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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Two of the most commanding public figures in eighteenth
century England were Edmund Burke and Charles James PFox.
Burke has an astonishing distinetion: as other English
statesmen, Fox and Pitt among them, exultantly cheered the
outbreak of the French Revolution, he, "wvirtually alone,"
discerned that a dangerous traill of violence would follow
its initiation. His 1790 Reflections on the Revolution in
France~~for its prophetic meassage, its literary splendor, '
and its ultimate historical impact--~has earned Burke immor-
tality.

But Burke's public contributions span & twenty-eight
year period of undivided dedication. At the disposal of
England he laid unparallelad natural gifts: ®S8o full and
ocultured a mind as Burke's,--s80 vivid an imagination, and
80 intense and catholic an interest in all human affairs,

past and present,--have never been placed at tae service of

1Will:lam Henry Davenport Adams, E lish Pert a%era
and English Parties, Walpole to Peele, naon. 4.




the state by anyone except Cieero.”z Burke's speeches and
writings mirrored an erudition unusually deep and wide. In
speaking he “could either bring his maeses of information to
bear directly upon the subjects to which they severally
belonged-—or he could avail hinself of them generally to
strengthen his faculties and enlarge his views--or he could
turn any portion of them to account for the purpose of
i1lustrating his theme or enriching his diction."3
Burke's public efforts were always consistent with a
comprehensive philosophical outlook and motivated by the
highest altruism. Throughout the American Reéalutionomfrcm
the earliest tremors to the final peace~-Burke displayed
the same adherence to principle, the same wise foresight

which distinguish his stand on the Prench Revolutions
undaunted by adamant opposition of King, Tory ministers,

281r George Otto Trevelyan, George %g%,charle Charlea Fox.
(London, 1929), I, 203. Hunt points out %%a icero was a
*model® to Burke "in character eloquence, policy, ethics,
and philosophy.® Reverend Wiliiam Hunt, 'Burkai Bdmund,"”

ctio f Bational Biography, edited by Leslie Stephen
and %Iﬁney %3' (london, %%ggi *II, 345, .
3
Lord Henry Brougham, Historical Sketches of Sta*eamen

0 FPlourished in the Time of Georgze 111, I (london

-7. %Ieaef writes ?EE?'EE urke spoke, "he never failed
to show the whole and every part, the ends and means, the
relation of means to means, add of means to ends, were all

within his grasp." Robert Bisset, The Life of Edmund Burke.
(Iﬂndon. 1800)' I’ 221¢
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and peopl@, by discouraged mutterings within his own party,
Burke led the Whigs in urging conciliation and recognition
of colonial righte. Ilater in his career, Burke paved the
way for a more humane colonial policy in India by his
persistent efforts to punish Warren Hastings' exploitation
of his colonial office. Burke brought to office enormous
genius and high political altruism; these contributions had
due impact on public policy.

Yet other aspects of Burke's life also establish his
eminence., Throughout his adult career, he wielded an
indefatigable pen, producing several significant literary
and political works. Brougham points out that Burke was
Pa writer of the first class, and excelled in almost every
kind of prose composition.”4 Two works especially merit
for him a "high place in literature®s his 1756 Vindication
of Natural Society, a masterly satire imitating the philos~
ophy and style of Bolingbroke, and his 1757 Philosophical

Inquiry into the Origin of OQur Ideas on the Sublime and the
Beautiful, an essay on esthetlic theory which Doctor Johnson

4Brougham, p. 176.

SHunt, p. 346.




"was one of the earliest to acknowledge...a model of“true

w6 The latter work Bisset calls "not

and refined criticism.
only an important aceession to philosophy, an exertion of
extraordinary genius, but a ground-work of extraordinary
fame.,"! Of Burke's multiple writings in the political field,

his 1770 pamphlet On the Cause of the Present Discontents,

Adans asserts, is not only notable for its style but ranks
as & "textbook of Whig prinaiples.’a And Burke's pamphlets
on the Prench Revolution, the aforementlioned Reflections

and the later letters on & Reglcide Peace, have guined Burke

a firm reputation for stylistic brilliance and political
wisdom.

Burke's talents were displayed not only in Parliament,
not only in literary and political writings, but also, as
might be expected, in conversation. Through the reputation
earned by the essay On the Sublime and the Beautiful, Burke
attracted the favor of Doctor Jahnson,9 becoming in 1764
a charter member of his famous club and remaining an intimate

friend of Johnson's until the latter's death. From Burke

GAdams, Pe 269,

TB1sset, I, 59.
aAdams, pe 279,

gBisset, I, 59.




alone, Johnson "would bear contradiction, which he would
tolerate from no other person."1o And in the club Burke's
"manners and colloguial talents rendered him the delight
and admiration of the company, but most of all of Johnmson,
who was the most capable of appreciating his excellence.
He remarked, that whenever he was in conpany with Burke
he went away more knowing snd wiser than he came, and that
every time they conversed, his mind was kept on the full

11 0f Johnson's companions, Bisset claims, Burke

stretch,
"was, beyond all others, the most highly admired."!2 ' With
Reynolds and Garrick Burke formed close friendships; Heynolds
deemed him "the best judge of pictures he ever knew."13

Thus are found in Burke qualities demanding our
instant admiration: intellectual range and wide erudition;

distinguished, balanced, judicious statesmanship; enormous

01p1d., p. 63.

111b1§., ppe 74=-5, Johnson on another occasion exclaimed,
"'Burke 1s never what we call hum-drum; never in a hurry o
begln conversation, at & loss to carry it on, or eager to leave
off.'* Adams adds, "Nor did he monopolize conversation...;
he was able to listen...., Few of his sayings have been pre-
served; but some of these lead us to wish that he, too, had
had his Boswell.™ Adams, p. 338.

12315set, I, 60.

13 bid.y p. 251. The author claims that Burke ®“had an
exquisite taste for the fine arts."




literary talent; and ability to earn the respect and friend-
ship of the most eminent literary and artistic men of his
age.

Charleg Janes Fox is another figure of unquestioned
natural gifts. Buckle called Fox "'one of the greuatest
statecsmen of the elighteenth cgntury,‘"14 and G. 0, Trevelyan
termed him "'our first great gtutesman of the modern school,'® 2
Throughout & long Parliamentary career, Fox displayed an
irresistible wigor and acuteness in debate. Lecky says of
Pox that "'That great nmester of persussive reasoning never
failed to nake everyysentence tell upon his hearers, to
employ precisely amd invariably the kind of arguments that
were most level with their understandings, to subordinate
every other consideration to the single end of convincing

16 And Robvert

and impressing those who were before him.'"
T. Oliver ssserts that "Mabel Platz was but steting the
universal Judgment when she wrote, 'for a union of oratorical
and emotional power with debating ability, Pox has never

been rivalled.'“17

4 4uoted from Buckle, History of Civilization, I, 409,
by Adams, p. 345 n..

15
Quoted by John Carswell, The 0l4 Cause; ?hree Blo-
granhiea Studies in Whiggisnm '(Iﬁ"ﬂon, 1351), pe

Quoted by Robert T. Oliver, F S
Burka{ Fox, sheridan, 2itt (Syraauee, T§%57, Pe 84.




Thile Burke's erudition was more universal, Fox wes
thoroughly familiar with several modern languages, with
history, and especlally with the elassioa.18 His politiecal
knowledge wasfvirtually unsurpassed: Brougham daclares,'
*it may be Queationed if any politician in any age ever
knew so thoroughly the various interests and the exact
positions of all the countiries with which his own had
dealings to conduct or relations to main#ain.”‘g

For twenty~two years Fox led the Whig party in Parliament;
for fifteen of those years he was the formidable rival of
William ‘Pitt. Although clearly a skilled practical politician,
Fox was, like Burke, a political alrulst: he too opposed the
injustices of the American wari he too labored for a fair
colonial policy in India. 'To his independent leadership
are credited the passage of the Libel Act, which enlarged
freedom of speech, and the abolition of the African Slave
Trade.

Burke and Fox, though equally outstanding in pudblic

life, were in temperament and personal habits glaringly

18&dama, P« 345.

193roughaa, p. 219, Buckle agrees that Pox "'was better
scquainted tham any other [statesman of his century/ with the
character and resources of those foreign nations with whieh
our own interests were intimately connected.'* Buckle, p. 409,
quoted by Adam3, Dp. 345 n.. '
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dissimilar. Burke led a sober, highly moral 1ife, centered
around family affairs, agricultural pursuits at his country
home, and friendships with the literary elite; "The dice and the
bottle which misled so meny of his contemporaries had for his
lofty Qature no attraetions."ao But Fox was one of those most
willingly misled: a freauenter of Newmarket, an enthusiastic
drinker, and a notorious gambler, Morley aptly characterizes
Pox as "dissolute, indolent, irregular, and ﬁhe most insensate
gambler that ever squandered fortune after fortune over the

faro-table."2!

In family background toq these men were anti-

thetical: whereas Burke rose from an undistinguished, middle-~

class Irish family, ?ox‘s parentage brushed English royalty.
Yet there existed between Burke and Pox s friehdahip

which Magnus calls "one of the wonders of the age.”22

What drew them together? Burke disliked Sheridan for his

shallowness and laxity23

3 why not also Fox? Burke was drawn
to Fox because he possessed virtues which so neutralized his

errors "that scarcely one of his friends could see them....“24

zoAdams ¢ Do 339.
21

John Morley, Burke (New York, 1879), pp. 116-7.
472251r Philip Magnus, Bdmund Burke: a Life (London, 1939),
Pe .

25ﬁorlay, p. 116,

24James Prior, Memoir of the Life and Character of the
Right Honorable Edmund Burke (London, 1889), I, 224,




His great personal magnetism drew the pralse of even his
political rivals®” and led Lord Holland to proclaim him
"*the best and greatest man of our time...beloved and alnost
adored by all who approached him.'"26 But there is no
warmer testimonial to Fox's virtues than Burke's own in
Parliament, February 9, 1790, PFox, he declared, "was of
the most artless, candid, open, and benevolent disposition;
disinterested in the extreme;/of & temper mild and placable,
even to & fault; without one drop of gall in his whole
constitution,"?7 /
Prom their first meeting Burke and Fox felt "the natural
attraction of cne first class mind for another"28; they
found that they had a common love of literature as well, .
4nd gradually Burke discovered Fox to be "as p&ssionate_fqr‘"
freedom, justice, and beneficence" as he hinself was; thesei
aims were to both egually real, equally constant, equally

overmaatering.29 On both the personal and the political

2501t0d from Buckle, p. 409, by Adams, p. 345 n..

26quoted from Lord Holland, Memoirs of the Wnig Party, I,
2723, by Adams, p. 346 n..

272 dmund Burke, The Speeches of the Right Honorable
Bdmund Burke, in the House gjfﬁégpong,anﬁ in Westninster Hall

(London, 1616), 111, 459,
28magnua, P B85.
zgmorley, p. 117.
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levels, then, sﬁrong‘tiea-united then,

The relationship between 3ﬁrke and Pox, deep and intimate
from its initiation, endured deep and intimate for'fwenty—
seven years. 1t spanned all the years of Burke's parliamentary
activity and nearly all of Pox's; it underlay many of the
public standpoints taken by both men, many of their actions
in private life. TFrom 1ts pivotal position in their lives
alone it deserves study. But as & key to character, as a
spotlight on politieal history, the culmination of theif
association is the most illumiﬁatings after close pérsonai
and public interactlion for twenty-seven years--after doth
‘had made strenuous personal sacrifices to maintain that
intimacy--an irremediable breach burst open between Burke
and Fox, a breach ultimately caused by an antithesis of
character and political outlook.

The Burke-Fox relationship, therefore, clearly merits
scholarly attention: not only because the men concerned are
eminent, not only because their relationship was unique in
1ts initiation, long in duration, wide in personal and public
repercussions, not only because it is itself fraught with
drama--but also because virtually no thorough scholarly

attention has been given it. One study, Christopher
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Eobhouse's "Burke and Fox,“Bo awards the relationship specific
and undivided inspection, but leaves the personal facet
unplumbed, summarizing only the political association, and

that briefly. lost biographics of Burke snd of Fox nmentionm
aspects of their association, sometiuwes examining in detail,
but do not satisfy the need for & specific, unified, thorough
study. Material on the relstionship is scattered through these
blographies, through political histories, tbrough menoirs of
the pericd. Two other immensely rich sources of insight—-
entirely unexploited--are the uncollected and unedited
correspondence hetween Burke and Fox and the parliamentary
speeches of both,

The purpose of this paper is, by utilizing these sources
of information on Durke end Pox, to iniﬁiate‘more specific
scholarly exanlnation of their personal and public relstion-
ship--an area in each of their biographies toc important to
rensin neglected,

Since the association is both personal and publie,
both aspects will be explained as they simultaneously

evolve, And because this paper aims primarily to contridbute

301n Prom Anne to Victoria, edited by Bomamy Dobree
(Tondon, Yy Ppe 3 "
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to bilographical information about 3Burke and Fox, aspects of
character and of political opinion which relate to the
assoclation will be spdtlighted throughout. The relationship
itself--in’personal and public aspects-~-falls very naturally
into chronological phases: the period between 1764 and 1782,
during which the personal and political alliance began and
became solidified; the period between 1782 and 1791, during
which gradual perscnal and political differences developed;
and the period between 1791 and 1797, during which parsonal
and political divergences climaxed in an irrevocable breach.
These three major phases are studlied in separate chapters,

A final summarizing chapter closes the paper, followed by the
bibliography.




CHAPTER II
GRAVITATIOR TO FUSION: 1764 T0 1782

Edmund Burke was born in Dublin on January 12, 1729.1
the younger son of a Protestant attorney, Richard Burke, and
a Catholic mother. Hié boyhood activity restricted by
i1l health, Edmund hecﬁme an assiduous reader, a practice
he was to continue throughout 1ife. Sent for his health to
his uncle's country home, young Burke received his basic
education from a Castletown Roche schoolmaster¢2 From
1741 to 1743, he attended a classical academy at Ballitore,
run by Abraham Shackleton for the Society of Priends.-

Here, writes Adams, Burke "was conspicuous for his stead-
fast application, his retentive memory, and quick appre-
hension,*4 studying with delight in his spare time history,

1Date given by Bunt, p. 345, and elsewhere, Disagree-
ment about Burke's birthdate arises, however, from the dis-
crepancy between the recorde of Trinity College and Burke's
Beaconsfield memorial plaque: the former would place the
birthdate at 1728, the latter at 1729, (Reverend J.G.
HacLeod, "The Domestic life and Personal Character of Bdmund
Burke,” Month, XXXIVIII [Pebruary, 1880J , 241.) Adams, p.
262, however, blithely announces January 1, 1730, as the date.

2‘.&3”’ P. 262,

’Ibid., and Hunt, p. 345.

4Adama. PP. 2623,
13
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poetry, and old chivalrie romaﬁ;es‘s Under Shackleton's
guidance, Burke formed his life-long habit of Bible reading;
through this Quaker, and perhaps also through his own
religiously-~divided parentage, Burke developed an early
tolerance for religiouéldiésentersso—a belief which he was
later to defend publiecly. He personally became an ardent
bellever in the Church of England.

In April of 1743, Burke entered Trinity College, Dublin,’
where he studied "diligently but in a desultory fashion."®
But during his time at Trinity, Burke showed power as a
versifier and translator and devoted himeself especially to
the atudy of the classics, history, metaphysics, and general
literature. Among the great men he studied, favorites were
Smollett, FPielding, le Sage, Addison, Shakespeare, Plutarch,
Demosthenes, Sophocles, ILucretius, Virgil, and Horaoo.g

Having gained his B. A. in 1748, Burke left Trinity
for London to study law in the HMiddle Temple. More drawn
to literary studies, he dropped lew in 1753, For a few

5}3}&0, P‘ 263, ’
slbldc' PDe 263~4,

Tibid., p. 264, Goldemith was at that time also a
pupil a rinity‘

SHunt, p. 345.
gAdama, PP. 264-5,
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years after 1750, Burke traveled around England, and in London
Garrick, #acklin, and Murphy became "constant assoclates.®
Throughout this period, Burke diligently labored to "perfect
his faculties and to learn all he could about everything.'1o
Something of an epoch began in Burke's life when in 1758
his father, disappointed in Edmund's defection from the 1aw,1’
withdrew his allowance; he was foreed to rely on his literary
pursuits for income. In the spring of 1756 he published his
skiliful satire of Bolingbroke, The Vindication of Hatural
Sogletys shortly thereafter the even more important Philosoph~

ical Inguiry into the Origin of Our Ideas on the Sublime and
the Beautiful,

The latter work had enormous effect: "Ite popularity was

inmediate, It wae read in every 'polite cirele,! and dis-
cussed by every literary club, Memn of mark sought the

»12 ren such as Sir Joshua Reynolds

acquaintance of its author,
and Doctor Johnson. Bisset writes that "intimste friendship“
rapidly followed their acquaintance with Burke; Johnson was

qulck to discern in Burke “that extraordinary genius and know-

’OQuotatiqns just given are from Ibid., p. 266,
MHunt, p. 345.
12&.&&!&&, PB» 263‘90
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ledge which the world'arterwards saw.‘13

In 1757 Burke married a Miss Nugent, daughter of his
physician,‘4 and in spite of his embryonic fame, the young
writer underwent a considerable struggle to achieve a firm
position. He did much writing after 1757, publishing that
year An Account of European Settlements in America and part
of the Abridgement of the History of Bngland.'® 1In 1759
appeared the first volume of his work for Dodsley's Annual

Regggtar;16

yeara.

Burke contlinued to write for Dodsley for some

A genulne turning point in Burke's carser was his
introduction in 1759 to Gerard Hamilton. That statesman,
appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland, invited Burke to
accompany him as & friend and private secretary, and in

1761 they departed for Ireland, Burke returned to England

13B1sset, I, 59, 62.

14Doctor Nugent was an esteemed scholar (Adams, p. 270),
and became with Burke a charter member of Johmson's clud
(Bisset, I, 64); his daughter Jane was for Burke "a perfect
wife" (Adams, p, 270).

15?he remainder of this history was published posthum-
ously (Hunt, p. 346). Adams comments that Burke was not eminent
as & historlan:s ™His genius and his inclination alike pointed
to a political career...."” (p. 271)

163urke did notadble sketdes of contemporary history end
"dispassionate Judgments of public men.® Adams, p. 271.
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in 1763 because he needed more time for literary work;17
agaln he went to Ireland but in 1764 broke decisively with
Hamilton, apparently because he had been "unjustly and even
insolently treated."18 The alliasnce with Hamilton had been
of value to Burke's career, however: through the office he
met many important people in government circles.19

After his arrival in BEngland im 1764, Burke renewed
his literary friendships, becoming in May--with Reynolds,
Goldsmith, and others--—a charter member of Johnson's literary
club, His conversational adeptness and pleasing manners
"made him one of its chief ornaments.“zo And he soon
becane known and edmired by the highest society in the
fashionable and the political uorlda.z1

In 1765 Burke's real political career was launched:
introduced to the Marquis of Rockingham, leader of the Whigs
in Commons, Burke became his private secretarys and when
Rockingham became Ninister, Burke was elected to Parliament

as a member for Wendover, taking hie seat on January 14, 1766.

"Hunt, p. 346.
13&dama, Pe 273,

1%@1, Pe 347.

201p44.
213185et, I, 124-5, 128.
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Once in Parliament, Burke "revealed a vein of oratory so
beautiful and so profound® that within the six months of his
party's ministry, he "made himself felt as a political forae.“z2
{The "fire and freedom®™ of his first speech, on the Stamp

"~ jict, prompted the elder Pitt to commend him personally and

to congratulate the Whigs ™on the value of the acquisition

they had made."‘z3 Thus . encouraged, Burke continued to speak
frequently, always with attgntive audiences., Gradually,

because of Rockingham's poor oratory and poor health, the

young secretary began to take the lead in the party. His
positive stand against taxation and coercion of the American
colonists soon became party policy.24

What of Pox during this time? Born twenty years after

Burke, in London, January 24, 1749, Pox came from a much

22Hobhouse, P. 393,
23Adama, pp. 274, 275.

24Doctor Johnson had forseen Burke's phenomenal successs

when at the clud Sir John Hawkine "expressed surprise at Burke's
rowing reputation,” Johnson exclaimed, "'Sir, there is no

onder at all. We, who know dr. Burke, know that he will be

ne of the first men in the country.'" And in a letter to
ngton, March 9, 1770, Johnson wrote, "'We have had the less of

urke's company since he has been engaged in public business, in
hich he has gained more reputation than perhaps any man at his
irst appearance ever gained before. ... Burke is a great man

Y nature, and is expected soon to attain civil greatness.'®
uoted by Ibid., p. 275. ! ‘

v
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more distinguished family, His father was Henry Pox, the
firat lord Holland; his mother lLady Georgina Caroline,
dnughter of Charles, the second Duke of Richmond. In Fox's
childhood, "attention was dArawn to the precocity of his
intelligence and the amiability of his disposition,"Z”
Lack of religious training compocunded with parental indulgenoe,
unfoitunately, left Pox with little self-discipline: through-
out his life he was spontaneous, impulsive, socially unin-
hibited. Early he formed the habit of "thinking with freedom
and speaking with readinese"26~—hoth of which qualities had
influence on his later political orientation and debating
effectiveness. |

Tox's first schooling was gained at the preparatory
institution at ﬂahdsworth; he entered Eton in 1758 where he
stuiled under the Reverend Mr. Francis, a Horace translator.
In lay 1763, Fox's father, “"who strove his utmost to spoil
him, carried him off from school to the galeties of Paris
and Spa and initiated him into the mysteries of play, It
wag then he acquired that fatal passion for gambling which,

in after life, proved so diaastrous."27 After this

2511)1(13, Pe 351,
26prior, I, 224,
gvkdama, Ppe 351-2. Fox's brother Stephen, likewise

stigg%ated, became an equally extravagant gambler, Ibid.,
P. .
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delightful sojourn, young Fox returned to Eton to remain until
the summer of 1764; he entered Hertford College, Oxford, in
October., There he gained his enduring interest in the classics,
languages, and history; earned a reputation in debate; and
demonstrated an intense interest in public events. Many at
this time, in fact, predicted his future politiecal greatness.za
Prom the latter part of 1766 to 1768--while Burke's
reputation in Commons was rising--Pox traveled on the Continent,
assiduously studying Prench and Itelian literature and composing
much French verse., Although he "took extraordinary pains to
polish his attempts,” Fox was never to develop into a powerful
writer.2? Wnile he was st1ll roaming the Continent, in May
1768, Fox was returned ‘to Parliament with a Tory seat for
Hidhurst purchaszed by his benevolent father. Whereas anke
had entered Parliament at the age of thirty-five, with strong
political convictions, firm religious beliefs, deep learning,
and a well-deserved literary reputation, Poxy-="aceomplishad
Oxonian student, Parisian dandy, and london gambler, " w.

slipped in at nineteen.Bo Yet he was an extraordinarily

aancharles James Fox;' Honth, VI (January, 1867), 33-4.
29Adams, pPe 354,
3oolivar, Pe. 45.
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precocious nineteen; his early promise was to flower in full in
the years to cone,

Friendship had already grown up between Fox and Burke by
the time the young man entered Parliament; they had probably
met while he was still an undergraduste at Eton. There is
gsome contiroversy over the date of their firsf meeétings
although Prior31 and other socholars claim that they had been
personally ascquainted since 1766, the tesfimonies of both
Burke and Fox prove that they could have known each other as
early as 1763, They certainly were acquainted by 1764, Burke
said in a speech in Parliament M;y 11, 1791, that Fox "had |
been brought to him" at the age of fourtean;32 Fox was
fourteen in 1763 (becoming fifteen in January 1764). And
Lucy Sutherland writes, "Fox had referred to Burke in 1764
as 'one of the most agreeable men I have known."33 And by
1766, indeed, the two were intimate. Writing to Sir George
Haccartney on March 14th of that year, Pox praises a speech

which the former had sent him, commenting, "'I heve shown

31Prior, I, 222. BHunt, p. 352, writes that the two were
intimate "at least as early as 1766,"

323Hrke, §Eeeeh08’ “, 35;

33Luey Sutherland, ed., The Correspondence of Edmund
%gg%%, under the gencral editorship o omas W, Copeland,
(Cambridge, Eng., 1960), 51 n.. This source is not again
cited; the edition of Burke's correspondence hereafter cited
is Pitzwilliam and Bourke's (see below, n. 77).
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it to very few people. Mr, Burke admires 1t'vast1y.'"34

Pox had come to know Burke, then, at the time when the
latter was very highly regarded in literary and social ciroles
and just about to launch into a remarkably successful politiecal
career, Before Fox himself entered Parliamsnt,-Burke had -
attained great public renown. The open, amiable undergraduate
eagerly admired the eminent man twenty years his senior; and
Burke, "the most thoughtful and imaginative orator of his
day[;] often laid aside the routine of business to converse
by the hour with a youth to [ gle [ whose precocious mind few
pathe of literature or science were wholly untrodden.'35
Despite the fact thaf Fox's character was very unlike his
own, Burke found that Fox shared his own literary interests,
his own generous altruistic sympathies; in Burke's owa words,
he discovered im the youth "the most promising talenta®™ which

n36

he %*used his best endeavors to cultivate. Pox had reason

to state many years later that he "had learnt more from [ Burké]

3-“Iam:'d John Russell, ed., Memorials and Correspondence
of Charles James Fox (London, T853), I, 256,

35”Gharles James Fox,® p. 34.

36

v, 35 Speech in Parliament, May 11, 1791, from Burke, Speeches,
? » . ’
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than from all the men with whom he had ever converaed.“37
Their private relationship, then, began at lesst as
early as 1764; their public interaction was initiated four
years later. At the start of his public career, Fox, in
general, exhibited more of promise than of political depth:
although he much impressed the House with his speaking ability,
he mimicked hie father's Tory ideas, and it was obvioua,.
says Walpole, that he "'had not yet thought out his politieal
principles...."38 Between his public debut as a Tory in
1768 and 1774, then, Fox and his friend Burke were committed
té political opposition, On the principal questions between
1768 and 1770--Jdohn Wilkaé' election and American affairs—-
Pox and Burke took antithetical stands. Fox strenuously
defended, with the other Tories, Wilkes' expulsion from
Parliament; Burke stood adamantly opposed. And when the Tory
ministers reacted to American discontent with additional
repressive measures, Fox sided with them, while his friend

Burke eloquently pleaded for recognitiom of colonial claims.

37Spoech in Parliament on February 9, 1790, quoted from
ivid., III, 467.

3Bﬂoraae W#alpole, quoted by Adams, p. 355,
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When Lord Horth's government was formed in 1770, young
Fox was named Jord of the Admiralty; by this time, writes
Walpole, he was "'already one of l?ommons' best speakers.‘“39
But Fox had earned wide notoriety by his tremendous gambling
extravagances, and his appointment was "illnreceived“4o by
the public. Raikes declared in his Journal in 1770 that
Fox "'was the most undaunted and the most unsuccessful gambler
~at Brookes'. He was often heard to say that the greatest
pleasure in life was winning at hazard, and the next ap-
proaching to it was losing at hazard.'"41 His political
position, therefore, despite his very evident debating ability,
appeared unpromising. 4and throughout 1770 and 1771 he
continued, unthinking, to adhere to Tory policies.

But his friend Burke now had gained unquestioned pre-
eninence: in 1770 hevattracted further national recognition
and regenerated his party?? by writing On the Cause of the

Present ﬁiseontenta, and by introducing into Parliament his

eight resolutions for conciliation with America.’ mow

3%1Ib1d., p. 356.

4922&Q-~

41Ra1kea, Journal, III, 121, quoted by Ibid..
*2Hunt, p. 351.

43Through his fervent espousal of the colonial cause,
Burke was appointed the agent of Kew York State in 1771.




25

clearly acknowledged the leader of the Whigs, Burke was,
whenever he spoke, eagerly heard, for "In every political
question which engaged the attention of the House, Burke
evinced the range of his intellectual powers, the warmth

of his sympathy with truth and justice, the solidity of

nis judgment .4

These marks of Burke's wisdém and genius were not
without impact on his young friend. The fact that in 1771
doubts arose im Fox's mind about certain former political
actions of his:fatner's, writes Russell,

confirms, that Charles Fox, in his early years,
even in the heat of party and personal contention
in Parlisment, was singularly attentive to the
facts and mexims of his adversaries, and began
early to sift and examine the soundness of those
doetrines in support of which accident and his
father's situation had engaged him., Burke's
pamphlet on the Discontents, his own familierity
with that very able man, and his observation and
candour, gradually prepared his mind for the
adoption of more gemerouse, elevated, and sound
principles of public econduct thag those which
had been instilled into him....4

It is clear, as Adams46 and others also point out, that

after th;s time Fox's discontent with his inherited -

44Adams, PP 282-3.5
' 453ussell, ed., Memorials of Fox, I, 69.
46pp. 357, 359.
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political opinions was mounting, that Burke's influence on
his thinking waa(conaiderable. 8peaking of PFox's political
opinions in 1774, Hunt claims that he "had always looked
up to Burke as his master in politica.”47
In 1772 Pox's tendency toward independent thinking
broke into the opens he resigned the Rorth ministry to
oppose with Burke George III's Royal larriage Bill. Russell
testifles again that the weight of Burke's personal influence
in Pox's act was heavy.48 Despite his temporary alliznce with
them, however, Fox did not connect himself with the opposition
but returned the next year to the Korth nministry as Junior '
Lord of the Treasury. During his retirement, however, Russell
writes, Pox "braced his mind to the independent exercise of
his faculties,"*3
His gambling excesses were now mushrooming. A few
nights prior 4o his motion for the repeal of the Marriage
Act, Fox borrowed 10,000 pcduds for a night of gambling in
London with his brother Stephen., Walpole records these
extraordinary detailss

47Hlmt’ P 352,
48Russell, ed., Hemorials of Fox, I, 90.
491v14..
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"They began by pulling off thelr embroidered

clothes and putting on frieze great coats, or

turned their coats inside outwards for luck.

They put on pileces of leather (such as are

worn by footimen when they clean the knives)

to save their laced ruffles, and, to guard

thelr eyes from the light and to prevent

tumbling their hair, wore high-crowned straw

hats with broad brims and adorned with flowers .

and ribvbons; masks to conceal their emotions

when they played at quinze. ... They borrcwed 50

of the Jews great sums at exorbitant premiums.””
By 1774 Fox's "passion for gambling had plunged him into an
ocean of debt."51 Although by this time, Pox had gained
"considerable reputation®™: in the country and attentive
audiences in the Housme, 1%t is small wonder that, as Adams
reports, his influence was diluted by these axcessea.sz

Because of his licentious conduct, because of his
association with Burke, and because of his new independence
of thought, Fox's career struck a turning point in 1774:
on February 28th he was dismissed from the FNorth ministry.
Pirst on the list of causes was George III's personal |

disgust at Fox's immorality: he wrote to North on February

15¢%h regarding Pox, "'Indeed, that young man has so thoroughly

cast off every prineiple of common honor and honesty, that

SOEntry in Memoirs, January 6, 1772, quoted by Adams,

pP. 258,
51 1774 Lord Follan: vastly relleved Fox's anxieties

by taking care of an sccumulated debt of 140,000 pounds,
Adams, p., 364.

221pi14..
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he must become as contemptible as he is odious,'™ insisting
that Korth show his disapproval %o Fox.SSSQOQndly, it appears
that Forth himself for.“some time before®" the dismissal had
been admonishing Fox for his close associations with members

of the opposition such as Burke; Pox blatantly ignored these
warninés.54 Pinally, Pox infuriated doth fhe King and Horth

by suddenly opposing George's pet, the Royal Family Bill, The
resﬁlt was this incisive message from North: *'His liajesty

has thought it proper to order a new Commission of the Treasury
to be made out, in which I do not see your name, -—Borth.'*ss
A new phase was about to begin in the pudblic relation&hip
between Burke and Fox. During the entire period of Fox's public
activity, the American question had been growing more critical.
Pox had made no firm personal commitment on the question prior .
to his dismissal; that event and his father's death Just after
it severed his Tory ties and freed him to decide 1ndépendently,

53

Quoted by Russell, ed., Memorials of Fox, I, 96. Indeed
Pox's dissipation warranted oijecf!on: the EIEﬁt before he ’
Eoved his opposition to the Pamily Bill, Fox was returning from

ewnmarket (where he'd lost some thousand pounds), stopped at
ockerell ‘and spent the entire night drinking, and landed in
Parliament sleepless and without having even drawn up his bili,
(A contemporary, Mr. Crawford's, account, quoted by Adams, p. 361)

54p1sset, I, 341-2.

2Squoted by Edward lascelles, The Life of Charles James
Fox (New York, 1936), pp. 50-1.
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And the rush of events soon brought him to a decision: news
56

of the Boston Tea Party reached England in March, ~and on

the thirty-first of that month the North ministry rushed

through the first of the "Intolerable Acts," the firm repress-

ive measures which provoked the war.57

The "Intolerable Acts® affected Burke and Fox in precisely

the same way: "Burke opposed every step in this course of

«58

events, and the coercive measures "converted Pox fronm a

wavering supporter into a determined foe of the &ovarnment*"sg

Pox bdecame one of the most adamant enemies of North's polioiea.ﬁo‘
That Pox was uncommitted at the time of criesis in Amer- \

ican relations had much to do with his decision on the question?'y

56 , ,
Lord John Russell, The Life and Times of Charles James
Pox (London, 1859-66), i,‘g%;é“*— — 2= I

5THelen Rex Eeller, The Dictionary of Dates (New York,
’934); Pe 38, '

P litiBRoss g.s; go§f?§n, and ﬁagl Le;aek, eds., Burke'
0 $ Selected ¥r ;§gs and Speeches of Edmund Surke o
Reform, Revolution, and War (New York, 1949), P. 56. 2
59
A.W, Ward and others, eds., Cambridge lModern Histo
VI (New York, 1911), 446. ’ *

SOJehn lawrence Le Breton Hammond, Charles James Fox,
a Politieal Study (London, 1903), p. 217,

3621Busse11, ed., Memorials of Fox, I, 113, and Adanms,
Pe .
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His natural tendencles, springing from a generous, open,
undisciplined nature, led him to strong sympathy with any
whose rights were unjustly interfered with. And while Chatham
was able to fill Pox "with faith in the essential justice of
the American cauae,'sz Burke's persistent, well-reasoned
policy on the matter of coercion unquestionably served as
the gulding light to Fox, Prior ascribes to Burke the
*orincipal® credit for PFox's conversion, because of his
"pointing out the way for him to pursue,” and his "constant
teaching and prompting on the aubject.”63 Por, as Hobhouse
puts it, "In Burke's American speeches there 1s a note that
rings true--a true wisdom, a true paession. Burke had found
himself at last, and as his genius rang itself out in these
noble phrases, it struck some echo in Pox's mind, some vein
of altruism and sincerity....“64 Ten years of personal
friendship too, no doubt, added persussive power %o Burke's
argunents. That Burke was the major inflnenéa is further
demonstrated by the fact that, once his decision was made,
Fox gravitated toward the Rockingham rather than the Chathanm
‘branch of the Whigs.

62
P.A. Mumby, George III and the American Revolution:
The Beginnings. tBoston. 19237, p. 351,

63Pricr. I, 226.
64Hobhouae, p. 397.
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Thus opened & new phase in the Burke-Pox relationship—
a phase of complete political fusion. Fox dld not officially
ally himself with the Rockingham party until 1778 or 1779 dut
after Harch 1774 acted with 1%.65. ¥hen Burke made his speech
on American Taxation on April 19th, Fox spoke with him; both
varned that Ministry policy would lead to open rebellion.66
From this time forward, throughout the war, they were %to act
wholly in unison,

Because their talents soc beautifully complemented one
another, "the union of the two strengthened immeasurably the
quality of the opposition in the Commone.”67 Burke, with
firm politieal policy and lofty oratorical power, had
established himself as a public force. But Fox's acecession,
nonetheless, was an * inmense gain® to the party;68 for
although at first he was strictly & disciple, ®learning
his politics all anew" from Burke, Pox,--with his spontan-
eity, his enthusiesm, "his matchless powers of persuasion,'sg

--could argue with an electric, immediate effect that

65Russe11, ed., Memorials of Fox, I, 138, and Hagnus, p. 854

ssLascelles, Ppe 55~T.

67magnus, P. 85,
68Adams, pe 365.

Sgﬂebhcuse, p. 397.




32

Burke's detailled, philosophical oratory could not rival.7o

The tide of events rolled against the Whigs and their
ally Pox, however; firmly backed by English public opinion,71
George III and hie ministers sent General Gage to Hassachusetts
with strict orders to stamp out the coloniel uprising. Well-
rounded72 Whig hopes that reconciliation could yet be achleved
were dashed when the November 1774 Parliament enacted still
more repressive measures. ZFngland and Americs hurtled on
toward war.

In the motives of Fox and Burke for opposing these
Ministry messures there appears a subtle but highly significant
differences it is plvotal to thelr later divergence over the
French Revolution, DBurke's hatred of Ministry policy was

‘deeply grounded in his belief in liberty and Jjustice: as he
exclaimed in Bristol, October 13, 1774, "'I have never meant
to put any colonist, or eny human being, in a situation not

beconming a free man.“*73 But in addition, he opposed the

70}&&311113, pp, 86-T.

T Bertram Fewman, Edmund Burke (Londom, 1927), p. 99,
writes, "in adopting coercive measures the Xing had publie
opinion behind him“; Sir John Fortescue, The History of the
Brit%sh Army, III (London, 1902), 46, wrifes, "Intense
ﬁirB ation‘ wea arocused in England by %“the violent behavior

‘ D8RONu s e

72Russell, Life and Times of Fox, I, 70.

73Qn9ted by Hoffman and Levack, p. 61.
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Rorth government's measures because he knew they were "des-

troying the imperial unity he passionately désired to preserve,

Because of this fear, he rejected taxation as inprudent; on
A»ril 19, 1774, he declared, "‘*Reflect how you are to govern
a vreople who think they ought to be free and think they are
not, Your scheme ylelds no rewvenue; it yields nothing but
discontent, disorder, disobedienee.;.""75 Hating coercion
for the same reason, he emphasized the basis for his stand
in a March 22, 1775, speech for conciliation: ®'my opninion
is much more in favor of prudent management than of force;
considering forece not only as an odious but a feeble instr-

unent for preserving a people sc numerous, so active, so

growing, so spirited as thias, in a profitable and subordinate

connection with us.'" He argued that force was inexpedient
because as an lnstrument of rule it was dut temporary,
uncertain, destructive,and untrie&.76

But Fox was never the deep thinker that Burke was:

Yox's natural roliticel orientation secemed %0’ dépend not upon

a firm philogophicel system but upon his generous, sympathetie

T41p14..
755peech on American Taxatidn, guoted by ;b;ga..p. 59.
76Quoted by Ibid., pp. 68-9,

E
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natural impulses: he was characteristically passionate to see
all men free. His rage and frustration over Gage's successful
bullying in Massachusetts, mirrored in his first letter to
Burke on October 13, 1774,77 is definitely motivated by this ’
passion for liberty. He writes,

¥hat a dismal plece of news! and what a melancholy

consideration for all thinking men, that no people,

animated by what principle soever, can make a

successful resistance to military discipline. I

don't know that I was ever so affected with any

public event, either in history or in life. ...

But to complain is ugeless, and I cannot bear to

glve the tories[:el the triumph of seeing how

dejected I am at heart. Indeed, I am not altogether

80 much so about the particular business in question,

which I think very far from being decided, as I am

from the sad figure that men make against soldiers.
Lascelles points out that, throughout his life, Fox *intensely
disliked the idea of coercion dy force of arma.”78 His declar-
ation in Octobder, 1776, carries the implicit suggestion that
in the American conflicet his love of liberty overrode his desire
to preserve the union: ®'the nobdble lord who moved the amendment
said that we were in the dilemma of conquering or abandoning
America; if we are reduced to that, I am for abandoning

America."79 What at this time appears to be a strong liberal

o 4
chard K.C.B. (Iﬂndaﬂ, 1844)' I, 493-5.

7?1
n Edmand Burke orrespondence of the Right Honorable
Edmund Burke Between the Year iﬁ%%i and the ?ero% o?f H%a
g§ceaae ii 1797, ed. by Charles 1fam, Rarl Fitewilllam, and
r urke,
78

Iascelles, p. 55.
79Quoted by Hammond, p. 212,
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tendency later in Fox's careen broadens into a eredo.

Thus perhaps in the American conflict we see the germ
of difference between the fundamentally conservatlve Burke
and the fundamentally liberal Fox. During the American war,
however, these tendenclies were not absolutely clear-cut, as
later they were to become. But regardless of whether their
motives differed in emphasis, in the North paliciea Burke
and Fox faced the challenge of an allen ad#ersary; they
united to overthrow it.

Throughout the war Burke and Fox persisted in strenuous
but frustrating opposition to Hinistry pollicles. ¥inding
popular support squgrely behind the King and augmented by
Howe's easy victorles, in 1776 the Rockingham party deter~’
mined to secede from Parliament when American affalrs were
discussed. Burke labored to inspire his group with boldness
and defliance in this act, dut meny of his colleagues»—with,
the obvious exception of Pox--had almost lost the will to
£ight.%0 More English victories in 1777 intensified their
depression, but when Burgoyne met defeat at the end of that

8°In 1777 Burke wae exasperated when his associates
only lethargically opposed a partial suspension of the
Habeas Corpus act, a change which Burke feared dangerous to
English erties (Hoffman and Levack, pp. 94-6). His
vexation at thelr tepidity is evident in his letter to Pox,
October 8, 1777, found in BEdmund PBurke, The Works of the
ight Honorable Edmund Burke, 4th udition, YI (Boston, 1871),

-.Tm
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year, hope again rekinalea,5! By 1780 the tide of war was
turning toward the Reekinghams' position, and that year
Burke made an influential speech advocating economy and
retrenchment, Soon the Rockinghanm crusade was to culminate
in victory.

During the American war the personal alliance between
Burke and Pox was as firm as their political union. An
abundance of evidence demonstretes this fact. PFor one thing,
Burke nominated Fox to Johmson's club, and on March 25, 1774,
--a month after his dismissal from North's ministry--Fox
was admitted to membership.82 Secondly, thrcugh all their
letters during the period shines great personal warnmth.
Selutations and closes of all five letters——especially those
four written by ?ox—éare remarkably, unreservédly affectionate,
and the tone snd content of the letters indicate that high
respect for one another and considerable warmth permested

their association. Harks of personal consideration such as

81
‘Charles R, Ritchescni British Polities and the A -

ican Revolution (Norman, Okla,, ¢. 1954), p. .

82
Carl B. Cone, Burke and the Nature of Politics: The
égg.gg the American Revolutlon (lexington, EVes 1957), De
« Regarding Yox's conduct at the club, Bisset writes,
"Pox was generally silent in the company of Johnsof. e
His taciturnity, probably, proceeded from & desire for
information end instructiom...." (I, 384)
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Pox's almost obsequious queryaa'ae to whether Burke would wish
him to see anyone while in Ireland; personal greetings relayed
to and from the intimates of one another;84 and teasing, playful
remarks such as Burke's "I now sl% down with malice prepense to
kill you with a very long 1etter*85 and Fox's "Indeed, my dear
Burke, it requires all your candour and reverse of selfishness

:.:%6 be in patience with that raécally city’l%ristui] after
‘ «86

the way ip which 1t has behaved to you""  --all amply demonstrate
that the friendship had gained a deep and sure footing.

That the personal and public facets of the union closely
interact is evident from the heterogeneous content of the

letters throughout their association. The five letters

% Letter of September 8; 1777: "I thought you would like
to know my intention in case there should be any body whom you
would wish me %o see, or to whom you would wish to be remembered,
If that should be the ca.aeg you will be 30 good as to direct to
?? a?aghe Duke of Leinster's, Dublin."  Burke, Correspondence,

’ .

8413 the letter cited above Fox writes "Pray make my com-
pliments to Mrs. Burke, eic." (Ibid.) but by the next year he
has considerably more conlidence: My love to every body" (Lettex
of June or July, 1778, from Ibid., p. 225). Burke sends warm
greetings to Pox's friend Townshend and relays the salutations
of his family in his October 8, 1777, letter (Burke, Works, p.
147), and Pox's 1778 letter shows that Burke had included Fox's
close friend Pitzpatrick in a dinner invitation (Burke, Corres-

ondence, II, 225??

BSBurke, Works, p. 137.

- 2:§Letter of June or July 1778 from Burke, Correspondence,
[ -
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during the American war show very clearly the character of
their political relationship. Although Pox does occasionally
assert very positive, independent political opinions, although
Burke shows definite respect for his young friend's talents
and opinions, indubitadbly Burke acts as the political master;
Pox as the pupil.

Pox shows himaelf to be both grateful and humble in his
relations with his teacher. Por one thing, Pox's letters are
riuch more frequent than Burke's--four of the five during this
period were writteh by Fox; in the later period, however,
this proportion was %o reverse completely. Secondly, Fox's
letters indicate, in general, heavy dependence upon Burke's
political guidance. An outsitanding example of his attitude
is furnished in the September 15, 1780, letter, the majority
of which 1is consumed with Pox's mental turmoil over the
stand he took on “"popery" during the Westminster election
then in progress. A voter, he writes, had asked him on the
hustings whether he would work to repeal the "“popish bill®;
when Pox answered that he would not, the man refused to #ote.
Pox was later persuaded to make a st&tement that he would
not support measures "prejudicial to the protestant religion
or tending to eastablish popery™ in England. Over this appear-

ance of compromise he has now become uneasy. He pours out
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his sense of guilt to Burke:

by referring for my future conduct to my past,
nobody can asccuse me of having done any thing mean,
or gone at all from our ground, whiech I would not
give up for all the elections in the world. ...

I have dwelt upon this rather long, because if any
one were to think that I have given up, in the
smallest degree, the great cause of toleration for
the sake of a point of my own, I should be the most
miserable man in the world, amidst all the acclama-
tions which are st this nmoment dinning in my ears,
and for which you know I have as nmuch taste as any
man. Pray quge me severely, and say whether I have
done wrong.

Finally, Burke's one letter, October 8, 1777, provides
superlative proof of his fatherly attitude toward Fox in
political matters. The whole tone of the letter is unmistak-
ably instructive and Burke spells out his analysis of political
questions at great length. His paternalism, however, is tempered
by affection and intense admiration for Fox's talents; these
attitudes inhere in his warning that Fox show restraint in
his public fervor and in his urging that Pox contridbute
his talents officlially to the Rockingham party:

you have much more before you for your work. Do

not be in haste. lay your foundations deep in

public opinion. Though (as you are sensible) I

heve never given you the least hint of advice about

Joining yourself in a declared comnnection with our

varty, nor do I now, yet, as I love that party very

well, and am clear that you are better able to serve
them than any man I know, I wish that things should

87Ib1d0 [ ] ppt 376"7 -
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be s0 kept as %o leave you mutually very open to

one another in all changes and contingencles; and

I wish this the rather, because, in order to be very

great, as I am anxious that you should be, (always

presuming that you are disposed to make a good use

of power,) you will certainly want some betier

support than merely that of the crownes.. 1 there-

fore wish you a firm ground in the country; and I

do not know so fégm and so sound a bottom to duild

on as our party. ' ' .

The letters not only indicate the warmth of the friend-
ship between Burke and Pox, not only the character of their
political association, but also a very significant difference
between their natures, a difference of key import in the
breakdown of their relationshlp many years later. The
divergence occurs in Burke's and Pox's conceptlions of the
relation between public dedication and private hadbits.

There is an obvious difference between Burke's leisure
occupations and Fox's. Burke, "untainted by the contagion
of fashionable vice and frivolity, ...directed to reading
and conversation those hours which were not employed in
parliamentary dutiéa, in necessary business, and in salu-
brious ta'xerciae“;39 thus his private occupations, wholly

consistent with his sober public dedication, tended to

88Burke, Works, pp. 143-4,
agBisset, I, 250,
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enrich his political contribution. His nature demanded that
his private occupations be thus fruitful. To Fox, on the
other hand, personal and publib activities were in no sense
integrated. Even with a new political altruism after 1774,
FPox's personal habits remained incongruous with public
dedication--&t least by comparison with Burke's., During the
American war, Pox's arduous love of the races intensified;go
his fantastic gambling excesses continued to mount.

His soclial life, too, he easily severed from his public
life. Having now come into intimate contact with the Whigs,
Pox gravitated in leisure time toward the many idle but amlable
members of the party--who “were not only indifferent to the
rewards of office, but regarded it as a grievous burden that
they should miss their hunting and shooting, forego Newmarket,
and leave their beautiful houses in the country for the
unwelcome duties of governing the country."g1 Béth'?ox and
Burke recognized that these lukewarm associates inhibited

their party's effortss Pox termed them "very pleasant and

90“39 was devoted to racing...and was reputed to be one
of tie best handicappers in the country" (Lascelles, p. 32).
Walpole wrote to Horace Mann in Hay 1781, "'Mr. Pox is the
first figure,..in Parliament, at the gaming tadble, at New-
market'" (quoted by Adams, p. 373).

91Laacelles, P, 65.
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very amiable people; but altogether as unfit to storm a citadel,
as they would be proper for the defence of it“;gz Bu:ke ascribed
partial blame for the party's impotence to their tepidity and
waﬁt of enterprise.93

While Burke could excuse these deficiencies,94 he took them
seriously enough so as not to mingle freelylwith the men in
private. TFox, however, found annual visits to their country
honmes "one of the greatest delights of his life," and was such
& pleasant companion that these Whigs were soon competing "for
the privilege of entertaining him.'95 To Fox amiable friends
were amiable friends, regardless of their political dispositions.

‘The circumstances of Pox's 1777 visit to Ireland with
Townshend again spotlight the variance between his pleasure-
seeking private life and the private preoccupation with public

matters which characterized Burke. Burke's very full letter

- 92 0tter to Burke on Septemter 8, 1777, from Burke, Corres-
ggndegce, II, 182. PFox wrote the letter from Chatsworth, a

g country house where he was the guest of Willizm Cavendish,
fifth Duke of Devonshire, and his wife Georgiana. dJohn
Drinkwater, Charles James Fox (New York, 1928), p. 158.

's7 893Letter to Pox on October 8, 1777, in Burke, Works, pp.

94'?0 say the truth I cannot greatly blame them. We live
at a time when men are not repaid in fame for what they sacrifice
in interest or repose." Ibid., p. 138,

95Laecelles, pp. 69-70.
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to Fox in Ireland closes with an exhaustive examination of the
political situation in that country; Burke is convinced that
the Tories plan to affirm in the next Parliament that their
policies have Irish support. Knowing that Pox is staying with
irish political leaders, Burke exhorts him to use the visit
to counteract the Tory plan: "Pray do not be asleep in this
scene of action,——at this time, if I am right, the principel."
He assumes that Pox will do so: "You will easily refute, in
your conversation, the little topics which they will set afloat;
such as, that Ireland is a bcaf and must go with the ship....“g6
Pox, ironically, had not Burke's political preoccupation.
In the first place, the trip with Townshend had originated as
"a mere party of pleasure, settled between them while riding
out at Chatsworth,*d7 Horeover, "Irish loeal politics were
little discussed™ during the visit; in fact, "the strangers
were much caressed and attended to, and were constantly
invited to dinners, where there was muchk conversation and
8 prodigious amount of wine., A wild and haszardous freak
of Lord John Townshend and Mr. Fox made a great noise, and,

ss.raised their reputations in Ireland.... They bathed in

1 796Letter to Pox, October 8, 1777, from Burke, Works,
P. 147.

97Ruesell, ed., Memorials of Pox, I, 138,
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the Devil's Punch Bowl, and fortunately escaped from all the
consequences to be apprehended from its extreme coldness."98
And Burke, ironically, had opened his letter with high optimism:
"My dear Charles, I am, on many accounts, exceedingly pleased
with your journey to lreland. 1 do not think it possible to
dispose better of the interval between this and the meeting of
Parliament,"99

Again it appears that Burke had misconceived his friend's
character, from Fox's letter to him in June or July of 1778;100
Burke apparently had thought Fox was occupying his time usefully,
but Fox quickly set him straight:

Nothin% can be so unlike the life I have been leading

here!OT as the idea you seem to have formed of it. It 102

is the very abstract and perfection of all faineantise;

and nothing has kept me here but the most complete indo-

lence. 1 have determined to go every day, but have found

myself in such a state of happy laziness, lying almost

naked upon my couch all day, that I thought it was quite

a sin to disturb myself. The fact is, that when the

weather is really warm, 1 want neither amusement, society,
occupation, nor object.

The question may be raised whether Burke was blind to

this dichotomy between Fox's character and his own. Probably

981pi4..

99Burke, Works, p. 137.
100

101

1OzFaineantise: "idleness, laziness, sloth.* J. E.
Mansion, ed., Heath's Standard French and English Dictionary
(Lo:ndon, 1934), I, 353-

Burke, Correspondence, II, 225,

The place is uncertain.
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not. Unquestionadbly he knew, with the rest of the public, the
detalls about Pox's gambling activities. Besides, while he
mlght have had a tendsney to judge Fox's character in ternms
of his own, at least three of Burke's statements prove that
he was totally aware of Fox's flaws. In his 1777 letter,
Burke bluntly points cut to Fox that he 1s too licentious

to ever gain royal favor: "I much doubt, whether, with all
your parts, you are the man formed for acquiring resal

interior favor in this court, or in &ny...."'0> And in a
Hovember 1788 letter, as he expresses the hope that Fox

will soon become minister, Burke reuarks, "Your business
formerly was only to take care of your own honour. I hope
you have now another trust.”1°4 Finally, the clearest
statenent both of Burke's recognition of Pox's shortcomings
and of his own reasons for loving hie friend in spite of

t@em aopears in a speech in 1783: "'He has faults, dbut they
are faults that, though they may in = small degree tarnish the
lustre, and sometimes impede the march of his abilities, have
nothing in them to extinguish the fire of great virtues.

In those faults there 18 no mixture of deceit, of hypocrisy,

1OjBurke, Works, p..144,
1°4Burke, Correspondence, III, 85,
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of pride, of ferocity, of complexional despotism, or want of
feeling for the distresses of mankind.'"'%’ Burke could
understand that Fox's flaws arose from the same flexible,

generous nature that made him a fervent political idealist,

In 1764 had sprung up a warm personal friendship, based
upon mutual admiration, mutual political idealism, and nmutual
literary interests; out of it had grown a firm personal and
p6litical alliance. Burke had helped Pox to find hinmself
politically and during the American war stood in admiration
as his protege's political influence and skill increased.

By 1778, undoubtedly, Pox had gained incredible impact

as a debater; referring to the session of that year, Adanms
writes, "In each stormy debate, indeed, Fox appeared in full
feather; always prompt and resolute in the attack, and over-
powering his adversaries by the weight of his arguments and
the strenuousness of his 1nvectivea."106 By 1780 Pox's

®"popularity in the country wae 1mmense....'1o7 And with

®

1osspeeoh in Parlisment supporting Pox's EBast India Bill,
quoted by Adams, pp. 588~9.

106&6&ma, ps 386. Bisset, I, 340~1, points out that Fox's
debating style was, as was his political outlook, enlarged
through his personal association with Burke.

107Adai'ﬁ8’ Pe 386 -
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speaking power, with his ascendancy acknowledged by all, Fox
gained confidence in asserting independent political opinions.
Burke, delighted with his pupil's prowess, readily encouraged
this: he "became, as the American war advanced, as he grew
more and more connected with Fox, a more and more implicit
supporter of the measures which thét statesman proposed....“108
That: Burke's lncreasing subhission was indeed necessary
to the maintenance of their association is demonatrated by

the remarkable events during the years to follow.

1085y 5g80t, II, 119.




CHAPTER IIIX

VIBRATIORS T0 CORVULSION: 1782 T0 1791

Within the years between 1782 and 1791, the Burke-Fox
relationship falls into two major phases: the first, from
the forming of the Rockingham ministry in March 1782 to the
fall of the Bastille in July 1789; the second, from the
latter date to early 1791. During the entire period we
diseover distinct alterations in the pudblic situations and
the political opinions of Burke and Pox. And very gradual,
subtle repercussions develop in their‘personal relationship.

At the close of the American war, the Rockingham party
triumphantly drove out FNorth's discredited government and
formed & new ministry in March 1782. Fox became Leader in
Commons with the cabinet post of Foreign Secretary of State, !
But Burke«-Rcckinghamfs closest adviser, director of party
policy, and vigorous leader throughout the Revolution,~-
remarkably encugh, vas merely allotted the position of

Paymaster of the Forces, and exeluded from the Cabinet.

1Adam3" P 293.

48
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Yet his claims to a cabinet post were “indisputable.“z

¥hy was he excluded? Scholars ascribe several reasons,
Oliver, perhaps a more impartial observer than othérs, traces
his exelusion partly to his "humble birth and lack of family
connections, parfly his personal austerity which failed to
make politiecal friands, partly his irritability....'3 Burke's
Tirritability® was to become more pronounced, but a iemper
outbresk during a 1777 Parllamentary session exemplifies
the tendency's beginning. 4n observer, Hr. Crawford, wrote
Lord Ossory about an argument on December 4th between
Jedderdburne and Burke "'which so offended the latter, that
he went>out of the Houss, and I believe intended to challenge
Hedderburne....'" Crawford believed that Burke had been
"loriginally in the wrong'® and had construed Wedderburne's
remarks to him "'into a menace.'”4

Additional causes for Burke's relegation to a ainor
post could be his essential didacticism, which made him
difficult to work with in a group,s and the jealousy of

?;y;g., PP 293—4.

3Oliver, p. 67.

4Quoted by Russell, ed., Memorials of Pox, I, 162,
sﬂunt; Pe 354,
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other party members.6 But by far themost universally acknow-
ledged cause for Burke's decline was his inability to hold an
audience. Desplte his tremendous genius, despite his vast
erudition, despite his incomparable eloquence, Burke simply
wag blind to his audience's reaotions*7 To most his speeches
appeared overamplified, didactic, too profusely ornamented,
laden with irrelevancies, occasionally so impassioned as to
be indelicate. In short, Burke's speeches often fell flat.
Even in & 1772 speech Walpole noted this tendency:
#"'His fault was copiousness above measure; and he dealt
abundantly, too much, in eatablishing general positions.
Two-thirds of this oration resembled the beginning of a
book on speculative doctrines, and yet argument was not the
forte of 1t.‘”8 But there was much to praise in Burke's
early speeches, and not until the end of the American w?r
did Burke's hold upon his audiences loosen. |
Bisset, generally more positive in his attitudes toward
Burke than is Walpole, explains that Burke's diffiéﬁlty

®1v14., p. 355.

: 7Bronghum, for example, remarks that Burke "'regarded
not the degree of interest felt by his audience in the topics
which deeply occupiled himself; and seldom knew when he had
sald enough on those which affected them as well as him,'*
Quoted by Adams, p. 295,

BQunted by Russell, ed., Memorials of Fox, I, 84.
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arose from "the elasticity of his fancy," the rapidity of his
power of assoclation, "the fulness and flow of his capaclous
mind,.*® Bisaet admits that these tendencies rendered Burke's
speeches “very long, and to some very tiresome." But perhays
as Bisset concludes, few members of the House had the intell-
ectual range, prowess, or interest to follow Burke.g Regard-
less of the causes, however, Goldsmith's lines in his 1774
"Retaliation®™ neatly summarize Burke's overall effect:

®*Who, too deep for his hearers, still went on refining, 10
And thought of convinecing, while they thought of dining.®

Walpole had written on April 7, 1772, "'If Pox once
reflects and abandons his vices, ...he will excell Burke;
for of all the politicians of talents that I ever knew,

Burke has the least politiecal art;'”“

And Fox did surpass
Burke-~but not because he in any sense abandoned his vices.
| Foxy in contrast to Burke, qualified for the Cabinet by his
high birth, his amiable, magnetic personality which had made
for him, as we have seen, many political friends, But mos$

important, by 1782 Pox had become an electrifyingly effective

Ipisset, I, 221-2.
1°Qnoted by Adams, p. 296 n..
"Quoted by Russell, ed., Memorials of Pox, I, 86.
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speaker.,

Ironically, the very qualities which had made Fox such
a beautiful complement to Burke during the American war now
nade him Burke's successor. In every sense his speaking was
the opposite of Burke's: his "marked characteristic was his
directness®™; his undevieting object was always the "conviction
| of the hearer."” PFox would allow nothing to obstruct the
"cogent sequence" of his argument; never would he digress,
never would he repeat himself, never would he reiterate "“a
line of reasoning he had already traced.*'?

The immediate impact of Fox's speaking, therefore, was
enormous: "He could lash his hearers into a storm of indig-
nation, or move them to melting pity, or excite them to
sympathetic laughter, at his w111¢*13 His depth of feeling
and absolute sincerity strengthened his effeot.14

Now Burke found that he had been eclipsed. But though
shunted into the Paymaster position, though disappainted,15

he displayed a "splendid disinterestedness™ in the office,16

12Adams. PPe 346=T.

31vid., pp. 348-9.

14These affirmations of 8ir Robert Grant in the Quarterly
Review (August, 1810) are quoted by Ibid., p. 349.

1 SIbiQ' s Po 297.
16011ver, pe 67.
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making during his tenure "some substantial reforme.’17

After 8 mere three months in office, on July 1, 1782,

Rockingram died; at his death Sheldburne, leader of another
segment of the Whigs became minister through the King's

18 and immed-

support. PFox and Burke both disliked Shelburne
ietely resigned, After Rockingham's death Fox's preeminence
over his friend Burke became.indisputablez thenceforth Pox
was recognlized as leader of the party. With Rockinghanm's
death, Copeland writes, came "one of the crucial turning
points" of Burke's career: "Henceforth he was not supported,
either in the House or in the councils of the party, by any
one powerful influence." Though Fox was "devoted to Burke,”
Fox now showed that he, unlike Rockingham, "did not peed
Burke®™ but was strong enough to direct his own course.'g
Recognizing this fact, Burke willingly submitied to his

former pupil's leadership.

173&2:13, Ps 355,

1830bhouse, Pe 398, A letter written to advise Fox to
resign Shelburne's cabinet is found in Memoriails of gﬁg, I
353-4; Ruassell writes that it "seems to be in the han writing
of Mr, Burke," although very little like his other writing in
its "low" tone, "obscure® language, and "vague™ purpose.

19
Thomas W. Copeland r Egggent Friend Edmund Burke:
8ix Essays (New Haven, 1949 v+ PP. T4-5. ’
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Pox, determined to oust Shelburne, formed a‘coalition
with the former Tory minister Lord North and in April 1783
took office, this time personally relegating Burke into
#nother Paymsster post. Pox asked Burke to help prepare a
measure to improve Indian colonial government; the resulting
Bast India Bill aimed at tr;nsferring Indian governmental
control from the East India Company to a board appointed
by the Parliament.20 But both King and publiec were enraged
at the coalition government because Fox had bound himself
to a man “whom for the past eight years he had béden execrating
as the arch-villain of the war, the corrupter of Parliament,
and the instrument of the King's arbitrary will.“z1 When
heavy criticism was leveled at Pox's East India Bill, George
II1 galned & good excuse to dismiss the government in December
1783, . |

20p3ams, pp. 299-303.

21Kobhause, P. 398, Bisset (II, 137) claims that the
coalition is "now known to have first been projected by lir.
Burke,® explaining that this fact was ascertained at a dis-
cussion at the Duke of Portland's following Burke and Pox's
split in 1791. He adds that this fact removes some of the
blame from Fox's reputation since Burke and North had always
thought well of one amother.
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‘Pitt, now to become the great rival of Fox, began a
new ministry with a small minority, dut by the election of
1784 he had gained overvhelming popular support. Tox barel;
| won his election at Westminster;zz the coalition with Forth
had "brought upon Mr, Fox a burden of unpopularity which
weakened for the rest of his life the influence of his genius,
eloquence, and political foresight...."®> But in spite of
temporary Whig impotence Fox's claim to leadership in the
party was to remain undisputed. | |

| Burke too suffered from the coalition's dfsreputes
with 160 Whigs displaced by the 1784 election,2? the new
Parliament became filled with "arrogant young Tories, bent
upon hunbling him.*25 Within the next few years, he was
40 be badly mistreated in Parllament, faced by attacks
26

on his character and interruptions whenever he spoke,

Since the Tories now controlled the House, both Burke

22&dams, p. 396. The election was disputed in Par-
liament but finally was verified im 1735.

231vid., pp. 379-80.
241p14., ». 303.
25011ver, p. 68,
26gunt, p. 356.
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and FPox curtailed their Parliamentary activity during 1784,
the former returning to Beaconsfield, the latter to Chertsey.2!
Burke's active interest in Indian affaire, begun early in his
career and strengthened by the later Fox-North activity,
during his retirement intensified.28 In 1785 ¥arren Hastings
returned to England with an ostensibly brilliant record as
Governor-General of India, but evidence showed that he had
used highly exﬁloitive and immoral tacties to build his
empire. These facts aroused Burke's fury, and, after asking
in the 1786 session to exanine Hastings' papers, he proposed
his impeachment, firmly baocked by Sir Fhilip Prancis.29

The Hastings Trial, begun February 13, 1788, was to be
an outstanding episode in Burke's carcer. 3Burke's anger at
reports of Hastlngs' arbitrary wielding of power soon intensi-~
fied into an obmessive fury.BO His wholehearted determinatiah
was indeed necessary, for the trial dragged him over & nine-
year obstacle course of numberless interruptions and of
political and public opposition. At length, in June 1794,

Hastings wag acquitted. But Burke's strenuous and virtually

27Bbbhouae, p. 399,
*°mpia..

29Adams, pp. 303-4,
3°Bobhouse, p. 400.
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gsingle-handed efforts had not been wasted. Although public
and parliamentary concern were quite exhausted by its
conclusion, the trial had "made an unparalleléd impression
on the publie mind'31 and ultimately served its purpose as
& warning to future Indian rulers to respect and revere
native righta.32 '
Although Burke's oratorical faults and especially his
feverish persistence weakened his already feeble political
position, he had made some unquestionably fine orations
during the trial. Many at ite close--even Hastings!--
conplimented him on his splendid, forceful eloquence.33
One of the many postponements of the Hamstings trial.
had been the Regency Question, raised in 1788 when Georéb
II1's mental illness became acute, When the illness persisted,
likelihood of the Prince of Wales' becoming regent grew
firm; and since he had become "the bosom companion of Fox,"34

the probability was that Fox would supplant Pitt's ministry.

31Adam8-, Pe 306.
321p14., p. 312.

331vi4..
34Hobhouae, p. 400.
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Pox, in Italy when the Kingxbecame i11, rushed back to England
in Fovember; > Pitt quickly drew up & regency bill to 1imit
the powers of the prince--and a heated Parliamentary battle

But just as it seemed’ that the Whigs had gained office, in
February 1789 the King suddenly recovered and their hopes
were daéhed: Pitt became firmly entrenched once more.36

During fhis period from 1782 to 1789, in the formerly
801id relationship between Burke and Fox distinot inner
vibrations could be felt. Between the two men relations had
radically altered. Burke, the former leader, became the |
follower; PFox, the former pupil, became the master, Burke
--in spite of his characteristic belief in his own opinions,
in spite of his injured pride--readily submitted to Fox's

commending his friend's abilities, tried to make himself
content to follow. But subtle alterations took place in the
characters of both men--all of which seem to stem from their

altered politiocal positions.

- 3fritzw1111am and Bourke, eds., Correspondence of Burke,
] 8 -

SGHisterical details in this paragraph, if not otherwise
footnoted, are drawn from Robert B, Eckles and Richard W.

Hale, Jr., Britain, Her Peoples and the Commonwealth (New
York, 1954), pp. 295-6.

broke out, Burke firmly assisted Fox in defending the Prince,

leadership, and tempering his inclinations to advise, generously
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Pox, with a sudden, heady rush of power, steadily galned
confidence in his own political thinking and--most impbrtant
in this connection--a consciousness ¢of his power and popalar-
ity. A tendency toward cagerness for power could perhaps be
seen in his forming a coalition with Korth and in his later
defense of the Regent's right to power, this latter position,
as Pitt pointed out, quite inconsistent with Fox's constant
previous campaigning to limi{ royal control.37 Burke's
letters during the period, as we shall see, contain several
eliusions to Fox's infection by glory. Horeover, now that
Fox could stand independently, Le began to disagree with
Burke on political matters; now entrenched in party power,
he began to neglect his old friend.

Throughout the period Burke had had to stand alone
agalnst personal attack, against contempt, against political
opposition; the Hastings trial and the Regency debates
showed that under these pressures his temper had been wearing

»38

thin, was even becoming "completely unrestrained. Walpole,

Sheridan and otheraBg record this observation; Adams speaks

3T1v14..
38011ver, p. 68.
39 0cording to Ibid., pp. 68-9.
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of the "virulence and violence™ of his speeches during the
Regency debates.40 Because of these same pressures, Burke's
tendencies toward bulldog dogmatism and steely political
independence hardened. PFox's increasing firmness of opinion,
his increasing personal neglect had their effect on his
friend.

But despite the mounting influence of these changes, -
Burke and Fox held to thelr strong affection for one another
and struggled to ward off differences. The struggle is evident
in their speeches and lettera between 1782 and 1789.

A strong, deep affection permeates Burke's speech in
1783 in support of Fox'g East India Bill., He commends his
friend, 1t should be noficed, because the bill indicates
that Pox's altruism overrides all selfish considerations:

it will be a distinction honouradle to the age

that this matter J has fallen to the lot of abil-
ties and dispositions equal to the task; that it

has fallen to one who has the enlargement to com-

prehend, the spirit to undertake, and the eloguence

to support so great a measure of hazardous benevol-

ence, His spirit is now owing to his ignorance of .

the state of men and things; he will know what snares

are spread about his path.... But he has put to

hazerd his care, his serenity, his interest, his

power, even his darling popularity, for the benefit

of a people whom he has never seen., This 12 the
road that all heroes have trod before him."41

40&dams, P. 310,

41quoted by Ibid., pp. 388-9.
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Burke's docility and his trust in Fox are further
manifested in his November 17388 letter, which he wrote to
assure Fox of his support on the Regency question and to
offer some very cautious opinions. Beginning "My dear
Fox," Burke writes,

If I have not been to see you before this time, it
was not owing to my not having missed you in your
absence, or my not having much rejoiced in your
return., But I know that you are indifferent to
every thing in friendship but the substance; and
all proceedings of ceremony have for many years
been out of the question between you and me, When -
you wish to see me, say as much to my son, or my
brother, and I shall be in town in a few hours
after I hear from them. I mean to continue here
until you call on me; and I find myself perfectly
easy, from the implicit confidence I have in you
and the Duke, and the certainty I am in, that you
two will do the best for the general advantage of
the cause, and for your own and our common reputa-
tion. In that state of mind I feel no desire what-
soever of interfering, eapecially as too great an
infusion of various and heterogeneous opinions may
embarrass that decision, which it seems to me so
necessary that you should come to...,

Going on, Burke cautiously advances his opinions on the
reasons for backing the Prince's regency, the necessity and
advantages of rapidly dbringing his office about; and uses
such expressions of humility as "I mention this to you, not
as supposing that you and‘the rest of our friends are not

aware of i%....4" and "Might it not be better...,” concluding
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his advising thus:
But I am going farther than I intended. God bless
you. There is a good deal to be done for your secur-
ity and credit, supposing the prince's dispositions
to you to be all that they are represented; and that I
believe them to be. Your business formerly was only
to take care of your own honour. I hope you have now
another trust. ... You are to act a great, and
though not a discouraging, a difficult part; and in

a scene which is wholly new. If you cannot succeed
in it, the thing is desperate. Adieu!

Yours ever
Fdmund Burke??

A strong difference of opinion over the Hastings trial
apreared in 1789, Burke and Pox had disputed in Parliément
on Apnril 2, 1787, over the proceeding to follow in the impeach-
@ent, and on that occasion Burke expressed his consternation:
"nothing could give him so much concern as té differ from
his right honorable friend near him [?ox] y——and Heaven forbid
that it should prove an omen of future frequent variances of
opinicn...;"43 Later on, however, it appears that Pox was
like the great mejority of the public in opposing the length
of the 4trial itself; Hunt testifies that Burke did continue
the trial longer than Fox wished,“ and Adams writes that

after postponements began to exhuast public interest in it,

4zBurke, Correspondence, III, 81-5,

43Burke, eeches, III, 298.
44Hunt' pe. 357,
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"The only person really in earnest was Burke...."%? Cer-
tainly Burke must have felt great disappointment when Fox
too deserted him in this crusade.

A letter Burke wrote to Pox on May 11, 1789, mirrors
Burke's hurt pride over 2 recent disagreement they have
had concerning the trial. Burke's vexation is increased
by the fact that he now sees so little of Fox, but the
letter is permeated most of all by anguish--sngulish that
he and his friend should have so disagreed.

Russell's introduction to the letter explains that a
vote had been taken in the House blaming Burke, and that
some difference of opinion had arisen over whether the trial
should proceed. Although Pox "had defended Mr. Burke warmly
and ably" in the House, he seemed to feel that, in the light
of the House vote, Burke should not have hurried as he did
into Westmigster Hall to resume the prosecution. Burke's
letter, Russell explains, evidently was written in reply to
a censorious note from Pox. Burke begins "My dear Fox,"
continuing:

The only part of your letter which has given

me serious concern is the word which coneludes it.
The word me. If I had meant to act unkindly by

451dams. p. 310.
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you, it must be admitted that I chose my tine for

an unfriendly act with very litile judgement. You
had just at that moment behaved most nobly, not only
in regard to the cause in which we are engaged in
common, but with regard to myself personally. This
behavior ought to make its due impression on my mind
at the same time, and it ought not to be forgoiten
speedily. I think it did affect me as it ought to do,
and I am mistaken if I shall not retain it in no un-
grateful memory.

You pass by, however, this fault of mine, what-
ever it may be. It is certainly good to be pardoned;
but to stand in need of & pardon is not so pleasant.
I am persuaded that you have received some very
erroneous account of the transaction, or you could
not possibly have felt, much less retained, any sore-
ness about it., It is unlucky that things are so cir-
cumstanced that we seldom can meet, and that, with us,
an explanation cannot always follow on the heels of a
misapprehension. It is on Honday that I am to clear
up to you th2 steps which I found myself obliged to
take in your absence on Tuesday last.

LBurke protests, in a peeved tone, that Fox had given him
personally no instructions; that, in addition, most members
of the Committee did not know Pox's wishes, though two or
three claimed that FPox wished the trial deferred. Since
Lords was filling and Westminster Hall filled, most urged-
Burke to go in immediately; some of Fox's friendé cane in
with the same purpose. But until some had pledged tha§

Pox would not be displeased Burke refused €o g0. He had
felt very 111 at the time himself, and certainly disinclined

to proceed.




65

The letter closes,

I think if you were there, and had the view of
things thet I them had, you would have proceeded

as I did; and to this hour I canmnot conceive that
any other 111 has happened from it, except, what
indeed I consider as no small 111, that it has given
you uneasiness. I might have a number of compur-
gators among your friends, if I thought it would be
right to make your feelings on this subject gener-
ally known. An 111 use would be made of it by our
common enemies, who would be sure to exaggerate a
thing which, I hope, hardly merits (at least I hope
so) the name of a difference. Surely it is a time
when those who love and trust each other, as I hope
is the case with us two, ought not to peramit any
soreness in our minds from mistakes that could not
arise from any uafriendly intention. ... Adleu;
and believe me, with some uneasy sense of your
letter, but always most truly and faithfully your
old friend,

Edmund Burke?®

Recurring evidence of Fox's personal neglect of Burke
and of those of whom Burke felt Pox should be more consid-
erate~-and a. strong implication that Burke feels Fox 1is
carried away by his own glory--appears in Burke's letter
of September 9, 1789,47 about four months after the letter
cited above, He writes to Fox that a new acquaintance of his
at Beaconsfield, Mr., Blair,

is a 1little out of humor with you. You cannot doubt

of his attachment to your cause and your person, and
therefore I think this is not quite what you would

46From Pox, Memorials, II, 355-8,

4T1v1a., pp. 359-60.
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wish, Some time ago he wrote to you at Dr.

Priestley's desire, wishing you to apply to the

Prince of Jales for his leave to dedicate a great

collection of his (Priestley's) aerial disquisi-

tions to his Royal Highness. He has had no aens-

wer, and is a little piqued. :
Pox should write to him, Burke continues, whatever the
Prince's decision may be; this mark of consideration would
certainly be of political advantage since Priestley leads
a powerful group of Dissenters who already seem inclined
toward Fox. Then Burke closes, after describing his recent
trip to Yorkshire with the Prince, with a very incisive
note:

I suppose we are not to flatter ourselves with

seeing you here very speedily. Wwhen you can cone,

you will nmake us very happy. My barley has made me

a little melanchély, but we are now in great spirits.

Je are as subject to ups and downs in our carts and -

wagons as those that glory carries ventoso curru.
I wish you & good Journey in yours. -

Ever very faithfully and affectionately yours,
Edmund Burke

Thus, between 1782 and 1789 we sece Fox, the leader,
breaking free of his politicel dependence on Burke, neglecting
their 0ld friendship, and manifesting other signs of the
infection of glory. PFor his ardent political altruienm,
however, Burke can still love him. And we see Burke, the

led, through loss of all external supports, intensify his
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bulldog adherence to principles, and, though chafing at
mistreatment by his friend, strenuwously work to maintain
the}friendship. With the pressure of Fox's neglect laden
on ton of nationel disrepute and political impotence;‘Burke's
irritability grows more pronounced--and vibrations thus
initiated into their relationship were soon to intensify
into & shuddering convulsion.

The crisis in Burke and Pox's friendship came in July
1789~-a few months before Burke wrote the letter last cited.
The occasion was Bastlille Day, the crashing cutbreak of the
Prench Revolution. By leaders in BEngland the event was
applaﬁded as 8 tremendous gain for the cause of liberty.
v?itt sincerely praised‘the new French government,48 and
Fox, Pox wes simply exhilarated, exdlaiming on Bastille
Day, "'How nmuch the greatest event that ever happened in
the world, and how much the beat."49 Ee immediately became
the enthusiastic advocate of the Revolution. )

But Burke's reaction was exactly the opposite. From
the violence of the Revolution he almost imstantly recoiled; 0

to him it represented a foree destructive of 811 liberty

48Adams, pe 314,

4QCopeland, pe 162.
501p14..
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and established order. Intensely religious man that he
was, unerring foe of arbitrary power, staunch adherent to
the solidarity of rightfully established institutions,
Burke saw the Revoluticn as a tremendous threat. He had
visited France in 1772 and had been alarmed by the religious
scepticism of the followers of Voltaire and Rousseau; in
their teachings, he "saw the probable overthrow of religion
and gavernment.‘51 In the session of Parliament following
that trip, Burke asserted a2 principle which was to animate
his whole vigorous campalgn against the Prench Revoluticn,
fifteen years lster:

"he pointed out the conspirsey of atheism to the

watchful jealousy of governments., He professed

that he was not overfond of calling in the aid of

the secular arm to suppress doetrines and opin-

ions; but if ever it was to be raised, it should

be against those enemies of their kind, who would

take from us the noblest prerogative of our nature,

that of being & religious animal, ... Already,

under the systematic attacks of those men, I see

many of the prons of good government beginning to

fatl, I see propagated principles which will not

leave to religion even a toleration, and make

virtue herself less than a name,..."52

After the Revolution broke out, within the ¥%hig party,
and between Burke and Fox in particular, signe of convulsion

became apparent, Burke's obsessive opposition to the

S1p1sset, I, 264.

52quoted by Ibid., pp. 264-5. Blsset represents this
entire passage as direct quotation from Burke. The switch
from third to first person is characteriastic of the method
of nagtration in Burke, Speeches.
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Revolution was pitted against Pox's glowing enthusiasm: both
being such firm political idealists, compromise was out of
‘the question. And in this irreconcilable divergence of
conviction was the culmination of symptoms which pad first
appeared after 1774 and had intensified after 1782.53
Originally Burke and Fox had been drawn together by a
mutual political altruism, a fervent belief in freedom and
justice, But Burke's altruism, based upon his hierarchical
view of life, his deeper philosopliical thought, was always
thoughtful and conservative: this tendency is evident in
the fact that while he had consistently defended the Amer-
ican colonists' rights to liberty, a basic, underlying aim
during the American conflict was the preservation of their
constitutional union with England., Pox's altruism, on the
other hand, was in keeping with his open, impulsive nature:
motivated by strong emotion, unaccustomed to personal discipliney
to limitations of his own freedom, FPox drew no limits to his
political aspirations. During the American war, Fox showed
a tendency to rally around the cry for liberty; more than
anything else, it appears, he hated the curbing of the

colonists' freedom. ZEven though the deepest motives of

53Aaams, pPe 297.
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Burke and Fox during the American Revolution had diverged--
the former tending toward preserving the established order,
the latter toward uncontrolled liberty,--this divergency in
no way interfered with their complete political union. But
the Prench Revolution threw this basic difference in political
philosophy into the open; because of it =& split between them
became inevitable. Burke ultimately came to a conservative
Whig position, while Fox became the first English 11beral.54
Despite the conviction with which both clung to their
opinions on the Revolution, their deep affection for one
another might have been strong enough to withstand the
division--~had it not been that disagreements and injuries
had weakened their bonds during the last years before the
Revolution, Fox's neglect had clearly injured Burke
because it came at a time when he had no real political
friends or political influence, because he was beset by
many other foes. UMoreover, because his political convictions
had hardened into obsessive independence during the Hastings
trial, because his irritabllity and violence were heightened
by the ceaseless opposition he met, Burke found it more

54Dr1nkwater, pp. 160-2, and Hobhouse, p. 404.
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difficult to bear any wrongs from his friend. Now the
Prench Revolution so aroused him that fear of it obliter-
ated all other considerations. And now Fox too had learned
to believe in his own political opinions; like Burke his
convictions on the Revolution could not waver. In the events
which occurred between the start of the Revolution and 1791,
a deep convulsiom Bhook their already wvibrating union. But
because they loved one another, the personal pain this crisis
inflicted on both was remarkably intense.

The first painfhl breach over the Revolution opened

in Commons on Pebruary 9, 1790. The question at hand was

Army estimates: Fox claimed it was unnecessary to increase |
the size of the army; to him the Prench Revolution represented §
no danger. But Burke strenuously urged defense preparations, ‘
The distress which this disagreement caused to both is
evident from the Parliamentary account, as full of outbursts
of personal feeling as of assertions of political view. |
Burke had begun by calling the "example of Prance & menace

to civilization"; Fox firmly dissented--but then "peid

Burke a remarkable tribute,"™ almost weeping as he spoke.ss

55}!&5:1115, p. 188,




Deeply moved, Burke answered,

He was sorry that his right honorable friend Foi]
had dropped even a word expressive of exultation on
that circumstance.... He attributed this opinion
of Mr. Pox entirely to his known zeal for the best
of all causes, Liberty. That it was with a pain
inexpressible that he was obliged to have even the
shadow of a difference with his friend, whose author-
1ty would be always great with him, and with all
thinking people.... His confidence in Mr. Fox was
such, and so ample, as to be almost implicit. That
he was not ashamed to avow that degree of docility.
That when the choice 1s well made, it strengthens
instead of oppressing our intellect. ... He had
found the benefit of such & junction and would not
lightly depart from it.

But Burke felt compelled to follow this warm commendation of
Pox with another strong protest against the Revolution.56
- Fox applauded the oratorical beauty of his friend's
speech but sald that he yet wished parts of it had been
onitted or deferred. He explained at great length his
admiration for Burke personally, declaring in summary that
"He had learnt more from his right honorable friend than
from all the men with whom he had ever conversed." He
assured Burke "that they could never differ in principles,
however they might differ imn their application." But he
could not now help rejoicing at French atteupts to achieve

liverty and was convinced that the Revolution would be greatly

>®Burke, Speeches, III, 458-67.




beneficial to England.57
Again Burke got to his feet, declaring to Fox "that
the separation of a limb from his body could scarcely give
him more pain, than the circumstance of differing from him,
violently and publicly, in opinion.* He protested that
he personally took his stand not because he was an enemy
to innovation but because he almed above all to protect the
Bnglish constitution.ss
Por his speeches on this occasion, solemn and beautifully
free from "the vulgarity and rant which had latierly deformed
his orations,”™ Pitt and others wﬁrmly conmended Burke.sg
Fox pralsed the speeches'too, obviously shrinking from a
quarrel with him,

But later in the session, Sheridan brought the situation
to a crisis., HMotivated partly by Jealousy, partly by ideo-
logical extremelsm, Sheridan broke into an enthusiastic flow
of praise for the French Revolution, attacking Burke's
position with determination. Burke became indignant; a

total break between him and Sheridan followed this attack.®®

>TIbid., pp. 467-9.
581pid., pp. 469-70.
59Adams, Pe 314,

601p14., pp. 314-17.
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This occurrence inteénsified the threat of an explosion
between Burke and Fox.

After the split between Burke and Sheridan, a meeting
was called at the Duke of Portland's in an attempt to
reconcile Burke, Sheridan, and Fox, to keep the party from
outright cleavage. But there *Fox adhered to the opinions
he had already enunciated" and Sheridan and Burke held to
theira.61 Although political reconciliation appeared
impossible, Burke and Fox "still coantinued on terms of
friendship® after the meeting.sa

But another deep tremor shook their relationship on
March 2nd. BurkeVSuddenly rose in Parliament to oppose
Fox's bill supporting a matter on which they had always
firmly agreed--the removal of restrictions on Dissenters;
Pox advocated the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts
and Burke opposed him, "Fox declared Burke's speech filled
him with grief and ahame.'63 And the bill was lost. This
move on Burke's part was an apparent abandonment of his
principles, for he had previously supported the Dissenters'

cause consistently. 64

611p14., p. 317.
62p1aset, II, 356.
Ggﬁunt, p. 358,

64 4agnus, pp. 189-90.
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As the French Revolution swept violently on, all of
Burke's old fervor, all of his o0ld dynamism was marshalled
to its opposition. By October he felt it mandatory to halt
the wave of enthusiasm not only in Parliament but throughout
England. With violent invective, with all the eloquence of
genius and conviction, he wrote the famous Reflections on
the Revolution in France, indicting the Revolution as the
enemy of tradition, the enemy of stable social organization,
the enemy of established class distinctions, the enemy of
religion.65

The Reflections had tremendous impact. Thirty-thousand
coples were sold immediately and Burke's virulent enti-
Jacobin stand "split the Whig party from top to bottom.'66
A large portion of the English populace which, notwithstanding
the fervent enthusiasm of their political leaderé, had simply
been astonished at the outbreak of the Revolution, unsure of
the proper reaction,67 were converted now by Burke's force
and eloquence to his point of view. 4 barrage of replies
to his pamphlet~-among them Thomas Paine's Rights of Hen—-
stirred the nation into a frensy of divided opinion.

65&&&3!!31 PP. 313-14,
ssmagnus, pp. 208-10,
67Adams, pPe 313,




Fow both Burke and Fox recognized that theirs were
diametrically opposed objectives; now both recognized that
their twenty-five year alliance was nearing a breaking

point. The climactic explosion was soon to come.




CHAPTER IV
EXPLOSION T0O ANNIHILATION: 1791 T0 1797

The cataclysm which Burke and Pox shrank from but
could not defer came in 1791w—came, as had their fusion,
in the House of Commons.

The immediate occasion was Fox's proposal of the
»Quebee Bill, for which he urged on April 8th that the
House "would keep in view those enlightened principles of
freedom, which had already made a rapid progress over a
considerable portion of the globe, and were every day
hastening more and more to become universal. As the
love of liberty was gaining ground, ...he thought that a
constitution should be formed for Canada as consistent
as possible with the genuine principles of freedom‘"’

Thue in his Quebec Bill Fox was bringing the ideas
which underlay the French Revolution into direct institu-

tional application to England; nothing more horrifying

1Burke, Speeches, IV, 1.
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to Burke could have been proposed--and at the time he was
not present in the House,

But Burke was there on April 15th to hear Pox compare
the France of the past and present, to hear him conclude
that the Revolution and the new government of France were
a great success, to hear him laud both to the skies:

With regard to the change of system that had

taken place in that country, Mr. Fox said,

that he knew different opinions were enter-

tained upon the point by different men, and

added, that he for one admired the new cons-

titutlon of Prance, considered 1t altogether

as the most stupendous and glorious edifice

of liberty, which had been erected on the

foundation og human integrity in any time

and country.

Hearing this, Burke immediately leaped to his feet
"{n much visible emotion"—-but since the ery of "Questiomi™
was general, “he unwillingly gave way to the diviaion....“3
Hoting Burke's intense frustration, Fox seemed to regret
that his retort had been cut of£.4 Wmen they privately
#poke on the question, however, Fox asked Burke to post-
pone his redbuttal; but Burke was determined to seize the

nearest opportunity.

zIblg.y Pe 2
7 Ipid..
41p14..
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After they had returned together to the House, Fox
again profeased his admiration for the French constitution.
Finally given leave %o speak, Burke exclaimed "that nothing
depressed him more--nothing had_evef more afflicted him in
body and mind--than the thought of meeting his friend as
an adversary and antagonist.”s but that in setting up a
constitution for Quebec, the records of other constitutions
must be carefully examineds and the Fremch constitution much
saddened him. He declared that during the future progress
of this Quebec Bill, he intended to assert his opinion on
certain principles of government in full. Concluding with
mention of Fox's earlier speech and his own thwarted attenpt
| to answer, Burke “acquitted hie friend from all design of
personal offence in it"} yet he made it clear that he had
reached a deeiaion:q‘fshould he and his friend 4iffer, he
deaired it to be recélleotgﬁ, that however dear he considered
his friendship, there was something still dearer in his
nind, the love of his.cauntry....“6

"From the moment of the debate on the fifteenth of
April,# the editor of Burke's speeches declares, “a, rupture

between lr., Burke and Mr. Pox was distinctly forseen."!

S_Mt, Pe 3.
®1p1d., 0. 5.
T1vid., ». 2.
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The deep personal anxiety which this impending event stirred
in Burke is reflected in his Letter to a Member of the National
Lgssegng, a writing provoked by Fox's Quebec Bill and his
enthusiastic espousal of the French donstitution. Iikewine
distressed, Fox visited Burke on April 21st to beg for a
deferment of the orisis®——but both knew that it was inev-
itable, |

Explosion rocked the House on May 6th, when the bill was
jonce again brought forward. Burke's irritation was nightily
jproused by constant obstructions to his speaking, and
Lcspecially by Fox's public jeering at him. At the start of

the session, Burke rose and began to discuss the Frenoh

Eovamment; he was called to order. Pox began to atadb at
im, sarcastically remarking that Burke

gould hardly be said to be out or order. It seemed
that this was a day of privilege, when any gentle-
man might stand up, select his mark, and abuse any
government he pleased, whether it had any reference
or not to the point in question. Although nodody
had said a word on the Prench Revolution, his right
honorable friend had risen up and abused that event,
sss Every gentleman had a right that day to abuse
tne government of every country as much as he pleased,
and as gross terms as he thought proper, or
government, either antignt [g;gﬁgor modern, with his
right honorable friend. ‘

aﬁ\lﬂt. Pe 359,
9Burke, Speeches, IV, 5,
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Visibly wounded by this, Burke agaln tried %o speak,
gain was called to order, and again was personally attacked
¥y Pox. Finally Burke, "in a reserved and grave tone,"
eclared that "a personal attsck had been made on him from

quarter he could never have expected, after a friendship

nd intimacy of more than two and twenty years.,,,”to

ever a cautious man, PFox nevarthelesa continued his incisive
retorts as Burke proceeded.

Highly provoked now, Burke quickly recapitulated the
questions on which he and Fox had differed during the course
jof their relationship, exclaiming finally, as the editor
records the event,

There might, perhaps, be other instances; but in
the course of their long acquaintance, no one differ-
ence of opinion had ever hefore for a single moment
interrupted their friemdship. It certainly was
indiseretion, at any period, but especially at his
time of 1ife, to provoke enenmies or give his friends
occaslon to desert him; yet if his firm and steady
adherence to the British constitution placed him in
such a dilemma, he would risk all; and, as pudlie
duty and public prudence taught him, with his last
words exclaim, "Ply from the French constitution.”

(My. Pox wh;gﬁeged that there was no loss o
friends « Burke said, Yes, there w%é' a 1o §£

i 53 e e ckige S0 Bl confiey e

was at an end, "’

ivid., pp. 22-3,




Stunned, Pox rose %o reply-~but he was p&ralyzed by
emotion for some minutes, Tears streamed down his cheeks;
he was unable to control his feelings enough to answer,
Every member in the hushed House was deeply stirred. Fox
finally regained himself, but his expressions of friendship
were sharpened by several biiing remarks. PFirst he alluded
to Burke's previous statement that Fox "had of late years
forborne that friendly intercourse with him, by visits,
etc., which he had formerly preserved," an omission which,
as we have seen, much injured Burke, PFox answered "that
the omission complained of was purely ageidental; that men,
at different periods, fell into différent habits; and without
any intentional neglect, it frequently happemed that they
did not see their friends so often as they might have done in
preceding years; but at the same time, that their friendship
was as warm and as sincere as ever,*'®

Then suddenly gathering toice, Fox went on to lash
his already wounded f::'i.cu',ur!.,’3 ¥hen Burke rose to answer
he beseeched the Kouae,"conld his most inveterate enemy
have acted more nnkindiy toward himpei4 |

21vi4., pp. 22, 24,
131b1d., pp. 23-4.
41%14., p. 25.
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The explosion had stunned all the members of the House;
a8 Pitt closed the sequence, he judged that Burke had not
been out of order earlier and expressed his astonishment
at this "singular aituatien.'15 The impact of the saene
i# mirrored in Wilberforce's oxeiamatien Just after 1it:

**I scarce recollect being so much struck at anything,

and I have been lamenting ever since that I did not myself
interfere--a long and tried and close worldly connection
of five-and-twenty years trampled to pieces in the conflict
of & single night.‘“16

That their friendship was now totally shattered becanme
unmistakeble five days later, in the session of ﬁhy 11th.
After Fox's extravagant glorification of the Revolution
and charges that Burke was politically inconsistent, Burke
retorted that Fox's was an “insidious design to ruin him
in reputation, and crown his age with 1nfamy.;.¢"7 Fox's
ingratitude astounded Burkd; he

complained of being obliged to stand upon his

~defence by that honorable gentleman who, when a
young man, in the vigour of his abilities, at the
age of fourteen years, had been brought to him,

and evinced the most promising talents, which he
had used his best efforts to cultivate, and this

51vid., p. 28.

1GQuoted by Adams, p. 324 n..

17Burke, Speeches, IV, 28,
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man, who had arrived at the maturity of being

the most brilliant and powerful debater that

ever exlisted, had described him as having

desertegaand abandoned every one of his prin-

eiples!

But Pox went om with the vituperative attack, likehing
Burke to King Lear in continually begging the members to
assure him that they loved the English constitution. Pox
declared, further, that if Burke was separated from the party,
the fault was his own. Were he to repent, the members would
happily receive him.19 But angry Burke retorted that if
he had been publicly disgraced by his party, Fox ought
not to receive him. "He declared that he had gone through
his youth without encountering any perty disgrace; and though
he had then in his age been so unfortunate as %o nmeet it,
he did not solieit ihe right honoradble gentleman's friend-
ship, nor that of any man, either on ome side of the House
lor the other,20 |

In these dramatiec scenes were thrown into conflict all
the ultimately antegonistic political principles and personal
traite of Burke and Pox. Their campléte divisian of opinion

jon the Revolution demomstrates Burke's fundamental conservatiam,

'91p1d., pp. 35-6.
"Y1vid., p. 37.
201p1d.y pp. 37-8.
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ox's fundamental liberalism. In both men is evident a

teely adherence to political views; Burke's dogmatism had
een hardened by continual political opposition, Fox's

y confidence in his power. Other character traits which

ad gradually been evolving also stand out in strong relief,
he cocky assurance which power had stimulated in Fox
janderlies his public ridicule of Burke; Burke's gradually
increasing irritability was by this attitude strongly aroused,
Eut most of all evident is Burke's habitual, strict subord-

nation of all personal esonsiderations to political principle:

ecause his conviction on tﬁé,ﬁevolution had become B0 strong,
ecause his personal friendship with Fox had become so weak,
urke was able to overcome even his affection for Fox for

he sake of what he considered public duty. That Pox,

hnlike Burke, wholly severed his personal from his public
flife 13 evident from his actions shortly to be related.
Throughout England after the split, synpathy was
[overwhelmingly" with Burke because of his Bé ectionss

nis political caricature was totally reverséd& a Doctor of
Laws degree was conferred on him by the University of ﬁablin;

pongratulations were awarded him by Oxford, praise was
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lavished on him by expatriated Prench clergy, and his support
was eagerly sought by Irish catholios.21 But within the Whig
party dissension ensued. About a week after the May 6th
split, the Morning Chronicle, Pox's official organ, printed
this paragraphs |

®"fhe great and firm body of the Whigs of England,

true to their principles, have decided upon the

dispute between Mr., Pox and Mr, Burke; and the

former is declared to have maintained the pure

doctrine by which they are bound together, and

upon which they have invariadbly acted. The

consequence ég that Mr, Burke retires from

Parliament."
This lash at Burke made its mark, but he had already deter-
mined to leave Parliament and would have immediately, had
he not been involved in the Bastings tria1.23

Burke, now totally implacable in his opposition %o Fox's
position, determinedlto "enlighten his friends and lead thenm
back to the true principles® of Whiggism.24 He wrote Appesl
irom the New to the 01d Whigs and another pamphlet, Thoughts
on grenoh Affairs, the former directed toward swaying Whigs
from Pox, the latter warning against the influence of the

French Revolution. And events in Prance soon proved Burke's

21&aama, P. 325. (The edition used has a misprinted page
number: it reads 235, but in sequence is 325,)

zzcopeland. p. 80,

23Ivid., pp. 80-1.
24Hnnt, P. 359.
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prognostications to be right: his influence mounted, and when |
he began to urge war with Prance, Pitt respected his a&viaa.zs
Burke labored to sever from Pox the large group of Whigs led
by the Duke of Portland and to ally them with the supporters
of Pitt. Deepite their warm personal relations with Pox, the
Duke, lord Fitzwilliéh, and Windham ultimately left his canp.zs
Fox was now "left almost alono,'27 but he continued to e¢ling
to his opinions: throughout the conflict with Prance he was
to stand firm against the war policies of Pitt. Again in 1793
Fox's small group rallied: the Whig Clubd rassed a vote of
confidence in him, and Burke and the others seceded. To
Portland Burke wrote an indictment of Fox in Observations on
jﬁg,ggggggg,gg‘xgg'E;ggggzx.zs The following year Burke
retired from Parliament.

. Although their political alienation was éonpleta, to
maintain personsl emnity after the split had been difficult
for both men, especially ro: Fox. To him, politiocal coanviction
had no bearing whatever on perscnal triendship;‘he 88w no
contradiction in associating with those who opposed him
politically. His warm, generous nature--at the root of his

251b1d., p. 360.

26Russell, ed., Memoriale of Fox, IIT, 21.

2T1bid., p. 24.
zaﬂunt. P 360.
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political sympathies—~cherished friendship for its own sake.
Pox had said, characteristically, in a 1783 speech, "*It is
not in my nature to bear malice, nor to live in 111 will, My
friendships are perpetusl, my emnities are not so.‘”zs He
had always greatly admired and respected Burke, Therefore,
despite the harm which the rupture had inflioted upon him
personally and politically, Fox *hever ceased to entertain
& regard for Burke, and at no time would suffer him to be
abused in his presence.”3° When given an opportunity for
reconclliation, generous, impuleive Pox took the initiative:
®'Pox and Burke met behind the throne of the House of iorda
one day, when Fox went up to Burke, and put out bdoth his |
hands to him. Burke was almost surprised into meeting this
cordiality in the same spirit, but the momentary impulse
passed away, and he doggedly dropped his hands, and left the
Housge, ">}

While Burke's political convietion continued to rule out

reconciliation, he too was deeply grieved by hie separation

29anted by Oliver, pp. 164-5.

3220Quotea from Greville Memoirs, I, 136, 137, by Adaums,
P  : P

>11n14..
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from Fox., ©Strong sorrow is evident in his Obserﬁatiens,gz

and it appears also in this anecdote of dubious authority
told by Samuel Rogers.33 The incident, supplied by Bryant.

must have taken place...after Burke's rupture with
Pox, when he carefully restricted his company to
those, like Malone, who execrateld the Rrenoh Revol-
ution. According to Rogerss “lHalone was one day
walking down Dover Street with Burke, when the
latter all at once drew himself up and carried his
head aloft with an air of great hauteur. Malone
perceived that this was occasioned by the approach
of Fox, who presently passed them on the other side
of the street. After Pox had gone by, Burke asked
Halone very eagerly, 'Did he look at me%?'"

The last three years of Burke's 1ife were filled with
personal sorrow. In 1794 his son Richard--wnho hé had hoped
could replace him as representative of HMalton--died suddenly
of consumption. Tremendously grieved, from this event Burke
could be seen "to have been visibly approaching the grave...:J4
illness, too, had begun to affliet him. The following year,

32Hunt, p. 360.

33
Quoted by Donald Cross Bryant, E d Burke an H%a
Literary Friends, Washington University ggudies Eéﬁ"gar es,
I&i&ﬁﬁ e ané %Iierature, No, 9 (8t. Louiaz 19393. p. 238,
Bryant considers this act “characteristic® of Burke, but

doubts its veracity on the grounds—-strangely--of Burke's
nearsightedness.,

34Adama, Pe 326, Burke wrote a friend after Richard's.
death, "'I am alone; I have none to meet my enemies at the
gate; desolate at home, siripped of my boast, my hope,
congg%atian, my helper, my counsellor, and my pride,'* 7£g;g..
P .
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a rurfher nisfortune tgok place. The King had the government
givé Burke a pension of. 3,700 pounds; this raised a great
uproar in the House of Lords, ﬁhere many, conspicuously the
' Duke of Bedford, protested that it was too ample. Stung,
Burke attacked Bedford with the Letter %o a Noble Lord,
wherein he dramatically wrote, "'The storm has gone over mé,
and I lie, like one of those 0ld oaks which the late
hurricane has_scatterod about me. I am stripped of all my
honours-~1 am torn up by the roots, and lie prostrate on the
earth, "7

Thus weighted down by personal affliections and by illness,
Burke nonetheless wrote & great deal during his retirement
and showed to the last an active concern with political affairs.
Hé watched the English reaction to the French "revolutionary
fever," always "tremblingly afraid lest the English society
shouid catch the infection,® and when in 1796 French gains led
to ministerial belief that peace should be negotiated, Burke's
"anger knew no bounds, his excitement could not dbe controlled."3
This passion was channeled into a new pamphlet, Letters on a
Regiclde Peage. But despite such manifestations of energy,
Burke's health had faliled; he declined rapidly after 1796.

351v44., pp. 327-3, 331.
361p14., p. 332.
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efforta to attain peace with Prance, but he was very conscioua

Fox had been exiremely active during this time in his

of his former friend's pegaonal difficulties and still énxioua‘
to be reconciled with him. He realized that only one more
opportunity remained. When Earl Pitzwilliam told him in July
1797 that Burke was on the brink of death, Pox penned an
urgent inquiry to NMrs. Burke. Perhaps he knew that Burke

waa sending "“touching keéhagea of remembrance® to hislold
friends, that he was “freely" forgiving his old enemiea.37

The day following his note, hopeful Pox received his anawer,
written in Hrs. Burke's hand:38

lirs. Burke presents her compliments to Mr. Pox,
and thanks him for his obliging inguiries. MNrs.
Burke ocommunicated his letter to Mr. Burke, and,
by his desire, has to inform Hr. Pox that it has
cost Mr. Burke the most heartfelt pain to obey

the stern voice of his duty im rending asunder a
long friendship, but that he deemed this sacrifice
necessary; that his principles remained the same;
and that in whatever of life yet remained %o hinm,

- he gonceived that he must live for others and not
for himself, Mr. Burke is convineed that the prin-
clples which he has endeavored to maintain are
necesaary to the welfare and dignity of his country,
and that these principles can be enforced only by
the general persussion of his sincerity. For her-
gelf, Y¥rs. Burke has again %o express her gratitude
to Mr. Pox for his inquiries.

>T1bid., p. 336.
38prior, II, 397.
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The friendship was totally annihilsted. On the last day
of Burke's life, July 9, 1797, "he spoke of his hatred of the
revolutionary spirit of Prance, his belief that the war was
for the good of hunanity....“Sg Yet the sorrow and regret
which surged through Burke's final words to his old friend
find a startling and enigmatic expression in his will, which
he had written in 1794. After a long passage filled with
warm commendations of and thanks to his old politieal friends—-
with special references to Fifzwilliam, Portland, Cavendish,
and Devonshire,--Burke wrote another paragraph:4°

If the intimacy which I have had with
others has been broken off by political diff-
erence on great queations concerning the state
of things existing and impending, 1 hope they
will forgive whatever of general human infirm-
ity, or of my own particular infirmity, has

entered into that contention. 1 heartily entreat
thelir forgivenesas. 1 have nothing farther to

88Y.

Like Burke, Pox tried to make final amends: after Burke's
death, he immediately proposed in Parliament that Burke's
remains be honored by a public funeral and interment in
Westminater Abbey. But Burke had already left instructions
that he be buried in Beaconsfield Church, and he was, on July
15¢h. Hany of Burke's old Whig associates served as psll-

59&%%, P 362.
4°Quoted by Bisset, 1II, 447-8.
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bearers at the funera14t~~but Pox was not among them.

During the remainder of Fox's career, he vigorously
championed these principles, pinpointed by Russell:??
the subordination of the King to Parliament; the abolition
of religious tests for public office and of the African
slave tYrade; the achievement of Parliamentary reform, of
economy in public expenditure, and of peace with_honor.

In all of these objectives are discernible his firmly
democratic, liberal sympathies.

But Fox was kept from power until the end of his career.
While Pitt was directing the war with France, Fox stood
hostile but relatively impotent. When in 1801 Pitt left:
office to join him in derending'catholic Emancipation, Fox
had an opportunity to gain office, but because of the King's
opposition to him, Pitt was later reinstated. Pinally, after
P1tt dled in January 1806, Pox——with umiversal political
support~~became Minister, forming a coalition with the
Grenville Whigs and the Sidmouth 2oz1ea.43

Fox's miniatry, despite the opposition of the King and
of the public, worked with “great energy," achleving economic

41Adama, Pe 337

Quotad b ;¥;g PPe 406=~10., Pive of these prineiplea
are cited in es 3amaa Fox," p. 149,

43Adama, pP. 41114,
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reform and abolition of the African slave irade, and paving
the way for justice to Protestant and Catholic dissenters.
Not long after Fox's well-earned accession to power, however,
he began to show signs of serious illness. Vigorously he
carried on his offioial duties, even when bedridden. But
his death came at Chiswick on September 13, 1806.44

44&.' pPr. 414-15,




CHAPTER V
SUMMATION

Two men of astonishing talent, of extraordinary achieve-
ment--these wefe Burke and Fox. Between them there existed
& remarkable personsl and public association, rooted im the
qualitiee'ﬁhich made both of them great:s intellectual genius,
noble political and humanitarian sympathies, and deep interest
in literature, Their association spanned almost all of their

adult lives, almost all of their public careers, evolving with

and deeply influencing their characters and political positions,. ||

With deep erudition, firm religious beliefs, and the
admiration of the literary, social,and political elite,
Edmund Burke entered Parliament in 1766, He soon astonished
the House with the political wisdom and oratnrical’brilliance
which were to gain him a position of leadership in the Whig
party. Two years later, Charles James Fox, & youth notable
for heterogeneous qualities--—amiability, scholarship, debating
talent, and personal licentiousnessy-made his public debut.
In spite of the disparity in their ages, their backgrounds,

and their personal characters, Burke and Fox had been warm
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friends since about 1764: mutual admiration and common
interests soon had cemented their personal union. But
because Fox at first blindly adhered to his father's Tory
politics, the friends were initially political opponents.

Gradually, spurred largely by Burke's personal and
political influence, Fox began to think independently and
to gravitate toward Burke and the Whigs. His independence
of thought and his personal immorality finally led to Pox's
dismissal from the Tory ministry in 1774; this event and
his father's death freed him from Tory bonds just at the
time when the American question was g{pwing eritical, The
passing of the "Intolerable Acts" stirred Fox’@ natural
humanitarian ﬁympathies and wholly converted him to Burke's
firm polioy‘of opposition to the Tories. With total con-
viction, Pox planted himeelf in Burke's camp.

After 1774 and throughout the American Revolution,
Burke and Fdx together championed the cause of the American
colonists; their complementary talents made them & singularly
powerful political team. An& during this time of political
fusion, their personal friendship wes full of mutual sdmir-
ation and personal affection., For the most part, Burke's
rart was paternal, Pox's filial during this time, but as
their public and personal union sclidified, Fox began to

% ]
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gain more confidence in his ability to stand with Burke, in
both areas, as an equal. As Pox's independemte and renown
inoreased, Burke acknowledged the change and fully approved
of 1%.

| Attér the American war, between 1782 and 1789, 1%
became clear that Burke was politionlly on the decline, Pox
on the ascendant. A tendency toward 4idacticism, toward
personal susterity and irritability, but moa? of 2ll toward
over-amplification in oratory had heen enfeebling Burke's
influence; dbut flexibility, personal magnetism, and most

of all direct and incisive debating power haéd gained Pox

Whig leadership. Although Burke's affection for Fox

prompted him to submit to his former pupil's direction,

the total reversal of their political positions brought about
character alterations which began to corrode their personal
friendship. Fox became almost wholly independent from Burke
in politicel thought, and becasuse Burke's own convictions
were hardened through the ceaseless opposition he faced, the
friends began to disagree on political matters. Moreover,
Fox's sudden elevation to power led him to neglect Burke
personally, and since Burke at this time had very few external
supports, since his irritability was being heightened by his |

consciousness of political impotencs, Fox's negleat ate away




98

at his affection and made him less willing to submit. Yet
both men still admired and loved one another; their differ-
ences always brought them deep sorrows _

The outbreak of the French Revolution in 1789 revealed
a basic dichotomy, hitherto latent, in the political philos-
ophies of Burke an& Poxs & difference which threatened to
rend them apart completely. PFox's reaction to the Revolution
proved that his political sympathies were basically liberals
he proclaimed it a great victory for Iiberty. But Burke
shuddered at the violence of the Revolution; his fears that
it would destroy established institutions proved him to be ‘
& political conscrvative, DBecause both strenuously defended
their opinions, because their personal friendship had been
gradually weakening, Burke and Fox both feared that a orisis
in their relationship was impending. Yet they could not
avoid violent public disagreement on the question; as the
Revolution swept om, their antithetical stands began to
rip the ¥hig party apart. ‘Yhen Burke's obsessive fear of
the Revolution drove him to write the 1790 Reflections, his
resultant public influence widened the chasm between his
convictions and those staunchly held by Fox.

In April 1791 Pox proposed the Quebec Bill which,
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because it applied to England French revolutionary principles,
caused a cataclysm. In the stormy Commons sessions of May,
Burke wholly shattereﬁ thelr friemndship. Characteristically
subgrdinating ﬁerson&l attachments to political convictions,
Burke felt it mandatory that he sacrifice Fox to his publice
duty. The gradual enfeeblement of their personal ties, his
own hardening political determination and personal irritability,
Foi's demonstrations of independence and cockiness,--all
facilitated Burke's decision, though personal cleavage
brought him great distress., Successive events proved their
political alienation irreconcilable; Pox adhered to his
opinions despite Burke's swaying many Whigs from his camp
into Pitt's.

Personal severance from Burke much afflicted Fox: he
continued to revere his former friend, and, since to his
warm, generous nature affection made, as Keats says, "dis-
agreeables evaporate,® Fox could see no necessity because
of political opposition for complete personal alienation.
But though he tried to achieve & reconciliation, he could
not, for Burke was of a different complexion:t personal
affections in his hierarchy of values were always governed
by and subordinsted to public Aduty.

Therefore, although shaken by sorrows and illness, the

——
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dying Burke refused Fox's final plea for reconciliation.
Because Fox stlll stood publicly opposed to his own firm
convictions on the Revolution, Burke was convinced that

to prove the sincerity of his position, personal alienation
from Pox had to be maintained. But his anguish at this
necessity pulsates through his fina) letter to Pox and
through a plea for forgiveness, obviously directed to Fox,
included in his will, And Pox revealed his own regret, his
own capacity for forgiveness in his attempts to honor Burke
publicly after his death.

Pox'wenf or to display open liberal sympathies by
championing freedom for dissenters, parliamentary reform,
and abolition of the slave trade (among other objectives),
finally achieving the latter purpose and paving the way for
later achievement of the others. ‘

Thus, "From an admirer of Mr. Burke, Kr. Fox‘becamo
his disciple, from his disciple his coadjutor, from his
coadjutor his amicable rival for fame; until at length, by
the occurrence of extraordinary and unlooked-for svents,

he terminated as he began his career, his opponent.'t

Underlyling the growth and decline of their aasoéi&tion
were basic traits of character, traits which led to similar

1Prior, I, 222.3,




101

interests perhaps, But traits which fnndamentally‘diverged.
Burke's nature was governed by reason primarily; Pox's by
emotion. The former was always deeply philosophical, aerlous,
personally well-disciplined:s +this accountsa tor’ﬁiavultimata
conservatism and for the hierarchical pattern of his values.,
Though the emotional side of his nature is certainly evident
in his deep affections, his tendency toward violence and
oversensitivity, these things seem to have been aroused by
and subfest to his rational sonvictions (in the case of his
violence and irritability, aroﬁsed by threats to those
convictions). But Pox's nature was fundamentally emotional:
from childhood he was open, generous, spontaneous, uninhibited.
These qualities acecount for his divergence from Burkew

his confident, unrestrained liberal gympathies, his easy
reconciliation of contradictory elements in his life, ‘Burke's
was a greater sirength of character, a higher nobility; he
compels in us as he did in Pox an awed admiration and respect.
But Fox's warmth and sinaerity inspire in ug, as théy 414 4in
Burke, love. As Burke's firm character had governed in the
beginning of their friendship, it again governed in the
ternmination of it. But their personal love for one another,
despite their political alienation, ultimately prevailed,
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