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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Purpose:t The purpose of this study is temnimﬂuwrds'mdwm
of Saint Vinsent De Paul in reference to one of the concepts of contemporary
|social work, "acceptance.*

It will be noted as this study unfolds that Saint Vincent had no
ready body of knowledge to draw upon, or a set pattern of regulations by which
to be gulded, yet his work stands as one of the most important contributions
jmade by anyene in the entire history of Social Work. The motive for his socisl
enterprises was the supernatural virtue of Charity, and his inspiration was
Jesus Christ, the Cod-man.

Since acoeptance of the individual person is such a necessary and
besic principle of modern day social work, it would seem that effective social
work in any era would prise it equally as high., Is it found so in the social
work of Saint Vincent l'e Paul? This is the question that this study is attempt
ing to answer,

Scope: This study will be introduced with a brief historical and
biographical sketoh of Saint Vincent De Paul, The purpose is to provide a
background for a better undsrptanding of the man and his social work sctivities
A resume’ of the social conditions with which Vincent was faced will also be
incorporated into this study.
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The chapter on acoeptance will constitute the body of this study.
An examination of the prinoipls has been made and this paper will present
areas in vhich Vinoent was active.

Method: The method used in this study was primarily an acadesic
form of astudy, Some primary source material and much seoondary sourcs material)
was gathered and yead, From thess various writings, information was gathered
for presentation in this peper.

Scurcess Material utilieed in this paper were primary and secondary
souraes which inoluded biographies, phamphlets and psricdicals. The sources
are listed in the Bibliography.

Plan of Presentation: The plan of pressntation is ss followsj the
mﬁmumuahmcmmswvhtahmtuwm?&amdm
setting in which Vinoent functioned and was active, There is & chapter devot-
.dwmmipxcefmmwmuurmﬁmmmmm
of Vinoent De Paul, mmmmm'nmthanmtmumuma
‘essary base for the suooessful applicstion of Charity is shown in this chapter
The study closes with a conclusion which attempts to bring together the impor-
tant peints presented in the body of the paper, '




CHAPTER IX
AN HISTORICAL SKETCH OF SAIRT VINCENT DE PAUL

St. Vineent De Paul, the Father of the Foor, was born about the
year 1580 4in the 1ittle village of Pouy in the provinse of Casceny, France,
He died on the 27th of September 1660, at the age of eighty, Since 1328 Pouy
has been officially named 5¢, Vinocent De Paul in henor of the saint, The
village of Pouy at the time of 3¢, Vincent oconeisted of abont fifty squat
thatched houses. In one of these dwellings the De Paul yamily resided and
greovw up,

There is little information available conserning 3t, Vineent's par-
ents, aside from the faot that they were poor, simple and plous pessants whose
main interests wers their six children and their farm, Vincent was ths third
born of the six children, Historians have said that the particle "de® in the
fanily name is no indication of nobility,

During his early and formative years, Vinoent was entrusted with the
care of his father's flooks. He was a consoientious and esrious young wan,
His parents recogniced in their son an interest in the scclesiastical state,
and to Shis end they offered hinm their assistance, At the age of twelve
Vinosut was placed in the care of the Franciscsn fathers at the College of Duk.]
He remained at the scacemy for four years where the main ascademic interest was
the atudy of grammar and latin.




b
The following are the dates of Vincent's ecclesiastical lij!‘m
I*In 1598 he was ordained subdeacon by the Biu!mp of Tarbes; in 1599 he obtained
gimissorial letters for the priesthood from the Bishop of Dak, and had himself
dained priest by Francois de Bourdeilles, Bishop of menm, Chateat-l'evew
ue on 23rd September 1600."! Today the ordination of & priest is ususlly not
ormed at suoh an early age, However, thres hundred yesrs ago early ordina-
ion was one of the practices that begset the Church, Vincent began his eccle~
{estical life by teaching and presching at the University of Teulouvse, “He |
eived the degree of Bachelor of Sacred mmm from the University of
oulouse, which entitled him to & chair in the University with faculties to ex-
plain and teach the Second Book of Sentences of Pater Lowbard,’2 It has also

been reperted that he received the licentiste in Canon Law, but there is no
fecord of his ever having been accorded this honor,
For about seventeen years, Vinoent was the cure’ of the village of
Chatillon, This may be referred to as the begimning of his charitable organize
htions, The following is a veference made by St. Vincent in later years in a
ronference to the Daughters of Charity regerding the care of the poor:
Whilst I was living in g 1little town nesr Lyons, to which God had called
me to be parish priest, one Sunday, when I was vesting to say Holy Mass,
- I was told that, in an isolated houss, & quarter of a league sway, every-
body was 111 wmwmmmtemmotthummdmmm
assistance to the others and sll were in an inexpressionable state of

poverty and indigence, This news touched me to the heart, I did not fail
to commend affectionately the charity of the congregation in the course of

1 Monsignor Jean calvst, St. ¥Vincent D¢ Paul, Trenslated by Lancelot
¢+ Shepperd, New York, 1951, 19,

' 2 Reverend Cyprian W, Emanuel, O.F.M,, The Charities of St. Vinoent
P P‘\ﬂ.@ Ghiaaga, 1923’ 1,
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the sermon and Ood touching the hearts of those who heard me, moved them
with compassion for those poor afflicted people. After dinner a meeting
was held in the house of a good young lady of the towm to see what help
could be given them, and everyone present felt disposed to pay them &
visit to console them with words and to help to the best of their powers,
After Vespers, I took along with me a citizen of the town, we went to-
gether for a walk to visit these psople, We overtook on the road some
ladies who had get out before us and a little further on, we met some
others who were returning home, As it was sumer and the weather was
very hot these good ladies were sitting on the side of the rosd to rest
and refresh themselves, To sum up, my davghters, there were so many 01'
them, you would have said it was a regular procession. On my arrival, I
visited them to see how to provide for their needs. These poor people
were well cared for and supplied for a few days but what would happen to
them a week or so later? I proposed to all these good ladies who had
been animated by Charity to visit those poor people that they should club
together to make soup and provide other supplies and nseds and give them
cars, each on hgr own day, and not only for them, but for all who might
afterward coms.

This episode in the 1life of St. Vincent is thought to be the beginning of his
charitable works of mercy. From this seemingly unplanned and uneventful occure
ance in the life of a simple parish priest, many great and noble works of merey
were to evolve,

_ The actual scope of Vincent's works was enormous and farflung. They
encompassed many areas, The following is only a listing of some of the areas
that 3t. Vincent was interested in and in which he was active.

One of the largest areas was the care of the poor, sick and the in-
sane, He established what is now known as the visiting nurses, and to this
end the Ladles of the Parishes, the Daughters of Charity, and the Priests of
the Mission and the Sick were organized, They visited the sick in their homes
and assisted them in both spiritual matters and physical care, These individ-

Spiri Gonforencea of 8t, Vincent De Paul, Translated by
Joseph Leona.ra ﬁ:ﬁ Westminister, 1952, .
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uals were to possess grest insight and tendernsss in working with the sick.
m:mwmmmimt&ao!muwmmamammam
Mquhﬂmmymwm,MMﬂdmmumm
intrusion into thelr private lives by these good peopls. St. Vinceut belteved
that spiritusl services ss well as physical care should be rendered to the
olok. |

Ve should not indeed be doing enough for God and ouwr neighbor if we supe

plied the sick poor only with nowmdshment and medicine and if we did not

assist them, according to God's designs, with the spiritul services we

owe them, ¥*hen you serve the poor in this way, you are true Daughters

m@:&by, that is to say, Taughters of Cod, and you are imitating Jesus

Fospital nursing was an important adjummoct to the activity of the
care of the sick, The hospitals of the time were sometimes only hospitals in
mnm.utheyudamm‘mmrwmdloammdmmm
than & resting place, m.vmmmmmnmmmmm
bringing about meny needed reforms in the oare of the sick.

He was eminently interested in children and in their welfsre, Todsy
if & label were given to his work it would be Child Welfare work or services,
maMmﬁmaﬁmmmmmmm,nmwmmm
of Prance were enduring, There was great poverty throughout Prance at thst
time due 0 numerous wars and battles for power that had weakened her both
economioally and spirituslly, Along with poverty there was prevalent the soe
oompanying evils of disease, morsl breskdown, and other signs of unrest that
chaotic conditions bring, Vincent set out to remady scme of these bad situa-

tions in the only wey he knew, That way was in working with the people who

L Tvid., 55.
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vere involved, both of the ruling class and of the ruled, As mentioned earlier)
children had an especisl domain in the hear of Vingent, He had been kmown to
weep over the plight of some of the children he came into contast with,

8t. Vincent 4id not undertake the care of the foundlings as a constituent
part of a preconceived program of social relief, He was led into it,
under God, by an accidental ccourance, While returning to Paris one
evening he dstected a begger in the ast of mutilating an infant, He
rescued it and brought it to La Couche,5
Foundlings whish were brought to La Couche were hu&y neglected and mﬁtréatplr
vhen S5t. Vincent learned of this deplorable state of affairs, he resolved to
effect a betterment, "He and the Ladles of Charity rented a house near the
Gate of Saint-Victor. They felt financially capsble of earing for only twelve
of the tcundlinga."é Others were transferred from La Couche fram time to time
as the means of the Ladies permitted,
Vincent established schools and centers for the industrial training
of the older child,
Tedustrial training was & logical phase of 5t. Vincent's practical progras
for relief, . , + He had his charges learn to keep themsslves busy from
thelr earliest years not for the sake of any material profit that might
ssorue from their work but that they might be reared from the beginning
in an atmosphere of honest work, And when they were of competent age,
they wers apprentices in some trade suitable to their age.!
To further his work in industrial training, Vincent secured funds from the
mors weslthy patrons who were known to him and were in agreement with his pro-

gm'KohdmmrulngsmmunmmfwhuWMmu

5 Emanuel, The Charities of St., Vinsent De Paul, 199,
6. Inid,, 201.
7 Idvid., 230-23)
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he folt it was what God wanted him o do,

Bqually as important s tesk was his work with individuals who had
besn impriscned, Using the tern, 5pwium,' as it ia known today is a gross
misnomer. Prisoners were placed in chains and kept in a dungeon-like stmoapherp,
Little rescognition was given to either their spiritual or temporal welfare une
t11l1l St. Vinoent beceme active in their behalf,

8t. Vineent pramoted the spiritual welfare of the convicts vhenever poge-
sidble, , . » Viocent had missions conducted on the various galleys. The
firat of its kind was given to the conviots assembled at Bordeswr in 1623,
He obtained the assistance of & number of religicus of the city, two of
whom he assigned to sach galley, They worked with enthusiasm end success
disposing the criminals to reconcile themselves with God and to
thedr penalties with patience and in satisfaotion for their sins,
A somewbat more humane attitude towards the prisoners was exhibited by the
officials of the prisons, and the wndit;m graduslly improved. Vincent also
effeoted a change in the minds of the officials in regards to the spiritual
welfare of the men, aamsmmmmmmmmm»met
their faith., Some of Vinoent's co-workers also carried out this program in
other prisons. Today, almoat every large Jail or penitsntiary has on its staff]
& prison chaplain to of fer advice and guldance to the men placed behind bars.
The present day programs are an outgrowth of what Vincent and his followers
started over three hundred years ago.

Vincent's work did not stop with the adult offender, however. He

was interssted in promoting progrsms in which juvenile offenders could benefit,

Again his organising genius came to the fore vhen he originsted a variety of

8 Ibid., 2L1.
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schools especially adapted to the needs of the youth of his day. Shecial
protective services were also within the scope of his work, He knew that
merely to tauke a person off the strests was no gusrantee he would not return
o his pervious mammer of acting. "One category from among the unfortunate
prisoners, the delinquent children, Vincent reserved to himself and cbtained
permission to gather them together in & special building at Saint-Lasare which
he made into a reformatory.,"’ Under Vincent's care, the wayward youths lesrn-
ed to lead useful and virtuous lives. |

8t. Vincent's method of treating these delinquents ran along three lines:
R, e L e s e,
mauy of those youths who had spant some time at Salntelasare wers found
in every walk of 1ife, leading honorable and virtuous lives,l0
xnkmttmmmmwhmumm Vincent
was kesnly interested in mitigating this vice and its ovil effects. He was
direotly connscted with two institutions laboring to regain these unfortunates
from their sinful 1ives. He also did much to protect innocent girls from the
snares of the world and the malice of men., Vincent established homes where
women and children in danger of entering & sinful 1life could live and work in
a healthy enviromment, In this way they could have recourse to a more shel-
tered type of existence, and perhaps be spared from a degrading life of sin,
A necensary aspect of this endeavor was that employment would be sought for

9 Calvet, 3t, Vineent De Paul, 163,
10 Beanuel, The Charities of St. Vinceut De Paul, 2L7.
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the women and children residing in the howes. They wers ususlly placed in
nomes doing some type of servant duty or were sent to the country to help out
on farms, It is reported many of thesme women later helped in soms of his
churitable works,

Too mueh cannot be written sbout St, Vincent's astivities in reduo-
ing poverty through the giving of relief, lHe actually gave three types of
relief or assistance. Une was the giving of money to a family to be used in
the everyday purchase of necessary iteme to sustain life., Another form of
roelief was the giving of relief in kind, This meant that the families wers
given material relief which was ussd to help them over a difficult periocd,
1.:;. food for the family, feed for farm animals, some implements and animals
for a farm, Clothing was alsc a large item in the type of conorete assistanced
The third type of ronet given by 5t, Vincent was goods of a spiritual nature,
He knew and preached that if only temporal relief were given, the entire pure
pose of charity was defested. The mere giving of material things did not, in
the eyes of 5t, Vinocent, accomplish the purpese of Charity, which i3 to pro-
vide for spiritusl end temporal welfare,

An attempt has besn meds to sketoh the 1ife and activities of Sb.
Vincent. Ho played an outetending role in the development of soaial work
activities, and the modern world is still benefiting from his work, Today,
in many of the countries of the world the Sooclsty of St, Vincent De Paul cone
tinues to do the work he started. The Priests of the Congregation of the
Mission, founded by St. Vincent, operate seminaries, universities, high schools
and acadenies, They are following in the footsteps of their illustrious founds
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er in trying to help others achieve for themsslves a better life, 'The Daugh~
ters of Charity, & world wide organisation of religious women, are today
operating a vast network of schools, orphansges, day nurseries, settlement
houses, and other sctivities which entail the giving of the solf, They have
as their idesl, the Patron Saint of Organised Charity, Saint Vincent De Paul,




CHAPTER IIX

THE USE QF ACCEPTANCE IN THE WORDS AND WORKS OF
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

In this chapter an attempt will be made to identify the prineiple
of acceptance as it is used in casework practice today, and was used in the
welfare activities of 3aint Vinéant De Paul, »

In contemporary social casework, acceptance is recognised as one of
the most important and basic of all the principles used, Two contemporary

definitions of the principle of acceptance will now be discussad, It appears
that both have adherence and indorsement by a great number of presentday
practioing social workers. Cordon Hamilton in her book Pheory and Practice in

Social Casework states:

Interviewing skill rests on a fundamental professional attitude called
"asceptance.” This means acceptance of the other person as he is-ein
vhatever sitnation, no matter how unplessant or wncongenial to the inter-
viewer, with whatever behavior, aggressiveness, hostility, dependenay,

or lack of frankness he may manifest. This attitude can come only from
respect for people and a genuine desire to help anyone who is in need or
in trouble, It is translated through courtesy, patience, willingness to
listen, and not being oritical or disapproving of whatever the oclient may
complain of, request, or reveal about himself.l

In the above definition the worker is instructed to be possaasiﬁg of a genuine

1 Gordon Hamilton, Theory and Practice in Social Casework, Second
Edition, New York, 1951, 52. o

12
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reapect for people, vwhich is an excellent motive, It is certainly true that
without this genuine respect for people, the in'antico of social work would
lose a great deal. Hamilton does not give any indication where this respect
for the person is to originate or spring from. This definition is an excel-
lent one, as far as it does, However, it seems to be lacking the one vitszl
olement in that it does not take into consideration a Suprems Being or a
Creator, M worth and dignity must be based upon something more lasting
than the shifting emotions that are human feelings., With that in mind the
following definition by Reverend Felix P, Blestek is offered, Pather Blestek
states:

Acgeptance 1s the recognition by the caseworker of the innate dignity,
ultimate destiny, hwman equality, basic rights and needs of the client,
regardless of his individual qualities arising from heredity, environment,
behavior, or any other source, Acoeptance, however, doss not necessarily
mean an approval of the olient's behavior, attitudes, or standards, Ac-
ceptance includes ihough‘b and feeling elements, and iz expressed in the
manner of service,*
The definition that Father Biestek presents is much more like the sotusl work
in whish St, Vincent was engaged. Vincent, with the press of a2 great many de-
talls, 414 not overlock what may appear to be small and insignificant matters.
He was comsoliously aware that the people he was dealing vi.hh possessed many
great and noble attributes. He was never too oocupied to pay attention to the
smallest details,

Vincent De Paul was a man who was endowed with that greatest of God's

2 Raverend Felix P, Biestek, S.J., "An Analysis of the Casework Rela=-_
tionship," Social Casework, Volume YXXV, Number 2, February 1954, 60,
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gifts, personal sanctity, The supernatural sspect of life pomnto; his soul
and vas the driving forve that motivated his sotions and behavior., Father
feanuel in writing about Vincent said:

He was kind, affable, respectful and considerste towards all. In spite
of his many labors, he was ever dispossd to receive and listen to those
who oalled on him, whatever their mission, He received with equal stten-
tion. and affsbility the rich and the poor, the high and the lowly. If he
was in sny way partiasl, it was rather in favor of the lowly and the af.
flicted, HNis respect for the poor was almost a veneration. It wes a
respect so deeply founded on conviotion that, far from absting because of
his daily and familiar contact with poverty and misery, at times the most
squalid and repulsive, it incressed with years.)

In the abeve quotation the desp seated sonvietion which Vinsent had for his
fellow man was clesrly shown. He wnderstood with the knowledge of faith, and
all of his motives sprung from faith, In all of his actions he was aware of
the part that the supsroatural played. 7The following excerpt from Ansart's
book, The Spirit of St. Vincent Dg Paul is an exvellent portrayal of Vincent's
feoling regarding God and man,
Visosnt had no other snd than the Glory of God, To&tmhhmaw
desires, projects, enterprises, advice, counsels, exhortations, and the
spiritual and temporal aid that he gave his neighbor, His conduwot was in
all respects conformed to that of Jesus Christ, the Gospel was his ruls,
be carried it as a toreh in his hands to direct his steps. Two objects L
always oooupied him, his own sanctification, and the sanctification of his
neighbor, He began with his own and continued with that of his meighbor,
$ he knew that a minister of the Son of God is raised to produce
fralt, ‘
The Glory of God, the santification and salvation of his own soul and those of

his neighbor were of primary consern to this man whose entire life was conse~

3 Eeanuel, The Charities of St. Vinoent De Paul, 11i.

ls M, Andre-~Josech Ansart Spirit of Saint Vincent De Paul
New York, 1867, 103. » D % —
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crated and dedicated to the helping of Ms. Presented here is an {1lus-
tration showing how Vineent proceeded. Vincent made & distinotion in the care
and rellief of the awg and the poor, His fundamental distinotion was made
between the sblesbodied poor and the poor who were not abls to work. He them
further grouped the able-bodied into two groups; one group, the pretms.ml.
tramp and beggar, and the other whom :advmm econcmioal or political disturb-
ances had affected, He also grouped the impotent into two groups, ascording
to the degree of their dependancy. On group comprised the totally dependent _
such as children, the sick, crippled, and the decrepit., The other distinetion
made was with the group that was pn.rt.uuydiublad.s It wes necessary for
Vinoent to0 make this type of distinotion becauss of the many attempis made by
the unscrupulous to secure temporal relief. This Mmtmhhﬂw‘
tude regarding his feelings concerning the poor, "His respect for the poor
was, in fact, almost & veneration.,”® It was a respeot for man so deeply ene
trenched that it incressed in intensity rather than diminished because of his
constant contact with poverty and misery. It might be sasy to asswme that a
person aAlways faced with the social failures could become easily discoursged
and despondent, Vincent may have been in this position st ome time or another
It sast be remembered that Vincent was a man, and as such was influsnsed by
human smotions and feelings. The prevailing force thnt forbade him to lose
heart with the failures of society was the driving and compslling knowledge
that all humans have the same destiny and Creator. "'As long &s you did it to

5 fmanuel, The Charities of Saint Vincent De Paul, 119.
6 Ibid,, 20, |
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one of these my least bretheren, you did it t9 me,' was to Vincent not merely
an idle slogan or an empty figure of speech, or only a manner of expressing
himself, nor only a lofty ideal."! Vincent wanted to assist the least of
God's children and to scomehow make their lives more pleasing to Almighty God
and to themselves, This aim was the rallying force that prevented him from
losing faith in humanity. Following along this line of thinking, Vincent in
one of his ¢onferences to the Daughters of Charity said:

One of the acts of charity is to compassionate the sufferings of our
neighbor and to weep with him, becguse love gains for us an entrance into
the hearts of others. Moreover we are members one of another, members

of one mystic body of which Owr Lord is the head, But, has it ever been
heard of, even among animals, that one member of a body was insensible to

the suffering of another? For a much greater reason should the Bond of
common sympathy exist among men and especially among Christians,

This basic ides was repeated many times over in his working with the poor and
afflicted, He treated all with humility, love and tenderness, and by doing so

he was to assist both temporally and spiritually.
That the practice of acceptance was both widespread and farflmﬁg in
Vincentts work is found in the following passage.

In later years his active charity was as general and as universal as the
foundation on which it rested, the love of God. It was all embracing,

He consecrated his energies to the spiritual and moral amelieration of
the poor, ignorant people of the country. He encouraged and fostered the
establishment of clementary schools, As far as corporal relief, there
was no distress, no disease, that failed to strike a responaive chord in
his generous heart. Nelther nationality, nor creed, nor social rank and
status, formed a barrier to his charitable geal,?

7 Bmanuel, The Charities of St. Vincent De Paul, 20; Matthew, 2540,

8 Reverend J, B, Bomdignon, St. Vincent De Paul, St. Louls, 1925, .
Translated by Reverend Patrick A. ?1!::1&";7'; CX., 287, ’ ’

9 BEmanuel, The Charities of St. Vincent De Paul, 21,
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Hore it is seen that the basis for all charitable work is the love of God,
Regardless of the individualls station in 1life, Vincent would dispense relief
to all, ;
In the mt qmtiun, Vincent gives one of the simplest and M
d»ply profound statements on the entire qmtﬁm regarding acceptance, and
his feelings about the basis for it. St, Vincent saym:

. I ought not consider a poor peasant or a poor woman acsording to their
extarior not sccording to the degree of their intelligence, since very
often they scarosly have the figure or the intelligence of reasonable
personsj they are 3o ruds and earthy, But tuwn the medal and you will
see by the light of faith that the Son of God, who wished to be poor, is
repregented to us by the poor. . . O God, hmv delightful to behold the
Mﬂwamimmmaﬂdmdinmummuhiehhamw

has placed theml But if we regard them according to the sentiment of the

flesh and of the earthly mind they will appear contemptible,lO0

The following are maxims which Vincent originated, These were used in his cone
ferences to the Taughters of Charity, and also in his writings, addresses, and
discourses., They are indlcations of his own feelings and attitudes regarding
the respect which must be shown for all, Vincent wrote: "Give admonitions
with humility, meekness and forebearance, Such is the apirit of ouwr Lord,
without which a person does more harm than good,"ll Another example of his
complete asceptanse of the person is found in the following paragraph: "One
of the asts of Charity is to bear with one snother, in view of our own admir-
able wckmas and the need we have of being borns with by God, O admirable

forbearsacs of our Lord,"2 This is snother mupla of the use of acceptance

10 Inid,, 91,
11 Boudignon, 8t. Vincent De Paul, 223,
12 Ibid., 22,
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as formulated by Vinomut De Peul, He is asking that man bear with the faile
ings of the less !‘ar'hmu. ‘

Muoh of 8t, Vincent's work was carried out ia hospitals where he
formulated certain rules, regulations, and counsels that wers to be made a
part of the nurses' personal cods of acting towards the patient. Some of the
regulations Vincent set down for the nurses are:

Totreat their patients with compassion, kindness, cordiality, respect
and devotion, even the most troublesome as alsoc those toward whom they
feel pome repugnance, congidering that it is not so much to them as to
Jasus Christ that they render gervice, You ought to listen to their
1ittles complaints, he continues, as a good mother would do, for tﬁy look
upon you as their foster mothers, as persons sent to assist them,
In another of the conferences with the Daughters, Vincent proposed the follow-
| e i
After saluting the sick in a modeatly gay fashion, you should obtain an
ascomt of the present state of their ilinsss; after sympathising with
ther in thair sufferings and telling them that God has gsent you to serve
and oomfort them, as {ar as you are able, you should inquire into the
state of their souls. ,
In t«hhv megpt of the prinsiple, even the most repugnant are deserving of the
love and devotion of the staff, This attitude was again béud on the premise
that since all sre children of God, all are entitled to the very same treat~
ment as anyone could reasonably expect if plsced in a hospital setting. He
further encouraged the nurses to explain to the patients that their suffering
and pain could be used to advantage, The nurses were wrged o1

Tell them (patients) that they should sccept their sickness as coming

13 BEmanvel, The Charities of St. Vincent De Paul, 1L7.
1 Spiritual Oonferends of St. Vincent De Paul, 56.
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from the hand of UGod, for their own greater good and that, in His eternal
w,mmmmmmmmmummmmbmmm,m—u
often happens that when we are well we think only of labouring for the
1life of the body and take no pains about owr salvatlon, Aifter that, sug~
zutmyawumm;a ml ot of faith in all the artieles of our
metarcmtm!.ytawamlotﬁad eapscislly in re-
acosptance of their illness, Tesoh them that Uod sometimes
1nmwmmmrwowaimandwmimnym¢twdmm

W@yammmm. « » + To help you to be patient,
often ask gmmuﬁmmmmmum&mm
on your lips.

Thus he urged the patients to suffer their ills patiently, for it is felt that
the will of Cod is asting upon them, and even though they might not be able to
understand it, still, God in His infinite goodness and wisdom was allowing &
particulsr event to run its cowrse. It can only bs spsoulated how sucosasful
he was in presenting his objestives to all the individuals conoerned, All of
his reasoning goes back to a basic love and scceptance of man,
To another gronp, those who visited the poor sod siok in their own
homes,; he indicated a differsnt approsch, Vincent wanted it wnderstood thas
the workers should treat these particular individuals with the same deep re-
spect and love, as those eared for in the hospital, Among the rules he drew
up for those engaged in belping the sick in their homes, the following sre
founds
wwmmmmmmmagmmammmm
(tbe sick) refuse to take the remedies, still they shall be well on their
gward not to illtreat or alight thems on the contrary, they shall trest
then 14th respeot and humility, bearing in mind that the rudeness and the

contempt one shows them, as well as the service mdmhamMom
vondsrs them, are dirested to owr lLord Eimself,

1S Inid., 58-59.
16 Emsnusl, The Charitles of St. Vincent De Paul, 1L8,
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There was the danger that the patient might be malireated or slighted, & cone
dtion Vincent could not ascepts St. Vincent was strict in his instrustions
regarding thie matter, He always felt that "The poor are our lords and mes-
tera, 17 In discussing charity m§ 2ll involvea in the process, Kerby says:

St. Vincent was constant in his use of the phrase that the poor are our
masters, If the poor are our masters, thelr needs and not ouwr own tem-
persamsnt or preference becomes determining, Hence the full duties of
Charity toward them involve intelligent study, mtrd.?g of sympathy and
patisnce with the limitations which we cannot control.

Since souial workers and sll parsons engaged in helping others cannot effec-

tively eontrol the feelings, attitudes, and emotions of their clients, it be
hooves tham to accept the person and to restrain from making judgements conw

cerning their bshavior, BEvidence is available to show that St. Vincent adhered
to this principle whialehesrtedly, In the gonference of March 9, 1642, 8t.
Vinoent in addressing the Daughters saids

We are under an obligation o zerve and assist the poor as much as lies
in our power not only in quality of Christians snd by the bond of Charity
which requires us to do to our neighbor as we would wish to be by, -
but still more on soccomnt of our Vocation shich obligzes us to serve them
with willing heart, with kindness, meekness, humility and charity, for
the love of God, and to imitate as nearly as possible owr great model,
Jesus Christ; serving all equally with the greatest care, without excep-
tion of persons, and acoording to their particular necessities, To avold
being wearisome or amnoying to the poor and sick, we should speak but
1ittle and listen with interest and patience to all of their nseds and
oomplainta. You will be true servants of the poor ss long as you soquit
yourselves of the obligetion of attending to the spirituval as well as the
sorporal necessities of the poor, It is very important to understand
wall how to conduct yourselves when visiting the poor sick, because by
pnot knowing how to act and treat them you might be the cause of great
harm, . . . It is consoling to see a person will inmstructed in all that

17 Reverend Pierre Coste, C.M,, The Life and Works of St. Vinoent
De Paul, Translated by Joseph Leonmard, C.M., Westalnster, 1935, Voluss Y, 323,

18, Rev, William J, Kerby, Social Mission of Ghuitz, New York, ¥21, 88,
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congerns her dutiesy the poor sre also pleased and a better relationship
is formed between you and the poor, Bear with their little hwmors,
never get angry with them, nor spesk harahly to them, ah, they have
enough to suffer without thet, Never contradiot them except in what
would prove injurious to themy for in this case it would be aruel to
‘grant their request; weep with them in tf;j.r sufferings, for God has
established you to be their consolationm,

In another sonference Vincent repeats his feelings concerning neca;)t.aau and
mummmrmmquu.

Our Lord iz really with these sick persons and receives the servics which
you render them; therefore you must not only avoid all harshness and ime
patisnge, but you must likewise study to serve them with grest cordiality
and maskness, and sven those who are most sontrary and difficult to
please, In yourconservations with the poor, let it always be done with
hunility and meekness; it is a seed which produces fruli, whilgt with a
harsh and impatient spirit, you will not be able to do anything,

Another excellent desaription of Vincent's attributes is found in the writings
of Monsignor Calvet, In his boak St. Vincent De Paul, Calvet says:
‘He loved God in mankind; in doing so he fulfilled, like all good Chris-
tians, the primery precept of Christ, for Christ u the very substanes
of Gharlty, But he possessed & personal gift, the gift of humanity, It
" 48 diffiovlt, it must be confessed, to convince ourselves that the vilest
of men, sunk in viee and squalor, is really our brother, and it is diffie
sult ta love him with a natural movement of the heart and real tenderness.
Vincent had thst gift, He loved man, he loved the human countensnce; and
it appeared all the more beautiful to his eyes when wracked with sorrow,2b
Vincent lived by the truth that all were born equal in the eyes of God, though
some ware gifted with either more or less of the natural attributes. Vinsent |
turned his attention to those lacking in these attributes, This condition did

not detract from his complete acoeptance of all persons, Regardiess of the

19 BSpiritusl Conference of St. Vincent De Paul, 292-29k.
20 Ibvid., L2y,

21 Msgr. Jean Calvei, St. Vincent De Paul, Translsted by Lancelot
G, Sheppard, New York, 15L8, 2&5.
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MﬂM'u situation in 1ife, he was entitled to a full measure ;ﬁ‘ respect
and cordiality, Vincent, with his o éifﬁ ;f sanctity, still lived in a
world of humans, and as sush readily understood and sccepted the behavior of
others, In light of this, the following is offered:

His own holiness and sanotity of 1ife had not, as it were, transported

him to another and superior world, He lived among men, and he dealt with

them, taking human nature as it is, Thowgh a saint himself, he was not

oversxasting in expecting perfestion of othera, Not that he connived in

gymmwﬁ ggnlu or shorteomings, but he was not surprised when he

.
In this vay Vincent was endeavoring to assist all those who came to him, He
acoepted all, and was not over-exacting in his demands for perfection in others,
In one of his commentaries to the Taughters of Charity, Vincent said

"I have never found anything that helped ss much as humility-ethe lowering of
oneself below everyone else with the ssnse that one is really worse than othersy
snd the refusal to judge anyone.”23 Here we have & beautiful example of. the
manner in which this great man acted and felt with love and compassion towards
everyons, His idea that nothing has been of more assistsnoce to him than the
virtue of humility is of impoertance to social workers, le was aware that
evoryone is in need of sympathetic and conscientious adhersnce to this princi-
ple., This was the enabling factor by which he always was able to treat seoh
individusl person with tenderneas and affection, His acceptance of ‘Ls Jerson
was all inclusive, and it knew no bounds, He most certainly did not approve

condons anti-religious, anti-morsl or antiw-sooizl acts, This full acoeptance

22 Baanuel, The Charities of St. Vincent De Paul, 36,

o 9. 2 Ella K, Sanders, Some Counsels of St. Vincent Ds Paul, Londom,
2 7o
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of the person was based on the noticn that all humana mahildrmc;t God,
They have all been created for and destined fo;r some end, 7That end according
to Vinoent De Paul was the ultimate union with Cod, St, Vincent endsavored to
help all who wers in need. Others who did not feel themselves capable of ask~
ing for aid, were sought out by Vincent, He set up a progrum of sesking out
those who were in need, and yet did not or eould not apply, His manner of
dealing with these individuals is $llustrated in the following paragraph,

8t, Vincent did not content himsslf with assisting only those who

applied for relief, He knew that shams and other ressons always kept
some, especially among the refugess from joining the bresd line with the

poor, He therefore gave orders that & priest accompanied by a
lay brother should sesk them out in their dwallings, which only too often
were but novels or garrets, In this manner they had an opportunity of
studying the individual needs of these poor and of giving them the neces-
sary relief, and also the priest '%ﬁ always at hand to adninister spirie
tusl aid to the sick wherse needed,

The entire emphasis of 5t, Vincent's sooial activities had as its foundation,
the supernatursl as its base, All acts of sharity were to be worked through
the knowledge that Cod was always present, and all should conduot themzelves
in & mamner pleasing to God, Monsignor Calvet says the following regarding
this point:
Love of God and action for Cod, sustained by humility, bear fruit in
fraternal charity. Hwmility and charity, the two virtues dear to
Vinoent's hear, illuminate him and nauss him to stand out clearly, g
and endow his spirﬁ.’cml teaching with a definite and sndwring character,
¥hen Vincent was forged to rendsr a decision that waa distesteful to

him, or to reprimand a subordinats, he only did so becauvse he knew and felt

2 Emanuel, The Charities of St. Vincent De Paul, 319.
25 Calvet, St. Vinoent De Paul, 286,
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it vas bis duty to act acoordingly. He carried through his full acceptance
to thoss who worked with him, A description ai? this shows thats
Ha aorrected thoss wnder his guldance, besauss obliged to do 1%, but
that bitterness in reprimsnding, which manifest caprice snd partiality,
was never to be fowmd in him, He had the adaireble taot of giving
advice less as a man who struggles with existing evils, than as a man
who wished to caution against evils that may ensus, During the atesions,
he denounved ¢ s but after having alarmed the sinner, he inspired him
with gonfidence,?
*Even if Vingent were called upon to reprimand a persen, he still did mo with
oharity in his heart., His words, actions and even his correcting of the pere
son's fanlts wvere carried out in the manner of & loving father,"27
Vincent viewsd the world and its problems through the eyes of faith
and religion, He scted accordingly to allsviate some of the ills presented,
8t, Vincent's total acceptance of the person, it can be suwmmerised
in the following manner, He loved all men with the benign, loving heart of a
vitally intereated father, His heart was ever open to those who needed his
advies and counsel, and he was ever available to all, His socisl work was all
encompassing and took into consideration all forms of humanity, The basis for
all of his work was necessarily a religious motive, He accopted the fallings
of the peopls he came in contact with and was still extremely interested in
them even though they may have committed some evil act or done something {lle-
gal. This doss not mean he was in accord with what the person had done,
Vincent actepted all people as chlldren of God, and ss such these children

were the human sanctuary of the soul., He was awere of the great importsnce of

26 Ansart, The Spirit of St. Vinoeot De Paul, L3k.
71_mid., 6. |
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the soul, and was ever on guard to prevent its being lost or destroyed by
evil acts, The basic philosophy, sctually the entire base of his soceial work
was the belief in an sfter 1ife, and union'in heaven with God. To this end
all of his astivities tended, and to further this end he wanted the afflioted
to have the nesessary insight. He accepted all without dlseriminstion of
race, religion, or nationality, It should be remambered that during Vinaent's
life Frangs was constantly in turmoil, and there was much national unreat,
Gr‘eat numbers of transients roamed throughout France, coming from many differ-
ent cultures, He accepted all and instructed his workers to do likewise,




CHAPTER V

CORCLUSIOR

An attempt has been made in this study to present a glimpse into
a particulay ares of a saint's life, Vincent De Paul was an extremely aotive
man, and was engaged in a multiplicity of activities, This paper has been
written abeut Vincent's concept of acceptance, and how he used it, Examples
have been given to show how acceptance was found in his words and works.

In the biographical sketeh of Vincent's 1life, the early familial
relationships were presented, Some of the influences that these relationships
played in the light of his future work were considered. The chapter contimued
on threugh his esrly manhood to portray his attitude toward the priesthood.
Various scholastic honors that were conferred upon him were ineluded in this
chapter, The beginnings of Vincent's care of the poor sick and the poverty
strieken were reported, An example was given to show the start of his career
in the charitable field, An accomnt was given concerning the soope of his
work, This ineluded work with the foundlings, adult and juvenile offendors,
the able sick, the afflioted, the homebound sick, some protective services,
and others, Reference material showed that his basic premise was to unite
bath the temporal giving of relief with the spiritual aspect of charity. In
this way he saw the fulfillment of man's end, which is union with God,

| 2
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The chapter devoted to a discussion of acceptance presented two
contemporary definitions of the casework principle., It was shown how Vincent
made use of this principle mny years before modern day social work, His
&sis for accepting a person regardless of his condition was found in the su-
pernatural concept of man, It was not found merely in the natural order of
things. There were many examples offered showing Vincent's thinking snd rea-
soning regarding the aceeptance of man,

As has been memtioned earlier, Vincent's feelings regarding accep-
tanoe found thelr source in the knowledge that all men are really children of
Ood, and that they &1l are worthy of respeot and love, The basis for this '
love and respect was a bhelief in the spiritual as personified by Jesus Christ,
This self-same motive is found in the definition offered in Father Blestek's
definition, where he injects the notion of "innate dignity" and "ultimate
destiny,” In Miss Hamilton's definition, social workers are instructed to
have a "respect for people and a genuine desire to help.," Both of these attri-
butes are good and nesessary, but do not appear to be wholly complete, Implied
in this definition is that the reapect for individuals comes only from a nature
al source, without any recognition of the spirituyal, ¥his is the point that
differentiates St. Vincent's concept from that of Miss Hamilton's, It is felt
that a definition or concept of acceptance, such as Hamilton presents, is lack«
ing in a necessary foundation, Without the foundation of the spiritual, the
fullest use of acceptance is not made,

Vincent was always uniting the temporal giving of charity with the
spiritual base, This he felt was the only true way to administer real
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Christisn Charity. Religion, nceapt.m;n of the perscn, and charity should
have o common base. This was evident to 5t, Vincent,

The following prayer was composed for the fesst of Vincent's patrone

age, It aptly and concisely presents the aims of St, Vincent De Paul,

0 gloriows Saint Vincant, heavenly patron of all assoclations of charity,

and father of the unfortunate, who during thy life didst never reject

anyone who had recourse to thee, behold the multitude of miseries, with
which, alas, we are oppressed, and come to our sssistance, Obtain from

our Lord help for the poor, relief for the sick, oconsolation for the

afflioted, charity for the rich, conversion for sinners, geal for pricsts
peage for the Church, tri ty for nations, and salvation for sll. '1

Yon, let all feel the effects of they compussionate intercession, and
we al), thus assisted by thee in the miseries of this life, be united

with thee in heaven, where there will be neither sorrow, nor tears, nor

suffering, but joy, gladnesas end eternsl beatitude, Amen.

1 Boudignon, St. Vincent De Paul, LOk.

all

nay
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