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Abstract

These two studies were desligned to investigate the accuracy
with which college students and their parents can predict each
others® position on controverslal issues in religion, politics,
drug use, and sexual morallty. In the first study, 42 Loyola
University upperclassmen and 24 of theilr parents responded to a
20 item questionnalre asking them to rate themselves and a
"member of your parents' generation" or a "member of the present
college age geﬁeratlon" on agreement with llberal and conser-
vative statements of approval of sexual, religlous, political,
and drug-use attitudes. The questlonnaire was scored so that
a high score meant high conservatism, After responding to the
questionnalre as self (parent or%student's own responses) and
as other (parents* prediction of students' responses, students'
prediction of parenté' responses) the Ss were asked to fate thelr
own parents or student on a scale from very conservative to very
liberal. Major results werei‘(i) a significant difference
exlsted between the parents' and Students’ attitudes toward the
issues; (2) the parents accurately predicted the students'
position, but the students distorted the parents' position in
the direction of greater conservatism; (3) the students see a
greater distance between thelr own views and those of their
parents' generation than do the parents, (4) there was no
correlation between a parents' and his child's responses, (5)

most students judged thelr parents to be more liberal than the




parents' generatlon; most parents judged their students to be
more conservatlve than the students' generation.

An ltem analysis of the parents' responses to the question-
nailre was used to eliminate the questlions with the least power to
discriminate, and a second study was done. 1In this study 53
Loyola Unlversity lowerclassmen and 22 of thelr parents responded
to a 15~1tem questlonnaire in the same manner as the first study.
In addition to énswering for himself, and for a member of the
sbtudent or parént generation, Ss were asked to also predict the
average response a member of thelr own generation would give. Ss
rated themselves on how representative of thelr own generation
(parent or student) they considered themselves to be (from much
more conservative to much more liberal): as well as how repre-
sentatlive they felt thelr own parent or student to be. In addition
they indicated whethér or not they thought a "generation gap"
did exist, and if so, at what age. Major results were: (1) results
number 1, 2, and 3 of the first study were confirmed; (2) both
groups distorted the position of thelr own group: parents saw
thelr generation‘as more conservative than it was; students saw
thelr own generation as more liberal than it was ; (3) neither
group distorted 1lts own group more than the other; (4) there was
a correlation of .48 between parents and'their students' scores;
(5) parents thought the generatlon gap greatest during high school
years; students thﬁught it equally great during high échool and

college years; (6) most parents saw themselves as more 1liberal




than thelr generation and thelr children as more conservative
than theirs; most children saw both themselves and thelr parents

as representative of thelr generation.,




Accuracy of Peroeived-other Attitudes of
College Students and their Parents

Irene Moss Brennan
Loyola Unlversity
Most measures of the sensitivity to the generalized-other

concern themselves with predicting characteristics of the

generalized-other, e.g., adjectives which describe the norm of

the group (Blanchard, 1966, Bronfenbrenner, 1958, Richards,
1962, Taguiri, 1958). However, no research seems to be avallable
which measures the accuracy of one group to predict the attitudes
of the generallized-other, particularly when the stereotypé of each
group is of a norm in conflict with the norms of the other group.
This paper reports two studles concerned with the ability of
parents and college students to accurately judge the attltudes
which each hold, The cholce of parents and students as the
groups involved was made because of the current concern wlth
the "generation gap", a term which is usually used to describe
the differing value systems held by contemporary parents and
college students. Four areas in whlch 1t appeared that parents
and students would have different attitudes were chosen: sexual
morallty, politics, drug use, and rellglon.

Students were glven a questionnaire on whlch they rated
thelr agreement/disagreement wlth each of the twenty items,
They took thé/entire questlbnnalre twice; as thelr own attitude
and as they thought a member of thelr parents' generation would
resppnd. In addition they rated the conservatism/liberalism of

-




thelr parents. They then brought the questionnalre home, and
their parents followed the same procedure, answering for them-
selves, as they thought a member of the student generatlon would
answer, and rated the conservatism/liberalism of thelilr student.

This procedure ylelded four sets of attitude responses:
(1) student self (S3), (2) student percéption of parent attitude
or student other parent (SOP), (3) parent self (PS), (&) parent
perception of student attitude or parent other student (POS),
Thus there weré five comparisons: (1) the real difference between
the groups (SS vs PS), (2) distortion by the student (PS vs. SOP),
(3) distortion by the parent (SS vs, POé}, (4) comparison of
parent distortion with student d{stortion (POS - Student mean
vs., SOP - parent mean), (5) comparison of the amount of percelved
difference between self and other scores (SS-SOP vs, PS-POS).

A significant difference in the first comparison would
reveal whether or not there was a generation gap; the second
and third comparisons would ihdicate'whether this was distorted
or accﬁrate perception by each groupi the fourth comparison would
tell us whether one of the groups waé more accurate than the
other, and the last comparlison would tell us which group saw
the "gap" as greater than the other., Correlation of parents’
self scores with student self scores would indlcate whether
parents and students‘ scores were related, and‘analysls of
ratings parents and students gave of each others' liberalism/

conservatism would reveal overall perceptlon of the positlon

5.




of each by the other.

In addition to the above procedure, the second study asked
both parents and students to take the questionnaire a third time,
this time predicting the average response of a member of thelr
own generation. They rated themselves on the 1iberalism/conser-
vatism scale also, and indicated at what age they felt the
"oeneration gap" to be greatest, Analysis of these results
would reveal whether the distortion of the other group was due to
a unlque respoﬁse to that group, or was simply an artifact of

weak perception skllls,

Method
Attitude Questlonnalre _
The attitude questionnalire consisted of 20 statements of

opinion on four toplcs: sex, pollties, drugs, and religlon

(see Appendix I). Ten of the'statements were expressed so that
aggreement would indicate a "llberal" posltion; end ten were
expressed so that agreement would indlicate a "conservative”
position. Thus, a typlcal "liberal" 1ltem was "Sexual relatlons
are moral when they express love™; a typlcal "conservative" item
' was "Sex educatlon should not be taught in the schools." The
five points of the 1-5 scale indicated (1) "Disagree strongly, "
(2) "Disagree slightly," (3) "Indifferent," (4) "Agree slightly,"”
(5) "Agree strongly." The 20 items were arrsnged in random
order on the questionnalre, Ss rated "How representat;ve of

your parents' generatlon (college age generation) do you conslder

6
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your parent (child) to be?" on the scale: (1) "Much more conserva-
tive than his generation,” (2) "Slightly more conservative than
his generation",'(j) "Very representative of his generation,”

(4) "Lightly more 1liberal than his generation," (5) "Much more
1iberal than his generation." The questionnaire was scored so
that high scores meant high conservatlsm.

In the second study, the 14 most dliscriminating of the
above statements (see Appendix II, Item Analysis of First
Questionnalre)-were repeated, with the addition of the statement
"The war in Vietnam 1s an example of the United States trying
to dominate the world." to bring the toéél to 15 items. The
1-5 point scale was modified so that the mid-point, instead of
"Indifferent" became "Neither agfee nor disagree.” In additlon,
the Ss were asked to fill out an information sheet glving their
age, sex, number of years in school; they rated, as in the flrst
administration, how representative thelr parent(student) was, but
this time they were also asked to rate who repreééntative they
themselves were; they also indicated whether or not they thought
a generation gap existed, and if 1t did, at what age level
(junior high, high school, college, and early twentles) 1t was

greatest.

Subjects and Procedure

The subjects of the first study were 42 Toyola University
upperclassmen and 2L of thelr parents. The questionnalre was
administered to an intact class during school hours by the

7




teacher of the class., Each student took the questionnalre twice:
(1) as his own attitude, and (2) as he thought a member of his |
parents' generation would answer. As the questionnalre was
anonymous, a number was put on his questionnalre, and the same
number was on the questionnalre he was asked to take home for

his parents tq fill out, to be brought back to calss by him.

In the second study, the Ss were 53 Loyola University
lowerclassmen and 22 of their pareﬁts. Ss this time took the
questionnaire ﬁhree timész (1) as their own attitude, (2) as
the attitude of the average "Loyola lowerclassman," and (3) as
the attlitude of the average "Loyola paréht“, After filling in
the information sheet, the students returned the materlais to E
who malled a similar questionnaiée. information sheet, résponse

sheet, and an explanatory letter to thelr parents, enclosing a

return envelope. (see Appendices III, IV, V, and VI)

Results
‘The results of the rating scale on liberalism/conservatism
of parents by students and students by parents is glven in

Table 1.




Table 1
Rating Scale on Llberalism/Conservatism

Parents and Stuaents

First Second
A, Parents' judgment of students Study Study
1. Much more conservative
than thelr generation : %4 13%
2. Slightly more conservative 33% 35%
3. Representative ' L1154 35%
h, Siightly more 1liberal 9 17%
5. Much more liberal 0% 0%
B, Students' judgment of parents
3
1. Much more conservative
than thelir generation . 5% 3%
2, Slightly more conservative 13% 19%
3. Representative ) 35% Lz
L, S1ightly more liberal 37% 28%
5. Much more liberal \ 10% 3%

In the second study only, both parents and students were

asked to rate themseives on the same scale as they rated their
students(parents). Results of thls rating are glven on Table 2,
with the ratings glven by thé‘yoked'group of parents and

students.




Table 2
Comparison of Ratings of Conservatism/Liberalism
of Parents and Students

A. Parents' judement of self and students® judement of parent

Parent rates Student rates
self ‘ parent
1. Much more conservatlve - 21% L%
2, Slightly conservative A 13% 19%
3. Representatlve _ 5% L8%
L, siightly liberal - 86% 29%
5. Much more llberal 5% 0%

B, Students' judegment of self and parents' judgment of student

Student rates Parent rates
self student
1. Much more conservative - 0% 13%
2. Slightly conservative , 2h% 35%
3. Representative : 38% 35%
k, S1ightly 1llberal v 14% 17%
5, Much more liberal L . 0%

In both studlies, most parents saw thelr students as more
conservative than the student‘géneratlon; most sfudents saw

their ﬁarents as more liberal than thelr generation., In the
second study, where self—ratlngs were.taken, a surprising bimodal
dlstribution of the parents' rating was Indicated: only 5% rated
themselves as representative of thelr generatlon, the other 95%
considering themselves as elthéf more conservative or more
1iberal. However, the largest number of parents, 61%, do conslder
themselves more liberal than their generatlion, and the students

confirm this to the point of considering them more liberal than

8




conservative., Self-ratings of students Indicate that they do
not agree with their parents' rating of themn: the‘lérgest number
of students (38%) considered themselves to be more‘llberal than
their generation, whlle thelr parents would only pﬁt 17% of them
in that category, putting 48% of them in the more qonservétlve
category. |

Results of the analyseé of varlance on the difference

betweén attitudes of parents and students is glven‘ln Table 3.

Table 3
Analysis of Varlance: Student Self vs. Parent Self

First Study

Source ar SS © MS F

Age 1 5458,38 5458,38 B8, 63%
Error 65 295,65 112.24

Second Study

Age 1 44s59,30  4459.30 50.69%
Error 73 6421,37 87.96
*p < . 001

Both studies confirm the first assumption of thls research:
There 1s a real difference that exlsts between parents' and
students' attitudes on the Lltems of the questlonnagre.
Results of the analyses of varlance on the dlstortlon
present in each groups' view of the other 1s given‘ln

Tables 4 and 5.




Table 4
Analyses of Variance:

Parent Self (PS) vs. Student Other Parent (SOP)

Pirst Study

Source arf SS MS F
Age 1 1239.36 1239.36 10, 43%#
Error 65 7719.81 118,76
Second Study
Age 1 324,11 324,11 7.20%
Error 73 3283.68» Ll , 98

¥p & 01

**% ( ..o 001
Table 5

‘Analyses of Varlance:

Student Self (SS) vs. Parent Other Student (POS)

First Study

Source ar SS gg" F
Age 1 258,92 - 258,92 2,50
Error 64 6717.56 103.34

Second Study |

Age 1 2,78 2,78 .02

Error 73 7331.89 100.43

Table 4 reveals that in both the first and second studles there

was a difference between the parents' attlitude and the student

10




prediction of what that attitude would be, the means (1lst
gtudy, PS=70, SOP=79; 2nd sﬁudy PS=57, SOP=61) indicate that
the students predicted a more conservative response from the
parents. However, Table 5 reveals that in both the flrst and
second studies there were no differences between the students'
attitude and the parents' prediction of that attitude.

This result 1s confirmed in a further analysis of the
difference between the two groups' distortion of the other,

found in Tables 6 and 7

Table 6 o
Analyses of Varlance:
Parent Other Student (P0S) - Student Mean vs,
Student Other Parent (SOP) - Parent Mean

First Study

Source ar Ss M8 F

Age 1 372,36 . 372,36 3.81
Error L2 %099.37 | 97,560

Secohd Study

Age 1 231.80 - 231.80 h,03%
Error 73 194,20 57.45

¥p £.05

11




- Table 7

Analyses of Varlance:

Student Self (SS) - Student Other Parent (SoP) vs.

Parent Self (PS) - Parent Other Student (Pog)

First Study

Source

Age
Error

Second Study

Age

Exrror

ar

1
W2

1
73

i

13.72%%

7.56%

S8 MS
2212,.36 2212.36
6769.55 161,17
783,62 783,62
7524 ,53 103,07 .
#p < ,01

¥¥p (.001

In Table 6, difference scores are evaluated; in the filrst

study the differences approach significance (p {.07) and in

the second 1t reaches the 105-1eve1. Re

ference to the means

reveals the directions of the dlfference indicated in Tables

6 and 70

Study

= DD D= D

Table 8

Means of Difference Scores

Group

POS~-S mean
P0OS-S mean

SOP-P mean
SOP-P mean

SS-SOP
SS-S0P

PS-POS

12

Mean Differences

L,.85
«95

10.68
L, 76

29.59
21.92

14.98
14,95




In all cases, and in both studles, the students' dlstortion
1s greater than the parents, and the students see the dlstance
between thelr views and those of thelr parents as greater.

The second study provided estimates by the parents and
students of their own groups' norm; an analysis of the accuracy
of this estimation will reveal whether fhe conslistent finding of
a greater distortion (or less accuracy) on the part of the
students 1s merely a difference 1n‘ab111ty to judge any groups'
norm, or whethér it 1s a distortion that is unique to thelr

estimation of the parent group. BResults are glven in Table 9.

SF

Table 9
Analysis of. Varlance i

Parent Other Parent (POP) - Parent Mean vs.

Student Other Student (S0S) - Student Mean

Source ar SS MS F

Error 73 - 3832,93  52.50

A non-significant difference between the groups' perceptlions
of thelr own group indicates that students and parents are
equally accurate in predicting theilr own group, enabling us
to make the inference that the students'.dlstortion of the
parent group is not due to weak skills in perceptloh of the
generallzed other, t-tests on thevdifferences between each
group's posltlon on the questionnalre and its prediction of
that position (Parent Self 255?,26 vs. Parent Other Pafent _
‘ ' | .13 |




X=61.30, t=1.78, df=43, p <.05) (Student Self X=40.53 vs.
Student Other Student X=36.4%, t=2.40, df=105, p. <.05) reveal
significant differences. Since the parents' prediction of the
student's position was not different from that position, it
would seem that the parents can actually predict the response
of the students better than they can predlct that of their own
group.

Results of the correlations are given in Table 10, The

nunber in parehthesls indicates which study is referred to.

Table 10

Intercorrelation of Responses

POP POS Ss. SOP S0S PS
PS (2) .31 (1) .61 (1) .03
(2) .35 (2) .48
ss | (1) .25 (2) .1% (1) .03
(2) .06 (2) .48

The qulte different cérrélatlons (.03, .48) between parents
and their student's scores 1n the first and second studies does
not seem to have any lmmedlately evldént cause. The students
in the second study were about a year younger than those in the
first, but this does not appear to be a sufficient reason for
such a change., The relation between the two scores indlcated
in the high correlation of the éecond study (:48) is the more
expected finding. There seems to be a grgater amount of

correlation between the parents' scores and those they predlct
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(261, ¢35, +31) than between the students® scores and thoée
they predlct (.14, .25, .06) indicating that parents assume
more similarity between themselves and others than the students
do.

In.the second study, students and_parents were asked to
indicate at what age they thought a "geﬁeratlon gap" is greatest.
This information 1s glven in Table 11.

Table 11

Percentége Categories of Age of Generatlon Gap

Students - | Parents
Does not exlist T 0% 5%
Junior High | - 7% 13%
High School - 423 56%
College L6% 21%
Early twentles ' 3% 5%

Thus, parents seé the onset of differing attitudeé'on the part
of thelr childrén as occurring earlier, and declining sooner.
Both parents and chlildren see the decfeasé in "gap" between
parents and children occurring in the early twenties,

The average age of the students iIn the second study was
18.5 years; théy had an average of 13.5 years in school. The
average age of the parents was k5 years, they had an average of

13 years 1in school,

15




Discussion

The results indicate that on the overall measure,'parents
see thelir lndivldual students as more conservative than their
generation, but when they predict the norm of that generation
there 1is ho distortion ln elther a conservative or liberal
direction from the norm derlived from students' own scores,
Students, on the other hand, 6n the overall measure; see their
own parents as more liberal than thelr generation, and predict
attitudes Whlcﬁ are more conservative than the norm derived
from the parents own scores., While it might be possible to
meke a case on the basis of fact for thé parents' thinking
thelr students are more conservative (they are attending =
church-related school) there is no evident soclo-economic factor
which would explain the perceived liberalism of the parents
viewed by the students. An explanation that would covér all
the data would bé that the carlcature of each generation that
the parents and students havé'lé extreme; in comparison with
this eitreme, the real person whose éttitudes tbey know (thelr
own parents and students) seems to bé more similar to thelr
own poSition.

In both studies, the parents came out as better predictors
of the opposing group than the students. The question aiose:
is this merely due to increased skill in interpersonal per-
ception, due to more experlence or educatlon? The second

study eliminated some of these rlval hypotheses: both groups

[y
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had an equal average number of years of educatlon (students 13.5,
parents 13), and more clearly, when given a non-conflicting group
to predlct,'their own generatlon, nelther group distorted more
than the other, It seems then, that students have a stereotype
of parents which distorts the dlstance between them. The most
obvlous explanation for such a stereotype would come from
adolescent psychology~-the need of the student to declare his
independence from hils parents would distort hls perception of
them, making them appear more distant from him than they
actually are. Since parents have no such need, their perception
is not clouded in the same way.. |

"An interesting finding was the age level at which parents.
and students think the "geheration gap" 1s greatest, While
all parents have had experience of children at least up to
college level, they were equally dlvided on locating the "gap"
as greatest at the high school and college level. Students
dlsagreed: more of them considered the college agé to be where
the gap 1s greater. There are several explanatlons possilble
for this discrepancys:s the students' need for distance from
thelr parents 1induces them to percelve it as greatest now; the
students may be further 1déologically and attltudinally from
thelr parents now than during high school, but parents don't
percelve 1t as Intensely because they have become accustomed
to 1t, because they spend less time with thelr college-age

children, and because the students are not acting out their

3 . - . 17




opposition to their parents' ldeas and attitudes. .
| However, the samll number of parents (5%) and students (3%)

who saw the generatlon gap perslsting beyond college to the

eérly twenties, indicates that both groups look on it as

merely part of the usual adolescent rebelllon, rather then a

revolution 1n value systems which 1is dué to the historical events

and experiences the two groups encountered in thelr early hilstory

18




" References

Blanchard, W, Assimilation and contrast in interpersonal
prediction with control for the interaction of real

similarity and differential accuracy, Journal of

Personality and Soclial Psychology, 1966, 3 (5), 567-573.

Bronfenbrenner, U, Measurement of Skill in Soclal Perception,

in MeClelland, D. Talent and Soclety. New York: Van

Nostrand Co., 1958,
Richards, James Jr., Victor B. Clline, and Max W. Rardin,
Stereotypes and Components of Accuracy of Person Perceptior

Scores., Journal of Personality, 1962, 30 (4), 601--612,

Tagiurl, Renato and ILulgi Petrullo., Person Perception and
Interpersonal Behavior. Stanford: Stanford U, Press,

1958,
Winer, B, Statistical Prlnciﬁles in Experimental Deslign, New

York: McGraw Hill Book Co., 1962,

19




Appendix I _
'VALUE DIMENSION: PARENT GENERATION

Answer the following questionnaire filrst of a11 as you
yourself feel about the statements., You must choose a8 a response
one of the following:

1. Disagree strongly
2., Disagree slightly
3. Indifferent

L, Agree slightly

5. Agree strongly

After you have completed answering the questionnalre as YOU feel,
use the questionnalre on the next page to answer as you think g
member of the present college ago generation would answer. 1In
thls second response to the questionnalilre you are to put yourself
in the place of a college student and try to answer the questions
as you think he would answer. Then complete the scale at the
bottom of the page. Do not ldentlfy yourself iIn any way on elther
sheet; both sets of answers are to be anonymous.

1. LSD should not under any- circumstances be taken.
2, No Catholic should go to Mass on Sunday unless he wants to.
3. Sexual relatlions are moral when they express love,
Increased use of drugs accounts for a large part of the
trouble on campuses today.
5. Premarital sexual relations are always immoral.
6., The Catholic Church is becoming too much like the world,
7. Clvil dlsobedience is a useful technlique for achleving
Justice in our soclety today.
8. Father Lawlor, the prlest who organized white resistance
- to iIntegratlion, is a fine example of a Cathollc prilest,
9. ISD can have a very positive influence on your life.
10, Hugh Hefner, editor of Playboy magazine, has had a positive
influence in America today.
11, There is only one response a good Cathollic can have to
the Pope's encyclical on birth control: obedlence.
12, Timothy O'Leary, popularizer of ISD, has had a very
harmful effect on American youth.
13. Mayor Daley 1s dolng a fine job as mayor of Chlcago, -
14, Homosexual contacts among consentling adults should be
legalized,
15. Civil disobedience 1ls the work of Communists,
16, Marijuana 1s no more harmful than beer.
17. Civil disobedience does more_harm than gdéod for soclety.
18, Sex education should not be taught in the schools.
19. The Catholic Church has nothlng to offer modern man,
20, Street demonstratlons are the answer to America's soclal
. problems today. ” :




9.
10,

11.
12,

13.
1k,

15.
16,
17.
18,
19.
20,

LSD should not under any circumstances be tsken. .

No Catholic should go to Mass on Sunday unless he wants to
Sexual relations are moral when they express love.
Increased use of drugs accounts for a large part of the
trouble on college campuses today.

Premarital sexual relatlons are always immoral,

The Catholiec Church is becoming too much like theworld.
Civil disobedience 1s a useful technique for achieving
Justice in our soclety today.

Father Lawler, the priest who organized white resistance
to integration, 1s a fine example of a Catholic prilest.
Lsd ean have a very positlive 1lnfluence on your 1ife,
Hugh Hefner, edltor of Playboy magazine, has had a
positive influence in America today.

There 1s only one response a good Cathollc can have to
the Pope's encyclical on birth control: obedlence,
Timothy O'Leary, popularizer of LSD has had a very harmfu¥
effect on American youth.

Mayor Daley 1s doing a flne Job as mayor of Chicago,
Homosexusl contacts among consenting adults should be
legalized. .

Civil disobedience 1is the work of Communists.

Marijuana 1s no more harmful than beer,

Civil disobedlence does more harm than good for soclety,
Sex educatlon should not be taught in the schools.

The Catholic Church has nothing to offer modern man,
Street demonstrations are the answer to Amerlca's soclal
problems today.

How representative of the college age generation do you
consider your child to be? Clircle your answer.

1.
2

3.
i,
5.

Much more conservative than his generatlon.
Slightly more conservative than hls generation.
Very representative of hls generatlon.,

Slizhtly more liberal than hils generation.

Much more liberal than hls generatlion,
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Appendix II
Correlatlions Between Each Item and Total Score

Arranged by Tople

Sex

«57 Premarital sexual relations are always immoral.

19 Homosexual contacts among consentling adults should be
legallzed.

+39 Sexual relatlons are moral when they express love,

«22 8Sex educatlion should not be taught in the schools,

«17 Hugh Hefner, edltor of Playboy magazine, has had a positive
influence in America today.

Pollitics

.66 Civil disobedience is the work of Communists,

«58 Civll disobedience does more harm than good for soclety,

+28 Civil disobedlence is a useful technique for achleving
Justice 1n our socliety.

+10 Street demonstrations are the answer to America's soclal
problems today.

+03 Mayor Daley ls dolng a fline job as mayor of Chlcago.

Drugs

42 Timothy O'Leary, popularizer of LSD has had - a very harmful
effect on American youth.

39 ISD should not under any clrcumstances be taken.

13 Marijuana is no more harmful than beer,

.11 ISD can have a very posltlive influence on your life,

«00 Increased use of drugs accounts for a large part of the
trouble on campuses todzay.

Religlon

«52 There 1s only one response a good Cathollc can have to the
Pope's encyclical on birth controls obedlence.

21 No Cathollic should go to Mass on Sunday unless he wants to.

«12 The Catholic Church has nothing to offer modern man.

12 Father Lawlor, the priest who organized whlte resistance
to integration, 1s a fine example of a Cathollc priest,

«10

The Catholie Church is becoming too much like the world.
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Appendix III
OPINION SURVEY

Responses:

1, Disagree strongly.

2, Disagree more than agree.

3., Nelther agree nor dlsagree.
« Agree more than dlsagree

5. Agree strongly.

1. LSb should not under any clrcumstances be taken.

2., No Catholic should go to Mass on Sunday unless he wants to.
3. Sexual relations are moral when they express love,

L, Premarlital sexual relations are =lways immoral.

5, Civil disobedience 1s a useful technlique for achleviné Justice
in our soclety today. ;

6. LSD can have a very good influence on your life,

7. Hugh Hefner, editor of Playboy magazine, has had a good
influence in America today.

8., There 1s only one response a good Catholic can have to the
Pope's encyclical on birth control: obedlence.

9, Timothy O'Leary, popularizer of LSD, has had a very harmful
effect on American youth.

10.Homosexual contacts among consentling adults should be legallzeq.
11.Civil disobedlience is the work of Communists.
12.Marijuana 1s no more harmful'than beer.

13.Civil disobedlence does more hafm than good for soclety.
14.Sexﬂeducation should not be taught in the schools.,

15.The war in Vietnam 1s an exemple of the United States trylng
" to dominate the world.
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Appendix IV

OPINION SURVEY: BResponse Sheet

Responses must be chosen from among the following,

1.
2,
3.
L,
Se
1.

2,

3.

Disagree strongly '

Disagree more than agree

Nelther agree nor disagree

Agree more than dlsagree

Agree strongly

Please answer the accompanying questionnalre as you feel about
the statements. Use one of the responses Indicated above:

1. : 6. 11.

2. 7o 12,

3. 8. 13.

L"o 90 1’4‘.

5 10, o 15.

Answer the questionnalre this time as you imagine a group of
Loyola parents would--try to lmagine the AVERAGE response,
Even if this 1s a duplicate of your response, please indlcate
each response below, v ‘

1. ' 6. 11.

20 : 70 120 *

30 8. . 13.

L, : 9. 14,

5. 10, 15.

This time please answer the questlonnalre as you lmagine the
lowerclassmen at Loyola would answer 1t. Agaln, try to
imagine what the AVERAGE response would be, We are interested
in how you think they would answer,

1. 56 ' 11.

2, e 12,

3. 8. 13.

L, 9. 14,

5 10, 15.
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Appendix V
Subject Information Sheet

Please complete the followlng., All 1nﬂormatloﬁ is confidentials
there is no way for us to identify this information 31té a
‘particular person participating in thls research,

1. Age:s

2. Sex:

3, Number of years in school:

L, How represéntative of your generatlon do you consider yourself
to be? Circle one of the followling:

1. Much more conservative than my generation

2, Slightly more conservatlive than my generation
3, Very representative of my generation

4, Slightly more lliberal than my generatlon

5, Much more liberal than my generation

5. How representative of hls generatlonldo you consider your
child (or parent if you are a student) to be?

1., Much more conservative.than hls generatlon

2., Slightly more conservative than hls generation
3, Very representative of his generatlion

b, S1ightly more 1liberal than hls generatlion

5, Much more liberal than his generation

6. Do you think such a thing as a "generetlon gap" does exist?
If so at what age to you think 1t 1s greatest?
Junior High S :
High School
College
Early twentles

7. Do you have any oplnion as to the reason for this? (not
necessary to answer this)

8., Comments?
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Appendlx VI
ILetter Sent to Parents

Psychology Dept.
Loyola Unlversity
May, 1969

Dear Parent:

You and your son or daught are beilng asked to cooperate in
a study of the so-called "generatlion gap" which some think
exists between parents or adults and the young people of today.
In order to determine whether or not such a "gap" does exist, 1
am asking parents and children of various age levels (8th grade,
10th grade, college students) to glve us their oplnlons on various
toples and to predict what thelr parents and chlldren's opinlons
will be.

When the study is completed we will inform you of the
resultse All information 1s both anonymous and confldential;
once your responses are sent to us there is no way you can be
fdentifled with them, The number on the response sheet is merely
to enable us to match parent's responses wlth those of thelr
' children. If, for any reason you do not wish to take part in
this research, simply return your questionnalire without answering
{t. Those who respond and those who do not will not be identiflied
in any way. ~

Please answer the ovplnion survey on the response sheet
following, and then f1l1l1 in the additional Information requested
on a separate sheet. Then return the materials elther with your
son or daughter or by mallling 1t to me,

Miss Irene Moss

1046 W. Sheridan

Chicago, Illinois 60626
Thank you for your cooperatlon,

Sincerely,
Irene Moss

Graduate student, soclal psychology
Loyola University
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Approval Sheet

The thesis submitted by Irene Moss Brennan has been resd
and approved by the members of the department of Psychology.

“The final coples have been examined by the director of the
theslis and the signature which appears below verifies the fact
that any necessary changes have been incorporated snd that the
thesis is now glven final approval with reference to content
and form.

The thesis is therefore accepted in partial fulfillment of
the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts,
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