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These three institutions have played a very significant rols in moulding
the values, attitudes and belisfs of the peopls of India from times immemorial.
In the past all customs and practices were dullt arcund them. A person was
loysl to his jJoint-family, caste and village commmnity and adbered to their
traditions. They functioned as the chief sgencies in the socialising process
of an individual and provided him social, economic and psychologieal security.
Their social norms were very rigid vhich left little scope for anyone to act
on his own initistive. |

The Indisn village community used to be sconomically almost self-suffi-
cient, The pessant supplied the basic need of food, and such eraftamen as
axiths, carpenters, potters and weavars satisfied the various other needs of
the village community. Barter in the commodities produced by the village
wvorkers, agricultural or industrial, vas more or less restricted to the

I1revats Karve, | (Ponna, 1953), p. 1:
thmmMWm %Mormcﬂtw
phencmencn in India. These are the configuratiom of the linguistic regtoams,
the {nstitutions of caste and the family organization. Each of thess three
fastors is intimately bound up with the other twvo, and the three togetder
give meaning and supply besis to all other aspects of Indian culture."
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village. What little surplus that vas left wvas traded with the people of
munm‘mamm»mmamgmm. Contagt with the
cutside vorld was limited owing to, in the first imstance, the self-sufficient
character of the village, and secondly, poor mesns of transportation and still
poarer means of communication. It was on occasions sueh as marriages that
poopla left thelir village and came into comtact with other villages. Oeea~
sionally plligrimages and important festivals provided contact with a vwider
vorld. But barring these occasional shifts the village folk lived in isola~
tion, and comssquently the charscteristic festure of the Indian village ecom~
mtymmmwmmiw»‘ezumummm.

Casts® has been  potent factor in stabilizing the cultural pettern.
mmznmow,m'mu-utumm”ww."
It dictates to the individual, vho would never conceive of initiating any
change in the cultural standards of the caste, his complate ideclogy. It is
laft to the lowver oastes to imitate the pattern of the higher sastes in order
to better themselves in the social hisrarchy. This, in the past, has however
facilitatad the subsonseious evolution of a uniform pattern for Hindus as &
vhola, The recalsitrant of any higher casts, intending to break vith the
caste pattern, vas threstened with fmmediate expulsion from his caste.

f9. 8. Ghurye 1952), »p. 6, 7, bb-
11h, 161, uw&&%‘&%ﬁu&m%«&ui,m
Braiming, vho vere allotted the religious and teashing duties for the Hindu
soeiety, were placed at the top. Next in rank came the military caste, the

then the V. casts, vhich wvas comprised of people carrying
out ness and agricultursl occupations. The as caste, beneath the
Vi in mm, wm«t the lover ocoupati duties. Finally, the
80~¢ "untouchables,” re-msmed by Gandhi the were the cuteastes

vho 414 all the most dissgreeshle jobs such as ses .




Village life vas so coordinated that every caste had its proper place and
duties. In order to maintain the equilibrium of sosial relationships a strict
obssrvance of this code of caste was inevitable. Any disturbance in the caste
organization had its concomitant ripples in the life of ths village. Confore
aity to caste ideology vas essential to the peaceful tenor of village life,
and the expelled member of the caste was therefore an offender in the eyes of
the village community too. All services wers refused to him and his very
existence in the village vas mads most difficult, if mot ifmpossidle.

Social changes in Indie today must be studied sgainst the background of
the age-0ld treditions of social life of the country. In a study of the
changing pattern of the treditional family pattern in Imdts, it 1s necessary
+0 have a general understanding of the basic eonception and structure of the
traditionsl institution called the joint-family. NWimkoff and Gore remark:

The most common varisty of the family sinee the deginning of

Juman sosiety is the type that now prevails in the Vest, samely,

the simple family of husband, wife, and offspring. But in Indis

thars is another type of family known as the jJoint fumily, con~

sisting often of the hesd and his vife and their married sons

and vives and children., The term, Joiat family, is sa interest-

ing one, implying as that the family is & combinstion of

separate units. The phrase, Joint family, is probably of Esglish

origin, and seversl generstions age, only a mon-Indian would see
anything joint in the Indian family. In traditiomal Eindi there

is no word for joint femily, or for its opposite, the unitary or

umww-&w;mmmih. To the Rindu, in the

past, family has meent jJoint family,

Different regions in Indis have varied structures of social life. Such

variations ars very significant vhen we think of the institution of the

oy

M. 7. Fimkoff snd M. §. Gove, "Social Buses of the Hindu Joint Family,"
Sociology and Social Research, XLIV (September 1959), 27.




family.) For example, there are some communities in Indis vhich have a
decidedly maternal system of family. Patriarchy exists in certain parts in
ita extreme form. The Nairs of Malabar and the Khasis of Assam treditionally
followed the maternal family system, vhereas the Namboodiris of Malabar tradi-
tionally have had a decidedly yetriarchal family system, vhich rests all
authority with the paternal hesd of the household.’ But the classical pate
tern of the family in India is that of the joint family. It bas evolved into
many forms and developed many variations under the influence of different
castes, as vell as regional and religious cultures. But as a type, the Hindu
Joint-fanily has remained an enduring influence across the ages providing to
the institution of the family in the vhole e;’ India & certain basic unity of
form. Spesking of the Hindu joint-family, David G. Mandelbeaum writes:

YDavid Mandelbaum, "The Family in India,” in The Pamily: Its Punctions
and Ruth Anshen, (ed.) (New York: 1949), p. India is so vast
and mmmvmmmmtmgmuuummmnrmmn
in India must be subject to numercus exceptions in detail and amendments in
local perticular. Nevertheless, it is poasidble to depict Indien family orga-
nization in general terms that wvill have some applicabdility to a very large
proportion of the Indian population.”

%um;rmmnxuamummwmm
gz)mmmutmoawmmm, not the father (umnnul
u)mmm:«mummaehm'cuhum(utu~
local). The husband, sometimes merely s privileged visitor, has in this res-
pect a secondary positiom in the home wvhers kis wife and children live. BHe
may, however, have the dominant position in the family of his sister. (1i1)
Autbority vithin the faxily group belongs primarily not to the husband bBut to
some repressutative of the vife's kin, The Nairs of Malabar and Khasis of
Assam traditionally followed the maternal family system. The patriarchal type,
in its extreme form, vests all suthority with the paternal head of the house-
hold. It 1s also patrilineal snd petrilocal. The Namboodiris of Malabar tra~
ditionally have had s decidedly patriarchal family system. (See McIver and
Page, Society. New York: Rinmshart and Co., Imc., 1954, pp. 247-48.




The classic form of the family in India is that of the joint
family. It is prescribed in certain of the sacred Hindu books and
has prevailed in the land for centuries. The joint family structure
is today more charscteristic of rural than of urban families, of the
upper casts and wealthier strata of society than of the lower and
poorer strata, of the more orthodox sectors than of those which have
taken over Western traits, and of Hindu than of Muslim cosmunities.
But even smong urban and westernised and Muslim families the patterns
of interpersonal relationships set by the joint family are not wholly

and the model of the orthgdmt scriptural joint family still
has influsnce everyvhere in India.

The patwilineal joint family is the most common type of joint family
found smong the Hindus in India.

Salient Peatures of the Joint-Family Structure

The traditional JMub-Mly7 consists of male members having common
ancestry, femals offspring not yet married, and women brought into the family

Ghaaclhnn, p. 167.

TIravati Karve gives s very precise definition of the joint family: "A
aamemi; is a group of pecples vho generally live under one roof, vho eat
food cocked at one hearth, vho hold property in common and vho purticipate in
comeon femily worship and are relsted to each other as some perticular type

of kindred." (Kinshi isation in India, p. 10)
B. R. ine concept of authority: "[Members of the joint
family] are authority of the elder in matters of family and religion,

Joint investment of capital, joint enjoyment of profits, and of incwrring
birth, marriage and death expenses from the jJoint funds.” ("In a Mobile Com-
mercial Community," in "Symposium: Caste and Joint Pamily," Sociological Bulle-
tin, IV (September 1955), pp. 1h1-2.) '

1. 2. Desal in his article, "The Joint Pamily in Indis - An Anslysis,”
emphasiszes the relationship between the family members: "The type of family
is not to be determined by the fact of co-residence, commensslity or the size
of the group. It is the relationship between the mesders of a household among
themselves and with those of another household that determines the type of the
family of that household."” ("Fhe Joint Pemily in Indis - An Analysis,” Socioe
logicsl Bullstin, Yol. V. u.2 (September 1956), IA7-8. See also his article,

An Analysis,” in "Symposium: Caste and Joint Pamily," Sociological Bulletin,

Vol. IV, n.2 (September 1955), 97-117.)

The writer of this thesis has preferred to give a deseriptive definition
of the joint family in India.




6
by marriage, living together in one household or several households connected
together. The psychological bond between the members of the joint-family is
so strong that kinship relationship is put above all other relationships in
loyalty amd support. All through the ages, to a Hindu, his family and kinship
group have been the mainstay sgainst all odds.

In goneral, the joint-family consists of members of three or four genera-
ticms, joined together on the basis of common sncestry and property.® Through
the ages there have besn considersadls variations in principls as well as da-
tail regarding "ancestor-rite” and inheritance of property, yet these twin
aspects of the joint-family have kept the family members velded together.”

This traditionsl structure of the Joint.-ﬁﬂly saturally provides the
starting point in this investigstion. This pattern still persists in India
especially among the more conservative sectioms of our pedple in rural areas.
Even vhere the pattern is dresking down the ideological basis of the jointe
fanily 48 preserved. Conseguently freedom to the individualistic demands of
modern youth is given very often as s compulsion of necessity. Where blood
kinship is the basis of family loyalty and its claim to priovity over all
other loyalities is recognized, the sense of belonging in a joint-family

8vye can call a household a nuclesr family if it 1s composed of a group
of parents and their ummarried children, not related to the other kin through
or by yproperty or income or the rights and obligations pertaining to them.--
We call that household a joint-fumily which has a greater generstion depth
(.e., three or more) than the puclear family and the members of vhich are
related to one anocther by property, income and mutual rights and odbligations,
The mesbers may be relsted collaterally or lineally." Dessi, "he Joint
FPamily in Indis,” p. 1k,

9. U. Predhu, Hindu Socisl Organisation. (Bombay, 195%).




7
predominates. Common possession of large family estates, whether in the form
of landed property or business interests, is another characteristic feature of
the Jointe-family.

Ancestor-rite and prayers associated with this rite constitute a basis
of joint-family 1ife.l0 According to the Rig Veda (i.e., the Hindu religious
mythological seriptures) the spirits of the ancestors are supposed to be
living under King Yams, the god of death. On supplication and ancestor-rites,
King Yama visits the grieved relatives and brings them "liberation and salva-
tion." This ancéstor-rite may be performed either in an elaborate form, with
the Bralmin priests presiding, or in the simple form, without the Brahmin
priests.n In the early stages of ancestor-‘rite, daughters were allowed to
perform this duty, but during the period vhen the ancestor-rite ceremonies
became elaborate and camplicated, the sons alone were regarded as eligible for
offering oblations and prayers for the ancestor spirits.

Thus the emphasis on "giving birth to a son" came into the focus of the
Joint family life. As the individual's debts to his ancestora and to his com-
munity were emphasized, his obligation to "give birth to a son" became greater,
because one's son by offering ancestor-rite (to one after one's death, and)
to one's ancestors, would help them in their "spiritual march." Hence the
Hindi term for son is putra (one who saves), derived from put (salvation).

Therefore the presence of a male child in the family is considered extremely

10Ghurye, G. S., Family and Kin in Indo-European Culture (Bombay, 1955).

llthe Brahmins are traditlionally the priestly caste and religious teache
ers in India: see Morris E. Opler, Village Iife in North India (Chicago, 1950)
pp. 280-88.




important for the salvation of a Hindu, and his place in the Indian joint-
family 18 30 elevated that proereation becomes a duty in the interest of both
the family and the community. So the Hindu way of life in the joint-family
includes three most important steps for every individual: to get married, to
have a son or sons, and to perform the ancestor-rites.l2

Common property constitutes the second basis of jJoint-family. Through
the ages there have been considerable variations in property rights, yet it
has remained a most important common bond of the joint-family. Customarily,
property is divided with the consent of the father during his life-time, yet
the authority of the father over the family property is accepted by all mem-
bers of the family. In this respect the Hindu society shows a profound under-
standing of the nature of family property and its influence on family rela-
tions. In order to maintain a balance in such social relastions, the Hindu
society, for centuries, theoretically upheld and supported the right of the
individual to property, but always preferred its joint ownership and utiliza-
tion as a practical way out.

The accumulation of property by the family, especially property in land,
accentuates the gense of family unity. The farmer gets a labor force by be-
getting children and by bringing relatives into the household, thus increasing
the gize of the family. There iz thus an economic inducement for the joint-
family to remsin cohesive and to grow in size. In an sgricultural society,
property in land is highly valued and traditionally division of land is con-

sidered bad, partly because small units become uneconomic and are insufficient

12por a good description of the rituals in an Indian village see Shyama
C. Dube, Indian Village (London 1955), pp. 96-130.




to support a family.

A distinctive feature of the Hindu joint-family is the joint reaidence of
several married brothers who share equally in the family property. Under the
Mitakshara law, sons could ask for partition of the ancestral property, but
the inherent right of each individusl in the jJoint property was not disturbing
in the past, because 1t was not exercised, whereas at present suits for parti-
tion are (!Olmon.l)

Nimkoff and Gorell‘ remark that when we look for common values in the
joint-family, we are at once led to the occupation of agriculture, which is
common for all the members of the family. Farming is a non-individualizing
occupation because: (a) all the members of tin family depend upon the family
for employment and economic support, and not upon diversified outside employ-
ment; (b) the land and the household provide work for all the able-bodied,
the young and the old, and no one is differentiated as unemployed; and (c) the
labor 1s generally unpaid labor, and the absence of money means there is no
objective measure for differentiating the contribution of the different wor-
kers even if there were a significant difference, which 1s quite unlikely in
the collective pursuit of sgriculture., So the work on the land fosters the

sense of Jjointness in the family.

Marriage in Rural India

Marriage is an event of great significance in rural noeietiu.ls It is

13Nimkoff and Gore, p. 30.

1pia., p. 26.

15Margaret Cormack gives an excellent description of marriage as a
social-religious rite: The Hindu Woman (New York, 195}), pp. 121-30. See
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not only an event in which the families involved participate, but it is also
an oceasion vhen the entire village considers it an essential duty to provide
every assistance. The menfolk from the village of the groom accompany him to
the bride's village where the sctual marriage ceremony takes place after which
they return to their village with both the bride and groom. All this takes
three to four days depending on the distance between the villages of the two
parties. But the point is that marriege is the concern of the entire village
and this concern still continues.

Marriage in India follows the principles of village exogamy and
caste endogamy, that is, a man must get a wife from another village

but from his own caste. This is the traditional arrangement. Even

in the cities at present, where the occwpational component of caste

has undergone considerable change, the marital component is more

reaistant to change. Intracaste marriage reinforces the joint-

family. She is the stranger im the group, the alien element, the

potentially disruptive element. Since caste 1s a set of behavior

patterns, intracaste wriafg adds an ind{vidual to the group who

is likely to be harmonious.

In marriage caste rules are very strictly obaerved and intercaste marriage
is almost \mlmmm..l7 Violating caste rules in marriage means the gevere pen-
alty of social ostracism. The usual practice to marry outside one's own
village is upheld by the belief that a woman far from her perent's home can
be better controlled. It is also required by group exogamy sanctioned by
religious and social customs.

Marriages were always arranged by the family, and these ensured a dis-

tinet measure of cultural and religious similarity between the marriage

also Prabhu, pp. 163-T2.

16nimkof? and Gore, p. 31.
17prabhu, p. 154.




1
partners, since such marriages generally took place with reference to caste,
religion and social status.

While selecting a partner the main consideration of the parents was to
see that the selected spouse would fit into the famlly 1life and pattern. The
Hindu Dharmsutras (i.e., the Hindu religious and moral code) give a long list
of qualities to be looked for in a bride at the time of selsction.lg It in-
sista that the family of the spouse be known to continue the Hindu cultural
tradition. It also recommends that inquiries be made into the family of the
spouse to the extent of four or even five generations on both sides. Family
background was thus an important factor in the selection of a spouse, and it
8till continues to have some importance with‘ many Hindus. Frequently the
idea is to ascertain that the family is held high in soeisl estimation for its
standard of living, material as well as cultural. Traditionally the choice
was left to the parents, and a partner in marriage had little volee in settling
it; but marriage 4did not often prove unhappy because the parents were very
careful and even fastidious in selecting the spouse from "proper families,"”
and "the social ideals of marriage and the joint-family organization afforded
little chance for clash of interests or 1deology."19

Parents usually try to get their daughters married as soon as they reach
puberty. Often it was even earlier. An impetus wae given to earlier mar-
riages by attaching social prestige:

It was the sign of one's afflucence or status to get one's

child betrothed before she reached the age of puberty. It was
a matter of pride and prestige that one's echild was socught after

18¢ M. Kapadia, Marrisge and Family in India (Bombay 1955), p. 136.

197p1a.




at a tender age. Under the operation of these various forces

early marriages became more popular and with the passing of time

the practice became so compelling that a departure from it was a

matter of social disapproval and even of social disgrace.20

In case of marriages at a tender age, the girl continues to live with
her parents thus avoiding cohabitation with her husband, until the time ghe
attains puberty. This great haste in marrying off girls so young is due both
to religious beliefs and to sociasl customs. Many parents feel that a grown
unmarried dsughter in the home is always a source of danger and therefore it
is best to get her married soon. Virginity at marriage is considered a badge
of respectability.m The higher castes are often more particulsr about early
marriage than the others. Some lower castes:in their attempt to climb up
the social ladder, observe the accepted customs regarding the age of marriage,
ete., more carefully, and in some cases even out-do the upper castes in such
observances. The lower castes in their imitation of the higher have sometimes
outstripped them by contracting marrisge evex; before the birth of the child.
Betrothal of children when they were in the womb and their marrisge at an
early age was not in their case troublesome as they allowed widow remarriage,
vhereas the upper castes digecouraged widow remarrisge.

A vord about the socio-psychological aspect of early marriage. After
marriage the bride comes to live in the joint-family of her husband and be-
comes a member of it. There she comesa into contsct with persons who do not

know her and whom she does not know. There is the possibllity of conflict

between her and her elders with respect to habits, attitudes, social etiquette,

201pi14., p. 145.
2lprabhu, Hindu Social Organization, p. 153.




13
dress, and a number of other things. As she is expected to behave properly to
add to the prestige of her father's family, and proper behaviour implies obe-
dience to her husband, his parents and his elders, she has to give in and
acquire their tastes. She cannot be, rather she is not expected to be,
"asgsertive.” The usual pattern of behaviour between the husband and wife is
that of the dominance of the former over the latter. A freguent pattern of
behaviour between the daughter-in-law and mother-inelaw is often that of con-
flict. The mother-in-law sometimes assumes the role of a harsh “taskmistress"
80 a8 to show the new bride that she is still the mistress, and unless the
daughter-in-law is very tactful or eubserviept to the wishes of her mother-
in-law the two are unlikely to be in accord with each other.22 And in this
pattern of conflict the mother-in-law had the soclally recognized dominant
role. The young girl thus not only finds herself in unfamiliar and at times
confliecting surroundings, but is made to realize at the first opportunity the
dominating role of her mother-in-law in the life she now begins.

Since the daughter-in-law is eventually expected to run the family, a
certain amount of power struggle gradually develops between the daughter-in-
law and the wother-in-law. Underlying this rivalry and jealousy of each
other's power is the mother-in-law'e authority over the dilstribution of duties
and functions in the joint-family. Before the arrival of the new bride the
mother-in-law 4did most of the work in the home by herself, but the arrival of
the daughter-inelaw has increased the number of workers in the joint-family

without increasing the work. Therefore, there is always a complaint that the

2f“"(‘:c:»x'\'me,t':k, p. 130.
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mother-in-law enjoys leisure at the cost of her deughter-in-law. Such eriti-
cism increases as the physical powers of the mother-in-law decline without a
corresponding decline in her authority.

Since early marriasge has been the custom in Indis, the young wife was
nervous in her household work and duties, and her mother-in-law, who also was
uneducated, did feel the temptation to show her power and authority, and one
hears of frequent instances when dsughters-in-law have sought refuge elsevhere
in order to escape from the tyranny of their mothers-in-law. The extent of
ill-treatment is probably exaggerated, but there is no doubt that it did
em:l.at.g5 It was an age of authority: sons, \da.ughters, daughters-in-lawve--all
bowed down before the orders and desires of their elders.

Howvever, since the young bride is trained from childhood for wife-hood
she is in many ways ready to play her role in this new setting. As she comes
from the same background of caste~customs and agricultural way of life, the
difficulties of adjustment are reduced. Yet problems due to personality dife-
ferences do often arise and lead to frequent confliets. These conflicts how-
ever have become so common & tradition, that the dsughter-in-law, especially
if she is somewhat grown-up, comes mentally prepared to submit to the authori-
tarian treatment of the mother-in<law. The bride's mother has already instruc-
ted the daughter to become "subservient" in her new home particularly to the
mother-in-law. It is the mother's duty to train her dsughter to be an abso-
lutely docile daughter-in~law. The young bride must do everything she can to

please her parents-in-lew and her husband., If she dces not get on with her

23Comck, p. 130,
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mother-in-law, she will be a disgrace to her family, and cast a blot on the
fair name of her mother. The mother dins into her daughters' ears certain
ideals vhich make for harmony (at the expense even of her sacrificing her own
will) in her later life. There is no denying that this early training is very
effective in reducing the conflict to a minimum.

In case there are already dsughters-in-law present in the family, often
rivalry develops between them too. They may all try to win the mother-in-law's
favour and support. However, sometimes the daughters-in-law join together
in friendship against the tyranny and unjust treatment of the mother-in-law.
However, the daughters-in-law msy also be diyidad among themselves by rivalry,
Jealousy and suspicion. The intrigues and ,j;e.lousiea among the womenfolk in
& joint family are the despair of men. "If we listen to all the going-on in
the family, we will lose our heads," say the men. Others take it more stoi-
cally: "God has made mothers-in-law to quarrel with the wives of their sons,

and the wivea to quarrel among themselves."

Traditional Husband-Wife Relationship

In the traditional joint-famlly parents were obliged to find mates for
their children and the children to accept their choice. As the marrisge con-
tract was locked on as an agreement between two familieg rather than between
two young people, love was not necessary as a basis for marriage selection,
nor was courtship a necessary prelude for testing the relationships. The

Hindu idealgh' had no regard for individual taste, and in fact, rather feared

ehTagora Rabindaranath, "The Indian Ideal of Marriage," in The Book of
Marriage, ed. Herman Keyserling (New York: Blue Ribbon Books, 1920).
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it, as it might upset the sdjustment of the bride to her new household. Thus
marital choice was subordinate to group ends. Love between husband and wife
was the result of marriasge, in the Hindu view, not the prelude to it.

"Merriage was a social duty towsrd the family and the community, and
there was little idea of individual interest., The social background provided
by the authoritarian joint-family, and caste with its dominion in all spheres
of life, afforded no scope for the recognition of any personal factor, indivi-
dual interests and aspirations, in the relations between husband and wife."2D

The aims of marriage according to the Hindu Dhamasutras (i.e., the Hindu
religious and moral code) are dharma (duty),: praja (progeny) and rati (plea-
sure). Of these three, "dharma" is considered by the Hindus to be of supreme
importance: it implies a religious duty and duty towards the family and caste.
Therefore, one marries not only for his individual needs and pleasures but
for the sake of the entire joint-family. The need for a companion, as the
urban nuclear family ideally concelves it, is not stressed in the Hindu jointe
family. The husband and the wife have little time and occasion to meet and
converse with one ancther in the rural joint family.

According to the traditional norms of Hindu society, a husband is ex-
pected to be an "authoritarian" figure, whose will should always dominate the
domestic scene. As the head of the household he should demand respect and
obedience from his wife and children. The wife should regard him as her
"master" and should "serve him faithfully." It is the husband's responsibi-

lity to provide adequately for the support and maintenance of "his dependents"

25Kapadia, Marriage and Family in India, p. 169.
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and the wife's duty is to "run the household frugally and efficiently." In an
ideal home, "all major decisions are taken by the husband," sometimes in consulg
tation with his wife and grown-up children; but the final say in all matters
connected with the family is always with the husband.

The husband is expected to "watch the activities and ways of his wife"
as well as "take care of the proper upbringing of his children." The wife
should "serve her husband with loyalty and devotion." The husband is "super-
ior"; the wife is his "sm‘ocn-d.i.naim."26 As a mark of the recognition of his
superiority the wife shows respect tc her bhusband by touching his feet. When
his wife errs, the husband is expected to reprimand her and sometimes even
"peat" her. However, a good wife ig not expected to answer him back. Even
vhen the husband is wrong she is supposed to bear her lot meekly and submis-
sively. This cultural pattern 1s reflected in the lament of a wife over her
husband 's demige, when she wails, "Where 1s my lord? Where is my master? Now
who will support me? The shield that protected me is gone; now I am help-
less."2(

In the joint-family system, conjugal love takes nothing away from filial
love. The sons remain at home, and their wives come under the direction of
the mother who initiates her daughters-in-law to household management and
family traditions. The new bride enteras her new home "as timidly as she
enters a temple," she will submit to the discipline of her new family, and

take as her own the parents and relatives of her husband. Here one may note

26pube, Indian Village, p. 1k2.

27Cormack, p. 133.
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a difference in the mutual relations between husband and wife: the wife be-
longs to her husband first of all; the husband first belongs to his mother,
It is from this view, which is dominated by the respect for authority, that
there arose the condition of inferiority in which Hindu women were kept.

She prostrates herself to receive her husband's blessing, she prepares
his food and serves him during his meal, and she eats after him and alone,

In all their relations there is no thought of equality and the orthodox Hindu
wife would never claim anything like equality with her husband. It seems

as natural for her to pay him a "dutiful cult" as it is natural for him to
receive it from her. .

This tone in conjugal relations also re;reals the specific ideal in mar-
ried life. For a Hindu, a wife is first of all "the mother of our child."

It 18 not to satisfy his passions, it is not even to increase their mutual
love that husband and wife primarily unite; it is to found a family., As
already stated, does not the Hindu religion place the "cult of the ancestors"
at the centre of the domestic ritual?

Marriasge for the Hindus is binding and irrevocable. The parties to the
marriage cannot dissolve it at will. They are bound to each other until the
death of either of them (and the wife is supposed to be bound to her husband
even after his death). This concept of marriage, that it is indissoluble,
is a lofty one because it means that the husband and wife after marriage have
to adjust their taste and temper, their ideals and interests, instead of
breaking with each other when they find that these differ. It thus involves

sacrifices on the part of both husband and wife as each is called upon to

overcome the incompatibility of the other. Hence, in a Hindu marriage,
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demands of personal gratification and pleasures are subordinated, and the indi-
vidual is called upon to make marriage a success by means of adjustments and
compromise.

For the most part, the moral demends of wedded life, namely, for faithe
fulness, loyalty, otadience and service are made more on the wife than on the
husband thus setting separate standards of morality, one for man and another
for woman., It is the wife who "should be of one mind with the husband, n28
and “"should always remain cheerful and mindful of household duties.”

Because of social and physical conditions in villages and families (such
as shortage of living space, crowded conditions, and large families) personal
intimacy on the level of companionship is not so noticeable as fidelity and
service to the husband. The wife's only concern in life is to see that all
services needed by her husband are properly performed by her, the satisfaction
of her husband being her sole joy in life. As the husband 1s the centre of
all her activities and interests there is no question of raising a word against
him even when he is found to be i1ll-tempered or a drunkard. The wife is not
only attached to him as long as he is alive, but even after his death, "be-
cause s faithful vife can never conceive of having another husband ,"29

Relations between the newly married couple in the rural joint-family
home take a long time to settle down. They are strangers to each other and

they have no privacy in the rural joint-family home to enable them to develop

28Hedwig Bachmann, On The Soul of the Indian Woman: As Reflected in the
Folklore of the Koukan (Boston, 1942), p. 125.

291bia.
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understanding and admiration for each other, and few opportunities to sit down
and discuss important matters. Also, both of them are playing minor roles in
the family, as the family politics are dominated by the older and more exper-
ienced generation. Though such relationships make it easler to get along with
each other, there is no question of critical discusaion or heated arguments,
and 1f such happen to arise, the husband is expected to put the wife in her
"proper place." It is in the nature of the Indian rural joint-family set-up
that the wife is expected to make the adjustment and discipline herself to
fit into the joint-family situation.

The problem of lack of privacy and lack of opportunity to meet together
to create companionship and understanding is compensated by the fact of early
marriage and early emphasis on children. After one or two children, the
couple settles down to a routine life, and if the children happen to be sons,
the wife has secured an honoured position in the family., Children also be-
come & source of common concern between husband and wife, During this period
closer understanding and companionship develops between the couple. After
the death of the mother-in-law the relationship between the husband and the
wife becomes quite intimate and strong. With increased emphasis on common
family social duties it grows with years even if the partners do not have
physical appeal for each other.

The menagement of the household is primarily the wife's duty, to be dis-
charged with the consent of her husband. If the husband is a spend-thrift
it is her duty to put s gentle check on his extravagance. She is to run the
household and help the husband by contriduting her lsbour if he is poor.

A wife's authority in the household depended on her husband's position.
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If she was the wife of the oldest son, she might have power in household mat-
ters above an older sister-ine-law. Any power she had over her husband depended
on her personality, and on her ability to influence him to her views. It is
quite possible that this influence was often considerable, and in some circum-
stances so great that she literally became the "power behind the throne."

Even though a woman in the rural joint-family household may have no power
as a wife, but as & mother she acquires it. The greateat respect is paid to
the mother of several children, especially male children. Therefore, the
desire among the newly~-weds to have children is very great. If the first born
is a son she acquires a very privileged position within the family. She,
therefore, waits for power within the family which comes to her as she has
more children and grows in age. Then she becomes the pillar of the household
ruling other women the way she was ruled, and in many ways even ruling men.

However, this pattern of husband-~-wife relationships is changing somevhat
in cases vhere the large Jjoint-family, though living together in the same
house, is divided into distinet nuclear families having their separate hearths
or kit;cb.ems.30 This intermediary type of family organization between tradi-
tional Jolint-family with a8 common hearth and the nuclear family affords
greater opportunity to husband and wife which makes them feel more interdepen-
dent. Still, as S. C. Dube states,

the solidarity between this cluster of families expresses itiself
on ceremonial occasions and in times of stress and calamity. In

3c"J:’hia intermediary type of family organization 1s largely the result of
jealousy and rivalry among the women folk in the joint-family.




the hour of need they must support each other, and mutual consule

tations among_them in regard to all major decisions are regarded

as desirable.

Even in the traditional families the bhusbend-wife relationship is not
inhuman as sometimes viewed by people brought up in the urban muclear family.
When considered in its total context it is an understandable relation. For
instance, mutual consultations are few in the traditional set-up. Decisions
in a family are not arrived at democratically. Due to the relatively static
nature of rural soclety, customs and traditions become the regulators of
social life and there are few novel situations for which new decisions have

to be taken. As for companionship the husband finds it in the several male

memberg of the family and 30 does the wife in the female members.

Functions of the Family

The family in India has been a potent factor in the continuance of cule
tural traditions. Family tradition was valued sbove everything, and the
pr:.lmry duty of the head of the family was to ensure that family traditions
in all matters relating to life were perpetuated by their solemn observance,
however unmeaningful they might begin to appear ss conditions changed. The
traditional suthority of the hesd over the junior members of the family was
s0 "awe-inspiring" that frequently the juniors never thought of expressing
their differences, wvhatever their convictions might be. The subordination
designed to regulate the lives of the different members in the hierarchy of

the joint-family household, recognition of the family as a unit for all social

g, ¢. Dube, "Social Structure and Cheange in Indian Peasant COmmmities,"L
Transactions of the Third World Congress of Sociology.
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relationships, the place assigned to the family as a judicial unit in family
quarrels--all tended to give the family such enormous influence that the indi-
vidual lost his identity in i{t. The social environment rarely provided any
opportunity to the individual to feel that he had interests apart from those
of the ramily.}a

Both the joint-family and the caste system engenders a colleectivistic
attitude in the individual. The joint family is joint in food, worship and
proyerty.” There is the sense of common responsibility for the fulfillment
of material requirements of all the members within the household. The joint-
family consista of a rather wide range of kinsmen of several generations
living together with a high degree of interdependence, emotional and social,
and operating as a basic family unity.

Again in regard to marriage the social structure has been responsible
for the development of particular attitudes and customs. Marriage is con-
gidered a family affair. It is a duty for transmitting an undivided property
and of maintaining the integrity of the family. It is for the happiness of
the group that one gets married. Therefore the marrying parties have little
or no say in the matter. It is essentially the duty of the parents or of the
senior members of the joint-family to get their.vards married at the right
time and to the right person.

Some practices and attitudes are significant among the members of a

32Kapadia, Marrisge and Family in India, p. 246,

33Prabhu, Hindu Social Organization, p. 218.
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caste group. One works, marries, lives, in conformity with caste traditionms.
Therefore, there is a great deal of uniformity in social etiquette, religious
beliefs, education, and standards of personal hygiene, etc., among the members
of the same family and caste. Even the personal name of an individual becomes
of lesser significance as compared to the joint-family or caste name. Social
prestige and status in rural India are determined on the basis of one's Joint-
family and cagte affiliation, and ope's personal attributes do no enhance or
belittle one's status.

The rural family continues to retain most of the so-called primary and
secondary functions. All the major needs of the members are fulfilled within
the family, such as economic, social, and psychological security. Because 1t
is a well-integrated family it 1s able tc inculcate in the members a sense of
belonging by common earning for one another and sharing of the resources
availsble., The members feel that they belong to a group bigger and more
powerful than themselves. They find the satisfaction of some of their needs
through the group and also learn to submit their personal interests to the
interest of the larger group. This has a great disciplining influence upon
the individual members.

It is well known that the rural family is a unit of both production and
conaumption. Its main source of income is agriculture snd work on the farm
and in the home is divided according to the sex and the sbility of the members.
However, it is not possible for any member to indicate his share of the pro-
duction in relation to the work put in. This is one reason why economic con=-
siderations do ixot interfere with the social cchesion of the rural Joint-

femily 28 it has done in the cities.
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The Hindu family is a closely unified social group, whose members live
under one roof in a large home of many rooms. The financlisl resources of the
family are pooled, and the family has a leader or "executive head." He is
usually the oldest and most respected male present. Many of his duties are
concerned with maintaining harmony in the family, but his main role is that of
"economic advisor, dispenser and banker." All income comes to him, and he sees
to it that the needs of every family member are met. All Ffinsl decisions ree
garding economic disbursements are made by him. And in case of illness, mare
risges, deaths, or other events requiring expenditure, the family 1s able to
supply the needed money or resources 10 pay for these requirements. A member
of the family feels that "he is being looked after," and that his contribu-
tion "helps all" in the family.

Respect for age 1s an important ideal of the family life in India. The
family manager as stated is usually the oldest male, unless this person is
incompetent. An elderly woman, ihe mother-in-law or the wife of the eldest
son, has charge of the women's affairs in the home. Elders are greeted first,
have special places to sit, and are addressed by younger persons in respect-
ful terms.

The rural family institution has also always provided security for the
aged, the widows and the orphans., Age in the rural communities is in fact
taken as a sign of wisdom and therefore greater prestige. The older a person
becomes the more he is venerated., His physical strength diminighes but he
acquires a posii".ion in the family which is above those of the younger ones.
Age and wisdom are correlated in rural India, because the aged are bearers

of cultural tradition and experience. Along with the pundits a.nd/or
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priests, they are "the human librsries" for ready reference by the family on
matters sbout vwhich the family is ignorant or doubtful. Therefore the old are
looked upon, not as a burden, but as a "resource.” Hindu religion itself has
aseribed a very high position to the aged. The widows have had to undergo a
great deal of emotional and social hardsahlp in the traditional rural families,.
But their claim to the minimum requirements of their existence have been recog-
nized. Widows mostly continue to live in the husband's family after his death
if they have children, but the issueless widows may move to the home of their
parents or brother. In both cases it is the duty of the two families to look
after the interests of the widows. In rural: India, orphan children rarely
realize that their own parents are dead, especially if they die early. They
continue to get the same affection and care from their grandparents, aunts,
uncles and other relatives. This prevents them from developing the complexes
go noticesble in other orphans in urban areas. The Western countries have
discovered the great psychological harm vhich the lack of a natural home can
do to the aged, widows and orphans. They require not only economic security
but also social status (recognition) and emotional stability.y‘ And the rural
Joint-family in India still continues to provide them. The social security
programmes sponsored by the Government of India today in the towns have be-
come necessary mainly because of the increasing rate of disintegration of the

joint-family through industrial urbanism.>?

348, W. Burgess and H. J. Locke, The Family (2 ed.), (New York 1960),
Pp. 269-70.

35The Goverrment of India (Ministry of Information), Social Welfare in
India (New Delhi 1955), pp. 175, 205, 585.
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Generally, the Indian joint-family is the source of love, affection and
security, so vitally needed for a growing child. Adverse effects of economic
misfortunes and inadequacies of parents in relation to the growing child were
offset by the protection provided in the joint-family and the substitute rela-
tionships that were available in the family owing to the presence of grand-
parents, uncles and aunts. Normally, every child is welcome in an Indian
family, and no limit i3 put on their mmber.% In times of difficulty echildren
of even distant relations are taken under the care and protection of the family
This traditionally basie cohesion of family relationships, sometimes despite
the pressure of the new socio-economic forces, affords excellent protection
to children. It must be mentioned that these conditions are now wore true of
the rural areas than of the urban areas.

As for education of the informal type the joint-family provides it by
helping the young ones to learn by doing. Edueation in the broader sense
means the transmission of culture from generation to generation, of which for-
mal education as is given in aschools is one aspect. The c¢hild in the joint-
family bhegins to learn from his parents and other relatives by example and
precept. The daughters help their mothers and other womenfolk in looking

after the household work. The elder daughters algc take care of their baby

36Gardner Murphy, In the Minds of Men: The Study of Human Behaviour and
Social Tensions in India (New York 1952), P . 32,7 "Children are not indivi-
duals onlyb-individuals to be prized, magnified, pushed forward, warned,
threatened, rebuked, idealized, fancied in grandiose terms of future achieve-
ment. Children are the stuff of one's being. It is warmth and closeness to
them that makes life important, meaningful, and continuous. The continuity
of Indian life, without which one's own momentary existence 1s meaningless,
is conceived naturally in terms of fruitfulness, in terms of the health, wel-
fare, reproductive capacity, long life of all the individuals who issue from
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brothers and sisters thus releasing their mothers for other work. In fact,
mothers find a help-mate in their daughters. The son learns from the father
or other male members by following them around in the fields, helping them to
do their various jobs on the farm and listening to the conversations they have
with other people. It is in this way and by degrees that they learn to do the
things that will be expected of them in adulthood.

The joint-family includes so many members that affection as well as depen-
dence 1s diffused smong many members and the loss of even an important member,
such as & parent, is less eritical for the group or individual member than in
the nuclear family system which is so small at times that every member plays
an important and decisive role. The joint-family, especially in the rural
areas, provides a full complement of young and adult people at all times.

A joint family . . . 18 alweys an exciting group to live in,
All the time something of interest is happening there. Now it is
the marriasge of a girl or a bc:, now it is an initiation eeremony,
the birth of a new baby, the puberty rites of a new bride, some
particular family ritual, a fast, a feast, sometimes a death. The
great extent of the family always ensures the coming and going of
guests. The brothers of the brides come to invite them to their
mothers' houses, the daughters of the house are being brought home
for a femily feast or wedding. There i3 always bustle and expec~
tation, laughter and quarrels, discussions and plans. Life may
be complicated, sometimes full of bitterness but rarely dull, at
least from the point of view of the children.

The Joint-family is a miniature world, in some ways standing
apart, in others inextricably bound up in a never-ending ceremonial
of exchanges and gift-giving witg all the other joint-families with
vhom it has affinal connections.”(

In India the joint-family system still prevails on a considerable scale,

one's own bedy."

3TKarve, Kinship Organization in India, p. 1k.
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In rural India of the past, the joint-family and the social pattern ususally
prevalent in a simple and gelf-gufficient agricultural co-operation economy
constituted the order of the day. Communications were not well developed.
ILife was comparatively simple and usually the demands made on the individual
in the family were familiar and not unbearable. The child was born in the
family; it grew in the family and the individual lived and died in the family
without being much separated from the family and the loeal community. All
the preparations for life were made in the family and supplemented a little by
the village community. Few people left their families and villages elther
for education, employment or for other reasoms.

This pattern of Jjoint-family life has for a long time proved to be a
fairly healthy form of social life well adjusted to the rursl enviromment in
India. However, this traditional family pattern was affected by the advent
of the British rule with its impact of Western industrial economy in Bombay

and urbanization which followed in its wake.




CHAPTER II

RAPTD INDUSTRIAL-URBANIZATION IN BOMBAY

Industrial Urbanization and Social Change

Cities are not new in India and there have been relatively large cities
in India for many centuries: Port cities, like Kozhikode, known for their
commercial trade; capital cities, like Agra and Vizayanagar, which were impor-
tant primarily as administrative centres; mtactwim cities, which were
important as handicraft centres. However, tize social structure of these
ancient citlies did not have many of the characteristics of modern Indian
industrial-urban society with which we are concerned here.

Industrialization and urbanization are not identical social processes,
but their separate impacts on social and family life can hardly be distin-
guished, "Industrialization," according to Rev. Sylvester A. Sieber, 5.V.D. ,l
refers to the tranaformation of an sgrarian, household economy into a highly
mechanized economy where machines perform much of the lsbour whieh was for-
merly performed by hand; "urbanization" refers to the concentration in limited
geographical areas of large numbers of people whose livelihood comes from
industrial labour, trade and manufacturing, rather than from agricultural

labour. Modern large-scale industrialization does lead to a vast concentration

lNotes taken during the lectures of Rev. Sylvester A. Sieber, S.V.D.
in "Seminar on the Family."

30
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of people in a limited geographical area, as in the case of the city of Bombay,
and it is with this type of industriasl-urbanization that we are dealing here.

Large industrial cities have emerged msinly because they are in places
advantageously situated, places from which their influence can be extended.

It is also true that initially they gained power as they were able to exploit
lesser places, thus gaining more power and wealth, Turner postulates that
industrial cities grew because they were dynamic and were able to exeri leader-
ship over the lesser places, gathering the surpluses from the less dynamie .2
For their subsistence industrial cities had to give something in return, and
they had to be creative. Because they were preative, they attracted creative
people, and because they have always been places of work they attracted people
searching work.

Urbanization as mere physicsl conglomeration of people is one thing;
urbanization as something dynamie, ereative, an expanding influence, is some-
thing else. Out of its creatliveness, the process of urbanization continually
brings about changes in social patterns of life. In this sense industrial-
urbanization is "tradition-negating."’

The vigour of the industrial urban order might decline if people no lon-
ger moved from place to place, and if movement from one kind of work to another

were to cease. With an end to the coming in of migranta, industrial citiles

ERalph Turner, The Great Cultural Tradition (New York: 1941), Vol. II,
p. 1250.

JRels Anderson, The Urban Community, A World Perspective (New York 1959) ’
p. 1-3, 36-39, 57-67.
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would stagnate. Every child would stey in the social class of his father,
vhich would mean a lack of social mobility. Industrial cities would aequire
a primitive-like stability. But people do move increasingly, industrisl
cities do expand, industry is stimulated to great development, and people
in the competitive industrial urban life are driven to greater creativeness
and social change.

Work-oriented mobility, however, may be more socially disturbing. It
feeds a continuous stream of "strangers" into the urban work force and into
the residential areas of industrial towns and cities. These must become
adjusted to new work and new neighbours. As. they must learn to work together,
they must also learn to live together., As people move from place to place or
from job to job, they also move up or down from one social class to another .h
They face the probiem also of becoming integrated in groups, neighbourhoods
and the wider industrial urban community, or fall by the wayside and lead s
socially disorganized life.

Irdustrial-urbanization as a dynamie force in soclety, large enough to
alter the basic structure of society from agrarian to urban, entered its mes-
sive phase only after the Industrial Revolution. Historieally, industrial-
urbanization is a product of Western soeciety. The real history of industrial-
urbanization begins from 1800--and in the course of s century and a half, the
countries of Europe and America underwent the profoundest changes known in

history and emerged as new socleties. The impact of industrial England on a

ba. g, Desai, "Urbanization and Social Stratification,” Sociological
Bulletin (September 1960), 7-1h.
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country like India has initiated a process of potentially profound changes.
While there are qualities that are thought to be inherent in the very process
of industrial-urbanization, one must a2lso take note of the social matrix in

vhich this process of industrial-urbanization occurs.

Industrial-Urbanization in Indis

The mechanised large-scale modern industry made its appearance in Indis
two generations after the industrial revolution in England. The immediste
effect of the industrial revolution on India was the destruction of her small-
scale industries. But in spite of the destruction of the small-scale indus-
trial system of India, cotton mills sprang up: in Bombay and the neighbourhood
since the middle of the nineteenth century. Though the first mill (jute mill)
was started in Caleutta in 1818, the real beginning of modern industry in
India dates from 1854 when a cotton mill was established in Bombay.’ The
development of cotton mill industry in Bombay is not surprising as cotton
industry has always been and remained India's industry par excellence,

With the development of foreign trade, industrial commercial cities like
Calecutta, Bombay and Madras developed very fast. The accumulation of wealth
through the development of commerce provided capital for the growing industries
in these cities. The construction of rallways connecting the chief cities
since 1857 broke up the complete isolation of villsges for the first time in

Indian histcry,é and helped in the further growth of the cities; thus giving
‘./;:‘T_;"‘.J : \\\._

I
i

5K. K. Dewett and J. D. Varme, Indian Economice (New Delhi‘1660), p. 177.

631ir Percival Griffiths, Modern India (London 1957); p.'69. -
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an impetus to the growth of commercial capitalism. Very soon industrial capi-
talism was born.

The First World War gave Indian industry a further impetus for growth.
Ever since the beginning of this century, Indian public opinion had demanded
State protection for the industries. The initial success of the Indian-owned
cotton mill industry in Bombay and the growing spirit of nationalism made
educated Indians demand State help.7 Many of them sincerely believed that
induastrialization was the panacea for the economic ills of the country. Since
the early twentles of this century State protection was granted to some indus-
tries, a policy which produced spectacular results. During 1922-39, production
of cotton pilece-goods increased by more than double, that of steel ingots
increased eight times, and that of paper two-and-a-half times. Sugar indus-
try became self-sufficient by 1936 only after four years of protection. The
Second World War accelerated this industrial expansion and maximum utilization
of existing capacity was achieved during this period. New industries like
those producing diesel engines, pumps, bicycles, sewing machines, soda ash
and ecaustic soda were started. At the end of the war India's industrial pro-
duction was higher than ever defore. Since then indusirial production has
further risen as a result of planning under the Goverrnment of India's Five
Year Plans .8 Taking 1946 as base year the general index for industrisl pro-

duction has gone up from 100 to 161 in 1955. The rise in production has been

Tpevett and Varma, pp. 222-29.

gcé.overmnnt of India (Publications Division), India 1960 (New Delhi 1960),
PP. 296-327.
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particularly significant im cotton textiles, Jute, sugar, matches, paper,
electric lamps and sewing machines.

Urbanization is the necessary concomitant of industrial development. There
are today T3 cities which have a population of one lskh (i.e. 100,000) or more
each and 111 towns with a population varying from 50,000 to a lakh. Twentye
four of the 73 cities have each a population of 5 lakhs or more.’ The present
urbanization has been largely the result of the progress of industrialization.
It must be remembered that in spite of the pace of industrialization and urban-
ization, India is still primarily a country of villages, agriculture and cote
tage industries. As against 3,018 towns theye are 558,080 villages in the
country, with 82.7 per cent of the total population living in the villages.®

India is still predominantly a rural country and almost all of her social
patterns and cultursl traditions have rural roots. They are rural in their
origin and are most meaningful in a rural enviromment. As more and more people
move to the city the rural roots of their life get gradually severed. However,
many city folk in fact still try to hold on to thelr rural habits and values.
Against this background a new industrisleurban Indian way of life is develop-
ing in Bombay and the other industrial cities of India.

Rate of Migration to Industrial Towns in India

Economic and industrisl progress demands a continuous shift of population

9pevett and Varma, pp. 20-21.

10govermment of Indie (Planning Commission), The New India: Progress
Through Democracy (New Delhi 1958), pp. 158-56.
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veriods of boom and depression, of war and peace, of inflation and deflation,
of sbundance and scarcity. The fate of the immigrant workers has been inti-
mately connected with these changes.

The early contingents that came to Bombay were quickly absorbed in the
expanding industries. These workers, after settling down in Bombay, brought
their friends and relatives, thus increasing the labour force in the city.
Today, the cotton textile industry alone gives employment to a very large
number of men--and women--to about 40 per cent of the industrial workers in
the city.?

A significant factor that facilitates the flow of "ruralities" into the
city, besides the avallabllity of employment, is the availability of accommo-
dation. The Bombay Municipality and Govermment have bullt a number of chawls
(i.e. apartment houses) in different areas. These working-class chawls are,
however, highly congested. Ildight and air are conspicuously lacking in many
of the tenements; and water and bathroom facilities are equally insdequate.
In fact, the congestion and the filthy conditions of these chawls are a most
disgusting sight. A room of 10' X 10' sccommodates a large family, and
occasionally even two families., Quite a few of them sleep in the passages at
night. This congestion is created, firstly, by the large-scale influx of
workers and secondly by workers accommodating the newcomers coming from thelr
own villages for jobs in the city. The "ruralities" invariably show a keen
desire to help their neighbours coming to the city from their villages, even

at the cost of great personal inconvenience.

19George Rosen, Industrial Change in India (Glencoe 1958), p. 36.
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urban environment in a comparatively short period. But in the under-developed
countries, the employment opportunities in the industrial towns expand very
slowly as compared to the tempo of the rural migration, and hence only a small
section of the rural migrants are able to secure permanent employment in the

industrial towns.

TABLE I

URBAN POPULATION AS PERCENRTAGE OF TOTAL POPULATION IN OR ABOUT 1880
AND THE LATEST YEAR UP TO 1951 FOR WHICH INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE®

Country Year Percentagcb Year Percentage®
England and Wales 1880 67.9 1951 80.7
Germany 1880 29.1 1950 71.1
U.S.A. 1880 28.6 % 1950 63.7
France 1880 3h .4 1550 52.9
Sweden 1880 15.1 1950 56.3
U.S.8.R. 1897 15.0 i 1939 32.8
India 1881 9.k 1951 17.3

83elected countries. The reason for tsking 1951 as the limit i{s that
the latest census figures avalilable for India are for 1951.

bPigures given in this column are from The Determinants and Consequences
of Population Trends, United Nations, New York, 1953, p. 109.

CFigures given in this column are from Demographic Yearbook, 1952, United
Nations, New York, 1952, p. 1l.
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Due to this migration fraom rural areas, Bombay's population has rapidly
grown in the last two decades. A continuocus series of figures exist of the
population who were born outside Bombay City, because Bombay City has always
been a separate census districet. The percentage of the city population born
outside Bowbay City was 68.9 in the census of 1872, and was always higher than
TO per cent in all the subseqguent censuses, including that of 1951 when the
figure was 72,1 per cent. According to the census figures of 1951,:"l out of
the total population of 2,839,270 of the City of Bombay, 1,260,048 came from
other Districts in Bombay State; 859,495 from other states in India. This
shows the significance of the problem of migration.

These migrants, pouring into the city of Bombay from different parts of
the State, year after year, have built the City as we find it today. They
come from a rural culture and from a rural social and family background. They
come with a variety of ambitions, aapirations and expectations.

The present study contemplastes an assesgment of the industrial urban
influence on their social and family pattern. However, for a proper under-
standing of the impact of the city influences it is of importance to know thein
background and what drives them to Bombay. Their rural family background has
been studied in Chapter I. We will now investigate briefly the reasons for

migrating to Bombay and other industrial towns in India.

lgoverment of India (Publications Division) , Indian Census Report,
1951 (New Delhi 1953).
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Reasong for Migration

The general socio-economic background of the rural migrants to Bombay has
not been satisfactory. The land-holders could not make a living on their tiny
holdings, while the tenants had lost their fortune in the efforts to cultivate
without adequate capital and tenure of land. The lot of the landless labourers
and the share-croppers defied description. The condition of the artisans was
in general not so bad, but even some of them had to starve as a result of the
fall in demand for their services, particularly the weavers and oll pressers;
some of them had to sell thelr "mags" and "ghanis" (handloom and oil pressing
equipment). Since there were no other employment opportunities, moving out
of the villages to an industrial town like Bombay in search of work was the
only course of action left open to many families.

The following table (Table II) indicates that two-thirds (621) of the
total families, eontacted by Dr. M. B. Deshmukh in his study of industrial

12 were forced to migrate due to economic distress (rea-

town-ward migration,
sons 1, 2 and 3 indicated in the table); while more than one-fourth (261)

had abandoned their village homes for reasons which were differently worded
but which d1id amount to nothing but economic suffering (ressons 4 to 7). Out
of the total 959 families only 77 families (about 8 per cent) had migrated due
to what may be terned as non-economic reasons like family disputes, desire

for town life, health, urge for sight-seeing, etec.

12y, B. Deshmukh, "A Study of Floating Migration," Social Implications
of %dustrialization and Urbanization, UNESCO Research Centre (Calcutta 1956)
p. 161,




TABLE II

REASONS FOR MIGRATION

ko

No. of Familles

Reasons Ro. Per Cent
1. Economic distress due to crop failure and
scarcity conditions Lig 3.7
2. Loss in share-cropping and an intention to avoid
consequent payment to the landowner in the form
of service on mere subsistence 154 16.0
3. Failure of cultivation on small un-economic
holdings 48 5.0
' 621 64.7
k. Due to hopes raised by friends and relatives
regarding high vages 169 17.6
. Inadequate opportunities at home (artisans and
craftsmen) 38 3.9
6. Desire to avoild money lenders 29 3.0
7. Plan to earn more and save for purchasing land,
bullecks, agricultural implements etec. 25 2.6
261 27.1
8. Family disputes 27 3.0
G, Desire for town life 19 2.0
10. Poor health 12 1.2
11. Urge for sight-seeing 10 1.0
12. PFor begging and other reasons 9 1.0
17 8.2
TOTAL 959 100.0
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As already stated, the proverbial poverty of the Indian villages which
is due to a complex variety of causes, has been a major force driving people
on a large scale towards the city. Rapid growth of population in rural India,
the profitless nature of agricultural methods of production, inability to
utilize (and sometimes prejudice against the use of ) modern methods of culti-
vation, unemployment and underemployment of the rising youth, lack of incen-
tives for progress, and centuries of foreign domination are some of the major
causes of poverty in villages. In these eircumstances, the prospects of
steady income by vay of wages, however small, was more than a sufficient in-
centive to drive the villagers to the eity of Bombsy.

There are also other socio-economic reasons for this city-ward migration
to Bombay. Lack of facilities in the villages for proper and higher education
of the youth 18 an important factor which has also partly caused the city-ward
migration. There are much better educational facilities in Bombay than in the
rural areas, and better educational facilities are frequently sought in order
to get better Jobs.

Then again, some, especially the youth, might have migrated in search of
greater psychological satisfaction in the urban enviromment. The eity is a
place of rapid changes, of imnovations, of fashions, of thrills. It opens to
them opportunities for fulfilling their ambitions and aspirations, opportun-
ities which are not avallable in the small villsges. Besides soclio-economic
considerations, Bombay particularly has other attractions which no other city
in India possesses. Bombay as an important commercial, financial and indus-
trial centre in the country, offers many opportunities of employment to people

in search of work and vages. Besides it has many civic and other attractions
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vhich no other city in India possesses.

Further, the city provides an escape for a certain class of people who
have become soclally undesirable in the villages. For one thing, it offers an
anonymity to those vho desire an escape from the social stigma which might have
been attached to them in the village owing to their low caste or their anti-
social behaviour; or a young man who is considered good-for-nothing, a wastrel,
in the village, may run away to the city where everybody has a place. Fanci-
ful and exaggerated stories of city life and its mysteries and attractions
vhich gain currency in the village are a strong stimulus, besides education
and employment, driving the village youth to:the city.

In this conmnection it may be observed that the age composition of the
rural migrants as revealed in an investigation in Worli (i.e., a section of
industrial workers in Bombay) lends support to the contention that it is the
combined force of these various causes that compel the villagers to the city.u
An overvhelming majority of those who migrate to Bombay belong to the age
group 1k to 30 years, which shows that, while soecio-economic factors are there,
there must also be operating other strong social and emotional forces impelling
the village folk to go city-wards.

It may be that these young people do not fipd 1t as difficult to adjust
themselves to the urban conditions as the clder ones do. In fact, it may even

be that several of these young people may be enthusiastic and even over-anxious

15UNESCO, Research Centre on Social Implications of Industrialization in
Southern Asia, Caleutta. The Social Implications of Industrialization and
Urbanization. (Calcutta 1958), p. 58.




k3
to take on the city modes of behaviour, which, in their view, are an index of
"progress." Further, migration to the city requires an abundance of energy,
considerable adaptability and capacity to compete in the economic and social
life of the new enviromments. That is why older adults cannot afford to aban-
don the protection of their rural homes and throw themselves into the vortex

of urban conditions.

The Migrating Worker

The industrial worker in Bombay generally comes from s close, familiar,
well-knit environment of a village. Borm and bred amidst the affections of
his parents, brothers and sisters, and in fa;t the whole small village, the
industrial worker coming to the city for the first time suddenly gets lost in
the tempo of the city life with its asccompanying trait of individualism and
impersonal ways. He feels cut off for the greater part of his existence from
the family, which to him was affectionate and protective,

The migrating industrial worker may come to Bombay alone or with a few
close relations or friends. Whatever the case may dbe, landing in the indus-
trial town, he becomes conscious of the strange urban milieu. As he gradually
attempts to settle down, he comes to understand the “"institutionalization" of
various functions in the city, and that each of these has a price. For educa-
tion, his child must go to school. He must pay the landlord the house rent.
He must go to the market for some of his reguirements. For recreation he must
go to the cinema, the theatre or the dramatic club. He gradually comes to

know a number of conventions, customs and modes very much different from those

he was familiar with in hie village. This demands a great amount of abllity




to adjust on the part of the industrial worker.

The first adjustment a worker 1s called upon to make is in respect of
living with and among strange people and noisy surroundings. Migrants usually
come alone; and even if they come in groups, they usually do not have any
female member; so, to start with, the worker does not form a family unit.

Dr. P. N. Prabhul® remarks that each one of nearly four-£ifths (79%) of
the Bombay migrants in the group he interviewed came to the city alone, while
one-fifth (20%) were brought by close relatives like father, mother, brother,
hugband and others, and less than 1% by friends and other relatives. Thus,

& very large majority of the migrants came td the city alone. They stayed in
Bombay with their friends and relatives for a pretty long time. This period

of stay with relatives and friends depends upon a mmber of factors, includ-

ing lack of employment and inability to secure suitable accomodation.

Forty-four per cent of ocur respondents stayed with relatives other than
father, mother and brother on their arrival in the city; 16% stayed with
village neighbours; 4% made their own arrangements; and only 36.12% stayed
with father, mother and brother. It can be inferred, therefore, that nearly
two-thirds (64%) of the respondents came and stayed with friends and relatives
other than parents, on whom they apparently did not have much claim for assis-
tance.

When asked to mention the relstives whom they had brought to this city,

ikp, N, Prabhu, "A Study of the Social Effects of Urbanization on Indus-
trial Workers Migrating from Rural Areas to the City of Bombay," Social
Implications of Industrialization and Urbanization, UNESCO Research Centre,
Calcutta 1956), p. 4¥9.
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523 reapondents gave their answers. Twenty-three per cemt did not bring any-
body even after employment; L% brought wife and children; a little less than
k% brought the whole femily; 13% brought father, mother, brother, and sister.
Eighteen per cent of them married after coming to the city and brought their
vives to Bombay,

When asked about the relations that the respondents had not been able to
bring to the city, about 6% stated that they could not bring anybody. Twelve
per cent could not bring wife and children; about 9% could not bring father
and/or mother; 6% could not bring brother and/or sister. HNearly half of the
respondents (51.06%) expressed their inability to bring their family members
1o Bombay to live with them. When asked the causes of their inabllity to
bring family members to the city, the majority listed reasons like lack of
Jobs for those who would be drought to the city and lack of accommodation,
need t0 lock after the village home specially if he is the eldest or adult
male, ete.

That the migrants into the city are mostly male snd lonely, aometimes
married men separated from their families or men who caunnot afford to bring a
wife to the city because of lack of accommodation or lack of a job, is basic
to the observation that there ig a great deal of social disorganization in
Bombay .

Tha mressure of socio-economic difficulties has discouraged many a
migrant from bringing his family to Bowbay. Sometimes, the first impact of
migrancy on family life has been the unwillingness on the part of the migrant
earners to support all the dependents. The hazards of migratory life make

the young earners very individualistic and selfish., The family solidarity
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decreases not only between parents and grown up sons, and between brothers and
gisters, but between husbands and wives as well. A further blow to the stabi-
lity of family life 1s dealt by immorsl practices like traffic in women and
prostitution., The degree of prostitution may itself be taken as a rather
reliable index of family disorganization.

The straining of the relationships between husbands and wives, earning
father and dependent children, parents and earning sons, 1is only one symptom
of the break-down of the family system in Bombay. There are many other symp-
toms as well, The gemneral behaviour of the migrants indicates that the old
order is cracking. ?

In these migrant colonies, one could hardly see any trace of
reverence for elders and there was a general atmosphere of rebel-
lion ageinst the parental authority. Most of the sons talked in
undignified terms about their parents while references to husbands
by wives (or vice versa) were also not very charitable. Parents
did not show much concern for their offspring nor were the glightly
grown up children proud of belonging to their parents. The absence
of social belonging, the pressure of poverty and the evil effects
of the urban environment made most of the migrants mean, selfish,
and immoral; the family bonds, regarded to be so sacred in the vile
lages, were of absolutely no importance to them. Unwillingness to
support the dependents, adultery, bigamy, divorce without the con-
sent of the other party and open prostitution were only a few of
the problems encountered by the migrant femilies.t

Migration and Social Disorganization

Students of urban sociology in Indis consider Bombay and other large
industrial cities like Calcutta as over urbanized. Industrial cities of India
have grown, not only as a result of increasing economic activity. The impov-

erished countryside constitutes the main push factor in migration to the city.

15Deshmukh, p. 219.
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A city of this type camnot provide even minimm conditions of civilized exis-
tence: e.g., housing and employment to all its immigrants is just bcyqnﬂ its
means. Although Davis looks upon over-urbanization as a possidle stimulus to
further economic growth, he also remarks that "over-urbanization . . . is well
calculated to provoke the maximum digcontent in the population, Faced with
idle, impoverished and rootless urban masses, the govermment is forced to take
drastic action or allow itself to be replaced by a new revolutionary uwy."m
Whether the last happens or not, a situstion like this is ideal breeding ground
for all that is known as "urban pathology."l7

However, the key social problem of Bombay is that its growth did not take
place around a well organiged, socially and physically settled, strong nucleus,
which already had a long history behind it as an important urban centre., As
Qtuted earlier, since 1870 never less than 70 per cent of the population of
Bombay city appeared to have been dorn outside the city at every census since
that yur.ls That means that it is always a minority vhich feels "at home"
in that city, the majority are "strangers.”

The kind of reception which the city gives to these unfortunate, job-
needy migrants from the rural areas has varied with varying occasions. Bombay,
like all other important industrial cities, has been extremely sensitive to

mnusnlay Davis, The Population of India and Pakistan (Princeton 1951),
p. 213,

17p. Warain, "Urbanization and Some Social Problems," Sociological Bulle-
tin, IX (Septembder 1960), p. 3.

18govermment of India (Publications Division), Indian Census Report, 1551
(New Delhi 1953). -
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periods of boom and depression, of war and peace, of inflation and deflation,
of sbundance and scarcity. The fate of the immigrant workers has been inti-
mately connected with thege changes.

The early contingents that came to Bombay were quickly absorbed in the
expanding industries. These workers, after settling down in Bombay, brought
their friends and relatives, thus increasing the labour force in the city.
Today, the cotton textile industry alone gives employment to a very large
number of men--and women--to about 40 per cent of the industrial workers in
the city.19

A significant factor that facilitates the flow of "ruralites" into the
city, besides the avallability of employment, is the availability of accommo-
dation. The Bombay Municipality and Govermment have built a number of chawvls
in different industrial areas. These working-clasg chawls are however highly
congested. Light and air are consplcuously lacking in many of the tenements;
and water and bathroom facilities are equally inadequate. In fact, the con-
gestion and the filthy conditions of these chawls are a most disgusting sight.
A room of 10' X 10' accommodates a large family, and occasionally even two
families. Quite a few of them gleep in the pessages at night. This conges-
tion is created, firstly, by tha large-scale influx of workers and secondly
by workers accommodating the newcomers coming from their own villages for jobs
in the city. The "ruralites” invariably show a keen desire to help their

neighbours coming to the city from their villages, even at the cost of great

persconal inconvenience.

1SGeorge Rosen, Industrisl Change in India (Glencoe 1958), p. 36.
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The housing conditions and the overcrowding in buildings in many parts of
Bombay, Calcutta and other industrial towns present the most shocking spectacle .
The findings of the Indian Industrial Commission of 1917 or of the Royal Com~
mission on Labour of 1531, or the more recent report of the Health Survey and
Development Committee (1946), all point out the tremendous overcrowding in the
labourers' quarters in Bombay, Calcutta and similar industrial centres. That
the situation had not changed very much in 30 years may be seen from the fol-
lowing quotation from the 1646 report:

The £ilth and squalor which we saw in the "ahatag" of Cawn-

pore or the "bustees" of Calcutta are indescribable. A dark,

dingy room built in such a manner that neither light nor air can

enter 1t and with as many as eight or ten persons sometimes liv-

ing in it, represents the type of living accommodation uhigs WOrs

kers have to accept in these congested industrial centres.

Ten years later, housing was and still is the key problam of social wel-
fare in India's industrial centres, specially Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Jams-
hedpur, etc.2l

But there are many other social problems of health, hygiene, recreation;
of social disorganization because of disrupted family life; of lack of social
control vhich bewilders particularly the former villager who used to live under
the immediate control of the joint-family and the village; of different work-
ing discipline; of "loneliness."

However, the most disturbing feature in Bombay's city life, as in the

other large industrial cities of India, is the glaring difference between the

20gea1th Survey and Development Committee, Goverrment of Indias, Vol. I,
(1946), pp. 80-81.

2l1pid., pp. 16-17.
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rich and the poor. The general low level of wages reflscts the abundance of
labour. Rural unemployment always provides new masses of prospective city
wvorkers. Where in Western countries the ratio of income of a professional and
an industrial worker may be 3 or b to 1, it is 15 or 20 to 1 in Indis, or even
higher. The "democratization of the social structure” in the West was only
possible because of two main factors which are both largely absent in India,
namely a high productivity per worker and well organized, strong trade unions .22
The low productivity of the workers in Bombay is partly caused by poor equip-
ment and outdated machinery, but partly also by the lack of training and by
deficient industrial organization. The trade; union movemant in Bombay has
grown much stronger in the last few decades, but has no backbone in the form
of substantial funds saved by the members to see them through & long strike.
Trade unions still are, in many cases, organizations to start a strike, less
often strong enocugh to maintain it and very seldom able to interest the wor-

kers in periods of industrial pas.ca.23

The Industrial Migrant--A "Marginal Man"

From the UNESCO Report on the “Social Implications of Industrialization

and Urbanization, n2l it may be concluded that the migration of 11 to 13 per

22gugene V. Schneider, Industrial Sociology (New York 1957), pp. 271-99.

23A. J. Fouseca, Wage Determination and Organized Labour in India (Poona
1961), pp. 31-32; A. S. Mathur end J. S. Mathur, Trade Union Movement in India
(Allahabad 1957), p. 250.

656 2"“UXG'ESCSO, "The Social Implications of Industrislization and Urbanization,"
l 2
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cent families may be regarded as economically successful;2’ the migration of
about 9 to 10 per cent may be regarded as & complete failure ;26 while the
migration of about 77 per cent families might be termed as "narginal."27
It can be regarded neither as a positive success nor as a total failure.

Both economically as well as socially this vast majority of the migrants

had suffered the most. The descriptions of the worst economic distress and

25The investigation in eight towns in India showed that 126 out of 959
families (about 13 per cent) were willing to stay in the industrial towns
with the employment that they had secured at the time the UNESCO survey was
carried out. It can, therefore, be estimated that about 11 to 13 per cent of
the migrant families could mske a living in the industrisl town and were eco-
nomically settled. It must, however, be kept in mind that Just because these
migrant families had secured employment and were regarded as settled economi-
cally, it cannot be sald that they had also successfully adjusted themselves
to the socigl and eultural enviromment of the industrial town of residence.

26'l‘he migration of these § to 10 per cent families was a complete failure.
Not only was it not poseible for them to make a living in the towns, but as a
result of the prolonged urban contact their interest in and abllity for agri-
cultural work had also diminished considerably. Agricultural employers do not
prefer to hire the labourers who have moved to the town and have returned to
the village as a last resort. On the other hand, the labourer who returns
from the town remains aloof from the social life of the village he does not
1like the village atmosphere and agricultural employment and partly because he
has developed a feeling of shame due to the consciousness of his own inability
to get along well in the town. These could be termed "marginal" in the vil-

lages.

2TThe UNESCO Report states that the net impaot of the cityward movement
on about three-fourths of the migrant families was the creation of "indecision"
in the minds of these migrants. Not only was their migration unsucceasful
economically but it also resulted in personal and social disorganization.
These could be termed "marginal" in the industrial towns--and this section
deals with the "marginal man" in the industrial towns.
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utter personal and social disintergration apply mainly to these families.
Hence the typical migrant as described in this UNESCO report is a "mare

ginal man, n28

in vhom the conflict of rural and urban culture traits is very
active and who is consequently the most obvious sufferer from the cultural
shoek, He 18 not quite willing or capable to bresk with his rural past nor

is he quite accepted in the strange and indifferent urban enviromment in which
he 18 now trying to seek a footing.

There are three stages in the development of the industrial migrant as a
"marginal man":

(a) At the very first stage when the migrant initially comes into the
urban environment, he is comparatively ignorant of the characteristies of
town life as well as his new low status. As long as he is not directly faced
with competition in economic life and the indifference or hostility in social
life he moves about in the industrial town like a rustic villager with his
former rural values and attitudes.

(b) But at the second stage he is painfully aware of the difference be-
tween his own ways and the ways of the town people. He then tries to adspt
himself to the new urban situation. This is almost a stage of crisis for
each migrant. He is perplexed about everything in the industrial town.

(c¢) But in the final stage he either picks up new skills and new ways

and gsettles down in the town, or decides to go back to the village of origin

Bpor o detailed discussion of the concept of "marginal man" please see:
(1) Robert E. Park, "Human Migration and Marginal Man," American Journal of
Sociology, Vol. 33 (May 1928), pp. 881-93, and (2) Everett V. Stonequist,
The Marginal Man (New York 1937).
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and thus overcomes his marginal category. In the majority of cases, however,
he remains completely indecisive and relegates himself permanently to a mare

ginal status which further intensifies his personal and social disorganization.

The Industrial Migrant--And His Rural Image

Recent urban research2? in India has revealed that even though migration
to urban centres and factory towns reduce to gsome extent the voltage of rural
life, yet seldom has there been a complete breaking away from the rural image
or denisl of rural ties. The factory worker vho migrates, by the pull-push
factors characteristic of the industrial towns of India, preserves a longing
and lingering hope of return to his village-;and he does 80 however tempting
and alluring the conditions of urban living and the amenities it provides.

Not only are many of the migrating industrial workers relative strangers
to the city, but quite a number of them are also sojourners. These sojourners,
some of whom do stay in the city in spite of their original intention, tend to
form a rather large transitory population of casusl labourers who return home
to their villages as soon as they have earned the cash they came to get or
vho may return home because of unemployment caused by seasonal declines in the
urban labour market. Or they way return home £o fulfil certain social and
religious cbligations. They then may remain in their villages until economie
need again drives them to the city, sometimes to remain there but usually with

the dream of returning to dwell in the village again some dsy at least in the

2%, N. Majumdar, Social Contours of an Industrial City (Kanpur) (Bombay
1960); N. V. Sovani, Social Survey of Kolhapur City (Poona 1952).
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retirement of old age. These casual labourers create a major problem for
modern industrielization in Bombay because the turnover of many factory opera-
tors is so rapid that they remain too short a time to be trained to the level
of skill that is increasingly required in modern industry.

A village in India i3 a concepte-a way of life--znd as such

the villagers find it difficult to adjust themselves to the city.

On the other hand the urban population is reluctant to scatter

towards the villages, which even today do not offer minimum com-

forts and amenities of life, or the full needs of the urban people.

Even workers long associated with factory life and its environment

respond readily to the call of the village and migrate periodically

to the villages, even during their working life, and permanently

when they retire or when their services are terminated. One of

the greatest soclological lacuna in India. has been this dichotomy

of attitudes and values.0

The word "village" in India has a certain halo around it for all those
vho come from villages and have still connections with it. The response to
any question wherein their village is mentioned is well saturated with their
emotions and sentiments. People have emotionsl sttachments to their birth
places, which is further strengthened by mythological stories and cultural
forces, and culminates into a kind of village patriotism. Studied in the
totality of the situation, we find that the responses eulogising everything
rural is more a sentimental feeling than a result of the inconveniences and
difficulties met with in the city. However, it would be unfalr to completely
ignore the limited accommodation, terrific congestion, dirt and squalor in
vhich these workers live in Bombay, Family bappiness or marital happiness is

difficult to imagine in such environment. While the city provides employment

5°Ma3umdar, p. X,




55
and income to these workers, it seems to take away from them the other essen-
tials of a happy home.

Generally the industrial migrants in Bombay are all praise for village
life. Associations with the land and the village-home are very strong. In
spite of the fact that the land is unable to support them they have deep attachd
ment to it. Even the Mahars, Chambhars, Kumbhars and other lower caste people,
who may have been mal-treated in their villages, who were dubbed as "untouch-
ables," who did not have the privileges of using the same wells as those used
by high caste Hindus, who may have been looked upon as inferiors in their vil-
lages, still hold a strong attachment for the: small pleces of land or the
roofs they may be having in the village. Perhaps the treatment by the caste
Hindus at home (in the village) is taken as a matter of course, perhaps their
distance from home has aroused feelings for the village and its people in
whieh all the bitter memories are submerged, perhaps preference for village
life is motivated by a desire to escape from the nolse and the speed and the
routine and the drudgery of work in a factory. Or, perhaps they find that
even here in the city their privations, humility and struggle have not ended,
but have taken on many new and complex aspects, and have become harder to
endure too. These migrants, underprivileged in their original home villages,
remain underprivileged in the city. In the village, they were underprivileged,
but perhaps that was in accordance with the simple and traditionally accepted
social pattern and did not meke itself felt. It was asccepted by them. Only
they were not aware how far they were underprivileged. In the eity, they
remain on the lowest rung of the economic and social ladder. "Democratisation"

equality of opportunity for all, equal rights and privileges and such other
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avowals guaranteed in the Constitution of India is all airy and vague talk so
far as these people are concerned. All this also probebly contributes to
their yearning, when they are in a reflective mood, for the peace of the vil-
lage.

Art and culture do flourish in the city; but these workers have neither
the money nor the leisure to engage themselves in the enjoyment of these pur-
suits. They come from mud cottages in the villages which may be bad enough,
but in the city they have sometimes to live in hovels and chawls which are
very much worse. The enviromment, the surroundings, the conditions in which
the worker is sometimes forced to stay in the\city of Bombay camnot but lead
to fatalism and morbidity. It should be gene;ally sald, in the ultimate analy-
sis, that the present city life does not much affect or have a significant
impact on the very poor industrial workers. The many cultural activities in
the city are monopolized largely by the rich and to a lesser extent by the
middle classes. It is on rare occasions that poor industrial workers find time
to go to art galleries, theatres, auditoriums, or display their own artistiec
talents. For most of these enjoyments cost money and require leisure.

S0 long as this state of affairs continues, workers will always find
fault with city life and would not develop roots in an urban milieu. The wor-
kers get their dally meals, perhaps a little more food at meals than they had
in the village, and even may save for a rainy day, but they do not establish
emotional attachment to the eity and its people. This sufficiently accounts
for the discontentment and dissatisfaction of these poor industrial migrants
with the city life.

It is generally asserted that the roots of Bombay's industrial labour
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lie in villages, and many of the industrial problems like heavy turnover,
abseentism, etc. are attributed to this fact. The industrial worker in Bombay
keeps close contact with the village. The UNESCO Research states that Tl per
cent of those interviewed replied that they send their families to their vil-
lages onece a year or :mrt-'..}:L

If the number of visits of the family menbers to the native village is

an indication of the intensity or degree of contact with the village home, this
phenomenon is of no mean importance. This mobility between two types of cule
tures, between two societies with wide differences 1s of great importance to

a social sclentist. It implies the transmission of values, outlooks, ways of
behaviour, and other cultural aspects; and in the contact, urban culture
usually gets the upper lm.m:’!..""2 New ideas, ideologies, modes of behaviour
learnt in the city, are carried to the village. This 1s an important means of

carrying urban culture to the rural areas.

3lThe UNESCO Research Report states that several migrants make their
visita to the village for long periods and return. Nearly half (47%) of those
interviewed visited their villages once a year for long periods, 18% twice a
year, and sbout 6% three times or more. UNESCO, The Social Implicatioms of
Industrialization and Urbanization, p. 81.

52ghyama Dube, India's Changing Villages (London 1958), p. 27.




CHAPTER III

THE SOCTAL IMPACT OF BOMBAY'S INDUSTRIALIZATION AND

- URBANIZATION ON MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE

Positive Effects of IndustrialeUrbanization in Bombay

The negative effects of industrialization and urbanization briefly
enumerated in the previous chapter are not such that they cannot be remedied
or prevented considerably. In any case the ?reative tendencies inherent in
industrialization are such valuable requireménts of civilization that a check
to the progress of industrialization and a return to the village can be sulci-
dal. Improvement in the material standard of living, the freedom from the
fetters of superstition and corrupt social institutions, and the widespread
acceptance of the values of "liberslism" are benefits of industrial-urbaniza-
tion that cannot be ignored. The evil effects of industrialization must and
can be overcome by conscious planning at various levels, governmental and
otherwise.l

Industrialization and urbanization have been in many ways a great bles-
sing to Bombay. Industrialization has made cheap and large-scale production

of consumer goods possible and thus has provided a higher standard of 11v1ng.2

lw. B. Chinn, "The Family in Areas of Rapid Urbanization," Qverseas Quar-
terly (September 1960), pp. T75-T7.

2p, §. Prabhu, "Social Effects of Urbanization on Industrial Workers in
Bombay," Sociological Bulletin, VI (Marech 1557), p. 1k.
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Comforts of life like more and cheaper clothing, better housing facilities,
transportation and cammunication have been made available to many. Today the
townsman consumes much more and varied goods than before industrialization set
in. Better and easier economic life has produced material satisfactions which
"cannot be separated from general happiness in 1ife.")

Industrial city life affords to people irrespective of their joint-family
and caste affiliations new openinge and opportunities of work. The importance
given to individual gkill and hard work in the city opens up new possibilities
which cut across caste and joint-family bsarriers .“ Even a low caste peraon
may £ind himself working side by side with a.person of a higher caste and
rising in status in the city becsuse of the skill he can show in his place of
work. Urban society does not accord to a man social prestige solely on the

basis of what his father was, as in the villasge, but also and mainly on the

basis of what he is and can do. This awakens in the people a new sense of
individuality and also of equality;s it comes into conflict with the tradi-
tional authoriterien Hindu social organization, and the attitudes which sus-

tain 1t .6

3R. D. Lambert, "Factory Workers and Non-Factory Workers in Poona,"
Journal of Asian Studies, XVIII (November 1958), 21.

by, . Das , "Method and Approach in a Survey on the Impact of Factory-
Employment on the Life of the Workers," Sociological Bulletin, IX (March 1960),

5R. D. Choudhury, "Joint Family System--Its Present and Future," Economic
Weekly, IX (September 1957), 1233-3k.

6prabhu, Hindu Social Organization, p. 212.
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One of the main consequences of industrial urbanization in Bombay has been
the gradual emergence of a "class" society, that is, a society based largely
on money income. The village communities are primarily "status" societies,
in vhich each individual is assigned a place according to his rank in the
Joint-family and the caste hierarchy.7 This manner of social stratification
greatly prevents social nobi].ttya and lends little support to the motive for
individual profit and competition for socio-economic gains.9 On the other
hand, with the evolving class structure in Bombay soclal prestige is becoming
mainly linked with personal economic acquisitions. Due to industrialization,
wealth is becoming an independent social valuwe, thus weakening birth as the
determinant of status. No doubt the “new rich" may have to struggle for a
time to establish his status. But the present trends are indicative of new
social values that are emerging.

Status 1s coming to be more and more defined in terms of the new

forms of mobile wealth; and both custom and tradition are losing

their hold as the criteria of prestige and power. The caste and

Joint-family demarcations tend to get blurred and gradually be-

come secondary in importance. Competition in the economic field

is the characteristically urban means of improving one's own

soclial status .10

Perhaps much more important than the purely economic benefits are the

TA. P. Barnsbas, "Patterns of the Rural Family," Bulletin, IV (September
1957), 16.

8g. 3. Ghurye, "Sociology of Inmovation and Mobility," Sociological
Bulletin, X (Mareh 1961), 25,

9Ibido, p' 26-

10p, p. Devanandan and M. M. Thomas, Community Development in India's
Industrial Urban Areas (Bangalore 1958), p. G3.
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ideological and social benefits that industrializetion has brought in its
train. A spirit of individualism and freedom is fostered by industrializa-

11

tion and urbanization. With the migration of village population into the

growing urban centre of Bombay in search of work, the hold of the joint-family
and the rigidity of caste have become less powerful, if not broken down.12
This growth of individusl freedom has helped in the growing realization of

the dignity of human personality. The general technological development and
the use of the machines help workers to realize that man can control and tame
nature. A "new humanism" based on the understanding of the human potentia-
lities has grown up in the minds of the urban people. Villages are the cita-
del of superstitious beliefs and prac*t;ices.l3 In the urban centre, people
are less subject to them and a questioning and scientific attitude of mind
develops among the urban people.

The fundamental change which has an overall influence upon the life of
the urban dweller is in the realm of the traditional attitude that the village
dweller had towards the group, whether it be the joint-family, the caste or
the village community. The age-old caste stratification and the joint-family

system have given rise to a "collectivistic attitude" which is manifested in

1lchoudbury, p. 1234.

12y4111ams Stephens Taylor, "Behaviour Disorders and the Breakdown of
the Orthodox Hindu Family System," Indian Journal of Social Work, IV (Septem-

ber 1943), 169-70.

135, ». Bulsara, "Soclal Impact of Community Development and Other Pro-
Jects on Rural Life," Sociological Bulletin, VII (September 1958), 81-82.
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the various aspects of Indian rural cultural life.lh A villager when he moves
into the industrial-urban ares of Bombay acquires thié sense of personsl free-
dom and does not feel hedged in by the "authoritarian" mores and customs of

the joint-family, the caste and the village-community.

Western Impact on Bombay's Industrial-Urbanization

Bombay became industrially urbanized with the advent of the British, and
"a transformation of the cultursl pé,ttern became inevitable by virtue of the
new economic organization, ideoclogy and administrative system the British
brought with them. Capitalism in the economic field, liberalism in the ideo-
logical domain, and the principle of equa.lita; in the social and political sys-
tems became the order of the day."'” ILiberalism attacked all privileges and
disabilities based on birth. For it is ‘1n its challenge to authority that
this democratic sentiment of liberalism finds expression. The individual is
expected to accept a principle not because authority accepted it, but because
its inherent validity requires the free consent of others. Rationalism is
the gecond principlie of liberalism, Institutions and traditions are valid
only when they are acceptable to Reason. There 1s nothing sacrosanct about

them and they can be repudiated and discarded when they fail to stand the test

1bx, M. Kepedia, "Rural Family Patterns: A Study in Urban-Rural Rela-
tions," Sociological Bulletin, V (September 1956), 111-12.

15Ben Schlesinger, "The Changing Patterns of the Hindu Joint Family in
India," Marrisge and Family Living, XXIII (May 1961), 170.
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of Reason. The Western rationalistic traditions which had gained great pres-
tige because of the developments of modern science and industrial technology,
have an appeal to the Indian educated classes, In the social reform movements
that have followed, we notice the effects of their impacts on the jointefamily
and the caste structure. The conventions and forms of the jJoint family and
the rigid inequities of the caste aystem could not be reconciled with the in-
dividualistic and equalitarian trends of liberal thought with which the newly

educated middle classes were imbued in the induatrial town of Bombay.lé

The Influence of Western Ideas in Bombal

Ay

Since industrialization came to Bombay from the West, its urbanization
was greatly influenced by ideas from the West. The acceptance of a body of
Western ideas implied the acceptance of new values from the West or the re-
ordering of values historically found in Indian culture, or both. Sometimes
these ideas applied specifically to the pattern of marriage, such as the dise
approval of customs like "sati"l7 ang "p\,tz'v:m.h"l8 and child-marriage and con-
cern for the disabilities of widows. More often, however, they carried im-
plications for all interpersonal relationships, and their impact on the
relationship of marrjage and other relationships in the family was more in-

direct.

16y, M. Kapadia, "Views and Attitudes of University Graduates in the
Hindu Community on Marrisge and Family Relationships," Sociological Bulletin,
IIT (March 195“), 30.

17gat1, 1.e. "widow-sacrifice on the husband's funeral pyre.

18mrdah, i.e. "a veil, covering a woman's face"; a symbol of modesty
(and sometimes of inferiority to man).




6l

These new Western ideas were and are passed on in many ways through many
different kinds of cultural contacts. Perhaps the widest channel through
which new ideas were passed on was the British-shaped educational system in
Bombay. Popular literature, the radio and cinema have also been major avenues
for the transmission of new ideas in chba.y.lg Through these modes of trang-
mission, new ideas are widely and guickly spread.

Initial acceptance of new ideas as bases for social action is never sud-
den or vhole-hearted, Very often they are accepted slowly and with many
reservations. It is only in due course that they influence patterns of socisl
behaviour. In more than one even highly urb;mized family in Bombay, the older
generation preserve the old pattern of life with very little change, but,
because they accept the new ideas, the pattern of life of the younger genera-
tion is changing rapidly. "Family patterns have been changing. But it must
be admitted that often the family was and continues to be the socially conser-
vative inner sanctum which ylelds last to new ideaa."EO

What has most directly influenced changes in famlly patterns is a whole-
some respect for the maximum development of every individual person. This
implies freedom and opportunity for the individual. This is particularly

necegsary vwhere it is most lacking, and implies a new understanding of the

19%cel P. Gist, "Mate Selection and Mass Communication in India,” Public
Opinion Quarterly, XVII (Winter 1953), 481.

20M, M. Thomas and P. D. Devanandan, The Emerging Pattern of Family in
India (Bangalore 1960), p. LS.
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nature and role of women and children in the family pattern.2) Beyond this it
strikes at the authoritarian structure of the joint family and the fixed hier-
archical ordering of castes (which has formed a firm background for traditio-
nal family patterns in rural India). Connected with this is a changed evalua-

22 With the gra-

tion of marital relations and the concept of "romantic love."
dual acceptance of these ideas in Bombay and other and other urban areas in
India, certain sspects of the traditional types of marriage and family patterns

in India are becoming incompatible.

Employment of Women Outside the Home

LY

During the early twentieth century, it Qas considered derogatory for a
woman to take to extra-domestic work as a means of earning a living. Even in
the nineteen twenties a controversy was raging over the question whether women
should take to extra~-domestic occupations at all. But in the nineteen thir-
ties, under the pressure of economic necessity, the contempt for working women
rampant among certain sections, specially the orthodox sections of Hindu
society, steadily began to diminish. A change in the former attitude occured
in Bombay especially during the second World War when even the middle classes
were economically hit hard. The present situation in Bombay is such that,
because of the rising cost of living, even women are compelled to take up
Jobs outside the home.

Work outside the home brings to the Indian woman the opportunlty of

2lpetn C. Kennedy, "Rural-Urban Contrasts in Parent-Child Relations in
India," Indian Journal of Social Work, XV (December 1954), 162.

22G1st, "Mate Selection,” p. 4ok-G5.
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widening her outlock and developing her social personality, Prior to her par-
ticipation in outdoor work, a woman in India lived the limited life of a
"domestic servant" and "child-bearer" to her husband. She mixed with the
members of her family, a few kinsmen and neighbours. But when she has a job
in the factory or in the office, she associates with strangers, with persons
belonging to different communities. This deepens her socisl consciousness.

From the standpoint of soclal progress, women's participation in outside
work implies that the latent soclal and creative energies of women are not
only given full scope but are also made socially useful. PFurther, by making
woman economically independent it creates the firm economic foundation for
the exercise of her social freedom.

The observations made by Dr. Rajnikant Das in 1937 with respect to the
economic, political and social implications of the economic independence of
women still hold true. He says:

Independent living often saves them from the tyranny of social
custom, which closely regulates every step of their lives. What is

of more importance is, that, industrial centres offer larger social

contact, more new ideas and greater educational facilities, which

are themselves o great stimulus to the growth of their individuality

.« « +» the class struggle common in all modern industries awakened

class consciousness and class solidarity even among women and led

them to take important part in industrial disputes and make common

cause in all affairs of class interests. This growing power for

concerted actlion has special significance in the struggle for

women's civic rights and duties in industrial centres wvhere most

of them live.2d

Mrs. Hate's sociological study in 1946 of a group of working women in

Bombay has revealed this trend. The study made the following analysis:

25Quoted in UNESCO, Women and Education in South Asia, pp. 96-97.
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Out of 152 employed women, 67% were forced to resort to employment
due to adverse financial circumstances;
54 chose service because they liked it;

5% because they desired to utilize time;
h% because they considered occupation as a qualification.

2k

An increasing number not only of the poor working class but also of the
middle class women are constrained to take up Jjobs mainly due to economic
necessity. In many cases, if they do not earn, the very survival of their
families would be endangered.

In a survey carried out by Aileen D. R08325 in the 1950's in the indus-
trial centers in India, women intervievees gave the following reasons for
favouring careers for their own sex; because: they needed interests outside
the home which would make them feel more alive, and prevent their having to
sit idly at home; because it would benefit soclety as there is a great need
for trained people in India; because they would enjoy such professions as
nursing and teaching; and because they would help with the family finances.

The men who wanted women to have jobs or careers gave the following
reasons: their extra income would help give the children a better education

and greater comfort and security; the wife would be happler if she were

economically self-sufficient; it would make them as independent as men; it

would prevent women gossiping and nagging; women should not live in a separate

world from men but should have equal status and take equal responsibility.
Some, however, qualified their decision by saying that they were agree-

able to careers for women as long as they restricted these to jJobs which they

2he, p, Hate, The Social Position of Hindu Women (Bombay 1946), p. 9.

25A1leen D. Ross, The Hindu Family in its Urban Setting (Toronto 1961),

——
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wvere particularly suited for, such as teaching, nursing and social service.
Another qualification was that they should not neglect their home and children,
Objections were based on the important roles women play as wives and mothers,

Jobs are not for merried women. A married woman should try

to be an ideal housewife and a real mother and there will be a

clash of duties if she takes up a career after marriage.26
Still other reasons were that they would lose their "femininity," if they
would take jobs away from men, and people would laugh at the husband of a
wife who worked cutside her home to esarn her living.

In spite of the more lenient attitude to working wives that is now
developing, many Hindu wives and husbands still have to run the gauntlet
of ridicule, particularly if the wife is working in a new field for women,
for it takes the public a long time to adjust to this new situation.

The number of women engaged in various occupations has been steadily
increasing in Bombay. Women work as office secretaries, stenographers,
telephone operators, Journalists, nurses, midwives, health visitors, teachers,
alr hostesses, police, shop assistants, etc. Women are to be found, though
to a small extent, in higher professions also like law, medicine and commerce.
However, the number of women doctors and lawyers is still meagre though it
indicates that women have begun to enter those fields also.

After India became independent, Indian women have been working in foreign
political and administrative services. They are now admitted to the medical

wing of the armed forces also, It should be noted that in these fields,

pp . 201"205 .

261p1a., p. 203.
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there is no discrimination between men and wamen in regard to salary, scales
and promotion. Hence the change in the traditional attitude: women are now
accepted as co-workers on the basis of "egual pay for equal work."

The following figures in Table III reveal the present position of wamen
engaged in extra-domestic work in various services and professions in India,

In & city like Bombay, we find in the morning, middle class women emp-
loyees hurrying in the streets to reach factories, offices, schools, hospitals,

commercial centres and other places of employment.

Education of Women

During and after the second world war, ﬁcmen in Bombay have been con-
strained to take up Jobs because of rise in prices of even primary necessitles
of life to maintain & family. However, since even a post carrying meagre
remuneration requires some kind of education, it becomes necessary for women
to get educated. Due to the underdeveloped economy of India, occupations
available are not many. Consequently, the struggle for jobs is acute even
among women, Higher education, therefore, to get better jobs has become a
necessity for women since the economic position of an aversge family has
deteriorated. Dr. D. P. Mukerji observes:

Expenditure on girl's education 1is a kind of investment, If,
howaver, occupatlions were more diverse and facilities for educa-

tion better than what they are, that investment would have been

more productive. As the matter stands the return now is not pro-

portionate, which has caused a number of reactions including the

one against the present system of education and a certaln amount

of frustration among women who have gone through a regular course
of education.2T

2TQuoted in UNESCO, The Status of Women im South Asia, p. 67.
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WOMEN WORKING OUTSIDE THE HOME EITHER AS FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES OR
PART-TIME WORKERS IN 19512

Full-time Part-time

Occupation Employees workers
A1l Industries and Services 1,880,b17 2,415,176
Primary Industries Not Elsevhere Specified 403,850 147,481
Commerce 48,288 482,955
Insurance 836 90k
Money lending, Banking and Other Financial 2,505 8,597

Business B
Health, Education and Public Administration 234,129 35, T46
Medical and Health 50,283 29,959
Riucational Services and Research 109,634 7,636
Police k,129 -
Municipalities, local Board etec. 25,839 .-
State Government 26,340 -
Union Government 11,864 -
Domestic Service 32k, 300 65,869
Barber and Beauty Shops 3,607 26,187
Laundry 14,367 109,052
Hotels, Restraunts 8,801 21,727
Recreation Services 5,027 27,308
legal and Business 185 3,178
Journalists L6k 1,14k
Welfare Agencies 11,145 29,459

8Figures from Census of India, 1951, Part II B. Economic Tables (General

Population).
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The idea of imparting education as a means to cope with the soclal and
economic problems of life is of very recent origin in India. When the popular
view considered education only as the means of turning out white collared
clerks for the newv administrative and economic systems introduced by Britain
in India and when it was almost universally held, that since women had not
to earn their livelihood there was nc need of education for them, the problem
of women's education could not emerge, Mrs. Grey describes this attitude
thus: "It was taken for granted . . . that girls could acquire all that was
necessary in the way of education in their home surroundings."28

After the achievement of India's independence, education among women has
been extending and the prejudice against the educated woman is also steadily
diminishing. It is now being gradually recognized by all that nationsal social
and economic progress cannot be achieved 1f the Indian womene-one half of the
nation--live in ignorance and absolute economic dependence. The universal
ascceptance of this view sugurs well for the "emancipation" of Indian woman-
hood .

The statistical figures of Table IV give an adequate idea of the progress
of women's education in India. The percentage of literacy among the Indian
people in 1951 was 16.6 and that among the Indian women 7.9.

In 1921 the total number of literate women in India was 2,782,213; in

1931 it rose to h,169,105.29 The 1941 census figures are not completely

28quoted by L. S. 0'Malley in "Modern India and the West," p. 4Sh.

29Census of India, 1931, p. 327.




TABLE IV

LITERACY AMONG THE INDIAN WOMEN IN 19512

Rumber
Total female population in India 173,545,520
Literate female population in India 13,650,683
Iiterate below middle school standard 12,093,762
Middle school 10,022,388
Matriculate, Higher Secondary, S.L.C. 292,060
Intermediate science or arts 59,379
Graduate in arts or science 36, Shb
Post-Graduates in arte or science 6,837
Teaching 31,777
Agriculture 2L3
Veterinary 225
Commerce 1,035
Legal 853
Medical 8,106
Others 50, 4k2

2A11 figures taken from Census of India, 1951. Paper No. 5 (1954).
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correct but, as observed by the Census Officer, they indicate a general trend
of "pronounced increase amounting in the case of India as a whole to 70 per
cent over 1931 for the population. Of this the male increase is 60 per cent
and the female 150 per cent "0

Though the study of these figures reveals that literacy has increased
among women in India, it should be noted that the progress is extremely meagre ]}
Because of the practice of child marriage in India, women are unable to devote
themselves to education seriously. It is, therefore, vitally necessary to
raise the age of their marriage if the spread of education among the Indian
women has to be accelerated. On the other hand, the progress of education
due to socioe-economic factors is itself helping to raise the age of their
marriage (as will be seen in the next chapter), It seems from this point of
view that education has a particular significance for women, besides the
demands of employment opportunities,

Education, however, has not yet reached out to the mass of Indian women.

For achieving mass literacy, far reaching measures will have to be adopted.
The new educational policy of the Government of Bombay includes: (a) the
provigion of universal and free basic education for all children of school-

going age, and (b) improvement and expansion of liberal and technical educa-

tion, provision of trained personnel, and other facilities for women's ‘

education.3l

50Census of India, 1941, p. 31.

3lgovernment of India (Publications Division), India 1960 (New Delhi
1%0)’ pp. 122-23.
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Aileen D. Ross pertinently remarks in "The Hindu Family in an Urban Setting":

The encouragement of higher education for girls has been one
of the greatest innovations in Indisa in recent years, Part of this
is due to the belief that educated girls will be able to get better
husbands, and part to the growing realization that women in the
nuclear form of family are no longer financially secure, for they
may have to earn thelr own living in later life and perhaps help
to support other family members. It is also due to the growing
opportunities for married women to work outside the home and so
add to the family income. The main problem for highly educated
girls lies in the fact that whereas their former training consisted
of informal education received in the home for their future roles
of housekeeper, wife and mother, today those attending colleges
often acquire ambitions for a wilder world than the household.
College and university life will also give them more self-assurance
and independence, which will react on their former subordinate
position in marriage to both husband and in-laws .2

The progressive trend, however, which 1;1 revealed in Bombay and other
industrial-urban centres of Indis may be absolutely absent in the rural set-
ting where most of the Indian population resides. There are still millions
of families where "woman does not enjoy the same freedom as man. Even today
socially woman is merely a vehicle for the continuing of the race,">>

The modern woman in India's industrial and urban areas is slowly break-
ing through the shell of a narrow domestic existence and is beginning to
participate in the larger life of the nation and humanity at large.

In Bombay a mmber of women are devoting their life to educational,
political, industrial, academic, social, or cultural tasks. This signifies

that they have got out of the grooves of a narrow social life confined to

32Ross ,» P. 232,

336. B. Desal, Women in Modern Gujarati Life (Bombay 1955), p. 185.
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a score of relatives. One writer describes this develogpment thus:

Women are gradually realizing that they have personalities
of their own as human beings and that their mission in life does
not end with becoming good wives and wise mothers but also in
realizing that they %Ee all members of the civic community and
of the body politie.
The woman in Bombay today is not living a3 passive life, She is not only

the wife or the daughter of somecne. On the contrary, she possesses her own

individuality. ©She is, therefore, slowly revising her attitude towards Jjoint

family, marriage and other social institutions.

Transformation of Woman's Status--Its Impact on Marriage

3

It must be noted that in a society where the birth of a daughter itself

was regarded as a calamity, where her only activity was domestic work and
child bearing, where she was married at a tender age of ten or eleven, where
she was married to a stranger in whose selection she had no voice, where she,
many a time, became a widow before she had outgrown childhood and where her
personality was tied to the apron string of somebody, the present trends in
employment and education of women in India are greatly welcome. But with
the gpread of education, with the increasing opportunities opened up for
economic independence in industrial centres, and with the spreasd of new ideas
of equality and self-respect, woman for the first time is acquiring the free-
dom to choose her task in life and to make her personal decisions.

Baployment and education of women in industrial-urban areas like Bombay

has brought about a tremendous change in Hindu marriage and family ideals and

347, S. Raj Gopal, Indian Women in the New Age (Bombay 1960), p. 195.
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practices. The Hindu ideal of marriage, the joint-family system, seclusion
within the precincts of the four walls of the house and the consequent econo-
mic helplessness--all conspired to make it impossible for the woman to realize
herself as an individual. Brought up from childhood to believe that she
existed only in relstion to men as "daughter, wife and mother,">> she moulded
her life on a pattern designed to please man most. Women were hopelessly
ignorant of the world around them and hence had no nobler outlock on life.
They had no means of realizing the rights secured for them by le'.‘g:!.slaso.’c.ic:n,36
and if perchance they knew something of these rights, there was no desire on
their part to break away from the "tradition?.l morality." ILiving in the
narrow world of children, husband and his pa.;ents, they had no ambition in
1ife other than to live as quietly as possible in the scmetimes "rough sea"
of the joint-family. Employment and education has brought them out of the
sonfines of the home and put them into contact with the philosophy of libera-
lism and the democratic traditions of the West.

Employment and education of women and men has taken rapid strides during
the last twenty years in Bombay and hundreds of girls and boys now attend
lectures in post-graduate classes. An educated young man is no longer satisg-
fied with the prospect of a wife who is to be "the acquiescent slave of his

desire and the begetter of children, *37 but looks to her for intellectusl

355(20rma.ck, The Hindu Woman, p. 146.

%Constitution of Indis.

5TKapadia, Marriage and Family in Indis, p. 255.
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cooperation and participation in the pleasures and joys of life. Employment
and education is thus not only deferring the age of marriage of women, but
is bringing about a new relationship between husband and wife.

Since the late 1530's women's education in Bombay has received great
impetus because of this growing desire of men to marry educated brides., On
the other hand, the gradual change in family structure, which has deprived
women of the former economic security of the large joint-family, has made
parents increasingly aware of the importance of educating their daughters
80 that they would be able to look after themselves financially should the
need arise. Young women, too, are on the whgzle keen to have higher education.
One reason for this attitude liles in the fact that girls in a city like Bome
bay are becoming increasingly influenced by the attractions of the ocutside
world and more attractive and lucrative jobs. Education salso promotes higher
ambitions. It will help to develop individuality and may promote desires for
more freedom from family controls. All this will inereasingly affect pattern

of marriage and family life in Bombay.

Changing Views on Marriage
A number of studies have been made to examine the impact of the changed

social environment on the changing views on marrisge and family. We will
restrict ourselves here to just a few studles made in Bombay which show a
significant trend:
1. "Socio-economic Condition of the Educated Women in Bombay City,"
by Mrs. C. A. Hate in 1930.
2. "Changing Views on Marriage and Family," by Prof. K. T. Merchant in

1933.
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3. "Woman in Modern Gujarati Life," by Mr. G. B. Desai in 1945.

L. "he Social Position of Hindu Women," by Mrs. C. A. Hate in 196,

Mra, Hate's Views--Mrs. Hate was the first to investigate into the change

ing views on marriage in Bombay. She employed the questionnaire method and

the sample of her survey was chosen from the employed girls vho were already
matriculates, so that the attitude of those who were already imbued with the
new industrial-urban culture could be studied.

Regarding the choice of the partner in marriage, Mrs. Hate concludes
that "on the whole, it seems that these women have made a bold stand against
the convention of their marriages being arrs.r;ged by the parents without thelr
having a word to say for themselves "8

Regarding the socio-economic conditions, Mrs. Hate observes that "on the
whole, the result from this group of questions indicate a definite tendency
on the part of women to become independent economically and thus sttempt to
improve their socio-economic conditions."?d

From the whole inquiry Mrs. Hate feels that "a definite change has taken
place in the socio-economic conditions and personal status of women. The

investigation has indicated that the change is deep and vital."ho

38¢. a. Hate, "The Socio-economic Conditions of Educated Women in Bombay
City’" pp. 101‘1020

39rpia., p. W2.

YOomy4., p. 162.
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Professor Merchant's Observations--Prof. K. T. Merchant made the study

of "Changing Views of Marriage and Family" during the same period. He carried
on an investigation among three groups viz young boys, young girls apnd middle-
aged persons, to know as to how the change hag affected these three sections.
Here we will confine ourselves only to the replies given by young girls (who
numbered 78) which are very revealing of the present trend:

It was found that girls favoured marriage at the age of 19.7 for girls
and 25 for boys.

Nearly 78 per cent of the girls supported marriage by personal choice,
vhile the remaining felt t{hat marriages may be arranged by the parents but
with the prior consent of both the partners.

Professor Merchant found that in place of the view that marriage is
merely a religious ceremony the personal view is galning ground.

Regarding the nature of the family, Just ten young women expressed the

view in favor of joint-family.

Mrs., G. B, Desai's Study--"Women in Modern Gujarati Life" is a study

made by Mrs. G. B, Desal to examine the impact of the changed social environ-
ment in Bombay on marrisge and family life. Her study was based on the
replies received from 900 women, not chosen on any specific sampling method.
The questionnaire was filled by middle class Gujarati women.

On the problem of the choice of the partner in marrisge the study

revealed the following analysis:
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Married Ummarried
Women Women
In favor of marriage by personal choice 16.5% 57.8%
In favor of marriage arranged by parents 71.0% b women
but with the consent of both the
partners

Mrs, Desai was the first to investigate the opinions of the respondents
on the question of the need of divorce. She found that 47 per cent of the
married respondents stood for divorce while 4G per cent of them were against
it. Four per cent did not express their opinion. But the opinions of the
girls who were not yet married is very revea.“Ling as 1t gives quite a differ-
ent picture of the problem., Nearly T73.3 per' cent voted for divorce.

With regard to thelir attitude about the type of family, it was found
that 42.6 per cent of the respondents preferred to stay in joint-family )
while 57.4 per cent were opposed to it. Among the urmarried girls, 38.91 |
supported joint-family while 61 per cent were against it. i

Only 21 of the respondents had independent income, even though many felt

that "if a woman is educated she can manage to earn her livelihood."hl

Mrs. Hate's Second Analysis--The second study made by Mrs. Hate in 1946

on the "Social Position of Hindu Women" was limited only to the middle class ;

of Hindu society in Bombay. Her anaslysis is baged on the replies received

from 805 women. Of these, 263 were not married, 427 married and 115 widows.

As for the age of marriage, she seems to be a little troubled at the late I

4lpesai, Women in Modern Gujarati Life, p. 109.
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marriages and repeatedly declares that the educated persons delay marriage
too long.

Nearly Th per cent of her ummarried subjects opined that they would like
to choose thelr partner themselves.

In the married life 13 per cent of the couples declared they were un~
happy. WNaturally she inquired ebout the opinions of married women regarding
the problem of divorce. Four hundred nipety-eight supported divorce while
160 were against it. She found the "younger generation to be more favourable
to the innovation than the older one."*2

Thirteen per cent of the women did not intend to marry. She concludes
that "Present conditions make it possible for women to lead an independent
1ife and leave aside the question of marriage altogether if they so chooae.“u3

Thirty-three per cent of the subjects were members of the joint-family.
She remarks, "This small percentage denotes that this institution like all
others in the traditional Hindu Society has also weakened under modern in-

il But due to present day difficulties nearly 75 per cent approve

fluences."

of it.
Her inquiry further revealed that 19 per cent of the women were engaged

in some kind of remunerative work. As for the resson of employment it was

found that 67 per cent of them were forced by circumstances. Only 5 women

425ate, The Social Position of Hindu Woman, p. 122.

431p14., p. b9.

Yinyia., p. 79.
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were working because they liked it. In fact, one~third of the women who were
not studying were found working.

With regard to the guestion as to how the status of women should be ime-
proved, the following suggestions were made:

158 advocated compulsory education with economic bias;

109 stood for economic independence;

T3 favoured equal status with man;

54 expressed in favour of freedom of thought and action. Others
declined to answer the guestion.

These soclological studies point out the following two significant facts:
(1) Two trends are working in the present Indian society, one in the direction
of social change and progress, the other stru:ggling to preserve the status quo.
As revealed in these studies the new reformist trend is sufficiently strong
in Bombay and promises a bright future. (2) The other fact disclosed is that
the Hindu society is registering a steady social advance. The old reactionary
conception of the role, position and function of women is slowly giving way
to a new higher and more democratic conception. Education is spreading among
a larger and larger section of women. Further, there is a growing desire
among women for participating in outdoor economic and social work. More and
more women consider self-respect and the development of personality as neces-
sary goals of life, The two o0ld pillars of the Hindu soclety viz. indissoluble]
marriage and Joint-family are weskening.

Women in Bombay today and also in other urban centres of Indla are resaliz-
ing that marriage is not the only goal in life. The effect of liberal educa-

tion, the value attached to the development of personality and urge for eco-

nomic independence are some of the main causes vwhich are responsible for
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generating this new outlook. It is no doubt true that there are many cases
of girls who are forced to remain ummarried, in spite of the fact that they
wish to marry, because of lack of an appropriate partner or because of economic
ressons. DBut the fact that they can afford to live an ummarried life itself
proves the change that has come about both in their subjective attitude and
the cbjective environment.

As a result of education and economic independence, women eapecially have
become more vocal in their demand. It is not surprising that Merchant found
that educated and economically independent women were mainly in opposition to
the joint-family; while only 13.9 per cent favoured it, 75.0 per cent opposed
it.

The reason for the discontent of the womenfolk is understandable, The
senior male members have largely realized the changing attitude among the
young and the father has ceased to be the sole directing force in the family,
adapting his authority and making it more palatable to the educated and earn-
ing members of his family in order that the situation shall not be further
aggravated by, for example, the son asserting his privileges or taking re-
course to the law.

Such, however, is not always the change in the attitude between the fe-
males in the family:

The frequent pattern of behaviour todsy between daughter-ine

law and mother-in-law in s Hindy family is one of conflict arising

out of the dominance of the latter over the former. The educated

womsn finds this irksome. The mother-in-law, trained in the old

tradition and not fully conscious of the change that has come about,
gives in only grudgingly at the behest of her husband and very often




under pressure from her son ‘b,s

The new industrial economic structure and the new ideology in Bombay have
been affecting the stability of the Joint-family system. Due to economic
exigencies of employment, persons are forced to live separately. Further,
due to the influences of the democratic and individualistic concepts, the
industrialized educated class is beginning to disfavour life in the joint-
family. Women's lot was the hardest in the joint-family. The struggle be-
tween the daughter-in-law and mother-in-law are the themes on which consider-
able amount of Indian vernacular literature is based. Today a new conflict
has appeared. On the one hand, ideologically the educated strata in indus-
trial towns support the separate individual family while, due to economic
difficulties like insufficient income, unemployment, poverty, etc., they
would like to stay in a joint<family. PFurther a married woman who is forced
to work ocutside her home faces the domestic problems of looking after the
children and feels the strains of household work. She wanta aid in this

difficulty and naturally joint-family life still appears as a boon.

45Kapadia, Marriage and Family in Indis, p. 272.




CHAPTER IV

THE CHANGING HINDU JOINT-FAMILY PATTERN IN BOMBAY:
SOME CHANGES OBSERVED

Shift from Arranged Marriages to Marriage by Personsl Choice

Arranged marriages have functioned satisfactorily in the rural agricul-
tural communities in which caste and Joint-family operate as a means of socilal
contrcol, When the parents, for example, are arranging the marriage of their
son they mske inquiries into the sub-caste éf his future wife., The idea is
t0 locate a girl who can adjust to their Joint-family conditions and religious
beliefs. These adjustments are in regard to social etiquette, customs, be-
liefs, religious practices, etc. Personality differences are of little con-
sequence unless they are of an extreme nature.

After marriage the girl becomes a member of her husband's joint-family.
While living in her parents' home, she had a whole host of subtle values,
tastes, approvals, disapprovals, fears, hopes and aapirations,l all of which
are part of her personality and related to the social and agricultural environ
ment in which she lived. Since her husband's family is also of the same caste
and lives in the village, physical and psychological adjustments in the new

home are not very difficult to make, R. K. Mukherjee writes:

1K. M. Kapadia, "Changing Pattern of Hindu Marriage and Family," Socio-
logical Bulletin, IV (September 1955), 161.
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The individual worker here adjusts himself to the entire cycle

of ploughing, sowing, reaping and marketing, as well as to various

other tasks in vwhich the family as a whole has interest. Among

agricultural people there is not sharp cleavage between the private

life of the family and the routine of occupation. Family traditions,

religious rites, and vocational tasks intermingle. Thus the total

life~cycle of the individuasl and the family becomes solidary and
unitary, preventing stresses and strains arising from the conflict

of the several planes of life which industrisl civilization inevi-

tably brings in its train,2

One festure which minimizes the possibilities of conflict within the
rural Joint-family is that the husband and wife are not entirely dependent
upon each other for the development of their personalities. There is the
mutual dependence for sexual gratification but as regards love, sympathy,
encouragement and companionship, they can fall back upon the other members of
the joint-family. In the beginning, the new wife has her problems, but very
soon finds within the household, girls of her own age and temperament as
congenial companions. Similarly the husband has other companions within the
family with whom he has been living all his life.

These inatitutions and practices which act as safety valves in regard to
family integration in the rural society are missing in the urban industrial
area, The caste structure is losing its rigidity and the joint-family is
slowly disintegrating with the result that husband and wife are becoming more
and more interdependent. It is no more s matter of adhering to jJjoint-family
group customs and agricultural traditions but a matter of being able to live
with another person (husband or wife), and be able to make the necessary per-

sonality adjustments on "the several planes of life" for creative living.

2Radhakanal Mukerjee, The Culture and Art of Indis (London 1959), P. 54,
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Therefore the individual character and personality of the partner becomes more
important in a marriage in the industrial urban areas than in the traditional
rural areas. In this situstion it is desirsble that the boy and girl should
personally make the decisions for marriage and have greater freedom of choice
in marriage. Some attempt to discover before marriage whether there are vital
areas of personality differences seems necessary. For if there are significant
differences which make for incompatibility between thelr personalities, life
for both can become migerable and the marriage may end in utter failure.”

Table V shows that there is a decided desire on the part of a number of
single young people interviewed to have more choice in the selection of their
marrisge partners than the older married interviewees actually had., Of the
forty-two single men replying to this question, eighteen wanted complete
choice, twenty-one some cholice and only three were willing to rely completely
on their parents' choice. On the other hand only two of the young married
men had complete choice, as compared to eight who had some choice and ten who
did not have any. None of the older men had had complete say in choosing his
wife.

Of the single women, fourteen wanted complete or some cholice as contrasted
to five who were still willing to have their parents choose their husbands.
Three of the young married women had complete choice, and thirteen had some,
in contrast to two of the older married women who had complete choice and ten

who had some choice. But ten of the latter women had no say whatever in

BBurgess and Locke, pp. 516-28.




TABLE V

DESIRE OF SINGLE INTERVIEWEES TO CHOOSE MARRIAGE MATES AS
CONTRASTED WITH AMOUNT OF CHOICE OF MARRIED INTERVIEWEES®

Complete Cholce  Some Choice No Choice Totals
Women

Single T T 5 19
Young Married 3 13 5 21
Older Married 3 10 10 22
Total Women 12 30 20 62

Men \
Single 18 21 3 b2
Young Married 2 8 10 20
Older Married 0 T 3 11
Total Men 20 36 17 73
TOTAL 32 66 37 135

aRoss, The Hindu Family in Its Urban Setting, p. 252.

choosing their husbands.

One caution in interpreting the above figures 1s that, even though single

men and women ssy they want complete choice in their marriage partners, they

may not be able to achieve it. The Table does show that there are still a

substantial number of young men and women who depend to some extent on their

parents' choice, but it also indicates a desire for more freedom of choice of

the marriage partner,




In consideration of the feelings expressed in interviews it would
seem that the change that has so far taken place is that instead of
the former practice of parents and relatives making the complete deci-
sion or giving their children the opportunity of selecting from a
group of picked candidates, now the young people themselves tend to
select the persoE they want to marry, and ask their parents' approval
of their choice.

The fact that this attitude of young people to freer cholce in marriage
is frequently supported by newspaper articles seems to indicate that choice
in marriage is being also increasingly demanded by Hindu publie opinion.

May I ask whether we are going to refuse to board an omnibus
because our grandfather travelled by bullock carts? Culture and
social custom are never stagnant; . . . Girls with fully developed
personalities ., . . are still revolting against the absurd custom
of marrying a man on the basis of a meeting in a drawing room zea~
lously supervised by the two families . ., . in full formation like
two rival hosts waiting for the battle to commence. For, strange
as it may seem, "arranged" marriages are still the order of the day
at moat levels of society though the theory that marriage should be
the outcome of romantic love is accepted by most. . . . It may dbe
unwise to build marriages on mere physical attraction, which is,
after all, ephemeral, but hasn't a loveless marriasge less chance
of succeeding than a marriage based on attraction to start with?
Besides, if we concede the emancipation of women, the necessity of
educating them and granting them equal rights, it logically follows
that they should be granted the right to choose thelr own partners.
+ « « A marrisge of choice may have its own disadvantagea, but with
the present trend towards a general equalisation and the modern
emphasis on the personality and its development, this seems to be
the best way of building up & happy marriage.b

Hence the present generation of educated middle-class urban young men and

wvomen seem t0o be moving towards the desire to have more or complete freedom
in marriage choice, and are against undue interference and control by parents

or relatives in their choice.

hRoss, p. 253.

JBhaskraiya leela, "Addressed to the Bride-to-be," Deccan Herald, Nov.
28, 1954,
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Some idea of the extent to which Hindus now want to test out their rela-
tionships with their future partners is shown in their desire of how well they

want to know them before marriage.

TABLE VI

DEGREE TO WHICH MARRIED INTERVIEWEES KNEW THEIR MATES BEFORE
MARRTAGE COMPARED WITH DESIRE OF SINGLE INTERVIEWEES TO KNOW THEIRS®

Rever Knew Knew Slightly

Marital or Do Not Saw or Want to Knew or Want to
Status Want to Know Once Know a Little Know Very Well Total
Older married 10 11 3 5 29
Younger married 12 16 3 8 39
Single men 7 - 5 19 31
Single women 2 - 9 6 17

Total 31 27 20 38 116

8Ross, p. 265.

This Table shows that only a few of the married interviewees had known
their mates at all or known them well before marriage. The majority had either
never seen them, or only seen them once, whereas about three-quarters of the
gingle men and a large number of the single women wanted to know them well.

The extent to which the views of a few of the young men have changed
from the traditional picture of a wife is seen in the following replies in

interviews:




g1

"I want to marry a talented girl, well educated and beautiful. I don't
mind about her caste, but I would try to avoid inter-comminal marriage in the
interest of my parents, brothers and sisters."

"I am now twenty-eight years old, and I want to marry a girl of about
the same age."

"It is easy for me to get a rich girl from my native place, but I am not
after money."

"I don't want to marry an old-fashioned girl. I should like to know the
girl I am to marry beforehand, end should also like her to know me well. This
is very essential, for if you know the girl before marriage much of the subse-
quent problems the arranged msrriages are having could be avoided."

"I want to marry a girl of my age because I want her to be a true com-
panion in life. She also must be used to city life."

"I believe in giving my wife full freedom of opinion and discussion, for
married life should be a partnership, with the wife as equal partner. I want
to live in a separate house of my own after marriage."

The following table (Table VII) suggests that when Hindu men and women
do think of the qualities which they most desire in mates, those pertaining
to “character" are considered most importsnt. This means that the picture of
a desirable mate is primarily in terms of "relisbility" rather than a gquestion
of the qualities which affect merely the "personal relationship" between hus-

band and wife.s

6In American studies regarding the qualities looked for in mate selection,
the emphasis is on personal gualities affecting mutual relationship. See
Burgess and Locke, The Family, pp. 34l-Th.




TABLE VII
QUALITIES DESIRED IN MATES?

Men Women

Qualities® Single Young Marrieds Single Young Marrieds
Character b1 3 17 11
Equality 3k K 12 3
Well educated 28 1 9 2
Home Role 21 7 - -
Personal appearance 16 2 1 -
Sociability 13 - 4 .-
Personal relationship 10 - 12 5

Total 163 20 55 21

8Ross, p. 258.

brme qualities included in the following categories were: character: for
wives--highly moral, modest, chaste, virtuous, noble, pure; for husbands--
generogity, integrity, courage, courtesy, trustworthiness, truthfulness.
Equality: companion, friend, partner, co-worker, guide. Personal relationship:
loving, understanding, sympathetic, helpful. The Home role desired by men in
thelr wives included her being a good mother and housekeeper, and accomplished.

Wealth and social status as the criteria of choosing one's partner in
life are being steadlly replaced by personality characteristics as the deter-
niné,nt factors. Further, the fact that a growing number of men and women
demand that they should be consulted and even have a free hand before they are

wvedded also indicate this healthy upward trend.7 Even the criteria suggested

7Kate, Hindu Woman and Her Future, p. 58.
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for selecting their future partners for happy marriage such as compatibility
of temperament, etc. also indicate the trend of the changing views regarding

marriage and family life in an industrisl city.

The Rising Age of Marriage
Barly marriasges are traditionally prevelent in India. By marriage the

bride shifts from the "domination" of the father to that of her husband.
According to Dr. K, M. Kapadls, it was easier on the bride if this transfer
occurred before the girl arrives at "the age at which she could question the
authority of the husband."a Pre-puberty marriage for girls began in the
higher castes and was gradusally taken over by:the whole society as a matter of
prestige., Child marriage. meant that the bride learned to fit into the ways
of the new household and carry on its traditions to a much greater extent than
girls who marry at a later age, for the child bride changed her environment
before she had become too atrongly attached to her parents and family, and
before she was "too deeply immersed in family customs to be able to change to
the new hme."g As she was in a subordinate position to her husband and in-
laws, she had to fit into the new pattern with no chance of "asserting her
own individuality."

Though the age of marriage has been traditionally low in India, there is,
however, an upward trend in the average age at marriage over the past decades.

The best estimate available for urban areas, based on Government of India

SKapadia, Marrisge and Family in Indis, p. 1b2.

9Ross, p. 2W6.




ol
National Sample Survey figures, indicates a rise from 13.6 to 15.4 years in
the average age at marriage of Indian girls between 1921 and 1951.10 i\
Mr. Mankadll made a study of the age of marriage in 1934-35, but his ‘
study does not appear to be fully indicative of the general trend of Hindu
marriage st the time because it was restricted only to one high caste. Mrs.
Desail? studied the lives of 900 middle-class Gujarati women living in Bombay
in the early 1940's. Her sample is unrestricted and therefore more represen-
tative of the middle~class trend in Bombay. Unfortunately, she has not divided ‘\
her sample into generation groups, with the result that one cannot see the

|
change as clearly as with Mankad's or Kapadia's study. Dr. K. M. Kaq.\adia.l3 ’

undertook two inquiries in Bombay, one in 1950-51 and the other in the middle
1650's. 1In the first he studied 148 marriages since 1941 and in the second W
256 marriages of graduates. The group studied in 1951 was divided into two |
groups: those below the age of 35 and those above it. They may thus be taken 4
as representative of the "present generation" and the "father's generation.”

This sample may also be taken as representative as it is drawn from different

10National Sample Survey (Government of India) periodically conducts
socio-economic surveys having the whole of India under geographical coverage.
Source: Murari Majumdar (Indian Statistical Institute), "Ages at Marriage and
Marriage Rates in India,"” unpublished paper read at the International Populae
tion Conference (New York, September 11-16, 1961), p. 2.

11p, L. Mankad, "The Age at Marriage," Journal of the University of Bom-
bay (July 1935), 105-110.

12pegai, pp. 214-16.

lBKa.padia, "Changing Pattern of Hindu Marriage and Family," pp. 161-92.
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TABLE VIII
AGE OF MARRIAGE OF WOMER OF BOMBAY2

Mankad Desail Kapadia Kapadia
Ag: (1934-35) (1945) (1950-51) (1955)
Marriage Father's Present Above Below Recent Marriages
Generation Generation 35 35
4-13 % 35% 23% 20% 5% -
1h-15 24 hg 39 22 19 10
16 2 13 16 ' 13 15 12
17-18 1 3 12 21 26 3k
19-20 6 17 17 23
21-24 b 6 16 17
2527 1 2 h

8approximate percentages of replies received from the surveys of Mr.
Mankad, Mrs. Desai and Dr. Kapadis.

parts of Bombay and includes different groups. The main drawback is that it

is a very small sample. The result of these different studies when put to~

gether does indicate a gradual rise in the age of marriage of women, The

figures represent approximate percentages of the replies in each survey.

In the most recent study of the age of marriage, i.e. the one of Dr.

Kapadia in 1955, 22 per cent of the women married between 14 and 16 years,

34 per cent between 17 and 18 years, 23 per cent between 19 and 20 years, and




9%
21 per cent between 21 and 27. This shows a considerable rise in the age of
marriage of girls in 1935 and 1945, as indicated in the surveys of Mr. Mankad
and Mrs. Desal.

The general upward trend in the age of marriage 1s supported not only by
the age at which married interviewees had married, but also and especially
from the age at which single interviewees wish to marry. K. T. Merchantl* in-
quired into the views on marriage of Hindu youth in Bombay, Poona and Gujerat,
in the years 1930-33, and obtained the following data (Table IX) on their opin-

ion of the "proper age" at which a girl should be married.

TABLE IX

APPROVIED AGE OF MARRIAGE FOR GIRLS: VIEWS EXPRESSED BY HINDU YOUTH
IN BOMBAY, POONA AND GUJERAT (1530-19%3)

MALES FEMALES

Approved Age Approved Age
for Marriage Bombay Gujarat Poona for Marriage  Bombay Gujlarsat

12-13 b b 1 - - -
1k-15 29 29 16 15 1 -
16-18 102 57 k2 16-18 18 8
16-20 15 14 7 19-20 17 9
21-25 9 L 2 21-25 11 9

8K. T. Merchant, Changing Views on Marriasge and the Family (Madras-Bombay,
1935), p. T0.




In the late 1950's, Alleen D. Rossls

sge of marriage, Table X summarizes her findings.

TABLE X

AGE OF MARRIAGE OF MARRIED INTERVIEWEES COMPARED TO AGE
AT WHICH SINGLE INTERVIEWEES WISH TO MARRY

97

carried out a survey regarding the

AGE OF MARRIAGE DESIRE TO MARRY
AGE 0ld Marrieds Young Marrieds Single Men Single Women
(yrs.) | Busbands Wives | Husbands Wives Busbands Wives | Husbands Wives
10-13 - 12 - 2 - - -
14-15 - L - 5 I - - - -
16-18 6 7 - 12 - b - -
19-24 13 4 19 1k - 1k 4 7
25 and 9 - 15 - 25 b 5 1
over
Total 28 27 34 33 25 22 9 8

This table shows a definite trend to an older age of marrisge for men.

The difference is much more marked for the age at which older vomen interview-

ees were married and the age at which single women wish to marry.

Fourteen

women interviewees had been married by the time they were thirteen years of

age and twenty-eight more by the time they were eighteen years old.

15Ross, p. 24S.

A larger
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number of the younger married women had been married between nineteen and
twenty-four than the older married women. In contrast, the single men seemed
to prefer wives in this age bracket, and none of the single women wanted to be
married before nineteen years of age.

This trend in the desire for a higher age of marriage is largely due to
the industrial occupational structure in the urban areas and to related factors
such as prolonged education.

A boy who is expecting to support his wife and children on the income
from his job must walt until he has finished his education and procured s job
before thinking about marrisge. Under a Joint-famlly system the young man was
assured of family support and he knew that his future lay with the joint-family
enterprise, Now, the girl or her guardians will not be so eager as formerly
to settle her marriage with a young man until his prospects become clear and
his ultimsate social and economic status can be predicted with some confidence.
This usually means after he has finished his education and secured a Jjob.

The difficulty of securing Jjobs by persons of low educational
qualifications has driven more and more persons to seek higher

education and higher education has invariably meant comparatively

late marriages, . . . Increasing resistance on the part of young

men to get entangled in matrimony t1ll they are settled in life,

has also operated in the same direction. The difficulty of secur-

ing suitable young men for girls and the difficulty of meeting the

marriage expenses are other factors that have contributed to a rise

in the marrisgeable age.l

For a woman in Bombay today education has become a necessity both for

her economic independence and for marriage. A college education is desired

lsCensus of India, 1951, XIV, Part I, pp. 107-108,
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if the female is to be a worthy partner in marrisge. Girls today 4o not gen-
erally finish high school before the age of 15. Granting at least four years
of college education, a girl would not be ready for marriage before 19, and
hence this is a desirable age for marriage,

When the Child Marriasge Restraint Act was passed in 1929,17 early marriage
was the charascteristic feature of Hindu society. In the thirty years that
have passed since this legislation there has been a distinet change in the
outlook of the people, and this has been reflected in a gradual rise in the
age at marriage. New legislation pust attempt to give expression to the
changed conditions and outlook. The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955,18 vy retain-
ing the minimm marriageable age at 15 (as in the Child Marriage Restraint
Act of 1929), 1gnores not only the evils of early marriage but also the recent
trends in view of the data presented here.

The rising age of marriage for women is an indicator of women's desires
for homes of their own rather than living in a joint-family. A bride is now
a young woman rather than a child, with greater experience of life and a
greater feeling of independence. This is particularly true of girls who have
attended college and have had a job outside their homes before marriasge. There

is a growing tendency for these young women to want to marry men who want to

17pfter various attempts to abolish child marriages, the Child Marriage
Restraint Act was passed in 1629. This legally raised the age of marriage for
boys to eighteen and for girls to fourteen. As the Act had not the necessary
force to make it effective it was strengthened by an amendment in 1939 and
later in 1955, which mske the imposition of stricter penalties possible, In
spite of these laws, hundreds of child marriages still take place all over
Indise.

18goveroment of India, Eindu Marriage Act, 1955 (New Delhi 1955).
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live away from their joint-families, and can afford to set up separate house-
holds on marrisge. This provides a better opportunity for greater companion-
ship between husband and wife and also gives them greater facilities to run
their homes as they wish and train their children without interference.

Not only the age at which men and women marry, but also the difference in
age between husband and wife 1z important in determining their relationship.
The traditional attitude that the wife is completely subordinate to the hus-
band is more likely to fit in with a large difference in age than equal age,
If the difference in the age of marriage narrows, snd at the same time women
become more equally educated to men, then the traditional attitude between
hugband and wife is likely to break down into one of more equal authority and
greater companionship. No factual data is available, however, to state defi-

nitely that the traditional sge difference in marriage hss been narrowing

dowm.

Gradual Shift from Caste Endogamy to Caste Exogamy in Marriage

Treditionally the Hindus have endogamous rules limiting the selection of
a mate, The Hindu community is divided into a number of castes vhich are

endogamous groups. Until recently breaches of caste endogamy were punished

by excommunication from the caste.lg Caste exercises a tremendous influence

l9l(ingsley David points out the severe penalities which a caste can im-
pose on members who transgress its customary behaviocur. "Not only is he un-
able to marry beyond (the caste) limits; he may not even eat or drink with
members of any other group nor may he smoke from their "huqgga." He often
finds 4t difficult to get any one to cook his food; and if he dies, there will
be no one to perform his obeequies, and his body may have to be removed by
scavengers." Davig suggests that in some cases caste is a spur to migrationm,
for it may induce an individual to move to an industrial city vhere his
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over its members as it touches a man's life in all his social relationships.
An excommunicated individual found his life miserable as all services in the
village were refused to him. In industrial towns, where social and economic
services could not be refused, the rigour of excommunication is sometimes
brought homie to the recalcitrant member by refusing to him the co-operation
of the members of the caste on such occasions as marriages and funerals when
the need of co-operation from one's community is keenly felt.

The Hindu Marriages Validity Act, 1949, enacted that "no marriage between
Hindus shall be deemed to be invalid or ever to have been invelid by reason
only of the fact that the parties thereto belonged to different religions,
castes, sub-castes or sects,"20 However, the moral force of caste is still so
great in the villages, and the Hindus are still so caste-minded, that it is
questionable whether legislation alone will break the ice in the rural areas .21

That the role of caste in the joint family should be consider-

able is not surprising, since caste has a large occupational com-

ponent, which can be more readily controlled in an agricultural

society than in a highly mobile, rapidly changing industrial society

with its proliferation of new occupations to which the ¢ld caste

system is not perfectly adapted. In the city, the occupational
component of caste changes more than the marital component, but

identity can be hidden. This would be particularly true of people of lower
castes. Davig Kingsley, The Population of Indias and Pakistan (Princeton,
N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1951), p. 108.

20government of India, The Hindu Marriages Validity Act, 1549 (Government
Press, 1945), p. 1.

2ly. 3. Rao, "Caste and Joint Family in Kerala," Sociological Bulletin
IV (September 1955), 129; N. Akhuri, "Socio-cultursl Barriers to Rural Change
in an East Bihar Community," Eastern Anthropologist, II (March-August 1958),
216.
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both changes reflect changes in the incidence of observance of caste
teachings, if not any essential changes in the ideology of caste it-
self. The changes from the joint to the separate family in the city
are sometimes accompanied by changes in the observance of caste. But
there is no logical reason why caste taboos cannot be maintained in
a society of separate families.

Intercaste marriage is nowadays a much discussed subject in the industrial
urban areas. Mfty-one per cent of 513 married university graduates in Bombay
interviewed by Dr. Ka.padia25 expressed their willingness to give their children
in marrisge ocutside their own caste. Only one-third were against this depar-
ture from custom. C. S. Patil®% in his survey of the lower-salaried industrial
workers in the city of Bombay found that while 51 per cent stood definitely
for marriage outside caste only about one-fif‘éh were against it, What he fur-
ther found was that, while in the case of persons above thirty-five years of
age 40.6 per cent favoured and 38.6 per cent resented it, the respective per-
centages in the case of persons below thirty-five were 56 and 14. Patil's
observations do not merely show the change in terms of generation but also indid
cate the change that is sweeping over those who live in industrial towns whethey
they have or have not received higher education. This is indeed an encouraging
trend in the march toward the ideal of a "casteless” society.

With the advent of modern industrial urbanization, two major changes in

the caste system have taken place. One is the freedom in the matter of choice

22N1mkof? and Gore, p. 35.

23Kapadia, Sociological Bulletin, III, T3.

2be . 3. Patil, Soclological Bulletin, ITI, 270.
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of occupetion and the consequent extensive shifting of the 0ld occupational
boundaries of caste. The other is that, with the growth of industrial cities
in India like Bombay, people in large numbers have flocked to them, Under presd
sure of necessity, eating in factory canteens has become a normal practice in
cities, although it is a serious break with the old ideal of "caste purity."
Rallway and bus travel is another factor militating against caste distinetion
and increasing soclal intercourse among members of different castes. This
process, extending over a long period, has by now weakened much of the rigidity
of the caste soclal code,25 80 much 30 that today there is a general feeling
that caste is rapidly dying out in Bombay and other industrigl towns of Imiia,?6

In India . . . the 0ld social forms have continued and still have

considerable vitality . . . it is only with the outbresk of the

gsecond world war that the full impact of modern industrislization

was felt by India. . . . Indla 1s today passing through a transe

formation of a primarily agricultural rural community into a new

gociety vhere industry and modern modes of life will take an ine-

ereasing share, 014 socigl institutions have decayed or are in a

process of fast deeaying.z'?

The caste-structure of Indlian society is "fast decaying" in the industrisl
urban ares of Bombay. This is being reflected in the changed marriage and

family patterns. With increased intercaste marrisges (including marriage

25Noel P. Gist, "Caste Differentials in South India," American Sociologi-
cel Review, XIX (April 195k), 127-28,

26x, a. Busia, "Sociology in a Rapidly Changing Society," International
Journal of Comparative Sociology, I (March 1960), 75.

2THumayun Kabir, "Higher Education in India and the Study of the Social
Sciences,” Introduction to the Teaching of the Social Sciences in India,
(URESCO), 1956, pp. 16-18.
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between subcastes) the adjustment of newly-weds to life in the Joint-family
will become increasingly difficult. A very important factor, which eased this
adjustment in the past, was the fact that married partners came from the same
subcaste having the same social outlook and customs. But this factor is absent

in intercaste marriages. Hence inter-caste marriages will lead to a break-down

of joint-family living.




CHAPTER V
THE EMERGING PAMILY PATTERN IN BOMBAY

The Emerging Pattern: From Joint-Family to Nuclear Family

The preceding chapters have dealt with the Joint-family and indicated the
forces in the industrial urban society of Bombay that are bringing about changeg H
in its structure. Whatever else may be said about it, it seems clear that the
old structure and pattern of the Indian aoint\-fanily are unsatisfactory for

a8 large number of city dwellers in Bombay.l

Quite possibly some of the emo-
tional attitudes and obligations of mutual concern and aid characteristic of I
the Joint-family will continue to influence all family relationships in Bom-
bay for a long time to come, even after the physical Jjointness of the family ;“1
has broken down. Such influences may help to preserve some of the more endur- J

ing values of the indigenous family traditions in the new smerging pattern of U‘

family life in Bombay. P
There are many tensions facing the joint-family in Bombay. This type of

family has been the most important for transmitting culture. Previously, the

joint-family fulfilled the major needs~-economic, social, physical, and also
provided psychological security to its members. It arranged for the care of

the aged and the children; it passed on the traditions, values and accepted

1¢, Rajagopalan, "Bombay: A Study in Urban Demography and Ecology,"
Sociological Bulletin, IX (March 1$60), 19.
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code of behaviour. Each member of the family had an ascribed status in rela-
tion to other members of the family, and also in relation to society at large.
The performance of religious rites gave the family a sense of unity and dbound
them to the ancestral traditions,

The many forces of industriasl-urbanigation which are presently acting on
this family pattern in Bombay have brought about much confusion amd frustration
A new pattern appears to be emerging in Bombay., There is therefore a transi.
tional measure of breskdown in the physical aspects of the jJoint family and
s weakening of its social honds. There is a general demoralization associated
with this partial breakdown, especially since no healthy alternative has
emerged.

It seems that physically the nuclear family, composed of parents and

2 but ian most cases the

their unmarried children, is slowly coming into being,
obligations and relationships of the joint-family pattern are emotionally and
morally retained in varying degrees., This is almost a social and economic
necessity, in the absence of adequate substitutes for the old family functions.

And this in the long run may pave the way for a new pattern for the nuclear

2The Census of India of 1951 adds some evidence of the decline of jJointe
family living. In sampling the households, it was found that the medium type
of household (4-6 persons) was the most numerous; the "very large" (10+ per-
sons) type was evident in only ome out of sixteen households. The Census con-
cludes:

Such a large proporticn of small households 1s a prima facie

indication that families do not continue to be "joint" according

to the traditional customs of the country and the habit of break-

ing away from the joint-femily and setting up separate households

is quite strong.
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family different from the more or less individualistic ideal of the West. But
since this is something which has to evolve over a long period, the tension
between the traditional idesl and the individuslistic idesl is present in al-
most every family situation. This has both 1ts demoralizing and creative as-
pects. On the one hand, the tension may become a source of conflict disorgan-
izing the family relationships, and on the other hand, it may lead the way to
a2 new healthy pattern of family life on a new basis.

Changing circumstances in India are causing families to separate

at an accelerated rate, and forcing many family members to adjust

to new conceptions of rights and responsibilities almost overnight.

It is highly probable that few nuclear families in India ever com-

pletely cut off all feeling of identity with, or responsibility to,

their ancestral families, even if this reeligg only takes the form

of guilt when they avoid family obligations.

Any change from known patterns to new and less well known patterns, no
matter how desirable they are, involves a certain amount of restlessness and
uncertainty.h The question which will face the Indian family of the future in
the industrial-urban area of Bombay is whether or not the increase in the
ruclear family pattern will bring with it the problems and difficulties which
have been sssociated with it in Western societies,

The form of the family is a most important social concern because it is
in the family that the personalities are formed and the basic ideals and atti-

tudes of people shaped.s It is in the intimate family sphere of relationship

3Ross, p. 67.
l"Ghurye, p. 26.

5V. Bonac, "The Significance of the Family for the Situation of Society
Today," unpublished paper read ai): the International Population Conference
- l Iy Pb 5.
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that the virtues of love, kindness, co-operation, service, justice, lawfulness,
truth, freedom and the like are made a part of the individual as he grows into
adulthood. Several specific points need further consideration.

First, the question of choice of partner for marriage. The ideas and
attitudes related to the selection of mates are changing. However, many parentsy
8till feel completely horrified when a son or dsughter refuses to marry the
one whom they have selected or when they (the partners) themselves make a selec-
tion. Some of the orthodox Hindu section even go to the extent of belleving
that this 1is immoral and sinful and should be stopped. But when we consider
the emerging urban family structure, we realize that in the new setting arranged
marriages have to be considerably modified. A pattern of "guided choice" is
gradually evolving which retains the responsibility of the parents to guide
and direct and at the same time gives opportunity for the expression and choice
of the individual person. The advantages of this pattern are obvious in that
the emphasis is rightly placed upon the personal and mutual relationship of
man and woman; but at the same time this relationship is set within the broader
social context of family responsibility. For this purpose it is necessary for
parents to realize that their children should be permitted and encouraged to
nake their choice of partners in a responsible manner having consideration for
all those factors which help to make marriage successful for the persons con-
cerned. Religious and social welfare agencies should provide means within due
social control whereby young people may meet one another and grow to understand
each other better.

The second question is in regard to the age of merriage. Early marriages

are quite prevalent in the villages but are being discoursged in the industrial
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urban communities because of social, psychological, and economic reasons.

Early marriages in the rural agricultural societies may not have had any
harmful consequences in regard to the upbringing of the children because the
wife lived under the guldance of colder members of the jJoint-family. Any child
born became the responsibility of the entire family. But in the urban situa-
tion the rearing of children and their informal education are becoming almost
solely the mothers' responsibility (of course, with the help of the husband).
A responsibility of this msgnitude can be shouldered effectively only by those
who have learnt to think and mansge for themselves., The mother will be ex-
pected to provide a coherent and coamplete pigture of the world in which the
child has to live.
| One important change in a mother's role that comes about in nuclear fami-
lies with the new division of labour is that she becomes the pivot around
vhich the family revolves. In families which approximate the companionship
type, mothers are the chief organizers of the complicated schedules of family
members. Meals, work, education, sports, religious activities, holidays,
health and countless social and associational claims must all be co~ordinated
skillfully if the family is to function at all smoothly. This is a tremerdous
task in a busy urban family, and the mother needs to be a particularly adapt-
able person to carry it out successfully.

One of the major changes in family structure, as it moves from

an approximation of the institutional ideal type to a nuclear

form, 18 this change in the positions of father and mother, for

the patriarch of the large extended family played much the same
pivotal role as the mother now does in nuclear families,

6Ross, p. 67.




110

Thirdly, the relationship between husband and wife, When industrializa-
tion affects the structure of the joint-family and it bresks down into a single
family unit, the relationship between husband and wife undergoes a major change/
The wife gains a position of more importance because she is older when married,
typically has more education, and there are no longer elder relatives in posi-
tions of authority over her. Morecver, if the wife has grown up in a nuclear
family she will be more accustomed to egualitarian relations between husbands
and wives, and will tend to expect them in her own marriage.

Reducing the disparity between the ages of husband and wife will make for
better adjustments in an urdban family. If the husband i3 too old and the wife
too young and inexperienced it mskes a mockery of marriage for they cannot
function as real companions, vhich is necessary in a small-unit family.

Regerding remarrisge, a general survey of Indian social history makes
evident that Indian society has tacitly upheld a double standard of morality,
one for women and another for men. It has affected ideas and practices of
marriages. A woman should be a virgin before marriage and should remain true
to her husband even after his death. There is no such condition for a man.
The imposition of restrictions on widow-remarriage is a result of this atti-
tude.! The widowers, of course, could remerry any number of times, Even if

they were old, they married young girlas, who usually outlived tham.e The

k. Dandekar, "Widow Remarriages in Six Rural Communities i{n Western
India,” unpublished paper read at the International Populational Conference
(Kew York, September 11-16, 1961), p. 3.

85, N. Agarwala, "Mean Ages at Marriage and Widowhood in India," unpub-
lished paper read at the International Population Conference (New York, Sep-

tember 11-16, 1561), pp. k6.
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consequence wag the increase in the number of widows. Law today permits widow
remarriage, but social disapproval is still strong in the villages, though it
is changing in the urban communities like Bombay. If publie opinion favours
remarriage of widows as it does that of widowers, then every widower may be
able to find a wife from among the widows of his ageegroup.

Fourthly, the parentechild relation. With the growth of the nuclear type
of family in Bombay and increased involvement with affaira of the outside
vorld, the control and authority of the parents over their children has seem-
ingly weakened. This, too, often tends to create tensions between parents and
children.’ Parents feel that the younger generation is becoming too indepen-
dent and disrespectful, whereas children feel that the parents are too dicta-
torial and somewhat old~fashioned.

It must be remembered that the nuclear family is not selfe-sufficient
enough to meet all the social, economic, educational, religious, cultural and
recreational needs of its members.l0 In the rural joint-ramily, all these
needs were generally met within the family itself. Through tradition and long
usage, the family acquired a unity of purpose which resclved conflicts in the
fulfilment of man's varied needs. The different functions were carried out
in relative harmony. But now the members of the nuclear family have to join
various institutions and associations outside the home for the fulfilment of

these eeveral needs. Their loyalty which in the village setting was entirely

9. Savita, "Social Change and the Parent Child Relationship in the Middle
Class Hindu Families," Journal of Social Sciences, I (January 1958), 91-92.

10gylvester A. Sieber, S.V.D., Lecture-notes in "Seminar on the Family."




for the family, is now divided among several agencies,

Sons and daughters in industrial towns like Bombay are becoming increas-
ingly dependent upon these outside agencies, because the femily is unable to
meet thelr growing needs,

Under these conditions, the parents, who may have lived their lives in a
different enviroment, have to become a little more understanding about the
needs of their children. They should not prevent them from becoming active
members of outside associations but should on the other hand guide them to
become good members of proper associations. This guidance has to begin from
the early years of the child, To be able to gulde more effectively, parents
will have to try to understand the needs of their children. Without mutual
understanding and respect between parents and children, children are apt to
treat their home merely as s place vhere they eat and sleep. Young people
can no more find a static secure environment in the city as In the o0ld village
communities; they will have to live in an enviromment which is constantly
changing snd offers them freedom of choices. Therefore, the parents have to
80 discipline them that there gradually grows within the children a sense of
self-discipline and responsibility.

The younger generation should also bear in mind that it will be a folly
to completely disregard the authority of parents. Without authority, there
is only chaos and confusion in the hame. It is true that some of the modes of
exercising suthority prevalent in the joint-family structure may appear quite
unreasonable to the children but modifications may be brought about by draw-
ing the parents' attention to this fact rather than by rebelling against them.

"The right relation between freedom and authority have to be learned in the
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home, if democracy should succeed elsevhere,"”

Fifthly, Family Welfare. The family has offered the greatest security
to the individual in Indian society. With the greater industriaslization of
the country and the develomment of urban life, there is a definite weakening,
and in some cases a complete disintegration, of family life. As industrial
urban life becomes more and more complex, the family is likely to be exposed
to greater stress.n The community, therefore, can help to prevent the weake
ening of the urban family by alding individual families to solve the compli-
cated problems created by complex circumstances. Working in co-operation with
properly organized family welfare agencies, ms in the U.S.A.,, the community
can create specific services for the benefit of familiees by helping them to
deal with problems of health, education, economic life and personal relation-
ships. The services to assist the family ean be further extended to provide
for the better care of growving children .12

The impetus for starting agencies for csse work service in Bombay has
come from the West, especially the U.S.A. The first family welfare agency in
Bombay was organized in May 1950.1% The initial impetus for its establishment
came from a few philanthropic persons vho had some understanding of the need
and value of family case-work. With the financial help of the N. M. Wadia

Charities, American Women's Clubdb, Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, and the cooperation

1lRichard M. Titmus, "Industrialization and the Family," Social Service
Review, XXXI (March 1957), 63.

12prebai B. Wadia, "Some Aspects of Family Welfare in Indis,” Marrisge
and Family Living, XVII (August 1955), 226.

govermment of India, Socisl Welfare in India, p. 180.

/A
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of the Indian Conference of Social Work, the agency started functioning and
a trained social case worker was appointed. The Bombay Mothers' and Children'q
Welfare Society allowed the agency to have its office in the society's pre-
mises vhere its services are available to all persons in need, irrespective
of caste or creed. It receives referrzls from Government hospitals, Juvenile
courts, child guidance clinies and private individuals. Requests for rehabi-
litation of unmarried mothers and delinquent children, for investigation into
8 prospective adoption home, for settling cases of marital discord, for

counselling on personsl problems, for follow-up work for certein hospital

discharges and other problems pertaining to tll-health, are being received
in increasing mmbers.

It is true, unfortunately, that the family welfare agency is sometimes

confronted with situations vhich appear more or less insurmountable at present
Financial inadequacy, the indifference and ignorance of the masses and the

conservative outlook of some of the Hindu institutions are important limiting

factors.

The family welfare agency at Delisle Road, Bombay, is the only agency of

its kind in India so far. Though the agency is still in its infancy and its

activities are limited to Bombay city only, it has greast potentialities for
development in future, Its contribution in the field of family welfare, so
far as bringing about better family adjustments in individual cases 1s con- }*;h“

cerned, cannot be over-emphasized. In course of time it will give a lead in M‘

developing various orgenizations for meeting the untet needs of families and M‘

for educating families in family living. Though at present the agency is

providing more of curative service in cases of family breakdowns, it plans A

e ——
— T
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also to develop preventive services in the near future in order to prevent
family malad)ustments.

It is possible that, in due course, with the help of the generous con-
tributions of the public and of the local, state and Central Govermments,
this agency may start branches in different parts of the country. Or this
may serve as a model to be followed by other family welfare agencies that
nay develop independently in various industrial towns of India. A new-work
of such agencies with their services properly coordinated will be able to
organize the region in which they exist into a living force for comserving
desirable velues in family and community 11_1’e as well a8 for controlling the
rise and spread of anti-social behaviour and wiping out the breeding spots
of delinguency.

Sixthly, social security. Another feature of the emerging small unit
family in Bombay, which needs attention, i1s that it cannot any longer provide
economic security to its members as did the joint-family. The Jjoint-family
took care of its aged, sick, disabled, orphaned and widowed members. It
provided not only economic but psychological security. With the progressive
disintegration of the Joint-family in Bombay, there is a growing destitution
and plans for providing the needed security must be drawn up by society.

b

The Bombay Employees' State Insurance Scheme™ 18 a very commendable
beginning. As the city advances in industrial urbanization, economically

more and more people should be covered by this or similar schemes of socisl

1"'1'}:0 Government of Bombay, The Bombay Employees State Insurance Scheme,
Bombay 1955.
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insurance.

With the people and the Government of Bombay becoming actively concerned
about this aspeet of the influence of industrial wrbanization, it must not be
forgotten that the aged and the orphans need peychological and emotional secu-
rity along vith the economic. Orphanages and homes for the old do take care
of the economic needs but they have proved quite inadequate in providing the
necessary psychological and emotional satisfaction to the inmates which was
and still is provided by the joint-family in rural areas. At this point, the
local community can render very important service by planning for the care of
the aged, the poor, the handicapped, and the.orphans. If such matters are
made the sole responaibility of the State, institutions tend to become imper-
sonal, Much of the financial assistance may have to come from the State,

But the local community can give the human touch without which personal values

are lost.

Womsn's Role in the Emerging Femily and Society of Bombay

Urbanization has brought a revolutionary change in the status of Indian
women. It has "emancipated” them. The breakdown of the joint-family in Bombay
has two major influences upon the young brides.

The first is that the woman now has become the mistress of her own home.
She no longer has to live under the dictatorial and oppressive treatment of
her mother-in-lawv. Furthermore, as a member of the joint-family she was en-
gaged in domestic chores from morning until night, with no time which she
could call her own. But now various agencies in the city are providing ser-

vices and goods to meet the needs of the family. This affords the housewife
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more leisure, which can be spent creatively, provided she has developed inter-
ests vhich are helpful for social and personality development. In this situa-
tion she also needs to develop self-confidence in order to be able to act on
her own initiative. 8She can no more depsend upon her in-laws for direction
and guidance as in the rural family.

Secondly, by breaking away from the joint-family the husband and the wife
rov have the opportunity te know each other better and develop a feeling of
companionship based on love., This human relationship of love and mutual under~
standing enhances the position of the wvoman in the eyes of the husband. He
values her not only for the number of children she bears or the large dowry
she brings (they still do have influence), but also for the intrinsic persomal
qualities she possesses. (It is mo doubt true that in certain cases the dis-
covery of personal gqualities may become disappointing; bdut at laast the assess-
ment will be based on what a person is.)

Industrial urbanisation has also offered to women the opportunity to work
for vages. Ogburn and Nimkoff are of the opinion that employment of women has
played a significant part im the emancipation of women in the West.1> To a
eertain extent we can also say that industrial development has helped the
emancipation of Indian women. It is bdecoming inereasingly common in Bombay
for women to take up employment and subsidisze the family income. Thus as an
earning member she feels quite gualified to make domestic decisions which
othervise were being made only by the husband. Eeconomic independence makes

15¥1111am ¥, Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Teghnology and the Changing
Family (Boston 1955).
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the woman conscious of her rights. Working outside the home and coming in con-
tact with other people alsc broasden her outlock. Husbands in many cases are
happy at the prospect of their wives getiing jobs for it is an added source of
inceme to meet the family needs.

Urban conditions have also afforded women opportunities of education.
Pannikkar writes that "Hindu orthodoxy undermined its own citadel when it per-

mitted the education of wz:man."]‘6

The middle class in Bombay has been the most
enthusiastic in sending girls to schools and colleges. Education made them
realize the many injustices meted out to them in Indian society. The educated
women have formed women's organizations, such as the Women's India Association,
the All-India Women's Conference, etc., and now campaign for the uplift of
their less fortunate sisters in other parts of India.

It may be noted that these opportunities and facilities which urban con-
ditions provide to women for their personal development may create a family
pattern conducive to mutual and deeper personal relations or they may increase
family tensions and lead to divorce. Some of the advanced countries of the
West have suffered because their men and women did not realize that these new
opportunities afforded by society through urbanism also placed upon their
shoulders greater responsibilities.

In the nuclear urban family, the wife can no more be considered just

another person to work according to directions given. §She has to be a com-

panion of the husband and also responsible for the proper upbringing of the

16K, M. Pannikkar, Hindu Society at the Cross-roads (Bombay 1956), p. Tl.
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children. A woman who has not learned to think independently cannot perform
the duties of a wife and mother the way she is expected. The husband who has
little contact with his other relatives also has to seek help and advice on
crueial matters from his wife, Moreover, in the urban situation the mother's
influence and personality is of the utmost significance in moulding the values
and attitudes of the children. Therefore every woman especially in urban
areas, has to be provided the opportunity for developing her personality. She
has to have a correct understanding of the world in whieh her children are to
live, for then only can she prepare them to take their proper place in society.

In Bombay today, women have significant: openings for work. Kot only to
earn some momey by employment in industry, but also to enter the professions
and build careers for themselves, There is no area of public life in Bombay
gsoclety today where women are not making a real contribution. Therefore, the
speclal role of women in the larger spheres of social 1life as distinet from
thelr role in the family as wife and mother, needs seriocusly to be thought
out. Already nursing, teaching and social welfare are recognized areas where
women by their nature have a large part to play. And there is a natural gra-
vitation of working women to these spheres of activity. Even in the profes-
sions which have been traditionally the prerogative of men, the partnership
of women has brought a new quality of life. After all, with growing mechani-
zation of work, men have made themselves successful as cooks and in other
roles which have been traditionally women's Jobs. Indeed, 0ld boundary lines
are losing their meaning in a technically developing society. It means that
responsible partnership between men and women may ennoble life literally in

every walk of life.
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It is gratifying that in India, the rights of women bave been granted in
the fundamentel law of the land without a struggle. Recently the State by
passing acts in respect to marriage, divorce, succession, adoption and main-
tenance has given a generous hand to emancipate wonen.l7 Though achieved in
law, emancipation is yet to be realized in practical life. Nevertheleas it
should now be possible to develop the idea of men-women co=-operation as the
basis of healthy development in family, State and society. Emancipation
itself, whether already or yet to be realized, should be viewed in the light
of its social purpose, namely free and responsible partnership of men and

women in all walks of life. )

1Tmme Govermment of India (Publications Division), Hindu Marriage Act,
1955 (New Delhi, 1955).
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