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PREFACE

The present subject was chosen to sequaint more Christicn people
bith this recent plen for the sanctification of farl y life--to show the
fremarkable zeal of the fcunders of the movement snd ites successful growth
leince 1947. Because of the youth of the movement z more detzlled pariceh
study could not be msde at this time. In observing the =zppsrsnt inereaced

ervor among the parishioners, it would be difficuit to ascribe specific
E;grmvemente to the Christisn Fumlly Movement until ite recognition hzs
been maintained for & considerable duration,

The writer is deeply grateful to Mr., and Mrs, Patrick Crowley

d the other members of the Christisn Femily Movement who contributed
heir time and neceesary documents. Sincere thanke sre £lgo sxprassed

Ralph A. Gsllagher, 8.J., for hig patient =sseistence,
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CHAPTER I
THTRODUCTION

The stste messures its true strength by the stebility of
family 1ife smong its citizenry., For the family is the scclisl ceoll.
No nation csn be graater then its femities., In vein does the world
that disregarde the injunction of God loosen family ties snd bresk
up family 1life and then look to staste schocls to produce good citi-
Zens. At its bast the school is only =& sfrmng 2id to the home,
Good citizens must first be good versons.

The previous statement made by the United Stotes! Bishope eval-
ustes the importance the femily has on the entire nation. Yet we hesr
and read reports from everyvhsre, and our own personal obsgervetion
suggests that the home life of our nation is groving continuelly weaker.
The Pancient® concert of the family functioning es a soeisal wnit is held
and observed by too few Peonservative® Cstholic femilies, The "laluger~
faire® gttitude toward Christiasn morslity and the saered functions of
narrizge are sometimep accepted todaey by some of our best-seducated Catholie
coupies, who are embarrsssed by the inability of Holy Mother, the Church,
+o keep up with the times.

It is evident,lihen y that the prevslence of divorce is an

indication of an wneound society, The esteem in which marriage ig
held furnishes an index of & people's morality; 2 lowering of the

v 1 Statement of U.8. Bishors on the Christian Femily, Cleve-
land Catholic Universe Bulletin, November, 1949, 1.
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general estlimate is a symptom of morasl decline., The lsx views
prevalent in America regarding the holindss of merrizge and the
sacredness of the femily and the home bear evidence tc & low stan-~
dard of socisl morslity that may well cauge grave apprehension re-
garding the security of the nation and the preservation of our
national life.

The family is the foundetion of the State; the strength and
purity of its constituent famllies, 4&nd since the fsmlly takes its
rise from the unlon of husband snd wife, the sanctity of marrisge
and of marital relation is of primary importance for the welfare of
the nation. It cannot be gainsald that divoree destroys the Hame,
and the home 1g the bage and foundation of the State,

And not only this, but with the degradation of merrisge,
tpublic authority, individual rights and even the institutions on
which liberty depends, must inevitably weaken.' Hence the importance
of measures and movements which aim at checking the spresd of
divorce, We must stop divoree or ruin the nation, which cennot
cantigue to exist 1f 4its foundations sre allowed to crumble and
fall.

The Supreme Court of the United States reiterates strongly the
previous statements by declaring that “marrisge is an institution in the
maintenance of which in its purity the publie iz deeply interested, for
it is the foundation of the family and of society without which there
would be neither civilizatlion nor :rogress; therefore any trend or
system or lsw that attacks this institution condemnsg itself as the enemy
of public and personal welfare,"3

Divorce and sasy liviﬂg have always been s mensce to society

and the nation as a whole. All of the great powers of early civilization--

2 Rev. W.P. Sullivan, ®"Divorce and Remarrizge,® Internationsl
Truth Society, Brooklyn, New York, —, 2-3,

3 S8tatemeant of the U.S. Supreme Court c¢ited in Chsrles Sugo
Doyle, §ins of Parepnts, Tarrytown, New York, 1951, 25,
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Rome, Greece, Persiae-had their downfsll first in the home, after which
the nation 'itself was defezted., Perhaps our best example of reel Christian
homee existed in the Middle Ages under the gulld system, when the Catholic
Church set forth a "ecompset thecry of marriage and the family.® The
teompuet theory® included the teschings of the eariy Fathers of the Catholic
Church on the holinessz of merrisge, the indissolubility of the marriaze
bond, and the obligstion of mainteining ebsolute fldeiity for both husband
eni wife.4 :
| Today, instead of providing an atmosphere of sanctity, love,

segurity, and cooperstion, the modern home often encourages laxity) ¢dig-
raapect,‘and selfishness, all of wiich result in discprd and insteblliity.
In some instances the sscramental neture of matrimony is not given its
proper gignificance from the outset. &s & consequence, when diffieulties
arise In the home with which the couprle feels unable to cope, the Pfirst
golution considered is separation or divorce, Personzl happiness is given
priority over the individualts reséansibility to God and scciety, When
the perscnal happiness fails, divorce is the logiecal climax‘s Presently,
all states make possible absclute divoree, thot is, the terminastion of the
m&rriéga contract with the right of both to remarry.

The divorce rate heg increased in elsrming numbere in rscent

yaars., We will quote just some of the available statistics:

4 Mihenovich, Schnepp, Thomss, Merriege and the Family,
Milwaukee, 1952, 413,

5 John Kane, Marri:gze and the Familv; 4 Cstholie Arprosch,
Naw York, 1952, 50.
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<
In 1867, the first yesar in which divurce statistice were col-
lected for the naticn, there were an estimsted 9,937 divorces, in
1948 the estimute wes 45,000, In 1945 there was & rstioc of one
divorce fur simost every inree marriasgee in that yesr. I toe
~resent rate continues, it is estimated wWist in lue not too
distant future tnere couid be une divorce for every marriugs.

& recent pubiicuation conciudes theti

In our countyy the rste of increase is even more alarming‘%ﬁan
in Buropean countries). From 1870 to 190U lse numier of divorces
per 100,000 married popu.ation jumped from Bl to 2.0=wan increuse of
agproximately 150 yper cent. Forty years ago avout une ocub of
svery twelve marrisges ce.ebrated in the United Stutes terminsted inm
divorce. Today about one in every &ix comes to & sinllsr tregic
and.

Thus the census buresu snncunced on March 25, 1942, tast ine
1945 divorce rate waws the highest ia history--204,000 divorces, or
tbetter than cne for every slx aarrisges .erforued.t That figare
re;resents an incresse ¢of more than 200,000 over the ©0,%34 decrees
granted in 2901 + .+ » & -

Another suathor affirmas:

Awericans vere naturslly shocked in September, 1946, when the
Pedersl Security hgency relessed estipates on the number of marriages
and divorces for the period 1887 to 1945. Dback in 1887, thers was
oniy one divorce in every 17.3 marriages; in e year 1945, there
were 485,000 divorces and 1,612,99< murrisgés, or about one divorce
for every three marriages . » . . With the excepstion of Lgyut, and
possibiy Rusasls, the United Bi:tes nas today the highest divurce
rate in the wordd . . . . From 1900 to 1540, divorces increased by
374 per cent, nerrisges bty 128 per ceant, snd population by only 73
per cent . . ., » Tiie chiange in the vate of divorce {rom (.5 .er
1,000 populietion in 1887 to 2.7 per ecent per 1,000 population in
1949, is perbope the most glgnilicant single statietic indicpiing
the deveiopmenis in the fumi .y over s sixty-two year serdod.

o Ibid., 51.
7 John UV¥Brien, God in tue Home, New Yourk: The Yuujidst Press,

& Mihznovich, Marriege snd tne Famiiy, 3<5-<6.
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Divoreces exceeded marrisge liceuses ty 333 in Dade County
(Misml) the first hail of 1950, Hven so, Cupld mude & bLetier CompsYa~
tive showing than a yesr eariier. Jn tue first aalf of 1945, divorces
tote.ed 3,145 snd merrisges 2,677--un excess of 408 fur tie furser,
Tarcugn June tiis ga@r (1962}, 3,2.4 divorces were issued and <,881
marrisge Licenses.
And, fins.iy, we read that "iazt ye-r, in tuds cuuntry, toere
were 5.0,000 divorces.® 0 We know thal if =il femdi.y alsurgenizstion,
i.e., snnulments, se srations, end desertion were Inciuded in tue divorce
rate, it w.ul.d be emsidersbly bigher.
Wihat sbhout tue ehildren of ifanese broken homes snd unhsppy marriages?
Woust do they suffer vecsuse of the se.fishness of tielr parents? Fortunately,
tie pighest divorce rete is mmong cnlidiess couyp.ss., Paul Jaccbsun feund
thetl ®the divorce r:te fur coup.es wilh cui.dren wug 8.8 per 1,000 cou,les
¢« » » » Tne rate for chiidiesg couples wuas simost doubie the rate for
funiiies with children.wil
Baverfieless, tuere ure st .l many who do feel the i.l effects of
divorce. Mihsnoviech estimates tout . . » there sre sl oresent spproxie-

mately 1,500,000 chllidren elghieen years of sge and younger whuvse homes

huve been disrupted by divorce.*ie

5 Deyle, ngﬂ‘gi’?gyﬁgts, xiil (Preface).

il Rev, Thomss Hosty, ™Thinking of Getting Merried: " The Voice
of Bte. Jude, XVIII, Juns, 1952, Y.

il Ksne, Marriige snd the Family, 239.
12 Mihanovicn, Marriege end tne Fumily, 345.
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Theze sre the defenselezs victims vho are beilng deprived of proper parental
Jm*e and directicn. ®ariocus studies indicute theil much deiinguent be-
bavior in ehildren, such &s ineurrigibiiity, running sway from houms,
trusnay, end-stealing can be attributed tc broken homes,®ld

Judge McNaff of Fort Wayne stutesy MA great majority of the
delinguent boys and giris who appesr in juvenile court come from homes
that heve been broken principally by sepsrstion, deserticn, or divorce.
Therein 1ie some of the greatest tragedies of life,"14

Whether the parents are physically or psychclogicslly separated,
statistics indicate that the children suffer. ™A two-year study of New
York eriminal records reveuls that 47 per cent of those convicted of major
crimes come from disrupted families,®:5 Most of the children of these
broken or unstable homes suffer from a loss of security. %Buch children
may have thelr concepticns of family life so distorted that they are unable
to adjust themselves a&nguatsiy vhen the tliue comes for them to marry.'lé

The growth of seliisbness and the deciine of religlous values
have made couplss more seif-centered and less child-centered. Catholics
beiieve that the chief purcese of marriage is tlm; propagation of the human
race, and yet, pome Catnolics ére unwiiling to sccept the responsibilities

of married 1ife. The birth of & child, which was formerly regarded as &

13 Xbide, 346.

14 Btutement quoted by Charles H. Doyle, Cane Is Forever,
Nev York, 1949, 214e '

15 Ibid., 215

D Mihapovich
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b):essing from God, is mow often prefaced by feelings of displeasure, finun-
cial worry, and even regret. However, there are couples who desire one
child, btut one child only. The reason usually glven by pareants to justify
their action is that they are able to give cne child 8o many more advantages
than they would 1f there were more children. Often this is not sctually so
because such a condition is harmful to the personality of the child as well
a5 to society.’? Probably a more truthful reason is that the parents do mot
have to make as many sacrifices with only one ohild.

In a«piﬁ of the high birth xite of 1947, the irend has been toward
snaller families in the United Btutes. This tremd began to appear as early
a8 1790. P"Today there are more househclds consisting of two persons than
of any other m’b&r.:*m

All experts ugree that by the yesr 2000 A.D., about 50 years from

nov, as & resuit of the declining birth rate tiere will be a propor-

tionate decline of the population of the United States. For the tine

x;i;;a:g cati:; igtﬁ‘iimllﬁgw :;.ﬁitz f.l). : ?g population will incresse
’ .

Soclety makes demends on the famiiy btut does little to encourage
large cnes, The high cost of living, especially in urban areas, tue smsll
home or apartment house, superintendents who frown at tﬁe ‘oight of a child,
plus the added "necessities® of our present-day culture, &ll contribute to

the saccess of the Planned Parenthcod Federation of Americsu.

17 Reoul Plus, Chriet in the Home, New York, 1951, 68,
18 Mihanovich, Marrlage and the Family, 437.

19 Clement 8, Mihanovich, ®"Whither Birth Control?® St. Louis,
Missouris The fueen's Vork, 1947, 12.
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Today ® « +» « & baby 1sﬁ‘mdgete&* much the same ss an electric rs;rigerabor,
a radico and an automobile. Significantly wit{x the modern couple esch of
these commodities genmerslly hes priority over & baly,"20

The teaching of the Catholic Church on the indissolubility of
merriage helps many couples reduce their maritel difficulties.

In his study of urbean counties in which a high average divorce
rate prevailed, Cannon found that Dubuque County, en urben county,
had & divorce rate of 1.27 per 1,000 persons as contrasted with Polk
County, snother urban county, which had & divorce rate of 6.22.
Qammn sxplained that the diffemngi was due to the influence of the
Catholic Church in Dubugue County.

In view of this, however, it is evident that the high divorce
gtatistics mclude our Catholle couples and affect a number of cur unstable
Catholle families. The great frequency of divorce and remarriage in our
country plus the indift‘erencq, or even approval, with which it is received
is bound to influence cur future parents. They are in constant danger of
sbsorbing a ®worldly and contrectual®™ attitude toward marriage and losing
their sarly ideas regarding the sanctity and stability of that Sacrament.®
*1f divorce were seriously and generally opposed, young persons would be
impallec.i to think through the matter of matrimony more seriocusly,®<3

8imilarly, Cetholics adhere to the faulty theories of the birth

controllers, who work intently to further their cause. It would be sbsurd

20 Ksne, Msarriage and the Famiiv, 50.

21 Doyle, Cspo Is Porever, 205

22 8uilivan, "Divorce and Remarrisge,® 8,
g2 and the Pamily, 250.




9 .
to pretend that no Catholics practice birth control or contrweptiox‘z. The
findings of Kane indicate, however, that G&thos.ice engage in these .ractices
less freguently than non-Catholics.4 Stili, birth control is forbidden
for all because it is & violation of the nsturszl lsw, but particularly for
Catholics, who knov the correct teaching on the subject.

| *The problem for Catholic families lies not #0 much in the correct
angvers as in the application of these answers in their dally lives. %25 1n
tone follmting chapters ve vill present the history and method of the Christian
Family Movement along with some of the sctions rejorted bty the various
groups. The chiefl nourc‘e uaed ty the author for thie infommation was the
newspaper, dct, which is the official publicaticn of the Christian Family
Movement., Personal interviews provided the writer with necessary detsils,
and approximately ten of these vere conducted with lesders and members of
the movement in Illincis and Michigan. Private records and files of the

movement, preserved at tue home of Mr. and Mrs. Croviey, were &lgo acceszsible

to the writer.

24 Ibid., 24
25 Ibid.s 7i.




CHAPTER II
ORGANIZATION OF THE CHHISTIAN FPAMILY MOVEMENT

It was in 1942 that the seeds of the Cnristisn Family Movement
were first planted. Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Crowiey, ploneers in cm,l be-
came aware of the need for apostolic work within the family itself. For
several yearg previous to this they had participeted in the spiritusl and
socisl activities of their parish and had believed they were doing all they
could to make theirs a holy and happy marriage. Mr. Crowley nad discussed
the presmt.-;day problems confronting the femily with his business associates,
and togethexr they sought to discover a practical role for the family in the
parish apostolate, They met with Monsignor Reynold Hillenbrand, prominent
in Catholic Aotion, and decided to meet regulsriy in order to solve the
difficuities encountered in weir‘h’om lives.?.

After a fev months the wives of these men formed similsr groups
end tie two met ‘waz-y_ week, though separately. Later they found that this
was not tae most effective method,

We wondered about the possibility of husbends snd wives meeting
together [the Crowleys explained]s We began to reslize that we

1 Wherever used in this thesis the leters WCFM® wiil refer to
the Christlian Family Movement.

‘2 Adolph Schalk, *Christiszn Peai.y Movement," ;_g Yoice of
g__ﬂg‘ Chicugo, XVIXI' June, 1952, 6.

10
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couldn’t get very far with husbends and wives in seperate groups. Ve
vere & femily movement with oniy belf of 4ne fami.y present &t
neetings., When we started meeting togetuer, it touched off & very
important point wiich is the secret to a2 grest meny of the problems
that we are faced with--namely that to keep family unity, the famlly
must do a great many things together. When we began to mzeet together,
instead of separately, we found that Jjust that one change in our
procedure was a big contribution toward the unity in cur own femilies.
Now husbands and wives meditate op the New Testament and the liturgy
together, and Ilogether spply the tescnings they .earn to their everyday
problems. A4s a result, they just naturally grow closer togethier., As
this unlty grows, it is spread througucut the parish. ;!m important
thing, &lso, is that ve learn to work on & iocal basis.

The groups waited and reorganized =long parochiea) iines. Thus,
in 1947, the Christisn Panily Movement wus born. Concurrently, a similsr
movement was developing in New York and South Bend, Inéiana.l' The various
groupe adopted the procedure of the Young Christiun Workers, i.e., OBSERVE,
JUDGE, ACT, which is developed during the inquiry section of their meetings.

The sims of the Christisn Pamily Movement are expressed in the
manusl, For Happler Femilies, & guldebook for sll memberss

To meke Christ the center of the individusl femdly, your family

and min‘, <
To help the fumilies of our community, our state, our nation to
the Juy of a Christian way of lLife~-turough love, through service,
through exsmisple, through educationm, tgmu;m orgeniged action, and,
where necespary, through legislation. .

Christlan Pamliy Action, then is intended to be an effective way

of anawering the bishops'! reguest for organiged efforts to mske the home

3 Idig., 7.
4 Bev, Gerard Weber, CFM Chaplain's Msnual, Cnicago, iv52, 7.

5 For Happier Pamilies, Chicagot CFM Publication, 1950, 1
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bore Christian. The Christizn Pamily Movement seeks to fulfill thi;!nead

by endeavoring ®to promote the Curistian way of ilife in the family, in the
amilies of the community, and in the institutions affecting the family hy
Lrving, educating, and representing the f‘amily."b

The first objective of CMM, hovever, is the training of itafmembers.

B/ constently performing small aects of service, snd by working seslousiy to

ffect a change in one's enviromment, the members bring about & gradusl
raining-through-action. Since it is & work of reformation, its success or
silure will depend on the sincerity of its members.

In the words of Mr. Crovlieys

The Christian Family Muvement schuols its couples in the practical

' consecuences of ocur religicn's teachinge on social justice . . . . In
‘the family, the neighborhcod and nstion; the realizatioa of the enor-
mous importance of every persgon is the only hope to counterset tue
divigive effect of discriminstion, exploitation and igolation that
seem to thireaten the famlly, community snd the world.

The Christian Femily Movement is intended tu help the people of a
pommunity solve thelr probiems and to aid the priest in the parish. It is
pseentially a parish movement which asslste tiie pgriest in discovering and
polving the problems thet meke Christian living difficult. Since many of
jbe major issues in society can be related to the fami .y, then the femily
na® an obligetion snd an opportunity to do something sbout them. Parents,

Es leaders of the family, are in a better position to investigate whether

6 Inid., 17.

7 Schslk, *Christian Pemily Moveament," Voice of St. Juce, XZVIII,
E.
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they are problems of the school, the gang st %?e corner, the tavern, or
eny others arising from their coamon life and envirbnu&nt.a

Bishop Leo Pursiey, et the 1951 Conventiocn at Notre Dome, told
CPM members that theirs wes "a movement with the emphasis not 5o much upon
an orgenization a8 upon an action . . . which . . . reaffirms the position
of the father es the hesd of the femily.*” He commended them for their
neighborliness, their integration of both the natursl and eupernatural
elements of marriage, thelr visicn and eburage, and thelir technique.

Ae ve mentioned before the method of CFM is the Jpculry method,
OBSERVE, JUDGE, #CT. This is applied tc some phase cof family living and
utilined in s small group of six tu eight eouples who meetl regulsrly svery

two weeke. This basic group of the movement is called a section. The

nenbers ¢f the section counsist of zarried couples who are willing to influence

others. They should be from the same perish or neighborhcod and should

fall into the pame genersl age group, who have common family problens. They

should be the ordinsry people of the parlish possessing a good will and &
quality of lesdership.
The first step in starting a section is to obtain the permission

of the pastor of the parish and ask ﬁim to sppoint i‘ahapiﬁin for the group.

Although the entirs meeting is hsndled bty the fumily members themselves, a
¢haplain is ususlly present to eld and instruect. If the chaplain is un-

familier with CFM, it was suggested Yy the committee members to wait until

8 For Bappier Famllies, 6.
9 .Chicago 4gt, Fall, 1951, 1.

W,
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the sectiom 1s running smoothly before inviting the priest to the J&etinz.lo
The group shculd alsc contact the Federation :m tuieir city if one exists.

Basic to the movement is the necessity of studying the Hew Teste-
ment and iiving, @8 much eg possible, the liturgicsl 1life of the Church.
Tne couples are sencoursged to sttend weekly Msse freguently, 1o understand
better the teachings of the Chureh, to foster a desire snd & love for
spiritual rather than seculsir reading, and to take & more active perticipation
in the liturgical functions of the ;»ariah.n

After the preliminary srrungements are completed, & permsnent
leader is ordinarlly chosen. It is important tuat one coupie accept the
responsibility for the group. Before each section meeting the couple holds
& preparatory meeting with the chaplein. The chaplzin guides the couples
in the development of their spiritual lives and helps them to buse their
actions on Christien principles. |

All section meetings follow a definite pattern. The meeting
begine with & prayer in cosmon, usually the invocation to the Holy Ghost.
This is followed by the reading of the minutes, brief in content, and any
necessary announcezents. For the next fifteen minutes the couples engage
in the Gospel study and dipcussgion. This is usueily ;Jropared by & differemnt
couple each veek, The couples are encouraged to draw at 1eaﬁt one pract;ieal

conclusiocn each week. The Gospel study lays the groundwork for contempletion

16 Chieago Agh, Pall, 1951, 3.

1l Schalk, "Christien Family Movement,® Voice of St. Jude,
XVIII, 8. ' ' :
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&and meditation.

The couples then s.end fifteen minu’.aas on the liturgy. Wheress,.
the Gospel study presents the historical Christ, knovwledge und preactice of
the liturgy presente Christ us He lives in the world today, in His Mysticsl
Body, in the Mass and the Sacraments.’? ®Most families try to follow the
litargy of the Chureh year, starting with the making of the Advent wreath for
their own femilies and for other groups."i3

The next fifteen minutes of the meeting are deveted tu vhat is
termed "Personal Report.® During this period the couples report on their
actions vwhich resulted from the Gospel and liturgy study of the previous
veeting. They mention specific acts of individusl services performed for
others. Through tie personsl report the coupies assist esch other hy
suggestion and example,

The remaining forty-five minutes of the meeting are spent on the
most important phase--the Inguiry. As one couple explained, "The Incuiry
technigue is & natural technlque in vwhiech we OBSERVE with our eyes and ears,
use our knowledge of Christts teaching to EVALUATE the obeervation, and then
ACT on the conciusions reached.®4 To 1llustrate tuese terms: at tue
meeting each couple reports on observations made on some pmf#e of family,

civic, or economic iife as 1t affects other families in the community,

12 Yor Happier Femilies, 6.
13 Chicage Act, Fall, 1951, 6
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i.e., gpecific problems of teen-agers, soclial prejudice, ete; tue ‘g:rcm@
tuen judges each psrticuler situstion in the ii@t of Caristian principles;
and, [inelly, they decide on & definite action to take sc that the problem
might be worked out. The action should be simple, practical, positive,
. ruuent, and should be based on the result of the observetions und the
Judgment. The section hesud is respyonsible 1o see that an action is decided
upon at aaah meetling. This sction ususily tskes place before tune following
mutins..lf’

CPM has & specisl yearly Inguiry Prograw which is une of study
and action. The bookiet itself is prepared by the Coordinsting Committiee
end mpreaeﬁtn the thoughts and puggestions of CPM couples. The Coordinating
Committee is usually composed of one couple from esch city bhaving &t least
one CiMM section. The coumittee has been meeting twice a year, once in
January and once st the annual convention. The lstest m ipguiry contains
topics for twenty-six weekly meetings starting with July, 1953, and continu-
ing until June, 1954. The booklet includes = general outline for each of
the tventy-gix meetings with appropriste excerpis from the Gospel and
specific questions on the passages and the liturgy. The Boclial Inguiry is
composed of a ssparate lssue to be considered at each meeting, this year'e
theme dealing with social responsibiiity and educetion. Methods are sug-
gested i‘m? the observation and judgment technique, btut the sction is left
to the ingenuity of the individusl member. B8ome of the ilmportant inguiries

15 Por Happier Fapiiies, 8-10.
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for the yesr 1953-1954 include a discussion ofi 0ld Age, Race, Labo?,
jiousing, Sex Bducztiun, Teirevieion, and Gathol;.c Children in Publie
FBchcsc:\la.16 In each inguiry CPK places greut emphesis on recognising the
dignity of the humen person.

A parich may have any number of CFM groups but the groups them-
jgelves must be emall, that ig, no more than s8ix or eight couples. fho
compittee believes ‘tbat. this is & major factor in the success of CFM. The
»Fhma of the whole prom ghould be personal and non-professional, therely
bnabling esci individusl member to have s volce in tus meeting and s feeling
bf i&ﬁort&nao. The meetings are conducted in such & way as to provide active
perticipation by every couple. The chaplain snd the leader do not give &

Lalk or lecture. In fact, the chaplain does not speak at &ll during the

eeting. At the conclusion, however, he msy comment briefly if he wishes.

e leader directs the discussion so that each couple may express bis views
n eany question that arises, He does not enter into the argument or debate,
or even express his opinion on the matter at hand. The final sction
ocidud upon, then, is not something previoualy determined Ly the chaplein
$nd the leadsr, but it is the immedlate conclusion of the group based on
heir observation snd judgment.l’

Vhen a section has been in succegeful operation for some time

the next step is to atart action groups to extend the inflaehco of CMM on

Pamilies in the parish. Action groups conslst of five or six couples who

16 %MW, Chicago, Mey, 1953, (Index).
17 Chicago Aet, Full, 1951, 4.
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follow the same procedure &s the section and who receive their direction
from & section conpla.b The action group wark; on the s@o problems and
helps the section members. The eventusl aim is for each couple to have &
soirited action group, In ordsr to keep puce with tue section group it is
nore sffective for the sction groups to meet every other week, When this is
imjoseible, once & montn is sufficient.18

A® soon as Christian Femily Action hus become large cnough',tc
have two sections in a city or region, & Federation is forumed. The membars
maintain thet this is an important step toward unity and the strength needed
to meke CPM effective., Ap the Pederation grows officers are chosen together
|wita & Pederation chaplain., The special functions of a Federation sre to
formulate inquiries and plsn séecial sctivities, e.g., days of recolliection,
retrests, or Cena Conferences.t?

In considering the relaticnship between Cana and the Christian
rm}.y Movement, 1t is necessary, first, to distinguish between the two.
Cana endeavors to help couples meke thelr homes more Christisn, while the
aim of CMM i8 to create s communlty where Christian 1iﬁnz' is possible Yy
removing obstacles. Through Cans Conferences, couples learn the principles;
in CMM these principies are put into practicel use. Thus, CIMM picks up
where Cana leaves off. The Pre-~Cans Conference was begun &8s a practicsl
solution to help enguged couples mske a better preperation for marriage.
M CPM groups start as a result of Cana Conferences and, correspondingly,

18 For Hsppler Fumillies, 10-11°
19 LMQ, }-2"“16u
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& number of Cana Conferencee are perpetuated .thmaah Chd.

The growth of CFM is evident thrcugh their convention reports.
In 1948 there were tiiree or four groups in the Chicago ares and about twenty-
five couples. In 194%, CFM held its first annual meeting at Childerly Ferm
in Wheeling, Illincis. Delegutes from wore than & dozen cities assembled
to exchange id?a.a end experiences and to work toward wore effective organi-
sation and teehniquaﬂ.ao A plan for inter-Federstion cooperation was worked
out through the creation of & Coordinating Committee. From this meeting,
Act was proposed us the official publication of CPM.

The second general convention wes held in June, 1950, at St.
Procopius College in Lisle, Illinois, with more than forty-five couples
present., Members and officers of CPM groups in vericus citiees, some a8 far
away a# Rhode Island, met for inspiration aend further points on technlqun.a
The principal sddresses were given by Bishop McNamars of Joliet, former
chaplain of CPM, &nd Monsignor Reynold Hillembrand. The name ®*Christisn
Pamily Movement® was adopted and ite purpose agreed upon. 8peelfic problems
were suggested for considerantion during the following year.

CFM groups convened at Notre Dame in South Bend, Indians, from
June 30U to July 2, 1951. Bishop Leo Pursley, Auxilisry Bishop of Fort
Weyne, spoke to almost one hundred coupies, representing CFM units of nine-
teen cities in twelve states. It Ve repgorted tuat there were approximstely

119 groups locsted in mrty-ninc cities. In Chicago alone there were fifty

20 Chicsgo Agk, May 15, 1949, 1.
21 Chicsgo agck, June 26, 1950, 1. '
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parish groups comprising about seven hundred ccupies. It wes noted that
seetions were starting in southern Indis snd Puerto Rieo.zz

Notre Deme was agaln host to CFM in 1952+ There were 15U co@lea
present, fifty of them from Chicsgo. Delegates from other midwestern states
were raprescntg& &8 were Caslifornis, Oregon, Oklahoms, snd Connecticut.

Fifty priests attended a special session for chaplsins. Bishop Vaters of
’Buei@z, North Curolipe, gave the banquet sddress; and at another session,
Don Phillips, 'prot“umr at Hilledale College in Michigan, stressed the im-
portance of the m:.nvidu&l in the group‘z‘}' The expansion of CPM was evident
at this time with groupe im elghty cities, including some in Canuda, and
34500 individusl nases on CPM's muiling list.

A more significant growth was evident at the 1953 Notre Dame
Convention. Seventy priests and more than 250 couples assembled for their
largest mesting. Noteworthy smong those present} were priest observers from
|India, Chine, Belgium, and Viet Nam. Auxiliary Bishop Loras T, Lane of
Dubuque recognized the movement a# a "vital element in the Church,® and
eacouraged its oxyanniomz" Monsignor Hiilenbrand, in hia address, emphaslized
tae importance of intensive spirituality emong the meumbers of €M, 25

22 Chiesgo Agt, Puil, 1951, 1.
<3 CM Newsletier, July, 1952.

24 SBtatement of Bishoy Lane, address given at Notre Dame, June,
1753. ’ :

25 Gtatement of Monsignor Hillenbrand, sddress given at Notre
Dame, June, 1953. (Suwmaries of the previous addresses ere printed in thue
Convention publication of Aet, July, 19%3.)
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At the present time there are groups in 160 cities in t&z; United
Stutes and twenty-one cities sbroad, including Canade, Japan, England, the V]
Philippines, Uruguay, Argentina, Demmark, =nd Germany . hmwgh the exact
number of couples is unknown, the msiling iist of C«m includes the names of
approximately five thousand couples. In Chicugo slone, vhere the movement
originated, there are, at tne present time, approximately two thousand
couples in about one hundred };.:ariahas.“’ This reyresents a growth of about

one hundred per cent in one year for the movement ss & whole,

26 Annuel Report of CPM Coordineting Committes, July, 1952 to
June, 19%3,




CHAPTER III
CFM IN THE LIGHT OF THE PAPAL ERCYCLICALS

Before considering some of the achisvements of the Christian
Femily Movement, let us first reflect on the basic philosophy benind the
movemeat. What is the motiveting factor which prompts bundreds of couples
to seex and velcome opportunities to help & neighbor im sny situstion? Why
has the growth of the movement been 80 tremendous these pait few yeurs when
the spirit of individuslism and seifishuness is prevelent? What attraction
or what promise does this gimple progras of famlly acticm hold for ocur
Catholic psrenits? The answer to each question is fundamentally the same.
Before entering into any kind of Cetholic sctivity the proper motive is
necessary, and these pecple find that motive in their relastionship to Christ
and His Mysticel Body. To learn snd to understand the doctrine of the
Mystical Body of Christ is a primary requisite for CPM members.
VWhen Christ lived on earth He taugit and He ruled snd He sanctified,

snd that ie wnat He wants His Caourch tc do. That is what the members of

M ais to do as part of their work in this lerger body of Chriet. The
octrine of the Mystical Body e&nea to us from Christ and St., Paul and it

is furtuer explained by our Holy Father in the encyclical, Mystici Corporis
rggrist;. Here we are told that the Church is & Body and Christ ie the Head
of the Body. As & body it must have unity and the members must work together
22
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for the good of the whole. Members do not live for themselves aione, but,
on the contrary, beecome mutuslly dejendent, each ome having a definite
function to perform. Baptism makes sil mezbers with Ghrist‘l

The Church is calied the Mysticai Body of Christ to distinguish it

from His physicsl Body tiat wes born of Mury. In this Body parents, god-
parents, and all who assist the hierarchy inm Catliclie Action, cceupy an
honorable position. But einners, as vell zs& saintly persuns, dwell within
the Mystical Body. Only schism, heresy, or aupostasy excludes a member, but
other sins do not.e A8 our Holy Pather expresses it:

Christ did not wishk to exclude sinuers from His Charch, If there
are some ailing members in the Mysticsli Body, that should not lessen
our love for tue Church. It should retier move cur charity to pray
for them, and sid them us far ap we can to ﬁegain their posgition as
heslthy, that is, holy meubers of the Body. :

Through His death on the cross, Christ increased the great treasury
of graces which He pours out upon His menbers, adding new life and nourish-
ment to His Mystical Body. The greatest source of grace for the members
comes with sharing in the Eucharigt SBuerifice and the Sacrifice of the Mass.
*ind by the Bucharist, all members ere fed and nourished &% the same table,
and are brought into union with each other and with the Divine Head, in a
divioely wonderful way. #3 The unity, thus aschieved, is the keynote of the

Mystical Body, which prompts men to perflorm good works and urge others to do

1 Pope Pius XII, Mystiei Corporis Christi, trans. Gerald Trescy,
8.7 ., New York, 1944, 5.

2 Ihides 17
3 Ibid., 6.
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the same. Beczuse of the Communion of Saints, no good act is done, nor
virtue precticed without benefiting all of tne members.

In the Church Christ loves ell tae members of the human rsce, "for
He shed His Blood to reconciie ail men to god.%4 If ve love God and Christ,
His Divine Son, we wiil love our fellowmen; for in tuis w&y,&ﬁfﬁ. ful-
fiiling the Divine Commundment of charity: to love God an& to love man
for God and Christ, Who saved all men. That is why St. John says: ®If
any asn say ‘I love Cod' and hates his brother, he is & liar . . . 5
ie way we umust imltate the all-brwiné love of Carist, excluding nv ons,
regardless of religion, race, or netional descent.

*3o the salvation of many depends upon the preyers and pensnces
of tae Mystieal Body, the Bupreme Pontiff, the bishops, priosts‘, the faithful,
and especially the fathers and mothers of fmiliaa.""’ To then is givqn the
most important task of edueuting snd protecting their children from the
dangsrs that threaten them todey.

An analogy is coften made betveen tune family and the Mystical
Body, The fatner is the head of the family with God-givén authority, as
Carist is the Head of the Church. He is the ruler vho sets the ldeals and
the attitudes and the tesching of the fauniiy. He is the support of the
femily, not only economically, but in every semse of the word,

4 B&Qu 244
5 Jobn 4, R0,
6 Piue XII, Mystioi Corvoris Christi, 12.
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- 4nd, just as out of the love beiween Christ and His Church new
meabers are born into the Mysticul Body st the bastismal font, so
-out of the love between husbsnd end wife, new members are born into
thg f&m}ly{ Not n;efszbera max:eiy of the hum&n race, ut, gkw.t is far
more important, smell members in Christ's Mysetical Body.

The mother may be called the heert of the home as the Holy Ghost is
the love wnich dwells within the Mystical Bedy. The heart is not inferior
t0, but rether in cooperation vith, the head. And the heart and the head of
the femily should no more be separated thap the hesrt and the hesd of a bhuman
body «

The preceding beiief is not one which would find fevor and approval
in most secular societies today. We arve told of an incident which took

place in one of the Chicage divorce scurts vhere & judge wag heuring a\wae
involving the usual dowestic guarrels. At the end of the hearing he cc;n-
cluded that, in the house, the womsn 1s the abgolute and finel suthority.

The most distressing thing about the judge's stutement is that so many thou-
sunds of people agree with hinm snd buse their owvn married life on & similar
phiiosnphy.s Hovever, wuccording to 8%. Paul and the Holy Fathers, we know
that whether it is in the house or in the offlice, or in the social, politicsl,
or economic life of the family, wives must be subject to their husbands &nd
husbands must love their wives as Christ lovea the Church.

The f&:ail,y, then, should be esseclully interested in serving Christ

and His members, for the family, in & lesser degree, shares the same

7 Rita Strubbe, *The Paxily snd the Mystical Body," How Families
Work for Chrigt, Chicago, 1951, 12.

& Ibid., 10
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characterigtics of the Chuarch, the Mystical Body of Christ. The husbend

prd vife continuelly tesch each other and through this tesehing they must

ptrive to sttain thelr mutusl seivetion., The parents, too, have & full-time

job of forming their children into sdult, Christian personalities, resdy to
/

perform funoetions a8 mexbers of this cooperative Bodye.

Their teaching includes every word ithat i& spoken, everything
that is worn in the home, all the entertainment that parents sliow for
the children or for thesseives, every bit of printed matter. Teaching
likewise includes all the attitudes of the parents which children pick
up 8o siglly-~attitudes on the neighborhood, on socizl snd economic
questions, toward the pastor and his parish organizetions, toward

Ember Day faste and keeping Holy Days boly. Allthese things go to make
up the real aducation of & Christian.% '

If the fmily is to reflect the 1ife of the Xystical Body, then
Ifazaily'prayer must be emphusiged--family devotione, family Mass and Com-
punion, family participatioﬁ in the liturgy. The fwily must worship es
pne body &s does the Church itself, The family nzwbara must grow holier

4 ganctify each other, The family cennot stop with i.ta own members but
t must extend to its neighbors, its parish, its esmnni’qv, &nd to familles
11 over the world.

It is tais apostolic leadership of families which the members of
Jthe Christian Pamily Movement encourage and promote. The couples &re trained
I: think in terms of the emntire Chureh, to realise that tﬁe‘xysticm Body
?.s not musde up of members of cne parish alone, nor one rece slone, tut of
veople throughout the worlds By reading the papal mcyelid&},s end spiri-
Eual books t.haj are frequently reminded of the dignity of each humsn person.

9 1bpid., 13.
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They feel thet if a msn is worth redeeming, hp is importunt encugh to share
and to contribute. |

The importance of the work of taoe laity in the parish is recog-
nizad more and more by the members of the c.ergy. Previously many pastors
felt tuat if the laity was givem too big & voice in parish affairs, toere
would be & return to lay trusteeism. Now, accérdi#g to Pather Weber, the
opposite has been found t'_rg;e &mi priests are beginning to understand that
the inactivity of the lsiﬁyhv’is ivpeding the growth of the Church. Seculerisn
permeates the movies, the press, the schuols, political 1ife, industry and
professions, even the home 1tseif, and, consequently, these institutions
are "deforming insteed of forming Christians,%i0

The clergy alome csnnct restore these things to Christ, for the
press, the entertaimment world, the indusiries and profeseions, and the
family are not the proper t’ieid of the ciergy. 'Prieat;a osn snunciate th@
prineciples which spply tat the actué.l vork of refcrming these institutions
must be done by those who participate in theam.}d

The Catiolic laity of today, therefore, ocoupy & much more im-
portent place in the Church than they have for centuries s the iust

five Popes have never tired pointing out. Actually it is the place they

have always oceupied. The doetrine of the Mystical Body makes it
clear that there ip a division of res.onsibility, end thet in thie
work and this reayansibniti tne laity huve a very definite and pecu-
iiarly indispensible shere.i®

10 Rev. Gerard P. Weber, OEM Chacl:in's Mapuel, Chicsgo, 1952, 5.
11 JIbid., 5.
12 Ibid., 6.
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The Christisn Family Movement is endeavoring to cerry ovut this
mission of restoring femliies to Christ and reforming the institutions wiich
affect the fumiiy. By their orgenization of suall groups within the parish,
each member has sn opportunity W sssume responsibility, to bring hie will
as well as his intellect into the training procese. They wish to share with
thelr neighbor the spirit they have developed within the groupe—-the splrit
of mutual eid, of discuseing and solving thelr own problems, the spirit of
Christian brotherhood. As Monsignor OVGrady expressed it after sttending
one of their meetings:

» « » They vwere struggiing with probiems. They were trying dif-
ferent methodr of rescning thelr neighbors. They were slivays cn the
lockout for opportunities for serving their neighbors in the hour of
need. They were alsc interested in securing assistance from neighbors
in their efforte. « « «

Practically sll the famliles present were low-income famliiies.
People huve asked me vhether they did not shov feelings of insecurity.
On the contrary, I think they shuwed evlidence of strength and coursge

- and & fesaling of security gsthered from the common bond of brotuerhcod
that had grown u, among them and which they were interested in getting
otuers to share,

This gruup reyresented une of the closest approaches to the
.ractices of the first Christians that I heve ever seen,13

 CEM members do not concenirste soleiy on the doctrine of the
Mystical Body btut also investigate and study other importsnt messages of
Christ's Vicar. For the first twelve meetings a new group reads and dis-
cusses lengthy passages from the encyclical, Mystiel Corporis Chrighi.

After the first six months, howa#ar, the liturgy section of the meeting 1s

13 Msgr. John 0'Grady, "Cooperstive Family Relationships,®
Ihe Catioolic Charities Review, Washington, XXAVI, Jenusry, 1952, 1-2.
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devoted to a discussion of the Mass, using M édiator Del, ss a text. This
year, especially, CFM couples will give more zttention to the meaning and
the value of the ﬁass in reorganizing their own iives &s well sg the iife
of the parish. Since the liturgy must be a psrt of family 1ife, CPM groups
have undertaken projects directliy connscted with ﬁhe liturgy. As we mentioned
before, groups have promoted the use of the Advent wresth. Somé caﬁpiea
have started the practice of having *house blessings® instesd of ”hoﬁae
warﬁings.' In‘aouo éariahes Masses are sung and recited by the faitaful
because CFM members have recuested tnis.lé

lBécausw the Churceh is interested in tne.sucial weifare of Her
mambara,Léa is the Christian Fumily Mcvement. Leo XIII, Pius XI, and our
preéént ﬁviy Fether ha;e‘aﬁaun aﬁ interest and an insight into vital soelisal
problems snd heve given us the principles necessery to slleviate thosa‘
provless. The Church is not satiafied wiﬁh & gocliety which places cbstacles
in the vay of the salvation of sculs, end for tuls reascn we find the Popes
treating such iséuea a8 housing, labor relations, property, and wealth,
Bbon 1nvestigatieg of these letters snd messages CiM msmberé disccvarytﬂat
the Chuarch advocatas the development of lebor unions, the aétablishment of
better 1a$or ipiaﬁiads, & wider distribution of private property, and tust

more stress be pleced on the individusl person rather than the ®ecunomic

msn.® The princi.ies of sccial justice and social charity are exylain:;w%

14 Dennis Geaney, 0.S5.4., "The Christisn Fumily Movement and
the Limrﬂ,‘ % VIII' ﬂh\.‘i; 1953, 3‘7'
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along with the recigroesl rights and dutles of ilhe employer and the emp.lcyee.
CPM, then, is striving to bridge the chasm between tue Church
snd the neighborhuod--tev bring tne socisl teawchings of tue Church into the
community through Incuiries, With the emphasis this yeer upon Social
Resjonsibility, they will be concerned with Family Spending, Famiiy Credit,
Security, Old Age, Minority Groups, Housing, Immigration, snd Attitudes
Towird Labor Unions. They will learn about and take action in relation to
these vast and complex problems whose impact on family life is eo aro&t.w
At the Coordinating Committee meeting im January, 1953, when the
Inquiry program wes being plunned, Monsignor Reynold Hillenbrend said: |
Ve mugt, in & humble attitude, lesrn what cur Blessed Lord hus
to teach us sbout working life, sbout industrisl life, asbout economie
1life, becsuse nothing is alien tv the Mystical Body in human life.
There sre many clesr and definite angwers that the Church hag given
to the economic problem, answers which we, until now, may never have

heerd Wt vhich we should know in order to be fully eguipped spostlies
doing the Job that Christ asks of us.t

A .

15 CFM Annusl ;mgm, Chicago, May, 1953, (Introdaction).

16 Statement of Msgr. Hillenbrand quoted in G Annmel Incuiry,
(Introduction).




* CHAPTER 1V
RESULTS IN PARISHES WHEKE CFM OPERATES

~ Using the designated inquiries at CFM meetings throughout the yesr

and motivated by the philosophy just considered, maébsra endeavor to choose
prectical, beneficial :ctions which will bind the community, as well as the
family sand parish, into a closely-knit unit. 8ince the inquiries ar§ the
seme for all groups, so too, many of the resulting actions are similer,
Ve willtcenaider only s small portion of the reported ections of the v&riéul
groupsa. |

:In’an effort to discover some of these actions aﬁd to exchange
idecs among members, the Coordinating Committee sent cut & questiomnaire
preceding the 1953 Convention st Notre Dame. Among the gueries included
were those régarding the nunber of parish sections, the number of couples
in esch saetién, end the number of action groups per section. rinally,
the couples were requested to list some of the asctions resulting from their
inguiries along with the influence exerted eitner on the members or by them.
!raﬁ the results of this questicnnaire & booklet was prepared and distributed
to the attending couples et the annual convention.

As we mentioned before the subject for this year's inquiries is
Social Raeponsibility, and every OBSERVATION, JUDGMENT, and ACTION will follow

that generel theme. Each couple will observe the fundsmental social attitudes

i
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or philososhies which prevail in their community. They will seek to die-
cover the basic problems in the community which meke Christisn living dif-
fioult and then attempt to sclve these problems in & Christian way.
Generally spe&kiﬁg, the main problem 1ls the seculsyism and

individuslism which have permested the life of the family, the parisn, the
community. A New York couple reported previously on ﬁm fundemental probleas
discovered from an inquiiar on SQcial' Responsibility. The first wes that the
Christien family people vere unaware of their dignity as éhriatia.ns, and
aowndly, that they vere unsware of their function ce members of s unit of
soclety. 'fo 1llustrate this sccusation the couple claimed thatl though they
had liv'ed next door to the same people for twelve years, they didn't even
know thelr naawé; they didn't know the pecple upsteire, not even their
children knew each otﬁer, eto.t

\ In Milwaukee a couple resorts that toe neig‘hboﬁiooé’a immediate
‘prehlm is the presmrek on the peopie who Mve rore than twe or three
ahiidz'eé. As one of the parishioners remsrked about a CFM mﬁtber who is
the yl‘athor of six ehildren: 'ih will have & lot. to answer for when he gets
to Heaven for making his wife hm‘re'all those childrcﬁ.*z

Probably one of the most widely-felt actions in Chicsgo wus the

inttiation of the Pre-~-Cana and Cans Conferences ty CPM. Reverend John
Delansy hoid *Days of Renewal® in some of the eity purishes end, with the

proper impetus given by CFM members, there grev the regulsr pre-Cens and

1 Chicsgo Agt, August, 194%, 2.
____?_..IMh
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Cana Conferences.? .

The only Scout Troop for blind girls in the stote of Illinois, and
one of the very few in the entire country, was sponsured by the Chicago
Federction of CPM. Eight totelly biind girls in widely scattered sections
of Chicago were able to enjoy weekly Girl Bcout sctivities because CFM has
agreed to officimlly sponsor the grou; and to guurantee the cheuffeuring of
the émﬁp between their homes znd their meeting place. One housewife had
dreaded this act of service, for she snticipated a feeling of anguish be-
cause of the girls' handicap. However, after sie found thet tihey were so
happy snd so well adjusted to thelr biindness, it becaze & joyful experience
for her and cne which evoked from her prayers of pure thenkfuiness for God's
blessings. This project was later allocated to the Lion's Club, leaving
CM wvorkers free to pnderteﬁw snother mmrprise.‘"

Often CP sections brga-niu Boy and Girl Scout ’troqps in & parish
and supply the scoute with the necessary equipment. Such wes the endesvor
of a Chicago grouy who, in order to reise money for the troop, held & card
party in the parish which wes ﬁn&éei&(.Lly profitebie. The success of this
fund-raising action inilcsted thet the parents were behind the Boy 8ecout
movement, so an additiomsl troop for younger boys wxé forued.?

Pifteen CFM couples in Southwest Chicage report on some of their

3 8tatement of Mrs. Patriek Crowliey, personel interview.

4 Chicago Aot, June, 1550, 1.
perscnal interview,

5 Ibid., 2.




34

-

pfforts during a yearts time. The couples iive in a community which con-

ists chiefly of a veteran's proj ect and is loéated two to three miles from
[he nearest Catholic Church, The families are in the same age bracket; most
b’ them have small children; they are ;wt vealthyj and they depend entirely
hpon each other for many things, especislily recreationm.

The Christiasn Pamily Movewent there is an outgrowth of & Cuna
Bonferéxmo attended ty a few couples who later formed & Cana Caucus. After
h year or so this Csna group svolved into a CFM section whien now has four
ptrong action groups.

Roughly, one-third of the population of this ccmmunity are Catholic.
Intil CFM arrsnged to bave a confessor come cut on Friday evenings, going
o Confession was very difficult because of poor transportation facilities.
ow the men in the group have constructed & confessional.

Catholic school attendance by these children increased from sixty-
Four to 125 in one year. How mueh of this cau be stitributed to the specisl

pifforts of the CFM group csn vnly be estimated, however. One woman in

sarticular was most discouraged by the cost of outfitiing her three little
irls in uniforms. CPM cslled the rectory and worked out a plan vherslty the
other peid for them gradusily &s her budget pemitted‘é

The following incident was related in the October issue of gmerica

Raat years

6 Chicugo Agk, Janusry, 1951, l.
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The most striking story of lay apostoiic work which has come our
vey recently concerns a Catholiel!s Protestant wife who beceme a member
of a New York parish group in the Christien Family Movement. The
couples in the group had chosen for their sociel sction the return to
Sundey Mass of fallen-awsy Catholics.

The Protestant wife set her sights on eighteen Catholic families
‘in & houging project near her home, none of whom went to Chureh,
Within & week she brought three couples to the prlest to have their

" marrieges stralghtened cut, Within three weeks she had suceceeded in
bringing all eighteen families bagk to sttendance at M:uss, and ned
enrclied five couples in the CPM, : :

South Bend ecouples have insugursated a program wihich solves the

Sanday morning baby-sitting problem and increases Msss attendance as well.
It is & ®play church® for youngsters from two to six years of age, #nd it
grew out of sn ingquiry on "Religious Training in the Home.® Every Sunday
church® ig held in & minlature set-up in the besement. The children vest
esch other, take turns as altar boys, act ag saeristans znd ushers., The
altar, vestments, altar vessels, benches are sll reduced in sise so that
they can be esslly handled ly the childrem. Names of the vestments are
taught them as well as some parts of the Mams, prayers and hymms. They
learn the proper way to genufiect and now to bless themselves. Bible
story concludes the ®church hour,® and esch child is given a mimeogrephed
ploture from the story to color at home, In this way he cerries the influ-
ence of the Sunday school into his home,®

Conquering recial prejudice and bresiing down daéyly—rcoteé

tlesed viewpoints is s major effort of ail CFPM groups. In South Bend a

7 ®Ley Apostolste Month,® Americas, XC, October 17, 1953, %9.
8 Chicago Act, February, 1949, 4.
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CPM man hss been esting lunch regularly in the plant cafeteria with & man
who 18 otherwige shunned by his fellow workers becsuse of his race.?

In New Orlesns s group welcomed a Negro family into: s neighborhood
where Negroes ordinarily would xiot be received.lV in Indisna grouy had &
gimiler opportunity with e Negro girl who had come there from the Bzhamss,
Vhen & couple visited her and observed her sincere gratitude, they reslized
how necesgary it ig for Catholics to understand thelr duty es members of
the Mystical Body of Christ. The girl ssid that this was the first tine
daring her three year stay in the United States thet any Catholic person
had ever spoken to her, let alone meke her feel welcome in the ;mrinh.ll

A Christisn Pamily group in San Antonio is meking a sa(rioas study
of raclsl segregation. With the consent of the archbishop of the diocese,
the grouy investigested the reclal policies of Cstholic schools in that srea.
They found that, despite Southern traditicns, more than forty Negroes are
enrclled in three Catholic colleges in San Antonioc. However, thay also
discovered instances where Negro families must send their children fifteen
mileg to grede school while they pass *"White® gchools only s few blockes from
thelr home, A digest of their technigues and findings was tarned cver to

the diocesan suthorities along with sn asssurance that their group would be

9 Chicago Act, December, 1949, 4.
10 Repert of New Orleans, Louisiena, CFM Convention Folder.

11 Report of Connersville, Indiana, CPM Convention Folder,
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ready to assist in the sclution of this probiem in whatever ca@aﬁié}
specified,12 '

In cooperation with the local Couneil of Catholicbﬂcmen, this same
group has printed a leafiet entitled, "These Are Bad Words.® It contains
such words ag "nigger,™ "kike,® "polack,% etc. It further affirms that:

» « » hate of 'minority groups! most often begins in the home.

There it is ususlly communicated by the parents and other adults to
the children in reather off-hand, salmost subeonsclous weys: & word, &

gesture, zn asttitude here and there, In such & manner is formed the
child'e persomelity; it learns contrary to Christ's teachings.d3d
_Another enterprise of the SBan Antonio couples last year deslt with
the subject of birth conircl. The group studied the activities of the
| Planned Parenthood Association Center in their eity, a majority of whose
clients are Catholie, togetner with their copious iiterature in both English
and Spanish. The obvious lack of Catnolie éounter«prppag&nd; pro&gted the
group to contact a Catholic publisher. They supplied the publiebher with a
full set of PPA literature and recelved assurance that it would be fuily
answered in forthcoming Catholic psmphlets. In sddition each couple in the
group has undertateu té exsmine one specific argument advanced ty the PPA
and to provide a clear, concise, documented reply.lA
One ncticn arising from inquirina~during the past year in Houston

vues sn investigation of religious facilities provided for inmates of the

w Ghic&ga M’ uay, 1953; lcf

13 Cited in leafliet, "These Are Bad Words.® Pubiication of
the Ban Antonio Archdivcesan Counell of Catholic Women.

14 Report of Sen Antonio, Texas, June, 1953, CFM Convention
,Oldern '
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&
county jsil. PFrom their observation they .esrned that the Sscrifice of the

Mass wes rarely made svailable to Cathmlica,&;ﬁ tast only on the fifth
8unday of any month in a year were Catholic services allotted. Those in
charge of the jail's sdministretion expressed &« willingnese o comply but
ex lalned that tuey are pressed for time, help, and spyzce. However, a new
county jail is being built which will provide room for the desired reiigious
services.l5

A group in Pond du Lae, Wisconsin, had ¢ discussion on Catholie
education. One of the cnief obstacles to Catholic college education is the
high cost. 48 a result of this meeting the group wrote to severa. Catholie
colleges to obtain information on availsble gcholarashize. A& list of these
seaoclarships was complled and distributed to high school studentailb

The Oklahoma CFM is sponsoring through its zction groups & stute-
wide campuign to locate and help the priests contact the calldren who attend
public school so that they may be given the necessary religious inetructions.
As a follow-up program the educationsl lessons, prepared by the parish sisters,
are provided for the fsmilies in need of them, CFM groups then volunteer
1o check on their pragreaﬁ.lv

In working on the inguiry, *Religious Bducution in tue Home,®
a CPM pection in Wilmette realized that it would be difficultbtc gsecure

informetion from perents in the neighborhcod on that particulsr subject.

15 BReport of Houston, Texas, June, 1953, C#M Convention Folder.

17 BReport of Oklahoms, June, 1953, CFM Convention Folder.
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From the principal of the parish schucl they leurned thet a surgrisingly
lsrge number of children vwho enter school &re.unable to blesg themselves or
say the besic prayers of the Church. The group decided, with the pastor's
| hel) end &pp}@val, to ilst the nsmes of tnose parents who have children
sround the age of three, These parents will recelve un instruction pamphlet,
slong with a note from the pustor suggesting thst the child is old enough to
learn the 8ign of the Cross and the Hail Mary.l®

With "Helgnborhood Responsibility® as & theme, & group in Evanston
found themselves in the midst of sn investigetion into children's sefety in
movie theaters, Results of the first week's observations indicated that the
nelghbors generaily feit no responeibiiity for the children of the neigh-
borncod. Movies, which make up » large part of the children's entertainment,
were judged hagardous for younger children becuuse of the possibility of
fires, molestatiocn, and vendalism., All theater mansgers interviewed hesi-
tated to csll migbehavior problems serious and discoursged sdditional super—
vision. Hovever, the police lieutenunt indicated a different situaticn,.
He aentioned cases of wolestation und suggested there were many more unreport-
ede He sx ressed a willingnese to cooperate completeiy with any civic
endsavor. Action decided upon, then, wag to determine the need as revesled
by the parents themse ves, end sct in &ccord&nco.lg

4 couple on Chicago's West Side wrote of an setion illustrating

“

18 Chicago Apt, Mareh, 1952, 3.
19 Chiﬁ&ﬁﬂ m, May, 1949; l, b
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toeir effortes to erexte & spirit of neigbhboriincss. They hed lived in the
buliding three months snd were not scquainted with their neighbors, so they
decided to have s "get-together® in their apurtment a few days before Christ-
mags Twenty-three invitetions were dropped gt the doorwsys of the other
apartments, end from these tuere were fifteen snswers end three regrets. The
couple reporist

Ve never counted the guests since we were too busgy introdueing and

serving. Evidently they had a good time because many of them were
st11l in the epsertment at 10130, slthough we had marked the invitstions,
7130 to 9330, Other parties and get-togethers have resulted withh the
effect of binding us together as a potentlal working unit. Now con-
ducting the absggvatiuns have becume essy und we are no ionger vieved
with susplclon.

CFM menbers in Providence, Rhode Island, list three actions on
vitel issues. To eute the housing problem in thelr sres they made contacts
with Providence lumber yards for bullding materials at reduced prices for
use in the cooperstive housing project, The Federul Housing Authority
offered its assistance.

For mothers who have no one to care for their childrem during an
illness, operaticn, or meterniiy case, this same group set up a ®family
esaistance,® 7The CMY furnishes voluntesr women who msnage the househcld
and cere for the childrem during the period of hospitslizetion and con-
valescence,

As a partliel solution to the leisure time problexs of workingmen's

families, the Providence group leesed a fifty-three acre vwooded aree with -

20 Ibid., 3.
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Fialda vhich will be developed into & fsmily c&mp.21
After reeding in Act of a revmlving.fund established to enablie &
taa to meke the down payment on a smell house, éncth&r Eroup reported on an
petion which took plece some time ago. A famliy with & large number of
fpildren wus dispossessed and nad no place to go, 80 tuls group losned the
father of the family encugh money without interest to make & down payment

n & house. Then members of the group helped paint the house and get it in
rrdar. The family involved was not Catholic.<2

A twenty-geven baed hospitsl to serve the needs of a cummunity of
‘eventeen thousand colored people ig the object of attentlon Wy a CFM

group waich had slso enlisted the sid of «ll other Norith Shore Chiesgo
gectiona. To raise funds for this hospitsl, which depends primarily on its
xoager ghere of Community Chest contributions for support, & benefit ilecture
Yas held, .roviding & buost in lts fineneisl stutus. CPM people are s.su
onating thelr services at the hospital ss Nurses' Aids or in some other
%a@aeity.23

Many groups regularly colleet magazines from their members aund
distribute them to nearby hospitals. Others report thet thqy vigit & mental
Tistitution in their vicinity, either to offer anaistapco or encouragement

Ta the pstients. Closely connected with this type of action is cne reported

21 Chicego Aghs Pebruary, 1949, 4e

23 Ibid.
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bty &« Pond du Lae group. The subject of a recesnt imcuiry was the pf;blam of
loneliness in families, articulariy smong agéd peopie. The resulting asetion
wig visiting the lonely, inviting them to their homes, und trying to interest
them in parish activities.z&

¥hile living in & housing project CFM mambers in Detroit have
found a number of familles who need the basic necessitles--food, eclotking,
and gympethy. 8ince theg themselves did not have an sbundance of materisl
goods, this group deeided that if they couldn't afford to give, they could
at laaaﬁ share. They have collected clothiing and distributed it to msny
needy cerszons. As & result of thelir exsmple they report that others in the
neighborhood have caught the idea and are lending & helping rend.?? another
example of & group giving assistance where it is needed is in Sen Antonio,
waere, for the past two years, they have been supporting & lsger in
1oprcsarium.26

CP groups in Manhatten sre working on numercus projects. Books
have been colleected for the Philippines, men'!s clotulng for Friendship House,
reading material and puzzies for the Veteran's Hospitsl.

In conjunction with the general ingquiry theme, “Econumics of the
Pamily,® the Manhatten section has been successful in obtaining thie services

of a pediztrician for a housing development nelghborhood. The importent

2/, Chiesge Agh, December, 1951, 4.

25 Ibid., 1. )
26 Ghicaga ﬁ.gt. K;Krch' 1952, B'o
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feature of the plen is that the pediatriciaen's fees will be geared ‘m the
number of children in the fumily, instead of %.no full fee for esch child
treated. Furthermore, it is & project in which the whole neignborhood msy
benefit. Another medical service is the securing of & low flat-pate for
obstetrical cere for CPM fumilies and other femilies a#z«:mg teir contacts,
One syecislist has agreed to take the initial step of reduciné Lis fees.¥
A Home Managewent Service is in operation in Chicago waeve the
problem of homemeking end managing small children is & serious one while
mothers are 1n the hospitsl or otherwise incapecitated. The CPM section
acivertisad for practical nurses end experienced homemsxers and now have & |
list of Q&pabs.é vomen who sre avallable for such work at & price which is
undpr the nelighborhood rate.?® In one parish & group volunteered to care
for & nun-Catholic woman dying of cancer, who wasn!t financieily sble to
enploy a nurse, One CFM woman steyed with the patient antil ber husbend
returned from work im the evening, while ancother woulid prepare and bring in
the evening mesl, This service continued until the woman's death several
konths Later,??

In discussing the Parabie of the Good Bemsritan, & North Dakota
pouple reported that in the outskirts of town, & wmoy, motner of three small

kuildren, wae forced to carry all her water for drinking and washing because

27 Chicago Agt, May, 1951, 4.
28 Chiocagou Act, June, 1950, 2.

29 Btatement of CFM members, personal interview.
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bher well had become contaminated. The group took as their gospel ;ctian
tue testing and cleaning of the women's uell.. The men in the group went teo
ber home on a Fridey evening lumediately alter work. By the time it vas
dark, the cleaning job was completed‘za

A slmiler tyyse of nelghboriy action oceurred in ¥Willow Run,
Michigen, where the couples resided in & trunsient housing section., Recently,
one of the nearbty apertments had been demolished by fire, .eaving the fumily
almost destitute. CFMM ocouples provided bedding and other necessary
assistance.

One group in Huntington, Indiana, conducted an ection in helping
& mesber ﬂﬁo was stricken with polio. With the funds seeured by sponsoring
& psnoske supper, the group purchused an automstic heating plant for the
fanily and installed it in the home.?

By sending & CARE package to Germany e CFM section learned of the
plight of a particular family who sent their gratitude. The U.S. Army
confirmed the resl desperation of this family, consisting of & widow and her
three children. The mecticn adopted the family snd continued to send
clothing and shoes regularly. Sometime later they learned that the mother
hail died, lesving the children in the casre of sn uncle who is supporting

his own femily and an sged mother. Only recently relsased from s Bussian

3¢ Chiocugo get, July, 1952, 2.
31 ZXbid.

32 Report of Huntingtom, Indian., June, 1953, CFM Convention
Folder.
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work cemp, the uncle now esras enough for bare subsistence for his enisrged
famiiy.33 :

A group on the North side of Chicago, with the cooperstion of the
local newspaper editor, compiled the names and addresses of all tue service
man in the community., 4 copy of the local newspaper is mailed to them as
soon a8 it is published. The CFM group handle tne mechanies of the msiling
process, while civie lesders in the community help defray meiling ccsts.34

Through the efforts of CFM, combined with the elfectiveness of a
noted griest-lecturer, Scuth Bend now nas a school for mentslly retarded
cunildren vhich has received state-wide prominence. The priest delivered é
lecture on what could and should be done to further the developnment of the
retarded child, while CFft secured the coopsration of several local grouys.
Now msny of the civie clubs eituer pay the teacher's sslury or provide the
needed aysce, At the schuol there sre forty-sevem pupils and a long
waiting list. The school follows an scademioc progran whickh 1s fitted to the
needs of each ehild. Aleo lncluded In the curricuium &xw%gmah setivities
88 planc lessons, knltting, art work, snd ceramics,>3 th; £ame grouay huve
requested their congressuen to amend the "Phyeically Hendicapped Children's

Education Act of 1950" to include the twu million mentally retarded childrenm

33 Chicugo Act, October, 1950, 1.
34 Chicago Agt, March, 1952, 3.
35 %ieﬁg@ M' Kay, ;yﬁl, 3-
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in this country in its coverage.3®

Vocational ccunseling has evolved a8 'me action fram the un~
gaployment inquiry in one CFM section. As & starter an expert in career
J/ounsaling was agked to spesk to all interested parents end grammar school,

High school, and college graduates. Further development of vocational

aidance 1g contemplated on some kind of & parish busis., CFM members belleve
aat the experience and tslent of parisbioners in varicus professions snd

elds of business couid be utilized to inform the youth of the parish of

0

ppparstive job possibilities, prerequisites, and the advanizges and dis-
adiventeges of the different ccc‘u;mtions.m

Teen-sge recreation is & growing concern to CMM parents as it is
tl: the rest of the nation. From sn inquiry on recrestion CFM members in
Gicago found that thelr locel park wes not being useds The "Dukes,” a
ghng of teen~agers had wsrked off the sidewalk in the psrk ss "Duke terri-
thry.® Adults snd youngsters alike fesred these neighborhcod terrorists.
Mbst familles solved the problem simply by keeping their children away from
the park, but CPM members decided upon & positive action. Realizing that
they couidn?t lick the situation sione, a committee of gix oontacted repre-
spntatives of other groups in the community-~two other Catholie Churcnes,

spven Protestant churches, the f‘l‘&‘ 8, «nd the neighborhovod improvement

_ 36 Report of South Bend, Indisn., June, 1953, CPM Convention
Fblderx,

37 Chicago het, October, 1950, 4.
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associations. As & resuit a permanent orgenisation wes formed with a CFM -
menber as chairman., Tue ccuncil won adeguute police protection, compelling
the "Dukes® to disperse snd meking the avea safe once more., The park dis-
| triet has insteiled better lignting end repalred the drinking fountain and
‘teﬂnia ccurts. The council plans to continue even after tne perk ie in
condition & & recrestion center.33

In snother Chicago psrish a similer action, which started with a
slaple resolution to repslr suower room facilitles in the school gym, re-
sulted in & ;iammmt recrestional program. & part-time cosch and volunteer
supurvigors now make the gym avaliable to older buys once during the week
and to grammar school boys on S&m;*@agya. Previcusly, becsuse of luck of
| supervision, tie gym was seldom uaa& &nd youthful exubersnece over{lowed
ioto sctes of vandelism. With the present program the group reports toet
diseizlinary problems have slmost disappesred.’?

Rearly every ,arish priest is fuced with the difficulty of
keeping Catiiolic youtbs atlending non-Catholic high sehools and colieges
interested in religicus instruction clusses. In the krahdiocwa‘ ¢f Chicago
Chi-Bho clubs have been formed for this purpose im msny parishes, and in one
parish CPM has assumed the responsibiiity of boosting sttendanee numbers.

Previously, the aversge attendance recurd was less then twenty cut of &

38 Chiocago Act, Msy, 1952, 1.
39 Chiongo Act, July, 1952, 7.
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poseible 125 boye snd giris. The seciion members personally contacted
seventy-five "ghculd-be" members and rsport thet the weekly averuge was
raised to fifty. |

‘fhav social part of the meeting is nov entrusted to CF, end the
section couples each take thelr turm in planning snd supervising toe pro-
gramge. Color movies, such as thome produced by Pan-American Airways, dance
exhibitions by Arthur Marray couples, sctive games, quiz contests, and
group singlag are the most popular sctivities, CPM is still contecting
prosuective members snd working for one hundred per cent attendance.4Y

Tae Chicago Federation's inguiry on "Politics® resulted in seversl
actions simed to boost the registration rate. CFH members t00k setive
steps to encourage neighborhood registration, end then stimulated interest
and discussion sbout the various candidates for office. Many secticns
invited the candidates to spesk before different groups in the community.4l
One couple in Indlans ‘vaa instrumental in getting a sixty-six year old
person tc vote for the first time,%2

The sttention of & group in one of Chicago's mwrbs-wks drawn
to & neighborhood family in dire need of home nursing care. - The mother wag
very illy, so CMM wives cared for her dally and cooked for ihe family. 4s

this progressed the women decided that one of their group should tske a

41 Btstement of Mrs. Patrick Crowley, personsl interview,

42 BReport of Indisnspolls, Indiuns, June, 1953, CPM Convention
Folder.
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home nursing ccurse with the Nationul Red Cross. 1In the evoluticn of this
vork the discovery was mude that the suburb 1;%1? did not have any type of
a Civil Defense crganization. With the home nursing progrem ss a nucleus,
this group has joined with the e¢ivil authorities in organising an efflcient
and sdequate Civil Defense.*’

A North side group reports that they were faced with & very
serious newsgpsper problem in their nelghborkcods A locel newspsper feutured
& column filled with the more lurid and distesteful type of news. As an
action they contacted the editor of this paper and offexed to supply nim
vith & sﬁrtieient amount of vwholesome news 1f he would stop printing the
wore gensatlonal. The eaditor accepted and, aecerding"“tb the group's report,
the plan seems to be working out, 4%

In carrying cut the work of the lay apostolate, CPM relieves tue
priest of many time-consuming obligsations and essigts him in organizing end
zaintaining parish functions. Several pasiors have observed that the CFM
|members in tiheir parishes integrate and resctivate other parish societies
and usually accept and fulfill the regponsibiiities as officers. Distri-
buting the pariss bulletin, addressing and sending confirmation invitations,
and various other types of clericel incidentals, are just a few of the wuys
in which CFM hag serviced the parish priest.

43 Chleago det, December, 1951, 3.
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A8 a result of tue inquiry, ®The Femily in the Parish®, &‘ group
in Gali;‘omia revived tie dying custum of & yé&rly perish picnic. Together
with other ramilies in the parish, they promoted a very succesaful pleniec
which drew five nundred persons, nearly ocme~-tuird of the ;mrish."*f' Other
groups are sponsoriug parisn librariea, managing pauwphlet racks, and dis-
tributing leaflet missals.
A/A section in South Bend is writing & parish booklet which will be
given to neweomers tc acguaint them with the prieste and the facilities of
the pariah.‘w In Chicsgo one parish seotion is aiding new parishioners by
"bearing a cake or & pie or something more tengibie than just a grin.*47 In
laddition they are given a typed 1ist enumerating recommended "sittere® and
rdomentic bely, practicallnursw,v and information on the neignborhcod, e.g.,
location of eshops, themters, ete. If the newcomers are Catholic, they are
rged to register at the parish rectoryj if they are non‘-cu.tholic, data
[og&rding their church are aiven.“g
& sectivn in Wilmette atarted a group of elghth grade students
rmo follov a program similer to CPM. The couples report that the children
[:: beginning to understand the terms and tc feel the mrmm of CPM by

ing part and perfomming asctions themselves. This Pjunior® organizetion

45 Chicago Aect, July, 1952, 2.
46 Chicago jot, May, 1953, 3.
47 Chicego het, May, 1949, 1.
48 Ibid.
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-
ie intended to keep children and teen-sgers interested in parish sctivities--
especi&lly if they sttend several different nigh schcols--and a8 & tralning
program for future CPM members.4Y

The far-resching effects of CFM sre noted in the reports contained

in the 1953 Convention folder. Of the three sections listed from Japsn,

one group mentioned thet some of thelr meebings are beld in tue Compounds

of thé Paiace of the Crown Prince, whose Chanberlaln is & menber. Another
person in that sume section 1s the daughiter-in~lew of the Prime Minister,

and another, the niece of the Enpraw.m The Japenese groups are endemvoring
to follow the same program &s the Azericans. |

The effect of the Christian Pamily Movement on easch individual

menber ipg difficult to measure. The resl depth of the wovement csn be .
feit only Ly the members themselves but they, in turn, influence their
perticular family, parish, and neighborhoods A4 grouy in Msgon, Georgla,
has exyresged it in the following way:

How privileged we feel-~this new section, the first in Macon,
Gecrgia--to be inciuded in this vitsl Movement! 8o deeply have the
membera of thie section been affected and to such &n extent have we
felt the influence of CFM in cur everydsy lives, that it's hard to
realize velre only & few months old, [After the first meting} N
ve ceine avy Teeling s unity of purpose, an enthusiasm that has
toilt itself higher with each succeeding meeting . . « Carrying

out thhe actions has shown us what can be accomplished by just seven
couples and has aleo made us avere of the need of enliisting others,

49 Statement of Mrs. Patrick Crowley, personal interview.

5. Report of Tokyo, Japan, July, 19:%, CM Convention Folder.
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particularly so becsuse of the grest field for spostolic work ‘in
Georgle . . . 52 .

In Kenumore, Haviork, the members feel that the kzeetings have
helped their individuel families in meny ways, end es.ecislly have made tuem
uore conscious of their duties &nd resyonsibilities as Christinns,52
The Chaplain in Hontréal, Qﬁebeu, noted with satisfaotion that none
of the CPY couples had previously known esch other and were scon bound
together in & friendly union of understanding and sympa.thj. 8evei'al members
remarked, *Tuis is the first Catuollc society that asims at knpihg married
couples together,"53
Members of 8 Toronto, Canads, section relate that the seotion is
now one year old snd they sre still full :»f entiupiaem, Thay began with
seven members who have persevered and who now exuress & feeling of close
relationahiy with each other and a realization of iife's purpose. "We
&hava lesrned, at least ‘a 1ittle, of how each individusl fits into ’God'a plan
fof things.*54 |
All of the 6oupis.ea in New Orleans agree tust Cﬂl heg shown them
their pereonal resyonsibility to others snd ", . . we mow have & glimmer of

jbat 1t weans to be a full-time Uatholic. We sre schieving & closer unity
Mth Christ and wonder how we ever manzged before Cm."”,

51 Report of Macwn, Georgla, June, 1953, CPM Convention PFoulder,
52 Beport of Kenmore, New York, June, 1953, CFM Convention Folder.
53 Report of Montreal, (uebec, June, 1953, CPM Convention Folder.
54 Report of Toronto, Cansds, June, 1953, CFM Convention Folder.
55 Report of New Orleans, Louisians, June, 1953, CMM Convention

“older.
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& ohaplain in Grand Rapids beiieves that CFM helps to set the tune
of the parish. 'It‘develops poople with the riéht attitude, people wio
think with the Church."56

Resulte are lese appurent, but eventually more productive, in
parighes naving & heterogeneous, underprivileged, or spiritually apatnetic
population. These groups sometimes do nbt understand snd, therefore, are
nqt impressed with the importsnce of religion in thelir delly lives. To
expluin the meaning of the Mystical Body snd each individual's purticipation
in that Body of Christ is perhepe the moet difficult step in their educational
process. (Once a‘cartain smount of understanding is schleved, thelr eagerness
and sincerity often surpasses thet of their more fortunate brethren. In
cases where they have become ﬁpiritually lax, smelioration of thelr condition,
then, is a chief concern. However, the truths of the Mystlcal Body sare not
easily fathomed, especizlly by those whose religlous education has been
neglected, and so, this eniightenment is sometimes long in forthcoming.
CP¥ wss introduced into two such parishes in Chicugo--purishes
whose msmbers were unfemlliier with the principles of Christian merriage end
faxily life. There were, snd still are, several éougies vhuse marriages
have not been sunctioned bty the Catholie Church, but through the efforts of
[CP, scie have been faiid&teﬁ and others are vorking towerd that same purpose.

rOne couple, i.z; particular, submitted to quml preseriptions, in order to

56 Report of Grand Rapids, Miehigun, June, 1953, CP Convention
?Qldar .
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receive the blessing of the Church, u«nd presentiy, sre active members of
crit. 57 Not &1l endesvors ars as obviously successful, but, nevertheliess,

they ere & genuine contribution to thie furtbersnce of Christian living.

87 Stutement of Mra. Patrick Croviey, personal interview,




CHAPTER V
EVALUATION AND CUNCLUSION

The essurance of the flourishing ectivity of the Christiasn Family
Movement is exemplified by the members of the clergy who have expressed &
desire for its continusnce. Priests in varlous cspaclitles are encouraging
CFM leaders snd members by thelr preyers and laudsble comments. On February
10, 1953, the Coordinsting Coumittee received a letter from the Papal Secre-
tary of State, G.B., Montinl, invoking " . . . God's blessing upon your wvork,
and I prey that . . . the praise-woertny efforts of the CFM msy be crowned
vith & congoling meesure of spiritusl frait. st

An Australisn biabop, spxious to insugurste CPM in bis diccese,
writess "I still think that the most valuable experience of my trip last
year wag contact with the Christian Family Movement. '2

4 bishop from Caneds hes reguested CFM booklets in order to
promote its development in his divcese,

From one of the scuthern stetes & bishop desceribed the role of

CM in tiis fashions ®™fou members of family groups become, ag it were,

1 GChicego-got, May, 1953, 1.
2 Chicago Agh, May, 1952, 2.
3 Inid.
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sacremontals to those ercund you,%4

The Chancellor of u large diccese, who reviews more than one
hundred cases of broken mrriag‘em esch week, hss eveluated the movement thusa

This work, sc heppily sterted s few yeers ago end so successfuily

econtinued, is going to prosper-—in hegpiness for yourseives and in the
gupport you can give to others. If & minurity of pagsns can convince
people that marriage can't last, why cen't ve turn the tables and tell
taen marriege CAN LAST? Let's accentuate tue positive.?

4 Benedictine ibbot in the Bouth writes that he has folloved the
growth of CPM with interest and is gnxious t.‘hét it continue 4o prosper. Ais
superior of swe_nty«—‘hhrea priests and ninety seminzrians he is encouraging
the study and orgunization of tne movemmt.é

| Commenting on CFM, a university president dea#ribea the movement
&8s "ome of the most providentlal thinge tust is heppening in the United
States today. If we get cwmizod parents in this eovuntry, as I think we
¥ill, it will probably come a8 a result of this movement."?

The 1dea of CFM seems to be suited to the needs of families in
all envircnments, the world over. A Carmelite priest from Lims, Peru,

requested CFM informstion and waterials waich he felt was indispensable in

his work with families there.S

‘Chicago fct, July, 1¥352, 1.
Chicago Act, May, 1951, 1
Cuicago Agl, May, 1953, 2
Chicugo fgt, July, 1952, 7.
Chicago Actk, May, 1951, 1
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b feature story on CFM eppenred in one cof the southern Catholie

papers siteting that *CFM meetings are gesred te creste s dee; sense of

humility and s strong determination to act.®?

The chapleins of CFM were reduested tc give thelr resctions us

gpiritual directors of the movement,

*sfter Msss, the Szerscents; and breviary, this is the flnest

priestly work, involving real and methodical s;diritusl direction.®

®. few lay aposties . ., . cun be & leaven in the perish.®

"Your sersions snd even persocmel contact with families will never

do the good in their iives that CFM does.®

®CPM gets religion over tiue Communion reil and into peoples!

lives.#1d

When questioned about the effect of CFM on the families, the

cheplains listed veried replies and thepe are enumerated in order of their

frequencys

1.
-
3.
do
5e
6.
T

Greater unity «s a recult of better understanding

More family prayer

Christian streosphere in the home

Awgreness of family's respongibilities in tue parish and community
Improved treining end education of children in the home

Better families

Better fewiiy recrestionld

Reporting on the effect of CPM vutside the family, taree-fourthe

9 GQuoted in Act, October, 1953, 1.
10 Chicago fct, July, 1952, §.
11 Ibid.
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of the chaplains noted a definite change in the parish and tbir¢y~f;ur per
cent observed a noticesble effect on the oomm&nity.lz

One of the leaders of CFM reletes that the chiel obstacles to the
grovih of the movement is the unwillingness of sume pastors to permit 1ts
inaugurstion in thelr parishes. The reason given most freguently by tuese
prieste is thet there are enough societlies in the parish #nd that greater
nembersalp in the slready-~functioning societiez, and not the crezticn of
new socleties, is the approecn to tiie solution. CFM members ccntend that
through the existence of the Christian Femily Moversent in & perish, otier
societisos zlso benefit. Bometimes the pastor is convinced Wy observing and
somparing groups in other parishes, but m&hy remain unconvinced ard will
reed wore assuring proofl of the efficacy of tue movenent.+?

We have seen that the exlgencies of the f&mily todsy demand &
gpirituul re-blrth and stimuletion of ®neighborly consciousness.® Father
Dennie Gesney, 0.8.4., reminded CPM members recently that ®there is no
guch thing es & self-conteined famiky.'lﬁ Fanilies must work interdependently
to bring the femilies of the community beck to Christ, regzrdless of race,
| color, creed, oconomic status, intellectusl or cultursl beackground., This

task will not be aqcempli&hed in just a few yeors or Yy any one group; nor

~

12 1bid,

13 Btatement of CFM member, perscnal interview.

14 OGtatement of Father Geaney at Motre Dame Convention, June,
1953,
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tion toward

It is the author's opinion thet CFM is meking & definite cuntribu
| tuls gosl by striving to unify sll Christisns into the bond of love witkin

the Mysticel Body, ly making Curist the center of tue nome, snd by their

efforts to restore tie sacramental nature of matrisony.
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