child Negleet 18 Heligious Negleot 34
Digplaced Person 1 Speelal Training 17
Finaneial Dependency 105 Unemnloyment 18
Hoalth or landiocap 88 Unmarried Mother 7

Home Manapement 14
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Table X indicates the mjor problems as stated by the epplicants,

however in meny of the applications thore was a mlbtiplieity of problems.

For example, one family referred by the Juvenile Court because of repeated
complainte of e¢hild negleet wae found to bave in its grmp a lszy, deaf,
domineering father who seemed unable to support his family, a feeble minded
mother who was unawaro of her ehildren's needs, and sgix young, untrained
ehildren who tested the patience of the neighbors, the teachers, and the
pastor, The homo was filthy, and the children were ostracized becaure of
their uncleanliness and objecticnable behavior., The family was strioct in the
practice of their religion, however, and throvgh their loyaliy to the Church
and to their pastor, the Catholic apeney gained thelr cooperation, Assisted
by the gervices of a visiting homemaking tescher, the apgenoy was able to
improve the living standards in the home, to arrange for the eommitront of a
feeble mdnded som to a Catholic school for retarded children, to provide
speeial speseh instruction f¢r ancther child, snd to help the fardly gain
seoeptance in the comramity. | Although the cape was accepted during 1942, the
service was contimious through 1947 and into the following year.

. In snother case, the se}:wél requ@st@& that & home be visited becausq
of the truancy of & smll boy. In this fardly there was a financially dise
tressed ﬁmtiaalia mother attermpting to reet the nweds of her three children
with no assistence from the lmshand she had divorced without the sanction of
the Chureh. One of the boys was involved with other boys in petty thievery
and ancther gon dominated the smaller hoy who refused to attend school.

Through the evoperative efforte of the cage worksr, the tescher, and the
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guidance clinic;, it was possible to relieve the problems in this home.

The largest classification, finaneial dependency, included eleven
short term contacts with families who were in need of household furnishings
only, or with children referred by the school murse for short term health
care., In 88 applications poor health or physical handicap wes present and
arrangenents wére made with the family for its treatment or corrsction.
Ceceasionally the family shared the expemse of the treatment., The ageney
shared with a number of young men and women the expense of training in a
Catholic high school and arranged for two children to have training and care
in a private school for the mentally retarded. A homemaking teacher gave
service in nine homes of families where the mother was of limited intelli-
gence.,

Acecording to Table X religious neglect, marital conflict, child
neglect, and behavior problems of adults and children represented the greatest
frequency. These were often present in a single family. In one family in
which there was constent discérd , the parents néver attend to their religious
duties nor did they give their children any religious training. The home was
poorly‘cared for, the children were dirty and malnourished, the mother spent
her husband's pay for childish pleasures, and the parents mistreated each
other and their children. Through home visits and the service of the home-
maker, an effort was made to correct these conditions and to help the parents
to a more mature understanding of their duties as parenis.

Although the St. Vincent de Paul Society is primarily a service
agency, it includes in its famlly services some rellef giving on an emergent

basis or to meet some special need. Hwwever, the agency recognizinJg the
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esponsibility '&f the government welfare agencies for supplying basic maine
tenance relief, controlled its cun relief policies in a way to avold undere
Lmining, the concept and reality of public sssistance ag a genersl commnity
Freblam.

Table XI shows the distribution of 185 applications according to the

ﬁy;wa of moterial assistance given by the agoncy.

TABLE XI

DISTRIBUTION OF 185 APPLICATIONS ACCURDING TC MATERIAL ASSISTANCE GIVEN

Type »f rellef Humber of applications
Burials 3
Food, Clothing, and Fuel , 39
Hospitalization 6
Household ?umishing:;s 2
Medical, Dental, and Surpgieal 30
) Hoving Coste 1’
ilent 1
Tuition &
Transportetion 5
Ho felief 80

Total ‘ 185
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A ‘:m?éy of the applications aceording to the mterial assistance
ovided shors that, of the 185 applications, 105 or 56.8 por cent received
aome form of emergency relief on & subsidy basis,
It has alwaye been the poliey of the apeney to cooperate in proe
viding murial for Catholic indipent porsons living in the county institutions,
meim‘ County a;asumﬁ the expense of burial of its legal residents. Burial

space 1s provided by the Catholie Cemetery dssoelation, If the deceased is
ot a resident of the county and relstives cannot be located, it sometires

comes hecessury for the agency 1o agsume the complete hurial cost., The
Catholie chaplain, appointed by the Avehbishop to serve the county instie
Jtutimal patients, arranges for the Requien Mass to celebrated irn his parish
klureh 47 the deceased person had no parish connection.

Haterlal aselistance ig most often rrovided in the form of hoalth

services or emergency food, fuel, or clothing for families faced with soms
rumwual sitvuation, Gcmsiomlly when the father of a large family Lecame i1l
pnd could not work, the family was 4in need until sick benofits were received,
%r until the family was accepted for public asslstance. A few apged persons
Tecaivingg the mxdourm 013 Ape fssistance cranted by the state were given
pprergoney orderes of food, fuel, or clothing, A limited mumber of transient
Fm applied at the apenoy's office for clothing aince the Thrift Shop was
&aramrm& to offer clothing or a small amount of ¢ash reldef to those persons
vho were willing and able to work for 1t. Thirs shop, a resale store ocoupying
ft%m lower floor of the 5t. Vincent de Feul Sceiety's btullding, eollects

Jonations of used furniture and clothing,  The cage workers draw on this steek

ﬂ ) )
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Eor thelr Mlg;w and the balance of the rerchandise is sold to the public at
Wnamiml cogt, According to Table XI, twelve families were aseisted with
household Purnishings from this source,

The Seclety, in its case wark division, as well as its parish
lconferencos, has striven constantly to help Caotheolie children secure Catholie
leducation in the grades and in high school. Lach ysar the office asgsists,
usually on a sharing basis, a mmber of young people who wish to attend tho
Catholic hizh school, Assistance with tultion was also given to & small
mamber of children of linited memtality who were referred to 2 nearby Catholie
schocl for exceptiomal ehildren,® During 1947, eight children of fanmilies

knoun to the office stoff had asslstance with achoel expenses.
SUrMARY

The analysis of cases active in 1947 shaved that the majority of
applicatione were elthsr persenal or were from the Church, Doctors, lavyors,
and employers referred a sligﬁtly smaller sroup. Applications ran highest in
May, chiefly due to the problems of sechool ciilliren. Intake was also high in
Dacembdy and Jammry, which is inventory time in nost factories. Closings
were highest toward the end of the year. Only twelve applications were closed
or rejocted at intake because they were active with other aronclss o because

their request was not in keeping with the agoney's function,

® St. Coletts School for Bxeeptiomsl Children, Jefferson, Wisconsin
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The Survey also disclosed that over one~half of the applicants were
married eouples, and only four were without children. Most families had ome
to three ehildren. Father and mothers were living in 75 per cent of the
families, The rajority of the families ssrved lived alene in their own homes,
maintaining thenmselves chiefly through factory employment. Oneethird of the
lapplicants had 'aﬁaquate salaries, 22,7 per cent were economicelly dependent,
and 3.3 per cent required some fimeneial help. Although the agenoy
dispensos some mterial assistance, it 1s constantly aware that its function
as o Sotholie family apency is to presarve, protest and foster securs,
satiofying and bappy Catholice family life among ite fanmilies and their
individual membere, TFor this reason the folloving anelysis of the obher
services of itg casge work division is of Lrportance.




CHAPTER ITT
SPECIAL SERVIGES

Table X shows the probleme presented by 185 elients with some
1 ustrations cﬁ‘ the types of situeiionc covered. Table XI prosents the breals
down as to types of cases requiring financial assistance, In this chapter,
other types of family service will be illustrated by means of case summriss,
jvhich point up the problems presented by the applicants, and the special
services that were provided by the arency. Durinz 1947, the special services
provided to elients fell into six categoriest Sorvices to displaced personss
to the aged and chronically 1113 to children; to unmarried methere; counselling
services; homemaker services.

Late 4n 1947 the first displaced Catholle person came to Racine,

The office of the 5t, Vincenti.de Paul Soclety was notified by the Nationsl
Catholie Welfare Conference aé te the time of Ids arrival, The worker visited
the aponsor offerins the services of the ageney and surresting that the

Hoalth Department Clinics be utilized to cheek the beslth needs of the now
comer, This offer marked the beginning of & variety of services to the many
displaced persons who followed in lnter years. In this conmection, the apency

lalso assumed responeibility for aselisting Mexdean aprieultural workers sent to

Racing County caeh summer, Arrangerents were mde with their é@}qggm to

. T ("“" toos
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make 4t pomibfe for them to attend religlous services on Sunday, and nearby
parighes made them welecome in their parishes. One pagtor arranged for special
gsermons and ingtructions in Spanish, and, as a result, was adble to validate
some marrisges and baptize many children of these families,

Athough the Ingtitutional Visiting Commitiee viaited ratients each
Sunday in the émunty hospital, the howe for the aged, and the tubereulosis
sanstorium, the case workers worked closely with the institutional etaffe in
meating the sppoial needs of meny patients, Among these specianl noeds were
those of a father, who had held two factory jobs simxltaneously in an effort
to purchase & hore, Twenty five hundred dollars had been scowmlated, and the
couple wag ahout to buy a home, The father collapeed at work and was ordered
to the sanstorium when his condition was diegnosed ag tuberculosia, He
resisted institutionmal treatment, and the sgeney was requested by the parish
priest to scoept the family for service. Tho worker visited the wife who was
enmotionally upset over her husband's illnees and his rewoval from the home,
She appreciated that his aanﬁ:!.:maﬁ pragence might result in the infection of
other merbers of the famlly, At the same time, she feared the burden of
resporiadbility for the care of her family, and Ezh@ weg concernad about being
evieted, since the family had already notified the landlord of their intention
to vacate his apartrent 48 soon os a pending resl estete transfer was comm
rleted. Furthermore, she expescted that the department of public assistance
would require her to exhaust her suvings before relief would %e provided.

The case worker shoted sympathetic understanding of tiw mother's
problems and sugrested that, together, they roview the situntion with the
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diractor of {he pension department, who also supervised the granting of Social

Security iids, The director ves kind to the mother and permitted her tc file
an application for aid, With her permission, he offered to check with the
family's attorney the legal phases of the real sstate purchase, and to discuss
the entire situation with the Stote Departient of Fublie Assistance, The
mother, in her insecurity, considered withholding information and required
guidance in presenting sctusl informmtion. Che feared that she would be une
able to exziain the ADC program to her exmcting husband, The worker, theree
fore, arranged with the pension director and her msband an interview to dige
cugs the recormendations of the state departwent., In this way, the incapacie
tated father was able to partieipate in planning for the purchase of a home
and for the malntenance of his femily.

Although an adequate grant maintained the family during the year
the husband was under treatment, the Soclety's case worker contimied to give

service to the patient and to his wife, She was a liajecn between the patient,)
his family, anl the agency mintaining the family. This service relieved the
patient of the anxlety that was eggravated by his wife, who visited him
frequently, burdening him with every minor f‘amiy problem. He recognized his
wife's dependency, and he often requested the worker to assist her in dige
cussing the speecisl needs with the worker of the publie agenocy. She was most
reluctant to request modical cere and hospitalization when her baby was born,
Both the father and mother trueted the Society's worker, therefore, she was
able to help them meet ihie and other probleme with less fear and insecurity.

Gradually, Mr, S, propressed under the treatment and within a year he was able

| |




36
to return to his fenily.

Othor pationte under troatment in this instlitution, in the county's
home for the aped and chronically 111, in the county mental hoaspitel, and in
private homes for the aged wers included in the ageney's services to olionts.
Their needs were varied and were met on sn individualized basis. Frequently,
the aasiﬁtamcelaf the Catholic chaplain of the institution wes solicited in
mattors with which the priest alone was qualifisd to deal., Through the
chaplain services of the county home and sanatorium, the Catholic patients
were able to hear Mass and receive the Sscramsnts regularly. Psychiatric
help wae utilized in & few cames where the patient's condition or her family's
problenms called for such knowledpe and skill, Aged persons, having custodiasl
ocare in either the publicly or the privately oporated homes, freguently were
financially able to pay for their care, In a few instanees a merdian of the
property was appointed by the court, ond he sometimes solicited the cooporatim|
of the ageney's workers in arranging shopping trips or vigits to relatives
and friends,

Child welfare sotivities of the apency were limited to those with
childrbn living in the homes of tielr parents. This included service to
neglected children, speeial training, health care, and service to children
with behavior problems, The Commmity Guidance Cliniec accepted ten children
referred by the apency in 1947. In these cases the sgenoy contimied to work
with the family in an effort to secure its cooperation in the treatrent plan
of the elinie, In one case, involving two mentally limited parents with six

children, the juvenile authorities solicited the assistance of the St. Vincent
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rJe Poul worker ’{chen one of the children was reported for mmving stolen meney,

bnd for setting fire to a building, This child was of limited intelligence,
Lmd he hnd hed inadequate and inconsistent training at homs. Through the
pooperation of the Guldance Clinie, the parents were helped to recognize their
mm:.ity to properly care for this ehild at home, and they petitioned the
Juvenile Court Ifm* the boy's compitment to & gpeedsl school for retarded
[ehildren, The ccvrl agssomed the statutory allowance for his care and the

athor eontributed the balance of the fee requested by the school, When this
Eoy vas removed and a homemking tescher vas assigned to the home, there was a
al improvement in the care of the other children and in their adjustzent

E:haol. Other services to children included the arrangement for four
hildren living 4in 2 local nom-Catholic orphanage to attend parochial school,
nds were provided for transportation, school lunches and sehool axpenses,
pnd during the swmmer months several children were provided with camping fees
in Catholie cars,
The third category of speeial services to cliemts was the service to
prnmerried mothers, Seven unmarried mothers wore sccepted for local service

receding and following the birth of their babies. The Catholic mternity
ome of the archdiocese ig located in Milwaukee, where Catholie Soclal Welfare
o1, a Oatholie ldeensed ohild placing apency, is established. lMaternity
blans for Catholie unmarried mothers of Racine sre routed through this office,
The S5t, Vinecent de Paul worker assisted the pirl until she was sccepted into
jthe maternity home and upon her return to Raeine if that were necessary. ne

of those girls, who eame in the eseventh mombh of pregnancy, was the daughter
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of & fanily 'bh;, agengy had previocusly assisted, when the fether's excessive
drinking end nenesupport of his fanily caused serious hardship to his wife and
c¢hildren, In her anxiety, this pglrl wished to marry & nowly sequired boy
friend who sympathized with her. Ohe distressed her parents by going about
froely dimcussing her eondition, and she seered to enjoy their shame, The
workor fwus%& her attention on helping the girl to aceept the inmediate
need for protection and care in & maternity home, Following the baby's birth,
the mother accepted case work help in arranging for her baby's adoption and
for her roturn home., ©She eventually mrried the young man who had previcusly
offered to mrry hey,

Another unmarried mother was a very atiractive, wellemannered
eollege girl, who was very anxious to mrry the allepged father, Such a
marrisge was not posgible in the Claurch because of his previous *anlid mrrisge
to & Catholie woman from whom bhe had been divorced because of her unfaithfule
nesg, The worker bad several interviewa with the girl and with bher mother,
who believed that the man should be ferced to marry her daughter. The
wishod only to pay all sxrenses and thus to discharge his rosponsibility to
the girl. He admitied paternity, aond offered to moke comtrilmtions to the
agency to meet the lying-in costs nnd the care of the baby until ite sdoption.
The girl becawe very bitter toward hinm and was an unhappy member of the group
in the maternity heme, The 5t. Vincent de Faul worker, in cooperation with
the worker of the Cptholle Soecial Welfmre Pureau, visited her frequently,

arranging outings for her. On these viasite, it was possible to lhelp tho girl




[pecent the fact that the alleged father did not wish to carry out their
parlier plan of mrriage. She needed a great amovnt of suppertive help during
her prermancy end follesing the baby's birth, She terminated her rarental
richte after learning that the young man had mrried another girl, and within
Lx year, this client was married in her parieh chureh. Three of the mothers
ere older wm@n, two of them having been rurried and divoreed from Catholie
shands. In each case there were problems of adjustment, and a laxity in
religious practios. In all of these cases strictest observance was glven to
[the comfidentiality of their disclosures.

Counselling services included in the ease work program of the ageney
pere provided to many persons who were atiempting to eoscape reality by resorie
ing to truency, sickness, or the use of aleohol, Others who cane for guldance
included some with relipgions needs, and many murried persons whose marriaeges
prere precarious, Seven aleoholics were also among the epplicants that came

to the agency for counselling service. Those referred by their employers,
hinder threat of losa of p@s.ition, came to the agency prepared to do something
jabout their problem. In these cazes, the company suspended the employee until
such time that the worker was a&ble to recommend his return to work, The
lalecholies drank for various reasonss Some drank as an escape {row undesirable
jrome oonditions, some were in meed of medical care, and others started ce pay
[doy celsbration, gradvally finding it impossible to carry on without thds
pupport. Three of this group, upon being barred from thelr homes, voluntarily
entered state mental hospitals for ireatment of the disease. One elderly
%.vmmn, who was well konown to the pollce bhecause of her drinking, made &
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spectacular chgnge when the worker helped her to secure employment in a local
hospital under the supervision of a tolerant supervisor. Each alcoholic had
neglected his religious duties for a long time; therefore the worker attempted
to help each client develop a desire to return to the practice of his religion,
Not all cases respomicd to the service given, and at the close of the yesar,
two patients died following heart attacks, and two husbands were still drinke
ing periodically.

Thirty-five couples with marital problems were helped to a better
understanding of Catholic marriage and of what is implied in their marriage
vows, One of the cases whilch came to the agency in 1947, through 2 report
service of the Divoree Counsel, involved a young Catholic couple with one
fehild, In clearing the pending divorce action with the pastor of this couple,
lthe agency was asked to visit the home to investigate the cmuse of the cone
Fiict, and, i1f possible, to help the young wife realize that, as a Catholic
wife, she was not free to institute a civil action without first discussing
khe mtter with her pastor. The young couple lived in the second floor
kpartment of a duplex which they had bought cooperatively with the wife's
parentg. The parents occupied the lower flat and although they had not
jnvested more than the young people, they considered themselves the principal
bwners in the partinership.

The young wife had been an indulged child, and she had never bad an
ppportunity, even after her}marriage, to emancipate herself from the control
¢f her mother who da@inated everyone, nor had she learned to care for the

¥ell being of cthers in an adull sense. The young lusband, who had been
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froun to the a’éancy ag & c¢hild, had groun up in a very unsatisfactory home
1th an aleoholie father and a mother who had worked to provide for her
ehildren, This young man had entered marriape with a strong determimtion to
provide & good home for his wife and family. In bis eapesrness to accomplish
thies objective, he lad granted his spoiled wife every concelivable wish. Her
home was well fmiahad and she received his entire pay check each week,
giving him only a few dollare for cctual expenses. They had few social
contacts and their only form of recreation was to attend an cceaslonal movie,
(When their daughter was borm, even this outing was sacrificed. Ihe wife
devoted her entire day to the care of her child and home, and to visiting with
her mother. Frequently, the meals she preparsd for her bustend were very
inadecuste for a factory worksri however lo A2id not dare to displease her by
referring to his mutritional needs. In spite of his precaution, his wife
found an opportunity to order him out of the home, and che then charged him

with desertion.

The mother-inelaw met the worker at the door and objseted to her
visit. When informed that the pastor had sent an important messape to her
daughter, she nnde & later appaintmém for the worker to return, The wife
wag interviewed privately, the worker exploring with her the important eventes
praceding the separation. In justice, the wife erumerated not only her
husbend's undesirable qualities, but also zome weye in which she had been
unfair with him, She finelly agresd to consult her pastor, who helped her to
appreciate the indissolubility of marriape. The hushband cooperated with the
worker in bringing cbout s reconciliation before the case was scheduled for
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ering. becaufie of the interfering relatives, it was nocessary for the couple

o move to a new location and the husband required help in taking over his

gightful position ss the head of the home befare the young eoupls was able to
dstablish the home on a sound basis.

In another ease a public health nurse referred a young college

| Jrained couple to the agency for mrrisge counselling. The wife, who was
gonsidering a divoree, complained that her hmsband pursued other women. She

anted tho worker to ™alk to him," and she arranged the appointment. Ihe
sband, who bad embraced the Catholic faith at the time of their marriage in
qn arny camp, believed he had tried to provide o happy and comfortabtle home
for his wife and their two small children., His wife felt ashamed tlet he wes
pappy in his work as a shoe salesman, and, through her jealousy and mistrust,
bhe fregquently injured him in her violent rages., Al the age of two, the

¢ldest ehild was digplaving hebavior which indieated his insecurity and fear.
'he husbend offered cooperation, and he recorponded that the worker arrvange
Por regulnr weelkly interviews with the wife, GOhe trusted the worker, and she
adually unfolded the story of hor amn unsatisfactory childhood and gained
ome understanding of the effect it iwd had on her attitudes toward her s

band and marrizge. The wife's mother was interviewed several times when she
Fisited the family, and she was helped to understand her daughter's attitude
yYhich vas coloring her feeling toward her imsband. The husband cane to the

hrency office for three interviews during the year for interpretation of his
Yife's behavior end for guidance in his relationship with her, His final

brpointnent was to request worker's advice regarding a transfor to another
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city where he wollld have greater cpportunities for advancement in bis work.
The worker was present at the home when he discuseed the matter with his wife,
and sho helped thenm explore the advantapges of the trensfer, They seemed nare
united and trueting than they had been early in the year, and both felt
eonfident that they had become nmors adequate parents due to the service which
wag given to t‘ném. :

Homemaking service of a teaching nature was provided to slxteen
fardlles during 1947. In each of these homes, the mother lacked the abdlity
to properly care for hor children without supervision. The homemaker followed
a achadule and progranm of activity prepared with the ease workers serving
these fanilies, and there are frequent conferences beitween homemeker and cose
worker to discuss the needs of the familiee and to plan methods of mooting
these needs, DBudgeting of the income, meal planning, shopping help, and all
other home dutles were included in this teaching project, which was valuable
in strengthening family life.

SUMMARY

¢ Fordly servico must meet 2 great wariety of problems and frequently
gives multiplicity of services, In a previcus cmse summary, it hee been
pointed out that early ohildhood itreining and exporiences affect the attitudes
which young people carry imto mrriage. The security of marriege cen be
threatened by sther causes also. Finanecial dependency aver a prelonged perioed
may become a sericus factor in preeipitating a breakdowmn in family life. In
twolve families with marginal incomss buagﬁting service pave the necessery
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ruldance to mvef‘%.he farmilies from aceepting relilef which wae objectionalle
fto them, In others, it was found that medlcal ssslstance accaepted on &
Feimbursamnt basis met an emerpyent nsed and prevented the parents from
[developing feelings of inadequacy and fallure. This presentation glves an
joverall picture of the duties of a privete famlly welfare agency in an
industrisl campunity of 70,000 population. Although the fumction of the
[pgency was dotormined by the objectives of the organization snd the area of
[service designated to it, it was necessary for the board and staff to remaln
flexible in order that the services met the needs of the community that
supporte it, Time and effort were devoted to interpretation of the agency's
services and to the development of good publiec relations, Through close
cooperation with other community resources, clients were able to secure
adequate service without expensive duplication of effert, Aceording to
Table X, 18 per cent of the applicants were neglectful of relipglous dutios;
therefore the case workers attpmpted to integrate religlious counselling with
other services to those c&ienté. In this connection, Father Doyle states in
his article, "Techniques Used in the Spiritual Developrent of Clients,”
bhat ¢

Having understeod his clisnt's problem and having interpreted the
problem within proper limitetions, the Catholic worker, if he is

to mke a real contribution to the spirituwel development of the

cldent, muist glve to him something more than advice and diroction,

He muat give hin sormething of himeelf, He mmst mke him thoroughly
understand that the Chureh ie vitally inteorested in him, whatever

my be hic condition, however yperverse or degraded he my be. le

mist further sake hin uvnderstand that he 1 still loved by the One

who died that he might live., The social worker must be to the
elient the prophet of a new and better hope. lie mist succeed in

|
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establishing a rapport that will effect not only a breaking dam of
21l spiritusl resistance, but an ngendering of confidence in hime
golf and in his abdlity to meet end solve his problems,

5 FRev, ¥. J. Doyle, "Techniques Used in the Spiritusl Dovelopment
of Clients,” Cathollc Charitles faview, May, 1939




SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In presenting a study of the progran of the St. Vincent de Paul
Soclety in Raclne, it has been necessury to review the history of the organie
sation in fiaeine and to describe the prograu it les undertaken as e membor
apency of the Racine Commnity Cheet .d The Central (Office was set up to give
cage work services to Catlolic families of Racine and to assist in the
directlon of the services of the wvolunteer lay renmbers of the parish confere
ences., |

The analysis of applications was concentrated on the cases which
Tmm sorved by the case work division of tlie propram., Identifying informetion
secured {rom the case records included such items as, referral source, Jates
of opening and closing, status of the case and its dieposition, The stoe
tisties obtained showed that, of the 209 perscns served during the year 1947,
2/, applicationa wers mqussté solely for tho rental or loan of sick room
equipment, Therefore, these applications vere not included in the cases
studied, 155 applications were studied as to ths mtwre r;i‘ applications, the
peopla‘ coming to the agenoy, and as to the services the agency wag prepared
to give.

The largest mumber of applications were personal reguests as a
result of the epplicant's knowledge of the ageney's program. ;m Claareh
through its pastors, school tsachers, and parish organizations referred the
Waacmﬂ largest group, and socisl agencies referred & comparable rumber of

4
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persons. To the ageney these referrals by the Church an? other agencies

indicated &n approval of the ageney's services and a cooperative attitude
anong the agencies. v

he study of the tims of the openings ard closings of case indilcated
that the greatest mumber of applicationeg were received during the month of May
and the smallost mmber came to the agenoy in February, a itrend that has been
noticeable in other years. Closings were preatest in mumber in December oz a
result of short terr contact with sope families at Christmas time. In
January, intake is usually high 68 & result of industrial tronds In the city,
and there are very fow closings,

Few cages have baeen refused or rejected and, in each such case,
refuenl was baged on o real factor, much asg, the residence of the applicant,
a request for service not within the agency's function, or the fact thaﬁ
another agency was actively serving the famdly. Study of the applications
received sometimes disclozed 2 noed for contimued financial help. These
applicants were piven 5.nkmrpréwtieﬂ of the agency's function, and they
accepted referral to public apencics for edequate yeintenance., One hundred
twenty-four cases were accepted by the apency for contimied service.

A ttudy of the persons coxdng to the ageney, thelr religious
affilistion, their family composition, their homes and thelr employment end
income brought interesting resmlts. The applicants vere predoninantly
Catholic rarried persons, a situation which should exist in a Caticlic fanily
wolfare apenty. Seventy=-five per cent of the families were ecoplete familics

with beth a father and a wother, and in 147 feniliews there were 479 children
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Twith i gr@at;at munbor of homes having one, two, or thres chiliren. Only
four fondly proups had no children,

(ne-third of the aspplicants had adequate incomes and ware home
omers, no hnlred thirty-five fardlies were living in fmirly edequate
hemes. e largest mumber of applications came from the mirgimal incope
group, and 32.’? por cent were dependent, This explains the renson 105 aprlie
cants received gome forn of {inancinl help from the ageney, as well se
services., A consistent effort has been made to avold beconing a "relief
ageney," although physicel needs are recognized and lei‘tan correcited in the
plan of sarvice offered to & client, Fineneial help has been predominanily
in the form of food, fuel, or cloliing, or medical serviees.

In addition to financisl needs, meny family groups wers faced with
other orablems requiring case work services. The mjority of those services
fell into tlw following categeriess Services to fandlies, to children, to
unmerried mothers, and to the aped and chreonically 111, Hursing cerc and hove-
meker services were utilized whenever the fanily could not properly care for
thelr homes and ehildren umsaslisted, Tlrough the guldance of the Spiritual
Dirgetor, and the cooperstion of the various pastors, the csse workers were

assisted in their service to persons with religlous problems,
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AFPFERDIX

Sehedule

IDESTIFVING INFORMATION

Scurce of ﬁei‘arra],) Nate Opened Date Closed__ .
Hene

“tatus of Case) Uld Social Status of Applicant
) Reapplication

Place of Birth Father Living ... Hother Living

Zize of Family, Uthers in Household

Reldgious Arfiliation Religious Statusg

Ocoupation of Wage Zarmer (or Farners)

Beononmde Status Living Arrsngemnts

THE PROBLEMS AS OF 1947

THE SERVICES PROVIDED
Materinl Assistance

Gthar Servicns

THE DISPOSITION OF THE CASE
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