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CHAPTER 1
THE PROBLEM

"The United States of America atiracts foreign students from all
over the worlde Only in recent yeare, howsver, Americans beocsme aware of the
increasing number of foreign students in thelr countrys. Today many Ameriocans
realize that foreign studonts are not just passing through the sountry like
tourists but that they are also observing and studying Americen faults and
virtues. The attitudes of these unefficial ambassadors to Zasriscs may be
colored by pleasant or unploasant experiences during their visit. Beyond the
personal differences, however, students can sense behind the kindness that
Americans show them something of the old "Chinese complex" which once blinde
ed oriental people to the achievement of other cultures. Often the Amerie
can assumes that his way of life is the best and that every foreigner, if
he is intelligent, will sdopt it and teke it back with him to his homeland.
This attitude of superiority cen lead to harmful propagands for Ameriscae. The
foreign student often reacts negatively to this superiority or else, if he
sscepts and relays the American auperieldty. he often 1s looked upon with
suspicion in his own country.

There are, of course, misunderstandings caused by the foreign stu-
denta' lack of training in the English language. In addition, it ie true
that the expectations of many students who comw to this country ere far from

reality. America often appeals to them as en ideal place where democrasy,




prosperity end equality reign without compromise.

I was ensmoured of Americen Demoorscyj I had a burning desire

to go to a country which I believed was the leader of Today

and Tomorrow, and which was so free from all burdens end come

plexes of old recess I wented to die in America where demoore~

oy was practiced.
In trying to understand this problem of mutual intersction between fdreign
students and Americans, meny oross-—cultural committees have been founded in
different universities and some sociological studiss have been mede.

According te the annusl census of foreign students in the United
States, student exchange increased tremendously during the perioed 1930=1955.
There were 9,634 foreign students studying here in 1930, end 33,647 in
19552 representing an increase of three hundred per cent, while the number
of American students incressed only one hundred per cente

Inoreases in the number of the "students from countriees whose cul-
tures differ markedly from our (American) own,"” have been encourasged in
recent years by the nmphuuin‘ on scientific achievement of Americe eand the
contact of Americen citizens with the people of the Near East and FPar East
during World warr Il. The total number of foreign students in the United

States in 1956 wes 43,309, of these, 13,301 or thirty percent ere from the

lNorma Kiell, "Attitude of Foreign Students,® Journal of Higher
Edusation, vole XX, { June, 1551), pe 198. =T

2Institute of International Education, Education for One World,
(NO' York, March, 1”5).

Jora Du Bois, !orggg Students and Higher Education in the U.8.A.,
(Washington'noco. 1%6)’ pe 4o

’




Far East, twenty-three percent from latin Ameries, ﬁ.‘r'hm percent from
Europs, fourteen percent from Canada and Bermuda and thirteen percent from
the Near and Middle Bast.”

. Obviously those students coming from the Far East bring with them
ocustoms which differ radically from these of the United States and Europe.
They have more seocio-cultural edjustments to malke than other students whose
national cultures are based on Europesn models. Studies referring to the
sd justments in Ameries of the students of one netionmality group are rare.
The American Experiences of Swedish Students 5 and Indisn Students on sn
Amorican Osmpus® or No Frombier of learning! are a few of the works which
have attempted to do thise Ne studies, however, have been made of the adjuste

ment problems of individusl oriental nationslities. Difficulties in measur-
ing cultural differences betwoen East end West would be simplified.

This study 1is & small effort toward the understending of the adjust-
mentes of one group of Oriental students in America. Being a foreign student
from Viet Nem, the author has restricted this study to her own group — the

956) klncutm of International Edusation, Open Door, (New York, June,
1956 )

J8c0tt De Franklin, Committee on Cross-cultursl Edusation, (Univer-
sity of Minnesota Press, 1956).

6umhort and Bressler, Committee on Orose-cultural Edusation, (Uni-
vereity ef Minnesota Pross, 1956).

7Ra1ph Ison Beale, Research Council, (University of Minnesota Press,
(1956)
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Vietnamese students in Americe. In considering the problem of adjustment of
such students; it was thought thet perhape there might be e relati'onnth
between the adjustments of the Vietnamese students in Ameriea and the degree
of Westernization of their parents which rosulted from their contact with
Prench people in Viet Name This Westernismation will be measured by their -
odusation, profession, occupation, some customs in the family and some in-
fluences of parents upon their children.

Vietnamese culture has changed greatly during the last eighty years
of Frenoch ocoupation. Though the Frensh people are no longer in Viet Nam,
their culture has left ite imprint on the Vietnamese society and family,
whether the Vietnamese like it or not.

Malgre le colonisme et contre_lui, la culture frangaise a
conquis le peuple Vietnamien.8

In spite of the opposition of the Vietnamese to French colo-
nisstion, French culture has conquered the Vistnemess psople.

In order to know how muh the Vietnamese society and education have
been changed under the French influsnce ocne must go beck to the Vietnamese
traditional family and the old edusation pattern of Viet Neam before the ro=
manization? ef the Vietnemese written languages This may give some indice~
tions why vWesternization of parente may be of benefit in the adjustment of
Vietnamese studente in America, |

Sphanm Quan Den, Yolonté Vietnamienne, Edition Thiet Thuo, (Paris,
1956)s pe 13

- 9The Vietnemese written langusge wes romanized in the early ninee-
teenth century by a ostholic priest: Alexandre de Rhode, (Ibid., pe 10)e




Zhe Vietnamess Traditionel Femily
Like most of the Fer Eastern societies, the family in Viet Nam was

patriarohal, patrilocal and patrilineals Of all the relatienships in the
family, the one between the father and son was the moet important. The
family was deeply influenced by Chinese traditions end philosophye The teache
ings of Confucius were the basis for Vietnamese culture, morality and be-
haviors &h'y phyod a msar part in dipreoting the Vietnamese fanily and the
ur. at mont 1ndivs.dua}.s vhother my wore literate or nots

Mcording to Qenfmius, overything should begin at homes Only a good

......

son ean hooom a gaod hmban&; a good husbend, a good father; s goed father
in tha fams.ly, a good mbjoot in the court and in the service of his emperor.
This teaching ocan be sumed up in these relatione;

Ruler-subject

Husband~vife

oxdéhﬁéﬁzcr

Mcndnrrund

naaurbnwm

The following norms of behavior were idealized in most traditionmal

Vietnemese families: the absolute right ef parents over childron, the faith
of & umnt to hzs mutw. tbo everlasting and umchangeable bond between
triend-, the lm md respect of people towsrd their kinge Ths father and
son relationship within the kinsbip solidarity is the basic unit of the
family, and alse of the society. The son hee to revere and respect his parents.
Parents and children are to love one another, but Confucius siressed the dew
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votion of children to parents which is called "Fillal Plety" and which is
also the "Root of all virtues.® ‘

This virtus was so wsil earried out by the Vietnamese in the old
days that De Rosny remaried:

le peuple jeune se distingue des autres moins par la cous'

leur de sa peau or par la forme de ses y:u{ que par 1'ime

porterce qu'il attache & la plété £iliale.l0

* The yellow people differentiate themselves from other people

less by the color of their skin or the shape of thelr eyes than

by the imporiance they give to filisl piety.
The devoted child was to fan his pavents' bed in summer and warm it in
vintere It wes not encugh for him to simply fulfill his f£ilisl obligations
but he must do them with love and respects Engraved in the minds of the
people, this attitude wes reflected in art, literature and law. The code
of Lo') oven stated thet a son must be severely punished if his lack of
support to his parents caused their sulocide:

81 les enfants sont pauvres et ne sont pas cspables de se
erder des ressources pour subvenir aux besoins de lewr pére
ou mere et que do la resulte le suleide de ses parents qui
finissent per se pendre, les enfants seront punis de 100
coups de Truongl? et de 1'exil de trois mille iyll.*

mlgw Huy lai quoted De Rosny in his artioles"is probleme des
rapports de la famille ot ds la perserme humaine en pays d'Annem," Cercles
d‘studes sociales catholiques (Hanoli, 19%9), pe 26.

nolé code of lew originated under the dynasty of le and was used
in Viet Nem before ihe French ocoupations

: m’i‘x‘uong in Vietnumese means lashing.

]‘5&' is & unit of four kilcmwters.




If the ochildren were poor and were not capable of creeating

resources to meet the need of their mother or father, thus

leeding te suilcide of their parents, the children will be

punished with 100 Truong and exiled from their home 300 Ly.
Children were responsible for their parenis' debts end were obliged to mourn
‘them after their deaths.l4 Article eighty of Code Gia Long proclalmed thats

Quiconque en deuil de son pere ou de ss mere prend femme
sera puni eee ot lo marriage sera casse.l)

Whiever, while mourning his mother or father tales wife,
will be punished « « « and the marriage will be invalid.

Although ohildren had many filial duties, they did not have any
rights in the femily. Their marriage was family affair and not their owne
Parents played an impertant part in the marriage of their son and daughter.
It was a matter of taking a daughter —inelsw or marrying off a daughter for
the parents and not a matter of choosing a life~mete for the children.

Bstween husband and wife, the relation was not as romantio as it is
in the Western societiose. The wife in most cases was more of a procreation
partner of her husbend than s romantic and intellectusl life-mates In publie,
men and wife were to appeer indifferent toward each othere During a quarrel
between his wife and his mother, & man was elweys to side his mother even
though he knew that his wife wes perfectly right. When the wife died, the
husband was expected to show some grief but never so mush as to neglect his

Brnres yoars of mourning for both parentse During this time the
ochildren were not to be seen in colorful c¢lothes, in publis entertsimment
. Places or wedding parties and so on, sfter: Luong Duc Thiep, Xa Hol Viet
Yem, (Hanol, May, 1944), pe 259«

Vnguyen Huy iai, "le famille annamite et la perscune humaine,® la
famille annamite 8% la personne husaine, (Hanoi, 1939), pe 2.




filial dutye

— A boy was always more esteemed than e girl becsuse “girls do not
belong to their family.® when a boy grew up he would stey under the fanily
roof, replece his father as head of the family, and promote the ancestors’
worship, while the girl would marry and leave her paternel home. Confuoius
said, in regard to this matter: "Having ten daughters is having nothing,
baving @ son is having a childe" After merriage, the girl belonged totally
to her husband's family. Her first duty es a merried woman was the duty of
a daoghter-in-law and not of a wifee Of course, she owed her husband love
and reepect and unoonditional obedience, but her obedience to his parents
came first just as his did.

A good girl was suppesed to have four virtues: fidelity, speech,
appsarance and worke In addition there were three subordinations: to parents
~ when a maiden, to husband when married, to son when husband disse It was
only by her virtues and her good work that she could gain love in her new
family and make her own mother happy to have such a good girl who could
get along with her in-laws.

8ince, as Cont'ucius said, brothers and sisters "come from the same
source," they were to love one another, help ome another and support one
another, if necessary. In e fatherless family, the eldest son had authority
over the household even over his mothere The authority the eldest son held
over his brothers basceme more stringent when applied to sisterse The eof-
feative content cf this zelation wes what has been called loosely *Fraternal

love" in the Weste It was a disgrace for brothers to dissgres or quarrel.




The family, therefore, as e result of this soliderity and because
of ite many important funotions wes the major unit of socletys It was the
place where children first learned how to live sccording to the customs of
their family and ths expectation of noeiety.'m A son would learn social
obligations from his father or his elder brother. Usually, in the family,
the father was the model of his son, and the mother the model of her daughe
tor. Their influsnce upon the children wes so great that the children
could readily be considered miniatures of their perentse *As the father so
the son,' or "As the mother so the daughter.® These were populay proverbs
in Viet Neme

Another important function of the family wes ancestor worships A
man's first duty was 1o revere his parentes This duty extended not only to
living parents but sven to one's forefathers. Death never seperated people
of the seme family, sinoce there was a belief that the souls of the dead re-
mained alive in the family unite The most unhappy men was the sonless
father who left no one behind to give him honor efter hs died. Mencius sald:
"There are three things which viointe f£ilial pilety, and to bave no son is
the worst.® It meant having no ons to perform the rite and secure the eter-
nal life of the grandparents and parents.

The old Vietnamese family was very much like the Ghinese family be-

161'1130 Forest, Child Development, (New York, 1955), ppe 171=173.

If this is trus of the socialization of the child in Americe,
how much more important would this be in the Chinese and Vietinamess homes
where the family plays a much greater psrt in the life of an individumle
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cause of the long Chinese domimation in Viet Naml7 and because of their
common religiens Budduisme The Vietnomeuve family, however, lile any other
femily has been subjest to changese With the new influences from culture it
bas changed and the old organization of family is no longer the sames. We
will discuss its present form as & result of thees social transformations,

after a brief discussion of traditional Vietnamepe education.

Ihe Vietnumess Traditional Eduscation

Although the Vietnamese had their own oral langusge, the Chinese
characters constituted the official written languages The system of education
wes almost, if not exactly, the sams as in Chinae. learned men were supposed
to know how to write besutifully, compose poems, and know thoroughly the
Four Books and Five Olassiss which were the basis of Chiness life and phi-
losophys Only by being educated could a men make a place for himself in his
socletye For example, the king selected his ministers by means of difficult
exaninationsse

When & child first began his sohooling, he was taught how to write
properlye His first effort at study was to memorize "Man is good by birth*
== the confucisn primer -~ which he lesrnsd by heart whether it made sense
40 him or not. As the ehild grew, the fether or the teacher would teach him

17viet Nam was on and off under the domination of China for cen-
turiess '
First domination lested from 111 B.Ce to 39 AlD.
Second domination lasted from 45 to 544 AdDe
Third domination lasted from 603 to 939 A«De
For details, ses:
Tran Trong Kim, Viet Nem Su Luoc, Editien Tan Viet, (Hanoi, 1951).
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the eayings of Confucius in Lin Yu: to act according to ggmm, to be~
1ieve in the divination written in I Chung, and t6 base his condust on the
moral textbook of Chu Shinge These four books were slways studied in this
order. He followed exactly the sams routine as the Chinese student.

Education was highly valusd and generally was given at homes. Students
enriched their memories, developed thelr intelligence, and learned te i}iu
poetry and to lmow the lives of China's ancient scholarse After these atudies,
the young soholars were expected to write philosophicel dissertationse The
number of students in a class grouping seldom exceeded twelve and they were
constantly under the surveillance of their parente. If thsy went to & neighe
bor's house to study, they were under the eye of their parents! friends or
under their teacher who was considered their second fathers The fanily ine
flusnce on ite own members was strong everywhere, but strongest in higher
c¢lags famillea.

ie clan familial l'enveloppait de son armaturs pulssante

ot continuait & diriger sa vie surtout quand 11 gravissait

les dehelons do la hidrarchic mandarinale, car o ‘est dans

cotte classe deo la sociétd que la gu&nm‘ de la famille

attainte son point le plus eleve.)

The family clan embraced the student within ite strong

framework and continued to direct his life, especially

if he were climbing up the ladder of mandarinele hierarchy,

because it is in that class of socclety that the family
strength reached its highest point.

18g, p. Cardiere, "Elites annemites,” Ie probleme sociel aux coloniew
(Hﬁrﬂﬁillﬁ’ 1930), Pe ‘i%o
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S8ince the formation of moreal life was prior to formation of the ine
tellectunl life, a student was taught in the family and in the school how to
conduct himself before he was taught to write and reade With this kind of
edusetion and traditional family organization, there were pesace and order in

the Vietnamese family and society, and the whole world outside was ignored.

Ihe New Education

Much of the Vietnamese culture began changing as soon as French rule
was esteblishede The French langusge graduslly replaced the Ohinese charao-
tors. New schools were built and new oustoms were i.nmduéod 1o Viet Name

Is rideau de fer coleniste etait ls negation de la libertd
d'schenge culturele Il brisait net les coursnts de pensses
internationaux, leur interdissait 1'zocés au Viet Name Ia
presse ot la litterature frangaise elles-mémes etalent
sevbrement censurdes. Seuls avelent droit d'entrde les
livres et lss journeux *bien pensant® depourvus des "iddes
subsersives® de liberte national et de justlice socialesld

The ocurtain of csolonislism prevented freedom of cultursl
exchanges Contact with other countries was forbidden in
Viet Bame Forelgn press and litersture were not allowed

in Viet Rem and even French literature and press were
severely censored. Only "rigm thinking" books and journals
devoid of "subversive idess® about national freedom and
social justice had the right to exist.

Freedom to leave the couniry wes restrictede Only with difficulty
were the Vietnamese allowed abroad, and when they were, France was their only
cholce.

Yet, in spite of all its shortooming, the new education brought inte

19Pham Quang Dan, Volonte Vie ienne, Edition Thiet Thus, (Paris,

1951)3 Pe 21,
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Viet Nam by the Frenoch protectorate government was & progressive steps Viet-
nemese educated under the new plan becems interested in science, noi idess,
and occldental cultures The use of Chinese characters in writing, indeed
every aspect of the old education of Confueius snd Mencius were shaken by the
new influsnce. The literary class, once highly respscted in the old society,
was unwanted in this ohanging society where "gold and bronze are mixed." Al
though still socially respected, it was difficult for them to obtain jobs and,
[ therefore to be secure financially unless they *disgrace® themselves by co-
opo_uting with the new govermment.

Vietnamese society ias for & long time torm between regret for the
pest and a desire for the new educatione It beoams s good topie for discuseion
and writing. The well~known Vietnemese poet, Tu Xuong, who was e vistim of
his time, once uttered bitterly:

" Biet ray di hoe leam thay ky
Cung tol sam banh, sang sua bos20

I oould have studied to becoms & mere clerk
And have champsgne st night and milk in the morning.

Whether the Vietnamese lilked this kind of education or not it made
no differences If they wanted their children to be educated, the only schools
avallable were French govermmental schools where the new education wee given.
Here, they learned wWestern ideas which were very different from, if not op~

posite to, what their fethers had believed. The Western idea in education was

2014 Van Sieu, Van Minh Viet Nem , Pham Van Tuoi xuat ban, (Hanoi,
1955)s pe 1130




14

t0 develop the child's ability to think independently, and moral formation,
given first place in the old education, wes neglected in the news ﬁiﬂms
oonnected with the family and cherished by Confucisn scholars were considered
hermful to the progress of socletys Children were taught to teke part ilu soe
siety and to acoamplish their duty es oitizens not ss members of the family.2l

The influence of French culture in Viet Nem was and is still great.
From grade school through the university, all subjects were taught in Frenche.
Many Vietnamese could speak French better than their mother tongue and they
knew more uﬁnut French literature than Vietnamsse literature. As part of
French history the Vlietnamese learned the French Revolution of 1789 with its
eloquent device "Vivre libre ou mourir®22 now engraved inside the Pantheon.
The ides expressed in the motto sppealed to many nations; it certainly left
its imprints on the soul of many Vietnemesae A Prench writer has said: "C'est
le plus besu fruit de ls Frence au Viet Nsm, celul dont elle a la plus raison
d'dtre £18re.*23 *It s the most beautiful result of French influence on Viet
Nem, the one of which France has the moet reason to be proud of.*

Ihe Modern Vistnemose Family

As might be expected, changes in education were felt in the fenmily
tooe The Vietnemese femily, stable and harmonious es it was, suffered con-

fliots hetween the older generation and the younger generstione. The old

2247 9ve free or die."

23 phem Quang Dan's quotation in Volonts Vietnamienne, Edition Thiet
Thus, (Paris, 1955), pe 9o




15

people 8till hed the imprints of the past and the young people had all the
fresh merke of a new formation. Family confliotes teok place: disputes between
parents who were faithful to the old treditions and children who wanted to
adopt the new way of lifes The confliots happened more often in the city
where children had more contact with the Weet than in the country where emly
e amall number sould afford te go to sohoole Yot; despite these conflicts,
cultural differences within the fanily never beceme seriously disruptive.
Children still generally respected and loved their parents, and the parents
generally wers broad-minded encugh te avoid crises. Tolerance ceme from a
deep desire to keep the family in peave and happinesse.

Relationships within the family, however, were somewhat changed
since it was no longer parents, but the eshool which told the children what
to doe The old home sdusetion wes replaced by school esducations Children were
left to themselves and their friends and were often sent away to school even
as far as Frances The family lost en important pert of its control over the
child.24

The family remained united but its funetions were diminishing or
changinge Education was taken over by the schoole The ancestor worship, once
so deer to the people, was losing its importance in the family (because of
the introduction of Christienity). Marriages were no longer errenged by

parents in many cases, even though the parents were consulted in this matter.

2hyouyen Huy Iai, "le Probléme dos Rapports de la Femille et de

le Fersonne en Pays d'Aunam,” la Famille Annamite et la Personne Humaine,
(Banoi, 1939)s pe 39
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The relationship of the daughter-in-law to her mother-in-law became less
strict and the old hardship was not toleratede Usually the sdusated daughter-
in~-law wanted to be treated like an educeted free womene Yet, even now, if
the husbend is wise, he can satiefy both his mother and his wif'e, and keep
the family peace25 Often the mother still listens to her son and the wife
obeys her husbande

The mother, however, has lost her right in the family and is con-
‘fusod about the new way of life. She looks upen the new socolety as a degen-
eration of the one she used to knowe She suffers to see her children, whom
shs has worled so hurd to put through school, not seeing things ths same way
she dosse What she gets from them is not what she has dresmed all her life.

’ les parents souffrent emsrement de voir leur enfants

qui ont €te pendant leur jeune ege, l'objet de mille

soin ot tendresse, reagir contre eux, se detachent complete~

ment d'eux quand ils deviennent grands.2§

Parents, who have given great care and love to their grow

ing children now suffer bitterly ss the children rebel
against them and detach themselves from the family when

they grow upe

The Vietnamess family wss chenged during almost a century under
Frenoh influence, and it still is chenginge 8ince the country became inde-
pendent26, it has had contact with Western countries other than Europes With

2O pbid., pe 4.

26?19’:. Nem becsme independent aftey the end of the Second World Ware
But she only received her real independence at the end of 1954 efter ten
yoars of fighting with the French army in Viet Nam, and with the cost of the
divieion of the country into two parts, the North part went to the Vietne-
mese communist authoritye
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the division of Viet Nem into two parts at the end of 1954, and wi‘_hh the
migration of the KNorthern Vietnamese to the South in order to escape from
the sommunist regime in the North, the family must have undergone even fure
ther chengess There is no way of knowlng, however, what these chdnges have
actuelly beens

These changes within the family structure and funotion were cerw
tein to exprees themselves in the socielization and education of the childrend|
Westernized parents would transmit to their children Weetern ideas. Because
of this, the author felt that there would be & relation between the adjuste
ments ef the Vietnamese students in Amerisa end the degree of Westernization
of their parents at homee The degres of Westernimation is related to the
extent these parents have aegwud the French influence in Viet Nam.

Since American culture has its bu}.n in European culture, it seomed
logical that the more Westernid the parents of the Vietnamese students were,
the less difficult would be their adjustments in the "western" United States.
Whether this paper will support this hypothesis or not, will be answered in
the following chapters.




OHAPTER 11
METHODS AND TEOHNIQUES

During the French protection in Viet Nam, which lasted for almost
a century, the educated Vietnsmess were deeply influenced by French eduwation
and French culturee We have noted in the previous chapler that France was
the only place the Vietnamese ocould have gome if tbey wished to go abroade
The student though eager to know and te les-n s=bout the rest of the world
wep given no opportunity to do soe This wee due partly to the French poliey
in Viet Nem and partly to the student's foreign lsngusge background. Because
French wae taught in all schools as the afficial language, many Vietnamess
students apoks French flmm’ly sometimes even better than thelr native
tonguse Therefore, they would have been more inolined to go to France if they
wanted to maice thelir studies overseas even if the French had been more lenient
in giving visas to go elsavhere than to Francee

The number of Vietnamese students in France increased greatly every
yoar. In Paris, they outnumbered any group of foreign studentse There are so
many of them in the student district, *Quarter letin" in Paris, that it has
been called "Colonie Vietnamienne en France.® This shows, more or less the
love of scholarship among the Vietnameses There has mever been & lack of in-
terest in educetion in Viet Name However, up to 1945 when Viet Name beocame
independent, education was enjoyed only by a minority or elite group who

eould afford ite Since then, the goverrments, both communist and nationaliet,
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have tried to overcome this educational shortoominge The program, however,
wae not carried out succesafully dus to the peliticel crieis and ‘t.hé war
betwesn Viet Nem and France for nine yesrs (1946-1954). The Vietnamese sduse-
tional system remained almost the same until 1952 except for the switeh from
Frenoh to Vietnamese as the official languagesl

With the new politioal status of the country, more Vietnamese who
~wented to go abrosd were free to choose the host countrye According to the
Service Culturel de Heut Commisseriat du Viet Nam en France, the number of
Vietnemese students in Pranee reeached its highest point during the schoel
yoar of 1950-1951« During this sams year, some twenty Vietnamese first came
to Ameriea«2 Thay were grantees of the Vieinsmese Catholis Educetional Pro-
grame It wap relatively a emsll number, if we compare it with the number of
Vietnemese students in Francee Exc luding those who go to echool in Peris there
wore 755 or 91«5 per cent men and 7 or 845 per cent women in schools in
France.

This trend to go sbroad was highly encouraged when the government
scholerships were incresseds The government had given 328 scholarships in 1951
while the total number of scholerships in both 1948 and 1949 was only 34647

3‘Infomt.tan from the Vietnamsse Cathelic Educational Program. This
organization is still et work under the direction of the Reve Fathsr Emmanusl
Jacques (2 Belglan missiommary priest to Viet Nem), representative of the
Vietnamese Blshops in Americas

awaording to Amnaulsirye des Etats Associes: Camgodge, laos, Viet Nem
Edition Dileutremer et Hava (1953), ps 107e

Information from the Service Culturel du Haut Qommissariat du Viet
Hem en France.
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8ince the independence period, the number of Vietnamese studente in
Americe hes been increassed every year because the Unitsd States opﬂnly baclks
the Republis of Viet Neme It may also have resulted from the fact that younmg
Vietnenese now can easily obtain informatlion about Americe through the Amweri-
can Embassy and the American Information Service in Viet Nam. The studente
have turned to Amsriocs, hoping that what they will learn in this technically
advanced land will help them be useful to the reconstrustion of Viet Name
According to the Forelign Studente record in the United Ststes,; there were
elighty=four Vietnamese students in Americe during the school yser 1952-1956
(see table I) which an inecrease of 6648 per cent while the total inoresse of

foreign students from the Far East in America increessed only thirty per ce‘nto“

TABIE I
NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE STUDENRTS IN AMERIDA - 1952-1957

School year Male Fomele Total
1952195 9 25 84
195 1952 68 27 H
2z B3 B
1%2--1957 100 Zg 140

The hypothesis of this paper ianvolves the possible relation between

&Enotituu of International Education, Foreign Students Census,
(1552, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956)f

Institute of International Education, Qpen Door (1956), pe Ge
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the adjustment of the Vietnemese students in Ameriocs and the degrees of
Westernization of their parente back in Viet Neme With the assumption thet
there is a direot influence of parents on ohildrem, the author believes that
the more Westernized (or French-like) the parents of Vietnamese students in
America aio. the less difﬁcult would be the students' adjustment to Ameri-
can scclety and school life. -

'\ The author received the addresses of the Vietnamese students in
Americs from the Vietnamese Catholis Students Association in Americams This
organi.};aubn was founded in 1951 by e group of Vietnamese students who rece
ognized the need to plan and work together to establish some kind of organim
gation for the growing number of Vietnamese stwdents who would come to study
in Amerisae It serves the purpose of strengthening the relations among the
Vietnamese students in Amerioa and to help them later serve their country
acoording to the Catholic spirite All Vietnamese students in the United Stated
end Cenade can become members regardless of their religien, if they agres
with the constitution of the organisations '

Vietnamese students in the United States and Canada

are eligible for membership regardless of whether

they are Catholic or not, but they muat sgres with

the basie principles of the Christian dootrine.)

Since the list of the esscoiation is most complete and up to date,
it was used in preference to the list of addresses provided by the Embaasy

of Viet Nem in America. The totel number on the list was 140, excluding those

“Hoi sinh Vien Cong Giao Viet Nam Tei My, Ghuong Viet, (Mey, 1956),
pe Te ‘ . ;
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who had gone home, the number was only 125.
A six-page questionnaire was sert to the 125 Vietnamese students now
attending school in the United States.

Analyeis of the Questionnaires

General information was sought in the first section of the quesw
tionnaires There were ten questions which dealt with the location of school
attended, kind of sohool attended, status of student, date of birth , sex,
lengih of the time the student has been in Americs, other countries vizited,
why he chose Americe rether than any other country, and extent of English
lmown before coming to Americae

The second pert of the questionnsire consieted of eight questions
directed &t the background of the parents, their religion, education, osccupaw
tion, end the ettitudes concerning a few cuastoms and idems related to their
Westernizgtion.

The third part consisted of seven queetions pertalning teo impressions
and experisnces of the students in Americae The first two consider the ime
pressions of ths student before coming to Americe, the next three deal with
his experiences since he has been in America, and the last two concern hie
likes and dislikes in America.

The lest section of the guesticnnaire concerns iteelf with the ede
justments of the students in school and out of schoole It considers what
idess and prectices to which the student found it most, or least, diffiocult
4o adjust, his attitudes toward the student-teacher relationship in the
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American echool, and the clubs to which he belongs as a measurs of his social
adjuatmpnt- In eddition, the informent is esked the degree to which he has
adjusted to Americen food and customs, and which customs he would or would
not definitely introduse to his homeland when he returned.

Five out of 125 questionnaires ( four per cent ) were returned te
the sender because of faulty addresses or because the addressee had moved
without leaving his (or her) forwerding addresse Seventy~twe questionnaires
or sixty per cent were returned, out of whica only 41 ov 5649 per cent can
be usede The other twenty=one were too incomplete to be of use.

These fortyeone students ere from sixteen different states as shown

in table II.

TABLE 1I
STATES IN WHICH THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN THE SAMPLE GO TO SCHOOL

Sam—
e

" State Number of studente

Connecticut
Florida
Illinols
Indiana

Iowa

Kanseas
Massachusetts
Montana
Minnesota
Hew York
Oklahona
Ohio
Fennsylvania
Texue
Washington
Wisconsin

o
s-c’ CO 4t 1o IO 4o ot N0 o b\ PAN\DE S B Job Pos

Total
R
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Out of the forty-one students, 609 per cent or twenty=five attend
a private sohoole It is interesting that the number of students in ocur sample
is so well divided betwsen men and women (see table III)e This is surprising
when we consider the percentage of Vietnameee girl students In France, which
according to thc Servius Culturel du Haut Comaissariat du Viet Nam en France

was slightly below ten per cent, prior to 195l.

TABLE III
NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE s'rwm:s IN AMERICA DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR
OF 1956 « 1957 A8 DIVIDED BY BEX.

T Sex T Number of utuden;; Percentage
Male 26 63kt
Feumale 15 365

T} 999

This relatively high percentage of student girls shows & marked change in
the status of women in Viet Nam nowadayse Qur grandmothers end our mothers

~ were to stay in the home and learn the duty of a wife and mothsrs They were
given no chance to go to sohool acoording to the eold tradition in Viet Nem.
Reflecting the old tradition, thirty mothers out of forty-one in our group
were housewives (853 per cent)e Only one mother had a college aducation,
while uoet of the others either have a grade school or a high school educa-
tione Slightly over half of them did not have any formel education at all or
completed only the grade school (see table IV).
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TABIE IV _
- EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF THE MOTHERS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS

IN AMERICA
level of edwation  Kumber of students  Percentage
. Ne educetion y 9.7
Grade sohool 18 43,9
High school 18 43.9
College 1 244
Ly %

8ince the time of independence, Vietnamese girls have had equal ep~
portunity with the boys to get higher sducations This has been partly due
10 the orgenization of women formed under the sponsorship of the communiet
governments There was a trend among young women to ask for equal rights
(such as the right to vote) with mene Shortly after the revolution of Viet
Minh, the National Union of Vietnamese Women (Hoi Lien Hiep Phu Nu Viet Nem)
wes formed, aiming at the Emancipation of Women (Gisi Phong Phu Nu)e¢ The
new constitution of the republic of Viet Nam states:

Women enjoy full end equsl rights as men under the
Constitution in every respect.

In addition, the relatively low percentage of male students in our sample
may be due partly to the general mobilizetion and the restriction of sending

63. Je Coughin, The Position of Women in Viet Nam, (1950), p. 38

Sor————
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young men overseas since they mmy be needed eny time for the defense of
thelir country.

As far as religion is concerned, the sample is almost equally divided
among Catholiss and Buddhists: twenty-one or 512 per cont are Catholic and
twenty or 49.8 per cent ere Buddhist, although Catholice in Viet Nem repree
sent only ten per cent of the whole population of twenty five million (see
teble V)« This may be explained by the faot thet many Catholic studente came

here under the susplces of the Catholie Educational Progrem in Amerioca.

TABLE V
VIETRAMESE STUDENRTS IN THE SAMPLE ACCORDING
TO THEIR RELIGION

S——— ——— vt ——
e ——— ——— — —

Religion Rumber of students = Percentage
Buddhism 20 49.8
Catholicisn 21 51e2
Total 41 100.00

In order to leave the country it is necessary to have either the first
pert or the second part of a Baccalaureat degree (equalling the Jumior
College in the American system of education)e Therefore, all the informants

are college students, working for a BeAes, MeAe, or PheD. (oee table VI).
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TABLE VI |
STUDENTS' STATUS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN THE SAMPLE

Student status Rumber of students Percentage
Freshnan 2 48
Sophomore 6 146
Junior 5 12.1
Senior 10 243
Working for a MeAe 15 3147
Working for a PheDs 5 12.1
Total 4 999

The age ranges from 18 to 38 and the majority of them are from 20 to 29:
thirty-four or 77«2 per cent; eix or l4.6 per cent are over 29 (see table VIIH

TABIE VII
VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN AMERICA AS DISTRIBUTED BY THEIR AGE

Age Rumber of students Percentage
less then 19 4 9e7
20 to 24 16 2940
25 to 2 15 3645
30 to 34 4 9e7
More than 34 1 244
No answer 1 244
Total 41 997

The number of years the Vietnamese studente heve been in the United
Btates mey have an important impact on their adjustments while in this
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countrye. Mosti of them steted that they have been in America for more than

two years: thirty or 75.1 per cent. Only nine students have been here for

less than two years; four, less than one year; five, less than one year and

e half (see table VIII).

Other characteristics of ths sample that might be related to our

problem would be: the reason why the students chose to cnmé to the United

~ States instead of going slsewbere ( see table IX), their source of informa-

tion before coming (see teble X) and finally their ability to epeak and +o

understand English when they first cam (see table XI).

TABLE VIII

{ENGTH OF TIME VIETNAMESE 8TUDENTS HAVE BEEN IN THE UNITED STATES.

length of time Nuaber of students Peroentage
lses than one year 4 97
From 1 year to 1% yoars 5 121
From 2 years to 2 8 19.0
From 3 years to 6 14.6
Fronm %4 years to 6 1446
From 5 yoars to 2 4.8
From & ywars to 5 12.1
From 7 years to T ;nara 3 T3
No answer 2 4.8
Total 51 10040




TABIE IX
REASON wHY THE VEETHAMESE STUDENTS IN AMERICA CHOSE TO COME

TO AMERICA

Reason Number of students Percentage
Scholarship 17 b1k
Isading oountry in scimnoces 15 3645
Only chence to go abroad 2 4.8
Fanily's wish 2 4.8
American culture and civilization 2 4.8
To bs able to work through school 2 4.8
Curiosity 1 2.4
Total 41 100.0

TABIE X
SQURCES OF INFORMATION ABOQUT AMERICA OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS
IN AMERIOA BEFORE COMING.

Source of informstion Rumber of studente Fercentage
Books 2! 512
Movies 11 26.8
American friende 6 1.6
Vietnamese graduates from

American schools 3 75

S— AN

Total ‘?1 999
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TABIE X1
ABILITY OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDEKTS TO UNDERSTAND AND BPEAK ENGLISH
WHEN THEY FIRST OAME TO AMERIDA

Capacity Number of students Percentege
Able to speak flusntly 3 T3
Able to speek fairly well 8 14.6
Able to spesk very little 28 6842
Not able to speak b 907
Total h1 999
Able to understend perfectly
lectures given in class 4 97
Able to understend partly
lestures given in class - 20 49.8
Kot able to understend
leotures given in clasa 13 31.7
No answer 4 9e7
Total 41 999

It would seem that the expectetion of the students before coming te
the host country may heve en impaoct on their adjustments. While it it not
valid to say that if the student's experience were up to his expectations,
he would be more adjusted than a student whose personal experiences were
far from whatever hs expected, these attitudes are indications of some satisw
faction in the sdjustment processs The expectations of the informants ranged

from the ideas that Amerioa is a land of perfection to the idea that it is
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& country of gangsters and cowboys (ses table XII); but most of them ( twelve
or 29.2 per cent) thought of America as a rich country where freedom reigns

(8ix or 14.6 per cent) and people do not have to work hard to earn a living
(three or 7.3 per cent).

TABIE XI1I
IMPRESBIONS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS ABOUT AMERICA BEFORE
COMING 70 THE OQUNTRY.

Impression Number of studente Percentage
Rish country 12 2942
No hard work 3 T3
Ideanlistic 6 4.6
land of Freedom 7 17.0
Begregation and land of

gangstors 3 Te3
Advanced soiences 10 2he3
Totel 41 998

Ten of the students gave their impressions about Americs as an advanced
country of sciences. This may be the regson why most of them are majoring
in technology and the natural sciences { see table XIII).

With this basic data about our group of Vietnamese students in America,
we turn our attention to the degree of Westernization of their parentse This
will be followed by an analysis of the adjustments of the Vietnemese students
in Ameriea, the conolusion found in the study concerning this adjustment and

some suggesiions for further researche
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VIETNAMESE STUDENIS IN AMERICA IN OUR

SAMPLE

Sub ject Numbey of students Percentage
Literature snd Arts 12 292
Sovcial Solences 9 21.8
Technology and Natural

Selences 19 h6e3
Total 4 93
TR T




CHAPIER III
DEGREE OF WESTERNIZATION OF THE VIETNAMESE PARENTS.

In our first chapter we discussed the Vietnamese society before and
after the French dominetion in Viet Nam. Although French idees and customs
were at first considered harmful to the traditional way of life and rejected
by the people, they are now part of the Vietnsmese culture. The Vietnamese
poople have learned to like them, and consciously or uncomeciously, many of
the Vietnamese people have become Westernizmed or French~like without realige
ing it:

The Vietnamese peasants no longer took upen Frenchmen

as awful ocroatures. The literates no longer find their

thinking and cuztoms iidioulous. unfit for Vietnamess
- soelety and morality.

The Vietnamese society is no longer *pure Vietnamese,® "Xa hol ngay nay la
ket cus oua anh huong van hoa tay phuong phu vao cai nen tang xa hoi oue*2
“The society (Vietnamese) of today is the result of Western influences, built
upon the basis of the old socciety.”

The French influence upon Vietnamese scciety of todey is recognizable

but this does not mean thet all Vietnamese are Westernized nor that those

lpao Duy anh, Yiet Hem Van Hes $u Queng., (Hanoi, 1951), p. 340.
2Ibidey pe 33he
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who are Westernized are Westernized to the same degrees The degree of Western
izetion varies from person to persen, from one part of the nmmtr& to the
othere People from the South part of Viet Nem ars generslly more Westernized
than those of the North besause of thelr direct contect with French people
and because of the faot that they were Frenah subjects.’

This chapter concerns itself with the extent of Westernised influences
upon the parents of Vietnamese studens in America. The purpese is to find out
how Westernized they are, that is, to what degree the parents have accepted
and adopted the French culture and its way of life. The degree of Westernize~
tion ’ct the parents will be measured by their education, occupation, the
foreign hmg@gu they speak, and their attitudes toward a few Western cuse
tém and idees.

The educational background of the fgthsu of the Vietnameee students
in America ranges from grade school (three or 7.3 per oent’)‘ and high echool
{nine or 21.1 per cent) to college (twelve or 29.2 per cent) and university
(fourteen or 34.1 per cent)s Ten fathers did not have any formal education
at all (see table XIV).

This high level of parental education may be dus to a selection of
persone who atiend college in Ameriom. It seems logical that the more edmahk
the fether the more likely he would be willing to send his children abroad to

59&&02' the Rrench dominatlion, Viet Nem wes divided into three perts:
the North, the Oenter and the Southe The North and the Center were under the
French protection only while the South belonged to France and wes considered
as Frenoh land sinee 1867+ 8ee: Tran Trong Kim, Viet Nam Su Lues, Tan Viet
edition (1@1). Pe M9o
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TABLE XIV _
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF THE FATHERS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS

IN AMERICA.

Level of education Humber of parents Percentage
No edwation 3 Te3
Grede school 3 Te3
High sehool 9 21.9
College 12 29.2
University ( greduste work) 14 5hel
Total 3 9948

It eoems logical too, that the level of parental Westernization
would be related to the oocupation of the faiherse. Qcoupation plays a greet
pert in the ideals of the Western worlde It is undersiandable that a medice.
doctor who hes to do seven years of graduste work bas more contast with
Westerners (classmates, schoolmetes and profeesors) and would thereby genersl-
ly respond to more Western ideas and custome than a farmer who never goes
out of his own village and knows little or nothing of the French culture and
sducationes

liles education, the ocoupations of the fathers were quite varied end
fell into the following seven groups: (2ee table XV) teacher, wedical doctor,
governoy and civil servant, tredesman, engineer, farmer, miscellanecuse The
first ocoupational category inocludes teachers in high school and professors
in oollege or university. Although the prestige of professor is higher than
that of the teachers in Viet llam, the two are similar enough to be in the

same ococupational groupe Medical dootors cerry the same classificetion as in




TABIE XV
QCCUPATIONS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS'! PATHERS.

Occupation Number of fathers Percentage
Teacher 7 170
Mediocal doctor 4 9.7
Governor and civil servant g 2240
Tredeaman 7 IZQO
Engineer 2 8
Farmer é 14.6
Miscallaneous 6 1h6
Total 41 99«7

Ameriess The third occupational category consists of governors and civil
servantees These are officers of the govermment corﬁeapondmg to Mayors end
sdministrative officisle in American local govermnmente The farmers and the
tradesmen have the seme occupetionsl category as the American small retail
store owners The mechanic and oivil engineers are the same as in the United
Statese Toe miscellaneous group is composed of district mansger (clerk),
judges socountant, laboratory technicien, veterinarien and Chinese charaster
teacher.

The langusge other than Vietnamess which was most apoken by the ine
formants' fathers wes Frenche Frenoh obviously would be more populay since
it was used for meny years as the official language in ’s_ho schoolae. A clear
relationship between sdusation and languege is aleo apparent in that the
fathers who spoke no foreign language wers those who also have no formal
sducatione The rest of the fathers spoke French (thirty thres or 80.3 per
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cent) and few others spoke Chinesejs enly +two spole English, and one spoke

Japenese (see table XVI)e Six fathers spoke two langusges other than Viet-

nsmese. (Ses table XVIL)

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EPUCATION AND THE NUMBER OF FOREIGN
LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY THE INPORMANTS' PATHERS.

TABIE XVI

lsvel of Total No lan-

Educathon number guage French English Chinese Japanese
No education 3 3 0 0 0 0
Grade school 3 2 1 0 b 0
High school 9 2 é o 0 0
College 12 0 12 o o 0
Graduate sohool 14 0 14 0 0 o

There were seven fathers who did not speak any foreign languege: three of

them belonged to the no educetion group, two bave grade school education and

two others, high school edusatione One hundred per e;mt. of the fathers who

had a college sducetion and those who had gone through graduste school spoke

Frenohe The six fathers who spoke two foreign languages were college gradustes

(five of them); only one belonged to the high echool education group and the

second language he spoke happened to be Chinesee This language has never

been taught in school as a foreign language and it should not, therefore, be

considered as an indicetion of higher educatione
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TABIB XVII |
TWO POREIGN LANGUAGES SPOKEN RY TAE INFORMANT'S PATHERS AS RBe
LATED 70 THEIR EDUSATION.

Total  French & French &  Freneh &
lavel of edusation number English  Chinese Japanese

No education 0 0 0 Q
Grade school Q 0 0 0
High school 1 0 1 0
College % 1 2 0
Greduate school 2 1 0 1
Total 6 2 3 1

It also seems that the attitudes of the fathers toward a few Eastern
or Western oustoms would be an indication of the extent of their Westernizee
tions Eestern idess and customs were based on the characteristics of the tre-
d1tional oustoms of Viet Nem with their Confucian basis. These emphasized that
the wife owes her husband respect and submission, the children obey their
parents without question and education for girls is unnecessary. Attlitudes
concerning dencing and music were also inoluded since they were not desirable
in the old Vietnamese familye Inclusion of this atiitude as & measure of tree-
ditional Emstern valuss may be justified by the very populer saying in Viet
Nam: "If there was & musical instrument in the family, the daughter could not
be & virtuous one<*” Strange as it may seem to Western minds, this is still
belisved by s minority in Viet Nam today (mee table XVIII)e Among eighty-two
parents, eighteen or 21.9 per cent still think that music is debssinge. Ninee

teen mothors (46.3 per cent) in the group think that dancing (modern dance
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Introduced by French customas) is immorsle It is interesting to note that
only twelve fathors share the same opinione This may be explained by the educe~
tion of the fathers in comperison with the education of the motherse

TABIE XVIIX
ATTITUDES OF VIETNAMESE STUDENTS' PARENTS TOWARD MUSIC AND DANCE

Pathers Mothers ~ Together
‘ o Jimmber Pey cent |[Number Per cent | Number Per cent
Musis is not debesing 33 81.3 20 4848 53 65k
Musie is debasing 8 1847 10 2he3 18 21.9
Fo answer ' 0 ot 2648 11 13.4
Total 3 1 10040 41 9849 il 99T
Dancing is not immoral 29 70.8 22 Be7 51 6241
Dancing is immoral 12 292 19 o3 31 378
Totel 4 10040 5 100+0 & 9949

Twenty-six fathers have college and university (graduste school) education
(63+4 per cent) while almost one hundred per cent of the mothers did not go
further than high school ( 40 or 97«5 per cent)s This difference of education
wee reflected in the attitudes of mothers and fethers converning Eestern and
Westorn ideas end customse Yoi, desplie the differsnce in attitudes toward
dancing and music, more of the parents prefer that girls should have a formel
education ( tnirty-elgnt or S2.7 per cent of fathers and thirty-seven or

kantrmghuumnututwm.




TABLE XIX

EDUCATION OF BOTH PARERTS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENES IN AMERIVA

ammpmpsi

Mothers

isvel of education Pathers Together
Ruzber Per cent |Rumber Per oent | Number Fer sent

No education 5 T3 4 97 7 845
Grade sohool 3 T3 18 43.9 21 256
High sehool 9 2149 18 43,9 27 1246
College 12 2942 i 244 1 15.8
Graduate schosl P 3hel 0 0040 14 172
Total 41 9948 43 99.9 & 997

907 . per ¢ent of mothers), aceording to table XX.

Education has bsen alumys highly valusd in Viet Nam, but education

for éirls has been traditionally nog!nﬁl}ad. The duty of Vietnemese women is

that of a wife and mothere She 1s not to go out and work for money but to

umirhm and to #ake oare of the houssholde For example, among the mothers

in our sample only olx of them are working, the rest are housswives and only

one of them hes & eollege education (ses table XIX, pe 41).

TABIE XX

ATTITUDES OF VIETNAMESE STUDENTS® PARENTS TOWARD EDUATION

FOR GIRIS
Fathers Mothers Together
Numbey DPer cent | Number FPer cent| Number Fer oent

Education for girls 38 92T L1 907 75 9le3
should be snooursged
Girls should not have

formal education % _ Je3 4 Pe3 1 8¢5
Total 4y 100.0 Y | 100.0 82 999
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Sending daughters to sschool, however, has become more pepulare More
schools are open for girls snd meny femilies even send their daughtere sbroad
to atudy If they ean afford ite In France for instance, acocrding to Service
Culturel de Haut Commissariat du Viet Nam en Prance, the total number of Viete
namese girls in schools (out of Pario) is 8.5 per cent of the total nmbcr of
both bnyc and girls (825). In Aa-ri.ea, the percentege of Vietnamese girln oltee
rolling in colleges is much highar; sscording to Open Door of the Institute
of Internetional Bdusation (1956) there were forty girls (28.5 per cent) and
100 boys (71leh per cent)e While the lower pewcentege of Vietnamess boye en-
rolled in sechool relative to the percentsge of girle mey be dus to the gen-
eral mebilization in Viet Nem, this #till indicates a change in the attitude
of Vietnemese people concerning edivaetion for girlse

While it is trus that the mothers have acoepted soms of tho Western
influence, there is evidence that much belief in ths old society, where so-
eial contrel is based on murslity and vmﬁa; 8441l existe:

I1 fauk noter d'abord la primautd d.. 1s morale. Elle

rovéld premidrement dans la famille, base de la svoleté,

qul nlest pes fondée sur un code de loi, maie la vertusess’

I% ie nevessary to note the priority of moral considerations.

It is revealed first in the family, the basis of soclety,

whiszh is not founded on a code of law but on virtus...

The influence of the mothere upon the student must be considered in
relationship to the authority roles of mothers and fathers in the fenilys The

informents were asked whathar or not thn husbmd end wife should have aqml

: . Jacques Houssa, Is drame um;_ » les Dossier de L'Actien
Sosiales Catholiques, pe 412.
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right in fanily authority or if it would be more desirable that the wife
should respect and be submissive to the husband. Fifteen mothers out of
forty-one (3645 per cent) think that the wife and husband should not be equml
in authority patternse This would tend to indicate even in this somewhet Weste
ernized sample of Vietnamese famiiia-. that fathers eare still greatly reampected
as the head of the familys This is etill more emphasized by the feot that
the Vietnemese culture does not encourage mothers to perticipate in the soe-
cloty beyond ths homee This also expleains why so many of the mothers are
housewives (see teble XIV)e With no other occcupation, most of these mothers
had not had the opportunity to teks full advantage of more formal education
which would encoursge more participation in politicsl and social lifee The
present group of femels students mey express different attitudes but as far
ag thelr mothers are concerned, even theugh the oppoertunities available to
80t outeide of the family on Charity Work or Social Welfare ( as e result
of the long fight for independence from 1946 till 1954) have increased, they
8till prefer to stay home.

Although they were given more opportunities to act, the

me jority of women prefer to keep house unless the economis

eonditions of the fmﬂy reguires that thog worke This atti-

tude is rooted in the Confucian teachings.

In considering the nine attitudes queations as a group, it was hoped
that they might give some indicathon of the variations in Western influences
upon parental stiltudess A father who preferred all nine of the Western idees

6Hang Phue Ve, "The Effect of Social Change on the Family in the
Philippines and Viet Nemy® M.As thesis in Sociology at Chicago University,

(Chicago, Septe, 1955), pe 60e
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and customs would be more Westernized than the one who held fewer, st least
in regard to these particular areas of behavior (see table XXI).

. TABLE XXI
NUEER OF EASTERN AND WESTERN OUSTOMS AND IDEAS PREFERRED BY THE
FATHERS OF THE INPORMANTS

v

Number of Eestern Number of Nusber of Western Number of
customs approved fathers customs approved fethers
by each father by saah father
® 15 0 0
1 10 1 1
2 8 2 ¢]
2 2
§ 2 ‘3 1
é 0 6 8
7 1 7 3
8 e 8 ?
9 0 9 &
41

L3

in ulathﬁg cocupational categories to these particular custom pref-
erences, m teachers ané governors were found ’to ‘bu more Westernized than
the rest of the sample and the farmers the least Westernized of the group
(see table XXII)e |

8ince education for girls has been neglected in Viet Nem, the educe=~

tional achisvement of the mothers i# surprisingly lewe Out of forty-one
mothers, four never went to sehool (9.7 per cent), eighteen had a grade echool




TABIE XXXI

]

DEGREE OF ATTITUDE OF WESTERNWIZATION OF THE PATHERS ACCORDING

TO THEIR OCCUPATION.

Ogeupation Bumber of Western customs approved |Total nmumber of
by person in easch cocupation group |fathers in each
¢S eceupational

9 87T 6 5 &4 3 2 1 category

Teacher 111014000 8

Governor 111221010 9

Engineer 11 0000C00O0C0 2

Tradesman 110110000 9

Medical dootor 01012 0000O0 b

Fermer 000031100 é

Miscellaneous 111021% 131 00 é

41

edusation and eighteen a high scheol edusation (439 per cent)s Only one obe

tained a college education (see table XXIII)e

The eceupation of the mothers sleo should give indicetions of Westsrn
influences Thirtyefive mothers out of the total of forty-one are housewives.

Two of the rest are teavchers, two are nurses, and two are merchants { see

table XXIV)e




TABIE XXIIX

EDWATIONAL BACKGROUND OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS' MOTHERS

I AMERICA.

p—

" level of education Number of mothers  Percentage
No sducation 4 947
Grade school 18 43.9
High school 18 4349
College 1 244
Total ' | 9909

TABIE XXIV

DEGREE OF ATTITUDE OF WESTERNIZATION OF THE MOTHERS ACCORDING

T0 COCUPATION

Oocupation Humber of Western customs approved
by persons in esoh occoupation group

Totel mmmber in each
socupational category

9 8 7 6 % 4 3 2 1
Hurse i 01 0 O O O O O
Teacheyr ¢ 0 1 0 0 0 0 © ©0
Merchant ¢ ¢ 0 0 0 1 1 ¢ o
Housewife 2 2 4 1T 1 1T 3 0 1

TN
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In addition, the edwetion of the mothers, lile thet of the fathers,
is related to the number of foreign languages they spokee None of the mothers
spoke more than one foreign langusges French, whish is very popular among
fathers, was spoken by only thirteen mothers (31«6 per cent), and twenty-eight
(68+2 per cent) did not speak any lanmguage besides Vietnamese ( see table XXV)df

FOREJGN LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY THE MOTHERS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS

IN THE SAMPIE.
language Number of mothers Percentage
French 13 3146
Ne foreign lengusge 28 6842
Total L5 ] 9948

In regard to custom preferences, ths housewives approved the lesst
number of Weetern customs and ideas, and the two merchenis are less Westernw
ized than the nurses and tescherse This mey be explained for both the housew
wives and the merobants by the fact that they do not need to have the eduwce-
tionel experiences of the tesshers or the nurses, and thus, have been less
influsnced by Western culture (see table XAYI)e It is interesting to note that
thirteen mothers did not approve any of the nine Western customs and ildeas,
while only three of them did not approvc any of the Eastern onese
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TABIE XXVI
NUMBER OF WESTERN AND EASTERN IDEAS AND CUSTOMS APPROVED BY THE
MOTHERS OF THE INFORMANTS.

Number of Eastern Number eof Nunber of Western  Number of
customs spproved nothers customs approved mothers
by each mother by eaoch mother
0 3 0 13
1 7 1 10
2 12 2 8
2
: 1 : z
6 1 6 0
1 0 1 1
8 1 8 0
9 0 9 0
4 41

8inoe the father's suthority in the family is still sc dominant
and his beckground is so much more expressive of Frenoch influences, the
father's westernizetion influences end not the mother's were used in sg-
tablishing the Westernization Indexs The influences of the father is so muoh
greater than that of the mother in both the suthority roles, the determina-
tion of the student's behavior, and his adjustmént in Americs.

The \Muﬁauan. the number of foreign lengusges spoken by the father,
the sducational lévo'l, and a measurs of their sttitudes toward a few Western
6dztoms, were used ue a basis for the index of Westarnization of the fathers

of the Vietnamese students in Ameriea in our sample. One hundred points were
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given to these items to represent the highest degree of Westernizations Since
each father will have one cocupation, four levels of educstion {at ‘bhn moet),
speak two langusges (at the most) and prefer all nine Western customs (et the.
most)s our one hundred points were divided aceording to sixteen unite aas
followss (tebla XXVII).
TABLE XXVII
HUNDRED POINTS REPRESENTING HIGHEST POSSIBLE WESTERNIZATION
ACCORDING PO EDUSATION, CCCUPATION, CUSTOM PREFERENCES AND
FOREIGN LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY THE FATHERS.

Item Maximum mebey of unite  Maximum number of
possible for eash factor pointe for sll unite

‘moupntion 1 10 (6-4)
lsnguage 2 12
Edusation 4 16
Attitude 9 54

16 100

We can thus give to each of the sixteen items six pointe vhich make
the total of ninety-six. The remeining four points was allowed to ecoupation
einoe 1t iz & ainglo unit end the pattern of occupational behavior is general-
ly closely related to other behavior valuss and attitudes.

The sotuel value of emch cccupation wes obteined by dividing the
total number of both Western and Sastern replisse The rate of Western prefe

erences according to occupetionml levels then rangsd from four to ten. It
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is interesting that the farmers have the lowest rate (4), and the engineers
have the highest rate {10) in the groups The tesshers aud governors happened
to have the same rete of sight, while the mirscellsneous group bas seven points
(»ee table XXVIII). '

TABLE XXVIIX
RATE OF WESTERNIZATION IN ATTITUDES AS DISTRIBUTED BY CCCUPATION.

Ossupation Rumber of perscns Rate of wcoupation
in the group

Engineer

Teacher

Governor and clvil
servant

Medical doctor

Tradesmen

Former

Migeellaneous

E | oor ww
Yot
P O -y RO

The resulting index of Westernizsilon based on the factors of Qce
cupation, Education, Attitude and Lengusge is as followe in table XXIX.

Since it would be more diffioult to study the Westsrnization of each
person &8 &an individ;ml. the sample wes divided into three groupss The lowest
group in our sample renges from ten to forty=five peintse. The group ranges
from forty-six to seventy-four, and the highest group from seveniy-five to
ninety-eight (see table XXX)e




TABIE XXIX
INDEX OF WESTERNIZATION OF FATHERS IN ORDER OF INCREAS ING
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WES TERNIZAT ION
Code number of |

questionnaire language Education Attitude Occupation Total
1 0 o 6 4 10
16 0 0 18 7 25

31 0 0 2k 4 2
27 o 6 30 4 40
28 6 1§ 1 Ié im
30 0 30 2
32 0 12 30 4 44
:l.z 0 12 30 7 4o
6 12 24 8 50

26 0 12 36 4 52
29 6 i2 30 4 52
13 é 12 20 6 54
24 6 6 ] 6 54
25 6 18 24 8 56
2 12 18 24 7 61
23 6 24 24 7 61
17 6 18 30 8 &2
h é 12 36 8 62
36 6 24 24 8 é2
3 12 12 24 7 65
11 g 12 36 6 f‘g

35 2 30 7

9 6 24 30 7 67
12 6 18 36 7 67
10 12 18 20 8 68
g‘( 6 18 36 8 68
6 18 36 8 68
38 6 24 30 8 68
18 6 24 36 7 73
21 g 18 22 7 be ]
5 18 8 7 19
40 6 24 42 8 80
39 6 24 b2 8 80
20 6 18 54 7 &
8 12 18 48 8 86
2 6 24 - 48 10 88
22 6 24 42 8 90
6 12 24 48 7 91
7 6 24 54 8 o2
23 6 24 wl 10 ol
41 12 24 54 8 98




TABIE XXX

DEGREE OF WESTERMIZATION OF THE FATHERS AS DIVIDED INTO GROUFS

@roup Degree of weaternfmﬁon ﬁﬁr of persons
in the group
I 10 %o &2 6
IX 46 %o 7 24
IIl ™ %o 98 11

S ——

Total 41




CHAPIER IV
THE ADJUSTMENIS OF THE VIEINAMESE STUDENTS

The major problem in studying the adjustments of the Vietnamese
students in Americe was defining adequate indices of edjustmente The in-
formants were first ssked to liet ldeas and customs in American life in whish
tbay generally found it difficult or easy to adjust; end then do the seme for
some of the ideas end customs encountered in colleges Zpscificelly students
were asked about thelr resction to Ameriean food, to the teacher-student re-
lationship in school, the clubs to which they belonged in school and their
opinion of the athletisc programs in American collegese In addition, they were
asked to list three American customs or ideas they would like to bring bhack
40 Viet Ham if they returned, and which customs or ideas they definitely would
not winb to introduse into Viet Neme. Finally, ths informsnts were asked under
what conditions they would be willing to stey in America rather than return
te Viet Name In addition, the students' sbility to understand and speak En-
glieh vhen they first came and their expectations of the United States or
their impressions about the country before coming would have en lmpertant ime
pact upon their adjustments while in Americe.

The adjustments of the students in our sample will be studied as &
group in this chapter in respect to the date obtained on the following

metiers:

1~ Most diffiecult things to which they had to adjust &n school and




sooisty; _
2~ isast difficult things to which they had to adjust in sohool and
soolety;
3w Club mmborahipu;'
b Student-tsacher relationship in American sahools;
5= Opinion of the athletiec programs in American schools;
6= Aocgceptance of American food;
7= American customs they would or would not want to introduce inte
Viet Ham;
8= Qonditions under which they would be willing to stay in the
United States rather than go bask te Viet Nam.
The three Americen ideas and customs to which our group of Vietnamese students
in Americe found it most difficuld to adjust moccording to their comments were:
the dating concepts and boy and girl relationships, the "money" concepts, and
the family relationships and patternse Eleven students out of forty-one
stated that they could not get used to the relationship between American
boye and girlse The system of dating in Americe is not eppesling to them, and
they are shocked by the boy end girl relationship patterns in grede school
and high schoole Host Vietnamese students have never been exposed to such
freedon for youthe The students cannot understand how American patonts can
let their teen-age daughters go out for a date at night without a chaperone
In spite of the Westernization trend in Viet Nam, girle are often not allowed
to leave the house after deark unless they are accompanied by their father,

mother or brothere




25

The second feature of American life to whioh it is difficult for
Vietnamese students in this group to sdjust is the "practical minde* of the
Americans with their "elear-cut attitudes" sbout moneye For example, a Viet-
namese student is embarrassed to share a meal check with a friend after having
a supper together or to even talk about money metters. In Viet Ham when some
oue invitea another person to supper or to a movie, the one who asks will
talte care of the bille As one student put it, "Here it 1s different, even if
you are asked 4o go with them (Americen students), be sure to bring your
vwallet along.”

Finally in regard to difficult metters to which to adjust, these
Vietnamese students have been disturbed by the American fumily relationmship
patternse They belleve that the children in America have no senss of belong-
ing in their homes, that they are not tied to their fawily by a sacred loving
bond such as exiets in the Vietnemese familys They believe that American
children are too lindependent and that they do not give their perents suffie
cient respects For exemple, one student in our sample thoutght it was shooking
to see some children pey thelr perents for room end board, enother to ses
children eend their parents to homes for the aged. Others expressed the view
that the American wey of life definitsly stresses the lmportance of the ine
dividuel rethsr than the family of the societye.

The most difficult thinge %@ which the studenis had to adjust in col-
lege life were: social activities, time and class schedules, and the English
language. There are too many social activities at the schools, ¥scording to

11 studentse A few Vistnamese from our group felt that Amsrican students are
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often "more for fun than for study” and that "there is a lack of epirituel
atassphere at school." Sports in American schools were overemphasized, sscorde
ing to 10 (24e3 per cent ) of our group, and this, they felt made studying
difficult (see table XXXI)« In addition %o social and athletic evente the
V@ohmn students in our group found it hard to adjust teo frequent quizzes
and the time scheduling of classes.

TABLE XXXI
THE PLACE OF THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM IN AMERICAN SCHOULS AS SEEN
BY THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN AMERICA

Humber of studentis Percentage
Like 13 31e3
Too mush 10 2&.2
Indifferent 1 2e
No answer 17 41.4
Total 41 99«7

In Viet Nam students remain in the seme classroom all the time end
the teacher changes classrooms after eaoch howre The thirty or forty minute
lunch, no sieste and the rush back to clesses again are slsc problems to these
studentse. In Viet Nam all offices and schools are open from eight o'clock in
the morning until noon. At twelve o'clock everyone goes home for a big lumoch,
often mede as a supper, has a sieste and goes bask to work agein at two or

three o'clook in the afternoon until six o'clock in the evening, In addition,




57

the food itself caused muoh discomforte Out of forty-one informants, thirty-
one (756 per cent) do not like American foode Four of them thought it is all
right and four others were indiffersnt. (See table XXXII.)

TABLE XXXIX
ADJUSTHENT T0 AMERICAN FOUD BY THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS

IN AMERICA
Degres of adjustment Rumber of studentis Percentage
Like Ameriocen food 4 DT
Do not like Ameriean food 31 756
Indifferent 4 9.7
No enswer 2 4.8

Difficulty in langusge (twenty-eight or 68.2 per cent speke very
little English when they firet came, and 20 or 49.8 per oent were able to
understand pertly letures given in clams eee table XI, pe 31 )} was also
listed by the etudents as a problem in adjustment.

In summery, the most diffioult things to which the students had to
ad just in American life mnd in sohool can be classified into threes mejor
groups as follows:

le In soclety: individuslism, materialiem and prejudice;

2+ In the family:s freedom of children, relationship between parents

and children;j

3« In schools the overenmphasis on sporis, too many social sctivities,
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insufficient interest in studies, different school schedules,
test and quiz sysiem, and language.

There were, however, also many phases of Ameriecan social and school
life to which the Vietnamese students in our group found it essy to edjuste
Among them were: the friendliness of Americens, the student-teacher relation-
ship, the oooperative attitude of students and the possibility of working
while attending schoole Twelve students (292 per cent) found it easy to get
used to the friendliness and sincerity of American peoplee Unlike the Vietw
namese, who are usually gquiet, thsse students found Americens casygoing, ipe
formal and friendlye The student found it eesy to feel at home when irviiad
for a eupper or given hospitality during long vecations like Christmas or
Easter at the homes of Americeanse The reflesction of this friendliness in the
relationship between teacher and student, end the teacher's respect for the
opinion of the student wae readily sccepted by the students in owr groupe.
They preferred this pattern to the cold and formal one thet exists in Viet
Name (See more adequate analysis of this factor below, pe 59)

In a similer manner the student-teacher relationship seems to be a
bright spot in Vietnemese student adjustment. Most of the students, thirty-
elght of them (926 per cent), think that this studenteteacher relationship
should be encouraged end even introdused into Viet Name Only two (4.8 per cont)T
do not like it, and the rest or 4.8 per cent did not answer (see tabdle xxxzxx>'

This may be & reaction sgeinst the toﬁohurbstudcnt pattern of rela-
tionship in Viet Ham. Tenchers are considered to be a second father to the

studentee In traditional Vietnamese valuss one should pay one's respect first




TABLE XXXIIX
BTUDENT=-TEACHER RELATIONSHIP IN AMERIOAN SCHOOL AS CONSIDERED
BY THE VIETHAMESBE STUDENTS IN UeBshe

Numbsr of studente Percentage
Like %8 9246
Ne answer 2 4.8
Dislike 1 ‘ 24
Total 41 999

to thn king, then to his teascher, and,enly after those two, to his father.
Since Viet Nem has undergone sc many changes, the students do not give their
teachers the respect that students in the past have given, yet there remesins
a semblance of that old respect even now, and this often makes the studente
tencher relationship rether colde The Vietnamese students in Americe found
the relstionship betwesu American students and teachers relaxing and would
like to introduce it to Viet Neme

Another thing to whiech it wae easy for the Vietnsmese students in
our group to adjust was the spirit of cocperation among the students which
made group work interesting and pleasante Through disousalons, talke and
workahope sponsored by the schools, the students in our group felt they
gained mush ineight into their field of study se well as into Americen life.
Finally, many of them gladly sccepted the opportunity of working through
schoo)l in Amsricae. This cannot be done in Viet Nam, and therefore the opporw

tunity of many young people to get an education is limited if their family
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cannot afford lt.

The club membership of Vietnsmese students in our group reflects
somewhat the esse with whioch these studenis adjusted %o extracurricular sotive-
ities in American school life. Most of the students in our sample (thirty or

73+1 per cent, see table XXXIV) belong to one club et least.

TABIE XXXIV
CLUB MEMBERSHIP OFTHE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN AMERIUA

e ]
Rumber of clubs Number of students Percentags
No clubs 11 2648
1 ocladb 1% 3163
2 clubs 7 17.0
z ¢lubs 8 19.5

clubs 1 24
5 ¢lubs 1 244
Total 3| 994t

Out of thirty students who have club membership in their scheol, eight o
them are olub officers, and fifteen of them participate sctively in their
clubs ae follows:i(ses table XXXV)
TABLE XXXV
CLUB MEMBERSHIP OF THE VIETHAMESE STUDENTS IN AMERICA

ACCORDING TO THE DEGREE OF PARTICIPAT.ON IN THE GROUP

Degree e? participetion Number of students Peroentage \

Club officer 8 26.6
Aotive in club 15 500
Hember only 7 233

—————— A——————

Total 30 999
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The students' expectations of America before coming here could cer-
tainly have colored thelr adjustmenis in the host countrye Their soﬁreog of
information about America may also have had some influence on their expsstas
tions and the ultimate fulfillment of theme The majority of students in our

sanple got their informetion by reeding (see Teble XXXVI)e

TABLE XXXVI
SOURCES OF INFORMATION FROM WHICH THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS
GOT THEIR IDEAS AND IMPRESSIONE ABOUT THE U. Se Ae

Sources Number of students Percertage
Books 21 52 «2

Movies 11 2648
American friends and .
Vietnamese greduates

from the UsSede 6 4.6
No answer 3 Te3
Total 41 999

It is interesting that most of the students in our group thought
of Amsrica as a land of great opportunity, a rich land where people do not
need to work too hard to earn e living «~ the ideal land where democracy,
freedom and equality reign (see table XXXVII)e A few of them ( three or
7+3 per cent), thought of Americe as s lend of cowboys and gangeters where
there is reclel segregation and many nurders.

Thess somewhat unreel expectations of the Vietnamese students ebout

America oan somewhat be explained by the fast thet thelr first informetion
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about the country was largely through books and movies. Slightly over half
of them (512 per cent) received their information through reading, 26.8 per
cent or 11 of them through movies and the rest from:Americans and Vietnamese
graduates from schools in the United Statee of Americe (see table XXXVII and
table XXXVI, pe 61)e

TABLE XXXVII
IDEAS AND IMPRESSIONS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS ABOUT

AMERICA BEFORE COMING TO AMERICA

Ideas and impressions Number of students Percentage
Rich country 12 29.2
Idealistic country 6 14.6
No hard work 3 73
Land of freedom 7 17.0
Advance in sciences 10 24.3
Land of gangsters and segre-~

gation 3 T3
Total 41 99.8

It is interesting to note thet in spite of their high expectation of the
United States many of the students were not disappointed in their experiences
(see table XXXVIII). This fact would show that they are somewhat adjusted et
leest insofar as their expectations have been partially realiged.

Knowing what customs the Vietnamese students in our group would
or would not be willing to teke back to Viet Nam with them should also prove
valusble in understending their adjustment. These students thought it would

be worth copying the relationship between American teachers and students, and




TABIE XXAVIII

EXPECTATION AND EXFERIENCE OF {HE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN

UsBols
— Number of , B
Students Porcentage
Experiences up to expectation 20 48.7
Experiences not up to expectation 7 17.0
Yes and No 10 24,3
No enswer 4 97
Total A1 997
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the informality of Americun people and thelir friendliness. A few th_eught

sports should be encouraged more in Vietnemese schools, American democracy
should be brought to Viet Nem, together with the dignity of labor and the
spirit of working harde Other customs the Vietnamese students would like to

bring beck to Viet Nam are listed in our table XXXIX as follows:
TABLE XXXIX

AMERICAN IDEAS AND CUSTOMB LISTED BY VIETNAMESE STUDENTS AS

CUSTOMB AND IDEAS THEY WOULD LIKE TO BRING BACK TO VIET NAM

Customs aﬁ iﬁoat Nmﬁr ﬁ %imu ﬁsﬁd

Student-teacher relationship
American demooracy

Bard work

Friendliness and informality
Practical nmind
Pareni=children relationship
Students' sotivities in school
Boy end girl relationship
Sports

Dating

Anerican clothing

Dignity of labor

Part=time job for student

NN O bt e DO PO P D\
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Total »

Notes +the number shown in essh item is the number of times that item is
preferred by one students. Since each student can list three different
choices, the total number is not necessarily A41.

On the other side of the ledger there are many ideas and customs

students do not want to take home to Viet Heme A large number of them do
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not want to bring back the dating and dancing customs. Qther faotors less
frequently mentioned are included in tabls XL below.

TABLE XL
AMERICARN CUSTOMS AND IDEAS THAT THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS WOULD
NGT WANT TO INTRODUWE TO VIET NAM WHEN THEY RETURN

. Qustoms and ldeas Number of time listed

o
o

Dating

Daneing

Relationship between boys and girls
Moterieliem and individualiem
Worship of sports

Rush

Home for the aged

Freedom enjoyed by children
Prejudice

Rock and roll music

8moking and drinking

Open demenstration of affection
Divorce and birth control
Division of working hours

' B PR e RO e PO pa AN RO AT OO0
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¢+ The number shown with eseh item is the number of timee that item was
mentioned by any studente. Since each student could have listed three things,
the totel number in the table will not necessarily be equal to the number of
students in our samples
The desire to stey in America rather than return to Viet Nam would
- be moet relevent to the extent of mdjustment, or an explsnation of ths ad=
justment, of the students in our groupe To the question, *Under what cone

ditions would you be willing to stay in America rather than go back to Viet
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Nem?® some students answered as followss *No condition whatecever,” "when
the shrimps learn to whistle,” or "When Viet Nem is blasted from thé surfase
of the sarthe" These answers show the esgernees of some of the students te
return to Viet Name Under no condition would eighteen (or 43.9 per cent) of
them stay in Americe. Eleven or 266 per cent, however, would stay only if
the Red Communists would takme over the South Viet Name Only one student said
he would stey if he hed his famiiy and friends here. Thres students would
not be willing to go back if they could not be actively useful to Viet Nemj
eight did not answer (see table XEI )»

TABLE XLI
OONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE VIEINAMESE STUDENTS WOULD BE

WILLING TO 8TAY IN AMERICA RATHER THAN GO BACK T0

VIET NAM
W
Conditions Number of students Percentage

Ne condition 18 43,9
Communists take South Viet Nam 11 26.8

Cannot be sotively useful in

Yiet Nem 3 Te
Have family and f2iends here 1 2
No amswer 8 19+5
Total n 999

Judging the students from this question only, one could assume that
they were not adjusted at all beceuss of the fact meny would not stay under
any conditione Yet, many of them, from what we have discovered about their
attitudes toward Amsrican life, are well adjusted in their role as studente
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in en American schoole It may be that their role as Vietnamese citizens 1s
more lmportant to them than their role as American studentse They mﬁy well
be thinking of themselves as persons travelling through America, meking the
bost adjustment possible on & temporary basis, but always keeping in mind
their basie reason for coming to Americe. While they may find it hard te
ad just to all American values, they may not find 1t too hard te adjust to ths
dole of a student traveler in Americe for a temporary periode If we recall
the reason why they came to thie country, it helps to clarify this position.
They came with the purpose of studying end lsarning so as to be able to help
build a etronger independent Viet Neme With this ides in mind the students
cames, and with this same ldea they go backe From the information of the Viete
nemese Catholic Students Association in Amerioca, the Vietnamese graduates
from Amsrica who heve gone back are dolng wonderful work in Viet Nems

Students that have returned to Viet Nem hold very responsible

positions and render great services, eespecially in some im-

portent fields, where there had been a shortage of special~

istss publie finance, public administration, economics,

foreign relations, educationel

Were it not for this sense of dedication, they might think more in terms of

total adjustmente

lanv. Emmanuel Jecques, "Vietnsmese Catholie Educational Program,"
Chuong Viet, (March, 1956), pe 3e




CHAPTER V

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE ADJUSTMENTS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS
IN AHERICA AND THE DEGREE OF WESTERNIZATION
OF THEIR PARENTS

As a group, the Vietnsmeso students in Americs are fairly well ede
Ju;ted, at least to their roles as students temperarily residing in the
United States if not as potential fulletime residents in the United States.
Individually, howsver, the level of their adjusiment variese. It was hoped
that some rélationabip could be found between the level of the atudents' ad-
justment snd the level of the fathers' Weeternisatione Using the index of
Westernization developed in chapter III ( pe 51) we will try to discover if
there is eny such relationship.

Although individual veriation im dagrees of Westernization of the
fathers are often very slight, it is possible to compare the most Westernized
with the leest Westernized in reletionship to student ad justment. Three group
levels of Westernized parente will becomparede The most Westernized ( index
of 75-98 points), the moderately Westernized (index of 45-74 points ) and
tﬁn least Westernized (index of 10=-44 points)(see table XLII)e

Besh group will be analymed in terms of edjustment of students whose
fathers are in thet group and then the adjustment pattern of the groups will

be compared in the hope of seeing if there is or is not a relationship be-
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TABIE XLII
DIVISION OF THE INDEX OF WESTERNIZATION ACCORDING TO THE DEGREE
OF WESTERNIZATION OF THE FATHERS

level of Westernization Nusber of Parents Percentage
Group I égg:§g§ li gg-s
Group II 2 5
Group III Iﬁﬁlh 6 1446

L 999

tween Westernization of the fathers and adjustments of studentse First of all
thers is no relationship between the degree of Vesternization of fethers and
the adjustments of the Vietnamese students as far as their willingness to
stay in America (see table XLIII).

In & similar manner there iz very little difference in the adjuste
ment patterms of the the different groups in regard to teacher-student re-
lationse There is no one of the first group who does not like ths teacherw
student relationship in Amerioan schools, and only one in each of the other
twé groupss This may be slightly indicative of more diffioulty in adjustment
among the last two groups but not enough to show eny significant trend ( see
table XLIV).
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TABLE XLIII
CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS WOULD STAY IN
AMERIOA RATHER THAN GO BAOK TO VIET NAM ACCORDING
TO WESTERNIZATION LEVEL OF THEIR PARENIS

Condition GROUP I GROUP 11 GROUP III
Number Percentage r Feroentage |Numbey Pbmentngq
Cannot be useful 0 0 2 83 1 16.6
Have Friends and Pemily| 1 9.0 0 0 0 0
Comaunists take South ' p
Viet Nam 3 2740 2540 2 33,3
No oondition 6 Jaﬁ 11 45,9 1 16.6
Ne answer 1 90 5 2048 2 Ze3
Total o 11 997 |24 10040 [ 9948
TABIE XLIV

ADJUSTMENTS OF VIETNAMESE STUDENTS TO THE AMERIOAN STUDENT
TEACHER RELATIONSHIP

GROUP I GROUP II GROUP III
Lile | 10 23 5
Dislike 0 1 1
Ko answer 1l 0 ) 4
6

Total 11 24

Almost the same happens to their resction <o the sthletie pro-
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gram in Americen schools ( see table XLV)s

TABLE XLV
ADJUSTMERTS OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS TO THE ATHIETEC PROGRAM
IN AMERIOAN S8CHOOLS

asvvammsv— e ——

GRO GROUP 11 ﬁéoﬁp 111
Number Pereentage |Numbsr FPerscentage |N » Percentage

Like 4 3642 8 3503 1 1646
Indifferent 2 18.1 8 3303 o 0.0
Too emphasiszed 1 940 0 0s0 ] 040
No answer 4 3601 8 3543 5 853

1 99l 24 9949 é 9949

Only two or 18e.1 per cent of the first group think that the athletic
program is too extensive: 333 per cent of the second group shere the same
opinion while no one in the third group felt this way and 833 per cent of
them did not answere. Oertainly the first group is more favorable toward and
porhaps more adjusted to the athletic progrems in America than the second end
third groups. The fact that 83«3 per cent of the third group did net answer
mey elso be an indication of indifference toward the progream, et least it ia
net a strong favorable peoaitive opinion on sports or it would most likely
have been expreseede This indifference towerd sports on the part of the
studentes with less Westerniged fathsrs may result from the attitude in Viet
Kam that sports are for the riche Vietnamese students in the low Westernizs-

tion groups may not give too much importance to athletics and my not be overw
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concerned with theme In addition most of the students in our group are in
private schools whers large sport progrems are not stressed.

There were meny things to which the students found it difficult to
adjust in Amerieca, but no evidence that these fastors differed among the
three groupse For instance the relationship between American boys and girls
was listed by studente of all three groups; the seme i true about the

Amerioan sccial life (see table XILVI)e

TABIE XI¥I
MOST DIFFICULT THINGS TO WHICH TC ADJUST IN AMERICAN LIFE AND 8CHOOL
AS LISTED BY THE VIETHNAMESE STUDERTS IN AMERICA

Item Group I Group II Group IIXI All three groups

Materinlism
Individualism

8ocial 1life

Soy-girl relationship
Behool extracurriculum
Workschedule

Way of life in general
Bducational system
Overemphesis on sperts
Work through school
Parent~child relation

Lenguage
Selfishness

Pre judice
Food
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The number in each column is the number of times this item was
listed by a student in the group as one of the most difficult things to whish
he had to adjuste Some students do not list any items, some listed one, others
l1isted more then one. It would seem that the group which had the most diffie
culty adjusting to various phases of Amerioan lif's would have listed the
largest number of items and the group having the least problems of adjustment
would have lihtad the leapt nwnbaf of 1‘tem§; On this assumption , the mean
average number of items listed wa: completed for each groupe The number of
items 1isted being the most difficult %o which group I had 4o sdjuet was one
point ( 11 & 11:1 ); the seoond group, 15 ( 38 ¢ 24:145 ) and the third
group two points ( 12 & 6¢2)e Thus the group with the most Westernized
fathers listed the fewest number of diffioultiess The second group listed more
difficulties than the first group and the third group more than the second.
It may certainly be poseible that this is an indication of better adjustment
among the students whose fathers are among the most Westernized. In listing
the items to which they had lesst difficulty in adjusting, the group of most
Westernized fathers has the highest rate per person: le3, second group was
nexty 0.8 and the last group bad only Oe3 (see table XLVII)e This definitely
indicatee thet the students with fathers in more Westernized groups lieted
more itsms to which they found it easy to adjuet than the students whose
| fathers ere in the less Westernimed groupe Perhaps ai3in it is an indication
of better edjustment smong the group with more Wosternized fatherse

In comparing the averages of the listed items from the two tables,

relationship between the trends in the average mumber of items lieted for
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the above two questions 1s olearly evident: (see table XLIII).

TABLE XINII
LEAST DIFFICULT THINGS TO WHICH TO ADJUST IN AMERICAN LIFE AND SCHOOL
A8 LISTIED BY THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN AMERICA

R
, T Ivem Group I Group II Group III Together

Family life 1 0 1 2
Work through school 0 1 0 1
Friendliness of people 1 5 v} 4
Sincerity 2 2 1 5
Easy going attitude 2 0 0 2
8chool work 2 0 4] 2
Cooperstion betwesn

student and teacher 3 5 0 8
Delight in living 1 2 0 %
Material comfort 2 z 0 5
Freedom of expression o 0 S
Total , 15 27 2 by
Humber of Items listed

per persons 13 0.8 Oe3

TABLE XLVIII

RATE OF IIEMS LISTED BY THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN AMERICA AS
MOST DIFFICULT AND LEAST DIPFICULT TO WHICH TO ADJUST IN

AVERICAN LIFE AND SCHOOL PER PERSON

— —

e ————

Group I Group II Group IIX

Most difficult to adjust 1 1.5 2
least difficult to adjust 1.3 0.8 Oe3
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Club membership and activity also seexms slightly related to Westerne
ization ofthe fatherse. While little difference in the number of membership
in more than two eclubs is sesn betiween groups one and two there is & sharp
drop in group three. The students whose fathers are in the more Westernized
groups seem 1o have more club membershipse This is certainly indleation of
better adjustments In addition students of fathere in group one definitely
show a greater interest, activity and even leadership in ths cluba to which
they belong than those in group two, and those in group two show more than
those in group three (see table XLIX).

TABIE XLIX
CLUB MEMBERSHIP AND CLUB ACTIVITY OF THE VIETNAMESE STUDENTS IN

AVERICAN SCHOOILS.

One olub 4 5 2 1
Two clubs 2 8 3 13
Three olubs 2 5 1 8
Four clubs 0 1 O 1
Five clubs 1l 0 . ] 1
Total ‘ 11 24 12 23
Club offiocer 1 8

2 ,
Active in olub 6 8
Total N 1z = -
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Most of the Vietnemese students do not lile American food (73 per
cent eccording to table VI), but agein there is one student in group one and
one in group two also stated that they liked American foode Also tow in the
firat group and two in the second group said they did not care whether thay
are Vietnamese food or American foode There was no one in the third group
who either liked or did not mind eating Americen foode This egain may be an
indication that the first and second groups are more adjusied toward American

food than the third group (see table L)»
TABIE L

ADJUSTMENT OF VIETNAMESE STUDEXTS IN AMERICA TO AMERICAN FOUD

Group I Group II Group III Together

Like i 1 4] 2
Dislilke 8 16 é 30
Indifferent 2 2 0 )
o enswer 0 5 Q 5
Total 11 24 6 41

Variation of the adjustmont of the Vietnazeme students in Amerioca
sscording to the degree of the Westernization of their fathers can be shown
even more clearly in the listing of customs or ideas that the Vietnamese
student would or would not want to itake back with them to Viel Name In

general, they want to bring back such things ms the informslity and friend-




76

liness of Americen people, some of the demooratic procedures in Americen
governmsnt, and the teasher-student relationship found in American schoolse
But, the three groups of students having different levels of Westernigzation
among their fathers differ merkedly from each other in the customs chosen or
rejecteds Again, as was true in the analysis of items to which the students
found it most difficult and least diffioult to adjust (ppe 71,72,73) the
students of the most Westernized fathers listed more things that they want to
take besk to Viet Nem than did the students of the less Westernigzed faotherce
Thus group one averages l.2 éuama per person that they would take back to
Viet Nem, group two O.7, and group three 0.6 ( ses table LI).

TABLE LI
AMERICAN CUSTOMB AND IDEAS THE VIETNAYESE STUDENTS WISH T0
BRING BACK TO VIET NAM

American oustoms and idees Group I Group IX  Group III  Togethsr

Dignity of labor
Har working spirit
Practioal mind
Anerican clething

gtudent~teasher relation % 0
Parents-children reletion 0 2
Students! activiiies 1 ¢
Prisndliness and informality & 0
Demosrasy 1 5
Boys and Girle reletlionship 3 0
Sporis 1 2
Dating 1 0
Part-tisme job 1 -
1 1
1 5
0 2
0 1

|
|
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The exact opposite trend occurs when the customs thet the students
would not like to bring back when they return to Viet Nem are eonciaarmd.Thin
rate is low with the first group (0.9) and higher in the seoond (1l+1) and
highest in thev third group (1+3) (see table LII)e

TABIE LII
- AMERIDAN CUSTOMS AND IDEAS THAT VIETNAMESE STUDENTS WOULD NOT
WANT TO BRING BAOK TO VIET NAM

Idens and customs a Group I Grouwp II Group III Together

Boys and girls relationship

Worship of sports

Work schedule

Individualism

Meterialiem

Divoree and birth control

Home for the aged

Freedom for youth

Pre judice

Rock and roll musiec

Open demonstration of
affection

Smolking and driuxing

OO0 COOOCOOOONMNN M
ot ot ek e DD RN O OV O Py
OO0 MrHeOOOOWOOOM MO
e DO IO R RO e I D

|
|

Total 10 27

[«
g
\n

Rumber of customs per

pergon that they would not 0.9 1.1 1.3
want to bring back to Viet

HNeams ‘

Again this appears to indicate thet the students of the more Western-

ized fathers are thinking more in terms of what they can take back to Viet
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Nam, which certeinly i1s an indicstion of a good adjustmente At least, it is
en indication that they heve absorbed or accepted more values which they
ere willing to make part of their native culturcs than have the students of
the less Westernized groupe fatherss It is aisc true that the students of the
most Westernized fathers list the least number of items per person that they
would not want to take baok with them and the students of the least Westernized
fathers list the most nimber of items per person that they would not want
to bring back to Viet Neme This indicates a definite positive relationshlp
between adjustment ofthe students of the highest level of Westernization end
lowest level of Westernization of the fathere.

Although the data availeble are not as conclusive as might be de=
sirable, s defiinite indication of a positive relationship between the level
of VWesternization of the fathers and the level of adjustment of the students
is evident:

l= The higher the level of Westernisation of the fathers, the fewer
the problems of adjustment recognized end faced by the Vietnamese ntgdvnts
in our groupe The lower the level of Weaternisation of the fathers, the more
numerous are the number of problems of adjustment for the studentee.

2=~ The higher the level of Westernization of the fathers, the more
likkely the students in our group will be to favor the student-teacher rela-
tionahip end the athletic programs in the American scheols which they ate
tended, and more likely they will be to join and sctively participate in
college clubse

%= The higher the level of the Westernizatlon of the fathers, the
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more mumerous is the items of American culture that the Viotnamaso.atuduntn
went to bring back to Viet Neame. The lower the level of Westernigation of the
fathers the less numepous mre the itews the atudents want to take beck to
Viet Neme

4 Although these relatienships are not true in a perfeot inverse
relationship the trend is evident that the students whe have the most Westerne
ized group of fathers (es defined in this study) are more adjusted in the
faotors considered than are the students of the fathers in the least Western-
ized group (es defined in this study)e |

On the wheole, it may be said, that the students in our sample are
generslly adjusted to the American culture and American schools they are
attendinge This is probebly dus to the fact that most of them come from
woll-to~do families who are willing to send them abroad for their edusation
and which are relatively Westernized in their orientations It is probably ale
80 lmportent to emphasize that the adjustment of the Vietnsmese students may
be closely related to the fact that their stey in Americe is temporary snd
that they, therefore, accept the Americen customs end ideas in so fer as
they have to live with them fgr e temporary time spene There is some indica-
tion thet they are tolerating American valuse rather than absorbing them
end adopting theme This sevms true at least in terms of what they sctually
expresse It ie possible, however, that unconsoiously, the Vietnamese students
have absorbed many more Americen ideals eand customs than they are willing
to admit, sine® most of them feel they must return to their country and
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therefore do not want to feel disloyal to their traditional values in which
they were brought up and to which they will returne

In so far es they absdrbed some Western values from their Westernigzed
fathers there were more willing to accept and favor the more Western attitudes
and valués of Americas The depth of the adaptability of the Vietnamese ntudant#
%o American values and ocustoms will be measurable only in the practices of
the Vietnamese students whey they return to their own country. How mush
"Westornized Americanism® has rubbed off on them and remained with them will
bo anmwered only after & few years of living back in Viet Neme It would be
very interesting to follow up this kind of research and make a study of these
same students when they go back to Viet Ham, to determine the extent of their
Americanization as expresped in their problems of readjustment to the Viete
namess culture from which they have been awsy for & number of years. Such
a study would give e more conclusive answer to the exect level of adjustment

of the Vietnamese studente in Americeae




APPENDIX I

Questionnalre for Me.Ae Thesis

LOYTOLA UNIVERSITY

General information

le Neme of school

81

(state)

Locetion of schoel _ (City)

Kind of echools Private school Stete school

Catholic sohool Neon=-gathollc school

2+ Date of birth: Date Month Toar

SIS T A

In what city or town did you spend most of your time ?

School for men School for women Coeducational

Sex

A

3« How long have you been in the Us 8¢ A¢ ¢

5¢ Why did you come to America rather than going elsewhere?

4o What other country have you visited 1 For how long?

6. What i your present status as a student? (Please cheok)
Freshman

Undergraduntes Graduate:
Junioy

L _Senior

Degree

Sephomore Working for e Master's

S ———

Working for a Phele




What are you or what do you intend to mejor int

Ma jor ' Minor

Have you lived most of the time on campus _ or off campus ____ 1
T+ Did you speak English when you arrived ? Yes ___  No —
If the answer is yas, how would you rate your ability to speak English
at thet time? (Plese checlk.)
Able to understand perfectly lestures given in clase
Able to undsrstand pertly lectures given in class
Not able to understand lectures given in cless
Able to spealk fluently
Able to spesk fairly well __
Able to speak very little
8+ Did you heve any formal sducation in English before coming to UsSeAs 7

If yes, how much?

9e Do you plan to go hack to Viet Nam when you finish your etudies here?

10 Your religion is

Degree of westernlzation of parents

1« What is your fathert!s profession ur oecupation?

His level of education {indicate number of ysers completed in esch

divieion)  Grade schoel College
High schoel _ Graduate

2e¢ language(s) other than Vietnamese spoken by your father

5e Which of the following idesa and customs would be favored by your father?




(Please chesk)

Hodern dance im net immorsl

Musie is not debmeing

SO ——

Hueband and wife are equal ia fanmily
authority

lLove and understanding should be
the bond between parents and
children

Fathers are to rule by love rather
then fear

Edusation for girls should be
encouraged

Edusation beyohd college should
be encoursged

Coeduscational schools st all

levels

Coedcuational schools at college
level and sbove

Catholioism

4

6e Lenguege(s) other then Vistnamese spoken by your mother

Protestantiom

Your father's religion

Dancing is immoral

Music is not desirable in the
fandly
Wife owes husbend respect and

submission
Ohildren ought to obey their

parerts blindly, doing whateyer
they are told to au

Fathers are to rule by fear
rather than love
Girls should not have any formal

education

There 1s no need for education
beyond college

Separate sohools for men and
women at all levels

Separate schoole for men and
women belew college level

Buddhiem __
Confucianism Others

How long has he held this faith?

 Your mother's profession or oscupation?

Her level of education (Pleas indisate number of yeers completed in each

division) Grade school

College

High sehool

Graduate
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7+ ¥Whish of the following idess and customs would be favored by your

mother? (Please oheck)

Modern dence ies not iumoral

Musio is not debasing

Husband and wife are egqual in
famlly authority

Love and understanding should be

the bond between parents and
children ___

Fathers are to rule by love rather

then fear

Bducation for girls should be en-

coureged

Education beyond college should be

encouraged

Gnedusational soheols at all levels

Coedusational schools at college

level and sbove __
Gatholicism
Protestantiem

Dencing 1s immoral

Musie is not desireble in the
family ___

Wife owes husband respect and
submiesion

Children ought to obey thelr
parents blindly and do vhatever
they are told to do __

Fathers are to rule by fear
rathey than love

Girls should not have any formel
education ____

There is no need for eduscation
beyond college

Separate schools for men and
women at all levels

Separate schools for men and
women below college level

Buddhism __
Confucianism ___ Others __

8+ Your mother's religion ____ How long has she held this faith?

Impressions and experiences in America

le What were your impressions and ideas (good and/or bad) about Americe

before you came here 3
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2+ What were your main sources of informetion upon which these impressions

end ideas were hasod?v

3¢ Which of these impressions and idess were most sppesaling to you before

you cemet

4e Were your experiences in Americe up to the expectation of your impressions
and ideas? Plesse explaim

5s What bas impressed you most sinee you have been here ?

6+ What do you like most in Americe? Give your first three preferences:
1.

2e

e
7+ What do yom dislike most in Americe? Give your first three cholcess

le

2e

23




AMjustments of the students

le To whet ideas or things that you encountered in American life did you
find 1t most diffioult to adjust ?

2+ To what idems or things that you encountered in American life did you

find 1t least difficult to adjust?

3« To what ideas or things that you encountered in college life in America
did you find it most diffioult to adjust ?

4e To what idems or things that you encountered in college life in America
did you find it least diffiocult to adjust?

5e Olubs to which you belong

(Religious, Soeisl, Cheek the ones in which  Check the enes in
Acadenio, etc.) you actively participete which you were of-
ficer

6+ What do you think of the tescher-student relationship in American colleges?

T+ What is your opinion of the place given to ethletic progrems in

Awsrican colleges?

—————
e——
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8+ Do you generslly prefer Americen food to Vietnamese foed?

9« ¥hat guerican oustoms (if eny) would you want to bring back to Viet Nem

if and when you would return there?

10+ What American customs (if sny) would you definitely not want to take

baok te Viet Nam if and when you return there?

11. Under what conditions would you be willing 4o stay in Ameriocs rathey than

return to Viet ijenm?

12+ Were eny attempts made by the colleges or government or social agencies

%0 help you to understend American culture and adjust to it?

AT AR

What were they?

Thank you very muoch for your willingnese and oooperation. Please feel free
to write any other suggestions below or on the other side &f this paper
if necessary. THANK YOU.
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