nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Loyola University Chicago

Loyola eCommons
Master's Theses Theses and Dissertations
1958

A Study of Selected Social and Economic Factors in the
Formation of a Religious Vocation

Jerome Francis Bowman
Loyola University Chicago

Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses

b Part of the Sociology Commons

Recommended Citation

Bowman, Jerome Francis, "A Study of Selected Social and Economic Factors in the Formation of a
Religious Vocation " (1958). Master's Theses. 1365.

https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses/1365

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Theses and Dissertations at Loyola eCommons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of Loyola eCommons. For more
information, please contact ecommons@luc.edu.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.
Copyright © 1958 Jerome Francis Bowman


https://ecommons.luc.edu/
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses
https://ecommons.luc.edu/td
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses?utm_source=ecommons.luc.edu%2Fluc_theses%2F1365&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/416?utm_source=ecommons.luc.edu%2Fluc_theses%2F1365&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses/1365?utm_source=ecommons.luc.edu%2Fluc_theses%2F1365&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ecommons@luc.edu
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

A STUDY OF SELECTED SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS
IN THE FORMATION OF A RELIGIOUS VOCATION

by

Jerome Francis Bowman, S.J.

A Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of the Graduate School
of Loyola University in Partial Fulfillment of
the Redqulrements for the Degree of

Master of Arts

July
1958




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter

I‘ LI;&ITAE‘IONS OP TE:IE STU}:}Y Q. » L] L) [ 3 - - - » » . * L] L
Defense of religious soclology-~Utility of voecation
studles«=0bjectives of this study«-Desoription and
limltations of group belng investigated-=Method eme
ployed in this study

II. RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 4 o o o o o s s 5 ¢ o &
Daseription of questionnaire~«Method to be used in

reporting~-~Data on home and familye~Data on school
and parish=-Data on other areas of iIinfluence

ITI, THE JESUIT VOCATION IN PROFILE & o o s« o s o o » +» »
Summary of findings
IVey UTILITY OF THE STUDY o o o o ® o 5 5 2 2 2 ¢ ¢ ¢ o »
Implications made expliclt~~Questions and musingsse
Oldest predominate-~high average agew~~Irish and Ger-
man predominate-«High Income families~-Parentgt! gle
lence on subject of vocations-«Influence of extra=
curricular participatione-Few with regular confessor
Age at which vocation is flrst considersdesLack of
information on voecations~«Conclusion.
BIBLIOGRAPIIY!Q'OIdtvOiQOO'QCitlaOtiti
APP?QNDIXO'QCQ.ODC..Q.0&'.0000“6!

Sample of questionnaire used

‘iv

10

67

72

79
82




Table
I
II.
IIl.

Iv.,
Ve
VI,
VII.
VIII.
IX.
X
XI.
XII.
XIII.

XIV,

XV,
XVI.
XVIiI,
XVIII.
XIX.
XX,
XXI.

LIST OF TABLES

A{}EATTIMOFMTRANGE&.;..n.nno-o:
SQIZE OF PAMILY 4+ o o ¢ o ¢ o 6 s s » ¢ 2 s s & »

PERSONS BY WHOM JESUIT WAS RIARED DURING GRADE SCHOOL

YEARS - [ ] L] » . . = . * » L] - * . - * ¢ & @ » »

BIRTHPLACE OF PARENTS o o o o » & 5 o » o ¢ o o &
ANCESTRY OF NATIVE«BORN PARENTS &« o o » ¢ o o »+ o
SIZE OF COMMUNITY IN WHICH REARED o o o & o o o o
TYPE OF DWELLING IN WHICH RESPONDENT WAS REARED .
FATHER!S ANNUAL INCOME o+ o o ¢ s ¢ o v & ¢ & ¢ »
FATHER'S OQCCUPATION o o o o o o o s » ¢ s ¢« s » &
PAMILIES OWNING AUTOMOBILES « o o s o ¢ s & s o o
VACATION PRACTICES o+ o o o s o s & 2 = o o & o @
THE EMPLOYMENT OF DOMESTIC HELP IN THE HOME o «

PARENTS PRACTICING CATHOLICS, BORN CATHOLICS,
CONVERTS AND APOSTATES o« o o & s & ¢ & o o ¢ » &

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH PARENTS SPOKE OF DESIRABILITY
OF A VOCATIOE ® 8 5 & 8 % & % & B B B & » & s @

PARENTAL REACTION TO VOCATION 4 o o o » o o o & o
REASONS FOR PARENTAL OPPOSITION o « o o o o o o o
INFLUENCE OF RELATIVES IN RELIGION ON VOCATION .
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL OF PARENTS o o o ¢ s o o ¢ o o
EVALUATION OF HOME CONDITIONS 4 o s ¢« o » s o o &
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY OF RESPONDENTS o o o « o & &
ATTENDANCE OF SCHOOL~SPONSORED EVERTS « o o o « »

v

.

»

-

»

4
L

]

Page
13
16
19

21
22
24

27
29
31
31
31

34

39
39
41
42
43
44
45a
48




vi

LIST OF TABLEZ (CONTINUED)
Table Page
XXII. PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES ¢ o o o » 49
XXIII, CLECTIVE OR APPOINTIVE OFFICES HELD IN HIGH SCHOOL < 6O
XXIV. FINANCIAL STATUS AND PURCHASING HABITS OF RESPONDENTS 68
XXV. PARTICIPATION IN ATULETICS o s o » o s o s o » o » o 56

¥XVI., AGE OF FIRST SERIOUS CONSIDERATION OF 1) THE PRIESTw
ﬁOOD:Z)T}BﬁJESUITS & B & B B B s & B K & 5 M ® ¥ & b8

XXVII, HOME=SCHOOL CONTRIBUTION TO VOCATION & ¢ o« o o« o o » 60

XXVIII. OPINION OR THE AMOUNT OF "VOCATION TALK™ ARQUND THE
HIGH SCHOOL o o o o » o s & # 8 ¢ » v ¢ % ¢« » o+ o o 68

XXIX, INPLUENCE OF GRADE SCHOOL TEACHERS 4 o ¢ o ¢« o ¢ o o 066




CHAPTER I
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

Anyone doing research in the fleld of religlous scclology will
do well to steel himself in advance for a good deal of frustration.
The proper objects of his study, being religious phenomena as well
as socliological, will show the influence of causes which are ocute
side ths scoﬁa of the social sclences, Even the exlstence of theaey
causes 1s not subject to proof by natural reason, To appeal to
these causes and to their operations for an explanation of soclol-
logical phenomensa would be to leave the area proper to the sociole
oglist and enter that of the theologian, And yet, a socliologist
who has sertitude concerning the operation of these factors from
some source other than sociology would be foolish to close his eyeq
to thelr exlstence, Hls best approach seems to be to go ahead and
use the tools avallable to his dlscipline, while at the same time
remembering that some of the faets which his research will uncover
may prove to be not only unexpected, but also unexplainsable,

This approach seems to be especially appropriate to the study
of religious vocations, When we try to explain why it is that one
person decides to follow the way of life of a prlest or religious
while another person does not, we come faces-to-face with some very

unexpected data., People whose exterior conduct certainly would
1 .
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would never cause one to label them as likely candidates for & semw
inary will suddenly announce that they are departing for the novite
iate, Then others, whose obvious plety leads many to conclude that
they eventually will be studying for the priesthood, follow some
other way of life, Thess unexpected and almost paradoxical events
have lefd many an investigator to resort to the Deus ex machina exw
planation that "God's ways are not men's ways,” He senses the ope
eration of other than naturael causes and despalirs of uncovering any
truth about the object of his study.

It 1s because of these causes too that maxy people object to
anything smacking of a scientiflic investigation of a religlous voe
cation, The sociologist who would attempt to discover natural face
tors which might contribute to the formation or development of a
religious vocation is accused of trying to "measure the Holy
Spirit."l Others quote St. Paul when they say "the world's wisdom
is stupldity in God's estimata."2 This 1s taken to mean fﬁat the
soclologist 1s doomed to failure in his attempts to galn more

knowledge of the formation of the vocation, Other opponents of

soclological investigation say that God's grace 1s operative in th
case of religious vocations and that this factor cannot be measure

by human standards,

1R, Mols, "Croissance et limites de la sociologzie religieuse" ]
Nouvelle Revue Theologique, LXX (February 1955), 156=167

2rirst Corinthians 3319
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These and similar objections are made to all forme of investe
igation that the sociologzy of religion might take, They have a
certain anmount of validity to them and must be faced and answered,
In an article of a few years back, Father R. Mols, the French so¢-
iologiet, had this to say as a general r sbuttal to these objJoow
tionag

One must not forget that God, tha author of the supernatural,

igs also the author of the natural order and of all its laws,

God, having willed the free cooperation of man in the growth

of His Kingdom, respects t he Intelligent action of man or the

lack of 1t o, o « Nelther should one forget that the holiness
noeeded In the apostolate to further the growth of the Xingdom
of God muat include a strong effort to dlacern the laws by
which Providence governs the world, and the effort to adapt
one's actions to them,

The words of the Vatican Councll too, it sesms can be applied
here, The Councll points out the utility of investigating even the
most profound mysteries and recommends further and deeper study,
If the supreme lagislative body of the Church sess it to recommend
study and investigation of such truths as the Trinity and the Ine
carnation, we can certainly make the transfer of thls recommendae
tion to the subject of religious vocatlions and proceed with confie
dence, and the hope of some success, The fact that here too there
is a mystery involved should not dissuade us,

In addition to the encouragement glven impliecitly by the Vate
ican Council, we can also get hope for success from the very naturd

of & religlous vocation itself, Father Franscis Xavier Werns, B.J.+

3nols, 156
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former general of the Soclety of Jesus had the followlng to say:

"Phe inspiringz force of a vocation 1s twofold; one 1s God Himself,
the principal inspiration; the other is man, a secondary cause and
the instrument of God."% It is thls secondary cause, the influencq
of men and events, that the sociologist investigates, and there 1is
no reason why he cannot arrive at a reasonably complete knowledge
of how these influences operate,

For quite some time now, religious orders have realized that
there is more to a vocation than the call from Almighty God. Reald
izing this, they have glven their attentlon to the secondary cause|]
the influ&nee of men, They have correctly concluded that 1f there
is a shortage of vocationa; the fault or blame cannot be laid abt
the primary source, b ecause the inspiration of God ls never want-
ing, They further conclude that there must be something wrong with
the way men go sabout finding and preserving vocations,

Today every religlious order and most dloceses have mén app.
pointed whose main task 1s the recruiting of vocations, For the
most part, these men have taken advantage of the sclentific data
available on whence vocatlons come., They have realized that "per=-
sonal opinion on this matter as well as subjective evaluations are

not sclentific expressions of the actual conditiona.“5

YYernz, S.J., Francis Xavier, "Letter to the Italian Assist~
ancy”, Acta Romana Jesulta, III, ls8

550seph H, Fichter, S.J.,, Soclal Relations in the Urban Parls
(Chicago 1954), 242 '
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The big question facing these recruiters is, “Hav do we get
more boys and girls interested in the Service of God?™ More should
be done., Some say "Advertisel" Others say "Instructi" Another
group says "Persuadei"® No matter what the approach followed, the
same problem is common to all, It is the problem of knowling just
where to foocus the recrulting campaign, What is the area most
likely to produce results? Where will there be the greatest saleq
receptivity? In industrial sales campaigns, sales analysts study
all possible areas or reglons in which thelr product can be mare
keted, They decide which locallty or class of customer 1s most
likely to purchase thelir product and then they slant their advere
tising and foous thelr campaign in this direction. If the "childe
ren of this world" find thils approach productive, why cannot the
"ehildren of light™ follow suit?? 1f 1t 1s discovered that & cere

tain type of family produces vocations, why can't we focus our
attention on this type of family. A second reaction to sgah a diss
covery might also be the encouragement of other fanilies tod evelop
within their group the virtues and practices whlch are found to be

present in our hypothetical vocation-producing family. Before we

1fGodrrey Poage, C.P., For More Vocations (Milwaukee, 1954),
Pe V

7John Fitzsimons, "Progress in Religlous Sociology", Clergy
Review, XLI (October 1956), p. 584, Here we have another &rgument
In Tavor of the use of sociologlcal tools in the furthering of sup-s
ernatural goals, i,e., the "children of this world" use them in J
thelr work, Thls is admittedly not a strong argument, but it coul

have utility in certaln quarterse.
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can do this, however, we must first find out what some of the charT

acteristics of this family are. This will be one of the primary
objectives of this study.

Besides the family, other areas and soclal institutions will
be given some attention. What kind of school does the priesthood
candidate attend? What are his extracﬁrricular interests and ocous
pations? These are only a sample of the type of‘information that
has been sought for concerning candidates for the Roman Catholic
priesthood in the United Sattes.

A particular group of these candidates has been galected; and
for thls reason any conclusions arrived at will ¢laim validity foq
only & limited segment of the clergy. The group selected is com=
posed of all those who entersd and persevered in the Socliety of
Jesus during the filve year period, 1929-1955. The study is furthed
limited to those who entered the Chicago and Detrolt Provinces of
this religious order., A word or two about the Soclety of Jesus and
these two Provinces will certalnly give the reader a clearer pice
ture of the limitations of this study.

The Soclety of Jesus, or as it 1s more commonly known, the
Jesult order, is an order of the Roman Catholic Church whose memw
bers lead a vowed life of poverty, chastity, and obedlence, The
order was founded in 1640 at Rome by the Basque former soldier,
St., Ignatius Loyola., At the beginning of 1957 this soclety nume
bered 33, 732 members laboring in all parts of the world, In the
United States there are 8,166 Jesults, whose main efforts are
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directed towerd the conductingz of twentyw~eight colleges and univerd
gitles and forty-onecaooondary schools, Beslides t he conducting of
schools, the order has many parishes and retreat houses under its
direction, JFor purposes of administration, the United States has
bzen divided into ten geographical divisions called provinces. The
subjects of this study are all destined for employment in the mide
western part of the country, The two provinces of Chloago and
Detroit encompass the states of Michligan, Ohio, Illinols, Indiana,
and Kentucky., The usual annual number of entrants is in the neighs

-

borhood of forty for the two provinces,

The men covered in this atudy are in elther of two stages of
their trainin:, They are in what Is called the Junlorate perlod,
which 1s & name given to the third and fourth years of the usual
course that the candidates follow, or they are in the Phllosophate
perliod, which includes the fifth, sixth, and seventh years of the
course of training., In other words, no respondent has been in the
Soclety of Jesus more than seven years nor less than two years,

They are all men who have completed the period of highest mortal-

ity, the first two Novitiate years, For the most part, they can b
expected to complete thelr full course or training and to peraeverl
to ultimate ordination,

The method of obtaining the desired data was the question~-
naire, This was chosen in preference to the psrsonal interview be-
cause the dispersion of the respondents in difrerent houses of the

Soclety of Jesus throughout the midwest made contact by mail the
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only workable method., The advanced eduaationai level of all the
rospondents and the foreseen willingness of most to cooperate Iine
sured fulfillment of the requisites for effective use of a ques.
tionnaire, "The questionnaire is effeotive only when the responde
ent is able and willing to express his reactions alaar2y¢“8 At the
time the queationnaire was administered, these five years of tralne
ing, the two of Juniorate, ﬁnd the three of Phllosophate, had 134
men on their rolls, Of these, 120 responded with ocompleted quese
tionnaires, This remarkably high dagrge of responsivensss can be
accounted for by two fastors: 1) the author t00 is a member of ¢
Soclety of Jesus and was accorded the quality of cooperation usual
ly given to a brother or to the member of one's own famlily, and
2) all of the respondents are at present, or will soon be, doing
research on the graduate level and so ayupathlze with others who
are similarly occupled,

It is the author's hoﬁa that information gathered rré& his
research will be helpful to vocatlion directors, masters of novicesg
family counselors, teachers, and anyone interested in the encourw
azement and fostering of religious vocationa, The utility of the
information can nave both a positive and a negative side, Posi-
tively, certailn prevalent and common familial practices canbe
pointed to as having been present int hese homes from which vocae

tiona have come, It is true that no definite causal connsection

S#illiam J, Goode and Paul K, Hatt, Methods in Sooial Resear
(New York, 1952), pe. 171
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can be shown between the vocation and the familial practice in
guestlion, nevertheless the repeatsd concurrence of the two phenoms
ena in the same type of home will indicate more than mere colncle
dence, Negatively, the preponderancs of one type of family as the
producer of vocations to the priesthood along with the absence of
other types can give us cause for wonder, Why 1s thies? Why anhould
the candidates for the priesthood come largely from a certaln sthe
ni¢ stock or from certain income brackets? Is thls imballance to
be accountad for by & fallure on the part of those sncouraging voe
cations to tap certalin possible Sourees? In short, 1f thils work
can point ths way to elther the intensification of eifort along
lines which are presently proving succesaful, or the inception of
efforts along lines which are presently being ignored, the aue

thor's labors will bs rewarded,




CHAPTHER I1
ESULTS OF THE QUESTIONMALRE

The guestionnalre was divided into three parts, each covering

t different area of influence on the Jesultt!s life prior to his ene
rance into religion, 7The firast part deals with his home and famie
1y life and contains thirtyeone questions, Part twod eals with his

chool and parish activities and there are fifteen questions in

hls section., Part three deals with other areas of influence, such
8 work and recreation, In a&ll there are fourteen questions in the
hird part. Four of these are open-ended que:tions which give the
aspondent an opportunity to make peraonal observations on factors
hich, in hie estimation, impoded or aided him in meking his ultie
mate declsion to enter the religious life, .
In reporting the results of this study, each question will be
kaken separa slys The question will be written out in full, just
ps it appeared on the questionnaire, Following this will be a
brief commentary on the data, This will include comparisons with
pther studles, interpretalims, and explanations, along with possi-
ple implications of the results, When helpful, a table or some
btier appropriate mesans of clearly presenting the data will be
iseds A copy of the complete questionnaire will be found in the

10
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appendix, The results of the qusstiomnaire follow,

PART ONEs HOME AND FAHILY

1, WEEE YOUR FATHRR AND MOTHER LIVING AT T TIM: YOU ENTLSRED
Tiy SOCIETYY? FATHER?___ MOTHER?T_____ IF NOT, HOW OLD WERE YOU AT
THE TIHNE OF THSIR DEATIAS? PATHERY ___ MOTUER®?

The fathers of {ourteen of the one hundred and twenty responw
dents were decossed at t he time of entrance into the Hoecletys Thig
represents 1l.6 par cent of all fatherss The mothers of elzht of
tie respondents were deceased, This 1s 646 per cent of all the
mothers, This question was asked because ltg answer was expected
to contribute conslderably to the pleture of the homellife of the
reapondent, It also micht indicate possible explanations for othep
data which would be revealed later, For sxample, the death of
ona's parent at an early apgse with the consequent oblipat&mns bowarh :
younger brothers and sisters could well explain a lateeinelife dee
claion to enter religion, In only two cases were both the mother
and father of the respondent dead at t he t ime of his entranca,
Eight of the fourteen whoge {athers were dead were thirteen or oldp
er at tho time of his death, s0 only six were reared in homes from
which the father was missing bscause of death, Four of the eight
whose mothers were dead loast thelr mothers when they were four
years old or less,

2, HOW OLD ¥ERE YOU AT THY TINE THAT YOU ENTuRED THE S0CLETY?

All one hundrsd and twenty respondents answered this questionj

The results show the average ace of entrance to be sighteen and
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axd nine=tenths yvears, The medlan and modal age are both shown to
be eizhteen years, There 1s a disagreement shown here with the rew
sults of the Gaspar Mission Soclety survey of 1951 and 1952, This
soclety is the affillated Catiholic Student Mission Crusade unit at
§t. Charles Seminar at Carthagena, Ohio, They condueted a survey
whieh covered 6314 students in ninety«four of the 146 major senine
aries of the United States, Comparisons will be made wlth the ree
sults of thils study throuchout the present report. In the fubture
1t will be referred to as the "Gaspar Survey,."

The Gaspar Survey showed 1l per cent entering at thirteen
yeara of age or under, It also showed a modal age of lourteen
years and only 30 per cent beginning studies at t he ocombined ages
of seventeen and eighteen years, As mentlioned above, thls disaw
sraement 1s understandable because in this country a high school
diploma 1s required of all these entering the Jesult order, while
other ordera and diocesan seminaries make provision for tﬁﬁa stage
of the candidates! education within the seminary itself, For this
reason, it is to be expected that the entrance age of a Jesulit wil*
be hicher than that of other priests,

A rathnsr surprising concurrence ls found in the proportion of
total candidates who enter after twenty years of ape, Inboth the
Gagpar survey and in this study, the exsct same percentaze was disa
coverad to fall in this category - 23 per cent, This would tend tq
belle the opinion held by some that older men shun the Jesults bee

cause of the extraordinarily long period of training,




TABLEL ONBE

AGE AT 71Ky OF BNTHANCU

Entrance Age Number Per cent
17 years 21 17.8
18 years 357 45,8
19 years 16 1343
20 years 9 745
21 years 4 38
22 years 6 540
23 years 3 2.8
24 years 2 1.6
25 years 2 l.é
26 yeurs 1 0.8
27 yeoars 0 Pa—
28 years 31 0.8

120 R Y
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3. WHAT WERE YOUR BROTHERS!'! AGES AT TH: TIME YOU ERTERED THE
SOCIETY? YOUR SISTERSY AGES?
The number and age of the respondent's brothers and siasters
was requested in order to determine not only the size of the famil#
but also his position in it, This latter could be arrived at cage
ily by an inspection of his answer to the previous question, The
only positions that were considered meaningzful were those of oldest
or youncest, The sigze of tho family from which the Jesult seminare
ian ocomes ls slightly less than that of the seminarisn responding
to the Gaspar survey. In thls latter, 66,1 per coent were found to
come from families of four or more children, Fortyefour psr cent
of the Jesult respondents come from families of four or moras childw
ren,
Worthy of note is the number of Jesuit seminarians who fall
into the Yoldest-youngest-only® category. Soventyesix of one hune
dred and twenty or 63 per cent were elther the oldest or yéun@eat
child in thelr respective families, Of these seventy-six, sixteen
[vere only childrens This is not as high, however, as the percelte
kge discovered by Fortune magazine in a study made of twenty oute
jstanding young scientists R Kinety per cent of these young men, ten

pbf whom were taken from industry and ten from universitiss, were

ither the oldest, youngest, or only child in their families,

sychologist Ann Roe holds that younrwer br-thers have more

, lélFrancis Bello, "The Young Sclentista", Fortune, X (June 1954)
. 3
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dirficulty attaining prominence or prestige than do older brothers,
the bases her hypothesis on the stiff competition that usually exXe
lats between brothers and the repeated defeats suffered by the
ycunger.z

Another facli noted about the composition of the family from
which the Jesult comes is that in one out of three of these famle
lies, there will be an only son. ‘orty-two or thirtyefive per
cent of the respondents werc shown to bs only sons, Three of the
regpondents had twins, two of whomwore twinebrothers., Twenby-cne
wore younzest and thirtyenine were oldest in the family, The ave=
rage size of the family was three and fiveetenths children, The
modal family hsd two children, The median was a famlly of three
childrens

4, WERE YOUR PARENTS LEPARATED OF DIVORCED AT T HE TIME OV
YOUR ENTRANCE IRTO THE s0CTETY? _ _ _ IF 50, HOW OLD WERE YOU AT
TS TIME OF THEIR SEPARATION? ____ ’

Five of theo 118 who respondsd to this question had parents

who were separated or divorced , +his is equal to a little over

4 per cent, Four of the flve were marriagss betwsen two Catholics
A later question wlll show that 106 of the marriagzes of the parantr
of the respondents were between people who at the time of their
son's entrance into religion wore practicing their Cathollec relie

3

gion,“ From this we conclude that four out of 106, or 3,7 per cent

2 ann Roe, Making of & Scientist, (Toronto, 1954)

| sgfa infra, Guestion 20, Part One
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TABLZ IX
SIZE OF FAMILY

e e e

Respondents from
Family Size this size family Total children
represented
Number Per cent
Dne child 16 r 13.2 16
o children 28 23.2 56
ee children 3 19.2 69
‘our chlldren £5 20.8 100
"ive children 11 Be2 58
Bix children 8 647 48
Seven children 4 348 28
Fight children 1 0.8 8
ffine children 1 0.8
Ten children 2 1.6 20
rwelve * 1 0.8 A2
120 100.6 421
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of the marriages betwsen Cathollc parents of the subjeots of the
gtudy ended in either divorce or separation, JThis is remarkably
close to the figure discovered by He. Ashley Vieeks in his analysis
of 6,548 families of public and parocnhial sechool children in Spo-
kane, Washington., He found 3.8 per cent of the marriages between
Catholies to end in divoree or saparationa‘ It is appreciably
less that that discovered by Judson T, Landis in hils study of
4,108 families of collepe students in Michlgan. Here the data ine
dicated 4,4 per cent of the marriaces betweon Catholics to have
ended in divorce or aeparabien.ﬁ

5, BY WHOM WERE YOU REARED DURING YOUR GRADE SCHOOL YEARS?
FATIER AND MOTHER ___ VATHER ONLY ____ WMOTHER ONLY ___
RELATIVE ____ OTHIR ____
The results of this question showad that 106 out of the 119 roee
spondins, were reared by both father and mother, This 1is in apree«d
ment with the results of a study conducted at 5t, Louis ﬁ%ivarstmr
In 1954 by Kev, John W, Lasca, S,J, Hore a queatlionnalre was ad-
ministered to Jesult scholastics of the Chicago and Detrolit proe
vinces of the Soclety of Jesus. Seventy~five questlionnaires were
filled out, The respondents repressnted a four year gﬁpan of ene

trants, those entering durins the years from 1942 to 1845, The

43' Ashley ¥eeks, YpDifferential Divorce Rates by Gaeupaticn”,
Soeial Forces, XXI (March 1943), p. 336

1gious Faiths", The American Soclological Feview, XIV (June 1949)
L_pp, 401-406

SJudson Taylor Landis, "darriages of iMixed and Nonelilxed Relq
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guestions asked numbered only twenty-eisht, Many of them, howaverJ
werae very similar to the ones asked in this study and will offer
aood points of comparison, Father Lasoa dlscovered tiat 90 por
cont of the men covered by nis survey had been reared by both fae
ther and mother, Our figure of 106 reprssents 86 per cent of thssﬂ
responding, Ten of the respondents indicated that they had been
reared in homes from which the father was absent., IOur were reared
by someone other than thelr mothers.

6+ IN WHAT COUNTEY WAS YOUR FATHER BORNY_____ YOU: MOTHERT_____

The small number of immisrant parents found among the responde
ents to this question is in romarkable contrast with results of
some of the other studies previously mentioned, The Gaspar Study
showed 26 per cent of the fathers and 23 per cent of the mothers &
be foreigneborn, Donovan In 19861, in a study which included 139
seminarians discovered 42 per cent of the fathers and 36 psr cent
of the mothers to be immigrants.8 Sister M, Christina, I.H.d., in
& study made of 204 slsters, found that 20 per cent of the fathers
and 22 per cent of the mothers were born out of the United S‘:si;aist;»s.'rL
This would all tend to point out the fuet that Jesi it seminarian,
14,2 por cent of whose fathers and only 10.8 per sent of whose

mothiers wore foreigneborn, ins decidedly more "American" than the

6ohn D, Donovan, "The Cathollic Priest: A Study in the Soelold
ozy of the Professions", Urpublished Tioctoral Disssrtation (Harvard
University, 1981)

751ster M. Christina, I.H.M., "Why So Few?", The Catholic Ede
ucator! XXIII {October lﬁgﬁ), Pre 106109




TABLE III

PERGONS BY WHOM THE JESUIT WAS REARED

DURING GEADE S5CHOOL YLARS

Reared by

Wumber

19

Father and Mother

Mother only

7ather only

Relative

Mother and relative

Father and relative

Kother and stepefabher

Hother only from sixth grade on
Mother only from fourth grade on
Somaone other than those indlocated

Total

106

La MM O NN O M D

119
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rest of the religious and clergy of the United States.

7+ IF IN THE UNITED STATES, OF WHAT DESCENT IS YOUR FATHER?

YOUR MOTHER?

This gquestion revealed that both mothers and fathers of Irish
descent predominate, with one out of every three tracing their ane
cestry back to Ireland, One out of four of the fathers and a like
fraction of the mothers were of German descent. Seventy-~four and
sixth«tenths per cent of the fathers had elther Irish or German
lineage or both. An even higher percentage of the mothers, 80.2
per cent, were in thls category. Father Lasca8 states that 70 per
cent of the Jesults answering his questionnaire had parents of
Irish or German ancestry, One could well ask the reason for this
predominance of these two ethnic stocks., Why aren't t hers more
Itallans and Poles? Are the boys of ancestry other than Irish or
German being made to feel unwelcome or are t hey besing overlooked
in the recruitment campalgns that might take place? It sa;ms that
those in charge of vocation recruiting mi-ht well examine themselve
on thls point,

8., THE PLACE WHERE YOU WERE REARED WAS (CHECK) A FARM —

A COMMUNITY OF LESS THAN 25,000 25,000 to 100,000
OVER 100,000 ___
As was expected, a large majority, ninety-six or 80.9 per cent

wers reared in communitlies of more than twenty-five thousand, This

8er, supra, p. 17

-




TABLE IV

BIRTHPLACE Of PARENTS

21

W

Father's Number Per Mothexr's Number Per
Birthplace Blrthplace

USA 103 85,8 | UsA 107 89.2
Ireland 7 6.8 | Ireland & 4.2
Canada 2 1.6 | Canada 2 1,6
Ttaly 2 1.6 | Belgium 1 «8
Poland 2 1.8 | Czechoslovakia 1 «8
Austria 1 0.8 | Austria 1 0.8
Cz echoslovakia 1 0.8 |Holland 1 6.8
England 1 0.8 | Poland 1 08
Serbla 1 0e8 |Scotland 1 O.8
120 99,6 120 99.8




TABLE V

ANCESTRY OF NATIVE-BORN PARENTS

22

Father mothex
Number | Per cent | Number | Per cent

Irish 37 35,8 36 34.3
German 27 2642 27 25,7
[English 6 5.8 4 3.8
German-Irish 5 4.8 12 1l.4
Polish 5 4,8 7 6e7
Scotch=Irish 3 2.9 - -—
Irish-English 2 1.9 3 2.9
[Hungarian 2 1.9 2 1.9
Slovak 2 1.9 2 1.9
Slovenian 1 1.0 2 1,9
ench 1 1.0 2 1.9
Italian 1 1.0 1 1.0
Evenchuaerman - - 2 1.9
elzian 1 1.0 - ——
Bohenlan 1l 1.0 - JR—
Swedish 1 1.0 - -
Swiss 1l 1,0 - -
Slav 1 1.0 - ——
pMixed _5 4.8 A 647
103 100.0 107 100,0
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was expected, because, as will be brought out later, most of the
candldates for the Jesuit order attend Jesult high schools and thesT
are all located in large cities, This tendency to draw vocatlons
from the cities, however, 1s not peculiar to the Jesults. Sixty=-
one per cent of the sisters studled by Sister Christina came from
commmities of over one~hundren thousand. HMonsignor Lulgl Ligutti,
former National Dircttor of the Cathollc Rural Life Conferencs,
sees this more as a manifestation of the Church's weakness in rural
areas, The Monsignor points out that 43,5 per cent of the total
population of the United States 1s to be found in rural areas,
lwhile only 19.6 per cent of the Catholic population is found thered
This predominance of vocations coming from the more densely populaw
ted areas might definitely indicate the need for more convert-making
Jactivlty in fural areas, but until this has beon undertaken, I
fvould hesitate to urge vocation recrulters to increase their smalle
town campalgning. The resources of these recruiters are limited
jand should be directed toward targets most likely to produce rew-

sults.

9. WERS YOU REARED IN AN OWHED HOUSE? A RENTED HOUSE?
N APARTMENT HOUSE? AN HOTEL? A BOARDING HOUSE?
OTHER? (SPECIFY)

With the Gaspar survey showing 73 per cent of the seminarians!

#amilies owning thelr own homes, and Father Lascaf's study showing




TABLE VI
SIZE OF COMMUNITY IN WHICH REARED

[ s s o 4
Number | Per cent

Over 100,000 86 72,45

25,000-100,000 10 Bed

f.ess than 25,000 19 16.0

& farm 1 0.8
116 9746

# Two were reared partly in a community of over
100,000 and partly in one bestween 25,000 and
138,0{}0‘ 4
One was reared partly on a farm, partly in a
community of less than 25,000 and partly in
in a community of over 100,000 l

L)
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70 per cent of his respondents owning thelr own homes, our results
of 59.,3 per cent home-owners do seem low, One explanation might b
the fact that such a large number were reared in large cities whar]
apartment dwellers and renters are much more common than ln smallex
communities, Then too, when we compare our figures with national
statisties, our number of home-owners does not seem so low, Fige-
ures based on the population survey of 1947 showed that 54,7 per
cent of all dwelling units werse ownarwoccupiedolo
TABLE VII
TYPE OF DWELLING IN WHICH RESPONDENT WAS REARED

e e e e A A T o o U et
Number Per cent

Owned house 70 89,3
Rented house 12 10.2
Apartment house 20 17.0 «
Partly in owned and 10 845

partly in rented

Partly in rented 3 2.5
house and partly in

apartment

116 99,0

lostatistical Abstract of the Unlited States, U. S. Department
of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, LXX (Washington, 1950), Table
Number 895
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10, WHAT WAS YOUR FATHER'S APPROXIMATE INCOME AT THE TIME OF
YOUR ENTRANCE INTO THE SOCIETY? PER YEAR.

Only seventy~three responded to this question, One of the
reasons for thls poor response might be the natural reluctance thaﬁ
people feel about revealing thelr own financial status or that of
thelr parents, even anonymously. Then too many other Jesults have
admitted privately to not knowing what their father's income was
prior to their entrance into religion, It would be Interesting ﬁo
know just how many eighteen year old boys, just out of high schaol$
do know very much about the financial status of their parents, Dee
spite the comparatively poor response, however, we stlll do get an
adaquate plcture of the income bracket of the parents, The mean
average income for the seventy-three respondents 1s an amazingly
high 8.1 thousand dollars per annum. The median income is 5,5
thousand dollars per annume The Bureau of Census in 1948 showed a
medien income for families for the whole country of $2,840,11 our
modal Income 1s five thousand dollars per annum and 76.6 per cent
made over five thousand dollars per year, The same Bureau of Cen=
sus report shows that only 12.5 per cent of the nation make over

five thousand dollars annually.lg

1l. CHECK THE CATEGORY THAT BEST SELMS TO DESCRIBE YOUR
FATHER'S OCCUPATION, PROFESSIONAL MAN EXECUTIVE OWKNED HIS OWA
BUSIRESS SALESMAN CLERICAL WORK SKILLED LABOR OTHER

2

lllbid. Table number 323 1 Ibid, Table number 321




TABLE VIII
FATHER'S ANNUAL INCOME

Thousands Thousands

Per annum Number Per annum Number
2.6 2 8.0 2
3.0 2 9,0 2
S4B 3 10.0 6
4,0 4 10,5 1
4,5 6 11.0 1
5.0 14 15.0 6
5.5 6 17.6 1
6,0 7 20,0 1
8.5 2 25,0 3
7.0 3 5040 1

27
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Cecupation classification will always provide a problem in ing
terpretation, One must provide so many different cholices to the
respondent in order to get really exact information, that thelir
very multiplicity will cut down the number falling within & given
group to the point of seriously reducing the significance of the
datas. The other extreme is to limit the cholces to gensral but
very clearly distinct categories, This would sliminate ambigulty
or overlapping, but would not give a very clearcut plcture of the
factual situation. An effort was made in drawing up this question
to provide the respondent with a number and type of occupational
cholices which were particular enough to give more than a hagzy plce
ture of the father'a occupation, and salso general enough to permit
a preponderance of occupations of a particular type to show ltself,
With 40 per cent stating that thelr fathers were slther executives
or professional men, the indications given in the previous questlior
ssem to be verifled, In the Caspar survey, 80,5 per cent called
their families "middle c¢class", The occupational charactsristics
or type of work that the fathere did did not show a preference for
any particular kind of work, It might be good at this point to re.
call that the Gaspsr survey coversd about twow~thirds of all the
ma jor seminaries in the United States,° A marked contrast between
the aspar survey &nd thisz one is to be found in the number of

orincstecandidates coming from farming famillies, The Jesults had

lglnfra., Pe 12

-




29
one out of one~hundred and fifteen respondents whose father was a
farmer, while the Gaspar survey showed that 8,1 per cent of 1lts re=
spondents! fathers earned their living by farming. Seven par cent
of the fathers of the nuns responding to Sister Christina's quese
tionnaire were professional men, while 19.l1l per cent of the Jesult

respondents! fathers were in this categorye.

TABLE IX
FATHER'S OCCUPATION

Number Pexr cent

Executive 24 2009
Professional 22 19.1
Skilled laborer 22 19,1
Salesman 18 16.7
{Own Business 12 10.5 ﬂ
Clerical work 12 10.5
Seml skilled 2 1.8
Farmer 1 0.9
[Unskilled 1 0,9
Govt, employee 1 0.9
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12, DID YOUR FAMILY OWN A CAR? _____ MORE THAN ONE? ___

13, DID YOUR FAHILY GO AWAY FOR A PERIOD OF AT LEAST TWO WEEKd
DURING THE SUMMER? ___ WEKE ANY MEMBuHS OF YOUR FAMILY ACCUSTOMED
TO TAKING A WINTER VACATION___ _ DID Yuurn FAMILY OWN A SUMMER HOME?

14, WAS DOMESTIC HELP EMPLOYED IN YOUR HOME? ___

Questions twelve, thirteen and fourtveen will be handled as a
unit, not because there 1s any intrinsiec connection or affinlity
between them, but because they were all asked for pretty much the
same reason, l.e, to get a more complete pilcture of the affluence
of the family. The ownership of one automobile indicates nothing
conclusive about a family's materlal well-being, while the owner=
ship of two automoblles is not very common and does set the family
apart from those which are struggling to make ends meet, The same
can be said about summer and winter vactions, and the employment
of domestic help.

15. WAS YOUR MOTH:R EMPLOYED IN ANY OCCUPATION WHICH KEPT HER
AWAY FROM HOME DURING THE DAY FOR A PERIOD OF TWO OR MORE YEARS
DURING YOUR RARLY CHILDHOOD? I.E., BEFORE YOUR WERE TEN YRS, OLD?

A rather surprisingly large number answered in the affirmativel
to this question, Of the one~hundred and slxteen responding,
twelve, or 1l0.3 per cent sald that their mothers had been away from
home during thls period of their lives. Thls fact should be remem-
bered when one is tempted to make a blanket condemnation of all
working mothers., Sometimes the mothert!s example of courage and

Industry could prove beneficlal and inspiring.




TABLE X

FAMILIES OWNING AUTOMOBILES14

Number Per cent
Owning one car 102 86.4
Owning more than one 22 18.86
TABLE X1
VACATION PRACTICESLS
Number Per cent
Two week summer vac, 57 47,8
Winter vacation 8 6.8
WOwn a summer home 2 1.7
TABLE XII

THE EMPLOYMENT OF DOMESTIC HELP IN THE HOME

x
Number Per cent
Yes 31 2643
No 87 T4.7
%118 respondents L5

117 respondents
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16, I3 YOUR FATUER A PRACTICING CATHOLIC? ____ YOUR MOTHER?
This question taken by ltself will not glve us the information tha
wa want, at least not all of it, It must bve jJolned with the answe
glven to the next question to tell us just why the parents are or
are not practieing the Catholic relizion., The reason, of course,
can only be ono of two slternatives, Eilther the parent never had
tne faith, or else had it once and then lost ite By jolning the
answer ziven $o this question to t he answer glven to the next quess
tion, we will not only find the reason for tae parentt!s lfallure to
practice his or her falth, but we will also find out who of those
who are now preacticing were converted,

It was declded to include only the parents who were living at
the time the respondent entered religlion in thias question. The
reagon lor this limitation is the slipht confusion that resulted
from & certaln ambigulty found in this question,s Some of the re=-
spondents whosge fathers had already passed away when thay‘enterad
the Soeclety refrained from answering this question, presumably bee
cause they did not consider their fathers as actual ly "practicing®
their faith, Others whose fathers had died did snawer the quese
tion. So for the sake of consistency, all statistica on the par-
ents' practice of religion, 1,8. questions slilxteen and seventeen,
will deal only with the one hundred and twelve living mothers and
the one hundred and six living fathers,

17. WAS YOUR FATHER BORN A CATHOLIC? — YOUR WOTHER?

Question number sixteen showed that ninety-four or 88,7 per
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cent had fathers who were living and practicing Cathollics., Then
by comparing these with the answers given to number seventeen, it
was learned that five, or 4,7 per cent of those practicing were
converts. By a simllar comparison, we learned that four of those
who were no longer practicing thelr falth had been born Cathollcs.
This means that 3.7 per cent of the fathers had fallen away,

Question number sixteen showed that one hundred and ten or
98,3 per cent of the one hundred and twelve living mothers werse
practicing the Cathollc religion. Then teking a look at the an-
swers given to question number seventeen, we find that eight of thJ
nine mothers who had not been born In the Catholic fal th were now
Catholics., As there are omly two who are not now practicing, we
conclude that one is the ninth who was not converted, and one was
born a Catholiec and has since lost her falth,

18, IF YOUR FATHER OR MOTHER ARE CONVERTS, HOW OLD WERE YOU
AT THE TIME OF THEIR CONVRRSIONS? FATIIER? ____ MOTHER? __n;

As we know from our correlation of the above two questions,
there were seven father-converts. The present question shows that
three were converted before the Jesult's birth; one when the Jesult
was six years old; one when the Jesuit was elght; one when the
Jesult was twenty (thls 1s the exact age at which the respondent
himself entered the Society); the seventh gave no information on
hls age at the time of his father's conversions,

| -

Of the eight mother~converts, five wepé}ﬁbnverted bﬂ@gre the
LYoo s
Jesuit's birth; one when he was three yeaﬁg\oldg ¢n@Rwhan the

CTHRA
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Jesult was four; ohe when he was fivej and one when the Jesult was
nineteen, a year after his entrance into religion,

It was originally thought that the results of this question
might show some connection, at least temporal, between the conver=
sion of the parent and the Jesult's entrance into the Soclety,
This thesis was obviously disproved,

TABLE XIII
PARENTS PHALCTICING CATHOLICS, BORN CATHOLICS,
CONVERTS AND APOSTATES

Number Per cent
‘ather a preceticing Catholic 94 88,7
other a practicing Catholic 110 98,3
‘ather a born Catholic 93 87.8
other a born Catholic 103 9540
‘ather a convert 5 4.7
other a convert | 8 7.1
‘ather fallen away 4¢ 5.7
other fallen away , 1 0.9

%# One, whose father was not practicing, did not state whether
or not his father had been born in the Church, If he was born
in the Church, then the number of apostates would lncrease to
five and the number of born Cathollc fathers would increase to
ninety-four, Ine ither case, the formula, born Catholics less
apostates equals practieing Cathollics less converts would be
satisfied,

BC — A = PC =~

C -~C
95(94) — 4(5) = 94—~ 5
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19, DID YOUR FAMILY SAY GRACE RIGULARLY AT MEALS?

One hundred and thirteen responded to thils question and to
many who may consider the sayling of grace the least a prayerful
ramily could do, the answer may come as & bit of a shock. This
question is the first of many intimations that a pilous homelife

is not a sine qua non for the nurturing of a religlous vocation,

These intimations will be indicated in the future as they coms to
light. I repeat, they are only intimations and for the present
the reader will be left to evaluate them himself, I would like to
state at the outset, however, that if these intimations bespeak &
real condition, and if there really is a lack of prayerfulness in
the home, then the development of the vocation took place in spite
of this lack and not because of it,1l6

O0f the one hundred and thirteen responding to this question,
fifty-six, or 49 per cent said grace regularly and fifty-seven, or
51 per cent did not, The bald conclusion to be drawn from this is
that for avafy other novice standing at table before his first meal
in the Society of Jesus, the saylng of grace regularly at meals is
a new experilence,

20. DID YOUR FAMILY PRAY TOGETHER? (EXCLUDE THE SAYING OF
GRACE) . WHAT PRAYERS DID THEY SAY TOGETHER?

There were onse hundred and eleven responding to this question

leThis stotement 1s admlttedly outside the scope and compete
ence of the soclologzist and is not submitted as soclological data
or truth, It is an example of the kind of thing that the socioloe
glst of religion must expect to meet,
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thirty=eight or 34.2 per cent elther sald that they dld pray to=-
gether or else qualified thelr answer by saylng "sometimes," Of
the thirty-sight who did pray in a family group, thirty-six or 95
per cent sald the Rosary. In a survey made by Father Nevins, M.M.
in a large national seminary, 1t was discovered that thirty-two
per cent of the families of the seminarians prayed together. This
fizure 1s remarkably close to the one dlscovered about Jesults.
Pather Nevins also discovered that of the famlilles that did pray
together, 85 per cent sald the Rosary.17 Of the Jesults responding
In the affirmative, 15.8 per cent llsted the Mass as the prayver
which they sald together,

21, DID YOUR PARENTS EVER SPEAK OF THEIR DESIRE FOR YOU TO BEJ
COME A PRIEST? OFTEN? ____ OCCASIONALLY? ____ NEVER? __

Thére were one hundred and thirteen responding to this quese
tion., Eighty or 70.8 per cent plcked the final absolutely negativq
description of "never.," Once more, as a soclologist, allithat the
author can justiflably do 1s point out the faet, It will be up to
the ascetical theologian to draw the conclusion, Fortunata Caliri
has pointed out that "At the present time the home 1s the last
nl8

place where the religlous life is ever mentioned, Her conten=

tion seems to be verified., Father Campbell in writing about this

17s1vert J. Nevins, M.M., "A Questionnaire on Vocations", The
Homiletle and Pastoral Review, XLVI, p. 502

1BFortunata Caliri, "Religious Vocations for Parents", The
Catholic Vorld, CLXXII, December 1950, pp. 208-212
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very subject of discussing vocations in the home says the following
"Parents should not maintain silence in this important matter under
the pretext of affording their children absolute freedom of cholce
e o o An atmosphere conducive to the growth of a vocation results
only when the subject 1s talked about many times during the year by
parents and teachers."lg When 70 per cent of a group of men who
have made their decision to follow a religlous way of 1life state
that they never heard their parents;@ention their desire to have
their son become a priest, we wonder in whet sense we are to take
Fother Campbell's advocacy of "much talk." Later on in the article
rather Campbell makes a distinction that I think 1s in order. He
points out the fact that the discussion of vocations need not be
expliclt, nor 1s it necessary that the young person be aware of thef
speclfic purpose of the discussion, Father Campbell advocates Iime
plicit directlon through the relation of experiences and true-to-
life stories, thus illustrating the young person's responglphility
for the right use of the special t alents which God has given him.
It could be that such wast he tactlic actually followed, wittingly
or otherwise, in the homes of the Jesult subjects of this study.

22, WHEN YOUR FATHER FIRST LEARNED OF YOUR DESIRE TO B .COME A
PRIEST, WAS HIS REACTION FAVORABLE? ____ INDIF ERENT? _____ OPPOSED?
23, WAS YOUR MOTHER'S ATTITUDE FAVORABLE? __ INDIVFEKENT? __

OPPOSED? __

19Paul E, Campbell, "Youth Needs the foad of Counseling", The
Homiletic and Pastoral Haview, LII,(March 1952), p. 546
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There were one-hundred and ten respondents to the ouestion on
fathers' reactions and one-hundred and thirtesn to the questlon on
mothorst reactions, Of the twonty-{ive narents who oppos:d thelp
gson's enterin~ relliglon, two out of three were fathers, In other
words, twlco as much opposition came from the fathers as from the
mothers, In Sister Christinats study of sister's vocations, no
distinetion was made between "father's reaction” and "mother's re-
action,” This would have been e most interesting point of compare
ison, l.e., to discover whether or not mothers would be more ope-
posed to daughters taking the vell than to sons taking the cassock
In Sister Christina‘s study 1t 1s pointed out by seventeen and thraj
tenths per cent of the respondents that "parental disapproval" was
an obstacle to their vocation,

0f the twenty~flive opposed parents, elghteen, or 72 per cent
had been Catholie from birth; two were converts to Catholiglemg
two were f-lleneaway Catholiecsy and three were non«Catholics,
Three of the seven noneCatholic fathers were opposed; As we learn+s
ed In a previous question, fifteen of the parents were coﬂverts.ga
Of these two were oppouseds The eighteen born«Catholics who were
opposed represented 8.3 per cent of the total number of 216 borne
Catholics parents, Of all of the parents opposed, eight were from

the same fanlly, i.0. in four families both mother and father

BOof. supra, Questlion 18, p. 34
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opposed thelr son's vocation. This represents one-thirtieth of all
the familles suudied, Taking Into consideration that fact, the toe
tal number of famillies in whilch there 1s opposition from elther the
father or the mother drops to twentye-one which is one=sixth of all
the vocatlions studled.
TABLE X1V

FREQUENCY WITH WHICH PARENTS SPOKE OF

DESIRABILITY OF A VOCATION

Humber Per cent
Pftﬁn 1 0'9
Docasionally 32 28,43
pover 80 70.8
TABLE XV

PARENTAL REACTION TO VOCATION

Father Motheyr

Numbery Per cent Humber Par cant

Favorable 76 59,0 ) § 80,6
Indifferent 16 14,6 14 12.4
Opposed 17 16.4 8 7.1

"aonfused"” 1 0.9
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24, IF EITHER OF YOUR PARENTS OPPOSED YOUR BECOMING A PRIEST,
WHAT WAS THE E<ASON FOR THEIR OPPOSITION?

Except for one exception, any opposition exhibited was not
based on & simple rejection of the priesthood, It rather stemmed
from a concern for ths son's well-being or happiness. In @ me
cases it sprang from a seeming lack of confidence in the son's abll
1ty to know his own mind, Other objections are based on the pro=
tactive instinct of the good parent which had besen carried to an
extreme, The twenty-five reasons for opposition will be given bee
lows, Those whioh were based on a lack of confidence in the boy
will be grouped together as will those which flow from a concern
for the boys's materlal wellsbeing. All others will bs merely
listed in a miscellanecus classification,

Twenty per cent of the parents opposing were college graduates
As woe will see later, twenty seven psr cent of all the parents
are college graduates, The mean average age o! the respon&ents
whose parents objected was eighteen and seven tentha years, slight<
ly less than that of of the whole group.

25, WERE ANY OF YOUR CLOSE RELATIVES PRILGSTS 0K RELIGIOUS?

IF 80, GIV: THL RELATIONSHIP,

26, TO WHAT DEGHEE DO YOU ATVRIBUTE YOUR VOCATION TO THb EX=
AMPLE SeT 3Y THIS RELIGIOUST A GREAT DEAL ___ PARTIALLY —
NOT AT ALL ____

The presence of relatives in religion is thought by meny to

be quite influential in bringing young people into the religlous

 §

[




TABLE XVI 41
REASONS FOR PAREVWTAL OPPOSITION
Group l: Lack of confidence in the boy « 32 per cent

1, "Too young =-~ walt a fow more years and declde"
- 2¢ "They felt that I was being influenced by the Jesuw

itse Wait a £ aw more years and then decide,”

3¢ " liother wanted me to be with her and thought that
1 was too young to decide,"

4, "tather thought that the decision was too sudden
and lacked mature thought,"

5e¢ "My immaturity,”

6e "Dad thought that a year of college would: 1) mae
ture my decision, and 2} zet me away from the
Jesults for a while,"

7« "Dad wanted me to be surs that I knew what I was
doing."

8, "rather d idn't think that I would be able to put
up with the obedlence and ragularity,.”

Sroup 2% Desire for the boy's material well-belns « 24 per
cent,

1. "The vocation closed the way to a promising ceraer

2. "Father wanted me 1) in business with him, and 2)
in a profession

2, "Father not a Cathollc and thought that i was
throwing my life away,"

4, "He wanted me to go to collega,.”

5¢ " My fgther said that I would be throwing hy life
away,

6¢ "FPather preferred I choose another profession,”

Group 33 Miscellaneous « 36 per cent

1, "Father's insufficient knowledge of my vocation,"

2. "Fathert's own happiness in the married state,"

3+ "dother had many disapresable experiences with
priests,"”

4, "Father arainst the Church,”

5« "No opposition to the fact of becoming a priest,
The longz years of training In the Soclety made
them slightly unfavorable to the Soclety,"

6e " My father -ee did not want me to become a
Trapplst,”

7+ "HOthsr wanted me to be able to visit home,"

8. "Father's faith was 'practical', Do just as much
as 1s necessary for a @ecent 1life,"

9. "Lack of understanding of the religious life,"
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life, It is listed in the Gaspar survey as belny one of the {age
tors which ls helpful to a vocation. As far as the number having
first cousins or closer relatives in rellgion, the resulits of this
atudy would seem to tend to back these theories up. GUuestion nume
her twentyeflve showed that of the one~hundred and seventeen ree
sponding forty-eight or 41 per cent had first cousins or closer in
relizlon, %hen we comes to question number twenty~six, hosever,
these aforementioned theories on the helpful Influence of relatived
seem to be denled qulte conglusively. The results of this question

spaak for themselves,

TABLY XIV
INFLUERCE OF RouLATIVE IN RELIGION ON VOCATION

:::z==:m:zzzz::x:::::zfzzzmmxzzzzzzzxznaza .

Number Per cent

ﬁ zreat deal 4 B3
ﬁartia‘k ly 17 35.5
ot at all 27 5642

48 100,0
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3l. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR HOME? VERY HAPPY_____ HAPPY
AVERAGE __ UNHAPPY ____ VERY UNHAPPY

There were one hundred and seventeen respondents to this ques4
tion, l'ather Lasca asked this same question In his study and foung
that 79 per cent had a home life that was either happy or very haps
pyYe This 1s in fairly close agreement with t he findings of this
study where we found that 77.8 per cent fell into either of these

two classiflcations,

TABLE XIX
EVALUATION OF HOME CONDITIONS

Number Per cent

Very happy 44 5746
Happy 47 40,2 .
Average 16 13.7
Unhappy 8 6.8

Very Unhappy 2 1.7




45
PART TW0O3 SCHOOL AND PARISH

le DID YOU 30 T3 A JESUIT HH BCHUOL AT ALLY FOR HOW
MANY YEHAELT
26 FOF HOW MANY YoARS DID YOU ATTEND A PUBLIC Hi3H SCHOOL?

de FOH HOW NAWNY YEHAES DID YOU ATTEND A JESUIT COLLAGHE? —

4, FOR HOW WANY YHBAERS DID YOU ATTEND A COLLESE OTHER THAN A
JESVIT COLLEGE? ___ WAS THIS A CATHOLIC COLLEGE? —

5 FOR Hdw MANY YmARS DID YOU APT=HD A CATHOLIC JRADE SCHOOLY?

ine slsters respondingz to Sister Christinats survey showed 90
por cent of thelr number attendinz parochial schools and 80 per
cont atvendinz both Catholic grade schools and hizh schools., The
(taspar survey used the specification "all or a major part™ of the
elementary education and only 75 per cent of the respondents fell
into thls catevory. The rather meaninzless statement is also made
in the same survey that "more than 50 per cent™ of those who ate
tended high school belfore entering the seminary, attended égtholio
hizh schools,

Only two of the one~hundred and twenty Jesults studied had no
Catholic educatlion on elther the elementary or secondary levels,

Four of those who had some college attended non~Cathollc institue

tionsgy one for flve years.
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TABLE XX
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY OF RESPONDENTS

Schools asttended Number

Per cent
[Catholic grade school attended for six 109 91.0
or more years
Catholic grade school for eight yesars 97 80.8
No Catholic grade school ~ 5 4,1
Catholic high school 114 95,0
Jesult high school 92 773
College graduates 17 14,2
At least one year of codlege 49 40,8
Jesult college graduate 13 10.8

At least one ysar of Jesult college 31 25.8
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6. DID Y2U PLAY ON VARSITY TEAMS IN HIGH SCHOOL? __ _ HOW
MANY SPORTS? _____

7. DID YOU ATTEND SCHOOL ATHLETIC EVLNTS? ALL? __ MOST? __
A FEW? ___ NONE? ____

8¢ DID YOU ATTEND SCHOOL DANCES? ____ ALL? ___ MOST? ___ A
FEW? ___ NONE? ____

These questions were asked to determine two things: 1) the
recreational habits of the respondents, and 2) thelr support of
school sponsored events, It was and still is the author's opinion
that support of school sponsored events, sometimes at a good deal
making the sacrifices expected of a candidate to the prlesthood,
As 75.7 per cent of all the respondents attended all or most of
the school athletic events, and 56.6 per cent attended all or most
of the school gponsored dances, this thesis seems to be pretty wel*
born out, Besides gensrosity, the attendancs of school-sﬁgnsored
| events seems to polnt to an identification with and an interest in
the undertakings of the group of which one is a member, Thls at-
titude too 1s of primary import for a priest whose primary function
is to encourage and aid the growth of a larger group, the Catholle
Church.,

In a talk given to the Vocations Sectlon of the National Cathd
olic Educational Association, Father John A, Shocklee, co-principal
of St. Thomas Aquinas High School in St. Louls,Missouri, stated

that there was agreement among the principals of elzhty-three
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co-aducational Cathollc hizh schools that the boy-girl proximity
nad "little or no effect on religlous vocations."21 He gathered
this information and more which will be referred to later from a
stud; he had made of twenty=-seven co=sducational Cathollc High
Schools which had been chosen from eighty«thres such high schools
covering twenty-five states. The reason he selected these particud
iar schools was theilr hipgh rate of vocations. The twenty-seven avd
eraged about 4 per cent of the total enrollment going into relige
ious life as agalnst 3 per cent from the other schools, Our finde
Ing of a little better t han one out of two candidates attending allf
or most of the school's dances would tend to corronorate the contend
tlon of Father Shocklee and the school principals concerning the
boy=zirl proximity and 1lts efiect on vocations,

Most of those participating in varsity sports were one=sport
men, Seventy-three and four tenths per cent limited their.compe-
tition to one seszson of the year, Only two respondents played in
three varsity sports. Thirty-five or 29.2 per cent participated
in at least one.

9. I¥ Wi AT EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES DID YOU PARTICIPATE
WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL?

In reporting the results of the answers to this question, the

2lyonn A, Shocklee "Promoting Vocations in the Co~Ed School®,
a report given at the Fifty~ﬁourth Annual Convention of the Nation-
al Cathollc Educational Association in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
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TABLE XXI
AT'ENDANCE AT SCHOOL.SPONSORED EVENTS

Number Per cent
ALL Athletlec events 24 20.,0
All school dances 31 25.8
Most athletlc events 67 5547
Most school dances ' 37 30.8
A few athletiec events 27 22,5
A few school dances 37 3048
No athletic events 2 1.6
No school dances 15 12.6

activities of Sodality, sports, and serving Mass have beemr deleted
from the answers because these activities willl be reported on in
subsequent cuestlions. Once more Father Shocklee!'s report22 is
corroborated, Father Shocklee found that 87 per cent of those who
entered religlon had been active in school activities, religlous,
academic, athletic or social. In referring to those who are active

frather Shocklee states, "These are the names the vocation director

ef« supra, p. 47
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must have," Ninety-nine or 82,5 per cent of the respondents part-
lcipated in one or more extracurricular activity exclusive of var=
sity sports, Sodality and serving Mass.

TABLE XXII
PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
BY NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES

Number Per éen%

One activity 31 25.8
Two activities 25 20.8
Three actlvities 31 2548
Four actlvities 12 10,0

99 82.4

BY TYPE OF ACTIVITY .

Publications, art and camera clubs 69 57.5
Dramatics | 29 24.1
Spesch and debate 4] 34,1
Choir and glee clubs 17 14,1
Band members 11 9,1
Athletic managers and cheerleaders 6 5.0
Classical club members 4 343
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Only two participated in no activity at all while in high school,
10, TO WHAT OFFICES WERE YOU ELECTED OR APPOINTED WHILE IN
HICH SCHOOL?

TABLE XXIIIX
ELECTIVE OR APPOINTIVE OFFICES HELD IN HIGH SCHOOL

OFFICE HELD NUMB:R
Fditors of publications 12
Presidents of clubs (Language,

Debate, Mission, etcs) 12
Sodality prefects 11
Class presidents 8
Class vice-presidents 8
kssistant editors of publications 6
Sodallity secretarles 5
Student council members 5 ﬂ
Class secretaries or treasurers S
Captalns of varsity sports _93

75

The above named offices carry quite a bit of prestize with
them in the high school set. These seventy«five positions were
not held by different people, but were divided up among forty-six
of the respondents, A number of other offices were eliminated
from the tabulation because they s eemed too minor to indlcate any

oR
prestige?add anything to our picture of the respondent's activity
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around the school,

11, DID YOU BELONG TO THE SODALITY?

In a study made in the New York and Maryland Provinces of the
Soclety of Jesus in 1954 in which sixty~three Jesult seminarians
were questioned, the Sodallty was named as a deterrent to the forme
ation of a vocation.25 This rather sbtartl-ing attltude was found
to be the case with 33 per cent of the men questioned, In the
words of one of the men polled, "The Sodality as it was conducted
in my school was an organi,ation fostering 'goody-goodiness'! and an
almost obnoxious plety." This attitude, publicized as 1t was in a
journal read by most Jesuits, did not help the Sodality movement
jgrow in prestige. The results obtained from the answers to cur
question taken with comments to be made later on in this study
should help the Sodal ity recover any of the good-~will and reputa-
tion 1t might have lost as ar ssult of the findings of the New York
lMaryland study., Eighty-éight or 75,3 per cent of those responding
Lad been members of the sodality prior to thelr entrance into rew
Liglion,

12, DID YOU SHRVE MASE IN OHADE SCHOOL? ___ IN HIGH SCHOOL?
A surprisingly hish percentage of respondents indicated that
kuey had served Mass during grade school. Yor purposes of compar=

ison, the answer to the first part of this question, i.e, grade

gsRichard C. Braun, 3,J. and Edward J. Fischer, S.J., "Jesulit
Vocations in Our High Schools", The Jesuit Educational Quarterly,
ViI, (January 1955), p. 155
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school serving, has been considered as equivalent to "Did you evor
serve iass?", This, it secms can be done safely on the basis that
few ever serve only on high school, The other studies with which
we will compare our results only list percentages with regard to
the serving of Mass in ceneral and not for any particular period of
the psrson's life, %e found that 85 per cent of the Chicago«Detroifp
Province Jesuits did serve Mass. This 1s about the same as there-
were in the New York-ilaryland survey where 84 per cent reported
havins served Mass, Father Nevins'! survey showed 78 psr cent serve
ing with most having discontinued serving before entering the sem-
inary. Thls latter fact would certainly not agree with our results
of 6743 per cent serving through hizsh school., The Gaspar Missiaen
Survey was considerably lower with its 67 per cent serving HMass
more or less regularly.

13, WAS YOUR FAMILY ACTIVE AROUND THE PARISH? (DID THEY BE=
LONG TO PARISH ACTIVITIES OR HELP OUT AT PARISH FUNGTION%?}

The question of "activity" is admittedly prone to subjective in-
terpretations, One persont's concept ol being active could well
differ from another's, Yet it was hoped that a simple "“yes or no"
answer would sufflce, especlally with the parenthetlcal explanation
addeds The fact that five answered "yes and no" indicated that
there was some difficulty in determining just what "activity" meant}
Sixty-nine or 59,8 per cent sald that thelr family was active. Sev=
enty=-one per cent of those answering Father Nevins' questionnaire

said that they had not been active around the parish, The
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New York-Maryland study showed the sixty-five per cent did not take
a large part in parish activities. It should Dbe pointed out that
in both of these studies the question had to do with the semlnari-
ans! own activities, whereas In our survey the question dealt wlth
the family.

14, DID YOU HAVE A REGULAR CONFESSOR DURING YOUR HIGH SCHOOL
DAYS?

The New York—Maryland survey showed 42 per cent with regular
confessors whereas the Chicago-Detrolt Province scholastlc was to
be expected to have ar egular confessor one out of four times,
Twenty=-flve and six ﬁanths per cent of those responding to this
question said that they had a regular confessor during their Ligh
school days. The reason for this low percentage, it seems, should
be investigated. Is it the fault of the school? Quite possibly
some educational work should be done regarding the universally acw
cepted fact of ascetical theology, that for growth in spifktual

perfection, the help of & regular gulde is necessary.
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PART THREE: OTHER ARBAS OF INPLUENCE
le WHILE GOING TO SCHOOL DID YOU WORK AT SOME PART TIME JOB?
HOW MARY HOURS PaR WERK?

2¢ WHILE GOING TO SCHOOL DID YOU PROVIDE YOUR OWN SPENDING
HOWZY?

3« DID ¥YOU BUY YOUR OWN CLOTHES?

4, DID YOU OWN YOUR OWN CAR? _____ DID YOU BUY THE CAR? _____

Tnese four questions represent an attempt to determine the
financial independence of the respondent prior to entering relige
ion. The author was well aware of the large number of hi~h school
students doing part time work, but he was quite surprised to find
those who did work, did so for an aversage of fourteen hours per
week, Y%Yhen we conslider that the usual aschool dayis of five hour
duration and that in Jesult high schools, the boy 1s expected to
study at least two hours each night, we find that the boy vho is
working fourteen hours a week bealdes his school time 1s ;utting
in fifty-nine hours at pursuits other than recreational, eating,
and sleeping. There was a surprising disagreement between the
number of those who worked and those who provided their own spende
ing money, It was expected that these two figures wuld be Juat‘
about the same, Why the number working should be greater than the
number providing thelr own spending money 1s rather difficult to
explain, Possible sxplanations are that the proceeds of their la
bor were used for other expenses, e,z. tultion, carfare, ete, Or

it could be that the work they did was not filnanclally
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romnerative, such as chores around the home, etc.

The question on car-ownershlp was inserted for a secondary

raagson oubtside the field of high school finance, It 1s the author!
contention that a.. automoblle represents one of the moat passaaaiv]
cf ereatures, FEntrance into religion demands that a person divest
himself of many of the ordinary comforts and possessions, This des
mand is made on the basis that the more closely attached a man ls
to tha things of this world, the less he will be taken up with intm
ereat in the things of Zod, Dependence on an automoblle 1s some.
thinpg that becomes more a part of the warp and woof of a man's life
than do most attachments, This ability to come and go a2z one wishe
o8 ls the very antithesls of the obedlence demanded of one entering
religlon, It must be admitted that the compargtively larcse number
of those responding who dld own their own cars came as a surprise
to the author,
TABLE XXIV
PINANCIAL 3TATUS AND PURCHASING HABITE OF RESPONDENDSR

e — S o : o Ty

Humber Per cent

]

Partetime job while in high school 84 7045
Provided own spending money 74 64,1
Bought own clothes 3 2745
Owned an automobille 14 11l.7

Paid for automobile 12 10,0




56
S« DID YOU FARTICIPATI IN ATHLETICS?Y AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE
OCCASTIONALLY NOT A% ALL :

There were one-hundred and seventeen respondents to thlis quesd

tion.
TABLE XXV

PARTICIPATION IN ATHLETICS
AT NN e P o R e A — o i e o o esmamarinon

| Number Per cent
lAs often as possible 53 45,3
Decasionally 44 3746
Not at all 20 17.1

6. HOW OLD WERE YOU WHEN YOU FIRST SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED BE=
COMING A PRIEST? ______ WHEN YOU FIRST SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED BECOM-
ING A JESUIT? )

The answer to this question should bs of great interest to
people whose job it is to recruit vocations. If they could know
the proper time at which to broach the subjecet of vocations to a
boy or girl, they would find thelr task much easler. This questior
was asked with regard to the "age of consideration", rather than
the "age of decision.” The idea of "serious" consideration per-
haps should have been stressed more in order to eliminate the earlyd

age daydreams of "growing up and being a fireman, or an Indlan, or

a cowboy®™, The "age of consideration" seems to have more meaning
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in terms of possible influsnce on the boys'! ultimate declsion than
the "age of decision" itself, By the time that the decision has
been made, one way or the other, any attempt to propagandize will
be in vain, The findings of our study are pretty much in accord
with what other people have discovered on this subject, Father
Thomas Bowdern, S.J. found that the majority of boys began to thini
seriously about the prilesthood around the ages of fourteen to sixe

teen years.24 25

Father Nevins, in his previously mentloned study,
discovered that 65 per cent "decided"™ to enter the seminary betweer
the ages of slixteen and twenty. From this he concludes correctly
that the decision to enter is a seml-adult decision and that our
vocatlional material should be prepared with this fact in mind,
Brother Placldus Evans, C.F.X., in a study of three hundred and
sixty teaching brothers and three hundred and eighty applicants
for admlssion to the Novitliate of the Xaverian Brothers is somewhaf]
at variance with our findings, Iinasmuch as he found that vocation
thinking begins most frequently somswhere in the upper elementary

gradas.ze

24Tnomas S, Bowdern, SeJey, "Environmental Factors Influencing
Vocations™, an unpublished Doctoral Dis:ertation done at St, Louis
University

sgg. supra, Part One, Question 20, p. 36

26p1acidus Evens, C.F.X, "An Investigation into the Origins of
Vocations to the Teaching Brotherhoods", The Catholic Educational
Review, XLIX (April 1951), p. 266




TABLE XXVI

AGE OF PIRST SERIOUS CONSIDERATION OF

1) THE PRILSTHOOD; 2) THE JESUITS

68

Age Number considering Number Considoring
Priesthood Jesuits
6 years 1 -
7 years 2 1
8 years 1 -
9 vears 1l -
10 years 5 1
11 years 3 1
12 years 9 2
13 years 10 1
14 yeuars 14 10
15 years 6 9
16 years 20 22
17 years 17 24 )
18 years 11 23
19 years 5 9
20 years 3 2
21 years 2 4
22 yoars 3 S
23 years 2 -
24 yesrs - -
26 years 1l -
26 years - 1l
27 years - 1l
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A final fact about the age at which the subjects of "priesthood"

End "Jesult" were first seriously conslidered is that 41 per cent of
he respondents to the questionnaire were between the ages of sixe~

teen and eighteen when they first considered the priesthood, and

L4

that 58,9 per cent wers between these same ages when they first cons
|sldered the Jesults., Then too, a fact that might be of iInterest to
[someone studying the problems of higheschool sophomores is the shary
[decline in the number considering the prlesthood at the age of fif-
teen., This age is usually that of a sophomore in higheschool and if

does not seem to be one at which vocatlional talks and llterature
fwould be received with the maximum of interest,

7. TO WHOM DID YOU FIRST ANNOUNCE YOUR INTENTION OF ENTERING
THE SOCIETY?

The first time a young man considering becoming a prlest mene
tions his desire to someone else is always a big moment, It seems
freasonable to expect that he would make this announcement éo SOMme =
bne who had beén influential in bringing him to feel this desire,

It will certainly be someone who will be moat understanding and

pproving. A wide variety of snswers was given and two classifica=~
ions into which they fell more or less automatlcally, were those

f lay and religlous reclplents of the news, Thirty-seven per cent
I the young men mede the announcement to lay people, l.e., parents]
amily, friends, and relgtives., Sixty-three per cent chose to cone

ide in priests or religious,
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8, WHICH DO YOU THINK CONTRIBUTED MORE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
YOUR VOCATION? HOME SCHOOL UNDECIDED

TABLE XXVII
HOME«~SCHOOL CONTRIBUTION TO VOCATION

Number Per cent

@Qme contributed most 30 25,9
School contributed most 43 371
Undecided 359 33.7
Home-school ‘ , _4 3.4

116 100.1

9. WHAT WERE THE STRONGEST INFLULNCES (e.g. PERSONS, THINGS,
TALKS, RETREATS, ete,) THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT‘OF YOUR

[VOCATION? (Be specific) _
An attempt was made to simplify the answers given by making a
Hivision of the answers into "persons” and "things." In all there
#ere one~hundred and ninety-seven different influences mentioned.,
Pf these, one~hundred and thilrtyeone or 33,5 per cent were actions

pr events, In these, of course, the activity of some person was

nvolved, but the dirset influence of another person was not the
hing attended to. The Influence of Jesult scholastlcs received
op bllling, being mentioned thirty~four times, This was closely

ollowed by the influence of retreats which wag ‘'entioned
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hirty-two t imes, "Jesuits in general®™ came third, ~ettinc picked
wonty-eisht times, As rotreats are usually given by a Jesult, we

an say that the influence of Jesulis wes naned ninety-four times.

~1s 18 71 per cent of all the ltems mentioned, In the Now Yorke
raryland survey27, "the example of Jesult priests and scholastics”
fras mentioned by £7 per cent of the respondents.

10. VHAT wRLE THE INPLUENCES IN THE SCHOOL WHICH WERL DISCOUR
AGIVa TO YOUR OWN AND (IN YOUR OPINION) TO OTHERSY VOCATIONS?
Sevanty-three of the respondents had something to say in rew
leronse to this questlion and their answers covered qulite & wide rang7
pf factors, The thing most often nentloned was the allesed bad exe
lample and personal fallin-s of faculty members, Examples of these
frere "Favoritism®, "unapproschability", "bickerings among theme
[selves", etc, Too little talk about the religious life and & scem=
inr unwillinsness to talk about spiritual thines was second, One
man sald, "iot enough said In class about Jesult vocatiensziyau had
to ask about 1t, if you were intersstdd.,” Another who attended a
jhon=Jesuit school sald, "Not enough Information abont the specific
rallizious order t hat taught me, I never knew enoush about it to be
[attracted,” Another said, "Insufficient contact with priests and
thelr lack of initiative in speaking of reli-sious topices,” The
"dirfidence that many faculty members displayed with resard to

2732, gupra, Part Two, Question ll, pe 51
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iiscussing religlous matters was mentioned by amother as a deterre
fng factor, This fallure of the religious to be Just that was menw
bioned by many girls in response to questions asked by Father Glenr
Holdbrook in his study covering twelve hundred girls from elght high
bchools in North Eastern Ohio, These girls failed tosse the interw
for life of holiness of the sisters who t aught them. They regarded
jrany of them as nothing more than "teachers, paper-correotors; and
Hiseiplinarians "8

1l. WHAT ELEMENTS DO YOU THINK WERE MISSING IN THE SCHOOL WHICH
[FOULD HAVRE BEEN HELPFUL IN DECIDING YOUR VOCATION?

There were sixtywone faaponsaa given to this question, At firsiy
Et appeared that the range of elements mentioned was too wide to
permlt any synthesis, but a brief study showed that such was not thq
base, The constant refrain of "more personal contact® soon made 1t
pelf heard, This was expressed in several ways, but they all came
bo the same general complaint. "More guldance", "more intérest“,

|'more counseling" and similar needs were noted by twenty-five of the
sixty-one responding. Right behind this was the need for "more in=
formation”, "more presentation of the relligious vocation as a way

of 1life", and "more talks on vocations", Eighteen mentioned needs
lor this type. One of these wanted mention made of the fact that a
vocation is & "challenge to a man's manhood and not just a lot of

tpious pap'"., These two needs of "contact™ and "information" were

zaGlenn Holdbrook, Ursuline High School, Youngstown, Ohlo,
Py from 8athollc University,
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baramount. In a questionnalire admlnistered to four hundred and sevd

nty-five boys of Regis High Schoecl, New York City, Father Thomas
[. Burke, SeJ., found that the boys wanted more instruection on 1)
Fhat a vocation is and how one can be sure, and 2) the daily life in
Various orders, He was alsoc informed by the boys that there was "ng
heed for apologlzing for talkinz about vocations, the information 14

heaeded,," Another thing that he found lacking was "more personal ind

w29

Corviews., This information of rather Burke's seems to be In pers

Fact accord with the findings of this study. The nuns responding tdg
bister Christinats study reported that in the opinion of forty-eight

ber cent of them, the reason for many lost voeations was that no on

as interested in certain of the girls, "no one ran after them,"50
In the New York-Maryland survey, 82 per cent reported the "lack of
nformation about vocation and the Soclety" as their greatest need
pefore entering. In this same survey 58 per cent reported the nsed
for mors help and assocliation with a student counselor, ‘

12, WAS THERE ANY SINGLE EVENT THAT CAUSED YOU TO MAKE YOUR DE4J
P ISION TO ENTEE THE SOCIETY? EXPLAIN

ifty-two answered this question, T7Twenty named a retreat which theﬁ

pad made as the sinrle event which clarified thelr thinking to the

l 29Thomas A. Burke, S.J., Taken from the Proceedin-s of the 8th
nnual Vocation Institute, 1954, Notre Dame, Indiana

5023. supra, Part One, Question 6, p. 18
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oint of enabling them to make their deciéion. The example glven by

thers entering religion was mentionsd by four of the respondents.
ive mentioned what could be characterized as having arrived at

"that time of life." In other words, for them events had progressed
to the time when it was necessrry for them to decide one way or the
other, Two mentioned direct questions that had been posed, e.g.
I'Did you ever think of becoming a Jesult?" Another mentioned being

fout with a girl on a date and suddenly being struek with the "fut=

P

11ity of things around me." Others stated that there was no specla]
feovent, but rather a gradual accumulation of experiences and ldeas.

13, WAS THERE BEITHER TOO LITTLE OR TOO MUCH TALK ABOUT VOCAw

TIONS AROUND YOUR HIGH SCHOOL? TOO LITTLE TOO MUCH NO COM

WENT

One hundred and ten responded to thils question. The "no come

fnent™ choice was inserted in order to avoid foreing people into mak{

*

ing a declislon. People selecting this choice of anaswer can be con-

idered to include those who thought things were ”juét risht? as
Eell as those who actually had no opinion. Father Eurke's study
lshowed no one thinking that there had been too much talk or d iscuse
[sion about rellgiou:s vocations around Regls High Schoci, He had a
jcategory which was not included in this study, that of a "bit too
much.” Twelve of his respondents chose this as best expressing
thelr sentiments., Thils was 2.5 per cent of all of his respondentse
[Fifty-eight per cent of his respondents thought that the amount of
talk was "about right" and 39 per cent said "too little.," Eighty
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bwo per cent of the sisters responding to Sister Christina's survey
sald that there had not been enough done to acquaint girls with the
relisious life before sntering,

TABLE XXVIII
CPINION ON THE AMOUNT OF VOCATION TALK AROUND HIGH SCHOOL

Number Per cent

Too much 4 3.6
Too little . 46 41.8
o comment - 59 535 .8
OK" 1 0.9

14, DID YOUR GRAMMAR SCHOOL TEACHERS INFLUENCE YOUR VOCATION?
B GREAT DEAL ___ A MODERATE AMOUNT _____ NOT AT ALL ___

The answer to this question, as with many others above, will
reflect a subjective evaluation on the part of the respondent at thq
bime of answering and not necessarily a true objectlve accrediting
pf tae elementary grade teachers! oontribution. Yet, even as an
bpinlon, it has much meaning and the large number who chose the ex«
jreme negatlve cholce is a blt alarming. It seems reasonable to
¢xpect that the proportion of Iinfluence accorded to one's early
grade teachers would at least be equal to the "moderate amount"
¢lassification. In the New York-Maryland survey, the question, "If

you conceived of your vocatlion durlng the grammar school period,

¥yas 1t mainly influenced b
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Rixtoen per cent said "yes", while 73 per cent sald that there had
been no influence., So 1f we think that boys in the Mldwest are
Lacking In ~ratitide, or that grade school teachers in the lMidwest
pre not havinz an influence on the formation of vocations, we need
brily look to the Fastern part of this country for some little enw
houragement to be derived from the faet that "things are bad all
pver' .

TABLE XXIX

Numbeyr | Por ocent

A great deal 21 1840
A moderate amount 64 5447
Hot at all 31 2645 '

Undecldaed 1 0u2




CHAPTER III

THE JESUIT VOCATION IN PROFILE

-r

This chapter will be nothing more than a brief sunmation of whaj
the previous chapbter contalned, Its purpose will be to zive the
raader a recounting of what he has read thus far and also to give
someone lacking the time to go through the sixtyepage second chape
ter 8 ready reference, brief and to the point,.

Wo learnad the following =

Ninebty per cent of the fathers and 55 per cent of the mothers
wore living at the time the Jesult entered the Soclety of Jesuse
The averagze aze at the time of entrance was eighteen and ninoe
tenths yoars.

The average number of children in each family was thra? and fivT
tenths,

The modal family had two children, Sixteen were only childrens
in families of more than one ahild; 17 per cent were tho youngest
and 32 per cent were the oldest.

Divorce or separation werc found in 4,3 per cent of the fanim=
lies,

Eighty-five per tent of the lathers and 80 per cent of the
mothers were natlve~born,. Seventy«flive per cent of the lfathers who
were nativee-born had some Irish or German ancestry or both, Eighty

per cent of the mothers had soms Irish or GCerman ancesti»y or boths
67
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dred thousand peopls, Sixty per cent were reared in a house which

their parents owned. Eighty-sight per cent were reared by both
helr father and theilr mother,

The average annusl income of the father was a little over elght

housand dollars. The median annual income was {ive thousand five
Eundred dollars, Seventy-six and sevenbtenths per cent made over
f'ive thousand dollars aanually,.
Ninetsen per cent listed thelr fabther's occupation as being
that of the professional man, Twenty-one per cent sald that their
fathers were executlves, Nineteen per cent said t hat their fathers
jwere skilled laborers,.

Eighty=-aix per cent owned automoblles, while 18 per cent of the

of the respondents came from famllies which employed domestic help.
Eighty-nine per cent of the fathers who were living at the time
that the questionnairs was answered wers practicing Catholics,
Ninety-elzht per cent of the mothers were practicing Catholics,
Five per cent of the fathers and 7 per cent of the mothers were con
verts. Almost 4 per cent of the fathers and one per cent of the
jmothers had fallen away from the practice of thier religion,
Forty-nine per cent of the fam illes salid grace before and after
meals regularlys. Thirty-four per cent of the familles prayed tow

[gether,

Seventy-one per cent of the parents never mentloned thelr

Seventy~two per cent were reared in a community of over ons hun

families had more than one car in thelr garaze, Twenty~six per ceny

-
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 [Resire of having thelr son become a priest,

The reaction of 70 per cent of the fathsrs and 380 per cent of
tﬁe mothers to their son's announcement of hls intontlon to become
la Jesuit was favorabls,

Forty-one per cent of the respondents had close relatlives in
?eligiun or in the sooular clergye Fifty-six per cent sald that
they 4id not attribute thelr vocabtion to the example of this relative
to any degree at all,

Seventy per cent of the fathers and 71 por cent of the mothers
frere high sehool graduastes, Bighteen per cent of the fathers had
lattended Jesult high schools, <+hirtyethree per cent of the fathers
- [pere college graduates and so too were 21 per cent of the mothers,
Fifty-four per cent Gf‘ﬁhé fathers who had graduated from college
Fﬂd done so from a Jesult institution.

Seventyeseven per cent of the rospondents themselves were grade
unated from Jesult high schools, Ninetyefive per cent attended
[catholic hish schools, Twenty-Tive por cent had at least one year
Wmf Jesult college training prior to their entrance into religion,
Fourteen per cent had been z raduated from college. Ton per cent
{ware rraduated from Jesult colleges, Ninetyeone per cent had ate
tended a Catholic grade school for six or more years,

The great majority descrlibed thelr home as appy or very happyes
This came to seventy-seven per cent., Eight per cent called theilr

home unhappy or very unhappye

Twenty-nine per cent of the respondents played in at least one
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b&rsity sport while in high school, Seaventy-five per cent were at

Jeast in attendance at most high school sponsored athletic events,
pnd 55 per cent attended all or most of the school sponsored dan0331

Eighty-two per cent participated in at least one extracurricw

nlar aetivity while in high school, This figure excludes partlcipas
ion in varsity sports; the Sodality, or the servins of Mass., Fif=
y-seven per cent were on the staff of some high school publicationg
‘hirty-four’per cent were in some speech or debate activity. Ten
per cent had been editors of some publication, 10 per cent had been
bresidents of some clﬁb, and slightly less than 10 per cent had
peen Sodallity prefects., Seventy=five per cent had been members of
the Sodality while in high school or college. Elghty-five per cent
Ferved Magss at one time or another before aﬁtering.

Sixty per cent of the families had been actlve around thelr pars
fLshes, |

4

Seventy-five per cent of the respondents had not had a regular
ponfessor before entering religlon,

Saventy per cent had a part-time Job before entering and twenty-
Beven per cent bought thair‘own clothes, Twelve per cent owned

thelr own sutomobile,

Forty~five per cent particlpated in athletics as often as poss=
[ ble ™

Forty-one per cent first seriously considered becoming a prilest

between the ages of sixteen and eighteen, Fifty-nine per cent first

oriously considered becoming a Jeault between the ages of sixteen
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and sighteen,

Twenty~f'ive per cent thought that their home had definltely
contributed more to the development of thelr vocation than the
school, while 37 per cent gave their vote to the influence of the
school, Thirty~ four per cent could not be certain which had cone
tributed ﬁora.

Example, either good or bad, was named as the outstanding fac-
tor for good or evil effect, in the development of the respondant'q
vocation., Forty-one per cent sald that there had been too little
talk about vocations around their high school, Yiftyethree per
cent had no comment to offer,

Seventysthree per cent thought that their grade school teacherg
had had at least a moderate amount of influence on the dsvelopment

of thelr vocations. Twenty-six per cent said "none at all,"




CHAPTER IV
UTILITY OF THE STUDY

As stated in Chapter I, the primary purpose of this study is to
provide people interested in the recrultment and encouragement of
relisious vocatlons with information that will help them in their
wirke It was hopod that indicabions could be «lven as to where to
look for pgospeotive vecations as well as to what steps should be
taken In order Lo make other aress more productives If the re-
crulter knew where the most Tertils soll w:s, it would be there |
that he could concentrate his afforts with the moat profit, If the
gplritual suide or famlly counselor knew what practices seemed to
7o handein«~hand with the productlion of rellglous vocatlions, they
could encoursage the development of these practicss in the familles
with which they come in contact. The purpose of this last‘chapter
will be to make explicit many of the implled uses of the data as
outlined in the previous two chapters, Many of these impllcations
have already been hinted at and at times, even expllcitly pointed
out in reporting the data in Chapter II. These same applications
will be repeated in this chapters, Other applications or recommends
ed uses of this data will be addeds

It should be pointed out here that what follows by no means ia

intended as an exhaustive listing of deduections to de drawn from

72
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the studye. The trained eye of the vocation reecrulter himself will

be able to detect meaning and application where that of the soclols
ozist will only be able to see the fact. I[iis gxperience wlth the
recruitment of vocations, the direction that his own efforts have
taken in the paét, his recall of success or fallure can all combing
with the thingzs discovered in this study to zlve these latter means
ing that the soclologist could not discover on his own, What folw
data of th: studys The pufpoaa belng to bring out the implli: ae
tions and to provide a stimulus ror further spseculation and study,
sven selfwaxaminatlion, on the part of the vocatlon recrulter hime
self,

First of all « doss the fact that 32 per sent of those included
in the study were the oldest child in thelr respsctiv. ramilies
have any meaning for the vocabtion recrulter? iaybe a campalgn
pointsd at the oldest might bear unexpected resultsl For the spie
ritual counselor, maybe more attention should be paid to the nure
turing of the desire for a vocation in those who are not the olde
eat, Here, as in any instance where one part of the population is

more productive that the others, two courses recommend thomselves.

L]

For the recruiter, or the person actively seskins the ready-toehar
vest vocation, the recommended course is to go to that productive
part for his bumper crop. For the sy “tual puide, or the sower

of the seed, whose task 1s more remote, the recommended course is

t0 do somethins about the unproductive part of the population,
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This two-fold recommendation will recur throusrout the remainder
of this chapter,

The averare ase of entrsnce , close to ninstesn vears, should
alert recruiters to the faet that many boys come to the corclusion
that the relislous life 1s for them at a later ave than 1s usually
suspected, High school toachers should make an effort to keep In
contact with boys after graduations dJust because a boy does not
entar relision immedlately after hish school is no proof that he
has rejected the prisstly life. It may be this very period, the
first yoar after praduation from high school, when ths boy needs
help and encouragement most,

The predominance of parents of Irish or Jerman extractlon
should also occasion a roexaminatlion of methods of recrultment,
Why should there be s0 many of one ebthnic zroup? Why are there nof
more of Polish and Itallan ancestry? Is the mistaken impression
beingz created that the Soclety of Jesus ls for boys of Irish and
German parentage and not others? It may be that a student coune
selor should zo0 out of his way when dealinz with a boy of other
than Irish or Serman extraction to meke 1t clear that they too are
most welcome to enter,

Sueh thinzs as exceptionally high incomesbracket families and
fathers! oceupation being predominantly that of the professsional
man and executive also make one wonder whether or not the son of

the less affluent or the laboring man is beinz given the impresse

lon that the Jesults are not for him, One explanation for this
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preponderance of boys from wealthier famllles is the fact that mosq

of the Jesult candidates come from Jesuit high schools where the
tuition is more than average. There are, however, many boys on
scholarshlps and others who are working théir way through school,
Figures are not available, but it seems quite certain that the high
annual income of the parent 1s not a duplication or true reflectio#
of conditions in the Jesult high school, Some other factor is at
work, and it behooves the recrulter to see to it that the attrace
tion of & life in religion 1s felt by the poorer boy as well as the
boy from more prosperous surroundings,

One of the most lmportant facts uncovered in this study is, in
the opinion of the author, that 70.8 per cent of the respondents
never heard thelr parents spe& of thelr desire for thelr son to
become & priest, Still 69 per cent of the fathsrs and 80 per cent
of the mothers reacted favorably to their son's revelation of his
intention of becoming a opriest. What an encomium for good exam~
plel It seems too that we can deduce from this a principle of ade
olescent psychology, namely, "Don't oversell virtuel” If the boy
had been hounded and dunned with constant reminders of the advane
tapes of the prlestly life, maybe the result would have been re=-
vulsion rather than attraction. Parents should be made aware of
thls fact and become convinced of the efflcaecy of good sexample
in the absence of verbal persuasion. It seems that this principle
could be applied in all areas ¢f parental-adolescent relationships})

Vocation directors too should make an all out effort at
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interesting as many hisheschool students as possible in extraecur-
ricular activities, The productivity of this fasctor can be ex-
plained by the contact with the priest«teacher or religious«teacher
under pleasant and otherethan-classroom clrcumstances., Here the
boy can get to know the prlest on much more personal terms and
oftentimes when the priest or religlous 1s at his or her best, I
say "at his bsst", because he is relieved of the pressure of keepe
ing order in the classroom and the more attractive facets of his
personality and talents can be revealed when the mantle of the dlss
ciplinarian is dropped. Religlous vocatlions are not abatract
things, but are incarnated in the prlests and brothers with whom
boys come in contact. Their attractlveness must be emphasized and
this can only be done by contact with pleasant, devoted, admirable‘
friendly priests., <‘he extra-curricular activity provides an ex-
cellent opportunity for just such contact. .

As a sort of secondary enlightenment from this study 1s the
fact that only 75 per cent had had regular confessors during high
school. This fact is called "secondary” because 1t is outside the
realm of the vocation recrulter to remedy or do anything about,

It does, however, indicate a defect in the school 1tself, Having
& regular confessor ls considered a necessity for sriritual rroe
aress. This study shows that only 25 per cent of those who can
justifiably be presumed to be the cream of the crop did have a regs
ular confessor., What about the others? The remainder of the stu-

dent body, all those who did not enter religion, will certainly
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L

show a much lower .ercentage of assoclation with a regular confesss

or than do those who did eventually enter rsligion. This ls a sitq
uation that erles out for remedy, 1f itrue spiritual progress lis
ever to be the rule rather than the exception.

The age at which the larcer number first serlously considered
becoming pricsts 1s certainly of great Interest to anyone trying
to encourage or reecruit vocations., 1The sixteen to elthteen year
old pericd is the time for decision of 41 percent with regard to
the priesthood and for 59 per cent with regard to the Jesults,

It is definitely the time for the most strenuous campalgning and
educating, Sophomore year in high school seems to be no time at
all for any serlous effort. It is the last two years of high
school when the boys are thinking seriously and it i1s then that
they should be provided with information and motivatlon,

The final volrt to be made ls that the old bugaboo of«"too much

A4

vocation talk™ dri in> boys awa: seems to have been given more cref
dence than it deserves, TForty=~one per cent made a plea for more
talk and information, Many claimed that they didn't know enough
about the history and aims of the order t hat tausht thems At first
thls may seem to be in conflict with the previously umentioned dls-
covery that the absence of talk about vocations 1n the home was &
good thinge There 1s no conflict, because the requested talk and
information would be more on the formal level, while the eschewed
nrodding on the part of the parents would be a more personal thing

Movies, slide lectures, well written pamphlets, and well presented
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talks are the type of thing that is needed. Vocation directors arg
aware of this already, but the finding of this study should cer=
tainly make the fact even more cogent.

In closing; the author would like to reliterate the fact that
thls study only scratches the surface of a fleld that needs much
study. HMuch more information 1s needed on the natural factors cond
tributing to the formation of a vocation and much more research
should be done. Or speclal interest would be more knowledsze of
why certain boys do not enter religlous life. There are many other
directions that future research could take, It 1ls hoped that %hils
study had made soms small contribution to the fllling of this need
for more knowledge., If only one Levite is brought just a bit
closer to the altar of God as a result of this reasearch, the efforf

that went into it wlll be more than amply rewarded,
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VOCATIN QUESTICNNATRE

The attached‘ gquestionnaire represents an effort to
arrive &t sane sort of & general picture of the natural fac-
tors contributing to the modern Jesuit vocation. Scholastics
who entored the Chicago and DetroitProvinces during the
years 1949-1953 are being asked to respmd to questions con-
cerming their family life, school and rerish activities,
and recreaticnal habite prior to entering the Society, It
is hoped that the general information gained will prove of
value to student counselors and others caning into camtect

with potential Jesuits.

In answering the questions, you are asked to obgerve
the followingt

1, If the questim is multiple choice, indicate the
choice applying to you with a check (v )

2. If youare moble to annwer & questim becBuze you
can't recall or den't know the answor, JUST LFAVE THE SPACE
BIANK.

3. If for same reasm, you don't care to answer a
rrticular question, DRAW A 1LINE THROUGH THE SPACE PROVIDED
FOR THE ANSWER.

4, Don't sign your name,

5. A1l questioms have to do with conditions at the
TIME YOU ENTERTD THE SCCIETY. Subsequent changes are of no
significance.

6. Please fill out the questimnaire as soon s
posaible and return it tc the one assigned in your house

Many thanks for your cooperaticn!

IDS



Part 1: HUME AND FAMIIY

1. Were your father and mother living at the time you entered the
Society? Father? _  Mother? o If not, how 0ld were you at the
time of their deaths? Father? ____ Mother? —_—

2. How old were you &t the time that you entered the Society?

3. What were your brothers' ages at the time that you entersd the

Society? Your sisters' ages?

b, Were your marents serarated or divorced 2t the time of ¥y our
entrance into the Scciety? - If g0, how old werc you at the
time of their seraratim?__

5. By wham were you reared during your grade gchool years? Father
and Mother - Father oly v Mother only —_ Rolative —
Other __ .

6. In what comntry was your fothor born? Your Mother?
7. If in U.S., of what descent igs your father? Your

mother? _

s P e

8. The place where you wore refrod was (check) A fam . a
comunlty of less than 25,000__ ; 25,000-100,000______; over
100,000___ .

9. Were you reaged in an owned hou so —...8 rented house?

an apartment house?_.___a hotel?..__a bearding house? . __

other?(specify)

10, What was your father's approximate incame at the time that

Jou entered the Scciety? ._.por year

11. Check the catogory thet best seems to describe your father's
occupaticon, Professimal man ~a- 3 ©Xecutive . . owned his own

buginess ;. salesmen____: clerical work_. _; skilledlaborer,




Port 1: HQME AND MMIIY (cont.)

12, Did your family own & car?___More than me?

13, Did your family go away for & period of at least two weeks
during the summer? . Werre any members of your family accustomed

to taking & winter vacatio?.__. Did your family own 2 sumer home?

1k, Wos dapmestic help employed in your hame? o

15. In what comtry was your father born?

16, In whot comtry wes your mother born?

17, If in U.S,, of what descent is your father?

18. If in U,S., of what descent is your mother?

19. Was your mother emdloyed in any occupation which kept her awey
fram hare during the day for & period of two or more years dur-
ing your early childhood? i.e. before you

were ten years old?

20, Is your fathor & practicing Catholic? __ Your mother?

21. Wag your father born a Catholic? ____Your mother? _

4

22, If your mothor or father aroc converts, how old were you at
the time of thelr cawersiffne? PFather?____ Mother?

23. Did your femily say grace regularly at mcols?

2h, Did youwr family proy together, (Fxclude the sayding of grace )

. What proyers did they say together?

25, Did your mroents ever speak of their desive for you to became

a priegt? Often? Occasimally?____l\lover?.,.___.._

26. VWhen your father first learned of your dosire to became &

pricst, was his rotcticn faycrable? ___ Indifferent?
Opposed ?

27. Wos your motherts attitude favoradble? _INdifforent?



Part 1¢ HOME AND MMITY(cont)
o8, TIf cither of your parecnts opposed your bocaming & priest,

what wos the recoon for their oppositiom?

29, Wero ony of your close rclatives pricste or religious?

D e ———

If so, give theoir rcelatimshilp

30, To what degree do you attribute your vooation to the example
get by this relative? A greot deal . Tertially . Not at all
31, Is your fothor o high school grodwte?___ Youwr mother? _
32. Did your fathor attend @ Jesuit high school?

33. Isyyour fother o college gradwrte?  Your mother? -

34 Did your fathor attend & Jesult college?

35, .How would you describe your hame? Vory happy Happy

Avercge___Unhappy _ Very whappy

Pert 2: SCHCOL LHD PARISH  CTIVITIES

1. For how mn yers did you @ tiend @ Jecvit hish wchool? M
2. For how miny yo v did youw sttend o »unlic hish school?

3. Por how winy yedve did you ottend & Jeov’t college?

b, For how mony Jetrs G1d you “titend ¢ collerc other thon 2

Jeoult collere? Wog thig o Cetholic coilene?

5, For how many yet =z dAid you 2ttend & Catholic swde school?

5. Did you nloy Rl & % * o0

O. Did you nloy on viveity tegms in high echool? .. How miny
7. Did you attend zchool ©thletic events? A1 __Noet __A few
nme

§. Did you = vtend cchool dances? All _Most _E& Tew___None

9. In what extrocurricular activities did iou rticipate




while in high aschool?

10. To what offices were you elected or appointed while in high

school?

11, Did you hold any other positioms of respomsibility around the

school?

12, Did you belcng to the Sodality?

13, Did you axve Masg in grade school? ____ In high school 7

14, wag your family active arowmd the parich? (did they belong to
rerish societies or help out at parish functims?)

15, Did you have & regular confessor during your high school

daya? _

Part 3¢ OIHER ARFAS OF INFLUENCE

1 While going to school 41id you work &t sane part time Job?
How many hours & week?

2, While going to school did you provide your own cpending money?
3. Did you buy your own clothes?

L, Did you own your own car?  Wag the car given to youj __
5, Did you particirate in athletics? As often as possidble
Occagionally ~ not atall __

6. How 0old werc you when you first seriously comsgidered becaning
a8 priest? __When you first censidered becaning & Jesult? _ .

7. To whar did you first announce your intentliom of entering the

Soclety?

8. Which do you think contributed more to the development of your

voca tion? Hame ____ School Undecided

9. What were the strongest influences (e.g persas things, talks.

=3 o4 that contributed to the develomment of your vocatim?




9. (Be specific)

10, What were the influences in the school which were discouraging

to your own and (in your opinien) to others' vocatims? _

11. Wnhat slements do you think were missing in the school which

would have been helpful in deciding your vocatio?

12, Was there any single event that cauged you to maéke your decl-

sion to enter the Scociety?_ . __ Explain

13 Was thereo either too little or too much talk about vocatims

arowmd your high school? Too little Too much _____No comment

a—

14, Did your grammar school teachers influence your vocation?

A great deal _ A mcoderote amouwnt _____not at all

THANKX YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND COOPERATIQN |
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